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From the Editor

As I write, the Topalov-Kramnik world championship match is going on (Kramnik currently leading by 3.5-2.5). The world championship for the blind is also about to start in Goa, India. Chris Ross and Steve Hilton are participating, and Mike Delaney of the Republic of Ireland is also playing, so I am sure they will have a report for the February gazette.

Thank you to all those who made positive comments about the last gazette, my first as editor. They were much appreciated. In this issue we have an article from Tyson describing his win against a grandmaster. Can I also draw your attention to the booking conditions at the end of the forthcoming events section, the rules governing correspondence chess at the end of the tournament director’s report, and the treasurer’s report with its themes of helping with fundraising and by reducing administrative difficulties.

Finally, a thank you to those who have helped with the cost of the production of this gazette, and a request for contributions for the February gazette to reach me by 7th January next year. I know it’s early, but may I also take this opportunity to wish all of you a merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 
Guy Whitehouse. 

Forthcoming Events

Events run by the BCA are included in the English Chess Federation’s Grand Prix.

2nd-4th March 2007. Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress. Midland Hotel, Derby. The annual general meeting will take place during this event at 2pm on Saturday 3rd March 2007. There will be the usual two events. The open will be open to all VH players and to associate members of the BCA. The minor will be limited to VH players and associate members of the BCA whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below. The entry fee to both events will be £10. Accommodation, including dinner, bed and breakfast, will be £40 per person per night sharing a twin room and £45 per person per night single room. The cost to non-members and to those wishing to book for the Sunday night will be £45 sharing and £50 single. Please note: The closing date for entries and bookings is 10th January 2007. Entries after that date are accepted at the discretion of the tournament organiser and are subject to a £6 late booking penalty.

The rate of play for each event will be all moves in 90 minutes for each player. The joint arbiters will be Gerry Walsh and Julie Leonard. Organiser: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL, Tel: 01642 775 668.

4/11 April 2007. British Championship for the Blind. Tralee Hotel, Westcliffe Road, Bournemouth. Entry fee £10. Accommodation for members and associate members of BCA, including dinner, bed and breakfast, £230 for the seven days. The cost to those who are not members of BCA or to those staying for fewer nights is £37.50 per night (£252.50 for the week).

Please note: The closing date for bookings and entries is 31st January 2007. It is important to get your bookings in by this date in order that sufficient rooms may be reserved at the hotel. Bookings after 31st January may be accepted by the tournament organiser but will be subject to a £6 late booking penalty and will be subject to availability of rooms at the hotel. 

This time we depart from recent practice which has been a Saturday to Saturday booking during the summer as we have chosen a mid-week booking taking in the Easter weekend. This has enabled us to obtain a more reasonable rate than would have been possible at a hotel of this standing during the high season and it should also mean that we will escape the horrendous travelling problems which many of us have experienced with weekend travel by train.

The Tralee is situated at an excellent location on Westcliffe Road in Bournemouth very close to the extensive Westcliffe Gardens which will be ideal for those who wish to let their guide dog have a free run and for those who just wish to stroll in peace and quiet away from the traffic. The hotel has very spacious public rooms and well-equipped bedrooms. We are confident it will prove to be an excellent venue for our tournament and an equally pleasant place for those who wish to bring along friends and family for a holiday. Organiser: Stan Lovell.

Those who may have an eye on qualifying for some support with the cost of entering the European Championship which will take place in Durham from 13th to 24th August will be interested in the following qualification procedure: The players finishing first and second in the British Championship will select a third person who, with them, will select the five players who will receive support in the European Championship; other players may enter the European Championship at their own expense.

Booking conditions. 
Visually handicapped players under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation to events run by the BCA.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or B.C.A. Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked. Postdated cheques are not accepted. Entries and bookings received after the advertised closing date are subject to a £6 late booking penalty and are accepted subject to the discretion of the tournament organiser.

Those booking on-line or by telephone banking must ensure their payment is cleared by the closing date and must inform the treasurer and tournament organiser.

Those booking extra nights are requested not to send payment for the extra nights to BCA as this should be paid to the hotel. It is, however, necessary for them to inform the tournament organiser in order that their rooms may be reserved.

Special requests for room requirements etc should be made to the tournament organiser and not to the hotel. 

BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

 Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. Name: Braille Chess Association; sort code: 405240; account number: 00082456. If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. Solihull Tournament 2006. 
Stan Lovell.

Treasurer’s Report

Fundraising from charitable trusts and other organisations continues and we have had considerable success due to the efforts of Julia Scott. Do not hesitate to contact either me or Julia if you think of or know about a potential donor. Any ideas on fundraising are also welcome; an idea does not necessarily have to be a money raising idea but might help by raising the BCA’s profile or by encouraging new members.

Telephone banking. Thank you to members who pay early or on time. For those members who prefer to make payments by telephone banking the details you need are: sort code 40-52-40, account number 00082456; please also include a small description saying what you are paying for.

Now on to the Millennium Prize Draw. Recent winners: 
April 

A. Davey, 

no. 59; 
May 

Geraldine Gailans, 
no. 69; 
June 

B. Perham, 

no. 65; 
July 

P. Gibbs, 

no. 68; 
August 
Gwen Lilley, 

no. 40; 
September 
D. Hodges, 

no. 71.

Thank you to all for your continued support. Your number remains in the draw unless you have been advised otherwise. If I could remind those of you who pay by cheque to send it to me direct, it would help with administration.

Subscription for the year ahead remains at £7 and can I ask you to pay promptly to help with administration.

Finally, late entries into tournaments do cause administrative difficulties, particularly when we have to make firm commitments to hotels.  Please help with minimising admin headaches! 
Richard Kidals, BCA treasurer, B.A. (Hons), ACMA.

Last Call for Haaksbergen

The annual IBIS chess tournament will take place in Haaksbergen, the Netherlands, from Friday 13th to Monday 16th April 2007. All those wishing to go should contact myself, the organiser, either by telephoning 01926 425803 or by writing to 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN by no later than Saturday 23rd December 2006 with their name and hopefully a sighted guide.

Unfortunately, it is not possible to give a price for this trip at present. This is because the Stena Line brochure for 2007 is not available until the end of December. However, it is hoped that the price will be in line with that of 2006.  Should you wish to make your own travel arrangements this is acceptable, though you must still notify the organiser of these details. 
David Hodgkins.

Tournament Director’s Report
With only 1 result left to complete the 38th BCA Championship I think it is now time to ask if anyone would like to enter the 39th Championship starting on 1st January 2007. Just think: This could be a great opportunity to open all your white games with one favourite opening and really get to study it well with the extra time that postal chess facilitates. All contestants that entered the 38th tournament will be automatically enrolled into the next championship unless they notify me otherwise. Anyone wishing to take part in the tournament for the first time should contact me directly on home tel 0207-834-1742 and leave a message on the answer machine or alternatively e-mail me at mark.hague@gol.gsi.gov.uk. I have included the Postal Tournament rules at the end of this report for your perusal.
38th BCA Championship.
Premier Group: Group Leader Guy Whitehouse
Patching - Cohn 0-1 Modern Benoni 53
O'Brien - McElroy  0-1 Sicilian  44
Bryant - McElroy 0.5-0.5 Unknown 37
Scores: Wall 6.5-7, Whittle 5-7, Cohn 5.5-6, McElroy 3.5-6, Bryant 2-7, Patching 1.5-7, O'Brien 1.5-7, Mike Hague 1.5-7.
Group A: Group Leader David Hodgkins
Hilton - Davey 0-1 White withdrew from competition
Hilton - Atherton 0-1 White withdrew from competition
Hodgkins - Atherton 0.5-0.5 Kings Pawn 35
Hodgkins - Davey 1-0 Bishops Opening 25
Scores: Hodgkins 4.5-6, Atherton 4-6, Hilton 4-6, Davey 3.5-6, Spink 3-6, Couchman 1.5-6, Innes 0.5-6.
Congratulations to David Hodgkins who managed to win the group in what turned out to be a very tough competition after the withdrawal of Steve Hilton from the competition due to other commitments.
BCA League
League Division 1: Group Leader David Hodgkins
Schaefer-Mcelroy 0-1 Ruy Lopez 19
Mike Hague - McElroy 0-1 Sicilian 22
Bryant - Mike Hague 1-0 French
Scores: Mcelroy 2-2, Bryant 1-1, Schaefer 0-1, Mike Hague 0-2.
League Division 2: Group Leader Sean O'Brien
Spink - Atherton 0-1 English 22
Crombie - S Brown 0.5-0.5 Queens pawn 31
E Gallagher - Spink 1-0 No details
O'Brian - Atherton 0-1  Sicilian 34
Scores: Crombie 2.5-3, Atherton 2-2, S Brown 1.5-2, E Gallagher 1-2, O'Brien 0-1, Spink 0-4.
League Division 3: Group Leader Mark Hague
Mark Hague McTavish 1-0 Queens Pawn 19
Scores: Patching 2-2, Mark Hague 2-2, Rees 0-1, McTavish 0-1, Price 0-2.
League Division 4: Group Leader Peter Price
Bishop - Richardson 1-0 French 22
Bishop - Wickett 1-0 4 Knights 46
Bishop - Townshend 1-0 Irregular 31
Cuthbert - Wickett 1-0 Irregular 35
Wickett - Townshend 1-0 4 Knights 43
Wickett - Richardson 1-0 Giuoco Piano, 26
Scores: Wickett 4-2, Bishop 3-3, Cuthbert 1-1, Richardson 0-2, Townshend 0-2.
Friendlies:
Patching - Cuthbert 0.5 0.5 Irregular 25
Hodgkins - Spink 1-0 Sicilian 20
Leading Scorers: Spink 21, Hodgkins 20, Bryant 14, Sobers 10, McTavish 10.
It’s now looking like David Hodgkins may just pip Derek Spink to take the ladder trophy for 2007 judging by his excellent form. Only 1 point in it at the moment.
BRAILLE CHESS ASSOCIATION POSTAL TOURNAMENT RULES
1.  All postal tournaments will normally start on 1st January.  All games must be completed by 31st October of the following year.
2.  Moves may be transmitted in Braille or, where one or both of the players are non-Braillists, on cassette; preferably using both the algebraic and English notations.  Where both players are Braillists, they may play on cassette provided that both players are in agreement.
3.  Whichever form of communication is used, it is essential that both players keep a record of the game.  Should there be a dispute over the position of a game, and only one player’s score is available, that record of the game will be taken to be the correct position. If during the game a player makes an illegal move they will have to move the piece involved.  However if this is not possible, it will be up to the two players involved to rectify the error.  If this still causes a dispute between both players then clarification should be sought from the group leader, who may refer the problem to the postal tournament director.
4.  All moves must be preceded by the date of receipt and dispatch.  Players should note that the date of dispatch is the date the move will be collected.  10 moves must be made in 20 days, not counting days in the post.  Time saved can be counted in lieu.
5.  The onus is on the player with the white pieces to start the game and provide either the plastic envelope or cassette and wallet.  On the completion of the game, these should be returned to their rightful owner. Should the plastic envelope or cassette wallet be lost or damaged, the player who did not provide them in the first place will be expected to provide the replacements.
6.  Where a player beyond the British Isles is involved, all games involving that player shall start on 1st January of the year concerned.  In all such cases airmail must be used for both Braille and cassettes.
7.  Where games are unfinished by the closing date of the tournament, and the players concerned have not reached agreement as to the result, the game will be sent for adjudication provided that at least 35 moves have been made. The postal tournament director, however, in exceptional circumstances, is empowered to send games for adjudication after 30 moves. Each player will be required to send his/her score of the game, together with their claim to the result to their group leader who will send it on to the postal tournament director who will pass it on to the BCA adjudicator whose decision shall be final.
8.  If a player does not hear from his/her opponent within 14 days, a reminder should be sent by recorded delivery repeating the move.  If no response is received within a week of that reminder, the matter should be referred to the group leader who will endeavour to establish contact between the players.  Should this fail, the postal tournament director should be informed and he/she will take appropriate action.
9.  Ties – ties for first place or in any position involving promotion or relegation will be resolved by the tie-break system as follows:
(a) Sonneborn-Berger – sum of scores of those beaten and half the score of those with whom drawn.
(b) Kashdan - 4 points for a win, 2 points for a draw and 1 point for a loss.
(c) Result of the game between the players involved.
(d) Examination of results from top downwards.
(e) Number of games with black pieces.
10.  All players involved in a particular tournament will be asked by the group leader whether they wish to enter the next tournament.  However, the postal tournament director has the right to refuse a member’s entry if in his/her opinion that member has shown a reluctance in observing the postal rules. In such cases the postal tournament director will notify the player or players concerned.  In such cases the player or players shall have the right of appeal to the committee.
11.  The postal tournament director may appoint group leaders whose responsibility it will be to:
(a) Send out fixture lists together with addresses and media for all players within the group, rules etc.
(b) Receive results and send them on to the postal tournament director.
  At the end of the competition if a group leader has received claims for a result or results these also must be sent to the postal tournament director for adjudication.
(c) Re-establish contact between players where necessary.
(d) Refer major problems to the postal tournament director.
12.  Members are asked to adhere to the spirit of these postal rules in order to ensure the smooth running of BCA postal tournaments.
Mark Hague
Membership Secretary’s Report

It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines. If anyone has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you simply have a change of address, however slight, or if you wish to alter the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess, it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of media. 

David Hodgkins.

Preliminary Report on the British Correspondence Chess League

 At the time of writing three games for our team have not yet been completed, but it is looking unlikely that we will maintain our status in the top flight. Out of the 13 games that have finished we have only managed 2 points, 4 draws, two from Duncan Chambers on board 1, one from Peter Gibbs on board 2 and one from Alec Crombie on board 6.

The competition is due to be completed in mid October 2006. A further report will appear in the February gazette showing our final position and list of scores. By then we will have entered a team into the BCCL competition for 2007 which is due to start December 2006.

If anyone is interested in participating in the BCA’s team, perhaps they could let me know by telephoning 01926 425803 or by writing to 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN. Obviously it will be too late for you to participate in the 2007 event but we are always looking for new people willing to be members of our team. 
David Hodgkins.
 Books Added to the Cassette Library

"At the Dragon's Sickbed": Those who know their Sicilian defense will guess, correctly, that this is about a variation in that opening with 2 -d6 and 5 -g6. This is a very good recent update of a popular variation - a "must" for those who play it. The main variation is discussed fairly briefly, the main weight of the analysis resting in the ten "illustrative games" giving good examples of the various ins and outs (three cassettes).

The Slav Defense: This is a comprehensive survey of one of the main defenses to 1 d4. The four less common variations are covered by Soviet masters on two cassettes. The two main variations, the Botvinnik and the Meran, take two cassettes each; the former is analysed by Soviet masters with an update article including complete games by Alexej Shirov, the latter by a long article, also with supplementary games, from Sviatoslav Gligoric. Both recordings are "proof-read" and tone-indexed, but you will certainly need more than one board to make intelligent sense of the last four of the six cassettes. 

Hans Cohn.

Tyson’s Crush: The Wrong Grandmaster

After Round 3 of the weekend Swiss at Caerleon I had 2½/3 having won both games on Saturday. The two GMs playing, Barsov and Dobrov, had played a real grandmaster draw in just 12 moves during Round 3 so I joined them on that score group. Michael White led with 3/3. I assumed that there was a fair probability that I would have the Black pieces against Barsov in Round 4 and did some home preparation based on that assumption.

When I got to the venue on Sunday morning I discovered that Michael was actually having a bye so, to satisfy pairing requirements, my colour had been switched and I was now White against Dobrov. I’ve never before been in the situation of having prepared for the wrong GM! Nevertheless a quick visit to the bookstall enabled me to buy “The Taimanov Sicilian” by Graham Burgess. A few minutes study showed me what I wasn’t going to play, and reinforced my memory of the main line.

Shortly before the game Jeremy Menadue told me that my opponent had been drinking quite a lot in the bar the previous evening. I know it’s hot and liquid consumption is high, but it is suggested that one avoids excess alcohol. Time pressure is also something to avoid and Jeremy, a survivor of many time scrambles himself, remarked “If he gets into time trouble against you then he’s dog meat!” After that firm vote of confidence the game started.

Mordue-Dobrov, South Wales Congress 2006

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 e6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nc6 5 Nc3

The game Richard Jones-Dobrov from Round 2 had gone 5 Nb5 d6 6 Bf4 Ne5 7 Bxe5?! dxe5 8 Qxd8+ Kxd8 and White went on to lose because of his weak dark squares. Needless to say I wasn’t having anything to do with that.

5 -Qc7 6 g3 d6

This is only the third time I’ve played the 6 g3 line against the Taimanov Sicilian. I had an excellent win against the dogged Michael Boyce of Thornbury in 2000 but lost against the evergreen Jim Sherwin at Yeovil last year.

Many people will know of the famous Fischer-Tal game at Bled in 1961 where Tal played the careless 6 -Nf6? The game went 7 Ndb5 Qb8 8 Bf4 Ne5 9 Be2 Bc5 10 Bxe5 Qxe5 11 f4 Qb8 12 e5 with a huge bind. Fischer clinched his first win over Tal after prolonged resistance: 12 -a6 13 exf6 axb5 14 fxg7 Rg8 15 Ne4 Be7 16 Qd4 Ra4 17 Nf6+ Bxf6 18 Qxf6 Qc7 19 0-0-0 Rxa2 20 Kb1 Ra6 21 Bxb5 Rb6 22 Bd3 e5 23 fxe5 Rxf6 24 exf6 Qc5 25 Bxh7 Qg5 26 Bxg8 Qxf6 27 Rhf1 Qxg7 28 Bxf7+ Kd8 29 Be6 Qh6 (As Irving Chernev pointed out this game is also remarkable for the statistic that Tal’s two remaining Pawns do nothing except hem in his Bishop. Fischer promptly does something about that too.) 30 Bxd7 Bxd7 31 Rf7 Qxh2 32 Rdxd7+ Ke8 33 Rde7+ Kd8 34 Rd7+ Kc8 35 Rc7+ Kd8 36 Rfd7+ Ke8 37 Rd1 b5 38 Rb7 Qh5 39 g4 Qh3 40 g5 Qf3 41 Re1+ Kf8 42 Rxb5 Kg7 43 Rb6 Qg3 44 Rd1 Qc7 45 Rdd6 Qc8 46 b3 Kh7 47 Ra6 1-0

After the text I’m certain that I’d played 7 Ndb5 Qb8 8 Bf4 then 8 -Ne5 would have happened. Again I had no interest.

7 Bg2 Bd7

This takes the game away from Taimanov lines back towards the Scheveningen, a variation that I have much more experience with as both White and Black. I drew a Scheveningen as Black against GM James Plaskett at the Clevedon Spectrum Tournament a few years ago. That game ultimately cost Plaskett the Leigh Grand Prix because he needed a clean 5/5 to enhance his chances. The possibility of transpositions had been mentioned in Graham’s book and I was quite happy with that!

8 0-0 a6 9 Be3 Ne5

Persistent. The steed wants to come to c4 to molest the Bishop and Pawn b2. It took me a few moments to realise what the counter to this was, but I think Black should probably be consistent and play 10 -Nc4.

10 Qe2 Nf6 11 Rad1 Nc4

To my mind this is a move too late. White had had time to develop his Queen’s Rook so now I was happy to retreat the Bishop and redevelop it via b2. I recall Judit Polgar doing this many years ago and winning with a ferocious Kingside attack.

12 Bc1 Rc8 13 b3 Ne5

My computer mentions 13 -Qa5, but 14 Qe1 is an adequate response. If this had actually happened on the board I would have been greatly encouraged. The only other time I’ve had a white queen on e1, white knight on c3 and black queen on a5 motif was against Keith Arkell at Paignton in 1987 and Nxd5 proved to be a winning sacrifice. These little points can sometimes be significant omens.

As it was I was already reasonably happy. My opponent was playing slowly, my position was okay and my score against GMs this century was 2½/4. I even had a clear plan in mind for the middle game, if I had the nerve to pursue it!

14 Bb2 Be7

An obvious alternative is 14 -b5. I had visions of lines like b4; Nd5 exd5; exd5+ (Black’s Knight on e5 had moved on by then) -Be7; Rfe1 with an attack, until I noticed that Black calmly castles and after Qxe7 wins the lady with either rook to e8. A failed tactic, but note that the Bishop on d7 interrupts the defence of the Bishop on e7.

Next I noticed that in some lines the d7 Bishop is itself a tactical liability. At this point I reasoned that if Black played -b7-b5 to threaten -b5-b4 then I wanted the c3 Knight to go to e4. This means I have had to play f2-f4 and e4-e5. Where is the Knight on f6 going? It can’t go to d7 so it looks like e8. That means if Black starts thinking about taking on e5 he can’t do it while his Queen has to defend the loose Bishop on d7. All further encouragement.

15 f4 Nc6 16 Nf3!

White has a space advantage and correctly avoids exchanges. This does mean that the Black Knight on f6 has the g4 square available after the e4-e5 push, but it may not be too significant because of the aforementioned tactic.

16 –0-0 17 Kh1

A typical precautionary move avoiding checks on the g1-a7 diagonal. The value of this move is often questioned. I would suggest that it’s a useful exercise in any game to look out for positions where the difference between having the King on g1 (g8) or h1 (h8) is of significance in tactical sequences.

My guess would be that the corner square is probably safer, but then I was recently looking at a game Geller-Smyslov from their 1965 Candidates match. 1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 d5 4 cxd5 Nxd5 5 e4 Nxc3 6 bxc3 Bg7 7 Bc4 c5 8 Ne2 0-0 9 0-0 Nc6 10 Be3 Qc7 11 Rc1 Rd8 12 f4 e6 13 Kh1 b6 14 f5 Na5 15 Bd3 exf5 16 exf5 Bb7 17 Qd2 Re8 18 Ng3 Qc6 19 Rf2 Rad8 20 Bh6 Bh8 21 Qf4 Rd7 22 Ne4 c4 23 Bc2 Rde7 24 Rcf1 Rxe4 25 fxg6 f6 26 Qg5 Qd7 27 Kg1! Bg7 28 Rxf6 Rg4 29 gxh7+ Kh8 30 Bxg7+ Qxg7 31 Qxg4 1-0. It was Geller’s calm 27 Kg1 that ruled out back rank mates and enabled his brilliant attack to succeed.

Black’s next move is an attempt to generate counterplay on the Queenside, but he may be better off playing 17 -Rfd8 to defend the loose Bishop.

17 -b5 18 e5!

Firmly taking the initiative. Clearly Black can force White to have an isolated Pawn by exchanging but is it a strength or a weakness?

18 -Ne8?!

An incredible decision, and one that cost Dobrov a lot of time on the clock. First of all Black can’t play 18 -Ng4 because it loses a piece after 19 exd6 Bxd6 20 Qd3. If Black wants to go -Ng4 he must exchange on e5 first. After 18 -dxe5 19 fxe5 Ng4 20 Ne4 we reach the position I saw earlier where multiple captures on e5 lose the Bishop on d7. Notice that White’s Bishop on b2 is now playing a major role. Knight hops into d6 or f6 are viable with the support of the dark-squared prelate. Certainly 20 -Rcd8 21 Nd6 must be a critical line.

Black can also consider exchanging on e5 and then playing -Ne8 but that is inconsistent. At least by playing -Ne8 first Black retains the option of exchanging on e5 or playing -d6-d5. Nevertheless, to see this retreat instead of the sharp 18 -dxe5 19 fxe5 Ng4 from a GM was a considerable morale boost.

I took a lot of time over the next move. The obvious 19 Ne4 didn’t seem to lead anywhere after 19 -d5 20 Neg5 h6 or 20 Nf2 Nb4, so I decided to rule out the -b4 push. If Black persisted in playing -b4 to establish his Knight on this square then the a6 Pawn would be exposed on the f1-a6 diagonal, and the open a-file may be of use to White. Admittedly Black has possible threats of Bb5 and play against c2 but against careful play these should come to nothing.

19 a3 b4 20 axb4 Nxb4 21 Rd2!

A flexible move that gives added support to the c2-Pawn and prepares for the doubling of Rooks on either the D- or F-files. Of course Ra1 with both the Rooks operating on open files is possible.

21 -Bc6 22 Ne4!?

Astonishingly my computer claims that this is a mistake. This is because of the line 22 -Bxe4 23 Qxe4 d5 24 Qe2 Qxc2!? Eventually it claims White emerges with an advantage after 25 Rxc2 Rxc2 26 Qe3 Rxb2 27 Rc1. Perhaps it should get out more often.

Now clearly Black can’t play 22 -Nxc2 here because of 23 Rc1.

22 -d5?

An even more astonishing reply. Black relinquishes any pressure he has on White’s spearhead e5 Pawn, blocks the diagonal of the Bishop he has just placed on c6, and basically gives White a free hand on the Kingside. I don’t disagree with my computer about 22 -Bxe4 23 Qxe4 d5 being a better continuation, just with the unnecessary follow-up Queen sacrifice.

Because Black now threatens 23 -Bb5, which was met by 23 c4 if played on move 22, White must lose two tempi by putting his Knight back on c3. However, my morale had shot up, I fully realised that my opponent was playing both slowly and badly and I knew I had a real chance of a Kingside attack. Obviously this far outweighs two tempi!

23 Nc3 Qd7?!

I found this move to be incomprehensible. Clearly putting the Queen opposite an enemy Rook is something the textbooks advise against, and b6 or b7 must be more natural squares. Black is trying to regroup to meet the oncoming attack, but is doing so in a very clumsy fashion. Perhaps he hopes to play -f5 now that he has defended his Pawn on e6 against capture by the White Queen after exf6 en passant, but there is no time.

24 Nd4 Nc7

If 24 -g6 25 g4 Ng7 26 f5! and White’s initiative continues unabated. Black consistently refuses to move any of his Kingside Pawns which is in keeping with basic defensive technique, but I think even Wilhelm Steinitz would be asking for the White pieces here!

25 f5 exf5

It is either this capture allowing a White Knight to f5 or giving White the chance to create a huge wedge with f6. The sortie -Bg5 either here or on the next move seems to concede White extra options based on the exposed Bishop rather than give Black enhanced defensive options.

26 Nxf5 Ne6

It is a measure of the seriousness of Black’s position that this impressive-looking move isn’t actually that good. Yes, it defends g7 and prevents e5-e6 by White, but that‘s it. The Knight’s control of g5, f4, d4 or c5 isn‘t particularly relevant as White isn‘t really interested in most of these squares. By contrast the steed on f5 definitely has designs on h6, g7, e7 and d6, and is now joined by its partner who exploits the pin on the d-file.

27 Ne4 d4

A desperate attempt to deflect White from his attack by offering a Pawn that was merely blocking his Bishop anyway. The Pawn isn’t going anywhere so I decided to continue building on the Kingside. The next move is obvious but it felt really good to bring my Queen to bear so directly on a GM’s King.

28 Qg4 Bxe4

Still refusing to move Kingside Pawns, but 28 -g6 may have been better. After White’s obvious recapture there is pressure against h7 as well as g7 and, in fact, 30 Nxg7 is a clear threat because Black’s Queen is no longer defended so the Ne6 is pinned. Black undergoes further contortions with his Queen to avoid this because 28 -Rfd8 is simply met by 29 Rxd4 winning a Pawn for nothing.

29 Bxe4 Qe8 30 Rxd4

I chose this move because I felt it gave me the most options and it clears the last Black unit out of the path of my Bishop on b2. 30 Nxd4 and Rdf2 are also okay. White now threatens to win much material with 31 Nxe7+ Qxe7 32 Rxb4 Qxb4 33 Bxh7+ and 34 Qxb4.

30 -Nxc2 31 Rd2!

Restraint is White’s watchword. Black was now seriously short of time having only a handful of minutes to reach move 48. I had about 40 minutes and put them to some good use here.

One possibility is 31 Nxe7+ Qxe7 32 Bxh7+ Kxh7 33 Qh5+ Kg8 34 Rh4 with a mating attack. My first analysis ran 34 -Qb7+ 35 Kg1 Qa7+ 36 Kg2? Ne3+ 37 Kh3 Ng5+! 38 Qxg5 Nxf1 39 Qh5 Qh6! winning for Black. Okay, there’s an easy improvement with 35 Rf2 and Black must move his f-Pawn to avoid mate.

I intended to go 36 Qh7+ Kf7 and then play Rxf5+ or Rxf6+ as appropriate which is why I preferred 35 Kg2 to 35 Rf2, but suddenly things didn’t seem so clear. In fact White does best to simply play 36 exf6! threatening 37 f7+ and 38 Qh7 or h8 mate.

However the reason why I chose not to play this line was the counter-sacrifice 34 -Qxh4. White has given up his great Knight, Bishop and Rook to win Black’s miserable Queen and Bishop, and now Black has reason to play on. My computer confirms the game continuation is a bigger plus for White than this variation.

After the regrouping in the game White has every single one of his pieces aimed at the Black King. This seemed to be a much better option, and I was right! In contrast Black has two pieces completely out of play on the Queenside, of which the Knight is tactically vulnerable, while the rest of Black’s army huddle together hoping to survive the coming storm by sheer proximity. However, White’s army consists of some very effective long-range units, as we shall soon see.

31 -Nb4 32 Rdf2 Ng5?

Black cracks under the intolerable strain of position and clock.

The clear threat was 33 Nh6+ Kh8 34 Nxf7+ and, with the Knight e6 undermined, Black must surrender the Exchange. The obvious line was 32  -Kh8 when 33 Nd6 Bxd6 34 exd6 is really good for White. One threat is 35 Rf6! followed by either 36 Rxe6 and mate on g7 or 36 Rh6 breaking through on h7. Another is a combination of d7 and Bxg7+, but a really simple play is 35 Qf5 threatening mate on h7.

After 32  -Kh8 33 Nd6 Bxd6 34 exd6 Black’s only move is 34 -Qb5 when my first try 35 Qxe6 almost loses after 35 -Qxf1+! However, 35 Rxf7! Is good despite the same retort. After 35 -Qxf1+ 36 Rxf1 Rxf1+ 37 Kg2 Black has too many loose pieces and squares. 38 Qxe6 and 38 Qh4 or h5 are some of the threats.

There may well be other equally effective continuations, but I’d seen enough to know I was winning. Even if I didn’t crash through Robrov now had 17 moves to make in two minutes. Dog meat!

33 Nxg7!

The winning sacrifice is a triumph for White’s relocated Queen’s Bishop. The variations after Kxg7 34 e6+ are simple:

A) 34 -Kh6 35 Qh4 mate;

B) 34 -f6 35 Qxg5+ Kh8 (35 -Qg6 36 Bxg6) and now 36 Rxf6 is what I intended while 36 Qh6 also wins;

C) 34 -Kg8 35 exf7+ Rxf7 36 Rxf7 and now Black can’t even consider 36 -Qxf7 because of 37 Qxc8+. Ouch! The Rook was tactically vulnerable too!

Black’s choices are limited because his Queen is attacked, but my computer suggests 33 -h5. 34 Nxh5 is a decent reply to put it mildly!

33 -Qb5 34 Nf5

The simplest. At the very least White is winning a piece after 34 -Qe8 35 Nxe7+ Qxe7 36 h4. By now I was far more interested in my opponent’s digital clock that showed less than twenty seconds. When it showed just four seconds, my opponent resigned. I still had twenty-six minutes left.

Ruby Wedding Anniversary

I’m sure you would all like to join me in congratulating Michael and Eileen Meaney on their Ruby Wedding anniversary which was on 31st October. As I’m sure you will all be aware, Michael provided the entertainment at the BCA 70th anniversary tournament and has provided it at numerous other tournaments. We all wish them every success for the future! 
Guy Whitehouse

Answers to Puzzle and Question

In the last gazette I left you all with a puzzle, set by Paul Motwani. Basically a game had to start 1 e4 and end on move five with black delivering mate with Knight takes Rook mate. The answer: 1 e4 Nf6 2 f3 (2 Qe2 also fits) 2 -Nxe4 3 Qe2 Ng3 4 Qxe7+ Qxe7+ 5 Kf2 Nxh1 mate. Chris Ross got the basic idea, but not the exact sequence of moves.  

I also asked you which world champion, commenting on the bad sportsmanship of his opponents and on their habit of finding excuses for losing games, said “I never won a game against a well man”; the answer is Emmanuel Lasker.

No puzzle this time, but a question on piece values! We are all familiar with the system of piece values in which a pawn as being worth 1 point, a knight 3 points etc etc, but this system has not always been in force. See if you can find out how many points Staunton thought a queen to be worth, and how many points Euwe and Kramer thought a queen was worth in their book ‘The Middlegame’. Answers in next issue! 
Guy Whitehouse. 


