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EDITORIAL





  Surprise, surprise: when your issue of the November Gazette lands on your doorstep in October, you may well exclaim with Hamlet: "The time is out of joint." yet all this is due to the accelerated work schedule at our friends in the Braille production unit of the RNIB.


  In this magazine your secretary gives a call to arms delivered straight from the shoulder; there is some rather gloomy writing from the tournament director; a lively account of the recent British Championship, and plenty to think about for next year in UK, Ireland and Holland.


  Readers will notice that this edition of the Gazette is rather slim, so if you want more of interest for the February publication please let me have your contributions by January 10th.


  Meanwhile, on behalf of your committee members I send you an early but sincere good wish for a Merry Christmas and all that is good in the coming year.


	Peter Price.








SUBSCRIPTION TIME!





  2001-2002 membership fees: may I remind members who pay annually that the subscription is due on 1st October 2001.  Full membership fee is £7, with under 21s paying £3.50.  Remittances should be made payable to "Braille Chess Association" or "BCA" and sent to me as soon as possible.


  Life membership subscription is £70.


	Wendy Holmes.








NOTES FROM THE HONORARY TREASURER





Millennium Club Winners


  July, no. 18, Shirley Watkins;


  August, no. 19, Graham Parry;


  September, no. 13, Geoff Long.


  Thank you for your continued support.  If anyone wishes to subscribe to the millennium club, contact me for further details.





  BCA t-shirts, sweat shirts and polo shirts make ideal Christmas gifts for family and friends.  If you wish to purchase an item, or require further details, please contact me.


	Wendy Holmes.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS


  All congresses run by BCA are open to all visually handicapped players, members and non-members, our AGM tournament and autumn tournament are also open to our sighted associate members.  Points scored in BCA events by disabled players count in the Terence Chapman Disabled Prix.  Blind and partially sighted UK residents who participate in our events and who are under the age of 21 receive free entry and significantly reduced rates of accommodation.





  Booking conditions.


  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender written on the back.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.


  The entry fee and cost of accommodation in full should be sent to the organiser or BCA treasurer by the advertised closing date.  Late entries and bookings are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 penalty per person.


  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs


  1st to 3rd March 2002.  Annual General Meeting and five round Congress.  Midland Hotel, Derby.  Less than 100 yards from Derby rail station.  In addition to the annual general meeting which will take place on the afternoon of Saturday 2nd March there will be a five round tournament including an


 Open section and a Minor section for those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast, £37 per person per night if sharing or £40.50 in a single room.  When we visited the Midland Hotel a couple of years ago we found a warm w


elcome, good food and good standard of accommodation.  Coupled with its convenient situation so close to the rail station it is particularly suitable for those of us who sometimes find traveling a bit of a nightmare.  Closing date for entries 20th January 2002.  Organiser Stan Lovell.





  25th May to 1st June 2002.  BCA Minor Tournament.  St. Winifred's Hotel, Morecambe.  Entry £10 accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast £168 per person per week.  It is rare to be able to announce a lower price for a return visit to a hotel but this is my happy task on this occasion.  


We received nothing but praise for this friendly hotel from those who visited in May 2000 and we were left in no doubt that you wanted to return.  This event is for those whose grade or estimated grade is 130 or below.  It is an ideal opportunity for those who play their chess for fun and who consider themselves to be mere novices.  It is also an ideal opportunity for those who wish to mix their chess with a holiday right by the sea.  For those who want to improve their standard of chess there will be coaching geared to their level.  Bookings to David Hodgkins or Wendy Holmes by 31st March b








  Looking ahead.  Our Autumn Tournament next year will be held at the Elmbank Hotel, York from 8th to 10th November.  More details of this and of the rapid-play event and the candidates' event in the next issue.





	Stan Lovell.








FROM THE SECRETARY


  I would like to refer you to my article "Report from the Committee" which appeared in the August issue.  I wrote of our need to recruit and keep new members and of the need to bring in more young players.  I also asked for volunteers to help in various ways.  I have to admit that I have found it very disheartening that only one member responded with some quite stern criticism and some useful suggestions.  If you want your committee to maintain enthusiasm you must give it your encouragement and active support.  If all we get is, what appears to be, listless apathy how can you expect us to remain enthusiastic?  I am asking you to look again at "Report from the Committee" page 3 August issue.  See what we are trying to do and see if you can help.  Come along to the AGM and share in the discussions.  It's your organisation, why not show that you feel yourself part of it by joining us 


  During the past 40 years I have been a member of several organisations through good and bad times.  BCA has enjoyed a pretty good run with a gradual but solid development over the past 20 years.  We have now entered a trough.  Many of the stalwarts are in their 60's and 70's.  We are not getting young enthusiastic members to take over the running of the organisation.  Sadly we have lost some of our most loyal supporters and members through illness or death.





  I have not consulted the committee before writing this article.  I have taken the liberty, after 21 years' service on the committee, to issue this warning:


  If we do not succeed in recruiting more active members to revitalise BCA and if more of the existing members do not show more loyalty and give more encouragement and support, BCA is destined, in a relatively short period, to fade into insignificance.


	Stan Lovell.








IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT, 2002





  This event will be held at the Castletroy Park Hotel, Limerick, from Friday 11th to Monday 14th October.  The six-round Swiss will have a Major and a Minor section and will be open to all visually-impaired players and their guides.  Further details in the February Gazette.


	Philip Doyle.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT


NOVEMBER 2001





BCA 36th Championship


Premier Group.


Way - Sproson 1 - 0 (Nimzoindian) 22


Sobers - Sproson 1 - 0 (Queen's Pawn) 30


Whittle - Sobers 0 - 1 (King's Indian) 38


Wall - Sobers 0.5 - 0.5 (Sicilian) 25


S. Brown - Sproson 1 - 0 (Sicilian) 19


Sobers - Brown 0.5 - 0.5 (Sicilian) 29


Bryant - Sobers 0 - 1 27.


Group A.


Whitehouse - Couchman 1 - 0


Couchman - Hague 1 - 0.


Group B.


Spink - Price 1 - 0 (St George) 39


Collisson - Spink 0 - 1 25


Hares - Spink 0 - 1 30


Davey - Spink 0 - 1 38


Price - Hares 1 - 0 (Vienna) 22.





BCA League


  Division 1.  Position as in the May Gazette.


  Division 2.  Final positions appeared in the May Gazette.


  Division 3.  Hague 3.5 from 5, Bishop 2.5 from 5, Rathbun 2 from 3, Bryant 2 from 4, Hodgkins 1.5 from 4, Price 1.5 from 5.


  Division 4.  Positions as in the August Gazette.


  Division 5.  Still one result to come but as stated in the August Gazette, Derek Couchman and Brian Davey have gained promotion to division 4.





  No results to hand in either group of the 8th British Championship.  Latest positions for both groups appeared in the August Gazette.


  As will be seen from the above, results have slowed down from a trickle.  Unless matters improve within the next month (today being 24th September) it will be very difficult to sort out promotion and relegation for the new league starting in January.  Also, for the first time, there are no frie


ndly results to hand.  It is a matter of great concern that not only are numbers falling at our over-the-board tournaments but interest seems to be waning in our correspondence tournaments.








	Sean O'Brien, Tournament Director.











MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT





  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to


 contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.





  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address.


	David Hodgkins.





BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP 2001


A TERENCE CHAPMAN GRAND PRIX EVENT


  With its excellent facilities, comfortable accommodation, good food and friendly staff the Olde Barn Hotel, Marston, provided an excellent venue for this event which took place from 15th to 22nd September.  When giving my votes of thanks, however, I acknowledged that the isolated situation with no safe walks for those without a guide was something we need to bear in mind when arranging future events.  To some extent the problem was alleviated by two interesting trips provided by courtesy of South Kesteven Council.  One to a steam brewery specializing in fruit beers and another to Belton House, a stately home now run by the National Trust.  There were also a couple of shopping trips arranged for the non playing friends who were present.


  The tournament was the first running of the new system approved at the AGM earlier this year, with a premier group of 12 playing in a seven round Swiss.  The event was weakened by the absence of our number 1 Graham Lilley owing to ill health, Jack Horrocks and Matthew Hewitt, qualifiers who did not take their place, and Chris Ross starting a teaching diploma.


  A little spice was added to round 1 with top seed Colin Chambers losing to Norman Wragg.  Throughout the next rounds Mr. Reliable, Steve Burnell, seemed to be taking full advantage of Colin's poor start although Colin was soon working his way up through the field, and John Gallagher, David Hodgkins, Norman Wragg and Brian Perham were all giving a good account of themselves.  By the final round the two top seeds had opened a gap ahead of the field and they went into the round with Steve just half a point ahead of Colin.  Colin scored a comfortable win against Phil Gordon and Steve seemed to have built up an advantage against David Hodgkins but he failed to capitalize and was forced to accept a draw.





  The challengers' event proved to be equally competitive with Chris Brown, Geoff Patching and Mark Kirkham neck and neck throughout.  This event also ended in a tie with Chris, Mark and Geoff sharing first place.  The trophy awarded to the leading lady went to Chris Brown.  Final scores: Premier


: Burnell and Chambers 5.5 from 7, Gallagher 4.5, Lovell, Armstrong, Wragg, Hodgkins and Perham 4, Cohn 3.5, Gordon 3, Spink 1, Davey 0.  Burnell and Chambers declined the offer of a play-off for the title.  They will reign as joint champions throughout the next two years.  This was accepted by the arbiters and the tournament sub-committee.





  Challengers': Chris Brown, Mark Kirkham and Geoff Patching 6 from 7, Watkins 4, Collisson 3, Bob Brown 2, and Harrington 1.


  We gratefully acknowledge support from the Olde Barn Hotel, South Kesteven Council, the Sir John Eastwood Charitable trust, Melton Mowbray Building Society and our magnificent team of helpers.


	Stan Lovell.








LAST CALL FOR HAAKSBERGEN 2002


  The annual chess tournament in Haaksbergen will take place from Friday 19th to Monday, 22nd April 2002 and all those wishing to go should contact myself the organiser either by telephoning 01926 425 803 or writing to 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN, by the 31st December 2001 with their names and hopefully a sighted guide.





  Unfortunately, at present it is not possible to give a price for this trip, this is because the Stena Line price brochure for 2002 is not available until the end of December.


  Should you wish to make your own travel arrangements this is acceptable, but you still must notify the organiser of these details.


	David Hodgkins.








NEW CATALOGUE FOR BCA CASSETTE LIBRARY





  I am pleased to announce that your cassette library now has an up-to-date catalogue of books.  Please return tapes of the previous catalogue to me to avoid confusion.  This new catalogue is also available in large print.


Shirley Watkins.








NEW HOME FOR BCA BRAILLE LIBRARY





  Braille readers are asked to note that all BCA Braille chess books are now housed at RNIB's students' library.  To order, telephone RNIB 0845 7023 153.


	Editor.








BCA BAZAAR





  This is a BCA fund-raising enterprise.  If you have books or equipment you would like to get rid of, you are invited to advertise them in this column and to name a price.  A buyer sends the money to our Honorary Treasurer by way of a donation to the BCA.  On receipt of the donation the treasurer will notify you.  Your next move will be to send the items to the buyer.





  In this way you have parted with goods you do not need, the buyer will have acquired something he/she wants and the BCA will have benefited by a donation.


	Committee.

















A SEQUEL TO COLLISSON'S CONUNDRUM


  Readers will recall that in the August issue, Francis Collisson posed the question of the possible number of moves confronting each player after each has completed ten moves of a game, and no material has been taken.  This set me thinking and researching, and I am grateful to co-authors, Mike Fox and Richard James for permission to include the following extract from their enthralling book, "The Complete Chess Addict":


  "In the starting array, white has a choice of 20 moves, and black a choice of 20 replies, making a total of 400 possible positions after one move by each side.  After two moves by each side the number is 71,852.  In 232 of these positions white will have the option of making an en passant capture, so, theoretically speaking, the number should be 72,084, which may be reached in about 200,000 different ways.  After three moves the number of possible positions is somewhere over nine million.  If you wanted to reach every possible position after four moves, taking one minute each one, it would take you a matter of 600,000 years."





  As an ordinary mortal, I have to concentrate on making even one move when that clock is ticking!


	Editor.





