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EDITORIAL


  Writing this item in the middle of the humid heat of August seems a far cry from publication day in mid autumn.  However, the hurly-burly of chess and politics goes on, and in this issue, enter a new piece on the chessboard.  It is called the DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION ACT, (DDA).  At present th


is piece moves only slowly, and is a slow developer, but whether it will ever have the strength to jump over other pieces or merely remain a pawn never to become a queen, only the clock will tell.  Its presence has touched off some correspondence, in these pages.





  Also, and well worth your attention, your Honorary. Treasurer, Wendy Holmes, is offering you a draw which could prove a winner!


  I am repeating my warning made in the last editorial that, after the January 2000 issue, it is intended to publish future editions in May, August, November and February.


  Meanwhile, all contributions for the next Gazette must reach me by 10th November.


	Peter Price.








A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER


  Members will be pleased to know that the association has been able to maintain the annual subscription at £5.00.  May I remind those who do pay annually that the subscription is due on the 1st. of October, 1999.  Remittances, to be sent to me, should be payable to Braille Chess Association or, 


alternatively, BCA.  If anyone wishes to pay by direct debit, please contact me so that I may provide the necessary information.





  By the way, if anyone wishes to become a life member, the amount payable is £50.


	Wendy Holmes (Treasurer).








BCA - INTO THE MILLENNIUM!





  Would you like to help raise funds for the association and give yourself a chance to win £50 every month?


  To help continue the success of the association, we would like to establish a monthly draw commencing in January 2000 with the lucky winner receiving £50.


  All you need to do is pay £1 per month (£12 by standing order in January annually) and, as they say: "It could be you"!


  If you and your family and friends are interested please contact me on 01484 515 209 or Stan Lovell on 0113 260 0013 for an application form.


  The more members - the more prizes!


	Wendy Holmes - Treasurer








FORTHCOMING EVENTS


  12th to 14th November "Ted Williams Memorial Tournament".  Grosvenor House Hotel, Charter Square, Sheffield.  Although the closing date for the booking of accommodation was 30th September some accommodation may still be available if you hurry.  All bookings must be made through the organiser an


d not with the hotel.  Entry fee £8, closing date for entry 20th October.  Cost of accommodation after 30th September on half board basis £34.50 per person per night plus £4 for late booking.  The event will be the usual autumn tournament format: 5 rounds Swiss system with an Open event, and a Mi


nor event limited to those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  As this event is also open to sighted players it is an opportunity for you to encourage your sighted chess playing friends to join you.  A half point bye may be requested in any of the first four rounds.  Such requests mus


t be








* * * * * *


  24th to 26th March 2000.  Annual General Meeting and Congress.  Royal Angus Thistle Hotel, Birmingham.  Cost of accommodation £34 per person per night.  Entry to the Open or Minor event for all visually handicapped players and associate members of BCA £8.  Closing date for entry and for booking


 accommodation 31st January.  Entries and bookings after that date carry a £4 penalty.  The AGM tournament will have an Open event and a Minor limited to those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  Organiser Stan Lovell.


  Annual General Meeting, Royal Angus Thistle, Birmingham 1:45 p.m. Saturday 25th March 2000.  Items for inclusion on the agenda should reach the secretary by 20th January.  All members of the committee retire but are entitled to seek re-election.  We are still seeking a member able and willing to take on the role of fund-raising officer.  Such a person would co-ordinate BCA fund-raising efforts and liaise with Julia Scott our fund-raiser.  Further details including the terms of reference for this post can be obtained from the secretary.  Please note.  Associate members are entitled to submit motions and vote on all matters except amendments to the constitution or dissolution of the association.





  20th to 27th May 2000.  BCA Minor Tournament.  St. Winifred's Hotel, East Promenade, Morecambe.  Entry fee £8.  Cost of accommodation on half board basis £175 per person per week.  7 rounds, one game per day including free coaching.  We will start taking bookings for this event from 1st January 2000.  Full details in the January issue.








  Note.  Blind and partially sighted participants under the age of 21 receive free entry to BCA events and pay £10 per day towards the cost of accommodation unless otherwise stated.  This is due to the generosity of the John Spedan Lewis Foundation.


  Points in BCA events count in the "Onyx" disabled prix.


  All payments should be made in full to the named organiser by the specified date.


  Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or BCA.  Please note: Blind Chess Association is not correct.


  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it organises.





	Stan Lovell.








NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY


  Braille Library.  I am now the custodian of the BCA Braille library.  Books are available on free loan to BCA members resident in the British Isles and this, of course, includes the Irish Republic.  I can provide members with a list of books available and I am intending to prepare a list containing slightly more details than at present including such information as the type of notation used.  This should be available by the time you receive this issue of the Gazette.  If any member has a book out on loan from the library at present will you please let me know.


  International events.  We continue to receive invitations from open events from many countries.  In most cases these invitations arrive too late for inclusion in the Gazette.  I can only repeat my previous offers which have met with little response.  I am prepared to compile a list of those who would like to receive such invitations and I would assume this would imply that they might be interested in attending some of these events.  I must make it clear though that all I can do is pass on the invitation as I receive it.  I am not prepared to carry out further enquiries or to arrange the travel or booking.  We also receive regular circulars of information from IBCA which often includes results of events in other countries and advanced information of forthcoming international events.  There is too much to include in the Gazette but I am prepared to send copies to any member who woul


  Finally, may I respond to a member who claimed that the committee has a northern bias in its policy with regard to the choice of tournament venues.  During the past 20 or so years Sean O'Brien and I, greatly assisted by Pat and Jan, have spent thousands (yes thousands) of hours seeking out venues for BCA events.  We have a number of requirements which the hotel must meet and then it must all be at a price affordable by our members.  The price of southern hotels and particularly south eastern hotels is normally between 25 and 35 per cent above the price of similar hotels in most other parts of the country.  College and university halls of residence offer less facilities at a higher price.  Our former chairman, Alec Crombie, suggested that the best policy for weekend events would be to seek out centrally based hotels which would equalise the distance of travel for those at either en


	Stan Lovell.


Apology.  The closing date for entry to the British Championship was 20 July as given in the April issue and not 30th June as incorrectly given in the July issue.  Any member who sent the extra £4 before 20th July is entitled to a refund or to deduct it from the fee for the next tournament entered.  I apologise for any concern or inconvenience caused.





	Stan Lovell.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT





  So, we've reached the last tournament director's report of the century.  No, I'm not going to review the century, someone else can have a crack at that.  As always, I shall merely concentrate on the last batch of results to be received.  Before doing so, can I remind you that all games in the BCA League and 7th British Championship must be completed by 31st October.








35th BCA Championship


  Premier:


Whittle - Price 1 - 0 QP 23


Wall - Whittle 1 - 0 QGD 25


Sproson - Price 1 - 0 Cat


Sobers - Whittle 1 - 0 Pirc 33


Sobers - Bryant 1 - 0 no details


Sobers - Wall 0 - 1 QP 30


  Group B:


Innes - Couchman 1 - 0


S. Brown - Innes 1 - 0 KGD 20


Couchman - Brown 0 - 1 Sic 31





BCA League


  Division 1:


D. Gibbs - Crombie 0 - 1 RL 19


Atherton - Gibbs 1 - 0


McElroy - Sproson 1 - 0


Schaefer - McElroy 0 - 1


McElroy - Barry 1 - 0


Gibbs - McElroy 0 - 1


Position as at 9th August.


Crombie 4 - 5, McElroy 4 - 4, Sproson 2 - 4, Schaefer 1 - 2, Gibbs 1 - 4, Barry 0 - 5.


  Division 2:


Phillips - Brown 1 - 0


Brown - Way 0.5 - 0.5


Hodgkins - O'Brien 1 - 0 Bishop's Opening 44


Final table:


Way 4 - 5, Brown 3.5 - 5, Phillips 2.5 - 5, O'Brien 2 - 5, Hague 1.5 - 5, Hodgkins 1.5 - 5.


Congratulations to John Way and Stephen Brown on gaining promotion.


  Division 3.


Winkworth - Townshend 1 - 0 35


Bishop - Spink 0 - 1 QGD 69


Final table:


Perham - 4.5 - 5, Price 3.5 - 5, Spink 3.5 - 5, Bishop 2 - 5, Winkworth 1 - 5, Townshend 0.5 - 5.


Congratulations to Brian Perham and Peter Price on winning promotion and commiserations to Derek Spink on losing out on the tie-break.


  Division 4:


No results.


Position as in July Gazette.


  Division 5:


Farrant - Davey 0 - 1


Cuthbert - Davey 1 - 0


Cuthbert - Cohen 1 - 0


Farrant - Cohen 0 - 1


Wood - Potter 1 - 0


Farrant - Wood 0.5 - 0.5


Cohen - Patching 0 - 1


Davey - Patching 0 - 1 Phil 35


Position as at 9th August.


Patching 8 - 8, Collisson 3.5 - 5, Cuthbert 3 - 5, Wood 3 - 5, Cohen 2.5 - 7, Davey 2 - 5, Farrant 1 - 7, Parry 0 - 1, Potter 0 - 4.


Congratulations to Geoff Patching on winning this division but we do not know yet who will be joining him in division 4.





7th British Championship.


No results to hand in either division.  Still a number of results to come in.





Friendlies


Sproson - Spink 0 - 1 QGD 58


Potter - Davey 0 - 1 GP 37


Collisson - McTavish 0 - 1


Sobers - Patching 0 - 1 Phil 56


Table: Patching 39, Gibbs 34, Atherton 28, Sobers 27, Spink 18.





	Sean O'Brien, Tournament Director.








MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT





  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines.  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA they should notify the secretary, Stan Lovell.  However, if you simply have a change of address - however slight - or wish to change the medium by which yo


u receive information, then you should contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.  Obviously for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to also notify their opponents of any changes to their address.





	David Hodgkins.





PERSONALIA





  Readers will be sorry to learn of the death of Mary Gallacher at home, on 6th July, aged 62 years.  The diagnosis of cancer was made on 10th May.


  Mary was known to many of us as a cheery friend and guide at BCA gatherings: how she will be missed.  We send our sincere condolences to Eric and his family.  Also the BCA has lost Peter Sheehan who died recently after a protracted and debilitating illness.  Despite his increasing handicaps, Peter enjoyed his Irish and country and western music, and he played a fair game of chess in the association in earlier years.  To Marie and family we send our sincere condolences.





	Editor.








HAAKSBERGEN, THE FRIENDLY TOURNAMENT


  In this event blind players and their guides from several countries in Europe are invited to spend a weekend as guests of the friendly inhabitants of Haaksbergen, a small town in Holland.  A three round chess event is open to blind players and sighted friends.  Accommodation is provided in the homes of the townsfolk.  The dates of the 2000 event are day of arrival Friday 14th April, day of departure Sunday 16th April.  Please contact Stan Lovell before 31st December if you are interested in joining the BCA party.  You will then be notified of the cost and travel arrangements.  A few members have private arrangements with their host families and make their own travel arrangements.  This is fine as long as their arrival times and departure times are acceptable to the Dutch organisers but please let the secretary know of your arrangements.





	Stan Lovell.








RESULTS FROM HAAKSBERGEN 1999





  In the weekend tournament, each member played three games:


  Gerry Walsh 2.5, Chris Ross 1, John Gallagher 1, Geoff Brown 2.5, David Hodgkins 3, George Plechaty 2, Derek Spink 2.5, Steve Williamson 1, Francis Collisson 2.5, George Phillips 1, Brian Perham 3, Geoff Patching 1.5, Steve Eastwick-Field 0.5, Steve Thacker 1.5, Mike Murphy 2.


  I am indebited to ace statistician John Gallagher for this information.


	Editor.








BRITISH UNDER 21 CHAMPIONSHIP


	


  Final scores: Chris Ross 5 from 5, Matthew Hewitt 4, Rachel Hall and Mark Kirkham 3, Ahsan Ali and Edward Green 2.5, Javaid Ali and Robert Dale 2, Luke Hewitt 1.  Once again the Sitwell Arms with its excellent friendly management and staff proved to be just the right venue for this event.  The fine weather made it possible for the usual cricket sessions organised by Frank Kirkham in which the ball seemed to spend as much time in the brambles and nettles at long leg as it did on the pitch.  Controller Peter Gibbs was pleased with the all round improvement in the standard of play.  A prize to the person who had made the greatest improvement, he said, would have gone to Rachel Hall.  We all know well the playing strength of Chris Ross and Matthew Hewitt but the following game is an example of the improvement that Peter mentioned.





Edward Green v. Robert Dale


Edward had the white pieces.


1 e4 e5


2 Nf3 Nc6


3 Bc4 Nf6


4 Nc3 d6?


  (This allows Ng5 giving white a strong game, better for black is Bc5 Bb4 or Be7.)


5 00 Be6


6 Bd3


  (Better here is Bb3 or even Bxe6.)


6 black Qd7


7 b3 d5


8 exd Nxd5


9 Nxd5 Bxd5


10 Re1 f6


11 Bb5 a6


12 Bxc6 Bxc6


13 d4 Bd6


  (Now 14 d5 Bc5 15 c4 wins the bishop but Edward had other ideas!)


14 dxe fxe


15 Nxe5 Bxe5


16 Rxe5+ Kd8


17 Bg5+ Kc8


18 Qe2 Re8?


  (This was a losing move but I cannot find a good defence to the white attack.)


19 Rd1


  (Excellent move.)


19 black Rxe5


20 Rxd7 Rxe2


21 Rd8 check mate.


  A nice finish by Edward which many more experienced players would have been pleased to bring off but no disgrace to Robert Dale our newest young member who along with these other young players may soon be giving us oldies a hard time.


	Stan Lovell.





  Below is given the "crunch" game in this tournament; lack of space prohibits analysis.


M. Hewitt v. C. Ross


London system


1 d4 e6


2 Nf3 d5


3 Bf4 Bd6


4 Bxd6 cxd6


5 e3 Nf6


6 c4 dxc4


7 Bxc4 00


8 00 b6


9 Nbd2 d5


10 Bd3 Nc6


11 Ne5 Nxe5


12 dxe5 Nd7


13 f4 Nc5


14 Bb1 Ba6


15 Rf3 f6


16 exf6 Qxf6


17 Rh3 g6


18 Nf3 Rad8


19 Ne5 d4


20 Bxg6 hxg6


21 Rg3 dxe3


22 Qh5 Bd3


23 Nxg6 Rf7


24 Ne5 dis ch Kf8


25 Rxe3 Rh7


26 white lost on time, but lack of time was apparently causing both players to make errors.


	Editor.








ANNUAL THEME BREAK


  The seventh annual theme break, organised by the GDBA, will be held at the Cliffden Hotel, Dawlish Road, Teignmouth, South Devon TQ14 8TE, tel. 01626 770 052, fax 01626 770 594, from 5th to 12th February 2000.  Whether a person has a guide dog or not, the charge is the same - £180 per person for the week half board.  I understand that bookings are coming in fast to the hotel, and I do suggest that anyone who would like a week's chess in quiet surroundings with first class accommodation, good cuisine and the opportunity to re-kindle old friendships and make new friends should contact the hotel as soon as possible.  The overall tuition for the week's them break is in my hands, and I look forward to seeing many BCA members there.





	Peter Gibbs.








BCCL TEAM INTERIM REPORT


  By the time the Gazette appears, play will have ceased at the end of September for the BCA representatives who are playing correspondence chess in the Premier division of the British Chess Correspondence League.  There are eight players taking part, four associate members and four full members 


of the BCA.  So far, with seven of the sixteen games competed, we had one win, four draws and two losses: 3 points out of 7.





  It seems clear therefore that they are no this year in the running for promotion, nor indeed in danger of relegation.  I will put the final details of the BCA team results in the next edition.


	Peter Gibbs.








LETTER TO THE EDITOR





Sir,  Reading the July gazette, one gets the impression that, every now and again, officers forget that they are running an organisation of visually impaired people.  To begin with, there is no reference in the list of officers to a Braille librarian.  Even if the person in charge doubles up with


 another office both should be mentioned.


  Much more serious is the advert from the British Federation of Correspondence Chess: the editor welcomes the fact that "...we are approached by a mainstream organisation".  But what is the point, unless the secretary is able to tell us to what extent, if at all, the federation is willing to amend its rules to allow print-handicapped players to participate on equal terms?  Will BCA members be able to play their games on tape and will the federation publish its literature in that medium?  If not, BCA members who have no sighted assistance are going to be discriminated against.


  This is becoming a live issue, once the service provisions of the disability discrimination act come into force.  It should also impact on the "close relations", the editor says, we have with the British Chess Federation.  Should this august body not at least be asked whether they would consider publishing SOME of their literature in alternative media?  It would certainly save us valuable volunteer time for recording material not otherwise available to our members.





	Hans Cohn.








RESPONSE FROM THE SECRETARY


  At the AGM earlier this year the constitution was altered and the post of Braille librarian is no longer a committee post.  This probably explains why the editor did not include it in the list of committee members.  I will ask the editor to include this post at the end of the list of committee 


members in future.





  "British Correspondence Chess Federation".  I did not receive the comments from Hans in time to obtain the views of this organisation to his complaint.  As a blind person without a sighted scribe to hand I have some sympathy with the views he has expressed.  I am not convinced, however, that it is reasonable to demand that ALL sighted correspondence players should be forced to play their games against blind players on tape.  Who, for example, is going to provide them with suitable tape recorders and recording equipment.  Furthermore I have my doubts if the present postal regulations covering free post via "articles for the blind" would apply in this situation.  Yes, I am aware that a degree of "bending of the rules" takes place but any extension on such a scale could work against the best interests of the concessions we have.  I should like to hear from any member who shares Hans'





  "British Chess Federation".  As reported in the July Gazette Gerry Walsh is co-ordinating efforts to improve the support for chess for people with disabilities.  During my time as BCA representative on the BCF council I have been trying to build bridges and perhaps repair damage done in the past.  Whilst I will always be prepared to fight for what is right I am also aware that mutual understanding and co-operation often achieves more than continual confrontation.  I sense a genuine desire for BCF to do better for disabled people than it has done in the past.  Gerry and I have already discussed many issues including the possibility of Braille and other mediums of communication.





  "Disability Discrimination Act".  Oh how often we have been filled with hope by the brave words and the pre election promises only to have our hopes cast down by the flabby watered down inastments.  I have yet to see evidence that the present government is different in this respect to all of the other governments since 1951.





	Stan Lovell.








