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Editorial

I am extremely grateful to the Primary Club for agreeing to sponsor this issue of the gazette.

I’d also like to apologise for an error in the last issue, which meant that Bill Armstrong was named as publicity officer, when of course it should have been Stan.  Also a formatting error meant that Tyson’s game did not appear as an item in the table of contents in the Braille version of the gazette.  I hope this did not cause too much confusion.

Finally can I have all contributions for the next issue by 5th October; thanks. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming Events

Note: Please study the booking conditions and procedures which follow these announcements; they have been updated to take account of the latest developments.

22nd – 29th August 2009. British Championship.  Dauncey's Hotel, Weston Super Mare. 

Although the closing date was 31st May there might still be a chance for late entries, subject to availability of rooms at the hotel.  Entry to the tournament is £10 and the cost of accommodation is £230.  Contact Stan Lovell by telephone 01642 775668, or by email stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk.  Alternatively contact Gill Smith on 01454 885045 or by email: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.

Peter Price Memorial International Autumn Tournament – 13th – 15th November 2009. 
This will take place at The Legacy Hotel, Chesterfield. There will be an open and a minor section, both of which will be open to visually impaired players and associate members of the BCA.  Assuming the ECF goes ahead with its intention of using the new grades when the grading list is published in July, the grading limit for the minor will be 100 in the new system.

This year the tournament will be held in memory of Peter Price.  Juliet Reeve is making a generous donation to supplement the prize fund and is donating three trophies for retention by the players finishing first, second and third in the minor.

The Legacy Hotel is one which the BCA has used on several occasions in the past, though not recently.  It is conveniently located about five minutes walk from Chesterfield railway station.  The hotel has a swimming pool and is very close to Chesterfield town centre.  Guide dog owners should be aware that facilities for dogs are limited, though they have proved adequate in the past when we have used this hotel.

Note, this tournament is being organised through a travel company rather than directly with the hotel.  Once the closing date has passed, the BCA will be committed to the numbers we have given to the company.  Therefore, it may be difficult to accept late entries, so everyone intending to play is strongly advised to enter by the closing date.  This also means that for this tournament only, anyone wishing to stay on the Sunday night will need to book this with the organiser by the closing date, and pay the additional cost direct to the BCA.

Accommodation prices for BCA members and associate members are as follows: 
Friday and Saturday night stay in double/twin room - £95 per person; 
Friday and Saturday night stay in single room - £100 per person; 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday night stay in double/twin room £128 per person; 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday night stay in single room £136 per person.

Prices for accommodation for non-BCA members can be obtained from the organiser.  The entry fee is £10.  The closing date for entries will be 11th September.

Organiser: Steve Burnell, 16 Ridgewood Close, Leamington Spa, CV32 6BW.  
Email stephenburnell@ukonline.co.uk. tel 01926 339900.

The AGM and Congress in 2010 will take place from 5th – 7th March at the Midland Hotel, Derby.  Mark Hague and Lea Ryan are organising it.  

The Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament will take place at the Whitehall Hotel, Bournemouth, from Saturday 5th to Saturday 12th June 2010.  Stan and Jan Lovell are organising this tournament. 
Further details in the next issue.

Booking conditions and procedures.  
Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 25 receive free entry and free accommodation when playing in BCA events.  In certain circumstances free accommodation is available to a parent or guardian of a visually impaired junior.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received by the treasurer or when the money has been received by the BCA bank.

Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the various hotels. Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When sending your cheque to the treasurer, please include details of your booking requirements including:

1. Single room, double room or twin room

2. If you prefer a bath or a shower

3. If you prefer a room in which you may smoke.  Please note many hotels now adopt a no smoking policy.

4. If you will be bringing your guide dog.

5. If you are on a special diet.

6. If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift.

7. If you are a wheelchair user.

8. Any other special requirements.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may, of course, contact the organiser on any point.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment into the BCA’s account on-line or by direct bank transfer should make sure their payment is cleared by the closing date.  When this has happened inform the treasurer your payment has been made and include your booking requirements as above.

Gill may be contacted on 01454 885045, email: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.

18th Open Belgium Championship 2009

This tournament will take place from dinner on Wednesday evening 11th November till breakfast on Sunday morning 15th November 2009.  On the 11th please aim to arrive at the Hotel before 5.30pm.  This is for organisational reasons.  Dinner will be served at 6pm sharp so that the first round can start at 8pm.

Once again the tournament will be held at Hotel Zonnebloem, Meeuwenlaan 2 – 8620, Nieuwpoort.  Hotel Zonnebloem is a quiet holiday centre located on the seafront of Nieuwpoort-Bad, next to the beach.  The holiday centre is within easy reach of the shopping area, public transport (tramway) and the main tourist attractions in and around Nieuwpoort.

Directions. by public transport:  Take the train to Ostend.  Outside the station you can take the coastal tram to Nieuwpoort (40 minutes).  Leave the tram at the stop 'Nieuwpoort-Zonnebloem' and go towards the seafront.  The holiday centre Zonnebloem is located next to the park with the same name.

By car: Follow E40 (Brussels-Ostende), take exit 3 (Diksmuide-Nieuwpoort).  Follow the N355 in the direction of Nieuwpoort-aan-Zee (via Kinderlaan).  Past the fourth traffic lights (after approx. 5 kilometres), turn right (Franslaan) and then left (Meeuwenlaan).

The tournament will be played over 7 rounds, according to the Swiss system.  The 7 rounds will be played on : Round 1 Wednesday evening, round 2 Thursday morning, round 3 Thursday afternoon, round 4 Friday morning, round 5 Friday afternoon, round 6 Saturday morning and round 7 Saturday afternoon.  The closing ceremony will take place on Saturday after dinner.

Prizes: There is 300 Euros prize money.  On top of that there is a bonus of 2.50 Euros for every game you win. There will be cups for the winner of the Belgian Open Championship groups A and B for visually impaired people, the Open Belgian Sighted Champion, and the Champion of the BSFVG (visual impaired).

Prices are for en suite rooms with TV: Double room 195 Euros per person; single room 280 per person.

Guide dogs for blind people are allowed.  The cost for the dog is 15 Euros.  If you want to bring your guide dog with you, you must contact Herman Jennen to avoid any problems on arrival. 

You have to enter and send payment before 10th of September.  You can do that via a bank transfer to the B.S.F.V.G.’s bank account in the ARGENTA Bank, Zwijnaardesteenweg 197 , in B-9000 GENT.  For international payments to Belgium you will need the following numbers: BIC-nr (sort code): ARSPBE22 and IBAN-nr (account number): BE50 9796 0873 4518.

You also need to send the registration form before 10th September to: Alex GEERINCK, treasurer, B.S.F.V.G. , Zwijnaardesteenweg 197 te B-9000 GENT. Alternatively you can email Alex at alex.geerinck@pandora.be.

Please note:-

1. If you are sending the money by bank transfer, you must meet any charges incurred so that we receive the right amount of money.  Any shortfall will be reclaimed during the tournament.

2. People shall be registered only after full payment has been made.  Rooms shall be allocated once registration has been completed.

3. People who are registered but who don't show up will have to pay 50 Euros as cancellation fee.

4. Please keep strictly to the deadline for registration (10th September).  Reservations in the hotel are based on this date.  After September 10th, we cannot guarantee that we will have rooms for the same price.

For more information please contact: herman.jennen@skynet.be, phone 0032 (if ringing from outside Belgium) 3776 55 92, or nancy.crevits@belgacom.net phone 0032 14 32 3537.

Registered people will get a confirmation mail.  Later on you will get a final information letter/mail.

Looking forward to meeting you in hotel Zonnebloem, Herman JENNEN, President of the B.S.F.V.G.

British Veterans Correspondence Competition

Peter Gibbs, who acts as arbiter for BCA tournaments, is tournament director for the British Veterans Correspondence Competitions.  The next competitions start on 15th October 2009, and entrance is open to those who will be aged 60 or over on that date.  Play can be by post or by email, and the rate of play seems very relaxed at least for those playing by email, i.e. 10 moves in 40 days.  For those playing by post the rate is 10 moves in 20 days.  Members of the BCA who meet the age criteria are eligible to play because the BCA is affiliated to the British Federation for Correspondence Chess.

The entry fee is £7 and cheques should be made payable either to the BFCC or to Peter Gibbs.  There are two games against each opponent, and you will usually face 4 opponents, 5 at the most.  Entries should be sent by the end of September, though the earlier they are sent the better as this helps with organisation.  BCA players who participated in the current competitions were Sean O’Brien, Anne Saunders, Norman Andrews, the late Sir John Wall and Peter himself.  
Peter’s address: 11 Salisbury Road, Burbage, Hinckley, LE10 2AR.

6 Nations Chess Tournament

The Six Nations Tournament will take place in Glarus, Switzerland, from 3rd to 7th December.  The team is currently being selected. 
Norman Wragg.

Mainstream Congresses in Hotels

Castle Chess

26th-27th September: the Bideford Congress held at the Tantons Hotel on Bideford Quay, New Road, Bideford, North Devon  EX39 2HR.  This weekend congress is a five round Swiss tournament with five categories.  Sections include an Open (for all standards), Premier (under 175), Major (under 150), Minor (under 125) and a Challengers group (under 100).  I have pasted below details from the Castle Chess website.      

Castle Chess invites chess players for a weekend’s congress in a comfortable hotel environment with scenic views over the River Torridge.  The Tantons is a 3 star hotel that offers more than 50 bedrooms, each with their own private bathroom, direct dial telephone, radio/alarm clock, hairdryer and facilities for making hot drinks. 

Car Parking is on the road outside the hotel, if you are lucky, or in a public car park, with a small daily charge.  It is necessary to cross the bridge to get to the car park.

BOOKING ACCOMMODATION: This should be done through Castle Chess to gain the best rates.  There are 30 rooms reserved by us until 31st August.  Early booking is advised.

PACKAGE TYPES (Entry Fee of £30 is included) 

Bed and breakfast: “A” Single 1 night £ £90; “B” Single 2 nights £145; “C” Single 3 nights £200; “D” Twin 1 night £ 75 per person; “E” Twin 2 nights £110 per person; “F” Twin 3 nights £ 145 per person.

Evening meals may be booked at the hotel for £10 for two meals. Non-Players may deduct £30 from the cost of their room.  Entry Fee Only £30.

Please contact Tony Corfe from Castle Chess on telephone:  01707 659080.

Spectrum Chess

The entrance fee for Spectrum Chess is £30.  Apart from the Portsmouth Congress which traditionally is played over six rounds, the first being on Friday evening, all the other tournaments listed are played as a five round Swiss; three games on Saturday and two on Sunday.  The rate of play is 36 moves in 90 minutes with a 15 minute quick play finish.  All the Spectrum congresses listed below are divided into three sections: Major (under 175), Minor (under 135), and Challenger (under 110); the only exception is the Portsmouth Congress which also includes an Open Section (for all standards).

25th-27th September: Portsmouth Congress held at the Hilton Hotel, Eastern Road, Farlington, Portsmouth PO6 1UN.  This has unfortunately clashed this year with the Castle Chess congress at Bideford. Single room: two nights half board £252.  Twin room: two nights half board £165 per person.  Additional night: bed and breakfast £96 for a single room and £110 for two people sharing.  Evening meal £16 per person.

10th-11th October: Aveley Congress held at the Thurrock Hotel, Ship Lane, Aveley, Essex  RM19 1YN.  Single room: two nights bed and breakfast £130.  Twin room: two nights bed and breakfast £106 per person.  Additional night: bed and breakfast (dinner included) £50 for one person and £76 for two people sharing.  (No mention was made of half board, and when I rang the hotel, they couldn’t give me a price for evening meals as this would be dependant upon what was ordered.)

21st-22nd November:  Tunbridge Wells Congress held at the Russell Hotel, 80 London Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1DZ.  Early booking recommended, only 20 rooms available.  Single room: two nights bed and breakfast £110.  Twin room: two nights bed and breakfast £135 for two.  Additional night: bed and breakfast £55 for a single room and £60 for two people sharing. 

For more information and for booking, please contact Norman Went from Spectrum Chess on telephone: 01708 551617.

If anybody would like to register their bookings for mainstream congresses, including overseas congresses (both mainstream and VI congresses), or if you would like to inquire about BCA attendance of any congress, please do not hesitate to contact me as congress coordinator for the BCA.  I can let people know if other BCA members are going to a particular congress which could help members meet up and make the congress a more social event. 
Gary Wickett. 

Proposed Email Chess Tournament
Subject to interest, I am planning to start an informal email chess tournament beginning on Monday 5th October 2009.  Depending on numbers, I hope to split players into small groups according to playing ability, as this should make the games more enjoyable and help to prevent players getting swamped with too many moves coming in at once.  

If you are interested in playing in this informal tournament, can you please let me know no later than 30th September.  I will confirm receipt of all requests to play.  If you do not receive confirmation, please feel free to contact me again by phone.  I mention this as it has not been unknown for emails not to reach me.  However, this is the exception and not the rule, and I am happy to receive requests by email, phone, Braille or print.  

If the tournament goes ahead, all results will be published in the Tournament Director’s report.  
Gary Wickett.
Braille Chess Books

It has become apparent that some members are not aware of the range of Braille chess books that can be obtained from the RNIB.  As a result, a full list of the books currently available is given in this article.  Thanks are due to Pauline Wragg and Stan Lovell for their help in compiling the list.

Some of the books can be purchased, some are for loan only and some are both for sale and loan.  The books that we know for sure can be purchased are marked on the list with the word “sale”.  Naturally, some of the older books are in descriptive notation.

You can contact the RNIB direct about any of these books.  Alternatively, Mark Kirkham will be happy to help if he can.

At the 2009 AGM it was agreed that Mark would publicise in the Gazette any new Braille chess books that become available in the future.

List of Braille chess books available.

Alburt, L. Chess Training Pocket Book: 300 Most Important Positions & Ideas. 2000. Sale. 4 vol. 

Alekhine, A and Watts, W H.  The Book of the Nottingham International Chess Tournament, 1936.  3 vol.

Alexander, C H O’D and Beach T J.  Learn Chess: A New Way For All; Volume 1 First Principles. 1963. 2 vol.

Alexander, C H O’D and Beach T J.  Learn Chess: A New Way For All; Volume 2 Winning  Methods. 1963. 2 vol.

Bonham, W R and Wormald, R D. Chess Questions Answered. 2 vol.

Botvinnik, M. Botvinnik's Best Games. 1972. 4 vol. 

Braille Chess Magazine. 1960-91.

Chernev, I. The Most Instructive Games of Chess Ever Played: 62 Masterpieces of Modern Chess Strategy. 1972. Sale. 5 vol. 

Chernev, I.  The Russians Play Chess: 50 Master Games Selected and Annotated by the Author.  1948. 2 vol.  

Clarke, P H. 100 Soviet Chess Miniatures. 1963. 3 vol.

Cohn, H. The ABC of Chess.  1991.  Sale. 1 vol. 

Cohn, H. Latest on Chess Openings. 1969-1972. 1 vol.

Cohn, H. The Tournament Book of the Third IBCA Chess Olympiad, Weymouth 1968. 1 vol. 

Davies, N. Play 1 e4 e5! A Complete Repertoire for Black in the Open Games. 2005. Sale. 5 vol. 

Du Mont, J.  200 Miniature Games of Chess. 1941. 3 vol.

Du Mont, J. Chess: More Miniature Games. 1953. 3 vol.

Dunnington, A.  Blunders: and How to Avoid Them. 2004. Sale. 4 Vol.   

Estrin, Y. The World Champions Teach Chess. 1988. 4 vol. 

Fine, R. The Middle Game in Chess. 1952. 5 vol.

Fox, M. The Complete Chess Addict. 1987. 5 vol.
Gallagher, J. Starting Out: The Caro-Kann. 2002. Sale. 4 vol. 

Griffiths, R C and Golombek, H.  A Pocket Guide to Chess Openings. 1949. 2 vol.

Hartston, W. Teach Yourself Chess. 1985. 4 vol.

Heidenfeld, W. Draw! 1982. 4 vol.

Kasparov, G. How Life Immitates Chess. 2007. Sale. 5 vol.

Keene, R and Jacobs, B. A Complete Defence for Black. 1996. Sale. 3 vol. 

Keres, P. Practical Chess Endings. 1974. Sale. 5 vol. 

King, D. English Defence. 1999. Sale. 4 vol. 

Lane, G. The Grand Prix Attack. 1997. Sale. 6 vol. 

Lane, G. The Ultimate Closed Sicilian. 2001. Sale. 6 vol. 

Mednis, E. How to be a Complete Tournament Player. 1991. Sale. 2 vol. Sale, only available to UK customers. 5 vol.

Morley, F V. My One Contribution to Chess. 1947. 2 vol.

Neishtadt, I. Winning Quickly with Black. 1996. Sale. 3 vol. 

Neishtadt, I. Winning Quickly with White. 1996. Sale. 4 vol.

Nunn, J. Solving in Style. 1985. Sale. 4 vol. 
O'Kelly De Galway, A. Assess your Chess Fast. 1978. 3 vol.

Pachman, L. Attack and Defence in Modern Chess Tactics. 1973. Sale. 3 vol. 

Phillips, A. The Chess Teacher:  25 lessons. 2 vol.

Reinfeld, F. Chess Strategy and Tactics: Fifty Master Games. 1 vol.

Rice, J M. Chess Wizardry: The New ABC of Chess Problems. 1996. Sale. 9 vol.

Sadler, M. Queen's Gambit Declined. 2000. Sale. 6 vol. 

Sawyer, T. Alapin French: Tactics for White. 1995. Sale. 2 vol. 

Sokolsky, A. The Modern Openings in Theory and Practice: Their Influence on the Middle Game. 1962. Sale. 6 vol.

Speelman, J and Keene, R. Essential Chess Openings. 1992. Sale. 4 vol.

Stean, M. Simple Chess. 1978. Sale. 2 vol.

Watts, W H. Every Game Checkmate. 1934. 1 vol.

Winkleman, B. Modern Chess Endings: Part 1 Simple Endings; Part 2 Masters of the Endgame; Part 3 Selected Endgame Studies; Part 4 A Trio of Modern Composers. 2 vol.

Yates, F D and Winter, W. Modern Master Play. 1 vol. 
Norman Wragg.

Millennium Club Winners for 2009

Chris has sent me the Millennium Club winners for 2009. They are: 
January 
Les Whittle; 
February 
Geoff Long; 
March 

John Gallagher; 
April 

Hans Cohn; 
May 

Mike Hague; 
June 

David Hodgkins. 

Thanks to Denise Ross for running the club. 
Guy Whitehouse.

New Chess Sets

We have now completed the first phase of a project with a woodworker in Weymouth, as a result of which we have 30 new chess sets for sale to members.  As outlined in an earlier edition of the gazette, this set is designed to cater for both those who like prisons for captured pieces and those who don’t.  A board sits in a tray, and the holes for captured pieces run down the side of the tray.  Those not interested in prisons can simply dispose of the tray altogether.  Those who have bought a Dutch set might be interested to know that it can also fit in the tray we have had made.  The new board we have had produced is also a fraction narrower than anticipated, so it will appeal to those who are looking for a slightly smaller set.

It has been a fiddly and messy project at times, and this is not the place to go into a long report on the highs and lows of the project.  The benefits are that we now have a set which can cater to most tastes and we also have, at least for now, a UK supplier.  Nevertheless running this project did cause me to wonder whether there wasn’t some way of making mainstream sets usable by visually impaired people, and if anyone of you have had any bright ideas on this, they would be most welcome.

The sets were shown to the Indian team at the IBCA junior world championships in Sweden in June this year, and they seemed to go down well.  We have already sold two to one member, though we are putting finishing touches to some boards and having the sharpness taken off some of the points on the black pieces.  I have asked the supplier if he will put rubber feet on the board, though I know some people simply put the board they use on foam and aren’t bothered about rubber feet.  Some holes on some boards are tight, though over time the wood should become less stiff.

The technical sub-committee have decided to sell the sets at £20 each.  If you aren’t bothered about rubber feet on the board you can buy one now.

Finally Steve Hilton did tell me that other countries are producing sets.  Iran certainly are, but from memory their sets are a little expensive, though extremely high quality.  India will be producing some within the next month.

Guy Whitehouse.

Tournament Director’s Report and Proposed Changes to Report Format

This is my second report for the Gazette as Tournament director.  Before I go any further, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has sent me such kind words concerning my first report.  I am still very new to this post and the messages I received were a lovely surprise and encouragement.

As I write the sun is beating down, an occurrence which should be the seasonal norm, but which is a phenomenon that has been absent for the last couple of years.  However, although in England we may have to endure the fickle nature of the seasons, this time of year rarely fails to shine with explosive heat on the chess board, where many games are now well into the middle game.  The place where iron and muscle are tested, and many opponents of equal weight lock their unyielding horns in the titanic struggle to win the stronger end game.  Yet the middle game is also the place where the follies of undevelopment strive to outwit, and alas, too often lie crushed beneath, the sterner steel of good development and central control.  

I consider the middle game to be like a furnace, where the metal is tried, and vigorous virtues and venomous vices prove their worth; the solid soldier and occasional sneaky sniper contending with stoic sacrifice, timid tiptoe, and occasional daring, dangerous, jaw dropping and eye raising exploits; thirsty for conquest of the infinite confines of their four and sixty squares. 

But alas, I fly again on the whimsical wing of fantasy, and may paint with colours too bold that which is assigned to the realm of black and white, yet one may observe, to the eye of the keen chess player, never have these two contrasting, mundane, lifeless tones shone with such daring and vivacious colour.  But enough, I hear some groan, my whimsical waffle needs to be perpetually checked!  And on such a bad pun, which such shallow wit, most assuredly from many, deep sighs draws; I now turn to the more important business of unveiling the scores.  But before I do, I first would like to tell you about a few changes I wish to make to my TD report.

As I mentioned in my first report, as Tournament Director one of the things I want to strive to achieve is to try and inspire as many people as I can to take part in the postal tournaments.  For this purpose, and also for the hopeful added enjoyment and interest of the reader, I want to invite you to step inside the various games, to glimpse not only the outer shell of results, but to see some of the inner furniture of action.  Therefore, at the Committee Meeting on 25 April, I put forward some ideas I had been kicking around and got the go ahead to give them a try.  These will be initially done on a pilot basis, subject to feedback.  I hope that these slight changes will add something new and exciting to my report, but to quote the old cliché: “The proof of the pudding is in the eating”.  Therefore, I would be more than happy to receive feedback, either of a positive or critical nature.

The first small addition, which you will notice has already been implemented into this report, is the recording of how draws occur.  The other changes are slightly more adventurous and therefore I thought it prudent to obtain some feedback before going ahead.  I will therefore wait until the November Gazette before publishing these additions.

The first thing I would like to do in my November report is to invite players to submit comments on any completed games that they have played.  This would be in the form of a sort of snapshot of the game, no more than a short sentence or two.  I am aware that not all games can be so easily put into a nutshell, thus this would not apply to every game.  However, in my experience, a lot of games have a crunch point or a traumatic fate sealing moment that determines the result.  If players want to volunteer such a comment, could they please contact me direct, either by phone, email or by post, this way I can get the description first-hand, and if I need to summarise further I can check with the player concerned that I have a correct description.  If the comments appear to be subjective rather than factual, i.e. one of a positional concept rather than one of simple material advantage, I would then check with the other player that he/she is happy with the analysis.  I of course see the need to be sensitive, and will not highlight any first class blunders that are sometimes made by weaker players.  I may not be quite so lenient with those stronger players who should know better, as recording such blunders gives us all hope!  

This new project will only affect games in the Championship and in the League, it will not apply to friendly games.  In addition, players can choose to opt out from having their games commented upon if they so wish.  Initially before anything goes to print, I will check with all postal players that they are happy with the idea, or whether they would prefer to be added to the opt out list.  If they choose the latter, I will of course ensure that no comments are published on their games.  

The second idea I wish to bring to the November Gazette is if anyone has a postal game that they think readers may enjoy, to invite them to send me the game to be published.  Depending on the size of games, I would generally only be able to publish one game per issue, and as I do not pretend to be a good enough player to judge one game above another, I would ask that all games that are sent to me have an appropriate commentary.  The commentary does not necessarily need to be done by an expert, all I require is that players record their thought processes at various points in the game.  I am interested in games of all levels.  I personally think it would be great, in addition to seeing some of the top level games, to use this as a stage for some of the games in the lower divisions.  With this in mind, I thought it would be a useful and interesting idea to invite stronger players to submit comments on any published games.  Once again, this would just be for tournament games and there will be an opt out option for people who do not wish for any of their games to be published.  In addition to this, as an extra safeguard, before I publish any games, I will check with both players that they are happy for the game to go in the Gazette.  Games can be sent to me either by tape, email or Braille.  
I do apologise for the length of this report, however, you will be glad to know that I finally now come to the all important matter of scores.

40TH BCA CHAMPIONSHIP 

Premier – Group leader David Hodgkins   
Hodgkins-Mike Hague 1-0 Queen’s Pawn 25

Scores: David Hodgkins 1-1, Mike Hague 0-1. 

Group A – Group leader Gary Wickett
Wickett-Atherton 0-1 Ruy Lopez 16

Spink-Wickett 0-1 Larsen’s Opening 26

Patching-Wickett 0.5-0.5 Queen’s Gambit Declined (draw by repetition) 29
Scores: Gary Wickett 1.5-3, Frank Atherton 1-1, Geoff Patching 0.5-1, Derek Spink 0-1.

Group B – Group leader Mark Hague
Mark Hague-McGuigan 1-0 Queen’s Pawn 16

Scores: Alec Crombie 2-2, Mark Hague 1-2, Eric Gallagher 0-1, Mike McGuigan 0-1.

BCA LEAGUE 

League Division 1 – group leader David Hodgkins
Hodgkins-Bryant 0-1 Centre Counter 32

Gibbs-Crombie 0-1 Caro Kann 27  

Scores: Alec Crombie 3.5-5, Frank Atherton 3-4, Lionel Bryant 2-4, Ernie McElroy 1-2, David Gibbs 0.5-2, David Hodgkins 0-3. 

Although many games are yet to be completed so it is too early to make any definite predictions, at this stage it appears to be a two horse race, Alec, after completing all his games is leading by just half a point.  However, Frank has one unfinished game to play against Ernie, the result of which we await with interest.

League Division 3 – group leader Gary Wickett
Richardson-O’Brien 0-1 Scotch 27

Rees-Spink unknown 0-1 38

O’Brien–Rees 1-0 King’s Gambit Declined 35

Scores: George Phillips 6–6, Sean O’Brien 4.5–6, Derek Spink 3.5–6, Gary Wickett 2.5–6, Jim Cuthbert 1.5–5, David Rees 1–4, Allen Richardson 0–5.

As already mentioned in the last Gazette, George has finished all his games with a perfect result and thus deservedly earns first place.  It is now clear that Sean has grabbed second place and will also be promoted to Division 2 next season.    

Friendly games ladder table
Huby-Hodgkins 0-1 19

Cuthbert–Spink 1-0 27

Wickett-O’Brien 0.5-0.5 King’s Gambit 40

Leading scores: Orlando Sobers 14, David Hodgkins and Geoff Patching 13, Frank Atherton 10.

Clearly very close.  The November issue may give us a stronger clue of who will be awarded the Shield this year. 
Gary Wickett.
Membership Secretary’s Report

Annual subscribers should be aware that membership is due on 1st October 2009 at £7 or £70 for life membership.  Cheques for subscription should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association (BCA) and sent either to myself or to Gill Smith, our treasurer.

Members can also set up a direct debit; details can be obtained from the treasurer.  Members can also use the telephone banking option to pay direct to the BCA account.  If this option is followed, it would be gratefully appreciated if you could let me know that you have paid your subscription.

I cannot emphasize enough how important it is that the guidelines below are followed.  If a member moves and their details are not passed to me, it makes it extremely difficult to keep our membership and gazette records up to date.

If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of medium.

Deceased members. 
Daniel Barry (Braille, life member), died some time in 2007. 
Please note: this has only just been brought to my attention.

Geoff Carlin (tape, life member); died 29 May 2009. 
David Hodgkins.

IBIS Haaksbergen Tournament 2009

This took place from Friday 17th to Monday 20th April 2009.  This year the party going to the annual IBIS tournament in the little Dutch town of Haaksbergen numbered seven BCA members.  Six of us met up at Liverpool Street Station to catch the train and overnight ferry on the Thursday.  These were myself, Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, Phil Smith, Mike Murphy and Geoff Patching.  Steve Hilton flew from Scotland.

Our boat crossing went peacefully, as did all our train journeys in the UK and in the Netherlands.  We were collected from Hengelo station by our host families, and later that evening met up at the Kopen Theatre-Unity Building where the chess was to be held.  This meant we met old and new friends and learnt on which tables we were playing and against whom.

On Saturday morning the tournament was opened by the mayor of Haaksbergen and this time there was something a little different, as part of the ceremony was conducted outside.  This year was the 35th anniversary of the Haaksbergen tournament, and a plaque was unveiled to mark this occasion and fixed to the outside wall of the building.  It is made out of metal and is a Springer (Knight) with the IBIS symbol both in writing and in Braille and also with the Haaksbergen star.  After the plaque had been unveiled we went inside to our chess tables and the mayor continued his opening speech.

The British players were on the following tables and scored as follows:-

Table 1: Steve Hilton 2-3, joint first on his table;

Table 3: David Hodgkins 2.5-3, first on his table;

Table 11: Phil Smith 3-3, first on his table;

Table 13: Mike Murphy 2-3, first on his table;

Table 14: Geoff Patching 0-3.

The British players scored 9.5 out of a possible 15 points.

Numbers in the tournament were slightly down this year, there being fifteen tables and sixty players.

For the third year the friendship plaque was not contested.  This was because the tournament organisers wanted to obtain players’ views on how the winner of the friendship plaque should be decided.  They are concerned that, in its current format, teams of different nationalities are not getting together to know each other.  They are still open to suggestions from players, and it is hoped that the plaque will be competed for in 2010.

On the Saturday evening, due to it being the 35th anniversary of the IBIS tournament, we had an Indonesian/Chinese meal and were entertained by a group of singers and a pianist.  They sang a variety of songs in Dutch, German, English and Belgian and performed for about an hour in total with a few breaks.  After they had finished, the pianist continued to play for some time.  Most of the British party attended this event and a good time was had by all.

On Sunday afternoon after the closing speeches and the prize giving we departed from the venue with our host families for the remainder of our stay in Haaksbergen.  On Monday morning our host families took us to Hengelo station so we could start our journey back by train to the Hook of Holland to catch the overnight ferry back to Harwich.

I would like to sincerely thank Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, plus Mike Murphy and Phil Smith, for all the help and assistance they gave throughout the trip.  Without their support the journey and organisation would not have gone as smoothly as it did.

Next year the tournament will take place from Friday 23rd to Monday 26th April.  All those who would like to go on this trip should notify me (in writing or by phone) no later than Friday 18th December, hopefully along with the name of a guide.  Also when notifying me of your participation on this trip you should confirm whether you will be travelling with the organised party or making your own travel arrangements.  If the same method of travel is used as the organised party, this will mean departing from Harwich on Thursday 22nd April and returning to Harwich on Tuesday 27th April.

If you make your own travel arrangements, I still need to be notified of your arrival and departure times from Hengelo station so that I can notify the Dutch organisers of these arrangements.

You can contact me by writing to;- 
44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN or by telephone: 01926 425803. 
David Hodgkins.

4NCL 2008-2009

Yet again the BCA had another successful season in the 4NCL league this year.  We participated in Division 3 of this prestigious event, and despite the many hindrances and unfortunate circumstances which we had to deal with this year, our final placing and achievement is an absolute credit to the great team camaraderie and excellent togetherness within the squad.  We finished with 13 match points, therefore achieving our principal objective of bettering our previous season’s performances.  We inevitably move from strength to strength and our performances throughout the years are reflective of the progress we are indeed making.

We won 5 matches, drew 3 and lost 3, giving us 13 match points out of a possible 22.  This gave us 6th place out of the 30 teams in the division.  5th place came in with 15 points (CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 2), with a couple of teams on 16 and the winners of the division, AMCA DRAGONS, with 21 points.  The top 4 teams got promotion into division 2.

However, the team was scuppered from the outset, since on the very first weekend, 18th October, our top 7 players were participating in the IBCA Olympiad in Crete.  This inevitably meant that a weakened team was fielded, and although they only lost one match, this dictated that we were always playing catch-up with the rest of the division.  Another great blow to the team was Tyson’s unfortunate illness shortly after the BCA AGM, which prevented him from supplying his valuable assistance in our search for promotion.  Naturally, I, as well as the rest of the squad, wish Tyson all the very best for his operation on July 20th and we hope that he is able to recover quickly and is soon back at the board, aiding us once again in the 4 Nations Chess League.  His participation, indubitable assistance and dogged determination to churn out win after win for the BCA, is categorically inestimable!

With our top three boards all scoring above 66%, this gives you a tremendous platform from which we can mount up substantial wins, as it is only a 6-board match.  With the top three boards performing at their best, the rest of the team only have to scramble a point from somewhere, and we secure the match win.  Obviously, every single member of the squad is vital in the grand scheme of things, and without every person aiding me this year, the success wouldn’t be as great.  I wish to offer my personal thanks to everybody who has offered themselves, played for us or generally supported us in any way they can.

Naturally, comprehensive details of our results and games can be found at our website at: http://www.braillechess.org.uk/4ncl/ and the games from the squad can be downloaded from: http://www.braillechess.org.uk/4ncl/4ncl.pgn.

If anybody wishes to know more about this event, then please do not hesitate to contact me.  Let’s hope that next year we can push on and get even better and reach those top 4 spots!

Individual results:
Colin Crouch (2356) 7.5-9 = 83%; 
Tyson Mordue (2292) 4-6 = 66%; 
Chris Ross (2195) 7-9 = 77%; 
Graham Lilley (2097) 2-5; 
Bruce Birchall (2000) 0-2;
Bill Armstrong (1978) 2.5-5; 
Tristram Cole (1970) 4.5-11; 
Steve Burnell 0.5-3; 
Steve Hilton 2-7; 
Les Whittle (1885) 0.5-2; 
David Ross (1845) 0.5-2; 
Norman Andrews (1765) 0-2; 
Alastair Irving (1585) 0-1.

Team results: 
Round 1 - 18/10/2008 versus Halesowen won 3.5-2.5; 
Round 2 - 19/10/2008 versus Cambridge University 2 lost 0.5-5.5; 
Round 3 - 6/12/2008 versus Littlethorpe 2 won 4-2; 
Round 4 - 7/12/2008 versus KJCA Kings won 4-2; 
Round 5 - 7/2/2009 versus Metropolitan drew 3-3; 
Round 6 - 8/2/2009 versus Hackney drew 3-3; 
Round 7 - 21/3/2009 versus Warwickshire Select 2 lost 2-4; 
Round 8 - 22/3/2009 versus Gloucestershire Gambits drew 3-3; 
Round 9 - 2/5/2009 versus Iceni won 3.5-2.5; 
Round 10 - 3/5/2009 versus AMCA Dragons lost 2.5-3.5; 
Round 11 - 4/5/2009 versus Guildford-A&DC 4 won 3.5-2.5. 

Games

Ross-Lumm, Sicilian

(Chris can supply notes on this game if required)

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bb5 g6 4 Bxc6 dxc6 5 h3 Nf6 6 d3 Bg7 7 Nc3 Nd7 8 Be3 e5 9 Qd2 Qe7 10 0-0 Nf8 11 Bh6 Ne6 12 Bxg7 Nxg7 13 Ne2 0-0 14 a3 Rd8? (-f6 should have been played) 15 Qc3 f6 16 Nh2 Ne6 17 f4 exf4 18 Nxf4 Nxf4 19 Rxf4 Rf8 (-f5 was better) 20 Raf1 Kg7 (again –f5 was the only move) 21 Nf3 Be6 22 h4! h6 23 b4 b6? 24 bxc5 Qxc5+ 25 Qxc5 bxc5 26 e5 f5 27 Ra4 Rfb8 28 Nd2 g5 29 hxg5 hxg5 30 Nc4 Kg6 31 Ra6 Bd5 32 Ne3 Rb6 33 Ra5 Be6 34 Rxc5 Rc8 35 Rc3 Rb5 36 d4 f4 37 Nc4 Rc7 38 Nd6 Rb2 39 g3 Bh3 40 Re1 fxg3 41 Rxg3 Rh7 42 e6 Kf6 43 Rf3+ Ke7 44 Rf7+ Kxd6 45 Rxh7 Bxe6 46 Rh6 1-0
Crouch-Stimpson, French by transposition

1 d4 e6 2 e4 d5 3 Nd2 dxe4 4 Nxe4 Qd5 5 Bd3 Nf6 6 Qe2 Qxd4 7 Nf3 Qd8 8 Bd2 Be7 9 0-0-0 Nbd7 10 Neg5 0-0 11 Bc3 Qe8 12 Rhe1 h6 13 Nxe6 fxe6 14 Qxe6+ Rf7 15 Bg6 Kf8 16 Qc4 c5 17 Rxe7 Qxe7 18 Re1 Qxe1+ 19 Nxe1 Re7 20 Nd3 b6 21 Nf4 b5 22 Qxb5 Rb8 23 Qc6 Bb7 24 Qd6 1-0

Obituary for Geoff Carlin, 1932-2009

Colin Chambers writes: 
Geoff became a pupil at The Royal Normal College for the Blind, Rowton Castle, Shrewsbury in 1945 and stayed until 1952.  Whilst at the college, he was a prime mover in the formation of their very successful chess club.  He trained as a piano tuner and ran his own tuning business throughout his working life.

Geoff was destined to play an important part in the Braille Chess Association.  Was it a coincidence that both Geoff and the BCA were created in 1932?!

He was very active in over-the-board chess.  He represented Great Britain in the first 9 IBCA Chess Olympiads, i.e. West Germany 1961, East Germany 1964, Great Britain 1968, Yugoslavia 1972, Finland 1976, the Netherlands 1980, Spain 1985, Hungary 1988 and Spain 1992.  Besides this, Geoff was in the Great Britain team in the World Cups in Spain 1990 and Poland 1994.  He also represented his country in World Individual Tournaments.  He still found time to win our own championships on at least 5 occasions.

Geoff didn't confine himself to over-the-board chess, and was also very active in postal chess.  He represented Great Britain in postal chess Olympiads and won our postal chess championship.

No, he didn't confine himself to chess for the visually impaired.  He was very active in his local chess league and was a regular member of the Leicestershire County team.  Geoff's father was one of the founders of the Braunstone club, and Geoff played for this club throughout his chess career.

When facing Geoff over a chess board, it was a very frightening experience.  However, off the chess board he was very quiet and unassuming.  He was always ready to support team members and help whenever possible.  Neil Beasley, a vice-president of the Leicestershire and Rutland Chess Association, described him as “a much-loved and respected chess player.” 

During the last 10 years, due to Alzheimers, Geoff's health steadily deteriorated.  He passed away on 29th May, 2009.  Many of Geoff’s friends attended the funeral including Hans Cohn, Julie and Ollie Leonard and Peter and Celia Gibbs of the BCA, Jim Bingham, Pat Hogan and John Robinson from the Braunstone club and Brian Foreman from the Scraptoft Valley club.

Geoff leaves a wife, Ruth, and three children, Helen, Gill and Clive.

Peter Gibbs, president of the Midland Counties Chess Union and close friend of Geoff, adds: 
As I knew Reg Bonham from having played him in the British Championship and county matches, I always made a point of speaking to Geoff at county matches, although we were on opposite sides!  However, it was sheer coincidence that in 1977 Celia and I became firm friends of Geoff and Ruth.

As everyone knows, Geoff was a piano tuner by profession.  One day in 1977 we saw Geoff striding through the driving rain in Hinckley, purposefully going to his next appointment.  We gave him a lift to this appointment, and shortly after that he telephoned to say that in the following year he would be representing the BCA in the World Individual Championship and would I be willing to give him chess coaching and be his guide at the tournament.  I suppose one could say that the rest is history, because since then I have been involved with the BCA as an Arbiter and have accompanied teams abroad, both senior and junior.  For all this I am indebted to Geoff.

I always found Geoff to be a most modest person about his chess achievements.  He was a gentle man and a perfect gentleman. Under this quiet exterior he had a good sense of humour.  I remember at one tournament abroad we were going back to our hotel room and talking.  I must confess that I was not taking too much notice of our surroundings.  The point came when Geoff said “Surely we are a floor higher than we should be.”  He was, of course, correct and some banter ensued between us about who was the guide.

In my prime I quite prided myself on my ability to play chess without sight of a board.  In many of our travels abroad Geoff and I used to play chess in this way to pass the time.  I found he was adept at blindfold chess and I had to struggle to break even.  Occasionally when I was especially struggling he would say “I think you touched that piece in your mind” which would cause much mirth.

Celia and I have lost a close friend and we know that all the BCA members will feel the same.  Ruth and her family must feel the loss most acutely.  Our thoughts are with them.
