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Editorial

There is a lot of material in this gazette, plenty to keep you going through the winter nights and Christmas.  Thanks to all those who contributed material to the gazette and towards the cost of its production.  Please could I have contributions for the February gazette by 8th January.
Unfortunately nobody entered the diamond jubilee quiz so the solutions are not quoted at length apart, that is, from position 12.  Thanks to Hans for putting the quiz together anyway.

A brief note from Norman:  he still has Braille bulletins of the games of the European championships held in Durham and you can obtain electronic versions of the bulletins from Chris Ross.  You’ll notice a full report on that event from Stan in this gazette.  I’d also like to highlight the obituary for Peter Price; I would simply say I wholeheartedly echo the sentiments expressed in it.

Finally I’d like to wish you all an early merry Christmas and prosperous and happy new year for 2008, both on and off the chessboard. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming Events
Please note: As per the booking conditions, late booking and entry for any of the events in this section will be subject to a £6 penalty.  Please read the booking conditions at the end of this section.

IMPORTANT: Please note that due to circumstances beyond the control of the tournament organisers, the date and venue of the AGM tournament have changed.  New details are below.  
28th -30th March 2008. Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress. The Midland Hotel, Derby.
The AGM will take place on Saturday 8 March at 2pm.  The entry fee for the tournament will be £10.  The cost of accommodation for members and associate members will be £42.50 per day.  There is no single room supplement. This price includes dinner, bed and breakfast.  The cost for non members and for those wishing to stay Sunday night will be £50 per day.  The closing date for bookings and entries is 6th January 2008.

The tournament will take the usual format with a major open to all VH players and to associate members of BCA and a minor limited to those whose grade is 80 or below.  The rate of play will be all moves in 90 minutes for each player.

Entries including full payment should be sent to Sean O’Brien, 12 Crossway, Raynes Park, London, SW20 9JA, Tel: 0208 540 4001.  Please include a Braille note with your entry.  If you are not a Braille user, please include a tape stating your requirements.  I assure you your tape will be returned so an AFB label addressed to yourself would be appreciated.  Organisers: Sean O’Brien and Mary Cuthbert.
9th – 16th July 2008.  Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  Tralee Hotel, Westhill Road, Bournemouth. Entry fee £10.  Seven nights’ accommodation for members and associate members £230.  The cost for those staying less than 7 nights and for non-members is £38.50 per day.  These rates include dinner, bed and breakfast.  The closing date for bookings and entries is 8 May 2008.
The Tralee Hotel was a very popular venue for our British Championship in April 2007.  The hotel is situated near to the beach lift on West Cliffe, the quiet end of Bournemouth.  It is within comfortable walking distance of shops and other amenities.  This event is ideal for those who want to make the week into a chess holiday.  The tournament, which is limited to those whose grade is 130 or below, will be played over six rounds allowing a rest day.  In this event we particularly welcome our associate members to join us and participate in the tournament. 

The first game will take place on the day of arrival, Wednesday 9 July, in the evening.  The other games will be in the mornings starting at 10 AM, the rate of play being all moves in 105 minutes for each player.  Some coaching will be arranged in the afternoon for those who want it.

Bookings to Stan and Jan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL, 
Tel: 01642 775668 
Email stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk.
Please note: If you pay online, by telephone banking or direct to the treasurer, you must still inform the organisers giving your booking requirements.

Booking conditions. 
VH UK residents under the age of 25 participating in BCA events receive free entry and free accommodation.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Postdated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings received after the advertised closing date are subject to a £6 late booking penalty and are accepted subject to the discretion of the tournament organiser.

Those booking on-line or by telephone banking must ensure their payment is cleared by the closing date and must inform the treasurer and tournament organiser.

Those booking extra nights are requested not to send payment for the extra nights to BCA as this should be paid to the hotel.  It is, however, necessary for them to inform the tournament organiser in order that their rooms may be reserved.

Special requests for room requirements etc should be made to the tournament organiser and not to the hotel. 

BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. Name: Braille Chess Association; Sort Code: 405240; Account Number: 00082456. If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. Solihull Tournament 2007. 
Stan Lovell.

Invitation from the Netherlands

Dear Chess Friends, 
It is a pleasure to invite you to our ‘Open NSVG Championship’ in Nunspeet, the Netherlands.  The event runs from Thursday 21st February 2008 (including dinner) to Sunday 24th February 2008 (including lunch).  We expect you to arrive between 3pm and 5:30pm on Thursday 21st February.

The venue is the Hotel Dennenhoeve, Elspeterweg 14 at Nunspeet, in an area called the ‘Veluwe’, just south of Zwolle.

Tournament format: The tournament will be played over six rounds in accordance with the Swiss system.  The rounds will be played on Thursday evening, Friday morning and afternoon, Saturday morning and afternoon and Sunday morning.  Byes may be taken until round four.  The prize-giving will be during lunch on Sunday.  The total prize fund is 500 Euros.  Prizes are available for the NSVG champion in groups A and B and also for second and third.  There is a prize for both the best female player and the best junior player.  Any player may receive only one prize.

Costs: The cost for full board is 145 Euros each for two sharing a twin room and 165 Euros single.  The entry fee is included in this price.  The cost for guides sharing is 125 Euros sharing and 145 Euros single.  Members of NSVG pay a lower rate.

Registration and full payment must be made before 1st January 2008.  Those paying by bank transfer must ensure the full payment reaches the organisers.  You must pay your own bank charges.

You are also requested to send a completed registration form which can be downloaded from www.nsvg.nl.

After you have made your booking you will receive confirmation and further details including travel directions.
Treasurer’s Report

Banking details remain the same for Members wishing to pay by telephone banking or internet banking. 

Name: Braille Chess Association; Sort Code: 405240; Account Number: 00082456. 

A basic description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. Solihull 07 or 75th Anniversary etc. will be helpful.

Do not hesitate to let the fundraising sub committee know of ideas to either raise funds or raise the profile of the BCA.

Please contact either Julia Scott or myself if you think of or know about a potential donor.  Any ideas on fundraising are most welcome; an idea does not necessarily have to be a money raising idea but might simply start to open a door for the future or encourage new members.

Millennium prize draw.  Recent winners during 2006 – 2007 financial year include: 

	September:
	R. Harrington no. 5; 

	August:
	S. Lovell no. 36; 

	July:
	S. Watkins no. 17;

	June:
	C. Brown no. 4; 

	May:
	A.T. Mordue no. 25. 

	April:
	P.Price no. 78. 

	March:
	R.Waters no. 67. 


Thank you to all once again for your continued support.  Your number remains in the draw and payment remains due unless you advised otherwise. 

Subscription for the year ahead remains at £7 and can I ask you to pay promptly to help with administration.  Remember you can join as Life Member at a discounted rate during Jubilee Year

Fundraising Sub-Committee: 

With the busy activity of Tournaments during the financial year together with those on the horizon, it has been an extremely busy time.  Whilst more of the detailed figures will appear in the annual accounts suffice is to say that your Fundraiser, Julia Scott, has been very very successful.  Not only in accessing funds but in the breadth of accessing funds from far and wide.  I know you will join all committee members in thanking Julia for these endeavours and for going not just the extra mile but the plural thereof. 
Richard Kidals, BCA treasurer, B.A. (Hons), ACMA.

Last Call for Haaksbergen

The annual IBIS chess tournament in Haaksbergen, The Netherlands, will take place from Friday 18th to Monday 21st April 2008 and all those wishing to go should contact myself, the organiser, either by telephoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN, by no later than Saturday 29th December 2007 with their names and hopefully a sighted guide.

Unfortunately, it is not possible to give a price for this trip at present.  This is because the Stenaline price brochure for 2008 is not available until the end of December.  The high-speed ferry has now been replaced by the overnight ferry, so if the organised party travels by ferry, it will be necessary to arrive at Harwich on Thursday evening 17th April 2008.  It would also mean returning to Harwich Tuesday morning 22nd April 2008.  I am also looking into the possibility of flying from Birmingham airport leaving on Friday 18th and returning on Monday 21st April 2008.

Should you wish to make your own travel arrangements this is acceptable, but you still must notify the organiser of these details. 
David Hodgkins.

Membership Secretary’s Report

As it is our 75th anniversary, the committee has decided to offer life membership at a reduced rate of £50 from 1st March 2007 to 30th September 2008.  If anyone who is not already a life member wishes to take advantage of this, all they need to do is forward a cheque made payable to the Braille Chess Association (BCA) to either myself or our Treasurer Richard Kidals.
Annual subscribers should remember that their subscriptions are due as of 1st October 2007.  If members wish to continue paying annually, it would be much easier for Richard Kidals and myself regarding administration if you would set up a standing order with BCA for your subs.  Richard Kidals will be able to provide you with the details you require in this respect (editor’s note: see treasurer’s report or terms and conditions in forthcoming events for necessary banking details).

It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:  If anyone has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you have a change of address, however slight, or if you require to change the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of media.
David Hodgkins.

Tournament Director’s Report

With only two results left to complete the league championship from 2006 to 2007 I think it is now time to ask if anyone would like to take part in the league season starting 1st January 2008 and ending October 31st 2009.  All existing league players will automatically be enrolled unless they notify me otherwise.  If you haven’t played correspondence chess before why not give it a go and enjoy the relaxed style of play and get to know your fellow BCA competitors through the friendly chats that go on through the  tape correspondence.  If you would like to enrol in the league competition please either phone or send an e-mail to mark.hague@gol.gsi.gov.uk.  The competition rules are listed at the end of this report for your convenience. 
39th BCA Championship. Results

Group A: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Bishop - Wickett 0.5-0.5 4 Knights 39

Phillips - Brown 1-0 unknown 33

Brown - Wickett 1-0 Kings Gambit Declined 46

Scores: Phillips 2-2, Brown 1-2, Bishop 0.5-1, Wickett 0.5-3.

Group B: Group Leader Mark Hague

Atherton Spink 1-0 Polish 19

Scores: Mark Hague 2-2, Atherton 1-1, Mike Hague 1-1, Spink 0-2, 

Gallacher 0-2.

BCA League Results

League Division 4: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Davy-Bishop 0-1 Guico Piano 46

Townshen - Davy 1-0 Unknown

Davy - Cuthbert 0.5-0.5 Kings Pawn 29

Scores: Bishop 5-5, Cuthbert 3-5, Wickett 3-5, Townshend 2.5-5, 

Davy 0.5-4 Richardson 0-4.

Friendlies: No friendlies to report.  Please ensure that you send me the results of all your friendly games.  Leading Scorers: Spink 21, Bryant 14, Sobers 12, Patching 8, Hodgkins 6, Atherton 5

BRAILLE CHESS ASSOCIATION POSTAL TOURNAMENT RULES

  1.  All postal tournaments will normally start on 1st January.  All games must be completed by 31st October of the following year.

  2.  Moves may be transmitted in Braille or, where one or both of the players are non-Braillists, on cassette; preferably using both the algebraic and English notations.  Where both players are Braillists, they may play on cassette provided that both players are in agreement.

  3.  Whichever form of communication is used, it is essential that both players keep a record of the game.  Should there be a dispute over the position of a game, and only one player’s score is available, that record of the game will be taken to be the correct position.  If during the game a player makes an illegal move they will have to move the piece involved.  However if this is not possible, it will be up to the two players involved to rectify the error.  If this still causes a dispute between both players then clarification should be sought from the group leader, who may refer the problem to the postal tournament director.

  4.  All moves must be preceded by the date of receipt and dispatch.  Players should note that the date of dispatch is the date the move will be collected.  10 moves must be made in 20 days, not counting days in the post.  Time saved can be counted in lieu.

  5.  The onus is on the player with the white pieces to start the game and provide either the plastic envelope or cassette and wallet.  On the completion of the game, these should be returned to their rightful owner.  Should the plastic envelope or cassette wallet be lost or damaged, the player who did not provide them in the first place will be expected to provide the replacements.

  6.  Where a player beyond the British Isles is involved, all games involving that player shall start on 1st January of the year concerned.  In all such cases airmail must be used for both Braille and cassettes.

  7.  Where games are unfinished by the closing date of the tournament, and the players concerned have not reached agreement as to the result, the game will be sent for adjudication provided that at least 35 moves have been made.  The postal tournament director, however, in exceptional circumstances, is empowered to send games for adjudication after 30 moves.  Each player will be required to send his/her score of the game, together with their claim to the result to their group leader who will send it on to the postal tournament director who will pass it on to the BCA adjudicator whose decision shall be final.

  8.  If a player does not hear from his/her opponent within 14 days, a reminder should be sent by recorded delivery repeating the move.  If no response is received within a week of that reminder, the matter should be referred to the group leader who will endeavour to establish contact between the players.  Should this fail, the postal tournament director should be informed and he/she will take appropriate action.

  9.  Ties for first place or in any position involving promotion or relegation will be resolved by the tie-break system as follows:

(a) Sonneborn-Berger – sum of scores of those beaten and half the score of those with whom drawn.

(b) Kashdan - 4 points for a win, 2 points for a draw and 1 point for a loss.

(c) Result of the game between the players involved.

(d) Examination of results from top downwards.

(e) Number of games with black pieces.

  10.  All players involved in a particular tournament will be asked by the group leader whether they wish to enter the next tournament.  However, the postal tournament director has the right to refuse a member’s entry if in his/her opinion that member has shown a reluctance in observing the postal rules.  In such cases the postal tournament director will notify the player or players concerned.  In such cases the player or players shall have the right of appeal to the committee.

  11.  The postal tournament director may appoint group leaders whose responsibility it will be to:

(a) Send out fixture lists together with addresses and media for all players within the group, rules etc.

(b) Receive results and send them on to the postal tournament director.

  At the end of the competition if a group leader has received claims for a result or results these also must be sent to the postal tournament director for adjudication.

(c) Re-establish contact between players where necessary.

(d) Refer major problems to the postal tournament director.

  12.  Members are asked to adhere to the spirit of these postal rules in order to ensure the smooth running of BCA postal tournaments. 
Mark Hague

From the Technical Sub-Committee

First of all there has been a change on the technical sub-committee. Stan Lovell has stood down and Alec, BCA chair, has joined.  I would like to thank Stan for all the work he has put in on the technical sub-committee all these years.  He has been instrumental in bringing about solutions and proposed solutions mentioned below.

Chess sets: We now feel that the firm we are dealing with in India, while not 100%, represent our best option at the moment.  We feel the sets they have provided us with are adequate and we are proposing to move into negotiations with them over provision of other styles of set, specifically larger/smaller boards and sets with prisons.  Research done by the sub-committee suggests that it is sets with prisons that are the most in demand at the moment.  We will report in the gazette once we have such sets.

Chess clocks: unfortunately we have had a setback on this front.  We had ordered a sizable number of modified clocks from our former supplier, but the order has fallen through; the supplier cites difficulties in obtaining relevant clock parts and expense.  Stan was impressed with the clocks used by the Russian team at the Europeans in Durham and is tracking down the supplier.  He has obtained an address from the all Russian association of the blind and we will report further progress in the gazette when and as it happens.

Digital clocks: Chris and Stan saw a talking digital clock produced in Spain and were not overly impressed. The main problem was the complexity involved in setting the time controls and language options.  The plan for the clock suppliers DGT to develop a talking digital clock has not progressed as it seems the price being quoted for research and development is very high.  Discussions and investigations by the technical sub-committee are ongoing. 
Guy Whitehouse. 
New Books on Cassette
1. Vlastimir Hort, Vladimir Yansa: SIT WITH THE GRANDMASTERS 
“This book by the two leading GMs of the mid-20th century is set out in an original way.  The authors have assembled 230 positions from their games (not all of them won by any means) and invite readers to share in the decision-making process.  In most positions two questions are asked, which side stands better and how should the side whose turn it is to move continue; several alternatives are suggested.  Each position has a number of points awarded for the correct solution and the sum total of these enables readers to determine their strength.  This is not a book to be read from cover to cover, but an essential addition to your library to sharpen one’s ability of assessing positions”. 
8 cassettes. This is the book from which 11 positions were taken for the Diamond Jubilee Quiz.  As it was, the horses, taken to the water, did not drink, but some have expressed the wish to see the answers.  This book will now enable them to do so.  The numbers of the 11 positions are: 141, 150, 154, 158, 159, 163, 169, 171, 188, 225, 227.  No. 12, not from the book, is given below because it is too good to miss!

2. THE MIDDLE GAME: STRATEGY AND TACTICS. 
This is the first instalment of an ongoing series of articles and extracts from books on a subject on which there is a dearth in the library. Many of the articles are by the eminent American theorist Edmar Mednis who died a few years ago. There is an index cassette to tell readers where items are to be found. These include: tactical ideas as the basis of opening study; the advantage of the first move in symmetrical positions; beware of revenge checks; three pawns or a minor piece?; should white/black capture towards the centre?; what is equality?; earlier or later: 1. d4 or 1. g3?; sister openings; the resurrection of the dead; the value of the two bishops; two bishops are not everything; bishops of opposite colour; bishop and pawn against rook and pawn; drawing combinations; mating motifs; chess psychology. 10 cassettes.
Diamond Jubilee Quiz – Solution 
Position 12 Bertrina-Ghitescu 1964. white: Kg1, Qh6, Rd1, Lf8 and b1, pawns a2, b2, c3, g2 h3; black: Kg8, Qe5, Rb7, Lc6 and e1, pawns a7, c5, e7, f7, g6 and h7. White to move.

Solution: 1 Lg7!! Lf2 2 Kf1 (if 2 Kf2 Rb2 or 2 Kh1 Lg2 3 Kg2 Qg3 ) 2 -Lb5 (if 2 -Lb2 3 Kf2! Rb2 4 Kg1 the black bishop is obstructing rook and queen. Without further checks black only has 4 -Qb8 5 Le5 5 -Qf8 6 Rd8! and after a few harmless revenge checks –6 -Rb1 7 Kg2 Rb2 8 Kg3 – he is mated) 3 Kf2 Qe2 4 Kg3 Qd1 5 Lh8!! Qd6 6 Kf2 or 5 -Qe1 6 Kh2 and black must give up the queen. 

4th IBCA European Individual Championship

Six international masters, four FIDE masters and one woman FIDE master were among the 76 players from 25 countries who competed for the title of European champion.  The venue for what many believe to have been the strongest field ever for an individual championship for the blind and partially sighted was St. Aidan’s College, Durham University.

Top seed, Yuri Meshkov (Russia) got off to a flying start with five consecutive wins, but Jaroslav Olsar (Czech Republic) was also in great form just half a point behind.  Already the reigning world champion Berlinsky and the former world champion Krylov(both Russia) were feeling the pace and had dropped a game each.

Round six saw the crunch pairing of Meshkov against Olsar.  Perhaps to some people’s surprise, Olsar won a hard-fought game to go into the lead which he maintained to the end finishing with the magnificent total of eight points from nine games.  Second was Meshkov with 7.5. 13th seed, Sergey Grigorchuk (Ukraine) also had a fine tournament finishing in third place on seven points.  Ukraine had a fine tournament all round with all of their four players figuring in the prizes:  Wassin 4th on 6.5, Lubov Zsiltzova taking the prize for the leading woman player and Mikhailo Baloha the junior prize.  The grading prize was taken by Selim Altinok (Turkey) and the senior prize (over 60) went to Kresimir Kacic-Karlin (Croatia).

Of the UK players, the performance of Chris Ross was outstanding.  His score of 6 from 9 put him an eleven player tie for 5th place.  His placing according to the SPS tie-break was 12th, 14 places above his seeding position of 26.  Colin Crouch, who was not enjoying the best of health during the event, also finished on 6 with Graham Lilley, Steve Hilton and Les Whittle on 4 and Colin Chambers and Bill Armstrong on 3.5.
This was the biggest event we have put on for many years. Its success depended on the work of many people. Jan and I want to offer our sincere thanks to a marvellous team of people.  Let us try to name them. Arbiters: Gerry Walsh, Julie Leonard Peter Gibbs and Hugo Roman from Belgium.  Stewards and helpers: Norman Andrews, Roger Waters David Mills, Richard Murphy, Celia Gibbs, Sheila Milsom and Christine Andrews.  Fellow organisers, Norman and Pauline Wragg and the organising committee: Bill Armstrong, Alec Crombie and Richard Kidals.  A very special mention to Gill Smith who collated all replies and bookings and who was an immense help throughout the organising of the event.  The bulletin team: Tyson Mordue, Hans Cohn and Norman Stevenson. Thanks also to: David Clayton and Steve Hughes who operated the electronic digital boards which transmitted the top four games to the internet.  In addition, David set up links to many websites and also found time to give valuable assistance on bulletin production.  Thanks to Chris Ross and David Ross who set up the computers, printer, Braille embosser and photocopier for bulletin production; to Mike Murphy who escorted some overseas players from Gatwick airport to Kings Cross station for their train to Durham; to Julie Leonard, who, in addition to her responsibilities as an arbiter, produced result slips, score sheets, table name cards, flags and much else.  All gave generously of their time and many went beyond the call of duty.  We also thank the friendly college staff, the well-organised guides at the cathedral and Jamie Robinson and his crew who made the river cruise and barbecue on the Prince Bishop cruiser so enjoyable.
Such an event depends on having the money to pay, and for this we have to thank our fund-raiser Julia Scott who managed to persuade sufficient potential sponsors that this was a worthwhile project. We thank them all.

Our abiding memory will be of the quartet Kerim and Selim Altinok (Turkey) Bogdan Bozinovic (Croatia) and Andreas Ilic (Germany) accompanying community singing and dancing around the tables by friends from many countries around midnight on the final evening. 
Stan and Jan Lovell.

Note: If you would like a full bulletin of all the games played contact Norman Wragg for Braille or Chris Ross for print or electronic copies.
Magnusson-Ross, Goa

A few issues ago, I promised to submit my last round game from Goa against Jürgen Magnusson.  It was a strange scenario, as neither of us had anything to play for, both of us being on 4.5/9.  Pride was at stake and since we had been good naturedly teasing each other during the tournament, everybody was somehow expecting a quick draw offer to come from one of us.  But as the game progressed, move 12 was reached and it became apparent that we were not going to settle for a bow out draw but a fight was on the cards!

Magnusson was probably the strongest VI player around in the early 90's and although still a very strong 2300 plus player, he has somewhat deteriorated in recent times.  No matter though, a strong opponent was still confronting me – 

Pre-match analysis saw a line he played against Krylov in the early rounds, where he had Krylov on the ropes and fighting for his life.  Some interesting opening preparation was made but Magnusson, suspecting this, bowed out of the obviously prepared theory I had planned.

Magnusson-Ross, Nimzo-Indian

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nc3 Bb4 4 a3 Bxc3+ 5 bxc3 c5 6 f3 d6 7 e4 Nc6 8 Be3

I'm not that impressed with this move all in all.  I think the bishop should stay at home until it is clear as to where he belongs.  On c1, the bishop leaves its options open.  The game strategy is obvious.  Black intends to put all his pawns on dark squares and ensure that the light coloured bishops are reduced to pawns.  White must lever open the centre with f3-f4 thrusts and the c1 bishop must be used to aid that.  Also, Ra2 ideas swinging across the 2nd rank have to be kept in the offing.  White wants to get Bd3 in and Ne2, but the d4 pawn is left hanging.  However, Black is naturally going to challenge the d4 pawn even more and eventually ask it to advance or to exchange itself.  Waiting for the decision is probably not the best for White and he should commit himself immediately with 8 d5 and after 8 -Na5, 9 Bd3 is possible.

The text-move only invites Black to solidify his pawn structure, put his pawns on more dark squares and facilitate the bishop's path to attack the weakened c4 pawn, which is the focus of Black's game.

8 -b6 9 Bd3 e5 10 d5

If White was intent on holding the tension in the centre, then he should carry on in such a vein.  See below for opening references.
10 -Na5 11 Ne2 Ba6
Castling here is certainly a plan for Black.  However, I had more ambitious intentions here and the immediate pressure on the c4 pawn is rather uncomfortable for White.  It was about now that it was clear that an early draw was not going to occur!
12 Ng3 Qd7 13 Qe2 h5!?
The critical position has now arisen.  Having now decided that the draw was not an option, turning my mind to winning the game became my objective.  A long thought was taken over this move, but the correct decision was finally made.
Black has to carry on in his aggressive manner.  The threat of Qa4 and the rounding up of the c-pawn is too strong for White to ignore.  The big question is though where the white king belongs.  Leaving him in the centre seems to be best although that is a hard decision to make.  For Black, the king safety is another matter.  On the king-side, he would be vulnerable to attacks after the pawn lever f3-f4.  Ideas like Nf5 and Bg5 for White would be very annoying to deal with.  As the queen-side is blockaded, Black can hide his king over there since the knight on a5 is not going to be dislodged very quickly.
Therefore, Black begins immediately to pressure the white king-side.  The launching of the pawns threatens to gain space and drive the white pieces backward.  The white bishop pair is actually of no worth here as both bishops are pretty rubbish.  It will take a long time before any of them can come into their true strength and will never do so whilst the pawn structure is so blockaded.
14 a4
White wishes to stop the threat of -Qa4, but venturing out there with the black queen and allowing Nf5 ideas is very risky indeed.  White probably does best to castle and make a big decision after that.
14 -g6 15 0-0 h4 16 Nh1 Rh5
It is essential to prevent Bg5 ideas for White which would make life for Black extremely unpleasant.
17 Nf2 0-0-0 18 Nd1
White struggles to find a decent and worthwhile plan. Black has control, is running the show and white has too many weaknesses at a4 and c4 to deal with and to hope to strike out in the centre.  The knight is now employed to do its defensive duties on b2, where it will guard a4 and b2, but it’s a pretty miserable role for the beast.
18 -Rg8 19 Nb2
If White attempts to prevent the oncoming pawn march, he may blast his own king dangerously wide. 19 f4 h3 20 g3 Ng4 looks scary for White.
19 -g5 20 Kf2
White decides that the kingside is too dangerous for his king to remain there.  He makes a break for the queenside and allows his queen's rook to swing across to aid in the defense.
20 -Rh7 21 Rg1 g4 22 Raf1 Rhg7
There are so many ways in which to capitalise for Black here.  Computer analysis reckons 22 -g3+! 23 hxg3 Nh5 is simply winning.  I see no decent way for white to meet this, I have to say!
23 Ke1 Qe7 24 f4?!
White should continue his flight and not make any attempt to free his position.  He should simply sit and wait and ask Black to prove his advantage and to open him up.  24 Kd1 Kb8 and White can shuffle around on the back ranks and let Black make the pushing.  Pushing the f-pawn is just opening up more lines and making more weaknesses for the black pieces to attack.
24 -Nd7
Asking the question of the f4 pawn. 24 -Nh5 25 fxe5 dxe5 26 g3 seems to be holding for White, so Black threatens to outpost the black knight on e5.
25 fxe5?
Playing into Black's hands.  Naturally, White is anxious to open up the position for his bishops, but this gives the black knight a wonderful outpost on e5, from which it is not easy to expel him.  With Black threatening to chop on f4 and gain the outpost for himself in any case, White did best to play 25 f5 and once again, wait for Black to open things up down the g & h files.  Naturally, White doesn't want to play f5 and blockade his light squared bishop any more and make the e4-pawn backward, but that is the consequence of pushing the f-pawn unnecessarily.
25 -Nxe5 26 Kd1 Kc7
The black king steps out of the way to allow the bishop to re-emerge  into the fight.  Also, the king keeps an eye on the d6-pawn which could be loose in the future.
27 Rf4 Bc8 28 Bc2 Ng6
At this stage, White got into very serious time trouble, having less than 5 minutes to complete 40 moves.  Black's text-move is a very cheeky one going after a stray pawn, but it’s consistent with his play.  However, things get a bit scary now for a while.
29 Rff1 Qe5 30 Qd2
Putting pressure down the c1-h6 diagonal.  Black has to steal the pawn, otherwise his play so far would not make any sense.  30 Kc1 Qxh2 31 Rf6 Bd7 doesn't help White.
30 -Qxh2 31 Bh6 

Perhaps unnecessary.  White wanted to force the rook on to the h7 square to ensure that the knight on g6 would be pinned against it when the future sac e4-e5 is thrown in.  However, the bishop can do the same job from f6, hitting the g7 rook.
31 Bg5 with the idea of Bf6 is actually awkward for Black, but it is still playable.  Say 31 -Bd7 32 Bf6 Rh7 33 e5 dxe5 34 d6+ Kb8 and White doesn't quite have enough for the two pawns.  If 34 Be4, then -Qg3 and the black queen will soon return to the fight.  Qd5 ideas for White can always be kicked away with Bc6 and the D-pawn isn't marching very far. A tense position would result and one that White could never have figured out in such time restrictions.
31 -Rh7 32 Bg5 h3
Provocative.  32 -Bd7 is more solid and cleaner.  The advance of the h-pawn can be held back and White doesn't seem to have any decent plan apart from the e4-e5 sac.
33 e5?!
If White doesn't give up the 2nd pawn, then his position will have no activity in it at all.  33 Bf6 was certainly an alternative, but it could be regarded as slightly too slow.
33 -Qxe5
Bringing the queen back into the game and not allowing the white d-pawn to march on causing problems.  33 -dxe5 34 d6+ Kb8 35 d7 Bxd7 36 Qxd7 hxg2 37 Qd6+ Ka8 38 Be4+ Nb7 39 Rxg2 is lost for Black.
34 Re1
Releasing the pressure somewhat. 34 Bf6 would ask the question of the black queen, which would probably hide on h5.  The rook on h7 would then need some shuffling to get back into the game, but the black kingside pawns are becoming stronger the more white messes around.  34 gxh3 gxh3 35 Kc1 f5 is just not good enough for White. he needs action and tactics to keep Black busy.
34 -Qg7 35 gxh3
White has no choice but to open up more lines. 35 Bf4 f5 36 Bg3 Nh4 37 Bxh4 Rxh4 hasn't helped White and only allowed the black pawns look more menacing.
35 -Rxh3
Black must be extremely careful here.  35 -gxh3 36 Bxg6 and White can win the queen with 36 -fxg6 37 Re7+ or 36 -Qxg6 37 Bd8+.  OK, Black would get a bit of material for the queen, but it is unnecessary when the recapture of the rook puts pressure on the c3 square and keeps things under control.
36 Rgf1
Again, White is looking for action down the open files, but Black can deflect this easily enough.  36 Re3 Rh5 37 Reg3 Qe5 was the other way to play it, but White hasn't gone very far.
36 -Rf3
Forcing exchanges.  36 -f5 37 Bxf5 Nb3 38 Qe2 Rxc3 39 Qxg4 looked scary but winning for Black.
37 Rxf3
The tension is getting to White. 37 Be4 Nb3 (37 -Rxc3 is worthless because of 38 Bf6 Qh7 39 Qxc3 [39 Bxc3 f5 40 Bc2 Kb8]) 38 Qc2 Rxf1 39 Rxf1 g3 40 Qxb3 Ne5 41 Bd8+ Rxd8 winning for Black.
37 -gxf3 38 Qe3
More testing is 38 Rg1 pressuring the queen down the g-file and holding up Ne5.

38 -Ne5 39 Bf4 Re8
Trying to be ultra-solid as we scrambled to reach the control.  39 -Nexc4 seems to be very strong: 40 Nxc4 Nxc4 41 Qe7+ Kb8 42 Bd3 and if white ever chops on d6, the king can hide on a6 and the white king is just too exposed.
40 Rg1 Qh8
The other try is 40 -Qf6 41 Bg3 Nexc4 42 Nxc4 Rxe3 43 Bxd6+ Kb7 44 Nxe3 Qxc3 and it’s all over.
41 Re1
Whipped out by my opponent although we had just reached the time control.  Better was 41 Bxe5 dxe5 (41 -Rxe5 42 Qxf3 f5 43 Rh1; 41 -Qxe5 42 Qxf3 Re7 43 Rf1) 42 Qxf3 f5 and Black still has work to do to convert his advantage.
41 -Bd7
Simpler was 41 -Nexc4 42 Qxe8 Nxb2+ 43 Kc1 Qxe8 44 Rxe8 f2 winning.
42 Qf2 Qh5
Now the dust had settled and I had calmed down somewhat, cool analysis shows that I am simply two pawns up, the f3-pawn is a monster and Black can win this position in several ways.  42 -Nexc4 43 Nxc4 Nxc4 44 Rxe8 Qxc3 45 Bc1 Bxe8 46 Qf1 Qd4+ 47 Ke1 Qe5+ 48 Kd1 Qxd5+ 49 Ke1 Qe5+ 50 Kd1 Qd4+ 51 Ke1 Qc3+ 52 Kf2 Qxc2+ 53 Kg3 Bxa4 54 Bf4 winning for Black.
43 Bxe5
43 Kc1 Bf5 (43 -Nexc4 44 Rxe8 Bxe8 45 Nxc4 Nxc4 46 Bd1; 43 -Naxc4 44 Nxc4 Nxc4 45 Rxe8 Bxe8 46 Qf1) 44 Rg1 Bxc2 45 Qxc2 f2 and White can call it a day.
43 -Rxe5
More active than 43 -dxe5 44 Be4.

44 Bd3
White had just about given up here. 44 Rxe5 dxe5 45 Be4 Bg4 is still good enough for Black to convert.
44 -Qg5
44 -Bf5 seems even better as 45 Rf1 Nb3 brings the knight into the game again.
45 Bf1 Qf4 46 Qd2
White hopes that an end-game with queens off may give him some respite.  The exchange of queens would be good, but why bother when Black can tie White up in knots.  46 Kc2 Bf5+ 47 Nd3 Qxc4 48 Rxe5 Qxa4+ 49 Kc1 Qa1+ 50 Kc2 dxe5.

46 -Qg3 47 Rxe5 Qxe5 48 Qe1 Qh2 49 Qd2 Qg1 50 Ke1 Bh3 51 Qf2 Qh1
And White is in complete zugzwang.  Moving the knight to d1 allows Nxc4 and then going to e3 with the knight allows the exchange and then the f1 bishop falls with check.  White resigned.
Opening references: A. 10 Ne2 0-0 11 d5 Ne7 12 0-0 Ne8 13 Ng3 f5 14 f4 fxe4 15 Nxe4 Nf5 16 Bd2 Nf6 17 Ng5 exf4 18 Rxf4 h6 19 Ne6 Bxe6 20 dxe6 Ne7 21 Rf3 d5 22 Qe2 Qd6 23 Raf1 Rad8 24 Rxf6 Rxf6 Sagalchik-Taylor Montreal 1995.

B. 11 -0-0 12 0-0 Ba6 13 Ng3 Bxc4 14 h3 Qd7 15 Bg5 Ne8 16 Nf5 f6 17 Be3 Kh8 18 f4 g6 19 Nh6 Ng7 20 fxe5 dxe5 21 Ng4 Qe7 22 Bh6 Rad8 23 Rf2 1/2-1/2 Ingachev-Kiselev Dagomys 2004.
BCA Members in Mainstream Events

So far our main BCA-sponsored activity in this area has been the 4NCL team.  This tends to exclude the average or weaker BCA member and allows players who already play frequently in mainstream congresses or at international level to have the majority of the subsidised places.

Weekend tournaments aim to cover the whole ability range.  I am interested in discovering what support there would be from associate members and interest from average BCA members in a scheme that would help them participate in weekend congresses with the kind of support enjoyed by the 4NCL team.
My idea involves choosing a congress and entering some BCA members who would report on the suitability of venue and organisation for BCA players and on their reception by other competitors.  It requires the active involvement of our associate members in providing the assistance that helps ease the difficulties of an unfamiliar setting, etc.  Over a number of seasons, it would be possible to explore several congresses, give the BCA publicity in a number of different localities, introduce players to another chess activity, and help compile a dossier on congress faults and merits for BCA players.
It is up to the AGM to vote the necessary funds to put this on a similar footing to our 4NCL entry.  I forecast an interesting debate.  But the whole debate would be pointless unless there are players interested in taking up this opportunity and associate members keen to help.  If you are one of them, please contact me as publicity officer by any means that suit you. Lengthy Braille letters, however, are not my favourite medium. 
Bill Armstrong.

Gradings

Before listing members’ gradings, I should perhaps mention the experience of one of our members who felt he had cause to query his grade with the ECF grading officer.  He felt his grade was too low and on re-checking the sheet containing all an individual’s graded results which the ECF sends out about a month before grades are calculated, he found that an entire tournament’s worth of games (not a BCA tournament) had not been sent to the grading officer.  This had led to his grade being a few points too low.  I have heard from other sources that suspect grades are published, particularly at the lower end of the spectrum.  If you feel you have cause to query your grade, please take it up with the ECF grading office; I am only publishing what I have been sent.

Here goes then: Andrews 100 (rapid play 90), Armstrong 155 (rapidplay 134), S. Brown 69, Burnell 137 (rapid play 117), Casey 97, C. Chambers 139, Clayton 83, Cloudsdale 123 (rapid play 133), Cohn 99, Cole 147, Crouch 202 (rapid play 203), Cumbers 174 (rapid play 193), J. Cuthbert 58, A. Davey 76, Fisher 125 (rapid play 115), Gallagher 130, P. Gibbs 156, Gordon 87, Mark Hague 45, Hall 24, Harman 183, Harrington 0, Hartley 135 (rapid play 123), Hilton 146, Hodges 6, Hodgkins 112 (rapid play 108), Irving 72 (rapid play 84), Jenkins 109, J. Kidals 71, R. Kidals 74, Kirkham 71, J. Leonard 83, Lilley 166 (rapid play 141), Littlewood 180, Loftus 130, Lovell 120, Mcelroy 128, Mordue 196, Murphy 101 (rapid play 97), Osborne 40, Patching 35, Perham 74, Phillips 80, Plechaty 85, Ross 184 (rapid play 168), Smith 70 (rapid play 75), Sobers 72, Talbot 0, Thacker 106, Waters 100, Whitehouse 93, Whittle 125, Wickett 64, Willis 111, Wragg 117.

There’s obviously an interesting rivalry developing between the Kidals brothers.  Chris Ross and Bill Armstrong have noticeably increased their grades, while many others have increased theirs by 1 or 2 points.  Where there has been a drop in grade, with 4 exceptions it tends to have been by no more than 5 or 6 points.  I suppose for me the really interesting thing is that some people have higher rapid play grades than ‘normal’ grades.  Slightly more people’s grade went down than went up, with 4 people’s remaining the same.  Good luck to all for next season!

Calling Civil Servants

David Mills, one of our most recent associate members, is interested to hear from anyone who has worked in the civil service or who has played for a civil service team at any time.  David is a keen organiser of civil service events.  
Solution to Helpmate Problem

In the last gazette we had the problem of Black playing first and collaborating in allowing white to deliver mate in six moves.  Position: White Kh4,  Nh8; Black: Kc8, Rh1, pawns on c6,f7 h7 h6 g2 and h2.

Solutions: (a) Black obliges by putting his king on d8 so that Nxf7 will be mate if all the escape squares are blocked. Now 1 Kg4 g1-Q+ 2 Kf5 Qg4+ 3 Kf6 Qc8 4 Ke5 Re1+ 5 Kd6 Re8 6 Nxf7 mate.

(b) If the black king stays put, the mating move has to be Nd6 and this means getting the white king to f8 to cover an escape route and having black pieces on b8 and c7. Black begins with h5 then 1 Kg5 Rb1 2 Kf6 g1-R 3 Kxf7 Rg7+ 4 Kf8 Rc7 5 Nf7 Rb8 6 Nd6 mate.  Very obvious.  Why did I take so long to find these?
Bill Armstrong.

Obituary for Peter Price
Peter “Dai” Price died on June 25, three days before his 76th birthday.  During the last six months of his life, punctuated as they were by periods of illness, serious surgical intervention, periods of recovery and relapse, he never gave up his belief that he would eventually recover.

Peter Price was born in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, the youngest of three, the brother Edward and the sister Ruth who survive him.  He was born blind, and his parents realised early that his best chance lay in being educated by people who were trained to prepare children for a life without sight.  At the age of three he became the first toddler to join the newly opened unit at Chorleywood College, soon to be joined by John Wall, John Way, Tony Debonnaire and others.  All of them passed on to Worcester College at the end of the ‘thirties, Peter in 1939.

It is said that people who spend their formative years in institutions away from their families, develop properties which make it difficult for them to fit easily into the social fabric.  It is a tribute to the loving care of his family that Peter’s continuous absence from home, apart from holidays, for sixteen years had no adverse effects on his personality.  He early developed and never lost his conviction that a large part of one’s life should be devoted to helping others.  What certainly helped to keep the family together was the parents’ decision to have both siblings boarded in schools at Worcester, Edward at the King’s School and Ruth at the Alice Ottley.

As Peter grew up, he became increasingly engaged in non-academic activities at the college, particularly chess and rowing, the latter to be continued at the Mortlake Rowing Club, while he studied and worked in London.  He also joined the college band as a trombonist. 

In 1949 Peter entered the RNIB school of physiotherapy, qualifying in 1952.  Afterwards he worked at the Central Middlesex Hospital and at a private practice in Knightsbridge.  In 1965 he received a call from his school friend and colleague Keith Hallam to join a private practice recently established in Edgbaston, Birmingham, where he was to spend the rest of his professional life.  The practice was founded by Bernard Thomas who became the physiotherapist attached to MCC touring parties.  Their experience in treating sports injuries gained them a national reputation, and the practice eventually supplied services to the Wimbledon lawn tennis championships, the Warwickshire County Cricket Club and the Edgbaston Golf Club. Soon after settling down in Birmingham, Peter stood for and was elected to the Council of the Association of Blind Chartered Physiotherapists on which he served for many years, ending up as vice-president.  

In 1962 Peter befriended Joy who was working as a radiographer in London and in 1966 they married.  However, within a year or two Joy became ill.  Reluctantly, Peter let her go, and she died some years later.

Peter’s retirement from work in 2000 coincided with the closure of the clinic.  Most people put their feet up on retirement and devote themselves to their hobbies.  Not so Dai Price.  Ever since his move to Birmingham he had done voluntary work for the local blind society, Focus on Blindness, helping people beginning to lose their sight to come to terms with their problems.  By the time of his retirement, having already been a member of the board for many years, he volunteered to relieve the switchboard operator for half a day every day throughout the week – without any additional training – a commitment from which even the onset of age-related deafness could not deter him.  This, of course, put him in direct contact with people who needed help, and with his vast experience of blind welfare and targeted technology, he was able to give them the advice they needed.

For years Peter’s mellifluous voice had been familiar to listeners of Birmingham’s Talking Newspaper; now he was asked to join the committee as well.  His love of literature and fluency in reading Braille made the “poetry corner” he regularly organised in Birmingham and at meetings he attended, an event to be remembered.  After the Disability Discrimination Act was passed, Peter became much in demand for reading reports from all kinds of authorities and organisations right across the country on tape, making him a celebrity in the world of the visually impaired, like the familiar voices on BBC radio, always heard and never seen.

In the 1980’s he rediscovered his love of chess and joined a local chess club and the Braille Chess association, taking an active part in its schedule of over-the-board tournaments and postal competitions.  He also became the editor of its gazette, and during his editorship it doubled its frequency from two to four a year.  As well as chess news, he always found space for word games, another of his hobbies.

Even if one accepts that no one who is able to live a normal life without sight is just an “ordinary person”, Peter was remarkable in that he never allowed any of the twists of fortune that befell him to change his philosophy.  His passing will leave a gap in the lives of not just his relatives and friends but also of many people throughout the country.  I would like to leave the last word to someone who met him late in life and speaks for all of us and them.

“This is a sad occasion.  Peter was a true and learned gentleman.  Through his editorship of the BCA Gazette, his kindly and cheerful spirit was able to reach out to all of the BCA.  He will be universally and sadly missed.

Peter was the first opponent I ever played at a BCA event in a ‘friendly’ game with clocks.  Afterwards when we were going over it together, his love and deep appreciation of the game of chess shone through.  It also became quickly apparent to me that he had a wonderful love of life generally – it was rare to see him without a smile on his face – and he also had a deep understanding of his other main hobby, namely music. 

Peter was unfailingly cheerful and always had a good and often apt word to say, whatever the occasion.  Similarly no-one ever had a bad word to say about him.  Perhaps it was appropriate that he should have lived in St. Peters Road in Birmingham.

Let us rejoice that we knew Peter.  I am sure that in Heaven Peter will be rejoicing that he knew us.  Peter was that sort of man.  I shall miss Peter greatly, and I know many of you will too.  Hans Cohn and Juliet Reeve.
Editor’s note: Peter remembered the BCA in his will, leaving several chess sets and a couple of chess clocks to the BCA.  The committee felt they would like the sets and clocks to go where they were most needed.  If you feel you might benefit from them, please contact Norman Wragg.

Letter from Juliet Reeve
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE BCA:  
Dear All,

I would just like to thank so many of you for your kind messages of sympathy; they have been of great help to me.  I miss Peter terribly and hope you will not mind if I share a few personal reflections with you.

Peter and I first met in Gloucester Cathedral and we shared much happiness and great fun together for over sixteen years.  Braille chess tournaments and coaching weeks were highlights of the year and we greatly valued the warm friendships and humour of these occasions.

As you know, Peter had wide-ranging interests.  These included ecology, geology and meteorology (shipping forecasts were never missed except for chess!) and we attended many Bristol University courses to explore woods, caves and rocks.

As a listener, Peter was supremely good; in the course of providing over 100,000 treatments, he listened to the trials and tribulations of a wide range of patients.  His ability to assess character and profession by means of a simple hand-shake was often unnerving.

A few years ago, as you probably know, Peter volunteered to proof read for the Guild of Church Braillists.  This entailed reading thousands of words of religious material, a task which he continued right up until the end of his life.  Peter was a committed Christian, who very often included the General Thanksgiving in his daily prayers.

Poetry played a big part in Peter’s life and one of his favourite poems was “The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayam by Edward Fitzgerald.  Here is a verse which he particularly liked:

‘Tis all a Chequer-board of Nights and Days

Where Destiny with Men for Pieces plays;

Hither and thither moves, and mates and slays,

And one by one back in the Closet lays.’

I count myself as enormously privileged to have been so close to such a courageous, generous, kind and gracious gentleman.

I hope to continue my association with the BCA in some way.

With best wishes. 
Juliet


