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THE BRAILLE CHESS ASSOCIATION (Founded 1932)

Registered Charity no.  263049

"Serving Visually Impaired Chess Players throughout the U.K."

Holder of The Charter Mark of The Fundraising Standards Board

TRUSTEES REPORT 1st October 2008 - 30th September 2009

Vision Statement


To spread and advance the playing of chess among blind and partially sighted people throughout the United Kingdom by organising tournaments and providing coaching and reference material.



Chairman - Alec Crombie MBE



Secretary - Norman Wragg OBE



Treasurer - Mrs Gill Smith

Structure of the Braille Chess Association (BCA)


The BCA is the sole provider of chess services to blind and partially sighted people in the United Kingdom and caters for people of all ages.  It is affiliated to the English Chess Federation, Chess Scotland, the British Federation for Correspondence Chess and the International Braille Chess Association.


The BCA is a registered charity and complies with the principles set out in the Good Governance Code for Trustees, first edition 2005.  It is unincorporated being administered by a board of trustees all but one of whom work on a voluntary unpaid basis.  The names of the individual trustees who have served on the board during the past twelve months are listed in Appendix 1 to this report.  We are also delighted to have in the team our Fundraising Manager, Julia Scott, whose professional services continually enable us to expand services to our membership.


The BCA is governed by written constitution.

Mission Statement


To enable blind and partially sighted people to enjoy the game of chess, to improve their chess playing techniques, and to have their voice heard in the world of chess.

Services provided by the BCA

Members can take advantage of a wide range of services including:

1 correspondence chess in which moves are sent in Braille, on cassette or by email;

2 "over the board" chess tournaments held in this country and overseas;

3 free access to a library of chess books, periodicals, the up to date press columns, and other instructional material in accessible formats;

4 analysis of members games by players of superior strength;

5 advice on all chess matters including computers and software suitable for visually impaired players.


The BCA runs a lively web site containing news, information, games, etc.  (Go to www.braillechess.org.uk).  We also run an email discussion list.

What's been happening?

The BCA is very excited about -

1.  Our new "Grass-roots Programme" designed to encourage BCA's less experienced Members to enter mainstream Chess Congresses.  The Programme is administered by a dedicated Sub-committee and is backed by a Fund which is ring-fenced to offer limited grants to qualifying Members.  The Programme has already been utilised, and we are now expanding the scheme to include overseas tournaments.
2.  A rolling programme to make contact with youngsters with visual impairment including:-

Posting a prize fund of £500 for youngsters taking part in the British Land Chess Challenge.

Supporting youngsters (as young as four years of age) with suitably adapted chess materials and literature.

3.  Triumph in Edinburgh!  To remind everyone who it was that put the "Braille" into "Braille Chess Association" we were quick off the mark by staging a tournament in the Scottish capital a day into the New Year to commemorate Louis Braille's 200th anniversary.  In association with Royal Blind we welcomed teams from France, Belgium, Ireland, Sweden and the Netherlands, and a most friendly and memorable tournament was the result.

4.  Torquay.  For the first time in a generation a Blind chess player qualified to play in the British Championships!  He was one of our members, namely Chris Ross (Huntingdon).  After battling for 11 days against the best in the land, our Chris ended with a superb fifty per cent score, and we could not be prouder!

5.  Meantime our usual domestic programme proceeded over the year, offering competition for strong and less strong alike.


This year Derby was the venue for both the International Autumn Tournament and the Spring Congress.  The first was won by Tyson Mordue (Bristol), the latter by that man Ross!


August then saw our biennial Championships held at Weston Super Mare.  The tightest ever finish resulted in Crouch (Middlesex) winning on tie-break from Ross, with Hodgkins and Lovell just behind.
Another marvellous year of competition and fellowship.

Abroad


The BCA is not in existence solely to support the elite.  For years we have subsidised a team of players and guides to attend the annual Haaksbergen Tournament in the Netherlands, which is styled a "friendly tournament" and is therefore an excellent proving ground for members who may be inexperienced with overseas competition.  This remains a popular event with our members.

What we aim for


We in the BCA aim to bring our members competitive and friendly chess experience together with the comradeship of a close-knit Association.  Catering for players of all strengths is fundamental.


Essential to this aim is the BCA Gazette published four times a year and edited by Guy Whitehouse.  Thanks to generous sponsorship the Gazette has grown recently with space for lots of contributions from members.  We offer the Gazette in Braille, on cassette, floppy disc, by email and in print and large print.  It is also published on the BCA website.  And talking of support we would like to pay tribute to all friends of the BCA, be you sponsors, guides, associate members, arbiters, stewards, readers - or just plain good friends!  We are truly grateful to you all!

Appendix 1:  Trustees who have served on the Board in 2008/09

Alec Crombie - Uppingham

Norman Wragg - Sheffield

Richard Kidals - Welton

Chris Ross - Huntingdon

Guy Whitehouse - Nottingham

Mark Kirkham - Sheffield

David Hodgkins - Whitnash

Mark Hague - London

Gill Smith - Bristol 

Gary Wickett - Birmingham

Stan Lovell - Scarborough  
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