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EDITORIAL

  We acknowledge with grateful thanks the work of our supporters and donors who give so generously to enable us to continue with our business plan and ambitions.

  If you are reading this editorial in the first week of November, the chances are that you can smell the smoke of bonfires and hear the bang and rapid rattle of fireworks.  Fire is an all-consuming element, and in ancient times “phlogiston” was the name given to the hypothetical principle of fire regarded as a material substance.  Today I want to write about fire in the mind, in other words enthusiasm, and, in particular, enthusiasm for chess.  Recently I have had the privilege and satisfaction of helping to re-ignite a visually-impaired person’s enthusiasm for chess.  Years ago he played a good game, but time and the lack of opponents gave no opportunity for practice and competition.  Happily, his enthusiasm has been fuelled again and he has joined the BCA!

  The rather small attendance at the latest British Championship at Morecambe indicated that the BCA could gladly accept more members.  Your committee continues to address the question of recruitment – so keenly initiated by Stan Lovell and his youth development programme.  Witness now the encouraging number of new members recorded in the membership secretary’s report.

  At school we were taught that chess is one of the few games where we are on a par with our sighted peers.  The home computer can help a budding player, but there is nothing like one-to-one tuition to spark enthusiasm in the mind of another for this great game.

  In these pages you will find contributions from your committee officers; reports of the fifth World Cup in Greece and of the British Championship tournament at Morecambe, a representative game plus a lighter touch from a lady; Hans Cohn gives us part three of “analysing with the computer”; and don’t miss a second article from Hans – with an enigmatic title – highlighting three splendid books he has recorded for the cassette library.  The amount of time and care he has taken to record these books is truly commendable, a veritable labour of love!  Chris Ross presents a clutch of short articles mainly for the technologically minded; there is a call from Ireland giving earlier than usual dates for their Open Tournament, and the BCF grades are published to lay bare and expose players’ performances on the chessboard.

  This magazine is probably one of the most diverse in content ever published.  So if you wish the February issue to be equally wide ranging, please let me have your contributions by 4th January.

  Meanwhile, on behalf of your committee, I wish you a merry Christmas and a happy and successful new year.


Peter Price.

FINANCE AND FUNDRAISING SUB-COMMITTEE NEWS

  Once more I ask for your suggestions on fundraising ideas.  I previously asked if any member knows of an organisation in their hometown.  If so, they might wish to consider letting us know with a view of co-ordinating this information with Julia Scott, the BCA professional fundraiser.  Please let me (or a committee member) know of any fundraising suggestions, the intention being to feed these ideas into the overall fundraising plans for future fundraising initiatives.


Richard Kidals.

TREASURER’S UPDATE

  I start by reminding members of our bank account for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA.

Name: Braille Chess Association

Sort Code: 40-52-40

Account No.: 0008 2456

  If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description as to what you are paying for e.g. Bedford Tournament etc.  I would rather have an abbreviated comment than no description at all – thanks.

  I offer you my general update given that we are now only a matter of days away from another financial year-end and whilst the books are pretty much up to date the final accounts are a little way off completion. 

  I can report provisionally, that expenditure has included up-front deposits to some hotels in respect of future tournaments.  It is therefore inevitable that these costs are recorded as expenditure when paid.  The very nature of a deposit is to give a clear commitment to the hotel in question and this type of arrangement appears to be becoming a trend for future hotel bookings.

  As a general point, you will appreciate that both income and expenditure will always vary year on year primarily due to the number of members attending the various tournaments throughout the year.  As a result of the above comments, the best estimate I can give you today is that the overall cash holdings will be around £6000 lower than 30 September 2004.

  It also seems clear that fundraising from donors could be around a third down compared with that experienced over the last 3 years.  Anyone who has been involved in fundraising will know how time consuming and difficult raising funds can be even for the most just causes around the World.  And of course, when you have been successful, you will appreciate that the flow does not flow in a nice smooth line but so often comes in peaks and troughs.  Controlling expenditure and generally balancing the books of the yearly cycle becomes the challenge for your Treasurer and the Committee and the constant challenge to not only do the “bread and butter” things like tournaments, gazettes, articles onto tape etc. but also to plan for the continued furtherance of the BCA’s objectives in the widest context.

  I close by stating once again how much help and support I get from all committee members and I look forward to the challenges ahead and look forward to your continued support.  I close by saying I am sorry I am unable to make Bedford however, we have received a number of funds from members for the Autumn (Bedford) Tournament and that in turn will be highlighted as income received for post year end tournaments when the accounts are finalised.

MILLENNIUM WINNERS

June

No. 71

Dorothy Hodges

July

No. 34

Sally Kaneally

August

No. 45

Jan Curwen

  The draw for September has not been drawn yet and will therefore be notified in the next issue of the Gazette.

  Please help by joining or recommending it to others.


Richard Kidals, BCA Treasurer.

NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY

  A Stop Press item in the August Gazette announced that we were ready to sign a contract with St Aiden’s College, Durham, for staging the IBCA European Individual Chess Championship for blind and partially sighted players in August 2007.  This will form part of our 75th anniversary celebrations.  The contract has now been signed and the deposit paid.

  Hosting such a high profile event will be a very costly exercise but it will result in considerable kudos and publicity for the BCA.  We are expecting more than 30 countries to take part, with some countries sending two or more representatives.  As host nation, we are required to pay half the cost of one player and one guide from each of the participating countries.  We shall also fund five BCA members to play in the Championship but those who do not secure a funded place will be free to participate at their own expense.

  Congratulations to Chris Ross for winning at Morecambe and retaining his title as British Champion.  Chris now qualifies to represent the BCA at the IBCA World Individual Championship which is due to take place in Mumbai, India, in 2006.  The dates for the Championship are not yet available but we are hoping that they will dovetail in with Chris’ school commitments.

  The Grunwald Cup is a nine-round tournament for blind and partially sighted players, staged each year in Poland.  This year, Steve Hilton decided to go east and take part in the event.  It was a good decision as he turned in a very good performance, scoring 50 per cent in a strong field.  Well done Steve.

  I reported in the August Gazette that Julie Leonard was producing and maintaining a list of e-mail addresses for BCA members.  The list is only available by email and Julie sent it out for the first time early in September.  Don’t forget that if you have an email address that you would like to be included on the list, please get in touch with Julie.  

Norman Wragg.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

3rd-5th March 2006.  Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress.  Lancaster Hall Hotel, Craven Terrace, London W2.

The Annual General Meeting will take place at 2 p.m. Saturday 4th March.  Officers are elected annually and all may stand for re-election.  Items for inclusion on the agenda should reach the secretary by 31 December 2005.

In addition to the AGM there will be an Open tournament and a Minor tournament of 5 rounds each.  Associate members are eligible to play in each of these events.  Entry fee £10.  Cost of accommodation for members and associate members, including: dinner, bed and breakfast: £36.50 per person per night sharing and £40.00 single.  The cost to non members and to those booking for the Sunday night will be: £43.50 sharing and £47 single.  Closing date for bookings 10th January 2006.  This date also applies to Juniors who receive free entry and free accommodation.  It is a considerable time since we were able to find a suitable venue in London at a reasonable price.  The Lancaster Hall Hotel offers excellent accommodation and a fine hall in which the tournament will take place.  The hotel is situated not more than 8 minutes walk from Paddington main line and underground stations and a little less from Lancaster Gate underground.  Car parking, as is often the case in London, is limited and we advise those who can manage without their car to use public transport.

20th-27th May 2006.  Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  (Formerly known as the Minor Tournament).  Preston Sands Hotel, Marine Drive, Paignton.  This event will be played over six rounds and is limited to blind players and to associate members of BCA whose grade or estimated grade is 130 or below.  There will also be some coaching sessions geared to the needs of those who wish to attend the sessions and a full programme of trips and entertainment.  This is a chess holiday which is a firm favourite with many of our members.  We are delighted to have found the excellent Preston Sands Hotel which is situated right on the sea front at the quiet end of Paignton.  Jean, Colin and their son Mike, who own and manage this hotel have promised that once our members have enjoyed the friendly welcome they will receive at this hotel they will want to return again and again!  The entry fee is £10 and the cost of accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast will be £220 per person per week for members and associate members and £246 for others. Closing date for entries 20th March 2006.

27th-29th October 2006.  International Autumn Tournament.  Moat House Hotel, Solihull.  Further details will appear in the February issue.

  Members are reminded that all bookings and other accommodation requirements should be made to the organiser and not to the hotel.

  Tournament organiser: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668 

e-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk

  All events run by the BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at BCA events.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

  Those wishing to book extra nights will be asked to pay for the extra nights required direct to the hotel.  It will still be necessary to inform the organiser of your requirements.

  On-line and telephone payments.  Please note, those paying entry and accommodation fees direct into the BCA account either on-line or by telephone transfer are still required to inform the tournament organiser of their entry and booking requirements.


Stan Lovell.

TOURNAMENT ORGANISING

  I organised my first BCA event in the summer of 1979.  This was the British Championship in Chorleywood.  Since then I have been constantly involved with the finding of venues and organising of our events.  For a number of years this work was shared with Sean and Pat O’Brien from whom I learned a great deal.  For the past 17 years my wife, Jan, has acted as joint organiser with me.  Her knowledge and awareness of the needs of blind people and their capabilities has been invaluable.

  None of us, however, can go on for ever and we feel that it is in the best interest of our association if we start looking now for others to carry on the work of tournament organising rather than wait until we drop in harness.

  Our tournament sub committee has already approached one or two members who it felt might be a possible future organiser but in each case the answer has been “Perhaps at some time in the future but not at present.”  If any member or associate member feels they could become part of our tournament organising team we would like to hear from them.  I have prepared a set of guidelines which any interested party should study before committing themselves.  The use of a car is certainly not necessary.  In fact, as many of our members travel alone on public transport, it is a top priority for our venues to be public transport accessible.  A car user, therefore, would need to become fully conversant with the public transport facilities for any prospective venue.

  Any member interested should contact me or our secretary Norman for a chat and a copy of the guidelines.


Stan Lovell.

LAST CALL FOR HAAKSBERGEN 2006

  The annual IBIS chess tournament in Haaksbergen, the Netherlands, will take place from Friday 21st to Monday 24th April 2006 and all those wishing to go should contact myself, the organiser, either by telephoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN by no later than Saturday 17th December 2005 with their names and hopefully a sighted guide.

  Unfortunately, at present it is not possible to give a price for this trip, this is because the Stena Line price brochure for 2006 is not available until the end of December.  However, it is hoped that the price will be in line with that of 2005.

  Should you wish to make your own travel arrangements this is acceptable, but you still must notify the organiser of these details.

David Hodgkins.

IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT 2006

  The above tournament will take place at the Blarney Park Hotel and Leisure Centre from Friday 15th to Monday 18th September.  Full details in the February Gazette.


Philip Doyle.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

BCA Championship.

Premier group.

Patching - Hague 0.5 – 0.5 Queen’s gambit declined 30

Wall - Bryant 1 - 0 Queen’s gambit accepted 28

Cohn - Wall 0.5 – 0.5 Queen’s gambit declined 22

Hague - Wall 0 - 1 Danish gambit 44

Hague - Cohn 0 - 1 Sicilian 43.

Scores: Wall 2.5 - 3, Cohn 1.5 - 2, Patching 0.5 - 1, Hague 0.5 - 3, Bryant 0 - 1.

Group A.

Spink - Hodgkins 0 - 1 French 23

Innes - Hodgkins 0 - 1 King’s pawn 24.

Scores: Hodgkins 2 - 2, Spink 0 - 1, Innes 0 - 1.

Group B.

Lovell - Price 1 - 0 two knight’s defence 34

Lovell - Brown 1 - 0 Sicilian 29.

Scores: Way 3 - 3, Lovell 2 - 3, Mark Hague 0 - 1, Townshend 0 - 1, S. Brown 0 - 1, Price 0 - 1.

League division 1.

S. Brown - Schaefer 0 - 1 King’s Indian 50

McElroy - Gibbs 0.5 – 0.5 four knights 28

Gibbs - S. Brown 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 31

McElroy - O’Brien 1 - 0 Sicilian 38

Gibbs - O’Brien 1 – 0.

Scores: Gibbs 3.5 - 4, McElroy 3.5 - 4, Schaefer 3 - 4, O’Brien 0.5 - 4, S. Brown 0.5 - 4, Hague 0 - 3.

League division 2.

Rees - Spink 1 - 0 43

Rees - Price 1 - 0 King’s gambit 30.

Scores: Hodgkins 4.5 - 5, Bryant 4.5 - 5, Gallacher 3 - 5, Spink 2 - 5, Rees 1 - 5, Price 0 - 5.  David Hodgkins wins on tie-break due to having played more games with Black; congratulations to him.

League division 3.

Cuthbert - Patching 0 - 1 bishop’s opening 53

Crombie - Atherton 1 - 0 English 74.

Scores: Crombie 5 - 5, Atherton 4 - 5, McTavish 3 - 5, Patching 2 - 5, Cuthbert 1 - 5, Graham 0 - 5.

League division 4.

Hodges - Davey 0 - 1 Ruy Lopez 42.

Standings: Hague 4 - 4, Couchman 3 - 4, Townshend 2 - 4, Davey 1 - 4, Hodges 0 - 4.  Congratulations to Mark Hague for winning this division; it was his first full correspondence tournament so a special well-done!


Guy Whitehouse.

BRAILLE CHESS ASSOCIATION POSTAL TOURNAMENT RULES

  1.  All postal tournaments will normally start on 1st January.  All games must be completed by 31st October of the following year.

  2.  Moves may be transmitted in Braille or, where one or both of the players are non-Braillists, on cassette; preferably using both the algebraic and English notations.  Where both players are Braillists, they may play on cassette provided that both players are in agreement.

  3.  Whichever form of communication is used, it is essential that both players keep a record of the game.  Should there be a dispute over the position of a game, and only one player’s score is available, that record of the game will be taken to be the correct position.

  If during the game a player makes an illegal move they will have to move the piece involved.  However if this is not possible, it will be up to the two players involved to rectify the error.  If this still causes a dispute between both players then clarification should be sought from the group leader, who may refer the problem to the postal tournament director.

  4.  All moves must be preceded by the date of receipt and dispatch.  Players should note that the date of dispatch is the date the move will be collected.  10 moves must be made in 20 days, not counting days in the post.  Time saved can be counted in lieu.

  5.  The onus is on the player with the white pieces to start the game and provide either the plastic envelope or cassette and wallet.  On the completion of the game, these should be returned to their rightful owner.

  Should the plastic envelope or cassette wallet be lost or damaged, the player who did not provide them in the first place will be expected to provide the replacements.

  6.  Where a player beyond the British Isles is involved, all games involving that player shall start on 1st January of the year concerned.  In all such cases airmail must be used for both Braille and cassettes.

  7.  Where games are unfinished by the closing date of the tournament, and the players concerned have not reached agreement as to the result, the game will be sent for adjudication provided that at least 35 moves have been made.

  The postal tournament director, however, in exceptional circumstances, is empowered to send games for adjudication after 30 moves.

  Each player will be required to send his/her score of the game, together with their claim to the result to their group leader who will send it on to the postal tournament director who will pass it on to the BCA adjudicator whose decision shall be final.

  8.  If a player does not hear from his/her opponent within 14 days, a reminder should be sent by recorded delivery repeating the move.  If no response is received within a week of that reminder, the matter should be referred to the group leader who will endeavour to establish contact between the players.  Should this fail, the postal tournament director should be informed and he/she will take appropriate action.

  9.  Ties – ties for first place or in any position involving promotion or relegation will be resolved by the tie-break system as follows:

(a) Sonneborn-Berger – sum of scores of those beaten and half the score of those with whom drawn.

(b) Kashdan - 4 points for a win, 2 points for a draw and 1 point for a loss.

(c) Result of the game between the players involved.

(d) Examination of results from top downwards.

(e) Number of games with black pieces.

  10.  All players involved in a particular tournament will be asked by the group leader whether they wish to enter the next tournament.  However, the postal tournament director has the right to refuse a member’s entry if in his/her opinion that member has shown a reluctance in observing the postal rules.

  In such cases the postal tournament director will notify the player or players concerned.  In such cases the player or players shall have the right of appeal to the committee.

  11.  The postal tournament director may appoint group leaders whose responsibility it will be to:

(a) Send out fixture lists together with addresses and media for all players within the group, rules etc.

(b) Receive results and send them on to the postal tournament director.

  At the end of the competition if a group leader has received claims for a result or results these also must be sent to the postal tournament director for adjudication.

(c) Re-establish contact between players where necessary.

(d) Refer major problems to the postal tournament director.

  12.  Members are asked to adhere to the spirit of these postal rules in order to ensure the smooth running of BCA postal tournaments.


Guy Whitehouse.

BRITISH CHESS FEDERATION GRADES, AUGUST 2005

  These are the grades which will be used for seeding in BCA tournaments.

  (Ass.) follows the name of an associate member; R precedes a rapid play grade.

NB: some of the grades listed are not published in the BCF grading list due to lack of games being played but they are kept in the BCF database for use by tournament arbiters.  Grateful thanks are due to Julie Leonard who extracted these grades from the BCF website.

  N. Andrews (Ass.) 99, W. Armstrong 147 R146, P. Benson 162, C. Brown 42, R. Brown 32, S. Brown 101, S. Burnell 142 R125, J. Busbridge 25, E. Casey 90, K. Cash 6, C. Chambers 146, D. Chambers (Ass.) 128, Y. K. Chan 75, P. Cloudsdale (Ass.) 140 R138, H. Cohn 105, A. Crombie 118, P. Cumbers (Ass.) 198 R189, J. Cuthbert 66, A. Davey 79, M. Delaney 148, P. Doyle 161, C. Fisher 126 R96, J. Gallagher 128, P. Gibbs (Ass.) 169, P. Gordon 102, M. Hague 41, S. Hall 36, R. Harrington 12, D. Hartley (Ass.) 153, S. Hilton 159, D. Hodges 5, D. Hodgkins 106 R109, K. Hoogenraad 72, A. Irving 59 R89, J. Jenkins 117, J. Kidals (Ass.) 50, R. Kidals (Ass.) 72, M. Kirkham 65, J. Leonard (Ass.) 85, G. Lilley 165, J. Littlewood (Ass.) 199, S. Loftus 134, S. Lovell 103, E. McElroy 141, N. McQuillan (Ass.) 95, M. Meaney 75, T. Mordue (Ass.) 195, R. Murphy (Ass.) 97 R95, A. Murray 75, J. Osborne 48, G. Patching 45, B. Perham 67, G. Phillips 81, G. Plechaty 82, P. Price 65, C. Ross 183 R175, M. Sharkey 78, P. Smith (Ass.) 78 R69, O. Sobers 72, S. Thacker 107, R. Van Aurich (Ass.) 154, G. Walsh (Ass.) 107, R. Waters (Ass.) 95 R77, S. Watkins 62, G. Whitehouse 83, L. Whittle 149, R. Williams 84, G. Willis (Ass.) 113, N. Wragg 119.

  Information supplied by Stan Lovell.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.

  Hopefully, members should now have received a copy of the new membership list in the medium of their choice.  However, if you have not received a copy please let me know and I can get this rectified.

  Due to not receiving a change of address for Lionel Bryant until after the master tape copy was read, his address is wrong on the tape version.  This is correct in the Braille and print versions.


David Hodgkins.

OBITUARY:  JONATHAN FISHER

  It is with regret that I belatedly report the death a year ago, at the age of 86, of Jonathan Fisher.  He was born without sight, educated at Benwell School for the blind, Newcastle, and left at the age of 16 to work on the family farm.  In 1935 he started a poultry business which so thrived after the war that he was able to sell pullets to local farmers.  A football pool win in the early 1950s enabled him to build large housing for the birds, install modern equipment and increase production.  Jonathan designed the buildings himself!  He had a wonderful rapport with his farm dogs.

  Jonathan married Gladys in 1959, and the couple had two daughters, Ann and Rosemary.

  By way of recreation in his younger days he played the piano and accordion in a local Scottish band.  In the 1960s he learned chess, joined the BCA, ran one of the then round robin tapes and eventually rose to the Premier group of the BCA chess correspondence tournaments.  I well remember playing him by post, and we had many a witty exchange: he beat me.  He also played in over-the-board tournaments until rheumatoid arthritis curtailed his activities.

  Jonathan, during his lifetime, had five guide dogs.  He raised funds for the Guide Dogs Association, the RNIB and he was a founder member of the Eden Voluntary Association for the blind and partially-sighted.

  Here was a man who clearly had community service at heart, he will be missed by many.

  Note.  News of Jonathan’s death has only lately reached us.  A letter of condolence has been sent to the family, and I am grateful to his daughter, Ann, for providing some of the information about her father.


Editor.

E-MAIL ADDRESS LIST UPDATE

  Following your secretary’s article in the previous magazine in which it was announced that a separate list of e-mail addresses will be produced, the list to be maintained by Julie Leonard, 44 members have already signed up for this service.  Any BCA member can have a copy of this list but it will be available only in electronic format.

  If any other member wishes to embark on this e-mail embryo, they should contact Julie’s e-mail emporium.

Editor.

THE “HEDGEHOG” AND OTHER BEASTS

  In case you are mystified, this piece is about new books in the cassette library.

  Let me start with the other beasts.  “The criteria of positional assessment” (3 cassettes) that, if you master its contents and carry out its recommendations, puts you well on the road to becoming a grandmaster!  When you have left the opening (which is mostly book), the time has come to make a plan for the remainder of the game.  Before you can do this, you must be able to assess the quality of your own position and your opponent’s in all their elements.  I would go as far as to say that neglect of the subject is the single most important factor why people are not progressing as quickly as they would like.  I should know, having been a culprit myself!  This book deals briefly with all the elements in turn.  They are: 1. the material situation, 2. the presence of immediate threats, 3. the situation of the Kings (their possible endangerment), 4. the domination of open lines, 5. the Pawn structure, weak and strong squares, 6. centre and space, 7. development and deployment of the pieces.  Ask yourself how much you know about all these elements and, although it goes without saying that a book of this kind is written for the beginner, decide if you couldn’t do with a brush-up, even if you are a good to average club or county player.

  “How to handle the pawns in chess.”  Having made one sweeping statement already, I will venture another: of all the bits in chess the Pawns are the most frequently sinned against, being moved when they should be left standing and left standing when they should be moved.  Some wise guy said that the strongest position of the Pawns is their initial position, strung out across the board on the 2nd and 7th ranks, but that wouldn’t give a game, so how to proceed?  This book tells you on 6 cassettes, dealing with the following: 1. the Pawn chain, 2. the blockade, 3. double Pawns, 4. the isolated Pawn, 5. hanging Pawns, 6. the backward Pawn, 7. the passed Pawn, 8. the Pawns in front of the castled King, 9. the open (mobile) centre, 10. the closed centre.  It even shows you how to win, when all the Pawns confront each other on the 4th and 6th ranks, and, while that’s never likely to happen, it teaches you something about “outside Pawns”.  The book is spiced with exercises, to make you think and find the continuation before reading on, something Chris Ross is always doing on his coaching tapes, and quite right too.  There are quite a few complete games as well as diagrams, but not so deeply annotated as to make the read a hard grind.

  “The Hedgehog” is ostensibly an opening system for Black, but it is, in fact, so pervasive of all parts of the game that it becomes a method of play.  The book tells you much about manoeuvring in the middle game, about the utilisation of space, the domination of files and diagonals.  Without going into too much detail, after 12 moves or so Black’s Pawns are on a6 b6 d6 e6 f7 g7/g6 and h7 and his pieces: Kg8 Qc7 rooks c8 and d7/e8 bishops b7 and e7/g7 and knights d7 and f6.  In other words, apart from the Black c-Pawn which has by then been swapped for the White d-Pawn, Black has no bit beyond the 6th rank.  A defensive set-up, you say?  Maybe, but I would rather call it an impregnable one: White has acres of space, but where is he going to attack and how?  What usually happens, as illustrated in the fifty annotated games, is that White gets so frustrated assaulting an unbreachable wall that he loses patience and allows Black to pounce with …d5 or …b5 breaking open the centre in his favour.  You need to be temperamentally disposed towards this kind of play; it’s not for the go-getter.  To quote from the introduction: “The hedgehog is one of the most fascinating and provoking chess set-ups.  Unlike any other opening systems it has the capacity of polarising the chess world.  To some it seems peculiarly passive, spongy, scurrilous or decadent.  For others its fascination is quite magical.”

  The book is a combination of theoretical material, discussion about strategy, the meaning of “space”, and the various ramifications of the system itself.  The author is grandmaster Matthias Wahls, a member of the Porz team that use to win the German federal chess league with the same regularity as Liverpool did the football league championship at about the same time.  If the book has one fault it is its one-sidedness: the author claims that White with best play can do no better than draw and gives nearly 50 games to prove his point, but he has an axe to grind, and if he grinds it hard who can blame him.

  One word more to our British BCA members.  This book was published recently in instalments in a leading German chess magazine.  The hedgehog concept is, of course, known about in this country, but I know of no publication about it at this level.  So if you take the trouble to master the system you may be able to spring it on your sighted opponents “cold”.  If that is an indication of my thinking that even our strongest sighted members may benefit from listening to it, what’s wrong with that?

  The book is 11 cassettes long and, like all the books I record, has been proofread and includes an index of the material covered and on which cassette and track this can be found.  But whereas this is usually at the end of the recording, on this one, for reasons it would take too long to explain, it is on track 2 of cassette 2.

  
Hans Cohn.

FIFTH WORLD CUP – GREECE 2005

By Colin Chambers

  The Fifth World Cup for Visually Impaired Chess Players was held at The Eretria Village Hotel, Evia Island, Greece, from 12th to 21st July.  Besides being very picturesque, the hotel’s village style set up provided good food and accommodation, comfortable playing conditions and plenty of recreational facilities.

  It was originally planned to divide the 16 participating nations into two groups of eight and hold an all-play-all event in each group.  After this, the top team in each group would play for places 1 and 2, and so on downwards.  However, because of financial problems, the Russian squad was forced to drop out at short notice.  Consequently, the format was changed to an eight round Swiss tournament.  The nation with the free day would be credited with four draws.  It was decided that board points would determine the outcome of the event, i.e. it would be better to win 4 - 0 rather than 3 - 1.  The time limit would be forty moves in two hours and then the clocks would be set back thirty minutes for the rest of the game.  Also, due to sickness, Kazakhstan arrived with only three players.  Therefore, each nation playing them would be credited with one board point.  The G.B. squad was ranked 14 out of the 15 nations.

  Our squad, in board order, was Bill Armstrong, Steve Hilton, Les Whittle, myself (Captain), and Norman Wragg (reserve).

  The rest of the B.C.A. party consisted of Pat Armstrong, Barbara Chambers, Moira Whittle and Pauline Wragg.  The B.C.A. group was accompanied by my son, Steve Chambers, his wife Judith, and their three boys, Jack, Jamie and Toby.

  And now for the blow by blow account:

Round 1: We were drawn against Slovenia and lost 0.5 - 3.5.  Making his G.B. debut, Steve Hilton scored the draw.  At the end of this round, Slovenia headed the tournament and, of course, G.B. occupied bottom slot.

Round 2: We had the free day.  Slovenia were joined in the lead by Hungary and Spain.

Round 3: We met the host nation Greece and those Greek gods certainly smiled on their own - we lost 1 - 3.  Les Whittle scored our point.  This was a major setback for us.  At the end of this round, Germany was the sole leader.  

Round 4: At this stage, I decided that the only way to deal with those Greek gods was to introduce our “Trojan Horse”, reserve Norman Wragg.  We drew with Finland 2 - 2.  Steve Hilton and Les Whittle drew and our Trojan Horse won.  At this stage, Olympiad Champions Poland, became tournament leaders.

Round 5: We beat Sweden 2.5 - 1.5.  Steve Hilton drew with a FIDE Master.  Les Whittle and our Trojan Horse, Norman Wragg, won.  Poland continued to head the tournament.  However, G.B. rose to 12th place.

Round 6: We were beaten 3.5 - 0.5 by Spain.  Sadly, a dispute over the use of some very sub standard Spanish electronic clocks might have disconcerted our players.  Bill Armstrong gained our draw.  Poland extended their lead at the head of the table.

Round 7: We lost 0 - 4 to Romania.  Poland built up an unassailable lead in the event.  G.B. dropped back to 15th place - one whole board point behind Greece.

Round 8: We drew with Hungary 2 - 2.  Draws were achieved by Bill Armstrong, Steve Hilton, Colin Chambers and Norman Wragg.  Greece lost 3 - 1 to Kazakhstan and G.B. edged ahead of the host nation on the tie-break!

  The individual scores of the G.B. squad were:

Bill Armstrong 1 - 6 (a fine effort on top board)

Steve Hilton 2 - 6 (a most impressive debut)

Les Whittle 2.5 - 6 (another fine performance)

Colin Chambers 0.5 - 5 (disappointing)

Norman Wragg 2.5 - 5 (an excellent score from our Trojan Horse)

  Our team was ranked 14th out of 15 teams and our final standing was 14th.  We were a little disappointed at this, because we felt that a combination of factors had worked against us; my very bad form, the upset over the electronic clocks and one or two spots of bad luck.  However, it was always going to be a very tough tournament.  Nevertheless, I was proud to be captain of such an enthusiastic team and all my players deserve a special commendation.

Final nation table:

1  Poland 24.5

2  Serbia and Montenegro 18.5

3  Ukraine 18

4  Romania 17.5

5  Croatia 17.5

6  Germany 17

7  Spain 17

8  F.Y.R.O. Macedonia. 17

9  Hungary 16

10  Kazakhstan 16

11  Slovenia 15

12  Sweden 13.5

13  Finland 11

14  U.K. 10.5

15  Greece 10.5

  My thanks go to Pauline Wragg for efficiently handling, and conducting, our pre match preparation.  I am also grateful to my son, Steve Chambers, for helping write out the G.B. games for the bulletin.  Indeed, much credit is due to our entire party for the excellent support provided to the players at all times.  We all got on extremely well and it was a pleasure to be a member of such a delightful crowd of people.

  Tragically, I.B.C.A. President Delfin Burdio, passed away on the penultimate evening which obviously cast a cloud over the final day.  Naturally, the thoughts of the British party were with his family.

  The Greek organisers have every reason to be satisfied with the event and I congratulate them on their achievement.

  Steve Hilton's draw against a titled player in Round 5 was possibly our best individual result.  The game, with annotation by Steve himself, is given below:

White: Hilton, S., G.B. - Black: Magnusson, J., Sweden

1 d4 f5 2 Bg5 c6 3 Nf3 d5 4 Nbd2 Be6

(This is an unusual way to develop the Bishop)

5 e3 Bf7 6 c4 h6 7 Bf4 e6 8 Qb3 Qc8

(Necessary to defend the b7 pawn)

9 Bd3 Nf6 10 Ne5 g5 11 Bg3 Bg7 12 f3 O-O 13 O-O Nh5 14 Nxf7 Rxf7 15 Bd6 Nf6 16 Rac1 Ne8 17 Bg3 Nd7 18 cxd5 exd5 19 Kh1 Ndf6 20 e4 f4 21 Bf2 Nc7 22 Rfe1 Kh8 23 e5 Ng8

(White is more active than Black and, therefore, much better in this position)

  24 Bb1 Ne7 25 Ne4 Nf5 26 Nc5 Ne6 27 Bxf5 Nxc5!

(I missed this great idea)

28 Bxc8 Nxb3 29 e6 Re7

(29 e6 was a bad mistake on my part. It allowed the Bishop on g7 to breathe)

30 Bxb7 Nxc1 31 Bxa8 Nd3 32 Re2 Nxf2+ 33 Rxf2 Rxe6

(black is back in the game and better at this point)

34 g4 Bxd4 35 Rc2 Re1+ 36 Kg2 Rg1+ 37 Kh3 Rf1 38 Kg2 Rg1+ 39 Kh3 c5 40 Bxd5 Rb1 41 b3 Kg7 42 Be4 Ra1 43 Rd2 a5 44 Bd3 Kf6 45 a4 Ke5 46 Bc4 Rc1 47 Kg2 Rg1+ 48 Kh3 Rc1 49 Kg2 Rc3 50 h3 Kf6 51 Re2 Be3 52 Ra2 Ke5 53 Ra1 Rc2+ 54 Kh1 Rxc4

(Possibly 54 … Rf2 here was better but Black was under time pressure)

55 bxc4 Kd4 56 Kg2 Kxc4 57 Kf1 Kb3 58 Ke2 Kb2 59 Rh1 c4 60 Rh2 Bg1 61 Rg2 Be3 62 Kd1 Kb3 63 Rc2 c3 64 Re2 Kxa4

(I felt black should have played 64 … Bd2 to block the Rook. The a4 Pawn was going nowhere)

 65 Kc2 

(65 Kc2 was crucial, as White was now at least equal)

65 … Kb4 66 Re1 Kc4 67 Rd1 Bd2

(Black offered a draw and I accepted to give G.B. the match)

BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP, MORECAMBE 2005

  The BCA British Championships took place in August, at the Auckland Hotel, Morecambe.  Once again Stan and Jan Lovell had found a suitable venue.  Playing conditions were good and the hotel staff were friendly and helpful.  We were also blessed with good weather.

  The championship was hard fought, with some excellent games.  Chris Ross was the winner, though not without fighting off some strong challenges.  Steve Hilton acquitted himself well in his first championship and Steve Thacker played far beyond his grading.  Brian Perham won the minor and Chrissie Brown was the ladies champion.

  Gerry Walsh and Peter Gibbs controlled the event with their usual calm efficiency.

  On the social side, various activities contributed to everyone’s pleasure.  There were shopping trips to Lancaster, a visit to the theatre for music from the forties, and an excellent evening at “ye olde John of Gaunt”, Lancaster, arranged by Chris Ross.

  Lubins Café, next door to the Auckland, was a popular port of call with everyone.  The cakes and pies were good, the prices more than reasonable, and Trish, the proprietress, one of the most pleasant and friendly ladies that one could wish to meet.  The “Pier Inn” also had its devotees.

  The week ended with the prize giving and included Sheila’s quiz which was, as usual, both entertaining and informative, and also a guess the weight of the cake competition, arranged by Julie Leonard for BCA funds.  I was the lucky winner, and the cake no longer weighs anything.  It was delicious.  Thank you Julie.

  A short footnote to the week.  On the drive home Christine was concerned that she had left someone’s bag in the hotel lounge.  When we arrived home, and I opened the car boot, I discovered that she was right.  It was her own.


Norman Andrews.

Results of the BCA Championships held in Morecambe in August 2005

Championship

C. ROSS
5
 
1st

S. HILTON
4.5
2nd=

S. THACKER
4.5
2nd=

C. CHAMBERS
4

J. GALLAGHER
4

Grading Prize

W. ARMSTRONG
3.5

N. WRAGG
3.5

S. LOVELL
3.5

A. IRVING
3.5
Grading Prize

P. GORDON
3

A. DAVEY
2

G. PHILLIPS
1

Minor

B. PERHAM
6.5
1st

O. SOBERS
5.5
2nd=

G. PATCHING
5.5
2nd=

C. BROWN 
4.5
4th

R. BROWN 
3

D. HODGES
2

Grading Prize

R. HARRINGTON
1

A. DYTE
0

A POEM FROM JOAN SHORROCK

  Joan Shorrock, our inventive associate member, who has a legendary ability to produce monologues, offers readers the following account of an incident during the Morecambe week.  The “Bare Lady” referred to relates to a district of Morecambe!

BCA Tournament – Morecambe – August 2005

Some of the BCA members

At Morecambe on vacation

Had a “Brief Encounter” on Thursday

In the tea room at Carnforth Station.

Two Alans, Sheila, Bob and Chris

Joined by Peter, Celia and Ruth

With Joan, they called the tour guide

Were remembering their youth.

In the sweet shop we spent some time

Alan wanted barley sugar

All through him we missed the bus

Oh, what a silly … man!

No matter, we boarded the next bus

Like happy little souls

Back in half an hour, we thought

Revived with sausage rolls.

Our happiness was short-lived

To a standstill came the bus

There we were all stranded

A Bare Lady and nine of us.

The tour guide got quite alarmed

And said “It’s necessary

That I get back as soon as poss’

To wash my hair in sherry”!

We made light of the situation

Alan’s jokes kept us amused

I think we made the Bare Lady’s day

Though she was slightly confused

She too made the best of it

And joined in with the fun

But Oscar thought to hell with this

And took Celia for a run

Soon three buses came at once

Isn’t that always the way

And soon we were all safely back

From a happy, though different, day.

BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP 2005

  In tribute to the excellent resistance I occurred during my championship reclamation, I would like to share with the membership the tremendous fighting spirit displayed by Steve Hilton, who played courageously against me, producing arguably the game of the tournament.  As my chess wasn't firing all that much during the week, I certainly had to raise myself to conquer a worthy opponent...

[Event "B.C.A. British Championship 2005"]

[Site "Morecambe, ENG"]

[Date "2005.08.17"]

[Round "5.1"]

[White "Ross, Chris"]

[Black "Hilton, Stephen"]

[Result "1-0"]

[ECO "B52"]

[WhiteElo "2122"]

[BlackElo "2045"]

{B52: Sicilian: Moscow Variation, Maroczy Bind} 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Bb5+ Bd7 4. Bxd7+ Qxd7 5. c4 Nc6 6. Nc3 g6 7. d4 cxd4 8. Nxd4 Bg7 9. Be3 Nf6 10. f3 O-O 11. Rc1 Rfc8 

So far so good, an ordinary Maroczy bind where White has rid himself of the horrible light squared bishop.  Strangely enough, Black has refused to chuck in the move a7-a6 at an early stage, somewhat unusual for the Maroczy bind.

12. b3 Qd8 13. Qd2 Qa5 

Again, Black refuses to transpose into the normal lines of the Maroczy.  This ultimately leads to an interesting and complex decision for White to debate.

14. Nde2 

Played after some considerable thought.

White stands well, his pieces are ideally placed, but Nd5 tactics always fail for him due to the loose nature of his knight on d4.

Since a6 has not been played for Black, the usual Na4 ideas don't apply here, and White must find a kind of waiting move before committing himself.  Black has declared that he is willing to stray away from the main lines and White must find a suitable refutation for it.

Hence, the next move, which intends to remove the loosely placed knight from the line of attack to a better square, and principally, to aim for the targeted d5 square.

14... Ne5 

Stating categorically that Black is willing to dabble in tactical warfare.

The main idea behind the move, apart from rerouting the knight is to provide nasty tactics on the d3 square: 15. Nd5? Nd3+! where the White queen is unfortunately pinned by the Black queen on a5 and can not take the checking knight.

15. Nf4

Continuing with the plan of establishing this knight on d5 and defending d3 as a nice side-line.  Black has a nasty decision to make now, whether to allow the well travelled knight to reach its outpost, or to take drastic measures to complicate matters.  Should he sit back and allow himself to be squashed or to take the fight to White?!

15... g5?!

Played very ambitiously!

Black decides to weaken his own king's position to activate his pieces.  At the same time, he reintroduces nasty little tactics for White to be very aware of: 16. Nfd5? Nxd5! 17. Nxd5?? Nd3+!  And the pinned queen is still a problem.  16. Nfd5 Nxd5 17. exd5 b5!  And tactics on the c3 knight are looking very good for Black.

16. Nfe2!

Positionally played!  Not many folk can see that sometimes the best retreat for a piece, once attacked, is actually the square from whence it came.  In this case, it is not only the best square, but in fact, it is indeed the best route back to the ideal square where it is now destined.  The g6-g5 thrust has now weakened the f5 square and the knight, having provoked the Black queen's knight to wander from the attack of the d4 square, is headed back there to attack the newly weakened f5 outpost.

16... g4 

Having created a weakness that is easily attacked by White's battery on the c1-g5 diagonal, the pawn push is inevitable.  Black aims to open up the position to avoid being persistently cramped by the Maroczy bind.  However, White can maintain the closed nature of the position.

17. f4 Ng6 18. O-O

The style of the position and the tactics having reached a peak, White now commits his king, which previously, in the normal Maroczy bind situation is best placed on d2.  Now though, Black intends to attack and the king must flee for safety as the queens must be retained for defensive purposes.  White hopes that Black's aggressive intentions will soon prove fruitless and that his positional superiority will soon tell.

18... h5 

Having started the king-side attack, Black must proceed, otherwise, his G pawn is just stupidly placed and his attack non-existent.  Complete aggression must be his policy here.

19. Nd4 

As there is no immediate danger, White continues with his plan of establishing his knight on the powerful outpost at f5.

19... h4 20. Qf2 

Tactics are abundant with 20. Nf5 Nxe4 which ultimately, should be OK for White when he has Nxe7 as a zwischenzug, but the unpinning of the knight on c3 and the defensive switch to the king-side is more appealing as g4-g3 sacks are now less effective.

20... Qh5 21. Nf5 Bf8

Desperately attempting to keep the pieces on. Nxg7 was always on if Black wanted Nxe4 tactics in the offing but now g4-g3 is prevented permanently, Black has little hope of any advantage now.

22. Bd4

Having driven the Black bishop away from the long diagonal, White seizes on it and introduces tactics of his own into the rich position.

The threatened Bxf6 and Nd5 invading all the weakened light squares is too much for Black to bear!

22... g3 

Black has to bank his chips.  Simple retreat with 22... Qh8 is just too submissive.

23. hxg3 Ng4 24. Qf3 e5

Desperately attempting to complicate matters.

Tactics are now flowing and White must be completely on his guard not to be outwitted here.

24... hxg3 25. Qxg3 e6 was not in the question for Black as he will simply get outplayed eventually.

However, has the bishop got a satisfactory retreat?!

25. Nd5! 

The climax to White's excellent positional play.  The d5 square has always been an advantage for White since the opening and the knight could have travelled there at any point during the game, most likely leading to a material or positional disadvantage in the main, but when tactics are flowing, the outpost proves its weight in gold.  Point to learn here is that the outpost should be used at its ultimate point and not immediately.  Never seek immediate fruit from a positional plus.

The retreat to e3/f2 is possible but again, after the advance to h3 and the multi-exchanges, f4 could be left en prise.  So, the knight entry onto d5, not only introduces fresh tactics, but in fact defends f4 to allow the retreat, Bf2.  Quality positional chess!

25... exd4 

Suddenly giving up the ghost for a fight.  There doesn't seem to be many more tactics for Black to deal with here, and there seems no good continuation apart from simple retreat.  Black enters into the ending hoping to defend a hopeless position.

26. Qxg4

The point of the combination.  The Black king's exposure allows simple tactics.

26... Qxg4 27. Nf6+ Kh8 28. Nxg4 hxg3 29. Rf3

Bizarrely enough, White is now going for mate!

He not only intends to mop up all of Black's loose pawns, he intends Nf6 and Rxg3 and Rh3 mate!  The Black king has very few squares to run to, and hence Black's decision to give up more material to avoid the mating nets...

29... Bg7 30. Nxd6 Rc7 31. Nf5 Re8 32. Nxg3 Nh4

Desperate measures only.  White must remain steady and calm and defend and convert quietly now.

33. Rd3 Ng6

And with 6 moves to go to the time control, I decide not to meddle in tactics, but play simply and slowly.  Black is now two pawns down, b5 is his only real chance of creating counter-chances, so cancel all that out and he has nothing ... hence ...

34. Rf1 1-0

Sub-variations:

A. 11... a6 12. a4 Ne5 13. b3 Qd8 14. O-O Nfd7 15. Rf2 Nc5 16. Rd2

a5 17. Ndb5 Ned7 18. Nd5 h6 19. Qc2 Na6 20. Rcd1 Ndc5 21. Qb1 Rc8 22. Bf2 Nb4

23. Na7 Nxd5 24. Rxd5 b6 25. Nxc8 Qxc8 26. Qc2 

Hebert,J-Schleifer,M/Montreal 2002/CBM 086 ext/1-0 (50)

B. 13... a6 14. O-O Rab8 15. Nxc6 bxc6 16. Rfd1 Nd7 17. Na4 c5 18. Qf2

Qc7 19. f4 Nb6 20. Nc3 Qc6 21. Qf3 a5 22. Nd5 Nxd5 23. cxd5 Qa6 24. Rc4 Rb4 25.

Rdc1 a4 26. Rxb4 cxb4 27. Rxc8+ Qxc8 28. Qd1 

Georgiev, B-Bonev, T/Velingrad 2004/CBM 099 ext/0-1 (39)}


Chris Ross.

ANALYSING WITH THE COMPUTER - PART 3

A reader’s note: You may well need 2 chess boards to help your analysis.

by Grand Master Rainer Knaack, Translated by Hans Cohn

3 – Getting the most out of your computer.

Today chess programs may be enormously strong – normally they already win against over 99 percent of humans, particularly with a shortened time limit – nevertheless, the losers keep filing away at the quality of the opponent.  Particularly for analysis computers can never be good enough.  That goes for the programs as much as for the hardware.  Many freaks must have the best of both, but even without the latest model it is important to get the maximum out of your system.

3.1  Threats.

If in a game threats are constantly parried they are consequently not carried out.  With pure observation of the analysis values calculated by the program nothing special can be recognised.  However, “Fritz 5.32” offers the possibility of calculating the existing threat(s).  It is, in fact, as if one side makes two moves at once.  By playing it through afterwards one can reach a better understanding.

Diagram 12  Ivanchuk – Jussupov 1991

r6k; p4pb1; 2NBr2p; 5N2; 2PP1pn1; 1Q2p3; P3P1Bq; R2R1K2

After 27 …Re6! 

Black has sacrificed two pieces for a fine attack; what is the point of his last move?  If you now select “threats” you get the following indications:

28 …Rg6 29 Qe3 Ne3 Wins (2.06).

As you can see White must sacrifice the Queen to meet the threat 29 …Qh1 30 Bh1 Nh2 31 Ke1 Rg1 Mate.  The game continued 28 Qb7 Rg6! 29 Qa8 Kh7 and after further excitement Black won a fine game.

But not only playing back the game afterward but just analysing you can work with “threats”.  For one thing, you go one half-move further and may possibly see an interesting idea more quickly, for another you may see that the threats can no longer be parried.

3.2  The second-best move.


If you log into the more-variations mode the program works more slowly and any tactical blow may clearly be found later.  In the one-variation mode only the move favoured by the program and the variation it gives rise to will be indicated.  But this move may be a Pawn move which you may in any case exclude yourself.  Here “Fritz 5.32” offers the chance of indicating the 2nd best move (according to the program), by repeating the action the next-best etc.  Perhaps this is a function for the impatient.  I for one always want to go possibly deeper and thus get on with the analysis.


You can also let the threat be calculated and then choose the 2nd best move; that way you get the next-strongest threat.

3.3  Hashtables.


The significance of the so-called “hashtables” is generally exaggerated.  But that does not mean that they are unimportant.  They ensure the storage of calculations which can be called up whenever the same position is reached.  The more move transpositions there are in the variation tree the greater is the saving of time.  In the initial position it is hardly possible to see whether many or few move transpositions will occur.  This quickens the program.  The quicker the computer, the sooner will the memory be filled, i.e. a 500 MHz computer should also have bigger hashtables.  The less one lets a computer analyse (say over-night) the more sense do big hashtables make.


“Fritz 5.32” is “memory-hungry”, for by the great number of calculated positions per second the memory is filled more quickly.  At the installation 16 MB working memory is reserved for hashtables if the computer has that many left which is usually quite sufficient.  If you want to increase the value it is better to choose a 32 MB computer rather than the 31 MB, while a 33 MB offers only a slight increase.

Some computers calculate much more selectively (fewer half-moves per second), and the number of values written into the hashtables is less.  On the other hand, this may be more important in such computers because they can learn (see 3.7 below).

3.4  Endgames.

A few years ago endings were still a decided weakness of chess programs; today this has changed markedly.  Sometimes programs may consider knowledge-based assessments correctly or not find the right plan in complex positions, but their “knowledge” has greatly increased.  In positions with little material and therefore fewer variations they can fully display their ability.  This is particularly true of Pawn endings because here programs quickly attain great depth.

Diagram 13  Wehmeier – Slobodian 1997

8; 6p1; p5P1; 1pp2k2; P7; 1P2K2P; 8; 8


36 a5 played by man and computer, but the latter came up with 20 half-moves in about a minute!

Diagram 14  Burmakin – Sviagintsev 1997

8; 8; 3k4; p1p1ppp1; 2P4p; 1P1K1PPP; P7; 8


In the game 1 gh4? gh4 lost because …a4 creates an entry point for Black’s King, so that …e4 later decides.  Does 1 g4 lead to a draw?  Yes!  After 1 …e4 2 Ke3 ef3 3 gf5 Ke5 4 Kf3 Kf5 5 a3 (White needs the tempo a3 a4 in case Black plays …g4) 5 …Ke5 6 Ke3 (opposition) 


Complex studies with opposition are well suited to programs, but the above message will not appear by just pressing a key: the already mentioned “entry” into the variation is the most important analytical weapon.

3.5  Tablebases.

The latest achievements of the top programs are “tablebases”.  Their advantages are: 

all five-piecers are accessible

when one side stands to win the exact number of moves to the mate is indicated

tablebases can be accessed in the middle of variations, when more than five pieces are on the board.

The last is by far the most interesting aspect.

Diagram 15  Astrom – Shulman 1999

8; 8; 6p1; 1p6; 1bk3KP; 8; 3B1P2; 8

“Hiarcs 7.32” gives 1 Bb4 with the value 0.00 which is by no means trivial.  This is possible because here already the program can have recourse to the later Pawn ending.  After Kb4 2 h5 the screen shows 2 …gh5 equals 0.0.  2 …g5 3 Kg5 (mate in 16) Ka3 3 hg6 (mate in 16).

Positions in which one can soon expect an ending in some variations with at most five pieces can be very well analysed by tablebases.

Of programs on the market today (1999), “Hiarcs 7.32” and “Nimzo 7.32” include the new concept.  “Shredder” and “Fritz 6” will certainly soon follow.  “Nimzo 7.32” has the added advantage that tablebases are loaded into the memory.

3.6  “Locking”.

With this function the program is forced to analyse just the position on the screen.  It means you can continue the game or enter variations without losing the position.  Under “ChessBase 7.0” you can bring up another program at the same time.  But remember that each program consumes about half the computer’s calculating power, so that you have to wait correspondingly longer for usable results.  This can be overcome with multi-processor systems which have their uses for the private consumer too, and whose acquisition should not make too great a hole in your domestic finances.  Tactical tricks are found by all programs.

3.7  Learning capacity.


We are not talking here about genuine learning: you analyse a variation up to a clear result, say a mate.  Then you go back step by step, and the program remembers the originally achieved result and takes it into account in its calculations.  “Hiarcs 7.32” is capable of this kind of analysis.

Diagram 16  Kasparov – Karpov 1986

5r1k; pp3p1p; 5Rp1; 4Q3; 3r4; 4P2P; 1q4P1; 5R1K

After 31 Qxe5

At this point Black overstepped the time limit.  Is Black losing?  After Rd2 32 Qe7 Rxd8 33 Rf7 Rf7 34 Rf7 Kg8.  “Hiarcs”, after some time, shows a value of 3.38.  If you now go back half-move by half-move this valuation remains until one side has found a better move.  The final position of the game also receives the valuation 3.38 – White is winning.

3.8  Selectivity.


In part 2 the nil move was mentioned.  How often it is used, one can find out by calling up with selectivity.  With “Fritz 5.32” a value 2 is pre-entered.  By changing this to 0, you approach a brute-force valuation, and with “Fritz” you can also analyse zugzwang positions.  However, this means that the programs gets considerably slower.  Raising the selectivity to 3 increases the speed, but also the danger of missing a good continuation; never go higher than 3.

Diagram 17  A. P. Orlimont 1921

4R1br; 5pkr; 5p1p; 4pP1K; 8; 7N; 8; 8

Mate in seven.


Setting selectivity on “Fritz” at 0 quickly finds the solution.  Otherwise not.  [Would one of our computer gurus care to submit the solution to the next issue?  H. Cohn.]

3.9  Further settings.


You can alter further parameters according to your type of program.  But it does not do much for, for instance, you raise or lower “aggressiveness”.  Interesting is the change in piece values in “Nimzo 7.32”.  With a position on the screen in which a minor piece is stronger than a Rook, you can raise the value of the minor piece, thus stopping the program from winning the exchange.


The “counterpoint value” also belongs to the realm of the exceptions.  Raising it can prevent the program from permanently wanting to give perpetual check.

3.10  Summary.

- Indication of threats helps in the analysis and subsequent playing through of the game.

- The 2nd best move in the one-variation mode is something for the impatient.

- Hashtables speed up the program but should not be overestimated.

- In endings programs corrupt by attaining great depth of calculation.

- Tablebases “bite” on perfect 5-piece databases even if there are more than five pieces on the board.

- “Locking” enables the user to raise several programs simultaneously.

- Some programs save screened positional assessments if the score is retraced move by move (learning capacity).

- Raising selectivity quickens the programs, but runs the risk of overlooking strong moves.

4 NATIONS CHESS LEAGUE

  Just a reminder to everyone that the B.C.A. will be playing in the 4NCL again this year.  Any member of the B.C.A., including associate members, is valid for selection and I would urge anybody who has an interest in this prestigious event to contact me (see details displayed on the front of this Gazette).

  You do not have to play in all rounds, even one weekend's performance may help the team immensely.  We have already achieved very creditably in this event and the social and team camaraderie is tremendous.  The time control is 7 hours with two games in a weekend.

  Dates for the upcoming season are as follows, the venue being the West Bromwich Moathouse, apart from rounds 5 & 6 when we will travel to Nottingham.

Rounds 1 & 2: 5th/6th November 2005

Rounds 3 & 4: 3rd/4th December 2005

Rounds 5 & 6: 11th/12th February 2006 (Nottingham Moat House)

Rounds 7 & 8: 18th/19th March 2006

Rounds 9, 10 & 11: 27th to 29th May 2006

Chris Ross, 4NCL manager.

E-BOOKS

  Yet another exciting development to the website is the availability to download and read chess books electronically!  Since the B.C.A. have been given the clearance from the copyright licensing authorities to produce chess books in a medium that is accessible to VI people, the committee have initiated a project to bring our members chess books in text documents.  So far, we already have 7 books available to download, and all are free!  The only real restriction is that you have to be a member of the B.C.A. in the UK and to register an account on the website.  Again, this is free, but as we are not allowed to publish the E-Books in the public domain, we must validate your usage on the E-Book section of the website.  Once registered, you can log-in at will and peruse at will.

  To see further details, go to our homepage, or to:

http://www.braillechess.org.uk/license/index.html

  Naturally, the growth of the library is ongoing so be sure to check the section regularly!

Chris Ross, website coordinator.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED FOR SCANNING/PROOFREADING

  As we build up our E-book section on our website, we will be requiring people to help with the scanning of the chess books and also to proof read the final scanned copies for spelling mistakes etc.  The more volunteers we get, the more we can produce and hence, the more material in our library.  If you think you could help us in this project, can you please contact me (see details at the front of this Gazette).

Chris Ross, website coordinator.

ONLINE COACHING

  The ICT sub-committee are pleased to announce that online coaching should be initiated in the forthcoming year.  We have tested and trialled many programs, but are now reasonably satisfied that Skype, an audio conferencing package, is more than adequate to serve our purpose.  The building of the sub-site is now in progress and it is essential now to gather the required audience.  Therefore, an advertisement will go out on our Yahoo user group emailing list, but we would like to offer it to anybody in the B.C.A. membership who has access to a computer, the internet and some speakers (and not forgetting a microphone if you wish to be interactive!).  Tutorials for this section are being written as we write this, but the software is relatively easy. Simply go to:

http://www.skype.com

to download the free software.

  If you are interested in joining the online coaching sessions, please contact us on 

ict@braillechess.org.uk 

  Also, if you would like to run a coaching session, or have any specific ideas on what the coaching sessions should consist of, again, please do not hesitate to contact us on the address given.

ICT sub-committee

ONLINE BOOKING

  A future project for the website is the availability for our members to pay for tournaments, subscriptions and other B.C.A. materials on-line.  A lot of us do our banking online in any case and are accustomed to the routine.  However, we plan to link our website with banks to make the process easier.  Negotiations are still in progress with the banks to see how this is possible, but we would like to know of the banks you use in order for us to ensure we do not miss out your bank.

  We would be grateful if you could send us the name of the bank you use and any website address you know for it:

ict@braillechess.org.uk

ICT sub-committee

PERSONALIA

Birth Announcement

  Rob van Aurich and Kim van Aurich Hoogenraad are proud to announce the birth of their son, Hae-ung André Reinier (to be known as Harry) on the 19th of May 2005.

AN EARLY CHRISTMAS “CRACKER”?

  With Christmas just around the corner and “chestnuts roasting in an open fire”, I am reminded of the occasion when a group of chess players were noisily discussing their games after a tournament while standing outside the hotel manager’s office.  After an hour of this, the manager came out and told them to disperse.

  “Why?”, they asked.

  “Because I can’t stand chess nuts boasting in an open foyer!”


Editor.

“CASTLING” IN THE AIR?

  Every chess player knows that castling Queen-side is different from castling King-side; but one thing they have in common is that the word “castling” contains seven  seven-lettered anagrams: even a rookie could find these!

  Answers in next issue.


Editor.

ANSWERS TO “FIANCHETTO” FANTASIES

  In the August magazine readers were invited to find two eight-lettered anagrams in the word “Fianchetto”.  These are:
confetti and inchoate.


Editor.

