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EDITORIAL

  Once again we acknowledge the sponsorship of this magazine and two subsequent issues by The Leeds Hospital Fund Charitable Trust to whom we are most grateful; and we express sincere appreciation to all those who have given so generously for the continuation of our work and ambitions.

  Towards the end of his long-running Radio 4 series, Letter from America, Alistair Cook began increasingly to call upon memories and past material: your editor makes no apology for starting to do the same.  In the Gazette of November 2000, I wrote to lament the dearth of good quality Braille chessboards and pieces, and I urged all those who were about to compete in the Autumn Tournament to say a prayer of thanks if they owned such possessions.  How the situation has changed in four years!  Thanks to the indefatigable efforts of David Hodgkins and Stan Lovell, with the support of our Dutch friends, the BCA now has a good stock of boards and pieces – and more are likely to come out of the woodwork.  Now the search for the ideal audible or Braille chess clock continues, and only time will tell if this quest is brought to a satisfactory conclusion.

  With the Autumn Tournament only a few days away, there is still time to blow the dust off your board and practise a few openings.  Not so for our Olympiad team who have been long preparing themselves, and are presently doing battle in Spain.  They carry with them our best wishes for enjoyable games and every success!  So too to our team in the Four Nations Chess League: good luck to you all.

  The activities of “Junior BCA” feature prominently in this magazine – another example of how matters have altered in the past four years.  News of the recent Irish Open Tournament comes hot off the press; Hans Cohn invites us to enter an Aladdin’s cave of chess treasures, and there is another historical item which portrays an epic struggle between two chess luminaries.

  Please let me have your articles, views and thoughts for the next Gazette by 6th January 2005.

  Meanwhile, on behalf of your committee members I send you an early but sincere good wish for a merry Christmas and all that you hope for in the coming year.


Peter Price.

GAZETTE BY E-MAIL

  Would you like to receive the BCA Gazette by e-mail in future?  More than 30 members already get their Gazettes this way, and it is hoped that more will wish to join them.  E-mail Gazette subscribers have commented on how much easier it is to search for articles in an issue, and on how much storage space they are saving!

  Though there is no obligation to do so, many e-mail Gazette recipients have decided to cancel the Gazette that they received by post – which saves precious BCA funds.

  The e-mail Gazette is available in Microsoft Word or text format.  If you would like to receive the e-mail Gazette on a permanent basis, or as a one-off trial, please write to Julie and Ollie Leonard at: jooles@eadandoire.wanadoo.co.uk

MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS

2004 Winners Update:


July No. 32 Phyllis Hodgkins

August No. 62 Mary Marshall

September No. 8 Derek Spink

  If you know that your Millennium Club fee is due for renewal, please try and pay promptly to ease administration.  For those paying by cheque, please can you send the cheque to the Treasurer by the 1st of the month in which it is due to be renewed.  For example, if your last entry in the draw is August, it would be very helpful to receive your cheque by 1st September at the latest.  This should then avoid embarrassment (of the Treasurer) of potentially paying out a winner who has not renewed!

SUBSCRIPTION TIME!

  May I remind members who pay annually that their membership subscription was due on 1st October 2004.  Full membership fee is £7, free to visually-impaired UK residents under 21.  Remittances should be made payable to “Braille Chess Association” or “BCA” and sent to the Treasurer by the due date.

  Life membership subscription is £70.

WAYS TO PAY

  In the previous edition of the Gazette, we referred to “easy ways to pay”.  With hindsight this may not have been the perfect header.  This time around I have dropped the word “easy”.

  Primarily, you are able to make payments to the BCA by cheque, online banking or, telephone banking.  The latter two are electronic methods and from recent experience they are not always easy due to issues relating to computers, connections and of course familiarity of the procedures you need to carry out.  Nevertheless several members are using this method and appear to find it more convenient than having to raise a cheque.

  Online banking is an electronic payment method which is dependant on firstly, your own personal bank offering this service.  In addition you need a computer plus, an internet connection to allow electronic payments to be actioned.

  Telephone Banking is whereby you are able to contact your own personal bank by way of a telephone call to instruct your bank to make a payment to a specified account.  Once more your own bank must offer a telephone banking service.  You effectively instruct your bank to make a payment in the same way you would pay a credit card or utility bill however; you make these instructions over the telephone.

  If you prefer to continue to pay by cheque because you feel this is easier or more convenient then I urge you to continue to do so.  The intention is to ease the transaction if at all possible whilst recognizing that one person may find one method easy whilst another may not.
For the record, all payments should be to:-

Bank name – CAFCASH

Name of account – Braille Chess Association which is often abbreviated to BCA

Sort code – 40 52 40

Account number – 00082456

  In all cases a descriptive note should accompany the payment such as, AGM Tournament 2005 or Subs 2004/2005 etc.


Richard Kidals.

FINANCE AND FUNDRAISING SUBCOMMITTEE

  Following our update in the previous edition of the Gazette, we are still awaiting any Ideas or suggestions from Members on the subject of fundraising which the new subcommittee may be able to explore.

  Most companies and charitable trusts have strict guidelines on giving to charities and because they get numerous requests will be selective.  Consequently, we need any help we can to obtain access to fundraising opportunities.

  If you have any comments which you feel may help fundraising, please let either Norman Wragg or myself know.

  Fundraising may sometimes have the added benefit of promoting the BCA to a wider audience.  The BCA website allows any one in the world, potentially, to access this forum.  Therefore, if you have some news or updates which you feel may be informative and assist fundraising and promotion of the BCA please let us know so that we can try to capture the news on the website.


Richard Kidals.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

8th/10th April 2005.  Annual General Meeting and BCA AGM Congress.  Elmbank Hotel, York.

  The Annual General Meeting will take place at 2 p.m. Saturday 9th April.  Officers are elected annually and all may stand for re-election.  Items for inclusion on the agenda should reach the secretary by 31st December 2004.

  In addition to the AGM there will be a five round tournament with the Premier section open to all blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of BCA and a Minor section limited to blind and partially sighted players and associate members of BCA whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  All games will be played with a time limit of 90 minutes for each player.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation, including dinner, bed and breakfast, £27 per person per day sharing or £32 per person per day in a single room.  Closing date for entries 31 January 2005.  Organiser: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668 e-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk

13th/20th August 2005.  British Championship for blind and partially sighted UK residents.  Auckland Hotel, Morecambe.  Premier tournament played for the British title and a Minor event limited to those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  Each event played over seven rounds with one game each day.  Entry fee £10 accommodation including: dinner, bed and breakfast £200 if sharing or £230 in a single room for members and associate members.  The cost for others is £220 sharing and £250 single room.  Closing date for entries 31 May 2005.  Please note the earlier than usual closing date for entries is due to the fact that this is a seaside venue in the height of the season.  Organiser Stan Lovell as above.

  The Auckland Hotel is situated centrally over-looking Morecambe Bay and very close to the town centre shops and other amenities.  We believe this very friendly hotel will prove to be a good base for our event and particularly popular with those who like to combine their chess playing with a holiday.

  All events run by the BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at BCA events.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

  Those wishing to book extra nights will be asked to pay for the extra nights required direct to the hotel.  It will still be necessary to inform the organiser of your requirements.

  On-line and telephone payments.  Please note, those paying entry and accommodation fees direct into the BCA account either on-line or by telephone transfer are still required to inform the tournament organiser of their entry and booking requirements.

  Tournament Organiser: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668.  E-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk


Stan Lovell.

LAST CALL FOR HAAKSBERGEN 2005

  The annual IBIS chess tournament in Haaksbergen, the Netherlands, will take place from Friday 15th to Monday 19th April 2005 and all those wishing to go should contact myself the organiser either by telephoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN by no later than Saturday 18th December 2004 with their names and hopefully a sighted guide.

  Unfortunately, at present it is not possible to give a price for this trip, this is because the Stena Line price brochure for 2005 is not available until the end of December.  However, it is hoped that the price will be in line with that of 2004.

  Should you wish to make your own travel arrangements this is acceptable, but you still must notify the organiser of these details.

David Hodgkins.

BRITISH CHESS FEDERATION GRADES 2004/2005

  These are the official BCF grades used for seeding purposes in all tournaments.

  Allen R. 85, Andrews N. (Ass.) 99, Armstrong W. 142, Barbour T. 1, Benson P. 159, Brown C. 39, Brown R. 35, Brown S. 93, Burnell S. 153, Busbridge J. 25, Casey E. 98, Cash K. 11, Chambers C. 145, Chambers D. (Ass.) 128, Chan Y. 82, Claridge R. 46, Cloudsdale P. (Ass.) 129, Cohn H. 117, Collisson F. 30, Cumbers P. (Ass.) 186, Cuthbert J. 63, Davey A. 78, Doyle P. 146, Drewell M. 30, England C. 31, Fisher C. 135, Gallagher J. 128, Gibbs P. (Ass.) 166, Gordon P. 99, Hall S. 44, Harrington R. 15, Hartley D. (Ass.) 143, Hodges D. 7, Hodgkins D. 105, Hoogenraad K. 72, Irving A. 58, Jenkins J. 116, Kidals R. (Ass.) 66, Kirkham M. 66, Ledwith S. 77, Leonard J. (Ass.) 80, Lidstone J. 14, Lilley G. 171, Littlewood J. (Ass.) 200, Loftus S. 142, Lovell S. 108, McElroy E. 142, Meaney M. 84, Mordue T. (Ass.) 201, Murphy R. (Ass.) 95, Osborne J. 45, Paskell D. 49, Patching G. 50, Perham B. 83, Phillips G. 84, Plechaty G. 84, Price P. 81, Pritchard A. 45, Ross C. 178, Sharkey M. 101, Smith P. (Ass.) 75, Sobers O. 63, Thacker S. 108, Van Aurich R. (Ass.) 154, Walsh G. (Ass.) 110, Waters R. (Ass.) 92, Watkins S. 62, Whitehouse G. 77, Whittle L. 136, Williams R. 80, Wragg N. 125.

  Congratulations to Peter Price who raised his grade from 64 to 81, the greatest increase this time.


Stan Lovell.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

BCA Premier group.

McElroy - Whitehouse 1 - 0 Tchigorin 31.

Scores: Whittle 5-6, McElroy 4.5-5, Whitehouse 3.5-6, O’Brien 3.5-6, Cohn 3-6, Bryant 2.5-7, S. Brown 1.5-7, Spink 0.5-7.

Group A.

Innes - Hall 1 - 0

Hague - Hall 1 - 0 Sicilian 31.

Scores: Hague 5-5, Hodgkins 3-4, Couchman 2.5-5, Innes 2-5, Hall 1.5-4, Bishop 0-5.

League division 1.

Schaefer - McElroy 0 - 1 Ruy Lopez 20.

Scores: McElroy 1-1, Schaefer 0-1.

League division 2.

Hodgkins - Gallacher 1 - 0 Sicilian 26

Gallacher - Price 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 28

Price - Spink 0 - 1 King’s pawn 35

Price - Bryant 0 - 1 Irregular 25.

Scores: Hodgkins 2.5-3, Bryant 1.5-2, Spink 1-1, Gallacher 1-2, Price 0-4.

League division 4.

Graham - McTavish 0 - 1 19

Patching - Crombie 0 - 1 Dutch 40

Crombie - Graham 1 - 0 English 23

Scores: Crombie 2-2, Mctavish 1-1, patching 1-2, Graham 0-3.

Friendlies.

Sobers - Patching 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 12.

Scores: Patching 22, 22, Spink 20, Atherton 14, Mctavish 10, Sobers 10.

Second e-mail tournament.

Williams - Hilton 0 - 1 Alekhine 11.

Scores: Way 4-4, Hilton 2-3, Gallagher 1-2, Murphy 0-3, Williams 0-2.

Guy Whitehouse.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.


David Hodgkins.

B.C.A. UNDER 21 CHAMPIONSHIP 2004

Held at the RNIB New College Worcester

Saturday 18 September

  Unfortunately, due to short notice, other sporting events during the weekend, poor advertisement and the accumulation of other determining factors, only 3 participants took part in the junior tournament.  Due to the shortage of participants, it was decided to hold a two round-robin tournament with each player having white and then black against the others.

  The day was split into two halves. In the morning, a general coaching session was given by me and by our supporting arbiter and controller, Nigel Hoskin who aided me effectively and efficiently throughout the day. After a short lunch break, battle commenced with the 6 rounds, each with a time control of 15 minutes for all moves.

  In general, the quality of the chess was extremely high with some excellent resourceful qualities displayed by all participants. Some theoretical barriers were breeched and extensive and productive positional and tactical subtleties were discussed during the post-match analysis.

  The B.C.A.'s objective is to have this event better advertised, to have more participants in future years. It is a crucial part of the organisation and to allow it to slip would be a crime.

  My personal thanks go to Nigel Hoskin for aiding me in the controlling of the event and to David Spybey for organising the playing conditions, the equipment and the necessary accommodation arrangements.

Chris Ross

B.C.A. Youth Development Officer

Results:

Robin Williams 1-0 Alastair Irving

Alastair Irving 1-0 Richard Allen

Richard Allen 0-1 Robin Williams

Alastair Irving 0-1 Robin Williams

Richard Allen 0-1 Alastair Irving

Robin Williams 0-1 v Richard Allen

Totals:

Robin Williams 3 (B.C.A. Junior Champion)

Alastair Irving 2

Richard Allen 1

[Event "B.C.A. Junior Championship 2004"]

[Site "Worcester, ENG"]

[Date "2004.09.18"]

[Round "1.4"]

[White "Allen, Richard"]

[Black "Irving, Alastair"]

[Result "0-1"]

[ECO "B95"]

[Annotator "Fritz 8 (10s)"]

[PlyCount "66"]

[EventDate "2004.09.18"]

{B95: Sicilian Najdorf} 

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. d4 cxd4 5. Nxd4 a6 6. Bg5 e6 7. Bc4 b5 8. Bb3 Be7 9. Qf3 Bb7?

{An inaccuracy in move order.  This very old variation of the Najdorf has been analysed to death by the top players.  Black's text-move is attempting to exploit the white queen on the long diagonal, but by placing the bishop vis-à-vis the queen, he relinquishes the protection of the E6 square.  9... Qc7 10. 0-0-0 (10. e5? Bb7) Nbd7 11. Qg3 Nc5 12. Bd5 Rb8 13. Bc6+ Kf8 14. f4 h6 15. Bh4 b4 16. Na4 Ncxe4 17. Bxe4 Nxe4 18. Bxe7+ Qxe7 19. Qe1 Qb7 20. Nb6 Nc3 21. Nxc8 Nxd1 22. Nxd6 Qd5 23. Qe5 Qxe5 24. fxe5 Illescas Cordoba, M-Gelfand, B/Linares 1990/CBM 17/0-1 [34]}

10. 0-0-0

{White should charge in immediately and smash black's defences apart. 10. Bxe6! makes life extremely uncomfortable for black. 10... fxe6 11. Nxe6 Qb6 12. Nxg7+ Kf7 13. Nh5 and the king must move, white has three pawns for the piece, the attack and the better development.

A. 10. Bxe6 Qa5 11. Nb3 Qb6 12. Be3 Qd8 13. Bd5 Nxd5 14. Nxd5 0-0 15. Bb6 Qd7 16. Nd4 Bxd5 17. exd5 Qb7 18. Nf5 Bf6 19. Be3 Qc7 20. Nd4 1/2-1/2 Thies, D-Meyer, J/Werther 1999/CBM 69 ext [20]

B. 10. Bxe6 0-0 11. Bf5 b4 12. Nce2 Nbd7 13. Ng3 Re8 14. Bxd7 Qxd7 15. Qf5 g6 16. Qxd7 Nxd7 17. Bxe7 Rxe7 18. 0-0 Bxe4 19. a3 bxa3 20. Rxa3 Nc5 21. Re3 f5 22. Nge2 Rae8 23. f3 Bb7 24. Rxe7 Rxe7 25. Nf4 Kf7 26. Kf2 Kf6 27. h4 h6 28. b4 Helm,L-Mietzner,T/Oropesa del Mar 1998/EXT 2000/1/2-1/2 [32]

C. 10. Bxe6 0-0 11. Bf5 b4 12. Nce2 Nbd7 13. Ng3 d5 14. 0-0 Nxe4 15. Nxe4 dxe4 16. Qh3 g6 17. Bxe7 Qxe7 18. Bxd7 Rad8 19. Nc6 Qxd7 20. Nxd8 Qxd8 21. Rfd1 Qf6 22. Qd7 Ba8 23. Qd4 Qg5 24. Qe3 Qe5 Snarheim,D-Lehikoinen,P/Gausdal 1998/EXT 99/1-0 [37]

D. 10. 0-0 0-0 11. Bxe6 h6 12. Bf4 Qb6 13. Be3 Nc6 14. Nxc6 Qxc6 15. Bd5 Qc7 16. Qg3 Kh8 17. Bd4 Bxd5 18. Nxd5 Qb7 19. Nxf6 Bxf6 20. Bxf6 gxf6 21. Qxd6 Qxe4 22. Qxf6+ Kh7 23. Qc3 Rg8 24. f3 Qg6 Schneider, A-Horstmann, A/Wilhelmshaven 1998/EXT 2001/1-0 [39]}

10... b4 11. Ba4+ Nbd7 12. Nce2 Bxe4 13. Qg3?! Nh5 14. Qg4 Bxg5+ 15. f4 

{15. Kb1 Bg6 16. Nxe6! fxe6 17. Rxd6 was the alternative.}

15... Bxf4+?
{15... Nxf4 16. Nxf4 h5 is the way to continue.}

16. Nxf4 Nxf4 17. Qxf4 Bxg2?

{Too greedy. This opens up lines for white and since he is better developed, this is what he wants. 17... d5 is the move.}

18. Rhe1 e5? 19. Qg4! 0-0 20. Rg1?
{Weak. 20. Nf5! g6 21. Bxd7 Ra7 22. Rxd6 Bf3 23. Qxf3 Rxd7 winning easily.}

20... exd4

{20... Nc5 21. Rxg2 g6 keeps black in the game.}

21. Bxd7 g6 22. Rxg2 Kh8 

{Black can actually resign here, but both players were extremely short on time. This now became a fight for the clock and not over-the-board.}

23. Qxd4+ f6 24. Qxd6 Ra7 25. Rgd2 Rf7 26. Be6 Qxd6 27. Rxd6 Rf8 28. R1d5 Raa8 29. Rd4 f5 30. Bd5 f4 

{In the time scramble, black goes for the most practical try: the pushing of his pawns. This obviously gave white concern and thereby, he spent precious seconds trying to blockade it. White failed to see that the ganging up on the 7th rank would have led to a quick mate on the H7 square.)

31. Rc4 Rae8 32. Bf3 Re1+ 33. Rd1 Re3 34. 0-1

{After a very tense match, with lots of fascinating opening traps, white's flag fell.}

Chris Ross

JUNIOR SECTION

By

Robin Williams

  The third junior championship since the introduction of Junior BCA took place on the eighteenth of September at RNIB New College Worcester, and although there was a shortage in numbers due to late changes in date and venue, and due to several unfortunate clashes with other activities, we all felt that the day was a success. The morning consisted of a coaching session with Chris Ross and Nigel Hoskin, with a double all-play-all tournament in the afternoon, consisting of the three participants namely myself, Alastair Irving and Richard Allen. A time control of fifteen minutes for all moves was used. 

  I eventually won the tournament with a score of 3/4 , with Alastair a close second on two, and Richard unlucky to only finish on one, having lost three games in which he was by no means worse on time. 

  Two interesting games were played between myself and Alastair, the first of which, from round one, is given below. In round three Alastair played an interesting but unsound sacrifice to which I managed to find a correct defence. 

  Notes to this game by Chris Ross and myself.  

[Event "B.C.A. Junior Championship 2004"]

[Site "Worcester, ENG"]

[Date "2004.09.18"]

[Round "1"]

[White "Williams, Robin"]

[Black "Irving, Alastair"]

[Result "1-0"]

[ECO "E97"]

[Annotator "Chris Ross"]

[PlyCount "47"]

[EventDate "2004.09.18"]

{E97: King's Indian: Classical Main Line}

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. e4 d6 5. Nf3 0-0 6. Be2 e5 7. 0-0 Nc6 8. d5 Ne7 9. b4 Nd7

{9... a5 is to be preferred, disrupting white's advance c4-c5. 10. Ba3 axb4 11. Bxb4 Nd7 is the main line.}

10. Nd2 f5 11. f3 a6

{Unnecessary. This prevents the knight's possible entry into B5, but black should just continue on the K-side, since it is white who is playing through the queen's. Black should leave well alone there for any weaknesses created, or moves there, is just helping white with his plan.

A. 11... Bh6 12. Nb3 Bxc1 13. Rxc1 f4 14. c5 Nf6 15. Nb5 Ne8 16. Qc2 Bd7 17. Na5 a6 (17...b6 18. cxd6 cxd6 19. Nc6 Bxc6 20. dxc6 a6 21. Bc4+ d5 22. c7 Qd7 23. Bxd5+ Nxd5 24. c8=Q Rxc8 25. Qxc8 Qxc8 26. Rxc8 Ne3 27. Nc3 Nxf1 28. Kxf1 Nd6 29. Rc6 Rc8 30. Rxc8+ Nxc8 31. Nd5 Kf7 32. Ke2 Ostenstad, B-Elsness, F/NOR 1991/TD/1/2-1/2 [49]) 18. Nxb7 Qb8 19. c6 Bc8 20. Na3 Bxb7 21. cxb7 Qxb7 22. Qc3 g5 23. Nc4 Ng6 24. Na5 Qb6+ 25. Rf2 Nf6 26. a3 Portisch, L-Gligoric, S/Hastings 1969/MCL/1/2-1/2 [41]

B. 11... h5 12. c5 dxc5 13. bxc5 Nxc5 14. Ba3 b6 15. Bxc5 bxc5 16. Nc4 Bd7 17. Na4 fxe4 18. fxe4 Rxf1+ 19. Bxf1 Bxa4 20. Qxa4 Nc8 21. Qc6 Nd6 22. Bd3 Rb8 23. Qxc5 Nxc4 24. Bxc4 Qd6 25. Qxa7 1/2-1/2 Jelen, I-Djuric, S/Ljubljana 1981/MCD [25]

C. 11... f4 12. a4 g5 13. Ba3 Ng6 14. c5 Rf7 15. c6 Nf6 16. cxb7 Bxb7 17. Nc4 Bc8 18. Na5 h5 19. Nb5 a6 20. Na7 Bd7 21. N7c6 Qe8 22. b5 axb5 23. axb5 Bf8 24. Nc4 Rg7 25. Kh1 g4 26. b6 Kortschnoj, V-Udovcic, M/Zagreb 1970/MCD/1-0 [41]

D. 11... c5 12. dxc6 bxc6 13. Nb3 Nf6 14. Bg5 Be6 15. Qd2 Qc7 16. Rac1 Rad8 17. b5 c5 18. a4 f4 19. Rc2 h6 20. Bxf6 Rxf6 21. Nd5 Nxd5 22. cxd5 Bc8 23. Na5 Kh7 24. Nc6 Rg8 25. Qa5 Qxa5 26. Nxa5 Hernandez, R-Zapata, A/Bogota 1978/EXT 98/1-0 [39]}

12. Nb3 Nf6 13. Rb1 Bd7 14. exf5 gxf5 15. f4! e4 16. c5

{Slightly premature. The domination of the wonderful D4 outpost with 16. Be3 preparing c4-c5 soon is to be preferred.}

16... Ne8

{16... Bb5!? deserves consideration.}

17. Nd4 dxc5 18. bxc5 Bc8

{Bizarre as it looks, 18... b6 ought to be tried here. 19. c6 Bc8, with the beautiful outpost on d6 for the stranded knight on e8. Black will have to work to extract his queen-side pieces with a6-a5 and Ba6, but the blockaded position offers chances for him.}

19. Bc4 c6? 20. d6+ Kh8 21. dxe7 Qxd4+ 22. Qxd4

{22. Kh1! is more accurate. The point is that if 22... Qxd1 23. Exf8=Q+ wins a whole rook. This is important, since with the bishop on g7, Rf6 avoiding the pawn isn't possible due to the black queen on d4 hanging. Rf7/Rg8 loses the exchange and the rook has no flight squares.}

22... Bxd4+ 23. Kh1 Rf7??

{A sad blunder in major time pressure. 23... Rf6 still holds. 24. Bb2 seems best, but 23... Be6! appears to be grovelling effectively for black.}

24. Bxf7 1-0

REPORT OF IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT 2004

  This year's Braille Chess Association of Ireland Open Tournament took place from 1st to 4th October.  The venue again this time was the Castletroy Park Hotel, about three miles from Limerick city.  Two years ago the Castletroy proved to be an excellent location and again we had every reason to be satisfied.  The accommodation and food were of a very high standard and the chess room was spacious and very comfortable.

  The number of entries was slightly down on last time.  Our plan to run the tournament in two sections had to be changed at the last minute.  The 18 participants competed in a single section, playing six rounds according to the "Swiss" System.  The 12 Irish players were joined by five participants from England and one from the Netherlands.  Colin Chambers and Les Whittle, two of the British team which will do battle at the IBCA Olympiad in Spain next month, were joined by Steve Thacker, George Plechaty and Mike Murphy.  The Dutch representative was Gerard Den Otter.  All five members of the Irish Olympiad team took part.

  In round 1 there were no surprises with all the higher graded players defeating their lower graded opponents.  Round 2 saw top seed, Colin Chambers, drawing with Les Whittle.  Their compatriot, Steve Thacker was joined on 2 points by Ireland's top three for the Olympiad, Philip Doyle, Michael Delaney and Ernie McElroy.

  Following round 3 Doyle was in the lead on 3 points with McElroy, Delaney and Whittle on 2.5.

  In round 4 there were decisive results on the top two boards: Doyle beat McElroy and Delaney lost to Whittle.  This put Les in outright second place on 3.5 with Colin in third on 3 points.

  In the fifth round Doyle drew with Whittle.  This meant that going into the last round Philip was half a point ahead of Les with three players tying for third place on 3.5.  Doyle drew with Chambers to take first place on 5 points.  Whittle drew with McElroy to finish half a point behind.  Les was joined in equal second place by Sean Loftus, who won on time against Joe McAloon following a tense struggle.

  Final scores:

1st Doyle 5.

2-3 Whittle, Loftus 4.5.

4-6 Chambers, McElroy, Delaney 4.

7-8 Casey, Den Otter 3.5.

9-10 Crowley, Thacker 3.

11-14 McAloon, Carroll, Plechaty, Meaney 2.5.

15 Hall 2.

16-17 Murphy, Murray 1.5.

18 Bellew 0.

  Eamonn Casey and Gerard Den Otter shared the first grading prize.  The second grading prize was shared between George Plechaty and Michael Meaney.  John Carroll won the third grading prize and also took the Junior Cup on tie-break.  In the absence of a junior section this was awarded to the highest scoring player in grading groups 2 and 3.

  The tournament was controlled with his usual quiet efficiency by Tim Conlon.  Also present for much of the time to lend a hand was local man, Gerry Graham.  Gerry is a highly experienced tournament controller and is often in charge at our big international events.

  For those not playing chess a coach trip was organized on the Saturday.  All who went were very satisfied with their day's outing.  Once again we are indebted to Barry O'Brien for his efforts in this regard.  Barry was also very active in the arrangements leading up to the weekend and he and his wife, Mary, were on hand to give invaluable help.  Two others whose involvement was vital to the success of the tournament were Michael Meaney and his Wife, Eileen. Through Michael's efforts we had some excellent entertainment following dinner on the Saturday evening.  First we had a speaker, Hillary Redden, who drew lots of laughter with his highly individual brand of humour.  Then came musician, Dennis Allen.  As he had done two years ago, Dennis sang and played his guitar until well after midnight.  He also sought contributions from the audience and several did, indeed, step up to the microphone.  On the Sunday evening there was the usual informal sing-along in the bar.

  Following the presentation of prizes on the Monday afternoon it was time to say our goodbyes and head for railway station or airport.  We look forward to our next open tournament which is planned for Cork in 2006.  Please put a mark in your calendars for October of that year.


Sean Loftus.

A MEMORABLE MEETING OF MINDS

  Commentary for this article is supplied by M. B. Fox, joint author of The Complete Chess Addict, with extracts from Fred Reinfeld’s book, Immortal Games of Capablanca, and from Harry Golombek’s book, Capablanca’s 100 Best Games of Chess.

  This is an account of one of the most sensational chess games of all times.  It is between the great American champion Frank Marshall and the Cuban genius Jose Capablanca – who some consider the greatest chess player who ever lived.

  Capablanca learned his chess at the age of four years, quickly rose to be a young star and eventually won the world championship.  Marshall was a very popular and very fine chess player, and was distinguished by enjoying a very long playing career – from 1909 – 1940.  The game which follows is one of the most famous games that he ever played.

  By way of background to the game, Capablanca was the up-and-coming star, Marshall by then was acknowledged to be the best chess player in America after the death of Pillsbury, and renowned for his tremendous tactical genius.

  In 1909 the great Marshall and the young upstart from Cuba played a match which everybody expected Marshall to win easily.  In fact, the young Cuban destroyed him, and it was a crushing defeat for Marshall.  Marshall, as always, took defeat generously but was determined to do better next time.  One day he discovered a fabulous defence to the Ruy Lopez, and he thought he would not reveal this until he met Capablanca again to seek his revenge.

  So he waited and waited until he had a good opportunity of playing this marvellous new defence: it is still played and is called the Marshall Attack.  His chance did not come until 1918 when they met in the great New York tournament of that year.

  So here we have Capablanca, knowing nothing about this fearsome trap, up against Marshall and all his long years of patient study.

Jose Capablanca v. Frank Marshall

New York, 1918

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Ba4 Nf6 5. 0-0 Be7 6. Re1 b5 7. Bb3 0-0.

  In those days, most players played 7. …d6, so Capablanca must have thought something unusual was about to happen.

8. c3 d5.

  A previously unknown move in this position.  Capablanca at once realised that acceptance of the pawn sacrifice would lead to a tremendous onslaught, but to decline the offer would be a pusillanimous course unworthy of the players and of the occasion.  Capablanca, a real sportsman, was interested to find out what this was all about!

9. exd Nxd5 10. Nxe5 Nxe5 11. Rxe5 Nf6 12. Re1 Bd6.

Heralding the Marshall Attack.

13. h3 Ng4

To capture the Knight could be fatal, with just one threat being: 14. hxg4 Qh4 15. g3 Bxg3 16. fxg Qxg3+ 17. Kf1

14. Qf3 Qh4
  To find that the only way for White to save it is by calmly ignoring this demonstration on the King’s side so that he can continue with his Queen-side development.

15. d4

  Of course, had White played 15. Qxa8 Black would have finished off the game with 15. …Qxf2+

15. …Nxf2

  White appears to be lost now, but Capablanca finds the only saving move.

16. Re2 Bg4 17. hxg4 Bh2+ 18. Kf1 Bg3

  White is defending himself with magnificent coolness.

19. Rxf2 Qh1+ 20. Ke2 Bxf2 21. Bd2 Bh4 22. Qh3 Rae8+ 23. Kd3 Qf1+ 24. Kc2

  The attack still looks dangerous but White has survived the worst.

24. …Bf2 25. Qf3 Qg1 26. Bd5 c5 27. dxc5 Bxc5 28. b4 Bd6 29. a4 a5 30. axb axb 31. Ra6 bxc 32. Nxc3 Bb4

  Black’s game collapses with kaleidoscopic rapidity.

33. b6 Bxc3 34. Bxc3 h6 35. b7 Re3

  Here White announced mate in five.

36. Bxf7+ Rxf7 37. b8=Q+ Kh7 38. Rxh6+ Kxh6 39. Qb8-h8+ K anywhere 40. Qh5 mate

A FABULOUS CHANCE TO KEEP UP TO DATE

BY HANS COHN

  Informator is the largest periodical compendium of chess games.  It comes out twice a year.  The games are expertly annotated, usually by the winner.  To make the publication as widely accessible as possible, the text of the annotations, i.e. everything apart from the moves, is replaced by symbols, 56 of them, so there is no need to learn a foreign language.

  Croatia publishes a selection of the games (there are 8 – 900 in each issue) in Braille six times a year.  The Braille symbols to represent the print ones are separated from the moves to which they belong by dot 6, and the annotations are separated from the score in the same way as in the Braille Chess Magazine.  All you will need apart from the magazines (which I will supply) is a translation of what they represent taking up two pages.  If there is a demand I will supply the translation which can be duplicated according to need.  I have all the issues going back to 1993, so there should be enough for everyone.

  Don’t miss this opportunity of supplementing your understanding of chess, and, perhaps, surprising your opponent with the latest twist in opening theory!

  If you are interested, let me know and please enclose an Articles for the Blind label with your address, and send to:

Hans Cohn, 128 Walm Lane, London NW2 4RT

CHESS NOTES

  Alastair Irving, one of our up-and-coming Junior members, tied for third place, and received a share of the prize money, in the under 70’s grade section of the 18th Leamington rapid-play congress: scoring a creditable 4.5-6 in this grand prix congress.  This also gave him points in the disabled assessment.

  Dean Hartley scored the highest number of points in the disabled grand prix assessment for the year.


Editor.

PERSONALIA

  Hearty congratulations to Peter and Celia Gibbs who celebrate their ruby wedding anniversary this month.  We wish them good health, happiness and long life together.


Editor.

LETTER FROM JOAN SHORROCK

  In the August edition of “The Gazette” I noticed a comment in the editorial that there has never been an article from a lady.  Can I put that right.  I am quite a new associate member, so wonder whether I am qualified to contribute.  Anyway – here goes:

  I was expecting to take a quiet holiday with my Mother in Morecambe a few years ago.  On booking, I was told that as well as my Mum and I there would be a party of blind chess players.  My heart sank, what a boring holiday this would be.  It was anything but!  We were invited to join in the trips and social activities. The pace was a little fast for Mum.  She is now 91 and her idea of evening entertainment was going to bed and reading or watching TV with a mug of Horlicks.  Needless to say, I spent the evenings in the bar with the BCA.  Trying not to wake Mum, I tip-toed into the bedroom around midnight.  It didn’t work, she looked up and wanted to know what I had been doing till that time of night!  Mum still talks about the two occasions she met the BCA.  She thinks they are wonderful.  We still go to St. Winifred’s in Morecambe but it is not quite the same.  I became an associate member and have been on other holidays and tournaments as a helper and guide.  Thank you for accepting me.

  By the way, for those at Windermere in February, sorry this is not in verse!


Joan Shorrock, Whitby.

ANSWERS TO “WOODPUSHER” WANGLE

  In the August Gazette, readers were invited to find three anagrams each comprising seven letters in the word “woodpusher”.

  
The answers are: powders, swooped, whooped.



Editor.

“ADJOURNED” BY SEVEN

  Before you begin to mull over the position in your adjourned game, see if you can find six anagrams each comprising seven letters in the word “adjourned”.

  Answers in next issue.



Editor.

