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EDITORIAL





  This edition is all about the three Rs: first, a rallying call from the chairman; second, results by the score; and third, a reminder that all contributions must reach me by November 5th for the next Gazette.


	Peter Price.








A NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN





  For a long time (certainly, I would say, from the mid 1980s up until very recently) the BCA was set apart from 


most other small organisations known to its active members by a truly remarkable spirit of good fellowship.  This 


is not and will not be lost, but there are now rumblings below the smooth surface which I should hate to see turn 


into serious problems.  Derek Spink’s article in the April Gazette touched on the presence of a less friendly 


atmosphere than we have come to expect, and the AGM was, for me, something of a baptism of fire.  However, 


thanks to the goodwill of most of those present, no bones were broken.  It is important, though, that I correct a 


statement made by your AGM reporter in the July Gazette.  A connection was made in his report between the 


retirement of Peter Gibbs from the post of treasurer and a dispute over expenses.  In fact, there was no such 


connection.  Peter had informed me in November last year that he no longer wished to continue as treasurer; his 


resignation had been accepted and our present treasurer, Charli, had been asked to stand for election prior to the 


meeting.  I should like to apologise to Peter for any unhappiness caused by this misunderstanding.


  Let’s see if we can’t return to the trouble-free BCA that we old hands know and love.  It would be an enormous 


pity if our newer members never experienced it.


	Clare Gailans.








A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER





  Members will be pleased to know that the association has been able to maintain the annual subscription at £5.00.  


May I remind those who do pay annually that the subscription is due on the 1st of October, 1998.  Remittances, to 


be sent to me, should be payable to Braille Chess Association or, alternatively, BCA.  I mention this because I still 


receive the occasional cheque made payable to the Blind Chess Association - and this does cause me some 


difficulties!  If anyone wishes to pay by direct debit, please contact me so that I may provide the necessary 


information.  By the way, if anyone wishes to become a life member, the amount payable is £50.00.


	Charli Goddard.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS





  BCA International Autumn Tournament.  Royal Angus Hotel, Birmingham.  13th/15th November.  Open and 


Minor events.  The closing date was 20th September but the organiser, Sean O’Brien, may be able to accept your 


late entry if you hurry.  Refer to the July Gazette or to Sean for further details.





  Annual General Meeting and Congress 1999.  This will take place at the Midland Hotel, Derby from Friday 12th 


to Sunday 14th March.  There will be an Open section and a Minor section limited to those whose grade or 


estimated grade is 80 or below.  Entry fee £8 (free to those under 21).  Dinner, bed and breakfast £33 per night 


sharing twin or double room and £36 per night single room.  Visually handicapped UK residents playing in the 


tournament who are under the age of 21 pay £10 per night.  Closing date for entry 20 January 1999.  All bookings 


made after this date are subject to a £4 penalty.


  The Annual General Meeting will take place on Saturday 13th March at 2 p.m..  Items for inclusion on the 


agenda should be submitted to the secretary in Braille, print or on tape by 20th January.  All those booking for the 


weekend will receive taped copies of the officers’ reports prior to the meeting and taped copies of the minutes 


after the meeting.  Anyone not attending but wishing to receive these tapes should apply to the tape librarian, 


Shirley Watkins.


  The Midland Hotel is just a few steps from Derby main line rail station.  We feel that it will be a very 


comfortable and convenient venue for our AGM and congress.  We remind associate members that they are 


eligible to participate in this event.  Those seeking single rooms are particularly advised to book early and 


reminded that single rooms are allocated on a first come first served basis.





  British Championship 1999.  This will take place at the Swallow Hotel, Grantham from 4th to 11th September 


1999.  Grantham is particularly convenient for rail travellers being, as it is, so central.  The Swallow Hotel offers 


many facilities including a fine leisure centre with indoor swimming pool.  Further details in the January issue.





  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it organises.


	Stan Lovell.


  





NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY





  A working party has been considering the various options open to BCA to enable us to produce our information 


leaflets and to provide our members with information in the medium of their choice.  We considered seriously the 


possibility of purchasing the necessary equipment to set up “in house” transcribing facilities but, after very careful 


consideration we decided that, for the time being at least, we would be better advised to use the resources we have 


to set up a transcription fund which will cover the cost of producing our wide variety of leaflets and other 


information to members and to assist with the transcription of circulars and letters from the secretary and other 


committee members.  Thanks to the exceptional generosity of three of our members the BCA transcription fund 


has been set up with an initial balance of £4,000.


  Efforts to find suitable hotels for our tournaments continues to be one of our most exacting and time consuming 


tasks.  It is perhaps not surprising that many members have little idea of the amount of time and effort required 


before they arrive at a hotel for a BCA event.  It will, however, give you some indication of this never ending task 


when I tell you that more than 100 hotels were contacted in the search for a suitable hotel at a suitable price for our 


British Championship for 1999.  After many hours spent studying the replies and in telephone negotiations we 


finished with just two which could offer the facilities we require at the time we want and at a price near enough for 


us to start the bargaining process.


  We appreciate the suggestions we receive from members and we always follow them up.  Conference centres and 


universities do not normally have facilities suitable for us and they are always very much more expensive than the 


hotels we use.  It is almost impossible to find a suitable hotel in the south of England at a price we could begin to 


consider.


  For some time we have been providing tea and coffee during playing sessions from BCA funds.  Members may 


not, therefore, be aware that from around 40p when we started this practice the price has risen to around £1.50 per 


cup.  We estimated that this would cost BCA more than £1,000 from May 1998 to March 1999.  We have 


therefore decided to discontinue this practice as we feel that this money can be used better, for example, in 


subsidising the cost of the British Championship or other events.


  	Stan Lovell.








WORLD INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP





  Seven weeks of intensive BCA activity started when Chris Ross and Graham Lilley set off for the Czech 


Republic early in July for the world’s leading individual event for blind players.


  They were accompanied by Grand Master Neil McDonald and guide Geoff Ward.  After an uneventful flight to 


Prague they experienced an horrendous nine hour journey by train and other means to the town of Brno where the 


event was to take place.  The chess room throughout the event was hot and stuffy which left Graham, who had not 


been enjoying very good health, struggling.  In these circumstances Graham’s 4 from 9 was a brave effort.  Chris 


got off to a bad start losing his first two games but from there on he bounced back and finished very strongly with 


5.5  from 9.  Neil McDonald considered this to be a very promising result for Chris in his first major international 


event.  We hope to publish more from this event and perhaps a game or two in future issues.








BRITISH UNDER 21 CHAMPIONSHIP


FOR VISUALLY HANDICAPPED PLAYERS





  Eight young hopefuls took part in the 1998 event which was held at the excellent Sitwell Arms Hotel in the 


countryside of north Derbyshire.


  Matthew Hewitt started clear favourite in the absence of Chris Ross who he had run so close in the previous two 


years.  Matthew’s closest call was a tense match against Graham Parry which he just managed to win with seconds 


remaining on his clock.  Another promising performance was that of Mark Kirkham who turned in a solid result 


with 4 from 5.  In addition to the chess those present enjoyed a session of cricket organised by the Kirkham family 


and a quiz with arbiter Peter Gibbs as the genial quiz master.


  Final scores; M. Hewitt 5, M. Kirkham 4, L. Hewitt and G. Parry 2.5, E. Green and A. Wood 2, A. and J. Ali 1.


	Stan Lovell.








CANDIDATES TOURNAMENT





  It was 9 a.m. Friday morning when Andrew Gardener, who had just arrived at work, received the phone call to 


tell him that Stan Lovell had withdrawn from the Candidates due to his guide dog being ill.  Andrew took just a 


couple of minutes to collect his thoughts and say “yes” even though the event was to start that very evening.  Colin 


Chambers set a hot pace and finished comfortably in first place but the second and third qualifying places for the 


1999 British Championship were not decided until the final round when Matthew Hewitt took a draw with 


Andrew Gardener and John Gallagher beat David Hodgkins leaving John and Matthew to qualify for the two 


remaining places in the British, and David standing by in case there should be a withdrawal.


  The event was in the capable hands of arbiter Julie Leonard and the Chesterfield Hotel proved once again its 


suitability as a venue for BCA events.


  Final scores; Chambers 4, Gallagher 3.5, Hewitt 3, Hodgkins 2.5, Gardener 1.5, Carlin 0.5.








HAAKSBERGEN 1999





  Haaksbergen is a chess holiday in which visitors from Belgium, Germany and the UK live for a couple of nights 


with their friendly Dutch host families.  The event is so organised that blind and sighted players from the four 


countries, and further afield, play three games over the weekend against players of their own strength.  There are a 


number of social activities which contribute to the friendly atmosphere.  In this event playing strength is not 


important and it is one of the few events which give weaker players a chance to enjoy overseas competition.


  The party normally travels by sea and every effort is made to see that each blind person is accompanied by a 


sighted guide.  It helps if you can bring your own.


  The event in 1999 will be special as it is the 25th and it will take place from Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th April.  


Those who are interested should contact George Plechaty before 31st December.  George will 


give you details of the cost and of the travelling arrangements.  Please note that no-one can be booked into the 


party until their full payment has been received by the treasurer.








OBITUARY; JOSEF STRICZ





  Geoff Patching reports;


  Josef Stricz  joined the BCA recently as a result of failing sight.  He was a Hungarian who had been a lecturer at 


Budapest university in civil engineering.  He emigrated to the UK after the 1956 revolution, and settled in 


Wiltshire.  He obtained employment with the Wiltshire County Council in their roads department where he 


worked until retirement.


  He was a moderate chess player but never played serious chess, playing in the county council’s social club with 


keenness and some success.


  Following his deteriorating sight, he was put in touch with me and we had several chess games.  He also played 


at the University of the Third Age in Bath besides finding other local opponents.


  Josef was going to come to the Willoughby week but unfortunately he had a heart attack while swimming in a 


pool.  He still hoped to come to the autumn 97 tournament at Loughborough but his health declined and he died in 


January this year.


  Although not known to the BCA membership at large, it is good to speak of a man who would have acquitted 


himself well in a minor tournament, and who actively pursued his rehabilitation through the medium of chess. 








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT





  A quick reminder to those playing in the 34th BCA Championship that all games must be completed by 31st 


October.  Unfinished games can go for adjudication provided 35 moves have been made.  Any games which need 


to be adjudicated should be sent to me setting the position out clearly so that I can send the diagram on to the BCA 


official adjudicator.





34th BCA Championship





  Premier:


Bishop - Hodgkins 0 - 1 (QGD) 40


Brown - Way 0 - 1 (KP) 36


McElroy - Cohn 1 - 0 (Sic) 34


Atherton - McElroy 0 - 1 (Polish) 25


Way - Cohn 1 - 0 (Sic) 31


Wall - Atherton 1 - 0 (QGD) 28


Wall - Hodgkins 1 - 0 (Fr) 47 


Bishop - Wall 0 - 1 28


Atherton - Way 0 - 1 (KP) 26


Whittle - Way 0 - 1 (QP) 36


Way - Bishop 1 - 0 (QGD) 53


Bishop - Whittle 0 - 1 (QGD) 59


Sproson - Bishop 1 - 0 (C.K) 47


Wall - McElroy 0 - 1 (RL) 41


McElroy - Bishop 1 - 0 (GP) 37


Brown - Sproson 0.5 - 0.5 (Pet) 56.





  Position as at 18th July.


McElroy 9.5 - 10


Way 8 - 9


Wall 7 - 9


Whittle 4 - 9


Sobers 4 - 9


Cohn 3.5 - 9


Sproson 3.5 - 7


Hodgkins 3 - 6


Brown 2.5 - 9


Atherton 1 - 7


Bishop 0 - 7.


  Congratulations to Ernie McElroy on already making sure of winning the “Tylor” shield.





  Group A:


Innes - Hares 1 - 0


Phillips - Innes 1 - 0


Hares - Bryant 0 - 1


Couchman - Phillips 0 - 1 34


Couchman - Hares 1 - 0.


  Final Positions.


Bryant 3.5 - 4


Phillips 3.5 - 4


Couchman 2 - 4


Innes 1 - 4


Hares 0 - 4.


  Congratulations to Lionel Bryant on winning the group and commiserations to George Phillips on losing out on 


the tie-break.





  Group B:


Hague - Rathbun 1 - 0 (KP) 38


Patching - Rees 1 - 0 (GP) 38


  Latest placings.


O’Brien 3.5 - 4


Patching 3 - 4


Hague 2.5 - 4


Rathbun 2 - 3


Wood 0 - 3


Rees 0 - 4.





  Group C:


Potter - D. Gibbs 0 - 1 


Townshend - Potter 1 - 0


Price - Gibbs 1 - 0 (Colle) 38


Townshend - Price 0 - 1 (Sic) 48.


  Latest placings.


Price 4.5 - 5


Gibbs 4.5 - 6


Spink 3 - 6


Barry 2.5 - 4


Townshend 1.5 - 4


Parry 0 - 3


Potter 0 - 5.





BCA League


  Division 1:


Crombie - Sproson 1 - 0 





  Division 2:


Way - Hague 1 - 0 (Danish) 16


Hague - Phillips 1 - 0 (Sic) 24


Brown - Hague 1 - 0





  Division 3:


Bishop - Winkworth 1 - 0


Price - Perham 0 - 1 (Fr) 24


Spink - Price 0.5 - 0.5





  Division 5:


Patching - Farrant 1 - 0 (Alk) 18


Davey - Cohen 0 - 1 25.





7th British Championship.


  Premier Group:


Cohn - D. Gibbs 0 - 1 (Irr)


  Challengers:


Gallacher - Couchman 1 - 0 


Gallacher - Price 1 - 0 (GP) 18


Innes - Gallacher 0 - 1 (Sic) 44


Gallacher - Cohen 1 - 0 (GP) 16.





Friendlies


Patching - Couchman 0 - 1 (QP) 24


Wood - Patching 0 - 1 (Irr) 14.





Ladder Table


Davey 38, D. Gibbs 34, Patching 31, Sobers 27, Atherton 26, Spink 16.





  	Sean O’Brien.





  


BRITISH CHESS FEDERATION NATIONAL GRADES





  As published by the British Chess Federation 1st August 1998 - (A) denotes Associate member.


  A. Ali 35, N. Andrews (A) 109, W. Armstrong 155, P. Benson 156, P. Bond (A) 105, C. Brown 48, G. Brown 


(A) 153, R. Brown 37, S. Brown 104, S. Burnell 147, J. Busbridge 45, A. Campbell 50, G. Carlin 98, K. Cash 19, 


C. Chambers 155, J. Cohen 25, H. Cohn 125, F. Collisson 45, A. Crombie 141, P. Doyle 162, M. Draine 21, S. 


Eastwick-Field 107, P. Farrant 11, C. Fisher140, C. Gailans 27, V. Gailans 101, E. Gallacher 74, J. Gallagher 119, 


A. Gardener 92, G. Garnett (A) 88, J. Garnett (A) 161, P. Gibbs (A) 166, G. Glass 43, P. Gordon 102, R. 


Harrington 11, K. Harris 71, L. Hewitt 49, M. Hewitt 127, D. Hodgkins 122, J. Horrocks 127, J. Jenkins 112, A. 


Kelly 11, J. Leonard 89, J. Lidstone 23, G. Lilley 183, J. Littlewood 207, S. Loftus 136, S. Lovell 128, A. Mistry 


(A) 79, T. Mordue (A) 197, M. Murphy (A) 75, R. Murphy (A) 105, S. O’Brien 105, F. Oliver 100, J. Osborne 43, 


G. Parry 53, G. Patching 42, B. Perham 77, G. Phillips 91, G. Plechaty 98, P. Price 90, S. Rich 31, N. Richmond 


113, C. Ross 156, P. Sheehan 59, O. Sobers 85, D. Spink 79, S. Thacker 105, G. Walsh (A) 102, S. Watkins 49, 


M. Watts (A) 78, L. Whittle 149, M. Williams 54, G. Willis (A) 136, A. Wood 34, N. Wragg 144.





  Congratulations to Matthew Hewitt who has won the BCA grading prize for improving his grade from 100 to 


127. 


	





A NOTE FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY





  I would like to take this opportunity of reminding all members that if they do not appear to be receiving their 


copy of the Gazette in the correct medium, or not receiving a copy at all, then please do not hesitate to contact 


Peter Price, the Gazette editor, or myself immediately so that the problem can be resolved.


  If any member has a change of address, correction - however slight - or wishes to change the medium by which 


they receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either in writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, 


Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN or phoning 01926 425 803.


	David Hodgkins.








INTERIM REPORT ON BCA TEAM IN BCCL





  Peter Gibbs (Captain) writes:


  With only a month to adjudication, three-quarters of the results are now in for the BCA players comprising the 


team entered in the British Chess Correspondence League; and we have a 50 per cent result to date:-


Board 1: I have drawn both my games.


Board 2: Tyson Mordue has won both his games.


Board 3: John Wall has 1 - 1.


Board 4: Hans Cohn lost both games - although I hasten to add that he was playing John Dodgson, of the Hastings 


club, who I know is a very strong correspondence player.


Board 5: No results yet from Norman Andrews.


Board 6: Sean O’Brien lost both games.


Board 7: David Hodgkins once again has won both his games.


Board 8: One loss from Steve Eastwick-Field.


  We will not be promoted this year, neither shall we be relegated.  I have received fine co-operation from the 


players, and I would like to thank them in this my first season as captain.








WYMONDHAM 98





  Summarising a report by Francis Collisson.


  The BCA Minor tournament was held at the Abbey Hotel, Wymondham, during the last week of May.  A small 


town, nine miles from Norwich, Wymondham boasts a 12th century twin-towered abbey, a famous market cross 


and much old-world interesting architecture.


  The predominantly Victorian hotel provided us with superb accommodation with its spacious and comfortable 


rooms.  Paul Connor, the hotel owner, had gone to great lengths to ensure that our stay was really enjoyable and 


memorable.  Braille menus guided us through the marvellous cuisine; and copies of a tape had been produced in 


conjunction with the local Talking Newspaper giving a detailed survey of the local shops, banks and pubs.  The 


hotel staff were so friendly and courteous, and patiently coped with our individual requests especially in the 


dining-room.


  The chess room was filled to capacity with 16 players plus volunteers from the local club.  In some instances, the 


standard of play was of a very high order and did the BCA proud.  Peter Gibbs controlled proceedings with his 


customary genial but firm manner.  There was also coaching on some afternoons and one session very late into the 


night!


  Apart from the first evening round, play was confined to the mornings.  This arrangement allowed plenty of time 


to spend the rest of the day on private forays or planned events.  Some of us took a bus ride to Norwich to explore 


the cathedral and museum of the Norfolk Regiment; and there were walks along the banks of the River Tiffey into 


Real countryside.  A major talking point was the closing down sale of a nearby clothes and haberdashery shop, 


where items were marked down 75 per cent.


  On two consecutive afternoons two parties of our members were shown around the newly-opened local museum.  


On the final afternoon we had a delightfully informative inspection of the Abbey’s two organs.  The organist’s 


enthusiasm was infectious, and he urged us to handle and play first the little two-manual instrument, and then to 


climb the dark, spiral stairs to the organ loft to try the enormous 1793 organ.  Your Chairperson, Secretary and 


John Gallagher showed us their hidden talents!


  We spent a convivial evening in the Cross Keys Pub, where the welcome and goodwill was so evident.  The pub 


had achieved fame by raising funds, over the past years, for 14 guide dogs!


  Our sincere thanks go to the untiring efforts of Paul Connor and his hotel team; to Peter and Celia Gibbs for 


hosting an evening quiz in addition to the chess activities; and especially to Stan and Jan Lovell who put in such 


meticulous planning and hard work into organising this hugely successful week.


  This was a very happy occasion, and I hope we shall return to Wymondham.


	Francis Collisson.








Results of  the 7 round minor tournament





Gallagher 6.5 - 7


Gordon 5


Eastwick-Field, Price, Sobers 4.5


Brown S., Gailans V., Perham 4


Carlin, Phillips 3.5


Patching, Watkins 3


Collisson 2.5


Lidstone 2


Harrington 1


Cohen 0.5





Prizes: 1, Gallagher; 2, Gordon; 3, Eastwick-Field, Price, Sobers.  First category grading prize: Brown, Gailans, 


Perham; second category grading prize: Patching, Watkins. 








AN ENTHRALLING ENDGAME





  Peter Gibbs writes:


  John Gallagher was in fine form at the Minor Tournament held earlier this year, and won first prize with 6.5 from 


7.  His draw was against Voldi Gailans and the endgame position reached between them was quite a fascinating 


one, and I think members would like to go through the moves.  I daresay there are flaws in my analysis and 


comments, so please bear with me.





Gailans v. Gallagher





Diagram after white’s 33rd move:


6 spaces, black king, space


5 spaces, black pawn, black pawn, space


2 spaces, black pawn, space, black bishop, 2 spaces, black pawn


space, black pawn, space, black pawn, white pawn, 3 spaces


space, black bishop, space, white pawn, space, white bishop, 2 spaces


black knight, 2 spaces, white bishop, space, white knight, 2 spaces


5 spaces, white pawn, white pawn, white pawn


6 spaces, white king, space. 





33 for black Nc4.


  Maybe best is 33 for black c5 to activate his pawns.


34 Kf1 Ba5


35 Ke2 Bg4


36 h3 Bxf3+


37 Kxf3 Kf8


38 Bxc4 bxc4.


  Black dxc4 looks better giving black 2 passed pawns.


39 Ke2 Ke7


40 Bd2 c3


41 Bc1 f6 


42 Kd3 fxe


43 dxe c5


44 Ba3 Bb4


45 Bc1.


  This seems correct, for after 45 Bxb4 cxb4 46 f4 d4 47 Kc2 Ke6 white seems to be in Zugzwang.


45 black Ke6


46 f4 Kf5.


  The best chance for black is 46 black d4 in order to play black Kd5.  Should white prevent this by 47 Kc4 black 


plays c2.


47 g4+ Ke6


48 h4 g6


49 Be3 Ba3


50 Kxc3 d4+


51 Bxd4 cxd4+


52 Kxd4 Bc1


53 Ke4 g5


54 hxg hxg


55 f5+ Ke7


56 e6 Bb2


57 Kd5 Bc3


58 Kc6 Bb4


59 Kd5 Bc3 draw.





  Quite a fascinating endgame, I think you will agree.








RAPID REPORT ON RAPID-PLAY TOURNAMENT





  Thanks to superb controlling by Peter Gibbs, ably assisted by Richard Murphy, ten of us hurtled through six 


games - each player having 30 minutes on the clock - during the weekend of 22nd/23rd August at the Chesterfield 


Hotel.  Special thanks go to our tireless secretary, Stan Lovell, who masterminded this lively and enjoyable 


occasion.


  Results: first prize, Ross 5 - 6; second prize, Chambers 4.5 - 6.  Neither prizewinner was defeated!


Hodgkins and Lovell 3.5 - 6.


Brown S. and Thacker 3 - 6.


Gordon and Wragg 2.5 - 6.


Eastwick-Field 1.5 - 6.


Price 1 - 6.


	Peter Price.





