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Editorial

I am extremely grateful to the Primary Club for agreeing to sponsor this issue of the gazette.

Gary Wickett deserves to be congratulated on his fine tournament director’s report, which, unlike many contributions, actually got readers to comment!  Readers will be pleased to see he has kept up his poetic style.  Thanks are also due to Julie Leonard for putting together the grades and checking them after I had transferred them from a spreadsheet into the file sent off to the RNIB.

People might be struck by the tone of Stan’s report on the British Championship.  It does raise the important issues of declining numbers at our events and of recruiting new members.  You all can help with this by letting anyone who you think might be interested know about the BCA.  If you have any bright ideas on recruitment, don’t hesitate to let the committee know.

On a sadder note, this is yet another issue with an obituary in it, this time for one of our most distinguished members, John Littlewood.  I also thought it appropriate to mention the death of Mary Bonham MBE, sister of the great Reginald D. Bonham MBE.

Finally I send everyone early seasons greetings for Christmas and the New Year, and can I have all contributions for the next issue by the end of the first week in January 2010; thanks. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming Events

Note: Please study the booking conditions and procedures which follow these announcements; they have been updated to take account of the latest developments.

5th - 7th March 2010. Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress.  Midland Hotel, Derby.

The Annual General Meeting will take place at 2pm on Saturday 6th March.  The five-round chess tournament will be open to all blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA.  There will be a major open event, and a minor event limited to players whose grade (or estimated grade) is 100 or below.

Once again we return to the Midland hotel with its excellent facilities and convenient location, close to Derby railway station.  The cost of accommodation, including dinner, bed & breakfast, for members and associate members is £45 per night in a shared room and £48 single.  For non-members and for those wishing to stay Sunday night the rates are £52 in a shared room and £55 single.  The entry fee, if paid before 11th January 2010, is £10.  Entries and bookings accepted after that date carry a £10 late booking fee.

Please send your cheques and your booking requirements to the BCA treasurer, Mrs Gill Smith, see address on front page. 

If booking within a week of the closing date, it is recommended that those wishing to attend should also inform the organiser, Mark Hague by e-mail/post of their booking to ensure their booking has been recorded in case their cheque to the finance officer is delayed in the post.  My Email address is mark.hague@talktalk.net, postal address: 6, Maclise House, Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4JJ.

Please send resolutions or other items for inclusion on the agenda to Norman Wragg by 31st December 2009. 
Mark Hague.

5th - 12th June 2010. Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  Whitehall Hotel, Bournemouth.

Cost of accommodation to members and to associate members will be £220 for the seven days.  The cost to non-members or to those booking for less than the seven days will be £39 per day.  This cost includes dinner, bed and breakfast.  There is no single room supplement.

The closing date for bookings is 31st March 2010.  Bookings accepted after that date will be subject to a £10 late booking fee for each person.  The entry fee to the tournament will be £10.

The tournament is restricted to blind and partially sighted players and to associate members.  The grading limit will be 140.  In addition to the chess games there will be coaching for those who wish to receive it.  Please indicate if you wish to receive coaching when you send in your booking.

All bookings, including full payment, should be sent to the treasurer, Gill Smith, 58 Foxfield Avenue, Bradley Stoke, Bristol, BS32 OBW, tel 01454 885045, email gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.  Include your booking requirements along with your booking.  Gill will pass these on to the organisers, Stan and Jan Lovell.

Following the decision taken at the 2009 AGM, there will be seven rounds.  Round 1 will start at 7:45 PM on the day of arrival, and round 5 will also start at 7:45 PM on 9th June.  The other rounds will start at 10 AM.  An outing will be arranged for 9th June.

Following our event at this hotel in 2008 we received many positive responses particularly mentioning the excellent food, the friendly staff and the proximity to the gardens, the seafront and the shops.  Please note there are some slopes to be negotiated to reach these places.

This event should be looked on as a chess holiday for those who compete and for their friends and family.  We particularly welcome our associate members who are eligible to play in the tournament and who enjoy the social events arranged throughout the week. 
Stan and Jan Lovell.

Booking conditions and procedures 
Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 25 receive free entry and free accommodation when playing in BCA events.  In certain circumstances free accommodation is available to a parent or guardian of a visually impaired junior.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille chess association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received by the Treasurer or when the money has been received by the BCA bank.

Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the various hotels.  Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When sending your cheque to the treasurer, please include details of your booking requirements including:

1. Single room, double room or twin room

2. If you prefer a bath or a shower

3. If you prefer a room in which you may smoke.  Please note many hotels now adopt a no smoking policy.

4. If you will be bringing your guide dog.

5. If you are on a special diet.

6. If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift.

7. If you are a wheelchair user.

8. Any other special requirements.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may, of course, contact the organiser on any point.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment into the BCA’s account on-line or by direct bank transfer should make sure their payment is cleared by the closing date.  When this has happened inform the treasurer your payment has been made and include your booking requirements as above.

Gill may be contacted on 01454 885045, email: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.

Irish Open 2010

The next Irish Open will take place at the Marine Hotel, Sutton Cross, Dublin from Friday October 1st to Monday October 4th 2010.  The arrangements are expected to be similar to those for the 2009 Open and full details will be published in the February gazette. 
Philip Doyle.

Last Call for Haaksbergen 2010

The next annual IBIS chess tournament in Haaksbergen, the Netherlands, will take place from Friday 23rd April to Monday 26th April 2010.  All those hoping to go should contact myself, the organiser, either by telephoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN no later than Saturday 19th December, with their names and hopefully a sighted guide.

Unfortunately, it is not possible to give a price for this trip at the moment.  In the past we have travelled by ferry from Harwich to the Hook of Holland and then by train to Hengelo where we are met by the Dutch organisers.  However, the Stenaline brochure for 2010 is not available till January.  The 2009 trip cost about £135 per person.

If the organised party travels by ferry, it will be necessary to arrive in Harwich on Thursday 22nd April, and we would return to Harwich on Tuesday 27th April.

It is acceptable for you to make your own travel arrangements, but you must still send me details, i.e. arrival time at Hengelo and departure time. 
David Hodgkins.

Six Nations Chess Tournament

The Six Nations Tournament will take place in Glarus, Switzerland, from 3rd to 7th December.  The countries taking part will be Belgium, Germany, The Netherlands, Switzerland, UK and, almost certainly, Austria.  The four players in the UK team are Bill Armstrong, Hans Cohn, Phil Gordon and Steve Burnell.  They will be accompanied by Pat Armstrong and Norman Andrews as guides.  I am sure everyone wishes the team a successful and enjoyable event. 
Norman Wragg.

Mainstream In-house Congresses

As the specific details on many of these events are not yet available, I am afraid I am currently unable to provide info on prices etc.  However, I can give you an idea of dates, hotels and contact details for booking and further information.  Hopefully, my February report will be furnished with more details.  I can assure you, however, that both Spectrum Chess and Castle Chess use ideal hotels, with good food, comfortable rooms, spacious playing areas and friendly and helpful staff.  In addition, you will find both Tony and Barbara Corfe from Castle chess and Norman Went from Spectrum Chess friendly, helpful and accommodating.  I have personally been to many of these events, and having just returned from a Castle Chess congress in Bideford, I can highly recommend them to anyone who is thinking about taking the plunge into mainstream congresses.  With the benefit of now being able to claim a grant towards your chosen congress through the Grass Roots project, why not give it a go?

The entry fee for both Castle Chess and Spectrum Chess is £30.  All the events listed, apart from the Portsmouth Congress, are played as a five round Swiss, with three games on the Saturday and two on the Sunday.  The Portsmouth Congress is traditionally played over six rounds, with an extra round on the Friday evening.  The rate of play is 36 moves in 90 minutes and then a further 15 minutes to complete the game.  Depending on numbers, there are normally three to four sections: Major (under 175), Minor (under 135), Challenger (under 110), and in some events there is an Open section (for all standards of play).       

Spectrum Chess 

21st - 22nd November:  Tunbridge Wells Congress held at the Russell Hotel, 80 London Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1DZ.  Early booking recommended, only 20 rooms available.  

Single room: two nights bed and breakfast £110.

Twin room: two nights bed and breakfast £135 for two.

Additional night: bed and breakfast £55 for a single room and £60 for two people sharing.

30th - 31st January 2010: Dudley Congress held at the Quality Hotel.  Please contact Norman Went for more details.  You are most likely to catch him between 9.00 and 10.00 am.  Unfortunately, this clashes with Peter Gibbs’ chess week at Windermere, but if you’re not going to Windermere and are able to attend, I can highly recommend the Dudley Congress. 

For more information and for booking, please contact Norman Went from Spectrum Chess on telephone: 01708 551617.

Castle Chess 

The Portsmouth congress will be held in the Queen’s Hotel in February and the Hereford congress will be held in the Green Dragon Hotel in April.  I don’t have any dates or prices I’m afraid but I can assure you that it is not from the want of trying.  However, again I can highly recommend Castle Chess to anyone wishing to take the plunge into mainstream events.

For more details, please contact Tony Corfe from Castle Chess on telephone:  01707 659080.      

If anybody would like to register their bookings for mainstream congresses, including overseas congresses (both mainstream and VI events), or if you would like to inquire about BCA attendance of any such event, please do not hesitate to contact me as congress coordinator for the BCA.  
Gary Wickett 

IBCA Matters

There has been a fair bit of activity internationally in recent months.

IBCA website: A new IBCA website has been set up.  This site replaces the old site that was under the control of the late President, Senor Burdio.  It is important that our sport has a specific place to announce important information regarding chess for the blind and visually impaired.

Members: I am pleased to say that Canada has joined IBCA.  Malaysia and Turkmenistan are also renewing membership of IBCA.

Two important IBCA tournaments have also taken place in recent months.  In June the Junior World Championship for the Blind and Visually Impaired was held in Taby, Sweden.  This was staged by the Swedish Chess Federation for the Blind with the help of Scandinavian Chess Tournaments, who proved to be outstanding sponsors.  This was a very close fought tournament which was not decided until the very last round.  Daniel Pulvett of Venezuela came through to win the title after a loss in the second round.  The Women’s World Championship for the Blind  and Visually Impaired was held in Poland in August.  The winner came from Russia ahead of Anna Stolarczyk of Poland and Mrs Ziltsova of the Ukraine.  The winner is apparently only 15!!  I will pass on more details as soon as I find out.

Clocks:  This is an issue of great importance to IBCA, and the latest news I have is that Garde in Germany have started to produce adapted analogue clocks.  I am not sure at this stage about distribution of the clocks, so I do not know if you have to contact Garde direct.  I have to thank Christine Beutelhoff and Toni Lindenmair for their information here.

Digital Clocks: Charudatta of India has told me that technical problems with the clock have been fixed and the problem is development of the mould to go around the clock.

World Cup: There have been a number of problems regarding the hosting of this tournament.  At first Azerbaijan were going to host the event for free, but then changed this to $100 per day per player.  This was unacceptable to IBCA.  Then Turkey were willing to host the event at the cost of 100 Euros per player and coach for a double room and 130 Euros per player/coach for a single room.  This was originally to be for the whole tournament.  We asked them to confirm this, and they did so.  These costs were then changed to per day and not for the whole tournament.  This again was unacceptable to IBCA.  Hopefully the event will be held in 2010 at some point, but we have a pretty crowded calendar with the world championship and the FIDE Olympiad due next year. 
Steve Hilton. 
Grass Roots Scheme

Blind and partially sighted UK members of BCA qualify for a grass roots scheme grant of up to £150 if: (a) they competed in at least one of the BCA domestic events during the period 1st October 2008 to 30th September 2009, and (b) they did not receive a grant of more than £300 when playing for the BCA in an international event during the period 1st October 2007 to 30th September 2009.

The grant may be claimed in two parts of £75 for participation in two mainstream UK weekend events, or in one part of £150 for competing in a longer mainstream UK event or in an international event which can be mainstream or for VI players.

All you need to do is contact one of the officers listed below in advance of the event you intend to enter. When you have participated in the event, send your receipts to either one of the officers named below or to the treasurer, along with a brief assessment of whether you think that event is suitable for blind and partially sighted players.

If this is the first mainstream event you have played in, you may also qualify to receive a grant for a guide or companion to assist you with travel and finding your way around.

Published Grades for 2009

Here’s an interesting question: which BCA member has had the highest grade of all?  In conversations with Peter Gibbs I discovered he had once had a grade of 208.  Perhaps if someone knows who it is and passes the information on to me, I’ll mention it in the next gazette.

It was explained in previous issues of the gazette how grades were being recalculated by the ECF to allow for deflation which was supposed to have happened over the years, so I don’t propose to repeat the complexities of that procedure here.  In any case most people’s grades seem to have gone up, so I suspect few will be complaining!

Andrews 136, Armstrong 153 (rapid play 152), Blencowe 128, C. Brown 44, R. Brown 32, S. Brown 102, Burnell 156 (rapid play 141), Chambers 149, Clayton 101, Cloudsdale 152 (rapid play 153), Cole 166, Crouch 206 (rapid play 216), Cuthbert 91, Davey 101, Doyle 155, Fisher 135 (rapid play 150), Gailans 93, Gallagher 142, P. Gibbs 169 (rapid play 180), Gordon 117, Mark Hague 70, Hall 51, Harrington 10, Hilton 146, Hodges 26, Hodgkins 138 (rapid play 147), Irving 106, Jenkins 131, Kirkham 115, Lilley 177, Littlewood 186 (rapid play 177), Loftus 142, Lovell 150 (rapid play 139), Mcelroy 154, Mordue 205, Murphy 123 (rapid play 148), Osborne 64, Patching 58, Phillips 88, C. Ross 199 (rapid play 190), David Ross 144, Ryan 4, Smith 99 (rapid play 109), Sobers 110, Thacker 129, Waters 122, Whitehouse 116, Whittle 147 (rapid play 144), Wickett 84, Willis 135, Wragg 150.

Some of our international players have FIDE ratings.  I apologise if I have missed anyone out, I am quoting those sent round the user group by Bill Armstrong: Crouch 2346, Mordue 2286, Ross 2207, Littlewood 2137, Lilley 2087, Armstrong 1966, Chambers 1912, Hilton 1891.  It isn’t clear that when working grades out, FIDE and the ECF use the same time period, so I haven’t attempted to convert the grades, even though Peter Gibbs kindly sent me information to the effect that, to convert an ECF grade of 215 or below to a ELO rating one multiplies the grade by 5 and adds on 1500.  Presumably therefore to go from an ELO rating to an ECF equivalent one applies the formula in reverse, though doing this reveals discrepancies between what one would expect and the ECF published grades.  Hence the query over the time period.

I hope people agree with my decision to include John Littlewood’s grade, even though he recently died (see the obituary at the end of this gazette); it seemed a fitting way to celebrate a notable chess achievement. 

Finally my thanks to Julie Leonard for collating the information on players grades.  People might not be aware that she often has to check the information at least twice, once when the ECF publish it, and again when I have typed each grade out from a spreadsheet into the file I send to the RNIB for processing, so it’s quite a job she does for us. 
Guy Whitehouse.

End of Year Fundraising Report

August and September have seen a famine in fundraising terms.  I cannot recall when such a situation has occurred before.

However, I am pleased to report that the total income for the year ended 30th September 2009 stands at £43,300.

The income is made up as follows:

Charitable Trusts

£30,750;

Companies


£11,475;

Other



£1,075.

You will recall that money was raised for the World Cup which has been delayed until 2010.  Both funders have given their consent in writing for their sponsorship to be carried forward.  The funders were Winton Capital (£7,000) and The Geoff and Fiona Squire Charitable Trust (£2,000).

Fundraising costs for the year are as follows:

Fees


£4,848.00;

Expenses

£   174.60, (Photocopying and Postage).  

TOTAL:  5,022.60
I hope you all agree that it is another successful year and I hope 2010 will continue in the same way.  However, there is £9,000 from two funders who I will not be able to approach next year and that will be difficult to make up.
 Julia Scott, Fundraiser.

Chess Sets and Clocks

I can now report that we have heard from Garde to the effect that their new adapted mechanical chess clock will cost 79 Euros.  That’s something approaching £70 depending on the conversion rate being used.  We are planning to obtain one to assess the quality.  The clock which the BCA asked the RNIB to amend costs £40, considerably less.  To remind members, we did get the RNIB to adapt a model of clock used in one of the Kasparov-Karpov matches.  However if the Garde clock is a better solution than the one we have come up with so far, which is possible since they will be factory-manufactured rather than adapted in the RNIB workshop, the BCA may decide to place a bulk order and subsidise cost to members.  Options are being kept open for now.

We have sold six of the chess sets we had made by our contact in Weymouth, and so far feedback has been pretty positive.  Again to remind members, they are available for £20, and are designed to be used both by players who like prisons for captured pieces and those who don’t.  A board sits in a tray with the holes for the prisons down the side of the tray; those who don’t use prisons can dispose of the tray, but those who do and who bought a Dutch set might be interested to know that the Dutch sets fit inside the tray as well. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Membership Secretary’s Report

Annual subscribers should be aware that membership became due on 1st October 2009 at £7 or £70 for life membership.  Cheques for subscription should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association (BCA) and sent either to myself or to Gill Smith, our treasurer.

Members can also set up a direct debit; details can be obtained from the treasurer.  Members can also use the telephone banking option to pay direct to the BCA account.  If this option is followed, it would be gratefully appreciated if you could let me know that you have paid your subscription.

I cannot emphasize enough how important it is that the guidelines below are followed.  If a member moves and their details are not passed to me, it makes it extremely difficult to keep our membership and gazette records up to date.

If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of medium.

Tournament Director’s Report and Postal Rules

In my reports, I have been using the analogy of nature and how the seasons seem to reflect the different stages of the postal game.  Once again, just as we have seen the games bud and blossom in May, and bloom in the fiery heat of August, as many now enter the end game, one cannot help but observe how they reflect in many ways the musky season of autumn.  Many of the games must now be looking old and barren, much of the early foliage and vivacious vigour giving way to a more sombre look of weather worn fatigue.  Yet the sleepy vacancy of queens and other fine pieces of valour can be deceptive.  For unlike nature, postal chess reposes not into a wintery slumber, for battle never sleeps and danger lurks in the dreamiest corners of the board, and as long as each game has breath, there is danger.

I am glad to say that I have had five people enter the informal email tournament which began on 6th October.  The five players who are battling it out are Colin Chambers, Steve Hilton, Steve Thacker, Phil Gordon and George Phillips.  Email being much quicker than postal chess, it is just about possible that we may see some early results appearing in my next report.    

Before I turn to the scores of the postal games, can I just take this opportunity to remind people that if you want to send in any tournament postal or email games to be published, or would like to offer a comment about a particular completed game, I would be delighted to include it in my report.  Unfortunately, no one has yet graced my report with such priceless info, but February is only round the corner, so don’t be shy, send me your games and comments.  I would like my report to have a kind of interactive feature about it, where games could be shared and discussed.  

40th BCA Championship

Premier – Group Leader David Hodgkins 

Mike Hague-Cohn 0-1 Sicilian Accelerated Dragon 28 

Hodgkins-O’Brien 1-0 Ruy Lopez 33 

O’Brien-Cohn 0-1 English Sicilian 13 

Phillips-Mike Hague 1-0 English 32 

Scores: Hans Cohn 2-2, David Hodgkins 2-2, George Phillips 1-1, Sean O’Brien 0-2, Mike Hague 0-3.

Group A – Group Leader Gary Wickett 

Atherton-Spink 1-0 King’s Pawn 19 

Scores: Frank Atherton 2-2, Gary Wickett 1.5-3, Geoff Patching 0.5-1, Derek Spink 0-2.

Group B – Group Leader Mark Hague 

Rees-Gallacher 0.5-0.5 (no details given)

Brown-Crombie 0-1 King’s Gambit 24 

Gallacher-Brown 0-1 Irregular 24

McGuigan-Crombie 0.5-0.5 Reti 28

Mark Hague-Rees 1-0 Queen’s Pawn 24 

Mark Hague-Brown 0-1 Queen’s Pawn 30 

Scores: Alec Crombie 3.5-4, Steve Brown 2-3, Mark Hague 2-4, Mike McGuigan 0.5-2, David Rees 0.5-2, Eric Gallacher 0.5-3.

BCA League 

League Division 1 – Group Leader David Hodgkins 

McElroy-Hodgkins 1-0 King’s Pawn 36

Scores: Alec Crombie 3.5-5, Frank Atherton 3-4, Ernie McElroy 2-3, Lionel Bryant 2-4, David Gibbs 0.5-2, David Hodgkins 0-4.

At the time of writing, the game between Frank Atherton and Ernie McElroy was still in progress.  Ernie’s game with David Gibbs was still also being fought out.  Frank and Ernie are the only two threats to stop Alec winning the cup.  On the other end of the spectrum, unfortunately David Hodgkins is unable to save himself from relegation and David Gibbs is also in danger of falling prey to the same fate.  However, with so many games still incomplete, no concrete predictions can be made.

League Division 2 – Group Leader Mark Hague

Mike Hague-Bishop 1-0 Irregular 33 

Brown-Patching 1-0 King’s Gambit 64 

(Roger Bishop unfortunately had to pull out and resigned his remaining three games against Steve Brown, Eric Gallacher and Mike McGuigan.)

Scores: Mike Hague 5-6, Mark Hague 4.5-6, Steve Brown 4-6, Geoff Patching 2.5-6, Mike McGuigan 2.5-6, Eric Gallacher 2-6, roger Bishop 0.5-6.

Clearly, as already mentioned in the last Gazette, Mike Hague has finished top of the division, followed closely by Mark Hague, who also gets promoted next season to Division 1.  A good performance by Steve Brown, who was kept in Division 2 by just half a point.  Unfortunately, Eric Gallacher will have to put up with me in Division 3 next year.  However, if I can place a positive spin on such a predicament, for me at least, this does give me the opportunity of getting acquainted with and playing people I have not yet had the pleasure to meet.

League Division 3 – Group Leader Gary Wickett

Rees-Cuthbert 1-0 (unknown) 50 

Scores: George Phillips 6-6, Sean O’Brien 4.5-6, Derek Spink 3.5-6, Gary Wickett 2.5-6, David Rees 2-5, Jim Cuthbert 1.5-6, Allen Richardson 0-5.

As already mentioned in the last issue, promotion goes to George Phillips and Sean O’Brien.  The game between Allen Richardson and David Rees is still ongoing at the time of writing, but whatever the result, Derek will finish in a very commendable third place, which owing to the standard of the two players who gained promotion, is certainly not a fact to be dismissed.

Friendly Games Ladder Table

This issue’s offering has some interesting results.

Patching-Atherton 1-0 Queen’s Indian 35 

Patching-McElroy 0.5-0.5 Queen’s Gambit Declined 49 

Patching-Sobers 1-0 Queen’s Gambit Declined 23

Hodgkins-Patching 1-0 Ruy Lopez 50 

McElroy-Patching 1-0 Ruy Lopez 16 

Hodges-Patching 1-0 Ruy Lopez 62 (This marathon game was finally finished after four and a half years.)

Wickett-Spink 1-0 KP 8

Leading scores: Patching 18, Hodgkins 15, Sobers 14, McElroy 11, Atherton 10.

Braille Chess Association Postal Tournament Rules

  1.  All postal tournaments will normally start on 1st January.  All games must be completed by 31st October of the following year.

  2.  Moves may be transmitted in Braille or, where one or both of the players are non-Braille users, on cassette; preferably using both the algebraic and English notations.  Where both players are Braille users, they may play on cassette provided that both players are in agreement.

  3.  Whichever form of communication is used, it is essential that both players keep a record of the game.  Should there be a dispute over the position of a game, and only one player’s score is available, that record of the game will be taken to be the correct position.

  If during the game a player makes an illegal move they will have to move the piece involved.  However if this is not possible, it will be up to the two players involved to rectify the error.  If this still causes a dispute between both players then clarification should be sought from the group leader, who may refer the problem to the postal tournament director.

  4.  All moves must be preceded by the date of receipt and dispatch.  Players should note that the date of dispatch is the date the move will be collected.  10 moves must be made in 20 days, not counting days in the post.  Time saved can be counted in lieu.

  5.  The onus is on the player with the white pieces to start the game and provide either the plastic envelope or cassette and wallet.  On the completion of the game, these should be returned to their rightful owner.

  Should the plastic envelope or cassette wallet be lost or damaged, the player who did not provide them in the first place will be expected to provide the replacements.

  6.  Where a player beyond the British Isles is involved, all games involving that player shall start on 1st January of the year concerned.  In all such cases airmail must be used for both Braille and cassettes.

  7.  Where games are unfinished by the closing date of the tournament, and the players concerned have not reached agreement as to the result, the game will be sent for adjudication provided that at least 35 moves have been made.

  The postal tournament director, however, in exceptional circumstances, is empowered to send games for adjudication after 30 moves.

  Each player will be required to send his/her score of the game, together with their claim to the result to their group leader who will send it on to the postal tournament director who will pass it on to the BCA adjudicator whose decision shall be final.

  8.  If a player does not hear from his/her opponent within 14 days, a reminder should be sent by recorded delivery repeating the move.  If no response is received within a week of that reminder, the matter should be referred to the group leader who will endeavour to establish contact between the players.  Should this fail, the postal tournament director should be informed and he/she will take appropriate action.

  9.  Ties – ties for first place or in any position involving promotion or relegation will be resolved by the tie-break system as follows:

(a) Sonneborn-Berger – sum of scores of those beaten and half the score of those with whom drawn.

(b) Kashdan - 4 points for a win, 2 points for a draw and 1 point for a loss.

(c) Result of the game between the players involved.

(d) Examination of results from top downwards.

(e) Number of games with black pieces.

  10.  All players involved in a particular tournament will be asked by the group leader whether they wish to enter the next tournament.  However, the postal tournament director has the right to refuse a member’s entry if in his/her opinion that member has shown a reluctance in observing the postal rules.

  In such cases the postal tournament director will notify the player or players concerned.  In such cases the player or players shall have the right of appeal to the committee.

  11.  The postal tournament director may appoint group leaders whose responsibility it will be to:

(a) Send out fixture lists together with addresses and media for all players within the group, rules etc.

(b) Receive results and send them on to the postal tournament director.

  At the end of the competition if a group leader has received claims for a result or results these also must be sent to the postal tournament director for adjudication.

(c) Re-establish contact between players where necessary.

(d) Refer major problems to the postal tournament director.

  12.  Members are asked to adhere to the spirit of these postal rules in order to ensure the smooth running of BCA postal tournaments. 
Gary Wickett.

British Championship 2009

Just 12 members participated in the British Championship from 22nd to 28th August 2009.  Steve Hilton, who would have been the 13th player, had to withdraw owing to an illness of a close relative just after he had arrived in Weston.  Dorothy Hodges arrived on the Sunday having just recovered from illness.

Dauncey's Hotel is situated in a very pleasant position overlooking the sea.  The staff were helpful, but we experienced a slight drop in the quality of meals and of service compared to our previous visit in 2003.

There is little one can say about the competition as it was a two-horse race between Chris Ross and Colin Crouch.  They played a close-fought draw in their personal encounter which left them with 6.5 each from 7.  Colin just finished a fraction ahead on tie-break.  It was necessary for Arbiter, Peter Gibbs, to go down to the 5th or 6th tie-break system before he could separate them.  We were pleased to welcome David and Monica Gibbs who had not been present at a BCA event for a number of years, and David celebrated by winning a grading prize.

The continuing decline in numbers at our events and, particularly the British, is cause for concern.  The committee will be discussing this at its next meeting.  We would welcome any views from members which might lead to more support for this event. 

Scores: Crouch and Ross 6.5, Hodgkins and Lovell 4, Gailans, Gordon and Wickett 3.5, Cuthbert, Gibbs and Phillips 3, Patching 1, Hodges 0.5.  The first grading prize was shared by Gary Wickett and Voldi Gailans, and the second grading prize was won by David Gibbs.  Dorothy Hodges is the BCA Ladies Champion. 
Stan Lovell.

First Priority

What priority do you have when you start a game of chess?  Win at all costs?  Active position and pieces?  Solid position?  All your pieces protecting each other just in case of accidents?  Or none of these?

Actually, given that the prime objective of the game is to checkmate the enemy King, the very first priority ought to be King safety.  In my lectures and training sessions I always emphasise that the very first thing players should do is get castled, and then avoid moving the three Pawns in front of the King unless they absolutely have to.  Of course modern opening theory has many exceptions to this simple rule and sometimes for very good reasons.  Modern chess is not simple, especially when played by strong Grandmasters.

However, we are not all strong Grandmasters, so we should, perhaps, be aspiring to a more realistic level of chess where we take sensible care of our Kings.  The point of this article is not to teach defensive chess - there is an excellent section of this in Euwe and Kramer’s ‘The Middle Game - Book 2” available in the BCA library - but to make the point that the fastest and most serious way to get into trouble during a game is to expose your King unnecessarily.

The game I’m going to use to illustrate this point comes from a recent event, the British VH Championship event at Weston-Super-Mare.  It may surprise you when I tell you that this is the bottom board game from Round 5 rather than an instructional crush from one of our top two players.  Well, if I hadn’t taken a second look at the final position I wouldn’t have been surprised in the way I was, and I would have missed a golden opportunity to make good on the point I’m making.

First of all here’s the game score:

Cuthbert-Hodges

Sicilian

1 e4 c5 2 Bc4 e6 3 Nc3 d6 4 h3 Nf6 5 d3 g6 6 Bg5 Be7 7 Qe2 0-0 8 e5 dxe5 9 Qxe5 Nbd7 10 Qh2 b6 11 0-0-0 Rb8 12 g4 b5 13 Bxb5 a6 14 Bxd7 Bxd7 15 Bf4 Rb4 16 a3 Rd4 17 Nge2 Rxf4 18 Qxf4 Bc6 19 Rhg1 Nd7 20 Qc4 Qa8 21 b4 cxb4 22 axb4 Bf3 23 Rde1 Nb6 24 Qb3 Bd5 25 Nxd5 exd5 26 c3 Bg5+ 27 Kb2 a5 28 bxa5 Qxa5 29 Ra1 Qc5 30 f4 1-0

Black exceeded the time limit.

It is not my intention to analyse the whole game.  I will limit my remarks to pointing out castling on opposite sides often leads to a sharp game and the winner is usually the one who breaks through first.  Jim started a Kingside Pawn advance on move 12, then switched to advancing on the Queenside, the wing on which his King was residing.  Dorothy has castled Kingside then attempted to attack on the Queenside while steadfastly refusing to move the Pawns in front of her King.

The final position is the one that intrigues me.  Black is an Exchange and a Pawn down and White seems to be dominating the open lines.  However, things are not quite as simple as they seem, and that is all down to the exposed position of the White King.  Have a quick look at the position.  A minute or so should suffice.

Done that?  Okay, now have a really good look at it but remember what your first impressions were!

The first thing I noticed was that 30 -Qf2 seemed to be quite an irritating move.  If White defends his pinned Knight by putting a Rook on e1, then Black can play 31 -Bh4 with the idea of moving her Queen away to a square that still attacks the Knight but where the Bishop attacks the Rook.  This would ensure the return of the Exchange.

However, it seems simpler to take the active Bishop, let Black remove the passive Knight and interpose the Queen to defend the Pawn on d3. Hence 31 fxg5 Qxe2+ 32 Qc2 and all seems in order.  That was my first impression. Was it yours?

Except everything is not in order.  After 30 -Qf2 31 fxg5 Qxe2+ 32 Qc2 Black can exploit the exposed position of the White King with 32 -Nc4+!  This sacrifice clears the B-file for the Black Rook and makes use of two main tactical factors: 1) the White King is tied to the defence of the Queen, and 2) its retreat to the back rank will disconnect the Rooks and render them vulnerable.

White can’t decline the sacrifice.  If 33 Kb1 Rb8+ 34 Kc1 Qe3+ and 35 -Qxg1+ is carnage, while 33 Kc1 Qe3+ leads to the same thing.  Hence 33 dxc4 Rb8+. White must go 34 Kc1, and now 34 -Qe3+ will pick up the Rook on g1 as before.  Having gobbled up the Black Knight White at least now has some flexibility with his Queen, so after 35 Qd2 Qxg1+ 36 Qe1 he at least saves the other Rook.  However, all his pieces are now on the back rank.

Black can now emphasise her dominance of the position with the powerful retreat 36 -Qb6 (yes, there are other moves, but this seems to be the most flexible; white has to cover penetration on both flanks).  Now the threat is simply 37 -Qb2 mate. 37 Ra2 loses the Rook after 37 -Qb1+, while trying to run with 37 Kd2 is met by 37 -Qf2+!  Here 38 Qe2 Rb2+, or 38 Kc1 Qb2 mate, and after 38 Kd3 dxc4+ or even first 38 -Qg3+ should be decisive.

White’s best defences are either 37 Qe2 or Qc2, when Black should take time to restore material equality with 37 -dxc4.  Although numerically forces are now level, a big achievement for Black considering she started an Exchange and a Pawn down, Black is winning.  The Black pawn on c4 exerts a decisive clamp, the control of b3 and d3 being particularly useful, while the White Rook is condemned to passive defence on a1 and the White Queen can’t cover all the holes in White’s camp.  I shall leave the reader to examine the position in detail from here on, but you will easily find that the White King is too exposed to survive.

I showed this line to Jim in the evening after the game and, like me, he was startled by how quickly his position went from being very good to lost.  However, this is typical of the sort of thing that happens when the King is not adequately defended.

Of course the above line is not forced, and after 30 -Qf2, I did start by suggesting the most natural move of 31 fxg5.  You may be wondering about the alternative move 31 Qc2.  Believe it or not, that also fails to 31 -Nc4+!  After 32 dxc4 Rb8+ Now 33 Ka3? loses to 33 -Be7+ followed by 34 -Qa7+.  This shows the value of the open A-file.

Instead 33 Kc1 Bxf4+ draws after 34 Nxf4 Qxg1+ 35 Qd1 Qe3+ 36 Qd2 (defending the Knight on f4) 36 -Qg1+ with a perpetual.  If White insists on running with 34 Kd1, then 34 -dxc4! followed by 35 -Rd8+ is deadly.

Unfortunately Dorothy was not able to play any of this because she lost on time.  The lesson is clear though.  In poor or lost positions be as active as possible and target the enemy King if you can.  Don’t be afraid to sacrifice material so that you expose it even further.

Thank you to Jim and Dorothy for producing, even if somewhat unintentionally, a position so conducive for making this all-important point, and for proving that the most interesting games don‘t always feature on the top boards of a tournament.

This leads me on to a few other points about King safety.  A question I’m occasionally asked is “Is it okay to leave my King in the centre when the position is blocked?”  The answer is yes, but be aware of combinations blowing the centre open and catching the King before he safely evacuates.  Here’s a game sent to me by Chris Ross where Black keeps his King safely in the middle for 30 moves, but then castles to a weakened wing and is caught in a strong attack.  This is an early Rossie hack so it’s a collector’s item!

Ross-Simpson

Cleveland Congress 2003.

Sicilian

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6 3 c3 d6 4 d4 cxd4 5 Cxd4 e6 6 Bd3 Nf6 7 0-0 Be7 8 Qe2 Nc6 9 Nc3 d5 10 e5 Nd7 11 a4 Nb4 12 Bb1 Nb6 13 b3 Bd7 14 Bd2 Rc8 15 Nd1 Bc6 16 Ne3 Nd7 17 Ne1 Qb6 18 Qg4 g6 19 Nf3 Qd8 20 h4 h5 21 Qg3 a5 22 Nd1 b6 23 Ng5 Nf8 24 Qf3 Bxg5 25 Bxg5 Qd7 26 Nc3 Nh7 27 Bd2 Qe7 28 g3 Rc7 29 Qe2 Qd7 30 Na2 Nxa2 31 Rxa2 0-0? 32 Bh6 Rb8 33 g4! 

Yes, this line-opening advance exposes the White King as well, but Chris judges that his extra space will enable him to co-ordinate his pieces so that they can defend as well as attack.  Black tries hard to counterattack but is gunned down by superior localised force.

The difference here with the analysis above is that there Black was doing all the attacking from distance in an open position with long-range pieces.  Here the position is semi-closed, so White has to resort to a Pawn storm to break through and the Pawns are supported by both short- and long-range pieces.  This makes it a harder and more complicated task.  Chris copes very well.

33 -Qe7 34 gxh5 Qxh4 35 Kg2 Qxd4 36 Rd2 Qh4 37 Rh1 d4+ 38 f3 Qd8 39 hxg6 Ng5 40 Qd3 Bxf3+ 41 Kg1 Be4 42 Qg3 Rc1+ 43 Kf2 Rxh1 44 Bxg5 Qd5 45 gxf7+ Kf8 46 Bf6 Bg6 47 Qxg6 Rh2+ 48 Kg3 1-0

A question I’m more frequently asked is “How safe is it to go wandering with the King in an endgame?”  That depends on a lot of factors such as how much material there is on the board, whether you are in control of the position, and where exactly is your King headed?

Here’s an example where Tal is able to walk his King right into the heart of his opponent’s position.  Black doesn’t have enough force to trouble the wandering monarch despite being two Pawns to the better.  This game can be found in Irving Chernev's "The Most Instructive Games Of Chess Ever Played" which is also in the BCA library.

Tal-Lisitsin

USSR Championship 1956

Sicilian

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 g6 6 f4 Nc6 7 Nxc6 bxc6 8 e5 Nd7 9 exd6 exd6 10 Be3 Be7 11 Qf3 d5 12 0-0-0 Bf6 13 Bd4 0-0 14 h4 Rb8 15 Qf2 Rb4 16 Bxf6 Nxf6 17 a3 Qb6 18 Qxb6 Rxb6 19 Na4 Rb7 20 Bd3 Nh5 21 Rhf1 Re7 22 f5 gxf5 23 Rfe1 Rfe8 24 Rxe7 Rxe7 25 Kd2

Tal decides his King can safely stroll into Black’s deserted Queenside.

25 -Ng3 26 Kc3 f4 27 Kd4 Bf5 28 Rd2 Re6 29 Nc5 Rh6 30 Ke5 Bxd3 31 cxd3 Rxh4 32 Kd6 Rh6+ 33 Kc7 Nf5 34 Kb7 Nd4 35 Rf2 a5 36 Rxf4 Ne6 37 Rg4+ Kf8 38 Kxc6 Nxc5+ 39 Kxc5 Re6 40 Kxd5 Rb6 41 b4 axb4 42 axb4 Ke7 43 Kc5 Rf6 44 Rd4 Rf5+ 45 Kb6 Rf6+ 46 Kc7 Rf5 47 Re4+ Kf6 48 Kc6 Rf2 49 g4 h5 50 gxh5 Kg5 51 b5 f5 52 Rb4 f4 53 b6 f3 54 b7 1-0

Now here is an example of a strolling King that got caught in the crossfire.

Bolt-Mordue
Torbay Open 2006

Sicilian

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 e6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 d6 6 Bc4 a6 7 a4 Nc6 8 Bb3 Be7 9 0-0 0-0 10 Be3 Qc7 11 Qe2 Bd7 12 f4 Na5 13 Rad1 Nxb3 14 Nxb3 b5 15 a5 b4 16 Bb6 Qb7 17 e5 bxc3 18 exf6 Bb5 19 Qf3 Qxf3 20 Rxf3 Bxf6 21 Nd4 cxb2 22 Rb3 Rfc8 23 Rxb2 d5 24 Ra2 Be8 25 Kf2 Rc4 26 Rd2 Rac8 27 g3 h6 28 Ke3 Rc3+ 29 Kf2 R8c4?

A simple oversight trapping my own Rook on c3.  However, Black has a lot of compensation for the Exchange blundered and it transpires that the White Knight was controlling a lot of important squares, notably b5 and e2.

30 Ne2 Bb5 31 Nxc3 Bxc3 32 Rd1?

Instead 32 Rd3 was necessary just to maintain the balance.  Now White’s King goes from being centralised to centrifuged.  What is remarkable is the speed with which it happens.  The difference from the preceding example is that Black still has quite a lot of force, and it all (bar the King and the a6 Pawn) converges on the hapless White monarch.

32 -Re4 33 Rc1 Re2+ 34 Kf3

If 34 Kg1 d4 threatens 35 -Bd2 followed by 36 -Be3+ 37 Kh1 Bc6 mate.

34 -Rxh2 35 Bf2 g5 36 fxg5 hxg5 37 g4 f5 38 gxf5 exf5 39 Bg3 Be2+ 0-1

After 40 Ke3 d4 is a pure mate involving six units.

In conclusion: First priority? Take good care of your King!. 
Tyson Mordue.

Obituary: John Littlewood

The BCA lost one of its most prestigious members when John Littlewood died on 16th September, 2009.  He was 78 years old.

John was born on 25th May 1931, the fourth of eleven siblings, in Sheffield.  He showed no interest in chess until the age of thirteen, when he played against a friend and lost.  The experience of continually losing to his friend spurred him to go to the library and read every chess book he could get his hands on.  Soon the roles were reversed, and he also found that he could beat every player at the local club as well.  He later went on to win chess tournaments during his time at Sheffield University.

National service interrupted his chess career; during his time in the forces he taught reading and writing to soldiers.  He then went into teaching, and resumed his chess career with a creditable performance at the British Championship in York.

The tournament that most chess enthusiasts talk about in connection with John’s career is the Hastings 1961, when John launched a fearsome attack against Botvinnik, which the then world champion was only able to defend through a tactical finesse.  Botvinnik thought highly enough of the game to include it in the book of best games.  But there were also other notable performances by John at that tournament, notably a 25-move win against the American grandmaster Arthur Bisguier, which led to the American asking: “What do they feed this guy on?  Raw meat?”  John was also proud to have defeated the German grandmaster Wolfgang Uhlmann twice.

John represented England twice at the Chess Olympiad, scoring 6/13 (all decisive results) in 1962 and 5/7 (no losses) in 1972.  In 1969 he came close to tying for first place in the British Championship with the legendary Penrose, but spoiled a promising position against Frank Parr in the final round.  In 2006 John became national seniors champion at the age of 75, and finished equal first in 2008.  He was also an active chess writer to the very last, submitting his “Littlewood’s choice” column on the day before he died.  He was also one time director of junior chess in England.

On top of all this John proved to be a great friend to the BCA.  He regularly coached the Olympiad team, reading many hours of material on to cassette for them.  He acted as travelling companion and guide to Hans Cohn during his presidency of IBCA, and Hans remembers one particular incident that took place in the IBCA Individual World Championship in Moscow in 1986.  Hans had recently had a plastic eye fitted, and the fit was as yet not perfect so that it fell out at the breakfast table.  John dived under the table to retrieve it, and a Russian waiter approached and asked what was wrong.  In his best Russian John explained that “my friend has lost an eye”, whereupon the waiter let out a scream and ran off.

If it sounds as if John only mixed with the chess greats, I should perhaps point out that when the BCA started contacting coaches to see if they would give lower-graded BCA players coaching, John was one of the very few who said that he would.  This seems to confirm what others have written about John, that he was a genuinely kind and courteous man who showed that, contrary to popular belief, it is possible to combine a genuinely high level of ability with a pleasant and likeable personality.

Information for this obituary was taken from an article linked to by the ECF website.  BCA members also contributed. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Death of Mary Bonham, MBE

Although the BCA’s connection to the Bonham family is primarily through the legendary Reginald D. Bonham, it does seem fitting to mention the recent death of his sister Mary, since she dedicated her life to improving the lot of blind people.

Mary died at Severn Heights Nursing Home in March this year.  Born blind herself, she went on to a long teaching career, much of which was spent in specialist schools educating other blind children.  In 1976 she became involved with the Worcestershire Association of the Blind, an organisation which she served for the next 28 years, 9 of which were spent as the organisation’s president.  She is widely credited with having moved the organisation forward, and it is a fitting tribute to her that the Bonham hall, at the association’s Bradbury Centre, is named after both her and her brother Reginald. 
Guy Whitehouse.
