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EDITORIAL


  Just as we turn the clocks back at this time of year, so I am asking all of you to turn back to take a fresh look at the front page of this magazine to read the wonderful news of the sponsorship of this Gazette by the employees of the John Lewis Partnership, including Waitrose.  This represents a significant breakthrough in that we now have support from outside our own association.  So, having obtained this support, I now need you to continue to provide your editor with quality and quantity material!





  In this issue you will find such a welcome list of new members; a fine report and game from the BCA Junior Championship; two contrasting members' profiles, and a highly revealing account of the work of your publicity officer.  With this Autumn Tournament fast approaching, many of us will be meeting together to celebrate the BCA's 70th anniversary in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere.  Yet in the quiet of the chess room, it is there that the inner emotions begin to surface when confronted with the hard reality of competition.  The adrenalin flows, the pulse quickens, and the ticking of the chess clock reminds us of Andrew Marvell's famous quote: "But at my back I always hear time's winged chariot hurrying near."  It is then that the old teaching maxims must come to the rescue: "When in doubt, move a pawn"; "Better a bad plan than no plan at all"; but the warning to the emotions which fits best of all should whisper: "Elation is the sensation that comes in the second between being struck by a great idea and realising what is wrong with it"!





  Please let me have your contributions for the February magazine by 4th January 2003.


  Meanwhile, on behalf of your committee members I send you an early but sincere good wish for a Merry Christmas and all that is good in the coming year


  	Peter Price.





ERRATUM





  In "Who's that Guy?", an article which appeared in your August Gazette, it was printed: "I'm 37 now from Beeston but originally from Crete".  This should have read "I'm 37 now from Beeston but originally from Crewe".  What a difference one letter can make!  What a difference is conjured up in the imagination between the sunny clime of the Mediterranean and the chill of changing trains at a well known railway station.  With due respect to the famous Greek island, your editor will have to be more dis-Crete in future.








SUBSCRIPTION TIME!


  Membership fees: may I remind members who pay annually that the subscription was due on 1st October 2002.  Full membership fee is £7, free to visually impaired UK residents under 21.  Remittances should be made payable to "Braille Chess Association" or "BCA" and sent to me as soon as possible.





  Life membership subscription is £70.


	Wendy Holmes.





MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS





  Winners of £35 since last Gazette.


  July: Geoff Long, No. 13.


  August: Michael Hague, No. 63.


  September: Chris Ross, No. 10.


  Anyone wishing to join should contact me for an application form.


	Wendy Holmes.





FORTHCOMING EVENTS


   21st/22nd/23rd March 2003.  AGM and five round congress.  County Moat House Hotel, Bedford.  In addition to the Annual General Meeting which will take place on Saturday at 2 p.m. there will be the usual Open and Minor sections.  Associate members are welcomed in each of these events.  Entry fee for each event is £10.  Accommodation for members and associate members for the Friday and Saturday nights is £35 per person per night in a single room and £30 per person per night sharing.  For non members and for those staying extra nights the price will be £45 single room and £40 sharing.  Price includes dinner, bed and breakfast.  All bookings made after 31st January carry a £4 penalty per person.  Items for inclusion on the agenda for the AGM must reach the secretary by 20th December 2002.  Full payment to the organiser Stan Lovell or to the treasurer Wendy Holmes by 31st January 2003


  9th to 16th August 2003.  British Championship for Blind and Partially Sighted. Dauncey's Hotel, Weston Super Mare.  As previously announced this will be an Open tournament.  If there are sufficient entries there will also be a Minor tournament for those whose grade is 80 or below.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation, which will include dinner, bed and breakfast plus afternoon tea, £210 for members and associate members or £255 for non members.  Booking will commence on 1st February when more details will be given.





  Members of "Junior BCA" receive free entry and free accommodation to BCA events.


  Stan Lovell.





  Points gained in BCA events count in the "Terence Chapman Group Disabled Prix".





Booking conditions.


  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender written on the back.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.


  The entry fee and cost of accommodation in full should be sent to the organiser or BCA treasurer by the advertised closing date.  Late entries and bookings are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 penalty per person.


  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.


Stan Lovell.





LAST CALL FOR HAAKSBERGEN 2003


  The annual chess tournament in Haaksbergen will take place from Friday, 11th to Monday, 14th April 2003 and all those wishing to go should contact myself the organiser either by telephoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN, by no later than 21st December 2002 with their names and hopefully a sighted guide.


  Unfortunately, at present it is not possible to give a price for this trip, this is because the Stena Line price brochure for 2003 is not available until the end of December.  However, it should be noted that Stena Line have reinstated the overnight ferry from Harwich which is the way we used to travel to Holland before it was stopped several years ago, and they introduced the high-speed ferry.  Therefore, I shall be making enquiries about prices for both methods of travelling.  It should however, be borne in mind that if we revert to the overnight ferry to travel to Holland it would mean departing from Harwich on the evening of Thursday, 10th April 2003.





  Should you wish to make your own travel arrangements this is acceptable, but you still must notify the organiser of these details.


David Hodgkins.





NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY


  Thanks to the sterling work or our fundraiser, Julia Scott, we have been able to set ourselves an ambitious plan for 2002 and beyond.  The launch of "Junior BCA" was realised in July when Peter Gibbs ran the Under 21 Championship at RNIB New College Worcester.  This is just part of our general recruitment drive and I am again asking each one of you to become a recruiting officer.  Our website is now up and running and receiving many favourable comments.  This has been achieved through the energy and innovative imagination of Chris Ross who, whilst he was achieving this, also managed to add a few points to his grade.  We continue to strive to get a better quality of chess set and chess clock available to blind players, it has to be admitted, without noticeable success!  The chess set now being sold by RNIB is of a reasonable quality, apart from the fact that the fit of the pieces in Another benefit realised from our slightly better financial state is that we are able to offer a subsidised price on hotel accommodation which has enabled us to find a more southerly venue for our AGM tournament.  More than 50 hotels in London, the Home  Counties plus Herts., Beds. and Cambs. were contacted before Jan and I could give our attention to a short list of four.  This entailed a hectic few days in South Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire where these hotels were situated.  At the end of the exercise which had taken six months we find ourselves with two hotels which, we hope, will


 prove suitable for inclusion as suitable venues for BCA events.  The Bedford Moat House has been chosen for the AGM event.  It is situated near the town centre but in a very pleasant situation beside the river and handily placed for those who like to suss out the local shops or a local pub.


Stan Lovell.





TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT





BCA Championship


Premier Group:


Way - Patching 1 - 0 Queen's Pawn 42


Whittle - Way 0.5 -  0.5 Queen's Pawn 33


Rathbun - Whittle 0 - 1 Caro Kann 28


Whittle - Patching 1 - 0 Queen's Pawn 63


Whittle - Cohn 0 - 1 Queen's Pawn 48


S. Brown - Whittle 1 - 0


Bryant - McElroy 1 - 0 Ruy Lopez 35


McElroy - Way 0 - 1 Nimzowitsch 32


McElroy - Cohn 0.5 - 0.5 Sicilian 40


Patching - Cohn 0 - 1 Queen's Gambit Accepted 45


Cohn - Rathbun 1 - 0 English 32


Cohn - Sobers 1 - 0 Benko 14


Patching - S. Brown 0.5 - 0.5 Queen's Pawn 69


Scores: S. Brown 3.5 - 8, Bryant 4.5 - 8, Cohn 6.5 - 9, McElroy 5.5 - 8, Patching 0.5 - 8, Rathbun 0 - 6, Sobers 5 - 9, Wall 3.5 - 8, Way 7.5 - 9, Whittle 4.5 - 9.  Please note: because of Oliver Sproson's untimely death, any results in games played against him have been declared void.  Scores have been adjusted accordingly.  Congratulations to John Way on winning the title again.  Patching is relegated.  Rathbun would have been relegated but is withdrawing and since it is not fair to relegate the 4th from bottom player, one relegation place has still to be decided.





Group B.


Hares - Collisson 0.5 - 0.5


Final scores: Phillips 4.5 - 5, Spink 4.5 - 5, Davey 3 - 5, Price 1.5 - 5, Collisson 1 - 5, Hares 0.5 - 5.


Correction: the result Phillips - Spink 0.5 - 0.5 was reported as a league result when it should have been reported in this group.  Spink is promoted because he won more games playing black.  


Group C.


I have only recently been told that D. Gibbs withdrew from the group at the start as did Parry.


Townshend - O'Brien 0 - 1


Townshend - Rees 1 - 0


O'Brien - Rees 1 - 0


O'Brien - Potter 1 - 0


Final scores: O'Brien 3 - 3, Townshend 2 - 3, Rees 1 - 3, Potter 0 - 3.


O'Brien is promoted.  There has been a lot of miscommunication going on in this group this time, so my apologies if results have appeared a second time.


BCA League division 1:


Gibbs - Way 0 - 1 only result.


Division 2:


Hague - Spink 1 - 0 Danish Gambit 18


S. Brown - Hague 0.5 - 0.5 Sicilian 29


Scores: Hague 1.5 - 2, S. Brown 0.5 - 1, Spink 0 - 1.


Division 3:


Bishop - Price 1 - 0 St. George 35


Hodgkins - Bryant 1 - 0 King's Pawn 27


Price - Gallacher 1 - 0


Gallacher - Bryant 1 - 0 Irregular 20


Price - Hodgkins 0 - 1 Grob 28


Bryant - Bishop 1 - 0 Petroff 27


Scores: Hodgkins 2 - 2, Bishop 1 - 2, Gallacher 1 - 2, Bryant 1 - 6, Price 1 - 3.


Division 4:


Winkworth withdrew through ill health and agreed draws with all his opponents.


Winkworth - Patching 0.5 - 0.5 Philidor 14


Townshend - Winkworth 0.5 - 0.5 7


Winkworth - Mactavish 0.5 - 0.5


Couchman - Winkworth 0.5 - 0.5


Winkworth - Davey 0.5 - 0.5


Mactavish - Townshend 0 - 1 King's Gambit Accepted.


Scores: Winkworth 2.5 - 5, Townshend 1.5 - 2, Mactavish 0.5 - 2, Couchman 0.5 - 1, Davey 0.5 - 1, Patching 0.5 - 1.





Ladder table.


Correction to August Gazette:


Hodgkins - Scurr 1 - 0


Hodgkins - Rathbun 1 - 0 Queen's Pawn 28


Patching - Sobers 0 - 1 King's Indian 29


Patching - Couchman 0 - 1 Queen's Gambit Accepted 40


Scores: Atherton 32, Spink 20, Hodgkins 13, Patching 12.





  4 players, Ray Walmisley, Shane Hall, Glen Graham and Steve Thacker have told me they wish to take part in the next championship.  If anyone else would like to join or rejoin, the more the merrier, please let me know by 30th November at the very latest.  Good luck to everybody for next time!





	Guy Whitehouse.





MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT





  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to


 contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.





  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.


	David Hodgkins.





NOTE FROM THE CASSETTE LIBRARIAN





  If anyone is planning to record a book onto tape for the cassette library, please contact me first so that I can supply special "master" cassettes.  This will ensure high quality sound reproduction.


  Additions to the catalogue:


40 Lessons for Club Players, by Aleksander Kostyev: 11 cassettes.


250 Opening Traps and Combinations, by Y. Neustadt: 11 cassettes.


Shirley Watkins.





FUNDRAISING NEWS





  We are enormously grateful to the Leeds Hospital Fund Charitable Trust who have very generously supported the work of the BCA.  Their donation has enabled us to purchase a fast tape copier and will facilitate the production of the Gazette in print, large print, tape and Braille.


  You will also be aware that this issue of the Gazette has been made possible by the employees of the John Lewis Partnership including Waitrose, to whom we are truly grateful.


	Julia Scott, BCA Fundraiser.





PUBLICITY OFFICER'S REPORT


  The BCA has received several pieces of publicity recently.  These include a report on the AGM Tournament in the June issue of Target, a report on the Minor Tournament in the August issue of Target, and a report on the Minor Tournament also in the July and August issue of Chess Moves.  I am glad to say that both reports on the Minor Tournament mentioned the Steve Eastwick-Field trophy - and I am pleased that that tribute to Steve was made more widely known.





  As for the Under 21 Championship, some of the local media mentioned the championship while it was in progress, and I believe some of the local newspapers visited the tournament and produced some little reports about it.  The BCA website is now fully established, thanks to the efforts and imagination of Chris Ross and a programmer, Shafeeq Ulhaq, and more features are being added to it.  This has led to a slightly unusual piece of publicity in the following way: Chris Ross wrote to many local chess associations asking if the BCA website could be linked to theirs.  The Norfolk County Chess Association replied saying - as most of them have - that we could have a link to their site, but also asking for an article about the BCA for their county chess magazine which is called En Passant.  I put together a little article about our 70th birthday and that was accepted by En Passant and it went into the August issue of that publication.  So that is a little more publicity for the BCA in the Norfolk area.





  Still on the subject of websites, a little report on the Rapid-Play Tournament has already appeared on the BCF website, although I cannot claim any credit for that: I think we probably have Gerry Walsh to thank for that!


  In about mid-September I wrote articles on the Under 21 Championship and the Rapid-Play Championship and sent those to the New Beacon, Target and the chess media.  I hope to see those published in November.


  Over the next few weeks I will also be working on publicity for the 70th Birthday Tournament and the World Individual Championship in Turkey, where of course Chris Ross and Colin Chambers will be representing their country and the BCA, and that will help to generate publicity for us.


  Another achievement for which I can claim very little credit is the development of the information leaflet in large print, Braille and tape.  I have now seen a copy of the revised version in 16 point, bold type, which I think looks very good now, and I am sure it will be very useful.


	Richard Murphy.





2002 RAPID-PLAY CHAMPIONSHIP


  The BCA Rapid-Play Championship was held at the Marriot Hotel, Grantham, August 10th and 11th.  To provide an even number of competitors, British Chess Federation President, Gerry Walsh was invited to take part in the 5-round event.  Each player had 30 minutes to make all the moves.  Graham Lilley (St. Helens) and Colin Chambers (Cheltenham) scored 4 from 5, but Graham was slightly better on the tie-break and therefore won the trophy and the title of BCA Rapid-Play Champion 2002.  Gerry Walsh finished third on 3 from 5.





	Richard Murphy.





PERSONALIA





  Congratulations to Tyson Mordue who battled his way to tie for first place in the Open event at the recent Paignton tournament.  This was a tremendous achievement, especially as one of his scalps was that of a British Grandmaster.





SELF PROFILE


  I live in Sheffield and have done so for the whole of my 22 years.  I went to Tapton Mount School for the Blind (less than three miles from my home) and then went on to Tapton Comprehensive at the age of 12.  I have just completed a mathematics degree at Sheffield University and am now in the rather scary process of job-hunting.  I like statistics and so hope to get a job using figures but I'm still a bit vague about this.


  I joined the BCA when I was a boy and used to play in the Under 21 Championship.  I now enter tournaments whenever I can and have experienced a degree of success in the Minor section.  I should really consider entering the Open in future.  However, given that I have been playing chess since the age of about seven, I'm nothing like as strong a player as I feel I ought to be.  I thoroughly enjoy the way in which BCA tournaments are played and controlled and I have found people to be very friendly and helpful.  I much prefer over-the-board games to correspondence chess as I have more of a


n adrenalin rush when in the physical presence of an opponent and also due to the time factor.  I accept though that correspondence chess allows people the opportunity to play against players they would not otherwise come up against.  Hopefully e-mail and internet chess will mean that these chances c  My chess went through something of a lull for a few years until I started at university where I joined what was then a thriving chess club.  I made a number of great friends there and captained a team for three years in the Sheffield and District League.  Teams consist of six players with each 


player having one hour to make 30 moves.  The clocks are then put back 15 minutes for the completion of the game.  During my time in charge we were relegated twice but promoted in between!  Sadly, the club is now in decline as students seem to prefer to devote their leisure time to less brain-demanding exercises.


  I am a very keen cricket follower and like to play the game with friends when the weather is fine.  I also like most other sports and a wide variety of music which I listen to mainly on the radio.  I have an elder sister who lives in Bristol; my mother is a ward sister at a cancer hospital and my father is a prep school teacher.





	Mark Kirkham.





PROFILE - SEAN O'BRIEN





  Whether he is in desperate need of material, or merely wishes to increase the size of this issue of the Gazette, your editor has asked me to give a short profile of myself.  Had he asked for a profile of my playing success, it would take up almost half a line.  I learnt to play chess while a junior at Linden Lodge, and I must say I received great encouragement to learn the game from a now deceased BCA member, Frank Oliver.  My claim to fame on the chessboard in those days, indeed it still is, was when I went 12 games unbeaten, winning ten and drawing two, a feat I have never come anywhere near repeating.  I carried on playing while at the RNC and later when I joined the Inland Revenue, I joined their chess team.  I joined the BCA in the early '70s and very soon found myself playing in the Six Nations Tournament in Switzerland; not I may say as a result of my playing strength but simply because I was one of the four players who were prepared to make up the team.  In 1977 I took over the role of Tournament Director from one of the doyens of the BCA, Les Brown.  I well remember travelling down to Windsor with my late wife Pat to be briefed 








SCOTTISH DISABLED CHESS CONGRESS


Best Played Game Prize





  I. Cobb - S. O'Brien (NI)1 d4 Nf6 2 e3 d5 3 Nc3 e6 4 Nf3 Bb4 5 Bd2 c5 6 Na4 Bxd2+ 7 Nxd2 cxd 8 exd 0-0 9 Bd3 Nc6 10 c3 e5 11 Nb3 e4 12 Be2 Qc7 13 0-0 Re8 14 c4 Qf4 15 Qd2 Qf5 16 Nc3 Qg6 17 Qe3 Ne7 18 Qg3 Qh6 19 h3 Nf5 20 Qh2 Nh4 21 cxd Bd7 22 Nc5 Bc8 23 Nb5 Nxd5 24 Bc4 Nf4 25 Nc7 Bxh3 26 Nxe8 B


xg2 27 f3 Nh3+ 28 Qxh3 Bxh3 29 Rf2 Nxf3+ 30 Kh1 Bf1+ 31 White resigns








OBITUARY





  It is with great regret that I have to report the death of another of our members.  Oliver Sproson passed away in hospital on 6th July at the age of 73.  He suffered two massive heart attacks within the space of 24 hours.  Oliver was well known to many of our members through the medium of chess correspondence: but only a few had met him once when he attended a North-v-South match in Birmingham in the early 1980s.  He was making a tape to a chess correspondent when his first heart attack occurred.  Only five days prior to his death he had made a very eloquent and positive contribution to the round robin tape of which he had been a member for several years.  He was the winner of the 8th British BCA Chess Correspondence Championship.





  He had a subtle sense of humour, and his postal chess moves were often enlivened with puns or other witticisms which made it a delight to be his adversary.  When playing opponents abroad he would go to some length to learn enough of the appropriate language!  Oliver was evidently a bright pupil at school.  He went on to become an industrial designer.  Although he was a victim of poliomyelitis and largely confined to a wheelchair, in his working days he devised a method of walking which enabled him to travel to work.  He was also deaf and had limited vision.  When his sight completely failed he taught himself to use a Braille micrometer which allowed him to continue with inspection work at the factory and so prolong a working life for several years.  When he retired twenty years ago, he broadened his interests for reading, gardening - he had a fine vegetable garden - and of course correspondence chess.  He was a shrewd player, and consistently maintained a respectable BCF grading.





  Oliver's wife, Margaret, and their son, Frank, and daughter, Sandra, gave this most determined of men their devotion and support: we send them our sincere condolences.


  A donation has been sent from BCA to the British Polio Fellowship, in grateful memory of Oliver's life.


	Editor.








LETTER TO THE EDITOR





  Dear Editor,  I was most surprised to read in the May Gazette such a small obituary to Bill Burgham.  I had prepared this letter for the August edition, but I understood from the grapevine that the news of his death was received very late and would go under Stop Press and that a fuller report would appear in the next edition.


  However, as this was not the case, I would mention that Bill was the organiser of the Ladder Table until his retirement in the mid 1990s - the Ladder Table then being far more popular than it is today.  Bill gave a great deal of help to new members, especially in showing them how to carry out correspondence chess, to do Forsyth diagrams besides encouraging them in their chess and helping them a lot in their moves and openings.





  I understand that Bill also gave a great deal of help in the International Chess Congress at Hastings in the early 1980s.


  Bill was also a keen musician and he used to play carols in Sunderland at Christmas time on his organ, of which I have a tape.


  I am sure that there must be much more in the archives of the BCA about Bill's help in the past.


	Yours etc.


	Geoff Patching.





Editor replies:


  It is always reassuring to receive feedback from readers.  Perhaps your editor did not cast the net sufficiently wide to acquire a fuller obituary: I am grateful to our correspondent for partially making up for this omission.








BCA JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 2002





  The BCA Junior Championship last took place at the Sitwell Arms, Renishaw, in 1999.  I am pleased to say that the event has been restored to the BCA's calendar this year: no doubt due to Stan Lovell's endeavours!  The tournament was held in July at RNIB New College Worcester.  Eight juniors took part, all students at the college, their ages ranging from 13 to 17.  I looked after the tournament with help from my wife, Celia, and Matthew Hewitt - Matthew was, of course, a regular competitor in this event when he was a junior.  Mr. David Spybey, the master in charge of chess at the college, was a great help.





  I am glad to report that all the junior competitors have joined the BCA.


  We had a visit from the media, both radio and newspaper, to interview the players.


  The format was an all-play-all, and it was impressive to watch the players with no previous experience of using a clock take to it so readily.


  17 year old Yan Kit Chan won all his games; 15 year old Simon Ledwith was second with 5 points; followed by 14 year old Robin Williams on 4.5; Alastair Irving and Adam Pritchard 3.5; Lee Clarke 2.5; Richard Claridge 2, and Kerry Nichols 0.


  After the last round I gave a talk to encourage the players, mentioning their strengths and any weakness that I had detected.  I told them that they all seemed to be playing better as the tournament progressed.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable and successful event.


	Peter Gibbs.





2002 BCA JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP


IRVING V. CHAN


Sicilian Defence





1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd 4 Nxd4 e5





This move occurs in several Sicilian variations.  Black voluntarily giving himself a backward d-Pawn in return for free piece play.





5 Nb5 Bd7





After this, White should grab the d-Pawn with 6 Nxd6+.  Correct instead is 5 ...a6 pushing the Knight away first.





6 Bc4 Nc6 7 Nbc3 Nf6 8 Be3 Be7 9 0-0 0-0 10 Qd3 a6 11 Nxd6 Bxd6 12 Qxd6 Ng4 13 Bc5 Re8





An interesting alternative here is 13 ...Qh4 14 h3 Nf6 and White's h3-Pawn could become vulnerable to attack.





14 Rad1 Nf6 15 Na4 Be6 16 Nb6 Bxc4 17 Nxc4 Nxe4 18 Qd5





White has a very comfortable game after instead 18 Qxd8 and 19 Bd6.





18  ...Qxd5 19 Rxd5 Nxc5 20 Rxc5 Nb4 21 Re1





There is nothing wrong with 21 Rxe5.





21 ... Nxc2 22 Rc1 Rad8 23 Nxe5





Instead, 23 Rxc2 ends the game abruptly as there is a back row mate.  Still best is 23 Rxe5, after the move played, 23 Nxe5, Black could play 23 ...b6 attacking the Rook which is protecting the Knight.





23 ...Nb4 24 Nc4





Under time pressure, White begins to crack.





24 ...Nxa2





Even stronger is 24 ...Nd3 forking both Rooks.





25 Ra1 b5 26 Ne5 b4 27 Re1 Rd2 28 Nf3 Rxe1+ 29 Nxe1 g6





And Black soon won the ending.





	Peter Gibbs.








BCF GRADES 2002/2003


Published 1st August 2002


  (Please note, these are the official grades used by BCA and other tournament organisers for seeding purposes.)


  (Ass.) indicates associate member and R# indicates rapid-play grade.


  Andrews (ass.) 116, Armstrong 142, Barbour 8, Benson 162, C. Brown 43, R. Brown 33, S. Brown 96, Burnell 150 R122, Busbridge 41, Cash 19, C. Chambers 159, D. Chambers (ass.) 136, Cloudsdale (ass.) 140, Cohn 121, Collisson 38, A. Davey 77, Doyle 145, Drewell 39, Fisher 138, Gailans 84, Gallacher


 84, Gallagher 126, G. Garnett (ass.) 92, J. Garnett (ass.) 158, P. Gibbs (ass.) 163, Gordon 91, S. Hall 45, Harrington 15, Hartley (ass.) 144 R150, Hodges 22, Hodgkins 108 R118, Jenkins 138, Kirkham 92, Leonard (ass.) 85, Lidstone 25, Lilley 168, Littlewood (ass.) 189, Loftus 128, Lovell 123, Mc


Elroy 125, Mordue (ass.) 203, R. Murphy (ass.) 90 R77, Osborne 39, Patching 41, Perham 86, Phillips 76, Plechaty 81, Price 76, Ross 175 R176, Smith (ass.) 77 R79, Sobers 79, Spink 50, Thacker 107, Walsh (ass.) 109, Waters (ass.) 91, Watkins 50, Whitehouse 70, Whittle 148, Wragg 123.


  Congratulations to Mark Kirkham who increased his grade by the exceptional increase of 40 points.  Congratulations also to Chris Ross who takes over as the highest graded blind player in the country after a reign of nearly 20 years by Graham Lilley.  Grades provided by Julie Leonard from the BCF grading list.





	Stan Lovell.








TOWNEND'S TEASER





  You have a 5 x 5 squares board.  You have 5 Queens and 3 Pawns.  You can move the pieces and Pawns as you wish, colours do not matter, but you must place the Pawns so that they are not endangered by the Queens!


	Charles Townend.





All correspondence on this conundrum direct to Charles Townend whose address is in the membership list.





