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EDITORIAL TC "EDITORIAL" \f C \l "1" 
  Once again we acknowledge with grateful thanks the sponsorship of this magazine, as shown on the front cover, and to all those who have given so generously for the continuation of our work and ambitions.

  What is it that makes one chess brain better than another?  Perhaps one of the top players in the BCA would be willing to write an article to answer this question.  At the recent British Championship tournament a seasoned campaigner in our association pointed out to me that all the moves which we had been playing had also been made by international grandmasters at some time or other, but that it is the order in which these moves are made that separates the men from the boys.  So what is it that distinguishes world champions from you know who?  Do the origins lie in the genes, the chemistry or the amount of application to the game?  Or simply the player’s attitude? – After all, Wilhem Steinitz remarked that chess is not for timid souls.  So there is the question: answers in no more than 50 simple words, please.

  May I urge all of you to study the article “An Easy Way to Pay”.  This gives news of another BCA breakthrough, coming hard on the heels of the setting up of our website.  The new system described could make life much easier for members and our honorary treasurer alike.

  In this issue you will want to read about the three high-profile tournaments in which our junior members acquitted themselves well.  A special word of praise is due to Yan Kit Chan who, in the world under 20 individual championship, came half a point behind the five prize winners: have we a BCA champion in the making?  There are also calls for a person to continue managing the cassette library, and for Braille proofreaders; and there is a profile of a member who again had it tough in earlier years, yet his smile and humour are infectious.

  An article “a sport for a sportsman” printed in August’s Gazette has created quite a sand storm, or even a haboob, - a word which some of us learned from Sheila’s quiz at Weston Super Mare.  The responses which appear in these pages throw up several grains of truth.  However, I hope by now the storm will have blown itself out, and the matter will be “like snow upon the desert’s dusty face, lighting a little hour or two, is gone.” - to borrow a quotation from The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam.

  Please let me have your contributions for the February magazine by January 4th 2004.

  Meanwhile, on behalf of your committee members I send you an early but sincere good wish for a merry Christmas and all that you hope for in the coming year.

Peter Price.

MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS TC "MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS" \f C \l "1" 
  July: Stephen Thacker, No. 26.

  August: S. Kinealy, No. 34.

  September: G. Long, No. 13.

SUBSCRIPTION TIME!

  Please read this notice and the article “An Easy Way to Pay” which follows immediately after.

  May I remind members who pay annually that the subscription was due on 1st October 2003.  Full membership fee is £7, free to visually-impaired UK residents under 21.  Remittances should be made payable to “Braille Chess Association” or “BCA” and sent to me as soon as possible.

  Life membership subscription is £70.


Richard Kidals, Honorary Treasurer.

AN EASY WAY TO PAY

  Following requests from some of our members that we set up facilities for online banking via our website, our treasurer has come up with a system for direct payment into the BCA account with the following two advantages: 1, it can also be used by those who are not computer literate via telephone banking; 2, it will not cost BCA the several hundred pounds that the setting up of such a system via our website would have cost.

  For those who already use internet banking all you will need to do is send your payment to the BCA account just as you would make your payment to any other account.  It will be necessary, however, to include your name and the appropriate code as our treasurer will need to know from whom the payment has come and for what it is intended.

  For those using telephone banking you will need to set up the link by giving your bank the BCA account details then as long as you use this link at least once every 12 months it will remain active.  If you do not use it for a period of 12 months you will need to set it up again.

  Here are details of the BCA account into which payments should be made:

Bank name - CAFCASH

Name of account - Braille Chess Association

Sort code - 40 52 40

Account no. - 00082456

  When making payments quote your name followed by the code.  Our treasurer will give appropriate codes for each event.  Here are the codes for your subscriptions and for the AGM tournament and the Minor tournament.

  For subscriptions - name subs0304 e.g. Lovell subs0304

  For the AGM event. – name agm04 e.g. Lovell agm04

  For the Minor event in May – name min04 e.g. Lovell min04

  Please note.  Other details such as room requirements etc. may not be given with the transfer, these must be notified to the organiser.

  We believe that there is scope for this system to be developed to include payment for sale of goods etc. but for the present we will see how it goes before we become too ambitious.


Stan Lovell.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS TC "FORTHCOMING EVENTS" \f C \l "1" 
  All events run by the BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at BCA events.

19th/21st March 2004.  B.C.A. A.G.M. Tournament including the Annual General Meeting Saturday 20th March at 2 p.m. to be held at the Midland Hotel, Derby.  The Premier event is open to all visually handicapped players and to associate members of BCA and the Minor event is for visually handicapped players and for associate members of BCA whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.

    Entry fee £10.  Accommodation to include dinner, bed and breakfast: £34 per person per night sharing and £37.50 single room.  This price is for members and associate members for the Friday and Saturday nights.  For those staying extra nights and for non members the price is £41 sharing and £44.50 single room.  Closing date for entries 20th January 2004.  Organiser Stan Lovell, details on front of this Gazette.

  Annual General Meeting.  Please note.  Items for inclusion on the agenda for the Annual General Meeting should reach the secretary, Stan Lovell, by 31st December.  If you wish to nominate any person for any office you should first obtain their consent.

  8th/15th May 2004.  Minor Tournament and Coaching Week.  Red Lea Hotel, Prince of Wales Terrace, Scarborough.  Entry fee £10.  Seven nights accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast to members and associate members of BCA £210.  Cost to others is £250.  The seven round tournament will be limited to visually handicapped players whose grade or estimated grade is 130 or below.  Coaching sessions will be available throughout the week with groups divided within grading bands.  There will also be a social programme including one or two trips and evening entertainment.

  The Red Lea is a good standard hotel providing good food and a good standard of accommodation.  It also offers a small indoor heated swimming pool, gym and sauna for guests.  It is on level ground in easy walking distance from the south shore and the spa complex is a slightly longer walk to the town with its many shops and the famous Joseph Rowntree theatre.  There is a park area immediately opposite suitable for the running of guide dogs.  Proprietors Val and Bruce Lee will give us a warm welcome and we strongly recommend this event for those who wish to combine a holiday with their chess.

  Organisers Stan and Jan Lovell.  Closing date for entries and booking 29th February but we recommend early booking particularly for those who seek a single room.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

  B.C.A. reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Stan Lovell.

2004 IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT TC "2004 IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT" \f C \l "1" 
  This event will take place from 1st to 4th October at the Castletroy Park Hotel, Limerick.  Further details in next issue.

ADVICE ON INSURANCE AND HEALTH CARE TC "ADVICE ON INSURANCE AND HEALTH CARE" \f C \l "1" 
  In most events we have run in recent years one or more individuals have had to pull out at the last minute or have been taken ill during the event.  We advise members seriously to consider taking out holiday insurance particularly for those events lasting a week and costing £200 or more.  It has also been suggested that it would be wise for those attending our events and, particularly for those on medication or who have a medical condition, to bring along some details which could include: details of the medication they are on and of the medical condition, name, address and telephone number of their general practitioner, plus contact details of a relative or friend in case of an emergency.  Such information could be brought in a sealed envelope and only opened if the need arose.  Please note this is a suggestion not a requirement: but such precautions will make matters much easier for those others who care about you!


Stan Lovell.

NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY TC "NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY" \f C \l "1" 
  At its meeting on 13th September 2003, the committee was slightly under strength with our chairman, Jim Lidstone, plus Shirley Watkins and Yan Kit Chan unable to attend.  Peter Price chaired the meeting for us.

  Our treasurer pointed out that he would be reporting on a steep increase in expenditure in his statement of accounts to the AGM.  Our expenditure during the year 2002/3 showed an increase over our expenditure for the previous year of 50% whilst our income only showed a very small increase.  Much of this was due to the year just ended including three high cost events, the British Championship, the European Championship and the World Junior Championship plus significant spending on the development of our website and increased subsidies to members attending our events.  Nevertheless, the caution from our treasurer is a caution we must take seriously.  We have recently speculated with a substantial payment to join a preferential list of charities receiving advanced notice of new charitable trusts and we hope that this might assist our fundraiser to provide the necessary support for our ever more ambitious programme.

  A new venture will be our team in the 4NCL (4 Nations Chess League).  The following ten members and associate members have been registered: Tyson Mordue, Chris Ross, Colin Chambers, Steve Burnell, Bill Armstrong, Hans Cohn, Norman Wragg, David Hodgkins, Steve Thacker and Stan Lovell.  If there is any other member or associate member with a grade of around 100 or more who would like to be included in the squad please let us know.  There will be two games of six to seven hours duration over six weekends.  Most of these will be in West Bromwich.  Our team captain and manager will be Chris Ross.

  The new manager of our team in the BCCL will be Guy Whitehouse.  Any member or associate member wishing to be considered for inclusion in our team should contact him immediately.

  We need your help!  Please study the two advertisements which follow this article very carefully.

Stan Lovell.

ADVERTISEMENT: CASSETTE LIBRARIAN REQUIRED TC "ADVERTISEMENT: CASSETTE LIBRARIAN REQUIRED" \f C \l "1" 
  Shirley Watkins, our cassette librarian, is keen to hang up her microphone.  We would like to hear from any member or associate member who feels that he or she has both the time and the space required to carry on this valued service to members.  The job entails storing the cassettes in the library plus a good supply of blank cassettes and finding sufficient desk top space to house the tape deck and tape fast copiers.  In other words the overall space required is around the size of the box room which many of us turn into our office.  Garages and sheds are not suitable as tapes and tape machines need to be kept in dry temperate conditions.  The commitment is to be able to respond to requests from members for single cassettes or books from the library.  The original copies are never sent out.  Copies from the original are made and sent to those members who request them.  The librarian also has to be capable of keeping the tapes in good order and keeping the equipment in good order by regular cleaning etc.  For more information contact Shirley whose telephone number appears at the front of this Gazette.

ADVERTISEMENT: PROOFREADING OF BRAILLE CHESS BOOKS TC "ADVERTISEMENT: PROOFREADING OF BRAILLE CHESS BOOKS" \f C \l "1" 
  We have recently set up an arrangement with H.M.P. Franklands in Durham for the transcription of chess books into Braille.  We now seek volunteers capable of proofreading these books.  This task could probably best be carried out by a Braille reader and a print reader working in tandem with one reading the print while the other checked the Braille.  If any member or associate member feels able to help please contact Stan Lovell.

BRITISH CHESS FEDERATION GRADES 2003 TC "BRITISH CHESS FEDERATION GRADES 2003" \f C \l "1" 
  The new grading list was published in July 2003.  These are the official grades which will be used for seeding purposes in all BCA events.  “Ass.” represents associate member, “R#.” represents rapid-play grade and “(J.)” represents junior member.

  Allen (J.) 67, Andrews Ass. 115 R95, Armstrong 140 R138, Barbour 8, Benson 160, C. Brown 50, R. Brown 37, S. Brown 93, Burnell 155 R123, Busbridge 34, Casey 98, Cash 11, C. Chambers 157 R154, D. Chambers Ass. 120, Chan (J.) 94, Cloudsdale Ass. 130 R117, Cohn 124, Collisson 30, Cumbers Ass. 186, Cuthbert 68, A. Davey 77, Doyle 149, Drewell 30, C. Fisher 138 R98, V. Gailans 84, Gallacher 84, Gallagher 125, P. Gibbs Ass. 164, Gordon 91, S. Hall 45, Harrington 17, Hartley Ass. 137 R144, Hodges 24, Hodgkins 112 R120, Irving (J.) 64, Jenkins 120, Kirkham 84, Leonard 79, Lidstone 21, Lilley 171 R160, Littlewood Ass. 205, Loftus 131, Lovell 116 R130, McElroy 125, Mordue Ass. 204, R. Murphy Ass. 97 R79, Osborne 39, Patching 39, Perham 90, Phillips 81, Plechaty 76, Price 64, Ross 177 R174, Smith Ass. 74 R75, Sobers 74, Spink 50, Thacker 104 R120, Van Aurich Ass. 155, Walsh Ass. 116, Waters Ass. 89 R65, Watkins 49, Whitehouse 78, Whittle 142, R. Williams (J.) 70, Wragg 119.

  Congratulations to John Littlewood who increased his grade more than any other member or associate member during the year.


Stan Lovell.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT TC "TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" 
37th Championship.

Premier group.

S. Brown - Spink 1 - 0 Sicilian 16

Whittle - Spink 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 26

Whittle - O’Brien 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 27

Whitehouse - S. Brown 0.5 – 0.5 Sicilian 25.

Scores: O’Brien 2 - 3, S. Brown 1.5 - 2, Whitehouse 2 - 3, Bryant 0.5 - 1, Cohn 0 - 1, Spink 0 - 5.

Group A.

Innes - Couchman 0 - 1 King’s pawn 23

Bishop - Hodgkins 0 - 1 Queen’s pawn 33

Couchman - Bishop 1 - 0 14

Bishop - Hall 0 - 1 9

Bishop - Innes 0 - 1 17

Innes - Hodgkins 0 - 1 King’s Indian 35.

Scores: Hague 2 - 2, Couchman 2 - 3, Hodgkins 2 - 2, Hall 1 - 1, Innes 1 - 3, Bishop 0 - 5.

Group C.

Townshend - Potter 1 - 0 18.

BCA league.

Division 1.

Mcelroy - O’Brien 0 - 1 Philidor 38.

Scores: Way 2 - 2, McElroy 1 - 2, Gibbs 1 - 3, O’Brien 1 - 3.

Division 2.

Rathbun - Schaefer 0 - 1 Sicilian 40

Spink - Rathbun 0 - 1 Queen’s pawn 21

S. Brown - Rathbun 1 - 0 King’s gambit 29.

Scores: Schaefer 3.5 - 4, S. Brown 3 - 4, Hague 1.5 - 3, Rathbun 1 - 3, Spink 0 - 4.  Congratulations to Gerd Schaefer on winning this division.

Division 3.

Bryant - Rees 1 - 0 Ruy Lopez 42.

Final Scores: Hodgkins 4.5 - 5, Bishop 3 - 5, Gallagher 3.5 - 5, Bryant 2 - 5, Price 2 - 5, Rees 1 - 5.  Congratulations to David Hodgkins on winning this division.

Division 4.

Mactavish - Patching 0 - 1 King’s gambit declined 38

Mactavish - Davey 1 - 0 King’s gambit declined 39.

Scores: Patching 4.5 - 5, Winkworth 2.5 - 5, Davey 1.5 - 3, Mactavish 1.5 - 4, Townshend 1.5 - 4, Couchman 0.5 - 2.  Congratulations to Geoff Patching on winning this division.

Division 5.

Graham - Cuthbert 1 - 0 irregular 14

Cuthbert - Potter 1 - 0 20

Potter - Hodges 0 - 1 36.

Scores: Graham 2 - 2, Cuthbert 1 - 1, Hodges 1 - 1, Potter 0 - 3.

Friendlies.

Spink - Atherton 0 - 1 Queen’s pawn 32

Atherton - Graham 1 - 0 King’s pawn 13

Couchman - Patching 0 - 1 25 King’s pawn 25

Patching - Hodgkins 0.5 - 0.5 Queen’s pawn

Patching - Bishop 1 - 0 Queen’s gambit declined 24.

Scores: Patching 20, Spink 20, Hodgkins 18.

Email tournament.

Group B.

Williams - Rathbun 0 - 1 Giuoco Piano 27

Wall - Thacker 1 - 0 French 30

Thacker - Rathbun 0.5 – 0.5 Sicilian 40.

Final Scores: Van Aurich 3.5 - 4, Wall 3 - 4, Thacker 3 - 4, Rathbun 2 - 4, Williams 0 - 4.

Note: Bob Rathbun, John Way and Dorothy Hodges have informed me they are withdrawing at the end of this competition.  Frank Atherton has told me he is re-entering the league.  If there is anyone else who intends to withdraw or enter the next league competition, can they let me know at the latest by Friday 15th November.

 
Guy Whitehouse.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT TC "MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" 
  Please note in change of addresses Chris Ross’s address already appears correctly in the new Braille and large/normal print membership list.  However, it is incorrect in the tape version due to the fact that I did not receive this information until after this had been recorded.

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.


David Hodgkins.
DECEASED MEMBER: TC "DECEASED MEMBER:" \f C \l "1" 
Field, P. B.(large print member).


David Hodgkins.

BCA JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 2003 TC "BCA JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 2003" \f C \l "1" 
  As last year, the BCA Junior Championship took place in July at RNIB New College Worcester.  Seven juniors took part, all students at the College.  Until a day or two before the tournament it was expected that a player would participate who was not a student at the College.  It was also possible that there would be a few more entrants from the College.  Hence this year it was organised as a Swiss System.  Next year if numbers are known in time, it can be considered whether an All-Play-All or a Swiss Tournament is appropriate.

  I looked after the tournament with help from my wife, Celia.  Mr. David Spybey, the master in charge of chess at the College, was a great help.  I am pleased to say that Jonathan Whapples, the only competitor not a BCA member has now joined.

  We had a visit from BBC Television Midlands Today and it was shown on the Breakfast Programme on Thursday morning.  A photographer from the Worcester Evening News also came to take pictures for publication.

  One player had a bye in each round, but Clement Gass, a student from France, played him.  Clement did well winning two of his five games against Adam Pritchard and Alastair Irving.

  The winner of the BCA Junior Championship was Richard Allen with 4.5 points from 5 games, followed by Michael Sharkey on 4 points, Alastair Irving 3.5, Richard Claridge and Robin Williams 2.5 points each.  Adam Pritchard and Jonathan Whapples scored 1.5 each.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable and successful event.  Here is one of the games.

2003 BCA Junior Championship

WHITE: ROBIN WILLIAMS

BLACK: MICHAEL SHARKEY

English Opening

l. c4 e5

2. Nc3 
Nc6

3. g3
 Nf6

4. Bg2 
Bb4

5. e3

  There is nothing wrong with this but 5. Nd5 is considered strong.

5. … 0-0

6. Nge2 d6

7. 0-0 Be6

8. d3 Bxc3

  Black need not exchange his B. 8. ... d5 comes to mind.

9. Nxc3 d5

l0. c5 Qd7

1l. Re1 d4

12. Ne4 Nxe4

l3. Bxe4 Bd5

l4. Bxd5 Qxd5

l5. e4 Qe6

  I expected Qxc5.

16.Qb3

  A mistake rendering White’s d3 pawn vulnerable and allowing his opponent to open the f-file.  How about 16. f4?

16. ... Qxb3

17. axb3 f5

18. f4 a6

19. fxe5 Nxe5

20. Rd1 c6

21. Kg2 h6

22. Bf4 Rae8

23. h3 g5

24. Bxe5 Rxe5

25. b4 Kg7

26. Rd2 fxe4

27. Rf1 Rxf1

28. Kxf1 e3

29. Re2 Kf6

30. Kg2 Rf5

31. g4 Rf4

32. Kg3 Kg6

33. h4 Rf1

34. hxg5 Kxg5

35. Kg2 Rd1

  And Black soon won.


Peter Gibbs.

BCA BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP 2003 TC "BCA BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP 2003" \f C \l "1" 
  As memories of our glorious summer fade, I will long remember that week in August when glass by glass Norman Andrews dispensed gallons of water to the parched contestants.  And I’ll not forget the excellent food at Dauncey’s Hotel, or the friendly conversations over relaxing drinks and ice-creams when the chess struggles were put on hold.  At Marston, two years ago, the restricting location was a real minus.  At Weston-Super-Mare, location was a huge plus.  We had direct access to a long sea front promenade and Hazel Burnell led the more adventurous walkers on pleasant woodland sorties.  Jan Lovell arranged several outings, including a steam-train ride, a local theatre evening, and a cathedral guided tour.  Within the hotel, we had a quiz organised by Sheila Milsom, a rapid play tournament, some guest speakers describing their book of local interest, and a bring and buy fund-raiser.  It was a little sad to see some haggling over bargain prices but most members were not in Scrooge mode, and, together with the raffle, Sheila’s efforts - assisted by several willing others - raised a total of £289.

  Were there any defects?  Perhaps the hotel with its numerous fire-doors was a little more of a maze than last time.  The lack of bedroom telephones made Jim Lidstone who felt unwell decide to curtail his stay.  (Happily he has recovered well.)  But on balance this was a very enjoyable event for most of us.  Apart from the inevitable missed opportunities on the chess boards.

  In the rapid play friendly, Chris Ross won a play off against Steve Burnell.  In the

Minor tournament , the final result hung on the Friday game involving Alan Davey

and Shirley Watkins.  The outcome was a remarkable spread of results - Davey 6;

Watkins 5 (ladies champion); Patching 4; C. Brown 3; B Brown 2; Harrington 1 and

(despite several tight struggles) Hodges 0.

  The championship Swiss event was a question of who could beat Chris Ross.  When the most likely candidate, Steve Burnell, drew with Chris in round 3, it became a question of which of these two (both on two and a half points) could keep on winning.  Steve drew three of his next four games and Chris equalled the championship best score with four more wins.  Final scores - in order of placing - Ross 6.5; Burnell 5; Wragg 5; Thacker 4; Chambers 4; Gordon (grading prize) 4; Gallagher 3.5; Armstrong 3.5; Hodgkins 3.5; Phillips 3.5; Price 3.5; Perham 3; Williams 2; Irving 1.  Concerns outside the congress led Guy Whitehouse to withdraw in mid-week.

  Steve Thacker finishing several places above his grade ranking won the prize for special achievement.  The two younger players, Williams and Irving, shared a special prize (awarded by Tyson Mordue) for the most interesting game.  It was played with announcements in German notation as a practice for the European junior tournament.  Readers will be glad to know that Tyson Mordue recorded 29 of the championship games and can supply these.  No report could be complete without thanks to our veteran organiser Stan Lovell and to the many associate members who helped things run smoothly, especially our controllers, Julie Leonard and Gerry Walsh.

3RD EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP TC "3RD EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP" \f C \l "1"  FOR BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED CHESS PLAYERS

MONDARIZ-BALNEARIO, GALICIA, SPAIN

28TH AUGUST – 6TH SEPTEMBER 2003

  Steve Burnell, Colin Chambers and I arrived at Vigo airport in Galicia and waited anxiously at the baggage carousel wondering whether our cases had been correctly transferred from one flight to another at Madrid.  Yes they had!  What a relief!  Alas, a Belorussian player, Igor Rosikin, who flew from Madrid with us, was not so fortunate.  His bag only made it to Frankfurt, but we were reassured that it would arrive in Vigo early the next day.  We were met at the airport and after another plane landed, bringing Ukrainians, Finns, Slovaks and Croats, we were taken by bus to the hotel in Mondariz Balneario. 

  In all, 65 players from 26 countries had come to compete in the European Championship.  Being in the lower half of the draw, Steve and Colin expected to get tough opponents in the first round and they were not disappointed.  Steve faced former World Champion, Smirnov, from Russia rated 2282 and Colin was up against a lesser known Russian, Michalev, rated 2260.  Smirnov proved too strong for Steve (this is not a vodka joke!) but Colin managed to hang on for a draw, much to Michalev’s irritation!

  Colin’s reward was that it was his turn to face a former World Champion in round two.  This time it was Berlinsky from Russia, rated 2354, and he overpowered Colin in a convincing manner.  Steve, however, who was playing Romanenkov, another Russian, achieved the first British win of the tournament!  Igor, our new friend from Belorussia, notched up his second win even though his bag had still not arrived.

  When the pairings for round three were published, Steve began to suspect that he had inadvertently entered a Russian Championship instead of a European one!  His next opponent was Popov from Russia, rated 2205.  Steve managed a fine draw and Colin beat Platov from Moldova.  It had been a good day!  The greatly improved weather had tempted us to visit the hotel’s lovely outdoor swimming pool for the first time.  Maybe the poolside relaxation had helped the players to remain unbeaten that day!  After that, the morning swim became an almost daily event, combined with looking through games from the bulletin and a walk into the nearby village.  We usually had some refreshments on the hotel terrace, where we typically met up with members of the British junior squad who were unwinding after their coaching session with Paul Cumbers.  There was great camaraderie between the juniors and seniors with everyone showing tremendous interest in each other’s results.

  The following two rounds saw Steve and Colin taking on players from Germany, Austria, Spain and Greece and by the end of round five, both British players were on fifty percent.  At the top of the table, yet another former World Champion from Russia, Krylov, rated 2402 and number one seed in the tournament, was on the maximum score and already a point clear of his nearest challengers.  Meanwhile, poor Igor the Luggage-less was still wearing the same shirt!

  The next day was a rest day.  Like most people, Steve, Colin and I took advantage of the organised excursion to Santiago de Compostela.  It is a lovely town with a beautiful and impressive cathedral dedicated to St. James, whose remains are kept there, making it a popular site of pilgrimage.  We enjoyed a guided tour around the older part of the town, including, of course, the cathedral, which houses the largest incense burner in the world.  It is suspended from the ceiling by a huge rope.  At the end of the tour we experienced the incense burner, all sixty-five kilos of it, being swung backwards and forwards above our heads.  I don’t know how many people were holding the other end of the rope, but it made bell-ringing look effortless. 

  Round six was a bad one for Britain.  Colin and Steve had tough opponents from Hungary and Germany and both lost their games.  However, they were in good company because Krylov also lost, leaving him joint leader on five points with Vasin from the Ukraine and Zoltek from Poland.  Four other players were just half a point behind them.  Slightly further down the table was Igor’s bag, which had just arrived, six rounds late! 

  In the last three rounds, Steve and Colin were paired against some very strong and experienced players from Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, Poland, Spain and Switzerland.  Steve won one of his games and Colin drew twice, leaving them both on 3.5 points at the end of the tournament.  In the final table, Steve had the best tie-break of all the players on that score group and finished 46th, with Colin just one place behind him.  

  The drama continued on the high boards, with Krylov being beaten in round eight by Palacios, from Spain, much to the delight of the home crowd.  Going into the last round, Palacios and Vasin were joint top on 6.5 points, followed by Krylov and Berlinsky on 6.  It came as surprise when the two leaders agreed a quick draw against each other and left Krylov and Berlinsky battling it out to decide who would join them on seven points.  It was Krylov’s day.  Not only did he win the game, but in the final analysis, he had the strongest tie-break and was declared European Champion, with Vasin second and Palacios third.

  The closing ceremony and prize giving was followed by an unforgettable meal of local seafood delicacies.  Thus ended a very enjoyable tournament, which had been  well organised by our excellent Spanish hosts.


Julie Leonard

Steve and Colin have each chosen a game for publication in the Gazette and supplied some comments to accompany them. 

Burnell, Steve GBR v Rev, Miklos HUN

  The only player that both Colin and I played was the 25th seed, Rev of Hungary, with an Elo rating of 2119.  Unfortunately we both suffered the same fate at his hands.  Here is my round 8 game against him.  Towards the end of this interesting game both players were in severe time trouble.  I thought I was doing rather well, but unfortunately I slipped up in the time scramble.

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. e4 d6 5. f3 0-0 6. Bg5 c5 7. d5 e6 8. Nge2 exd5 9. cxd5 a6 10. a4 Nbd7 11. Ng3 Rb8 12. Be2 Qc7 13. 0-0 c4 14. Be3 b5 15. axb5 axb5 16. Ra7 Qd8 17. Qd2 Re8 18. Rfa1 Nc5 19. Bxc5 dxc5 20. Qf4 Nd7 21. Qd2 Bd4+ 22. Kh1 Qb6 23. f4 Bb7 24. e5 Ra8 25. Rxa8 Bxa8 26. h3 b4 27. Nce4 Bxd5 28. Nd6 Rb8 29. Bxc4 Bxc4 30. Nxc4 Qe6 31. Qe2 f6 32. exf6 Qxf6 33. Qg4 Nf8 34. f5 Kh8 35. Re1 Rd8 36. fxg6 Nxg6 37. Re6 Qf4 38. Rxg6 Qc1+

0-1

Olivera, Albert ESP 2065 v Chambers, Colin GBR

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 g6 5. c4 Nf6 6. Nc3 Nxd4 7. Qxd4 d6 8. Be2 Bg7 9. 0-0 0-0 10. Qd3 Be6 11. Bd2 Rc8 12. b3 a6 13. Rac1 Qc7 14. f4 Bd7 15. Kh1 Bc6 16. Rc2 Qb8 17. Nd5 Nxd5 18. exd5 Bd7 19. Qe3 Rfe8 20. Qb6 Qc7 21. Ba5 Qxb6 22. Bxb6 Bf5 23. Rd2 Bc3 24. Rdd1 Bb4 25. h3 Bc5 26. Bxc5 Rxc5 27. Kg1 Bd7 28. Rc1 Rec8 29. a4 b5 30. axb5 axb5 31. Ra1 bxc4 32. bxc4 R5c7 33. Rfb1 f6 34. Rb6 Bf5 35. Kf2 h5 36. g4 hxg4 37. hxg4 Bd7 38. Ke3 Kg7 39. Rab1 Kf7 40. Kd4 Ra8 41. Rb7 Rxb7 42. Rxb7 Ke8 43. Bd3 f5 44. Rb1 Kf7 45. g5 Ra2 46. Rb7 Be8 47. Rb8 Rf2 48. Ke3 Ra2 49. Rb7 Ra3 50. Kd4 Ra2 51. Rc7 Rf2 52. Ke3 Ra2 53. c5 dxc5 54. d6 Ra3 55. Kd2

1-0

  With hindsight, the thematic break of b5 was probably wrong.  It opened the queenside but my opponent had all the play.  I might have been better advised to try to utilise the H-file for my counter play.  In conclusion, I failed to keep a close enough eye on the pawn break in the centre and ultimately paid the price.

A THANK YOU LETTER TC "A THANK YOU LETTER" \f C \l "1" 
  Dear Chess Friends,

  Thank you to everyone who signed my birthday card at Weston Super Mare.

  I hope you all had an enjoyable time there.  It was very nice to hear about everything that happened in the year that I was born.

  Congratulations to Chris Ross on winning the championship for a second time.  Also I would like to congratulate Steve Burnell, Norman Wragg and Stephen Thacker on finishing equal second and fourth respectively.  Norman and Stephen did extremely well finishing so high above their seedings.

  Many best wishes

  Yours


Graham Lilley.

WORTH HEARING TC "WORTH HEARING" \f C \l "1" 
  On my returning from the British Championship at Weston Super Mare, I shoved the week’s laundry in the washing machine and started the cycle.  Some while later I realised that my two priceless hearing-aids were still nestling in one of the shirt pockets, and must by now be revolving at a frightening velocity – enough to give even a spin-doctor an acute attack of vertigo.  However, when the soaping and the rinsing had died, I found the hearing-aids lying happily together in the rubber gutter just inside the door of the machine – so although very, very wet, they had at least been stationary.  Dismantling them and leaving them to dry for twenty-four hours brought about a miraculous cure, for ever since then they have performed as well as before!

  If chess can do things like this to you, it is obviously sending out a very audible signal.


Editor.

LAST CALL FOR HAAKSBERGEN 2004 TC "LAST CALL FOR HAAKSBERGEN 2004" \f C \l "1" 
  The annual chess tournament in Haaksbergen will take place from Friday, 16th to Monday, 18th April 2004 and all those wishing to go should contact myself the organiser either by telephoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN by no later than 21st December 2003 with their names and hopefully a sighted guide.

  Unfortunately, at present it is not possible to give a price for this trip, this is because the Stena Line price brochure for 2004 is not available until the end of December.  However, it should be noted that Stena Line have reinstated the overnight ferry from Harwich which is the way we used to travel to Holland before it was stopped several years ago, and they introduced the high-speed ferry.  Therefore, I shall be making enquiries about prices for both methods of travelling.  It should however be borne in mind that if we revert to the overnight ferry to travel to Holland it would mean departing from Harwich on the evening of Thursday, 15th April 2004.

  Should you wish to make your own travel arrangements this is acceptable, but you still must notify the organiser of these details.


David Hodgkins.

PERSONALIA TC "PERSONALIA" \f C \l "1" 
  Hearty congratulations in advance to Sally and Baz Kinealy, who are recent life members of BCA, who will celebrate their silver wedding anniversary on 6th January 2004 – we hope they have a wonderful day, and many years still to come.



Editor.

PROFILE: JOHN GALLAGHER TC "PROFILE: JOHN GALLAGHER" \f C \l "1" 
  I was born in Sheffield in February 1954.  My twin sister and I were two months premature so we both had to go in to the oxygen tank and this is the reason why I cannot see.  Linda was half a pound heavier than me so I had to stay in longer.  The result she was sighted and I was not.

  At the age of three we both attended the Carbrook Nursery so I could get used to being away from home.

  When I was five I started education at Tapton Mount School in Sheffield.  At such an early age it was terrible to be away from home.  At last though I enjoyed Sheffield and moved on to the Royal Normal College at Shrewsbury in 1966.  I did well in my exams and went on to do the three year course in piano tuning and repairs.  It was at Shrewsbury that I was taught to play chess by Richard Bignal.  After leaving college I did not play chess until I joined a club and met Ted Williams.  I joined the BCA in 1983 and think it is a wonderful organisation with friendship at the top of the list.

  I love technology very much with my global positioning system of real help in a visually orientated world.  I also love my guide-dog and take a real interest in most sports.  At this moment in time I do not play for a club at chess but love our BCA events.  I live in Leeds and travel all over tuning pianos.


John Gallagher.

RESPONSES TO “A SPORT FOR A SPORTSMAN”

A REPLY TO “A SPORT FOR A SPORTSMAN”

  I believe that there is other correspondence which deals with the personal issues which the above article has raised, hence I will deal purely with the chess aspects of the article.

  First of all the subject of “clock handling”.  We all know that time limits were introduced to the game of chess to make a contest last for a reasonable length of time.  Before the invention of chess clocks it was not unknown for players to spend several hours sitting at a board before making a move.  This may have been a genuine desire to thoroughly analyse a position or to simply outlast him.  Nevertheless it was decided that some form of time regulation was required.  One hundred and thirty years or so later, here we are with digital clocks or whatever other mechanisms there are for recording the amount of time a player uses for their move or for a pre-determined number of moves.  The time-limit or time-control has become an acceptable part of playing a game of chess.

  From this point on I will focus on over-the-board chess.  In the actual game players may make good, bad or indifferent moves.  By the same token the amount of time taken for a move, or a number of moves, may be too little, sufficient, or too much.  The handling of the clock may reflect the participant’s style of playing chess.  If I was to list some of the speedier players in the BCA then names such as Shirley Watkins and Graham Lilley spring to mind.  On the other hand if you want a really slow game Steve Thacker and John Busbridge would be the obvious candidates.  However this is not say that the slow players can’t play quickly or have short games, or vice versa. 

  Generally speaking the games between the stronger players of any chess event with a large spread of ability tend to last longer in terms of both moves and time taken.  They know what to think about and they look at it longer.  However there is only a limited amount of time to think about it.  Some players do leave themselves with only a minute or two for anything from four to, wait for it, twenty-odd moves to make before reaching a time-control.  I am sure the reader can easily imagine the sort of mistakes that can be made by having to continually rush moves.  Good clock-handling is a necessary part of the game.  Failure to reach a time-control is just as bad as allowing a checkmate in one.  You don’t get any points either way.

  Personally I regard anything less than an average of one minute per move for, say, five moves and upwards to reach a time control as the dreaded “time trouble”.  Other players will have different opinions.  In the course of my chess career, which spans some 1,800 serious games, I have been in time-trouble only a handful of times.  My opponents have been in time-trouble by the hundreds.

  It’s not unusual for the most critical part of a game of chess to arise shortly before the time-control, but can you be sure of playing quality moves when you have so little time to think about them?  I don’t think so, but I’m usually reasonably certain of having enough time on my own clock to exploit those errors made by rushing opponents!  I won’t necessarily have been playing quickly, but just less slowly than some of my opponents. 

  It’s difficult to give figures over a 25 year career of how many times I have benefited from an opponent’s time-trouble, but I will give a startling example.  From the Hanham Congress in November 1987 to the Newport Congress in May 1988 I played 52 consecutive serious games without loss.  For a player with a style as sharp as mine, this is an almost unbelievable statistic.  Half those games were from positions which varied from slightly worse to completely lost.  In a fair number of them I benefited from my opponent’s time shortage, but there is another reason why I managed to avoid loss on so many occasions.  This leads me to the second part of this article which is about “saving bad positions”.

--------------------

  There is an excellent book by Simon Webb called “Chess for Tigers”.  This book has had a big impact on the way I approach an over-the-board game.  It’s available from the BCA library and I strongly recommend it. 

  “Chess for Tigers” has chapters on clock-handling, methods of playing against stronger or weaker opponents (this defines me as a heffalump to most BCA members, but please don’t hold that against me!), and swindling, otherwise known as saving bad positions.  The essence of the swindling chapter is that you need to recognise early on that a position is going against you, so start doing something about it then!  Webb says “This is where most ‘unlucky’ players go wrong.  They continue with their original plan until defeat is staring them in the face, then they set some feeble trap, which their opponent easily avoids, and they go around complaining that no one ever falls into their traps!”  Shortly afterwards he adds “… start playing for a swindle while there are still plenty of resources left in your position.”

  One of the most remarkable games I ever had was against International Master Simon Ansell in the last round of a Bristol Championship.  It was incidentally one of the few games where I have been in real time-trouble, but the time control (move 42) was of no real relevance.  I was either going to win suddenly or by move 30 have no pieces left to attack with.  Around move 18 or so I judged that I had a promising attacking position on the Kingside, but as yet hadn’t castled.  I chose to castle Queenside at that moment.  After my opponent’s somewhat obvious reply it became apparent his “counter-attack” was coming quicker than my offensive!

  In the next ten moves I sacrificed one knight to create a square for another attacked knight, sacked that knight to get my Queen over to the Kingside, sacked an exchange to get rid of his key defensive Bishop, then he overlooked a mate in one!  It was one of the most imaginative games I’ve ever played against someone who, at that time, was in the form of his life.  But hold the applause … Exactly one year later in the last round of another Bristol Championship against the same opponent, I got another poor position after 20 moves, decided I had to go all out in this one as well, sacked a piece and a rook to get threats against his King … and got completely routed! 

  Okay, so one out of two from poor positions isn’t bad, but as Webb says in his book “Don’t be afraid of losing!”  I wasn’t, twice.  The ideas work.  Even if you don’t get the book, at least follow his advice.  “You’re sitting behind several weak pawns?  Sacrifice them, and while your opponent is taking them get your pieces out into active positions.” or “Several moves to play in a bad position?  All the alternatives lose except one and you can’t see how your opponent wins against it.  PLAY IT QUICKLY!  Don’t waste time analysing it.  It’s up to your opponent to find the win, not you.”

  Now some advice from me.  “Only one legal move available?  Play it immediately.  If your opponent is short of time his flag might fall before he mates you.”  About resigning.  “Do NOT resign unless all of these three conditions apply at the same time:

1) You have no swindles based on perpetual checks, stalemates, or even possible mating nets, and your opponent has plenty of time;

2) You have no reasonable activity left which could possibly result in any of the above happening;

3) MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL, you have complete faith in your opponent’s technical ability to win the position. 

  The third one overrides the other two.  Unless that applies never resign (and don’t lose on time either!).  To give a quick example, if Chris Ross, Graeme Lilley, Steve Burnell, Colin Chambers, Paul Benson, Peter Gibbs, John Littlewood, Paul Cumbers or myself (in no particular order) ever get down to King and Queen versus lone King against one of ourselves where the player with the queen has five minutes left, we will resign.  To play on in such a situation would be an insult to the opponent.  We might not do it against someone at the lower end of the Minor if we thought they might get it wrong, but if they’ve been to the right BCA coaching sessions such resistance will be futile.  The bottom line is that it isn’t over until it’s over, never mind who’s singing!

  If by any chance you don’t know how to mate with King and Queen against bare King, never fear.  The technique is explained in Rueben Fine’s “Basic Chess Endings”, which is another of the books available from the BCA library!

  Deciding when to play for a swindle, resigning, and whether or not or exploit an opponent’s shortage of time are all down to individual tastes and, in particular, individual judgements. It is positional judgement that I want to turn to next.

-----------------------

  First of all let me remind you of two phrases from Chris’s article:

(I) “Here was my opponent, who had been comprehensively and thoroughly outplayed, sitting in a lost position” :

(ii) “Now, my argument is not about this particular position.  Check your chess software, think about the positional aspects of the position - the weak dark squares, the backward D pawn, the exposed K, the vulnerable black centre, the pawn structure of either side etc. etc. and that, as well as your computer software analysis, should tell the story.”

  Well, my argument is about this “winning” position.  Let’s have a really close look at it, and we‘ll do it by setting it up pawn by pawn, piece by piece.  BCA members who attended training sessions at Teignmouth earlier this year will be familiar with this technique of mine, and I‘m sure it’s not unique. 

  First of all the pawn structure, which I refer to as “the bones of the position”:

WHITE: Pawns a2, b3, c4, f3, g2 and h2;

BLACK: Pawns a7, b6, d6, e5, f5 and h7.

White has two “islands” as opposed to Black’s three.  He has more space on the Queenside and essentially no weaknesses.  The open d and e-files will be useful avenues for the White Rooks to pressure the Black Pawns.  In his turn Black has more space in the centre and the open g-file may be useful for attacking purposes.  Clearly the Pd6 is weak and d5 is a useful outpost for the White pieces, but there are many variations in the Sicilian and King’s Indian Defences where Black has such a liability, yet it survives to the end of the game. 

  Now piece by piece, first comparing like unit to like unit, then seeing how they all work together.

  The Kings.  In his article Chris wrongly gives the WK as being on g1.  It isn’t, it’s on h1.  The BK is on h8.  Without yet having placed the pieces on the board one might say the BK is slightly more exposed, but then one could say White is vulnerable to back rank mates.  Conclusion: Kings equally well placed. 

  The Queens.  The WQ is on e1.  It has access to both wings, but is currently passively placed.  The BQ on h5 is clearly very active and has designs on the WK.  Conclusion: Black has the better Q by far.

  The Rooks.  White’s Rs are placed on d1 and f1.  The Rd1 is well-positioned, glaring at the weak Pd6, while the Rf1 is handy for supporting an f3-f4 Pawn push.  Neither rook is yet doing much for the defence, although it’s unlikely White will be mated on the back rank!  The WQ on e1 does rather interfere with their co-operation however.

  Black has his Rs on g8 and f7.  The Rg8 occupies an open file looking at the WK while the Rf7 has the option to double on the g-file or go to h6 via f6.  These Rs can defend the Q-side Ps laterally without any reduction in their attacking potential.  Conclusion: Black has the more active and aggressive Rooks, but White’s may be dangerous if they co-ordinate together.

  The Minor Pieces.

  Black has Ns on c6 and f8.  The Nc6 is doing very little except holding a watching brief on the Q-side and d4 square.  The Nf8 may be girding up its loins for canters to d4, f4, g5 or h4, but is not featuring much either.  White has a Bf2 and a magnificent Nd5, clearly the best piece on the board.  It pressures the Q-side and controls the vital squares e7, f6 and f4.  The Bf2 could potentially be a very useful piece but at the moment is annoyingly muffled by the Black Pawn formation.  Conclusion: White has the better minor pieces.

  Positional summing-up. White has the better Pawn structure but, other than the proud Nd5, his pieces are not yet ideally placed to take advantage of this superiority.  Black has a space advantage on the K-side, and his major pieces are mustering for an attack.  To my mind the essential difference between the two camps is the absence of Black’s dark-squared KB.  Put this on f8 instead on the languid N and Black is probably okay.  Put White’s Bf2 onto c3 instead and Black will have problems on the a1-h8 diagonal.  If White can accomplish this transfer and play f3-f4 the weak dark squares are badly exposed and, as I said in my game notes, I was reluctant to play …f5-f4 because it would cede the e4 square, particularly to the WN.  Curiously the WN on d5 is doing Black a big favour by blocking the open d-file, but if it took up residence on e4 unchallenged it would be much more effective for both attack and defence.  

  Right here I feel that White is slightly better, but Black has K-side attacking chances.  I certainly think that White is not as well-placed as he was earlier on.  Upon talking to Paul Benson at the Paignton Congress, he was of the opinion that White should have tried a Q-side Pawn advance earlier to expose Black’s weak squares there.

  Chris says consult your computer software, so I did.  After 27 …Nf8 my Chessmaster 9000 evaluated the position as roughly 0.70 of a pawn in White’s favour.  Hardly a winning position!  For White’s next move it suggests 28 f4, which I think puts Black’s position to the test.  I’m not going to analyse this move, but I would point out that Chris has made no Pawn moves since move 15 (exf5), and it’s rare to turn a positional plus into a win without pushing Ps or introducing complications at some point.

  In the game Chris played 28 Nb4 which he describes as “Simple, strong and winning!”  I can’t agree with this.  White voluntarily exchanges his best piece for Black’s worst one!  It does clear the d-file for a siege on the Pd6, but the WQ is pulled out to the Q-side to a square where it has no influence on the K-side.  My CM9000 analyses best play as 28...Rfg7; 29 Rg1 (29 Nxc6 Rxg2; 30 h4 Qxf3 wins, or 30 Bg3 R8Xg3 wins the WQ) 29 …Nxb4; 30 Qxb4 Rg6; 31 Rxd6 Rxg2; 32 Rxg2 Qxf3; 33 Bg3 and now, with the other WR off the back rank, Black has a perpetual check with 33 …Qf1+; 34 Rg1 Qf3+; 35 Rg2 Qf1+.  There are other variations, but this shows Black has real chances of a K-side breakthrough.

  After 28...Nxb4 I was worried by the tactical attempt 29 Rxd6 threatening 30 Qxe5+.  However Black can simply play 29...Nxa2, challenging White to prove he has something for the piece, or the aggressive 29...Qg5 when 30 Qxe5+ R7g7 has just helped Black to triple on the g-file.  CM9000 recommends 29...Nd7; 30 Qxb4 R7g7; 31 Rg1 Rxg2 with play as in the above paragraph, and I would probably have chosen this in preference to 29...Nxa2.

  Chris may have spotted 29 Rxd6 but it’s not his sort of move.  29 Qxb4 is obvious, but the draw offer gives him something else to think about.  If White accepts that’s okay by Black given his poor position earlier in the game.  Both players would have 3.5 points going into the last round and I’ll have the White pieces.  Anyway given the above variations a draw is a fair offer.  Chris’s main point is that I offered a draw as a method of distracting him, and distracting a player is not allowed under the rules.  However you are allowed to offer a draw at any time, although I would not recommend doing it while your opponent is in the middle of a long think.  Immediately after playing/announcing your move and before pressing the clock is the usual procedure.

  If Chris had felt under pressure from the clock, then all he had to do was accept the offer.  In effect I’m saying “You have a slightly better position, but I’ve more time than you.  Split the point?”

  After 29 Qxb4 was played I felt that I stood better all things considered.  The position is probably equal, but I have attacking prospects and my opponent is short of time.  How many times have I been here before from a bad opening?  Countless, as you can see from earlier remarks!  29...Qg6; Playing …Rf6 first may be more accurate as 30 Rxd6 loses to 30...Qg6 threatening mate and the Rd6 for a second time.  30 Rg1 Rf6 Paul Benson made the astute remark that this attacking move looks like a defensive one, and lulls White into believing that he has the initiative here.  I think Black has the initiative, but White has the advantage because of his better Pawn structure.  It’s quite possible Chris did not realise that a “swing” had taken place, and thought he was still forcing the pace.  The point is that Black is playing against the WK, and King safety is the number one priority in any game.  This gives Black’s initiative extra weight.

  Clearly I have not “been comprehensively and thoroughly outplayed”, nor am I “sitting in a lost position”.  In fact the position is very much to my taste.  Remarks on bad sportsmanship in a losing position simply do not hold water.

  The game continued 31 Bh4 Re6; 32 Qa4 Qh5; 33 Be1?? (the only move was 33 c5 as given in my previous notes) 33...Qxh2+ and White resigned because of the mate in two moves.  33...Rh6 also wins.  34 Bg3 loses to simply 34...Rxg3, and Black can take the h-pawn regardless of whether White places it on h3 or h4, but the immediate Queen sacrifice is obviously prettier.

---------------------------

  Chris has clearly underestimated Black’s dynamic chances here and, in fact, a remark was made to me by another player just minutes before this game that this seemed to be a weakness in what is a very talented armoury of our number one player.  I recall that Chris lost a very promising position in similar circumstances in the World Championship.

  I will freely admit that both Chris and Graham Lilley may be more talented players than I am, but experience and a stubborn attitude (Taurus remember?) are also useful weapons.  I hope to see more advances from Chris and a comeback from Graham.

  Sportsmanship is an issue, but Chris didn’t choose a very good example in my opinion.  An opinion, viewpoint or judgement is the most important thing anyone can have, and I would never force my point of view on anyone.  The facts are set out above and I invite the reader to use their own judgement.

  At Weston-Super-Mare several members of the local club arrived one August evening to play some friendly games, unaware we (the BCA) were there for the Championship.  I played several games against them, then invited Chris to play as well.  He took seven minutes to his opponent’s fifteen, played with a normal-sized board and pieces and made his own moves.  Chris won a positional game of some 40 moves or so, his opponent losing on time a piece and three pawns down in an endgame.  Even the non-chess players in the room joined in a round of applause at the end.  I‘m sorry I don‘t have the score of the game.  If I had you‘d be playing through it now, but to me it was more than a just game of chess.  I was proud to share it with him.


Tyson Mordue, Bristol 28/9/03

RESPECT IS EARNED NOT DEMANDED!

  Dear Editor,

  I joined BCA in 1951 when I was 18 years of age.  During that half century I have enjoyed much genuine pleasure from my membership of the association and I have formed many valued and lasting friendships.  It is my belief that the general level of respect and concern for each other within our association is something of which we can be justly proud.  It is for this reason that I take issue with the views expressed by Chris Ross in the August issue of this magazine.  In particular that part of his letter which appears to cast doubt on the general level of respect for each other and sportsman-like conduct of our members.  I do not wish to set myself up in judgement over the incident he uses as an example but it may be worth pointing out that chess is not only a great game of flair, artistry and strategic planning it is also a dual of the mind between two individuals in which tactics both on and off the board come into play.  The line between acceptable gamesmanship and unsportsman-like conduct can at times be a thin and wavery line to tread!

  As for Chris’s assertion that foreigners are more respectful to each other than the British it would be interesting to hear the views of Gerry Walsh, Peter Gibbs and Julie Leonard, our regular arbiters, as they all have extensive experience of both observing and controlling events at home and overseas.  For what it is worth, since my first venture abroad to play chess I have played in eight countries other than the UK during the past 25 years and I have found no evidence to suggest that we in the UK are any less respectful to each other than our overseas chess friends.

  Finally, I should like to refer back to the Paignton congress 2002 in which Tyson Mordue scored a notable result finishing equal first in the very strong open event including a win against Grandmaster Keith Arkell.  Each morning when Tyson and I met I enquired how he had fared the previous day.  Even though he was stringing together success after success never once did he boast that he had “smashed” his opponent; never once did he gloat and never once did he refer to his opponent, or the way he played, as “rubbish”, an example of moderation and respect for ones opponents which I commend to all.


Stan Lovell.

CHESS, TIME, AND SPORTSMANSHIP

  Having captained very successful BCA correspondence teams, I have happy memories of this form of chess. It avoids the time pressure of over-the-board chess. But even here, you have to evade the traps of a wily opponent. Part of the over-the-board contest is the handling of time. You are “winning” only when you can reach the time control with a sufficient plus to make the “win” a routine affair. Offered a draw you should consider the probability of blundering under time pressure.

  As events proved in the game Chris described, Black’s offer was a fair one, even generous. White’s hesitation and later error showed that the game was far from settled. To suggest that this offer of a draw is unsporting is not defensible. To atone for this by giving an example of Black’s chess expertise suggests that the writer under-estimates the seriousness of his accusation..

  A line in Chris’s article about a book, “winning with humility and losing with grace” made me nostalgic about a former BCA champion, Geoff Carlin. No-one ever fought harder on a chess board or was more generous to his opponents whatever the game result. HIS book on this theme would have been worth having. He always met triumph and disaster with the same perfect manners. Let’s all try to copy his example.


Bill Armstrong

In response to the article “Sport for a Sportsman” in the August issue of the Gazette Richard Kidals writes:

  I thought it would be worth remembering that chess was created as an imitation of warfare. Perhaps the psychological aspects of modern warfare, things like fog of war, confusion within, confusion of the enemy, is sometimes justified. You could take the view that chess certainly shouldn’t be a showdown at the OK Corral style of combat. However, when somebody offers some off-the-cuff remark one has the option of biting the bait or declining to bite. I don’t think chess should be a game where your opponent is winding you up, that should be left for other sports, but what I would like to do is just offer a couple of analogies from other sports.

  Firstly, you could consider cycling, the Tour de France, of which I’m a keen fan. Yan Ulrick, of Germany, was second in the race and vying for position with the yellow jersey, the leader, who in this particular instance was Lance Armstrong of America. Lance had been coming up one of the mountains when he caught his handlebars in a spectator’s bag and took a nasty fall. Yan Ulrick could have taken advantage of his position and raced off to try and win not only the yellow jersey for the forthcoming day but also could have won the Tour de France. He did not race off. Instead, he decided to wait along with his fellow riders until he knew the position of Lance Armstrong. When Lance was back on his bike and had caught Yan up, they continued the combat. A very gentlemanly sport. Why did he do it, you ask? Well it seems as though a couple of years ago the opposite had happened so he returned the compliment. Or it could be that all riders in the sport of cycling have a huge respect for the Tour de France and what it means in sportsmanship terms and you don’t take advantage of somebody who has fallen and who may actually get back into the race.

  For the second analogy of psychological combat I’m thinking of football. You could look at Alex Ferguson who a couple of years ago as Newcastle United’s manager was certainly winding up Kevin Keegan. Some would say it worked because Newcastle United won the championship that particular year. Most commentators seemed to think that the verbal comments coming from Alex Ferguson helped to win the psychological battle over Kevin Keegan.

  Perhaps this leads you to think that in chess comments should be quite specific such as “check” or “check mate”. When offering a draw the opponent can decide whether to ponder it or turn it down outright and move on. Chess seems to be keep your own counsel but I know from experience people can throw you off by implying they have made a mistake. You ponder longer than you need to over your next move and it seems as though that is all part and parcel of the game. You have to be aware of it and be able to manage your own time. 

  So in conclusion, confusion in the fog of war is often used either to your benefit or to your detriment. Perhaps sometimes you should keep your own counsel in chess. You should also consider how you want to portray yourself in any sport. I’ve mentioned a couple of analogies and you can decide which one is beneficial to you. Do you want to win at all costs or do you want to win in a manner with which you are happy and comfortable?

CLARKES GAMBIT TO GET CHESS INTO THE CLASSROOM TC "CLARKES GAMBIT TO GET CHESS INTO THE CLASSROOM" \f C \l "1" 
  This article is published by kind permission of the editor of the Sunday Telegraph.  It is dated June 29 2003.

  Education Secretary pins hopes on a network of school clubs to help sharpen children's minds.  By Colin Brown, Political Editor.

  Charles Clarke, the Education Secretary, is to encourage children to play chess to improve their academic skills.

  Mr Clarke, himself a keen chess player, has talked to the British Chess Federation about promoting the game in primary and secondary schools.

  He has ruled out introducing the game into the curriculum, but among the initiatives discussed so far are the setting up of more school chess clubs, linking schools to adult chess clubs, encouraging state schools to collaborate with nearby private schools, which often employ chess coaches, and encouraging inter-school competitions.

  There will be no new money to pay for the initiative.  Schools will be urged to fund the programmes out of existing budgets for after-school clubs.  “Mr Clarke sees chess as part of his agenda to give children a broader and richer education in schools,” said a senior official at the Department of Education.

  “He is keen to ensure that children develop the important skills of logic and problem solving in more creative ways than textbooks and the curriculum.”

  Nigel Short, 38, the British grandmaster, welcomed the move.  “Chess has been proven to be beneficial to children,” he said.

  “It improves their concentration and strategy-making skills.  One of the problems schools face is how to gain concentration in the classroom, especially from unruly pupils.  If you can get these children interested in chess and involved in competitions then you've got them hooked.  Individuals and corporations have been sponsoring chess in private schools and organising competitions but it would be a wonderful thing if the Government was able to fund chess competitions Nationwide.  The fact that they are encouraging it in schools is a good start.”

  Mr Clarke was taught chess at home by his father, Sir Richard “Otto” Clarke, a senior Whitehall civil servant who was a leading figure in British chess during the 1960s.

  He has his own chess set on display in his office at the Department of Education, presented to him in 1977 when he was the outgoing president of the National Union of Students.  The opposing pieces represent the Labour and Conservative parties of the day, with Sir Edward Heath, Harold Wilson, Denis Healey, Barbara Castle and Enoch Powell among the key figures.  The Labour pawns are dressed as workers and the Tories as pinstriped City brokers.  Gerry Walsh, 58, the president of the British Chess Federation, said: “We are delighted if chess can be given a higher profile in our schools.  Mr Clarke's father invented the grading system for chess that we use today, and he was also a founder of the Friends of Chess who organise tournaments abroad with grandmasters.”

  David Levens, a chess coach and the director of marketing for the BCF, said: “Chess can help children with their concentration.  Mr Clarke clearly sees the wider benefits from playing chess in schools.  We would like to rid the game of the image that it is only played by elderly men with beards.”  He added: “It is a great game for children.  And they take it up with great excitement - it is, after all, a war game.”

  Many countries teach chess at school.  It is part of the curriculum in Russia, and China also has a number of specialist chess schools.

  The teaching of chess is reflected in the world rankings.  Of the top 20 male juniors, 13 are from Russia or the former Soviet states of Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Georgia.  There is only one English junior in the top 20, Luke McShane, 19, who is ranked number nine.  No British girls feature in the female top 20.

HOW MANY “BCA”S ARE THERE? TC "HOW MANY \“BCA\”S ARE THERE?" \f C \l "1" 
  I was intrigued by the article in the August Gazette written by our editor concerning an inquiry about the BCA “Bowling Clubs Association”.  This reminded me of a communication I had ten years ago from the “BCA”.

  In July 1993 I was diagnosed as having a malignant growth on my bowel which needed urgent attention resulting in my having to have a colostomy.  A few weeks after leaving hospital I received a letter on beautifully headed paper from the “BCA”.  How nice, I thought, for the Braille Chess Association to write to me offering me help and advice.  But why, I asked myself, did they not write in a medium of my choice – Braille.  On reading further into the letter I discovered that the letter had come from the British Colostomy Association.  (Obviously the other BCA.)  Fortunately I was able to have the operation reversed a few months later so did not need to take up their kind offer.

  Any more BCAs out there?


Sean O’Brien.

ANSWERS TO “CHECKMATE” MIX-UP! TC "ANSWERS TO \“CHECKMATE\” MIX-UP!" \f C \l "1" 
  Readers who had the stamina to reach the end of the previous Gazette will recall that you were invited to make anagrams of five letters or more out of the word “checkmate”.

  “Match” and “cheat” were given as examples.  The remaining ten read: cache, cachet, catch, check, cheek, ketch, machete, mecca, teach, theme

“SQUARES” MISSHAPEN! TC "\“SQUARES\” MISSHAPEN!" \f C \l "1" 
  Before you set up the board, try squaring up to the problem of finding anagrams of five letters or more from the word “squares”.

  For example “squares” and “square”.  Five more are hiding somewhere – but it does not matter which way round you have the board!


Editor.


Answers in next issue.










