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Editorial

My thanks to Sean O’Brien for sponsoring the cost of this edition of the gazette.  I had a special thank you message put on the front of the print edition and at the beginning of the audio, and I tried to have the same message put on the front of the Braille edition as well.  If it did appear, it was put on in print, not in Braille as I’d asked.  This is the second time that something like this has happened. 

Recently the BCA got a welcome bit of good publicity.  Peter Gibbs tells me that Malcolm Pein highlighted Colin Crouch’s selection for the IBCA team being sent to the 2010 FIDE Olympiad in his Daily Telegraph column, and then gave a win of Colin’s against a P. Stimpson.  It’s always good to get the doings of BCA players out there to a wider audience.  I’m sure we’d also like to congratulate Peter on being re-elected President of the Midland Counties Chess Union.

Meantime I’d be grateful if people could let me have contributions for the November edition by Sunday 4th October.
Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming BCA Events

Note: Please study the booking conditions and procedures which follow these announcements; they have been updated to take account of the latest developments.

12th – 14th November 2010. International Autumn Tournament. The Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate.

There will be two five-round Swiss tournaments - an Open Tournament and a Minor Tournament for those whose grade or estimated grade is 100 or below.  Both tournaments are open to blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA.

Thanks to a generous donation from the Primary Club, the BCA has been able to provide an excellent subsidy for the Friday and Saturday Night.  The cost for members and associate members will be £35 per person per night for dinner, bed and breakfast regardless of room type.  The cost for non-members and those wishing to stay the Sunday night will be £50 per person per night.

Please note that anyone wishing to stay on Sunday night should notify the BCA when booking.  However, all payments for Sunday night accommodation must be made direct to the hotel on departure.

Payment for Friday and Saturday night accommodation and the £10 entry fee should be sent to Gill Smith by the closing date, Friday 17th September.  For this tournament the hotel requires full payment from the BCA four weeks in advance of our arrival.  This means that if for any reason someone has to withdraw at short notice, it will not be possible to refund their accommodation costs.

Any queries to the organiser, Steve Burnell, 16 Ridgewood Close, Leamington Spa CV32 6BW. 
Tel 01926 339900.  Email stephenburnell@ukonline.co.uk.

4th – 6th March 2011. AGM and Congress. The Midland Hotel, Derby. 

There will be two five-round Swiss tournaments - an Open Tournament and a Minor Tournament for those whose grade or estimated grade is 100 or below.  Both tournaments are open to blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA.  The tournament organisers, Mark Hague and Leigh Ryan, will provide more details in the next issue of the gazette. 

13th - 20th August 2011. British Championship for Blind and Partially Sighted. Red Lea Hotel, Scarborough. 
More details, including price, will appear in the November Gazette.

We used the Red Lea for the Stephen Eastwick-Field event in 2004, and those who attended found the hotel to be comfortable and very well situated close to the south shore with its renowned, beautiful gardens and the spa complex. 
Stan and Jan Lovell.

Booking Conditions and Procedures. 
Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 25 receive free entry and free accommodation when playing in BCA events.  In certain circumstances free accommodation is available to a parent or guardian of a visually impaired junior.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received by the treasurer or when the money has been received by the BCA bank.

Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the various hotels.  Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When sending your cheque to the treasurer, please include details of your booking requirements including:

1.  Single room, double room or twin room

2.  If you prefer a bath or a shower

3.  If you prefer a room in which you may smoke.  Please note many hotels now adopt a no smoking policy.

4.  If you will be bringing your guide dog.

5.  If you are on a special diet.

6.  If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift.

7.  If you are a wheelchair user.

8.  Any other special requirements.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may, of course, contact the organiser on any point.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment into the BCA’s account on-line or by direct bank transfer should make sure their payment is cleared by the closing date.  When this has happened inform the treasurer your payment has been made and include your booking requirements as above.

Gill may be contacted on 01454 885045, email: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.

Belgian Open 2010

Dear chess friends from far and near,

We invite you to our “19th Open Belgium Championship” 2010. 
The tournament will take place from Wednesday evening 10th of November (dinner included) till Sunday morning 14th of November 2010 (breakfast included).  On the 10th please aim to arrive in the Hotel before 5.30pm.  This is for organisational reasons.  Dinner will be served at 6pm sharp so that the first round can start at 8pm.
We are glad to invite you again to the “Hotel Zonnebloem”, Meeuwenlaan 2 - 8620 Nieuwpoort.  Hotel Zonnebloem is a quietly located holiday centre on the seafront of Nieuwpoort-Bad, next to the beach.

Directions. 
By public transport:  Take the train to Ostend.  Outside the station you can take the coastal tram to Nieuwpoort (40 minutes).  Leave the tram at the stop ‘Nieuwpoort-Zonnebloem’ and go towards the seafront. Then you will find Hotel Zonnebloem 100 metres further on to your left. 
By car:  Follow E40 (Brussels-Ostende), take exit 3 (Diksmuide-Nieuwpoort).  Follow N355 direction Nieuwpoort-aan-Zee (via Kinderlaan).  Past the fourth traffic lights (after approx. 5 kilometres), turn right (Franslaan) and then left (Meeuwenlaan).
The tournament will be played over 7 rounds according to the Swiss system.  The 7 rounds will be played on:
Wednesday 10th of November in the evening (1);
Thursday 11th of November in the morning(2) and afternoon (3);
Friday 12th of November in the morning (4) and afternoon (5);
Saturday 13th of November in the morning (6) and afternoon (7).

The final ceremony will take place on Saturday after dinner.  The tournament finishes on the Sunday after breakfast.

There is a prize fund of €300. Apart from that, there is a bonus of €2.50 for every game you win.  There will be cups for the winner of the Belgian Open Championship A and B for Visually Impaired, the Open Belgian Champion for the Sighted, the Champion of the BSFVG (Visually Impaired).

Accommodation: These prices are for en suite rooms and cover all meals:  
Double room €205 per person, Single room €290 per person.

If you have any questions or wishes, don’t hesitate to contact us at any time.  Guide dogs for blind people are allowed, but more as an exception rather than the rule.  The cost for the dog is €15.  If you want to take your guide dog with you, you have to contact Herman Jennen to avoid any problems on arrival.

You have to enter and pay before 10th September 2010.  You can do that by a bank transaction on bank account number of ARGENTA, account name B.S.F.V.G. , Zwijnaardesteenweg 197 , in B-9000  GENT.  For international payments to Belgium you will need the following numbers: BIC-nr: ARSPBE22  and  IBAN-nr:  BE50 9796 0873 4518.  You also need to send the registration form before 10th September 2010 (nicely filled in) to: Alex GEERINCK,  treasurer  B.S.F.V.G. ,  Zwijnaardesteenweg 197  te B-9000  GENT, or e-mail the form to alex.geerinck@pandora.be.

1. People who do a money transfer from abroad must meet all the bank costs themselves. Please take care that we get the right amount of money. Otherwise we will collect any shortfall during the tournament.

2. People shall be registered only after full payment has been made. Rooms shall be given after registration.

3. People who are registered but don’t show up will need to pay €50 cancellation fee.

4. Please keep to the deadline for registration. Our reservation in the hotel is based on this date. After September 10th, we can not guarantee that we will still have free rooms and/or for the same price.

For more information please contact: 
herman.jennen@skynet.be, tel: 0032 37-76-55-92, or nancy.crevits@belgacom.net, tel: 0032 14-32-35-37.

People will receive confirmation once they have been registered.  Later on you will get a letter/mail with final details.
We look forward to meet you in hotel Zonnebloem. 
Herman JENNEN, President of the  B.S.F.V.G. vzw.
All Under One Roof!

In this feature I include information about events where the accommodation and the chess playing area are all under one roof.  Please note: Castle Chess and Spectrum chess are dealt with separately by Gary Wickett.

An Event with a Difference!  First Jorvic Chess Congress.  Wednesday 1st to Friday 3rd September 2010. Wheatlands Lodge Hotel, York.  A six-round tournament with games being played from 10:30am to 12:30pm and 2pm to 4pm each of the three days, two hour playing sessions with one hour for each player.  Another innovation is the opportunity to analyse your games with an ECF accredited coach.  All included in the entry fee of £35.

Accommodation is available at Wheatlands Lodge Hotel, 75/85 Scarcroft Road, York YO24 1DD, tel: 01904 654318, email: info@wheatlandslodge.co.uk.  Accommodation should be booked direct with the hotel.  Quote: Chess Event.

The bed and breakfast rates are: Single £40 per night and sharing £35 per night. Dinner is available at £12.50.

Cheques for the entry of £35 should be made out to Jorvic Chess and sent to: Peter Cloudsdale, 5 Pear Tree Close Huntington, York YO32 5QZ.  Peter’s telephone number is: 01904 767177, email: Cloudsdale_c@hotmail.co.uk. 
Stan Lovell.

Castle Chess and Spectrum Chess

Gary had email problems so couldn’t send in an updated entry this time round.  I’ve therefore repeated details of the one event still relevant from the May gazette.

25th -26th September the Portsmouth Congress, the Hilton Hotel, Eastern Road, Farlington, Portsmouth, PO6 1UN. This is a Spectrum Chess event, run by Norman Went and his wife Yelena. Although the Portsmouth Congress traditionally is a six rounds Swiss Tournament, this year it will only be five rounds. There are three sections: Premier (grade 200 and below), Major (grade 160 and below), Minor (grade 120 and below).

For more information and to order an entry form please contact Norman Went on 01708 551617 or visit www.spectrumchess.com.

As Congress Coordinator for the BCA, if anybody would like to register their bookings for mainstream congresses, including overseas congresses (both mainstream and VI congresses), or if you would like to inquire about BCA attendance of any congress, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Gary Wickett. 

Forthcoming British Veterans Correspondence Championship

Peter Gibbs has sent me details of the forthcoming British Veterans Correspondence Chess Championship.  Entrants must be 60 or over on 15th October 2010.  The entry fee is £8, payable to Peter Gibbs and he can also accommodate those who wish to play by email.  You will have two games against each opponent, one with white and one with black, and, depending on numbers entering the event, you’ll have three or four opponents, so a total of six or eight games.  The closing date for entries is the end of September.

Norman Andrews, Stan Lovell and Peter himself have entered, so good luck to them and anyone else from the BCA who enters.  I’ll be asking for a report at the end of the event.

You can contact Peter by email at peterandcelia@ntlworld.com, or send a cheque payable to him at 11 Salisbury Road, Burbage, Hinckley, LE10 2AR. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Coaching Projects

As an essential part of the BCA's development, we are attempting to extend our coaching facilities that we offer our membership.  Naturally, to date, some other programmes have been initiated, but I wish to draw to your attention here two other projects that are currently occurring:

1. Coaching by Email.

At the present moment, we have a couple of volunteers, who would be willing to give coaching to people by email.  That is, you are able to communicate to your coach via email and get general tips on reading advice, game analysis etc.  Our volunteers will not charge for these services, but a small "thank-you" present, like a chess book or something would be appreciated.  If anybody is interested in receiving such coaching by email, then please contact me and I will make the necessary arrangements and put coach and student in touch.

2. Online Coaching.

We have attempted to get this service up and running for some time now.  We have used several methods, the latest being the for-the-people forum, which is an audible chat room service.  However, the administrators of this service have proved challenging and we are looking into other methods such as Skype.  Investigations are currently being made to figure out a way in which "conference" calls can be led and where, I, as main coach, can offer lectures and annotated games for free.  This would be a monthly service and anything and everything can be discussed.  Naturally, if nobody has any material to be perused, then I will give extensive coaching/commentary on a game/position.

I would like to hear from members who would be interested in the receipt of this new coaching facility. You will have to do this online and be subscribed to Skype. There may be another audio-based chat room service we could use, but I wish to scout first on the take-up on this service.

For both projects, can you please email me at c.ross@braillechess.org.uk and let me know your interest? 
Chris Ross.

Millennium Club Winners

Denise Ross has sent me details of the latest Millennium Club winners.  
They are: 
May 
Clare Gailans; 
June 
Colin Fisher; 
July 
Dorothy Hodges. 
The Millennium Club raises funds by offering numbers at £12 each per year to go into a monthly draw.  Each number has 12 chances a year of winning £35.  If you are interested in being included, then please either send a cheque made out to the Braille Chess Association for £12 per number to Gill Smith, or make a transfer or set up a standing order to the following account:  Account name Braille Chess Association; Sort code 30 96 20; Account number 0029 6072.  I’m sure we’d all like to thank Denise for continuing to run the club. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Membership Secretary’s Report

Annual subscribers should be aware that membership becomes due on 1st October at the following rates:
£7 annual subscription; £20 five year subscription; £50 life subscription.

Cheques for subscription should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association and sent to either myself or Gill Smith, our treasurer.

Members can also set up a direct debit and details can be obtained from the treasurer.  Members can also use the telephone banking option to pay direct to the BCA account.  If this option is followed it would be gratefully appreciated if you could let me know that you have paid your annual, five year or life subscription.

I cannot emphasize enough how important it is that the guidelines below are followed.  If a member moves and their details are not passed to me, it makes it extremely difficult to keep our membership and gazette records up to date.

If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: 
David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of medium as well as myself.

David Hodgkins.

Tournament Director’s Report

In my quest to explore the intriguing mysteries of the postal game, I promised to share some insights from the bird, the cat and the crocodile.  Let us thus reverently tiptoe into the kingdom of the animals and discover what they can teach us about this mysterious game.

As I write on this beautiful June morning, my open window is awakened and serenaded by the sweet song of summer, and though the beautiful hum of the bees, with their deceptive sting, could teach us much about how to cunningly disarm our unsuspecting opponents, I choose to be tutored at the feet or the wings of our other flying friends, the bird.  

August in its blithe buoyant garb is the perfect time for the middle game, where one’s own stamp and style is as varied as the music and colour of the myriad specimens of this great wonder of song and flight.  The middle game is the quest to break free upon the wing and fly above one’s opponent, with the chirpy tune of the sweet sounding song of the happy projects of pending victory. 

So as you leave the familiar paths of well trodden openings, and take to the wing and fly upon the unknown, may your endeavours give rise to success, and your wings be guided by the beautiful winds of victory.

Well, talk is cheep, and with such a bad pun, I will go straight to the scores.

40th BCA Championship

Premier – Group Leader David Hodgkins

Bryant-Hodgkins 0-1 Ruy Lopez 29 

Hodgkins-Whittle 0-1 Queen’s Pawn 63 

O’Brien-Whittle 0-1 Sicilian 38 

Cohn-Hodgkins 0.5-0.5 English 36 

Bryant-O’Brien 0-1 no details given

O’Brien-McElroy 0-1 Sicilian 28

McElroy-Phillips 0.5-0.5 King’s Indian 30   

Scores: Les Whittle 5.5-7, Hans Cohn 4.5-5, David Hodgkins 4.5-7, Ernie McElroy 4-6, George Phillips 3.5-6, Sean O’Brien 2-7, Mike Hague 1-6, Lionel Bryant 0-6.
A change in the leader, and now that Ernie has drawn with George, it is a two horse race.  At the bottom end of the Premier, Sean’s win against Lionel has now secured him a place in the Premier next year irrespective of his loss against Ernie. 
Group A – Group Leader Gary Wickett

Patching-Pearce 1-0 Queen’s Gambit Declined 29 

Pearce-Atherton 0-1 Queen’s Pawn 41. 

Scores:  Frank Atherton 3-3, Geoff Patching 2.5-3, Gary Wickett 2.5-4, Jason Pearce 0.5-4, Derek Spink 0.5-4.

My apologies go to Geoff, as in the last issue I somehow mistakenly recorded him as losing to Jason and temporarily robbed him of a point.  The last game to be completed in this group is Geoff’s game with Frank, which is the crunch game that will decide who is promoted to the Premier next year.

Group B – Group Leader Mark Hague

Scores: Alec Crombie 4.5-5, Steve Brown 3.5-5, Mike McGuigan 2-3, Mark Hague 1.5-5, Eric Gallacher 1-4, David Rees 0.5-4.

No developments. 

BCA League 

Division 1 – Group Leader David Hodgkins 

McElroy-Bryant 1-0 Giuoco Piano 20 

Crombie-Mark Hague 0.5-0.5 English 44 

Scores: Ernie McElroy 1-1, Alec Crombie 0.5-1, Mark Hague 0.5-1, Lionel Bryant 0-1.

Mark, a new member of Division 1, draws with Alec who was only a hair’s breadth away from winning the cup last year.  Keep up the good work Mark!

Division 2 – Group Leader Mark Hague

Phillips-Gallacher 1-0 Unorthodox 12 

Brown-Gallacher 1-0 King’s Gambit 17

S. Brown-McGuigan 1-0 Perks Opening 22.  

Scores: Steve Brown 2-2, George Phillips 1-1, Mike McGuigan 0-1, Eric Gallacher 0-2.

I do apologize for yet another error, in the last issue I recorded George’s game with Eric as being a Division 1 game.  Boy, I must have been tired!  We are now down to just six players in Division 2, as Steve Hilton has informed me that due to other commitments, he wished to withdraw from the tournament.   

Division 3 – Group Leader Gary Wickett

Cuthbert-Wickett 1-0 Bishop’s Opening 24

Wickett-Richardson 1-0 Unorthodox 15.

Scores:    Jim Cuthbert 1-1, Gary Wickett 1-2, Allen Richardson 0-1.

The Bishop’s Opening is serving Jim well.  

Friendly Games Ladder Table

Cuthbert-Patching 1-0 Bishop’s Opening 23 

Patching-Hodges 1-0 Queen’s Pawn 29.

Leading scores: David Hodgkins 17, Gary Wickett 15, Orlando Sobers 14, Ernie McElroy 11, Frank Atherton 10.

As I have had no developments on the email games, I will report on that tournament in the November Gazette.  
Gary Wickett.

News from the Technical Sub-committee

We finally have some good news on mechanical chess clocks.  Garde have started to produce mechanical chess clocks with Braille on the clock face.  Those who attended the recent Steve Eastwick-Field Memorial event will already know this.

The committee has decided to buy a batch of these clocks and it looks as if they will be made available to BCA members at £30 each.  We are aware that some who have tried using the clock expressed a preference for having each of the last five minutes marked on the clock face.  This could be difficult if it involves dismantling the clock, as almost certainly this will mean that the clock will be less robust when it has been put back together.  The best solution would be for the factory to make this adaptation, but the committee has taken the matter on as a working brief.

Fortunately we have managed to gain a refund on the clocks which were not adapted. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Sub-committees 2010-2011

At the last committee meeting it was decided to leave most of the sub-committees unchanged.  
Thus membership is as follows: 
Finance and Fundraising 
Alec Crombie (Chair), Norman Wragg, Gill Smith and Julia Scott; 
Technical 
Guy Whitehouse (Chair), Chris Ross and Alec Crombie; 
ICT 
Chris Ross (Chair), Shafeeq Ulhaq, Alastair Irving and John Gallagher; 
Tournament 
David Hodgkins (Chair), Stan Lovell, Mark Hague, Gary Wickett, Sean O’Brien and Steve Burnell; 
Grass Roots 
Stan Lovell (Chair), Gary Wickett and Bill Armstrong.

The one change is to the Publications Sub-committee. Mark Kirkham continues to chair it, but the committee now consists of Voldi Gailans, Stan Lovell and George Phillips.  Graham Lilley and Tyson Mordue will act as occasional consultants to the sub-committee. 
Guy Whitehouse.

IBIS Haaksbergen Tournament, Friday 23rd to Monday 26th April 2010

This year the party going to the IBIS Tournament in the little Dutch town of Haaksbergen numbered seven BCA members.  All of us met at Liverpool Street Station, London and caught the train and overnight ferry on Thursday 22nd April.  Our party consisted of: myself, Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, Phil Smith, Mike Murphy, Kieren Wood and Geoff Patching.

Our boat crossing went peacefully, as did all our train journeys in England and the Netherlands.  We were collected from Hengelo Station by our host families and later that evening we met up at the Kopen (theatre/community building) where the chess is held.  This meant we met old and new friends and were able to learn which table we were playing on and against whom.

On Saturday morning the tournament was opened by a dignitary of Haaksbergen who welcomed everybody to the tournament.  After his speech the arbiter confirmed the tournament rules, and then, in accordance with custom, the dignitary made the opening move on table 1.

This year the numbers were slightly down, with only 14 tables and 58 players.  There were 5 British players; their scores and tables were as follows:

David Hodgkins, table 3, 0.5-3, 4th on his table;

Kieren Wood, table 7, 0.5-3, 4th on his table;

Phil Smith, table 10, 2-3, 2nd on his table;

Mike Murphy, table 11, 3-3, 1st on his table;

Geoff Patching, table 14, 2-3, 2nd on his table.

The British team scored 8 out of a possible 15 points.

Once again the Friendship Plaque was not competed for.  This is because the organisers of the tournament are trying to draw up rules on how the winner of the plaque should be decided.  They are concerned that in its current format teams of different nationalities are not getting together to know each other.  They are still open to ideas from players and it is hoped that the plaque will be contested in 2011.  The organisers are also trying to look at ways to increase the number of players taking part in the tournament, especially visually impaired players.

On the Saturday evening the usual get-together was held at the chess venue and an enjoyable evening was had by all.

On Sunday afternoon, after the closing speeches and prize giving we departed from the venue with our host family for the remainder of our stay in Haaksbergen.  On Monday morning our host families took us to Hengelo Station so we could start our journey back by train to the Hook of Holland to catch the overnight ferry back to Harwich.

I would like to sincerely thank Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, Kieren Wood, Mike Murphy and Phil Smith for all the help and assistance they gave throughout the trip.  Without their help and support the journey and organisation would not have gone as smoothly as it did.

Next year the IBIS tournament will take place from Friday 15th to Monday 18th April 2011.  All those who would like to go should notify myself, (by writing or by phone), no later than Friday 17th December 2010, hopefully with the name of a guide.  Also when notifying me of your participation on the trip you should confirm whether you will be travelling with the organised party or making your own travel arrangements.  If you are travelling with the organised party, this will mean departing from Harwich on Thursday 14th April and returning to Harwich on Tuesday 19th April 2011.

If you make your own travel arrangements I still need to be notified of your arrival and departure times from Hengelo so that I can notify the Dutch organisers of these arrangements.

You can contact me by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN, or by telephoning 01926 425803. David Hodgkins.

IBCA 6th World Cup 2010

This event took place in Calimanesti, Romania 20-28 April 2010.  Due to volcanic ash restricting flight travel the UK were not able to send a team to this tournament.  This was heart-breaking, as the Icelandic volcano coughed out its ash on Thursday 15th April and we were due to fly out on Monday 19th April via Munich.  Travel restrictions came down immediately across the majority of Europe, grounding all flights without exception.  A frantic, chaotic weekend then ensued, with travel arrangements being altered.  Steve Hilton had to travel down by train from Glasgow to London, where myself, he and Bill and Pat Armstrong stayed in a Heathrow hotel, hoping and hoping for a break.  However no improvement in the situation occurred and after some endlessly frustrating phone calls, negotiations with travel agents and the tournament organisers, the UK finally had to accept the sad reality of not being able to send a team to the World Cup.  A couple of other countries also suffered like the UK.

However, the tournament still ran.  The participating teams were: the Ukraine, Poland, Serbia, Spain, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Romania.

Final standings: The Ukraine 11 match points 20 game points; Poland 11 match points 19 game points; Serbia 7 match points 11 game points; Spain 5 match points 11 game points; Kazakhstan 5 match points 9 game points; Moldova 2 match points 6 game points; Romania 1 match point 7 game points.

Further details can be found on our website, where games from the World Cup can be downloaded. 
Chris Ross - UK captain.

Other International Matters

The World Individual Championship for blind and partially sighted players will take place from 25th August to 5th September this year in Belgrade, Serbia.  Flying the colours for the UK will be Bill Armstrong and Steve Hilton.  Bill will be our official representative in the tournament and will be accompanied by his wife Pat.  Steve will be funded by the International Braille Chess Association (IBCA) and will be attending a special IBCA meeting during the event.  We wish them both a very successful tournament.

The FIDE Olympiad is a major event in the sighted chess calendar, taking place every two years and involving strong national teams from all parts of the globe.  The IBCA is also allowed to send a team to the Olympiad and congratulations go to Colin Crouch from the UK who has been selected for the team.  The Olympiad will take place in Russia from 19th September to 4th October this year.  We wish Colin and the team every success.

In 2011, it will be our turn to host the Six Nations Tournament which involves teams from Belgium, France, Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands and the UK.  The event will be held from 5th to 9th May at the Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate, which incidentally is the venue for the forthcoming International Autumn Tournament in November this year.  More details in future issues of the Gazette.

Finally, the Turkish Blind Sports Federation has announced that the VI IBSA World Games will be held in Antalya, Turkey, from 1st to 10th April 2011.  Chess is one of the sports included in the programme.  Anyone interested in participating should get in touch with me. The closing date for entries is 20th September 2010.
Norman Wragg.

Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament 2010

Stan Lovell writes: 
“This was held at the Whitehall Hotel, Bournemouth from 5th to 12th June 2010 with generous support from the Primary Club.
Sixteen players competed in two sections of 8 in seven round all-play-all events.  In the top section competition was keen with the lead changing hands several times, and it was not until the final round that David Hodgkins established a half-point advantage which won him the tournament with 5.5 from 7 followed by Steve Thacker on 5 and Eamonn Casey and Phil Gordon equal third on 4.5.  The grading prize went to Phil Smith.

Gary Wickett, George Phillips and David Gibbs set the pace in the second section with Gary eventually winning with an excellent score of 6.5 from 7 followed by George on 6 and David 5.5.  The grading prize was shared by Ann Casey, who only learned to play in January of this year, and 21-year-old Mike Lowery, who was taking part in only his second competitive event.  A promising performance by both.

Our Arbiter was Peter Gibbs assisted by his wife Celia and by Norman Andrews; our thanks to all three.  Several members attended coaching sessions conducted by Tyson Mordue and Stan Lovell.

As usual in this event, there was a full social programme.  The outing by coach to Swanage, with a trip by steam on the Swanage Railway to Corfe Castle was greatly enjoyed.  A dozen visited a matinee at the Pavillion Theatre where Dawn, the hotel manager, was performing in the musical 'The Producers'. Phil Smith's 'Quiz with a difference' encouraged us to exercise our powers of lateral thinking, and Sheila's more conventional quiz was as popular as ever.  Sixteen took part in the domino evening conducted by Clive Hodgkins and many others did a turn in the concert conducted by our master of ceremonies, Joan Shorrock.  Sheila ran her usual raffle which raised £96 for our funds.

The success of any such event depends on those who attend and on those who provide the services and facilities.  One cannot praise too highly our wonderful associate members who contribute so much to all the events they attend, and, in the Whitehall hotel, we have found the winning combination of excellent food and service being provided by the most helpful and friendly staff you could wish to meet.  One of our members remarked he had never seen so many smiling faces among the staff of a hotel.

We are grateful to the Primary Club for the generous support they gave to this event and to David Bennett who spent most of the Sunday morning with us observing the games in progress and taking photos for the Primary Club newsletter and website.”

Editor’s note. I am grateful to Colin Chambers for sending the scores round the user group in his well established ‘Radio Cheltenham’ role.  

Section A: Hodgkins 5.5, Thacker 5, Eamonn Casey and Gordon 4.5, Smith 2.5, Jenkins, Steve Brown and Voldi Gailans 2. Phil Smith won the grading prize.

Section B: Wickett 6.5, Phillips 6, David Gibbs 5.5, Patching 4, Lowery and Ann Casey 2, Harrington 1.5, Hodges 0.5. Michael Lowery and Ann Casey shared the grading prize.

Also: The Tournament Sub-committee have decided that from 2012 the tournament will not be called the Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament any more. They are currently trying to come up with a new name for the event, and if you have any bright ideas they would be only too happy to hear from you.  The Tournament Sub-committee leader is David Hodgkins. 

The 4 Nations Chess League 2009-2010

The BCA once again entered a team into the prestigious 4 Nations Chess League, the biggest and strongest national league in the UK.  This very strong event certainly tests our members and we gain tremendous publicity by competing in such an illustrious tournament.  This year was not as successful as previous years and we halted our trend of continually improving our previous year's accomplishments.

Several reasons can be given for this, but I do not wish to dwell on these.  I wish to concentrate on celebrating a moderately successful year, where some good individual performances saw us achieve 11 match points, with 4 victories, 3 draws and four losses.  This meant we finished 15th out of a possible 34 teams which is relatively disappointing, since we have breached the top 10 before.  With our strength on the top three boards we should have been putting up more of a fighting performance.  However, due to Tyson's unfortunate health difficulties, he was not able to play in many of the matches.  His loss is naturally a heavy blow.

More important, though, is our outstanding anchor in centre midfield, Graham Lilley.  Due to his very unlucky health problems he has sadly missed most of the season.  Without his sparkling, scintillating personality bringing a refreshing element to the team, there is no such player better to build a foundation to a successful team performance.  His loss was deeply missed.  We truly hope that he is well on the road to recovery and can once again offer us the platform from which we can launch successful team results.  Thanks also go to Peter Gibbs, Norman Andrews and my brother, David Ross, who have stepped in at the last minute for emergency replacements and who have played well in difficult circumstances.

We will continue to enter a team into this league, but we are reconsidering our objectives slightly.  We may not necessarily focus on promotion, but will depend on submitting teams on a regular basis that can compete competitively in all regards.  With a section of the division 3 teams being drawn away to play in the "northern" league next year, there will be fewer teams in the league.

Naturally, comprehensive details of the BCA's performance can be viewed at: http://www.braillechess.org.uk/4ncl/index.html where all this season’s games can be downloaded. 
Individual Results:

IM Colin Crouch (2346) 6.5/11 = 59%

FM Tyson Mordue (2286) 5/7 = 71% 

Chris Ross (2205) 8/11 = 72%

Peter Gibbs (2095) ½ = 50%

Graham Lilley (2087) 0.5/2 = 25%

Tristram Cole (1970) ½ = 50%

Bill Armstrong (1966) 2/8 = 25%

Stephen Burnell (1920) 2/4 = 50%

Stephen Hilton (1981) 4.5/9 = 50%

David J Ross (1802) 3/5 = 60%

Norman Andrews (1738) ½ = 50%

Alastair Irving (1498) 0/3

Team Results:

Round 1 - 24/10/2009 vs. Halesowen won 4-2

Round 2 - 25/10/2009 vs. Sussex Smart Ctls. drew 3-3

Round 3 - 16/1/2010 vs. Nottinghamshire 2 drew 3-3

Round 4 - 17/1/2010 vs. Glos. Gambits won 3.5-2.5

Round 5 - 20/2/2010 vs. Iceni lost 2-4

Round 6 - 21/2/2010 vs. Wessex 2 won 3.5-2.5

Round 7 - 27/3/2010 vs. Cambridge Univ. 2 lost 2-4

Round 8 - 28/3/2010 vs. Sambuca Black Sheep lost 2.5-3.5

Round 9 - 1/5/2010 vs. Nottinghamshire 1 lost 2.5-3.5

Round 10 - 2/5/2010 vs. Oxford 2 drew 3-3

Round 11 - 3/5/2010 vs. Bristol 3 won 5-1

Here's a game with a very interesting twist.  I believe it was Capablanca who once said that one advantage in chess sometimes needs to be switched for another advantage.  I'm paraphrasing, of course, but essentially, the point is well made.

In this round 8 game from the 4NCL, I adopt that very policy in the most remarkable of ways on move 7.  Who would have thought that 15 moves later, my opponent would resign, materially equal and no attack visible.  A simple accumulation of positional gains from a switch of strategic objectives.  A very unusual opening and a very interesting 7th move by Black, which will require some explanation. 

James Foster - Chris Ross

English

1 c4 e6 2 Nc3 d5 3 e4

I'm astounded to find this opening in the database, but there it is in all its glory.  Needless to say Black scores very heavily with it!  Black has several options here, pushing onto d4 being a perfectly acceptable choice.  But why blockade and then have to waste yet another tempo by pushing -e6-e5?  No, take the game to White and ask him to prove his obscure opening.

3 -dxe4 4 Nxe4 c5

Giving White a backward D-pawn, the whole focus of my game now.  Black has immediately equalised and could even claim that he is better, due to the nature of the white backward central pawn.

5 Nf3 Nc6

White must not be allowed to play d4. If White gets this in, he could claim that he's better!  He would have a queenside majority and the black e6-pawn lumbers Black with a problem of developing his queen's bishop.

6 d3

I started getting a sense of White playing a strange reversed Sicilian Najdorf setup.  A bit creepy, but I started thinking at this point about my strategy.  I had played all of my moves automatically so far and after my next, it was time to dig in and ponder.

6 -Nf6 7 Be3

OK, crunch time.  Now I sat for over 20 minutes and thought deeply and long about Black's strategy and game plan.

Naturally tactics have to become involved as well, but the long-term game plan has to be established.  So, have a good, long think.  Take your time on this position and examine every element.  It's important.

OK, my move coming up and the explanation for it thereafter.

7 -Nxe4!

Let me quote myself from move 4: "giving White a backward D-pawn, the whole focus of my game now.”  What happened to that then?!

This is where my little friend Capablanca was muttering away in my subconscious and my unease of studying the position on move 6 came back to tickle my fancy.  Was the backward D-pawn all that important after all?  Was it indeed on a weak square on d3?  White had plenty of defenders of the pawn, and with the bishop sitting on e2 White could defend and cling on and hope for the best.

Excogitate the other positional factors.  The knight on e4 is standing on a very good square, and if the white pawn on d3 was to occupy that square, is it any stronger there than on d3?  No, it's actually weaker as Black can attack it that much better and white can defend it no easier than if it were on d3.  Indeed, Black is going to fianchetto his queen's bishop, which will be directly hitting the e4 square.

Now tactics. Black had to be wary of Nxc5 tactics.  I wasn't so worried about this as I was convinced that -Qa5+ tactics must give me something.  So, I dismissed that idea immediately.

However, White is threatening to play d3-d4 and release all the pressure.  That can't be allowed. -Ng4 for Black snaffling the bishop is probably fine, but White can allow an fxe3 capture supporting his centre after 8 d4.

Back to positional considerations.  Consider the central squares.  Black has a clamp on d4 with his pawn on c5 and knight on c6.  Yes, Nimzovich would turn in his grave with delight at the nature of the blockading square in front of the backward D-pawn.  That's all fine, but where's the use in blockading the pawn if you are wanting to attack it?

And think about the pawns on c4 and e4.  They have the Maroczy Bind, but with the black pawn being on e6, their effectiveness is limited.  I have therefore, in many ways a slightly better version of the Exchange variation of the King's Indian Defence, where the black C- and E-pawns have been interchanged.  In that regard, the black bishops can be brought to better use and put on better diagonals, and those two little pawns on c4 and e4 will become the whole target of my positional game.

The final move of the game is so, so, ever-so fitting to this remarkable switch in positional play!

8 dxe4 Qxd1+

Of course I want the queens off.  The rook has no effective squares down the D-file and I'm going to exchange it off in any case.  In the meantime, White has to contend with the threat of -Nb4/Nxa2/Nc2+/Nxe3 concepts.

9 Rxd1 b6 10 Be2 Bb7 11 a3

A PR3 move, which gives him yet more weaknesses in his pawn chain, but I was willing to play -Nb4 to force such a breech in the pawn barrier, even if this meant a loss of tempi by retreating immediately back to c6.

11 -Be7 12 0-0 Bf6

Demonstrating that tempi in the position are irrelevant and that strategic gains are the meal of the day.  White doesn't want to push e4-e5, as this would weaken the E-pawn and ensure that the knight on f3 can't move easily, as it would be bound to defend the e5-pawn.

However, my control of that all-important d4 outpost has yet another piece on it.  So, White may well do best to push the bishop away.  However, I did even think about -Bd8/Bc7 ideas to hit the pawn on e5, which looked very tasty indeed.

13 Rd2 Rd8 14 Rfd1

Taking on d8 doesn't solve his problems.  I would recapture with the king and then shuffle it to c8 and then continue with the plan.

14 -Ke7

Quietly going about my job.  Rushing anything here isn't necessary.  The rooks have to come off at some point.

15 Bf4

White gets a glimmer of hope, but it's soon snuffed out.  White's desperately hoping for e4-e5 tactics, which would win the blocked up bishop on f6.  No counter-play though, no counter-play, remember that...

15 Bd3 Rd7 16 Bf4 e5 put up more resistance.

15 -Bd4

And on to that outpost I now land. 15 -Nd4 16 Nxd4 Bxd4 17 Bc7 looked awkward, as White would then have Be5 tactics.  I didn't want any of that rubbish and avoided it like the plague.

16 Nxd4

White had to get bold now and play for tactics, go for broke, as it were. 16 e5 would give him Bg5+ tactics, which Black would have to deal with by either -h6 or -f6.  Either way, the question would remain as to whether -Rd7, -Rhd8 and either -Bxf2 or -Bxb2 tactics were on the cards as the knight on f3 would not be able to support e5 and the rook on d2; it would eventually become overloaded.

16 -Nxd4

Now look at that knight on the outpost.  White thought he was ridding himself of it, but I soon disillusioned him of that dream.

17 Bf3 f6

And everything is now perfectly set.  I can play -e6-e5 at any time, rendering that bishop on f3 and utterly useless piece of wood.  The white pawns are now far, far too weak and the white position is hopeless.  No wonder he resigned a few moves later.

18 Be3

18 b4 Ba6 doesn't help his cause.

18 -Nb3

The final insult.  The b3 square is White's final undoing. How these PR3 moves come back to haunt folk.

19 Rd3 Na5

Demonstrating with minor piece manoeuvrability that the white pawns are simply too weak and the white back-rank is vulnerable. Not everything can be defended successfully.

20 Rxd8 Rxd8 21 Rc1 Nb3

Back we go to deliver the coup de grâce.  Poor old White.

22 Re1 Nd2

Illustrating the defencelessness of the white pawns.  Both c4 and e4 are hit and can't be defended.  If White were to capture the knight on d2, then the black rook enters on to the 7th rank and mops up the queenside pawns.  The bishop on f3 is useless and the white back-rank vulnerable to flash back-rankers.  White had had enough and threw in the towel.

A beautifully fitting end to attack the two pawns that I deliberately strategically placed on move 7!. 
Chris Ross.

Publicity and Recruitment

During the past few months I have been publicising our offer to assist new members with teaching and coaching and to assist with the setting up of local clubs or clubs in schools.  The most significant development is the project at Dorton College for Further Education, where we have supplied chess sets and chess clocks and a coach, Guy Baker, who will make regular visits from September.  We are also in the process of locating coaches who will assist several individuals who have recently joined the BCA.

Reports of the recent Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament are now on our website and will appear in the ECF’s 'Chess Moves' and the Primary Club newsletter.

Here is my usual reminder:  You can all be involved in publicity and recruitment.  The more we spread the message the more we will succeed. 
Stan Lovell.

The Primary Club

The Primary Club is a cricketers’ charity that supports sporting activities for the visually impaired.  Many will have heard the work of the Primary Club championed by the late Brian Johnson on test match commentaries, a practice still continued by Jonathan Agnue and the team.

We in the BCA have good reason to be grateful to the Primary Club for regular donations in support of the services we provide.  Recent examples of the generous support we have received include: Sponsorship of our Gazettes; during 2009, Grants towards the costs of the Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament 2010, our forthcoming Autumn Tournament at Harrogate and our youth development programme.  From September, with the help of this grant, we are helping to set up a chess club at Dorton College for further education including the funding of a coach who will visit each week to give teaching and coaching to the students.

If all this inspires you to find out more about the Primary Club and, perhaps, to join and proudly wear their tie at the next BCA function, you can find more information by visiting their website at: www.primaryclub.org.uk or by telephoning 01799 586507. 
Stan Lovell.

Talking about Cinderella

No; this is not about a Grimm fairytale, a Rossini opera or Frederic Ashton ballet.  It is about arguably the most challenging and at the same time unsung aspects of chess: the “study”.

All studies are problems, but not all problems are studies; the term is reserved for endgame positions only, the smaller the number of pieces the better.  A much more important difference is that, whereas both types adhere strictly to the laws of chess, you will hardly ever get a problem position in your own  games, whereas certain elements of a study, if not the positions will inevitably turn up in your playing practice.

A study solution has to be absolutely sound, foolproof and irrefutable, demanding an extraordinary mindset in the creator.  So why is such a rare talent so relatively unsung?

There are plenty of problem-solving societies, competitions and columns in the daily press, but I have never heard of anything similar for studies.  The name of Sam Lloyd as a composer of hundreds if not thousands of problems is known throughout the chess world; can the same be said of S. Troitsky, the Russian who did the same for the study at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries?

The reason must be that studying the endgame comes very much at the bottom of most players’ priorities, but there is no doubt that players wishing to improve their performance neglect it at their peril.

I have given myself the task of producing a collection of studies in audio format for those of our members who have no computers and find it too arduous to surf the Internet.  The studies are all taken from recent issues of INFORMATOR.  To whet your appetite, I have given three examples.  One word of advice: don’t be discouraged by your inability to find the solutions to most or any, but don’t rush to the solution.  Examine each position carefully and try to find the elements that, enable the side with the lesser material to win.  These studies will teach you much about the extent to which superior positions can more than compensate for material advantage. Remember: White always moves first.

1. Troitsky 1894

White: Kc2, Rf5, Ng7, Pa4, Pf4

Black: Kc4, Nc5, Pf2.

How can White possibly draw this since he cannot stop Black from promoting his Pawn! After White’s first move Black has two choices.

Solution: 1 Rd5! F1-Q (or 1 -Kd5 2 Nf5 Ke4 3 Kd2 Kf5 4 Ke2 Ne4 5 a5 Kf4 6 a6 Kg3 7 a7 Kg2 8 a8-Q f1-Q 9 Ke3) 2 Rd4 Kd4 3 Nf5 Kd5 4 Ne3 draw.

2. Troitsky 1909

White: Kd2, Qg3, Na4

Black: Kd4, Qb8, Nc7 

In an OTB game White might well agree to a draw in this, for him, won position.

Solution: 1 Nb6 Qe8 2 Nd7 Kc4 3 Qc7 Kb4 4 Qc5 Kb3 5 Qc3 Ka4 (or 5 -Ka2 6 Kc1 Qe2 7 Qa5 Kb3 8 Nc5 Kc4 9 Qa6 etc) 6 Qd4 Ka3 7 Nc5 Qb8 8 Qa1.

3. Troitsky 1916

White: Kg2, Qa1, Bg7

Black: Kg4, Qh7, Bd7, Ph5

Do the bishops of opposite colour or the extra Pawn matter?  No, White’s control of a central diagonal and the squeezed position of Black’s Queen decide the outcome for White.

Solution: 1 Qd4 Kg5 2 Qf6 Kg4 3 Qf3 Kg5 4 Qg3 Bg4 5 Qh4! Kf4 6 Qf2 Bf3 7 Qf3 Kg5 8 Qg3 Kf5 9 Qd3 etc wins.

An important feature of studies is that the sequence of moves by both players is absolutely forced. This is why there are so few alternatives given in the solutions.

For finding out when this recording is ready, watch this space. 
Hans Cohn.

Poems My Mother Taught Me To Recite

Tyson Mordue rang me to report that Reginald Bonham MBE had featured in a discussion column of a local newspaper called the Western Mercury.  In response to a question as to whether there were any blind chessplayers of note, a Ramsay Baxter of Weston-super-Mare wrote in and described how “Bon”, as he was called, would regularly play twelve sighted opponents at a time.  He also described how, on a bus journey to a match in Stourbridge, the conductor asked “Bon” for the fare only to be met with “queen takes pawn on king’s rook four” (he and a Worcester pupil were playing a game in their heads).

Ramsay went on to say that he had written and recorded a book called “Poems My Mother Taught Me To Recite”, and that copies could be obtained from New College, Worcester (proceeds to the college).  The book is available in print or on CD at a cost of £7.  If you want to buy both a print and a CD copy the cost is £12. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Obituary for Brian Perham

We were all sad to learn that Brian Perham died on the 10th April 2010 after a long battle with cancer. 

Jan and I, along with dozens of other friends, family and admirers, attended the funeral of Brian Perham on 22nd April.  I thought you might like to share the tribute which was written by Brian's two daughters, Alison and Vanessa, and read out during the funeral ceremony.  It sums up Brian and his remarkable character better than I could do.  Our sincere condolences go to Alison, Vanessa and the seven grandchildren.

It is incredibly difficult to sum up a person in just a few words but we’ll start with the facts.  Brian was born on 3rd February 1935 in Hackney to Fred and Florrie and older brother also named Fred.  As a result of inherent glaucoma, he didn’t start school until the age of 7 but was fortunate enough to attend the Royal Worcester School for the Blind and subsequently went on to Magdalen College, Oxford to read Law.  After completing his Articles, he joined the Royal London Mutual Insurance Society in 1960 and married Shirley, whom he called Sue, in 1961.  Two daughters followed:  Ali in 1962 and Nessa in 1965 and then, in turn, seven grandchildren.

But now Brian as we knew him.  Articulate, idiosyncratic, a tremendous hoarder, humane, modest, capable of great acts of generosity, droll with a keen sense of the absurd.  Gregarious, intellectual and enjoying philosophical debate, incisive but at the same time, hugely indecisive; seeing all sides of any argument, often making a decision impossible.  Completely lacking the comfort gene and a disciple of Heath Robinson, he would use an elastic band and a paper clip in any situation.  He could be pedantic.  He had a great love of music with an eclectic taste ranging from classical to Flanders & Swan and Tom Lehrer, and had a melodic voice, was a master of the understatement but above all, was independent, with the desire to seize all opportunities.

Google Brian and his name pops up on numerous charities including the RNIB, National Federation for the Blind, Lawyers with Disabilities and SOVIL and more locally, the Portal Group, campaigning for equal access to facilities and public amenities.  This desire to facilitate equal access for all was fundamental to Brian’s character being essentially an immensely fair man with a strong sense of justice.  The Internet also reveals Brian’s chess prowess.  He was a member of the Braille Chess Association, actively competing both at home and abroad until recent years, and he passed this love on to his grandchildren, teaching them the game but never letting them win!

Brian was happy with his own company listening to the radio or music but unfailingly convivial, he also sought every opportunity to socialise; wine, food and good company being a cornerstone of his life.  Whilst his preference would be for good wine and food, he wasn’t averse to making his own beer which periodically exploded from the airing cupboard pervading Nessa’s childhood bedroom with the smell of hops!

Brian’s legacy to us is a shared sense of humour and irony, the importance of mutual affection and respect, friendship and trust and a love of Radio 4.  He was a good friend and the children absorbed from an early age that all of us are different, each unique, learning the value of tolerance and care.  Perhaps the best way to sum Brian up is in his own words.  When first diagnosed with bowel cancer and facing surgery, he commented: “a semicolon is one thing, but a full stop is just that.”

The Linsey Dagger Appeal

Tyson Mordue sent this message around the BCA user group on 29th April:  

Members will recall that in 2008 I played the Linsey Dagger Challenge to help the family of a work colleague who had been diagnosed with cancer.  With your help I raised over £1,000 but this was only a fraction of the cash raised by many, many other activities.

Originally Linsey's prognosis only gave her up to late 2008, but she battled hard with an incredibly positive outlook that truly inspired me and other colleagues.  Only now has the illness finally caught up with Linsey and she died in Bristol Royal Infirmary last night with her husband Paul by her side.  We received this message from Paul this morning. "I would personally like to thank all the staff that have supported our family over the last 22 months; please pass my thanks to everyone.”

In turn I would like to thank those members of the BCA who supported me during the 2008 Challenge and who have continued to enquire after Linsey ever since.
