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Editorial

The August and November editions of the gazette are being fully sponsored by the Ulverscroft Foundation.  I have passed on the association’s thanks to our sponsors for their generosity.

Can I draw your attention to Stan’s article on new booking procedures for tournaments immediately following this editorial. Also there are articles on mainstream tournaments being held in hotels, on Spectrum Chess and on the scheme to support grass roots tournament novices in mainstream events by Bill Armstrong.

It is sad to have to end yet another version of the gazette with an obituary, this time for George Plechaty. I’m sure you’ll join me in passing condolencies to his widow Janet.

Finally can I have entries for the November gazette by 10th October; thanks. 
Guy Whitehouse.

New Booking Procedure
All cheques for accommodation and entry fees should now be sent to the B.C.A. Finance Officer: Mrs. Gill Smith, 58 Foxfield Avenue, Bradley Stoke, Bristol BS32 0BW  Tel: 01454 885045  Email: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk
When sending your cheque please include details of your booking requirements including:

1.  Single room, twin room or double room.

2.  If you prefer a bath or a shower.

3.  If you prefer a room in which you can smoke.  Please note.  Many hotels are adopting a completely non smoking policy.

4.  If you will be bringing a guide dog.

5.  If you are on a special diet.

6.  If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located near to a lift or stairs.

7.  Any other requests.

There is no need to send your requirements and requests to the organiser as Gill will do this.  Please do not make such requests direct to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who prefer to make payments direct into the B.C.A. account on-line or by direct bank transfer may do so but please ensure your payment is cleared by the closing date and then inform the finance officer that your payment has been made and include your booking requirements as listed above.

Any member wishing to discuss any point with the tournament organiser may still do so.  Please note.  Gill can be contacted in Braille, print, tape, email or telephone.
Forthcoming Events

14th – 16th November 2008. International Autumn Tournament, Midland Hotel, Derby.  This Tournament will be open to all blind and partially sighted players and associate members of the BCA.  There will be a Major Open event, and a Minor event for those whose grade (or estimated grade) is 80 or below.  Many members will be familiar with this hotel and its excellent facilities.  It is in an ideal location being situated very close to Derby Railway station.

The cost of accommodation for members and associate members is £42 per person per night for a shared room, and £47 per night for a single.  For non-members and for those wishing to stay on the Sunday night the rates will be £47 per person sharing and £52 for a single.  Entry fee is £10 if received by the closing date of 12 September.

On the Saturday evening there will be a Bring and Buy Sale to raise funds for The BCA.  Please start saving good quality unwanted items and bring them along to the tournament.

Please send cheques and bookings to the B.C.A. finance officer: Mrs. Gill Smith, 58 Foxfield Avenue, Bradley Stoke, Bristol BS32 0BW. Tel: 01454 885045, Email: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.
6th – 8th March 2008. Annual General meeting and Chess Congress. Midland Hotel, Derby.

The Annual General Meeting will take place at 2pm on Saturday 7th March.  The five round chess tournament will be open to all blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA.  There will be a major open event and a minor event limited to players whose grade [or estimated grade] is 80 or below.
Once again we return to the Midland hotel with its excellent facilities and convenient location close to Derby railway station.  The cost of accommodation, including dinner, bed & breakfast, for members and associate members is £45 per night in a shared room and £50 single.  For non-members and for those wishing to stay Sunday night the rates are £50 in a shared room and £54-60 single.  The entry fee, if paid before 10th January 2009, is £10.  Entries and bookings accepted after that date carry a £10 late booking fee.

Please send your cheques and your booking requirements to the BCA finance officer, Mrs Gill Smith, see address above or at the front of the gazette. 

Please send resolutions or other items for inclusion on the agenda to Norman Wragg by 31 December 2008.

15th – 22nd August 2009. British Championship for Blind and Partially Sighted Players. 
The Monarch Hotel, Bridlington.

We are confident the Monarch will be a comfortable and friendly venue for this event.  It is situated in a quiet location on the sea front within easy walking distance of the Spa, the harbour and the town centre.

The British Championship is open to blind and partially sighted UK residents.  If there are sufficient entries, there will also be a minor event limited to players whose grade [or estimated grade] is 80 or below.  The cost of accommodation, including dinner, bed & breakfast, is £220 for members and associate members.  The cost for non-members is £252.

To comply with the requirements of the hotel for the summer season, the closing date for bookings is 23rd May 2009.  Bookings accepted after that date will carry a £10 late booking fee.  Please send your cheques and your booking requirements to the BCA finance officer, Mrs. Gill Smith, whose contact details appear above.

Booking conditions. 
Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 25 receive free entry and free accommodation when playing in BCA events.  In certain circumstances, free accommodation is also available to a parent or guardian accompanying a child.

Cheques should be made payable to The Braille Chess Association or BCA.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked. Post-dated cheques are not accepted.  Bookings accepted after the advertised closing date are subject to a £10 late booking fee.  Late bookings are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.

Those booking on-line or by a direct bank transfer must ensure their payment is cleared by the closing date.  They must then inform the finance officer and include their booking requirements.  Members are requested not to make requests for their room requirements direct to the hotel as this causes confusion.

The BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. 
Name: Braille Chess Association; 
Sort Code: 405240; 
Account Number: 00082456. 
If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. Autumn Tournament 2008. 
Stan Lovell.
Belgium Open, 2008

Members of the BCA have been invited to take part in the 17th Open Belgium Championship this year.  Stan Lovell who played in the tournament last year recommends it.  You can obtain an entry form from Julie Leonard.

The tournament runs from Friday 7th November in the evening (supper included) to Tuesday 11th November in the morning.  Those participating are requested to arrive in the hotel before 5.30pm; supper is at 6pm and the 1st round starts at 8pm.

The tournament takes place at the Hotel Zonnebloem, Neeuwenlaan 2 – 8620 Nieuwpoort.  Zonnebloem is a quietly located holiday centre on the seafront of Nieuwpoort-Bad, next to the beach.  At the other side of the building, there is an attractive park with a playground.  The holiday centre is within easy reach of the shopping area, public transport (tramway) and the main tourist attractions in and around Nieuwpoort, such as the fish market and the large marina.  The tournament takes place in a quiet room and there is a nice bar, open the whole day. There is also an elevator, so people in wheelchairs are welcome.

Directions. By public transport:  Take the train to Ostend.  Outside the station you can take the coastal tram to Nieuwpoort (30 minutes).  Leave the tram at the stop ‘Nieuwpoort-Zonnebloem’ and go towards the seafront.  The holiday centre Zonnebloem is located next to the park of the same name.

By car: Follow E40, take exit 3 (Diksmuide-Nieuwpoort).  Follow N355 direction Nieuwpoort-aan-Zee (via Kinderlaan).  Past the fourth traffic lights (after approx. 5 kilometres), turn right (Franslaan) and then left (Meeuwenlaan).

The tournament will be a 7-round Swiss.  Round 1 will be on Friday evening, thereafter 2 rounds per day in the morning and afternoon.  Prizes will be awarded on Tuesday morning.  There is  €300 prize money.  Apart from that, there is a bonus of €2 for every game you win.  There will be cups for the winner of the Belgian Open Championship A and B for the visually impaired, the Open Belgian champion for normal sighteds, the champion of the BSFVG (visually impaired).

Charges. Twin room €185, Single room €250.  Guide dogs are allowed at an extra cost of €15, but contact Herman Jennen in advance.

You have to enter and pay before the 10th of September 2008.  You can do that by a bank transaction: 
Bank Account Number 979-6087345-18; 
Bank Name: ARGENTA; 
Account Name: B..S.F.V.G. ; 
Bank Address: Zwijnaardesteenweg 197 , in B-9000 GENT. 
For international payments to Belgium you will need the following numbers: 
BIC-nr: ARSPBE22
IBAN-nr: BE50 9796 0873 4518.  

You also need to send the registration form to: 
Alex GEERINCK, treasurer B..S.F.V.G. , Zwijnaardesteenweg 197 te B-9000 GENT (email alex.geerinck@pandora.be). 
People who register will receive a confirmation letter and a final information sheet nearer the tournament.

Note: People who do a money transfer from abroad must meet the bank costs themselves.  Please look carefully if you do the transaction, so that the right amount of money is transferred.  Any shortfalls will be collected during the tournament.  People are only registered when the money has been received.  Rooms will be given to registered people on a first-come first-served basis.  People who are registered but don’t show up will need to pay €50.  After September 10th, there is no guarantee that there will be any rooms available for the same price.

For further information please contact Herman Jennen, tel: 0032-37765592, or email herman.jennen@skynet.be. Alternatively contact Nancy Crevits, tel: 0032-14323537, email nancy.crevits@belgacom.net.
Irish Open Tournament 2008

The tournament will be held in the Marine Hotel, Sutton Cross, Dublin, from Friday October 10th to Monday October 13th 2008.  The Tournament will be a 6-round Swiss open to all visually impaired players and their guides.  The rate of play will be all moves in 1 hour and 45 minutes for each player.  There will be two sections if numbers allow, a Major section open to players of all strengths and a Minor section confined to players rated below 1400 ELO.

The Marine hotel is located 20 minutes drive from Dublin Airport and a similar distance from the City Centre.  It is convenient to the DART suburban rail service which connects to the Dunleary ferry port.  Note that the organisers are unable to provide transport to the Hotel on this occasion.

The cost for three nights’ bed, breakfast and evening meal is €230 for players and guides and €290 for others.  The cost for a single room is €320.  The entry fee, excursion and the musical entertainment are included in this price.  Those wishing to extend their stay may do so at a cost of €99  per night per room for bed and breakfast, but only if bookings are made through the BCAI.

All fees should be paid to the Treasurer, 
Ernie McElroy, 1 The Village Green, Ratoath, Co. Meath - Telephone: +353 1 8027541. 
Bank account details will be provided on request to those wishing to pay by credit transfer.  The closing date for bookings and payment of fees has been extended to 31st August.

Full details are available from 
Eamon Casey, Telephone:  +353 44 9347997 (home number), email: casbur@eircom.net. 
Philip Doyle.

Mainstream Events in Hotels

Guernsey International Chess Festival. Sunday 19th to Saturday 25th October 2008. 
Cost of accommodation with dinner, bed & breakfast £44 per day sharing, £51 single.

There is a very strong open event and the Holiday-maker event which is for players graded 145 or below.  There is one game a day.  The rate of play is 50 moves in two-and-a-half hours followed by 30 minutes each player for the completion of the game.  The entry fee is £40.  This includes the prize giving festival dinner at the end of the tournament.

For further details contact the organiser at c/o Peebles, 01481 239088, email hamperlfred@hotmail.com.

West of England Seniors Tournament.  
Monday 17th to Friday 21st November 2008.  Royal Beacon Hotel, Exmouth. Tel: 01395 264 886.

Cost of accommodation, including dinner, bed and breakfast is £65 per night sharing and £80 single.  Limited number of single rooms.

In this event there is one game per day for seniors, 60 or over.  There may also be a supporting event for younger players.  Further details from: Linda Crickmore, email plymouthchess@btinternet.com. Sorry we do not have a phone number for Linda. 
Stan Lovell.

Event for National Braille Week

We have been invited to run an event in January 2009 when National Braille week will be celebrating the 200th anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille.  At the time of preparing this article nothing is confirmed.
We are investigating the possibility of running a friendly international event in Edinburgh during the first weekend in January 2009.  We would anticipate the event to include teams of four players from four or six countries.  One of the features of the event in order to make it appropriate to national Braille Week would be a requirement for the players to use Braille chess sets, Braille chess clocks and to record their moves in Braille.  We are partners in this event with Royal Blind Scotland, who are helping us with the funding.  More details next issue. 
Stan Lovell.

BCA Team in Crete for IBCA Olympiad

As mentioned in the February 2008 Gazette, the next IBCA Olympiad will take place on the island of Crete from 18 to 29 October this year.  More than thirty countries are likely to take part and each country will play nine matches.  There will be four players in each team but, in line with most countries, we shall be taking a fifth player so that the squad can be rotated.

Battling for the UK will be Colin Crouch, Chris Ross, Graham Lilley, Bill Armstrong and Steve Hilton.  They will be accompanied by two coaches, Neil McDonald and Chris Beaumont, and by two guides, Geoff Ward and Pat Armstrong.

The overall cost of sending the squad to the Olympiad will be around £9000, but two sponsors have already provided a large proportion of the necessary funding.  One of the sponsors is Winton Capital who have donated £4500, and the other sponsor is the Geoff and Fiona Squire Foundation who have donated £3000.  We are most grateful to these two organisations for their very generous support.  Chris Ross has also chipped in, raising over £800 for the squad with his parachute jump. 

I am sure you will all join with me in wishing the squad a very successful tournament in Crete. 
Norman Wragg

Grass Roots Players in Mainstream Chess

At the AGM in March, Bill Armstrong proposed a motion to encourage more members to enter mainstream events.  It was passed and is now BCA policy.  A sub-committee has been set up to administer this scheme.

Any member who has not received financial support in representing BCA at international events during the past 24 months, and who has played in at least one BCA event during the past 12 months, may apply for a grant towards the cost of entering a mainstream event.  Members may apply for one grant up to £100 during the first phase of this scheme which runs from 1st September 2008 to 30th September 2009.  The event may be a weekend event or longer.

Regular tournament attenders who qualify within the stated terms are, of course, eligible; but we are particularly keen to hear from any member who has not yet ventured into mainstream tournaments.  They would qualify for a double grant if they felt the need for a supportive companion on their first entry into mainstream tournaments.  This might be a BCA member, but could be a non-member if the congress novice preferred that choice.

You can apply to any one of the administering sub committee: Stan Lovell [chairman], Bill Armstrong or Gary Wickett.  Contact details below.

This is a new scheme and we are still feeling our way.  We would welcome any ideas or suggestions from members.  One of the aims of this new scheme is to build up a list of events where blind and partially sighted members are assured that their requirements will be catered for.  In this we will need your help.  Let us know of tournaments you have played in where you were welcomed and your requirements were catered for.  We also need to know of events where this was not the case. 

Contact details: 
Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar TS10 3LL, tel: 01642 775668, email: stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk.

Bill Armstrong, 6 The Heights, Leek, Staffs ST13 7LQ, tel: 01538 371466, email: wgarmstrong@aol.com.

Gary Wickett, 10 Holmesfield Road, Great Barr, Birmingham B42 2DJ, tel: 0121 358 1892, email: wickettchess@btinternet.com.

Millennium Club

Here are the latest winners:

May: 50 - Colin Chambers.

June: 28 - Kathy Cash.

July: 56 - Hazel Burnell.

Can I thank those people who have clarified their payments for this club and also those who have made my life easier by setting up direct debits.  If you have any enquiries about the Millennium club or wish to join, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me.  
Denise Ross.

Membership of Sub-Committees

At the committee meeting held on 7th June, membership of the various sub-committees was reviewed.  As most of those involved were prepared to remain on the sub-committee of which they were a member, there was very little change.

Publications sub-committee: Mark Kirkham (chair), Richard Murphy, Tyson Mordue, Graham Lilley and George Phillips.

Technical sub-committee: Guy Whitehouse (chair), Chris Ross and Alec Crombie.

Tournament sub-committee: David Hodgkins (chair), Sean O’Brien, Stan Lovell, Mark Hague and Steve Burnell.

Fundraising sub-committee: Alec Crombie (chair), Norman Wragg, Gill Smith and Julia Scott.

ICT sub-committee: Chris Ross (chair), John Gallagher, Alastair Irving, Shafeeq Ulhaq.

Please see Bill Armstrong’s article on grass roots players in mainstream congresses for membership of the newly-formed grass roots committee.

Membership Secretary’s Report

It is now getting towards the last opportunity to take advantage of the life membership anniversary rate of £50.  This rate is on offer till 30th September 2008.  The rate will revert to £70 on 1st October 2008.

Annual subscribers should also be aware that if they still wish to pay annually, their annual subscription of £7 will be due on 1st October.

Cheques for subscriptions should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association (BCA) and sent either to myself at the address given later in this report or to our finance officer, Gill Smith.

Members can also set up a direct debit, and details can be obtained from our finance officer, Gill Smith.  Members can also use telephone banking to pay direct to the BCA account.  If this option is followed, it would be gratefully appreciated if you could let me know that you have paid your subscription.

I cannot emphasise enough how important it is that the guidelines below are followed.  If a member moves and their new details are not passed to me, it makes it difficult to keep our membership records up to date.

If anyone has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just have a change of address, however slight, or if you wish to change the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either by telephoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

It is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of media.

Hopefully a new membership list should be sent out to all members in July 2008 in your preferred medium.  However, members might like to know that the membership list can also be obtained on diskette.  If any member requires it in that format, please contact Chris Ross.

David Hodgkins.

Notes on ICCF Server and Tournament Director’s Report

Free introductory games on the ICCF (International Correspondence Chess Federation) web server:  If anyone is interested in playing correspondence chess on the Web, there are free introductory events you can apply to join on the ICCF Web server.  In these matches you will play just 2 games with your selected opponent with 1 game as white and the other black.  The games will start when an opponent has been allocated to you.  Players are given a very generous time control requiring them to make 10 of their moves in 50 days.  This is far too generous, in my opinion.

Notes on how to use the ICCF Web Server:  You will need to be an experienced internet user, be proficient at forms and have an aptitude for understanding the layout of Web pages.  The Web server is probably much easier to use if you have some residual vision.

How the web server works:  Basically, players are notified by e-mail immediately their opponent moves; this is also shown in your login game area on the Web server.  To make your move you will then need to fill out an Internet form to register it on the server.  At this stage you can also type comments to your opponent, resign or request a draw.  Once you have verified your move has been entered correctly, you can then confirm the move and an email notification of your move will automatically be issued to your opponent.  You can make your move with the mouse or use algebraic notation, depending on your account login personal preferences.  I suggest unchecking the drag and drop check box in your login account personal preferences to improve accessibility.

Representation of the chess board on the Web server:  The board is represented in a crude form with letters representing pieces and dashes for blank squares.  Your pieces will always be at the bottom of the board at the start of the game.  Unfortunately as a blind person I cannot verify the colour of a piece.  For this reason I do not bother with the board representation, but I make use of the recorded game moves underneath the board 

How to enrol for your free game: Follow the steps below:-

1. Go to www.iccf.com
2. Locate and click the direct entry link

3. Locate the Events Announcements link which appears on screen readers as
http://www.iccf-webchess.com/EventsAnnouncements.aspx.  You might need sighted help to find this link.

4. In the list of events look for:  Free unrated 2-game matches.  Click the enter link below this to apply for the event.

5. Complete and submit the internet form and you will be sent details of your account login by e-mail.  You will be sent details of your match once an opponent has been allocated to you.

6. For convenience the URL to bring up the login form is:- http://www.iccf-webchess.com/login.aspx
Note: As with all things on the Web, changes happen very rapidly, so the above instructions are for guidance only.

39th BCA Championships

Premier group: group leader David Hodgkins

McElroy-Cohn 0.5-0.5 Sicilian 42

McElroy-O'Brien 0.5-0.5 Irregular 26

McElroy-Whittle 1-0 Caro Kann 45

O'Brien-Bryant 0.5-0.5 Kings Gambit 46

Scores: Way 7-7,Wall 5-6,  McElroy 3-6, Whittle 3-6, Cohn 3-7, O'Brien 2-7, Hodgkins 1.5-7, Bryant 1.5-6

Group A: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Phillips-Bishop 1-0 Irregular 56

Scores: Phillips 4-5, S. Brown 3-4, Patching 2-4, Bishop 1-4, Wickett 1-4, Davy 0-1.

George Philips is now predicted to win Group A unless he unexpectedly loses his game to Brian Davy. 
Group B: Group Leader Mark Hague

Mark Hague-Atherton 1-0 Queens pawn 42

Scores: Mike Hague 3-4, Mark Hague 4-5, Atherton 2.5-4, Gallacher 2.5-5, Rees 1-3, Spink 0-5.

Mike Hague is now predicted to win Group B unless he unexpectedly fails to win his game with David Rees.

BCA League

League Division 2: Group Leader Mark Hague

S. Brown-Gallacher 1-0 Sicilian 22

Gallacher-Mark Hague 0-1 Queen’s pawn 22

Scores: S. Brown 1-1, Mark Hague 1-1, Gallacher 0-2.

League Division 3: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Phillips-Wickett 1-0 Queen’s pawn the Black Mardema 23

Cuthbert-Wickett 0-1 Irregular 25

O'Brien-Cuthbert 1-0 Kings Gambit Accepted 17

O'Brien-Spink 1-0 Sicilian 18

Cuthbert-Phillips 0 - 1 Irregular 30

Scores: Phillips 2-2, O'Brien 2-2, Wickettt 1-3, Spink 1-2, Cuthbert 0-3. 
UK versus US e-mail tournament 2008

Green(UK) – Cadawas (US) 1-0, unknown, 30 moves.

Walhout (US) - Lovell (UK) 0-1 unknown 30

Lovell (UK) - Walhout (US) 1-0 Nimzovich opening 45
Scores UK 5, US 2
Ladder Table

Saunders-Watkins 1-0 Irregular 22 

Atherton-Spink 1-0 Irregular 31

Hodgkins-Wickett 1-0 Slav 18

Hague-Pierce 0-1 Queen’s pawn 22

Spink-Wickett 0-1 Queen’s pawn 22
Leading Scorers:Bryant 14, Sobers 12, Patching 10, Hodgkins 9, Atherton 8
October 2007 BCA E-mail tournament

Irving-Murphy 0.5-0.5 Sicilian 24

Murphy-Dicey 0-1

Scores: Lovell 4.5-5, Dicey 4-5, Irving 1.5-5, Long 1-3, Thacker 1-4, Murphy 1-4. 

Congratulations go to Stan Lovell for winning the tournament, and well done to Alan Dicey on being runner up with a very credible 4 out of 5 match points. 
Mark Hague.

Coaching Project

The BCA are attempting to set up 1-1 coaching sessions. Although this is only in the initial stages, we would like you to let the ICT sub-committee know if you would like to be in receipt of this.  Initially, the coaching sessions would be on an informal basis, with yourself and a coach.  We would like to include all media, ranging from tape to telephone and electronic, specifically email.

The coaching sessions would be on a flexible basis and there would be no commitment put on the “coaches”.  Any arrangements would then be strictly between the learner and the coach, and after the initial stages, the ICT sub-committee would take no further part in the process.  So, if anybody is interested in this project, send a notification to the ICT sub-committee at:  ict@braillechess.org.uk

or write to the chairman of the sub-committee, Chris Ross, whose details can be viewed at the front of this gazette. The BCA ICT sub-committee.

Fight to the Finish at AGM Tournament

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) Tournament at the Midland Hotel, Derby on 28th -30th March was another success for the Association.  This was in no small part due to the Tournament Organiser, Sean O'Brien, who dealt magnificently with an unavoidable and late change in venue from Cambridge to Derby.  As always, the BCA showed fine sportsmanship, with players chatting amicably in the bar or restaurant minutes after fighting to the end over the board.

The Open section included current BCA Champion Colin Crouch, several of his predecessors, and Peter Gibbs trying his luck over the board as a change from his valued services as Arbiter.  In Round 1 the top four seeds – Colin Crouch, Tyson Mordue, Chris Ross and Graham Lilley - won their games but Steve Thacker held Peter to a draw.  In the following Round, Colin and Chris moved into the lead with wins against Bill Armstrong and Steve Hilton respectively, while Graham and Tyson drew their games.

After the AGM on the Saturday afternoon the players returned to the fray.  Chris and Colin Crouch had a hard-fought draw, while Tyson overcame David Hodgkins to join them in the leading group on 2.5/3.

In Round 4 on the Sunday morning, Tyson and Chris drew with Colin Crouch and Tristram Cole respectively, while Graham Lilley and Peter Gibbs won their games to reach three points, equal with Tyson, Chris and Colin.  This left all five players in contention for the trophy.

The final round saw Chris defend accurately with the Black pieces against Tyson.  Colin Crouch pressed hard against Graham, but the latter demonstrated excellent endgame skills to hold the draw, while Peter shared the point with Tristram.  As a result, Colin, Tyson, Chris, Peter and Graham tied for equal first with 3.5/5.  Colin and Chris edged ahead on their sum of progressive scores; Chris was awarded the trophy by a mere 0.25 of a Sonneborn-Berger point.  (On this system a player receives the score of each opponent they defeated plus half of the score of each with whom they drew).  This was the closest result for years in the Open section.

Full results: Colin Crouch, Peter Gibbs, Graham Lilley, Tyson Mordue, Chris Ross 3.5/5 (Chris first on tie-break), Tristram Cole 3/5 (grading prize, band A), Ian Blencowe, John Gallagher, Steve Thacker, Les Whittle 2.5/5 (grading prizes, band B to Steve and Ian), Bill Armstrong, Colin Chambers, Steve Hilton, David Hodgkins 2/5, Richard Murphy, George Plechaty 1/5.

Two other competitors in the Open deserve a special mention.  The Association was pleased to welcome Associate member Ian Blencowe to his first BCA tournament.  Ian played well against strong opposition, scored 2.5/5 and was rewarded with a well deserved grading prize.  George Plechaty played with his characteristic enthusiasm and determination.  With frankness and courage, and without a trace of self-pity, he spoke of his serious illness and his resolve to carry on playing in the face of it.  Sadly it was not to be; George died just 2 weeks later on 14 April.  A great loss to the Association and the wider chess community.

The Minor section was as closely contested as the Open.  In Round 1 the top four seeds - George Phillips, Phil Smith, Orlando Sobers and Mark Kirkham - won their games along with Gary Wickett, Jim Cuthbert and Voldi Gailans.  In Round 2, George, Orlando and Mark maintained their 100% records and became joint leaders.

In Round 3 the leading pack was reduced to two after George defeated Orlando and Mark overcame Voldi. Phil Smith moved to just half a point behind after a win against Lee Ryan.

Round 4 witnessed Phil rejoining the leaders on 3.5/4 with a win against Gary Wickett while George and Mark reached a tensely-fought draw.  With Orlando and Jim just half a point behind, all three leaders knew that only a win in the final round would secure first place.

The honour went to Phil Smith after he won against George Phillips and Mark lost to Jim.  Phil finished on 4.5/5 with Orlando and Jim just behind on 4/5.  Grading prizes went to Mark Hague, Lee Ryan, Quinn Stenson and Thomas Keneally.  Quinn's achievement is highly impressive; 10 years old and a newcomer to the BCA, he scored 2/5 against far more experienced opposition.

Six-year old Harmony Scott, in her first visit to a BCA tournament, played several informal games with much enthusiasm and has great potential.

Full results: Phil Smith 4.5/5, Jim Cuthbert, Orlando Sobers 4/5, George Phillips, Mark Krikham 3.5/5, Mark Hague, Gary Wickett 3/5 (grading prize, band A to Mark), Voldi Gailans 2.5/5, Thomas Keneally, John Osborne, Geoff Patching, Lee Ryan and Quinn Stenson 2/5 (grading prizes, band B to Thomas, Lee and Quinn), Richard Harrington, Ian Clugston 1.5/5, Dorothy Hodges 0.5/5.

Both events were expertly controlled by the Arbiters, Gerry Walsh and Julie Leonard.  As always, all competitors are very grateful to non-playing associate members for their support and assistance.  The BCA would like to thank the staff at the Midland Hotel for their excellent assistance over the weekend.  The Midland has become one of our most popular venues and we look forward to returning for the Autumn Tournament in November. 
Richard Murphy.

SPECTRUM CHESS at Hereford

The April Spectrum Chess congress this year was held at the Green Dragon Hotel, Hereford.  This charming but simple Victorian hotel, despite the creaking floorboards, proved to be a super venue for the event, with wonderful food, comfortable en suite rooms, helpful staff and a pleasant and spacious function room for the chess.  We later learned that the Green Dragon was no stranger to the great game, as back in 1885 a tournament was held at the hotel with the legendary Blackburn taking first prize.

The five-round tournament was divided into four sections, the Open, the Major (graded 165 and below), the Minor (graded 125 and below) and the Challengers group (graded 100 and below).  Five BCA members attended; Tyson Mordue, Guy Whitehouse, Philip Gordon, George Phillips and myself.  The BCA made its presence known with Tyson taking first prize in the Open with no losses and Guy Whitehouse securing joint second place in the Challengers Section with two wins, two draws and a half point bye. 

A good time was had by all, both off and on the chess board.   

On Sunday morning, before the commencement of round 4, Tyson gave a touching tribute to the late George Plechaty, who was a regular face at Spectrum events, and all stood for a minute’s silence.  A tribute to George and the sad news of his premature death was placed on the Spectrum website.

There are two more in-house Spectrum tournaments this year, which are listed below.

26th –28th September, the Hilton Hotel, Portsmouth.  Single accommodation for two nights £152 and £92 for one night’s accommodation.  For a twin room two nights £132 per person and £82 for one night’s accommodation.  This is a six-round tournament, the first being on Friday evening.  However, as in all Spectrum congresses, you can request a half point bye if required. 

22nd –23rd November, The Izaak Walton Hotel, Peak District.  Single room is £152 for two nights and £92 for one night’s accommodation.  Twin room is £132 for two nights per person and £82 for one night’s accommodation.  This, like most Spectrum tournaments, is a five-round congress, three games on Saturday and two on Sunday. 

If you wish to book up for one of these tournaments or you wish to get further information, please contact the organisers Norman Went on telephone 01708 551617 or Tony Corfe on 01707 659080.  You can also find out more by logging on to www.spectrumchess.com.

If you would like your booking to be listed amongst BCA attendees or to enquire as to whether a particular BCA member is attending an event, I can be contacted on telephone 0121 3581892 or email wickettchess@btinternet.com.  
You can also write to me at 10 Holmesfield Road, Great Barr, Birmingham B42 2DJ. 
Gary Wickett 

The 4 Nations Chess League 2007-2008

This year, the BCA fielded its strongest team in this prestigious league, eventually finishing in 5th place with 13 match points, having won 5 and drawing and losing 3 each.  This comprehensively beats our previous attempts and achieved our main objective of bettering our former accomplishments.  We can be proud to state that we actually led the tournament, in 1st place, after round 3!  In round 4, we came up against the favourites for the Division 4 promotion, Brown Jack and they duly outplayed us.  For the next three rounds, we kept pace with Brown Jack and held 2nd place, which was another promotion spot.  In round 8, we stumbled and narrowly lost to Celtic Tigers, who managed to leap-frog us into 2nd place.  From then onwards, Celtic took no prisoners and maintained their position and claimed the only other promotion place.  Although our final weekend’s performance was not of our liking, it wouldn’t have made any difference and we can be thoroughly proud of our achievements.  The participation in this wonderful event offers us excellent publicity, and having led the tournament at one stage made people sit up and take notice of us.  Our push for the promotion place made spectators come along and pay particular attention to us, and we can certainly state that a lot of interest in our association was generated.

This year, the team was faithfully led by IM Colin Crouch and Tyson Mordue, with myself on board 3.  Graham Lilley made his debut in the squad as well and deputised on board 4, giving the team a resounding and formidable top heavy team.  No other team, initially, could boast of such strength in depth.  Boards 5 and 6 were deputed to Steve Hilton, Steve Burnell, Norman Wragg, Alastair Irving and Tristram Cole.  I would like to offer my thanks here to all members of the squad and for those who have readily offered their assistance and availability.  Particular congratulations must be offered to Colin and Tyson for their outstanding 81% performances on the top two boards!

The upcoming year is going to be more testing and especially with the Olympiad clashing with the first weekend of the 4NCL, I will certainly require some assistance in establishing a squad.  Since the 4NCL has now been squashed together into 3 divisions, there will be a greater number of teams entering into division 3.  This will make this division exceedingly difficult and the depth of numbers and complex structuring of the thing may well cause teething problems.  However, I entirely consider our participation in the event worthwhile.  In our recent AGM, the vast majority of the membership appreciated this and gave their support for this project.

I urge anybody who is interested in participating in this event to please contact me (see details at the front of this gazette).  Detailed reports and games can be viewed on the BCA website at:

http://www.braillechess.org.uk/4ncl/index.html
To download the games directly, go to:  http://www.braillechess.org.uk/4ncl/4ncl.pgn
Individual results. Round 1 - 27/10/2007 vs. Metropolitan won 4-2; Round 2 - 28/10/2007 vs. Bristol 2 won 4-2.

Round 3 - 24/11/2007 vs. Grendel's Mother won 6-0; Round 4 - 25/11/2007 vs. Brown Jack lost 1.5-4.5.

Round 5 - 9/2/2008 vs. AMCA Dragons won 3.5-2.5; Round 6 - 10/2/2008 vs. Glos. Gambits won 3.5-2.5.

Round 7 - 15/3/2008 vs. Athenaeum drew 3-3;  Round 8 - 16/3/2008 vs. Celtic Tigers 1 lost 2.5-3.5.

Round 9 - 3/5/2008 vs. Pontypridd lost 2.5-3.5; Round 10 - 4/5/2008 vs. Anglian Avengers 2 drew 3-3; 
Round 11 - 5/5/2008 vs. Guildford-A&DC 4 drew 3-3.

Participants: IM Colin Crouch 9-11; Tyson Mordue 9-11; Chris Ross 6.5-10; Graham Lilley 5-11; Steve Hilton 3.5-8; Steve Burnell 2.5-7; Norman Wragg 1-2; Tristram Cole 0-3; Alastair Irving 0-1. Chris Ross.

Editor’s note: one of Chris’s games from the 4NCL will appear in the next gazette.

IBIS Haaksbergen Tournament, Friday 18th to Monday 21st April 2008

This year the party going to the annual IBIS chess tournament in the little Dutch town of Haaksbergen numbered 9 BCA members.  Seven of us met up at Liverpool Street, London, to catch the train and overnight ferry on Thursday 17th April.  These were: myself, Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, Phil Smith, Mike Murphy, Geoff Patching and Kieren Wood.  Steve Hilton and Jim McGanaghan flew from Scotland.

On a sad note George Plechaty, who was also to come on the trip to Haaksbergen, died on Monday 14th April.

Our boat crossing and also our train journeys went peacefully.  We were collected from Hengelo Station by our host families and later that evening met up at the theatre/community building where the chess is now held.  This meant we met old and new friends and were able to learn what table we would be playing on and against whom.

On Saturday morning the tournament was opened by a local dignitary of Haaksbergen who welcomed us all to the town.  Also some of the organising committee made speeches and one of them spoke about George Plechaty; a minute’s silence was held in his honour.

Unfortunately Kieren Wood and Geoff Patching were paired on the same table.  The British players were on the following tables and scored as follows:- Steve Hilton table 1, 2-3, joint first on his table; Jim McGanaghan table 2, 1.5-3, second on his table; David Hodgkins table 6, 2.5-3, first on his table; Phil Smith table 11, 3-3, first on his table; Mike Murphy table 14, 3-3, first on his table; Kieren Wood table 15, 3-3, first on his table; Geoff Patching table 15, 1-3, third on his table.

Overall the British players scored 16 out of a possible 20 points.

Numbers in the tournament were about the same as last year with there being 16 tables and 64 players.

For the second year the friendship plaque was not competed for.  This was because the organisers wanted to obtain players’ views on how the plaque should be competed for.  They are concerned that, in the current format, teams of different nationalities are not getting together to get to know each other.

One of the German players expressed an opinion to the organisers that we should go back to having country versus country for the friendship plaque.  A number of other ideas have been put forward.  The president of IBIS informed us that these ideas will be discussed in IBIS’s board meetings and that, hopefully, the plaque would be competed for in 2009.

On the Saturday evening the usual musical party was held at the chess venue and most of the British party attended this.  A good evening was had by all.

On Sunday afternoon, after the closing speeches and prize giving we departed from the chess venue with our host families for the remainder of our stay in Haaksbergen.

On Monday morning our host families took us to Hengelo Station so we could start our journey back by train to the Hook of Holland back to Harwich.

I would like to sincerely thank Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, plus Phil Smith, Mike Murphy and Kieren Wood for all the help and assistance they gave throughout the trip.  Without their support the journey and organisation would not have gone as smoothly as it did.

Next year the IBIS tournament will take place from Friday 17th to Monday 20th April 2009.  All those who would like to go on this trip should notify me by phone or in writing no later Friday 19th December this year, hopefully along with the name of a guide.  Also when notifying me of your participation on this trip you should confirm whether you will be travelling with the organised party or making your own travel arrangements.  If you make your own travel arrangements, I still need to be notified of your arrival and departure times from Hengelo so I can notify the Dutch organisers of these arrangements.

You can contact me by writing to 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, CV31 2LN or by telephoning 01926 425803. David Hodgkins.

Book of European Individual Championships in Durham

As most of you will know, I have been working on the memorial book of the major event to celebrate our diamond jubilee ever since last August.  I can tell you that, other things being equal, by the time you read this you will be able to put your order in to Mark Kirkham.  The book will be produced in audio format: I am doing the recording on cassette and Mark will prepare a copy on CD from these tapes.

The book will be in two parts, part one consisting of all the games of the first fifteen in the final table, down to all those with six points (and before you start multiplying fifteen by nine, bear in mind that most of these players played each other by dint of the fact that they were at the top of the leaderboard from the outset), and part two consisting of a round-by-round selection of the best games by those who did not make it to the top fifteen.  Part one will be ready by August and part two will be ready by the end of the year, I hope.

Right from the outset I was determined that, rather than just a record of a very successful tournament with many games reaching a very high standard of play, I wanted the book to represent a return of the support that most of our members had given the association for many years.  So, while nobody might want to read the book from cover to cover, there should be something in it for everybody, from our best players down to those who just enjoy playing through good games, but mainly for those of us who wish to make a genuine effort to improve their playing strength.

Most chessbooks concentrate on grandmaster chess which is quite often above our heads, so that it makes it hard for us ‘chess mortals’ to absorb the lessons these games teach us.  Therefore games of a slightly lower level of the sort we ourselves can aspire to should be rather more useful to us.  So there is plenty of sound basic advice as well as a good clutch of games with high-quality annotations from the many contributors for the more demanding among us to get our teeth into.  There is also some quite extensive opening analysis with sample games from the literature for the more sophisticated.  The games are carefully tone-indexed by the method I have been using for the last few years, with a five-second blank between games, so nobody should have difficulties navigating the book.  If you intend going through some of the games in all their details, you will need at least two boards.

I make one plea:  All the tapes have been proofread, but the multiplicity of tasks involved - translating from foreign languages, even the computer software which was used to produce the Braille games bulletins at St. Aidan’s, the search of the necessary sources in my chess library accumulated over a period of more than sixty years, the vagaries of making live recordings – may have caused the odd error to creep in which can make a whole game or annotation incomprehensible.  They can be corrected if they are pointed out by those who discover them. Just one example:  In Russian K stands for knight, not king, L stands for rook, not bishop, S stands for bishop, not knight.  Be indulgent and enjoy!

A sample game, notes by Detlev Neukirch.

Berlinsky-Ohlsar

Two Knights Defence

A round 7 game that had a critical effect on the eventual outcome of the tournament.

1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bc4 Nf6 4 Ng5 d5 5 exd5 Nd4!? 6 c3 b5!? 7 Lf1!? Nxd5

The basic position of the Fritz variation.

8 Ne4 Qh4!? 9 Ng3 Bg4 10 f3 e4!?

This move was first played by Hans Berliner against Yakov Estrin in the final round of the 5th ICCF correspondence championship 1965-68.  In his book the 100 best games of the century Andrew Soltis gave this game the accolade ‘the best game of the century.’ (Because correspondence games are not on everyone’s databases, this game will be given with annotations on cassette 3).

Hans Berliner left his native country, Germany, in the mid 1930s to escape from Nazi persecution.  He became one of the chief designers of the American chess computer series known as Deep Blue.

The move has become recognised as black’s best chance of obtaining an advantage in this mainly tactical variation.

11 cxd4 Bd6 12 Bxb5+ Kd8 13 0-0 exf3 14 Rxf3!  This move seems to give white a plus.

14 –Rb8! 15 a4?!

This move is unlikely to be seen again.  A German postal player, Peter Leisebein, analysed 15 Bf1! Re8 16 Nc3 c6 17 d3! Nxc3 18 bxc3 Rb5 19 d5!! Rxd5 20 Qa4! Rh5 21 h3! (the point of d5, the bishop is pinned and the queens can be swapped) 21 –Bxf3 (21 –Bc5+ 22 d4 Bxf3 23 Nh5 Qxh5 24 gxf3 and white is winning) 22 Qxh4 Rxh4 23 Bg5 with a winning position for white.

15 –a6 16 Bf1 Re8 17 Nc3 Bxf3

A new variation.  Usual up till now has been:

A: 17 –c6 18 d3 Bxf3 19 Qxf3 Qxd4+ 20 Kh1 Bc5 21 Nce4 with a complicated position and slightly better prospects for white;

B: 17 –Nf6! 18 d3 Bxf3 19 Qxf3 Ng4 20 h3 Bxg3 21 Ne4 Bh2+ 22 Kh1 f6 23 Qg4 Qxg4 24 hxg4 Bd6 25 g5 with a plus for white, Schueler-Leisebein, postal game 1999.

18 Qxf3 Qxd4+

Both players reached this position in remarkably quick time.  White invested a considerable amount of time in his next move.

Black could also have played here 18 –Nb4 19 d3 Qxd4+ 20 Kh1 Bc5 21 Nce2 Qf2 22 Bd2.

19 Qf2?

Why not 19 Kh1?  He need not fear 19 –Bxg3 20 Qxg3.

19 –Bc5 20 Nge4 Qxf2 21 Nxf2

After a period of tactical activity, the position is still complicated.  White’s 2 pieces for a rook represent a material advantage, but his pieces are still severely under-developed and his pawns are not providing secure outposts for them.

After several attempts at analysing this position I have found neither a refutation of black’s sacrifice, nor a positive attack for black, nor even a drawing line.  In other words the invitation is from black to analyse what is going on in this critical position, and, no doubt, he has done so at home and even during the game.

21 –Nf6

A bit of a breathing space.  White is not under immediate attack inasmuch as none of his pieces are threatened.  But in a move or two black will surely be pressurising hard.  The most obvious problem for white is to develop his queenside.

 22 b4?

White is trying to come out of his passive position as quickly as possible, but he does not succeed.  Stubborn defence was the order of the day. 22 Ncd1 Re1 23 Ne3 Bxe3 24 dxe3 Rb3 25 e4.

Colin Crouch writes: ‘Maybe not the best, but how is one supposed to calculate what is going on around here? 
22 d4? Bxd4 23 Bf4 Rxb2 24 Rd1 c5 is far too crude and black is likely to win. 22 d3 Re1 keeps pressure against the white pieces.

The best approach, paradoxically, is to withdraw his pieces a little further with 22 Ne2! Black can regain the bulk of his material with 22 –Rxe2 23 Bxe2 Ne4 24 Kf1 Nxf2 25 Bxa6, but white now has a dangerous passed pawn and a strong bishop pair once his dark-squared bishop becomes active.  So 22 –Ba7 23 d4 c5 24 dxc5 (there are of course choices for both sides in the last two moves) 24 –Bxc5 25 Nf4 Ne4 26 N4d3 Bd4.  White must try and disentangle his pieces, and one way is 27 h4!? Rc8 28 Bf4 g5 29 Rd1+ Ke7 30 Re1 Kf6 31 Be3 with advantage.’

22 –Bd4 23 Bb2

If 23 Rb1? Ng4 24 Ncd1 Re1 25 h3 Nxf2 26 Nxf2 Rb6 and white is in zugzwang.

23 –Rxb4 24 Ba3 Rb6?

After so many sacrificial attempts it would be natural for black not to want to give any more away.  Even so, after 24 –c5! 25 Bxb4 cxb4 26 Rb1 bxc3 27 dxc3 Ba7 material is level and white’s pieces are still tied up.

25 a5 Rbe6?!

Better is 25 –Rb8 26 Bxa6 Ng4 27 Rf1 Ra8 with a clear plus.

26 Bb2 Ne4?

About even is 26 –Re1 27 Ra4 c5 28 g3 R8e5.

27 Ncd1

After 27 Ncxe4!? Bxb2 28 Ra4 white can free himself.

27 –Nxd2 28 Bxd4 Re1

White has 3 minor pieces for a rook, the queens are off the board, and there are no immediate prospects of a pawn sacrifice.  There is, of course, a threatened mate with –Rxf1.  White can create an escape route, and if he loses a piece, he still has 2 pieces for the rook and good chances of holding his own.

29 Ne3?

29 g3!  Gives away only one piece.  After 29 –Rxf1+ 30 Kg2, we have a curious position where the pieces of neither side can’t make any progress, and it might look like a draw.

However, white can slink out with king and rook with chances of an edge, e.g. 30 –c5 31 Bc3 Rfe1 32 Kh3 c4 33 Kg4 Ke7 34 Ra4 makes progress, or 30 –Ree1 31 Bxg7 Rg1+ 32 Kh3 Nc4 33 Ra4 and again white escapes with an edge.

Instead of taking the bishop on move 29, black could try 29 –f6! cutting out Bxg7, when 30 Ra4! Nxf1 31 Bc3 Nxg3+! (31 –Nd2+ 32 Kg2 leads to nothing) 32 Bxe1 Rxe1+ 33 Kg2 Nf5 34 Re4 Rxe4 35 Nxe4 Nd4 36 Nc5 Nc6 is drawn, white having too few pawns.

Even so this all seems complicated, with possible improvements on both sides.  White seems to have the better of the draw, but who knows?  It would take many hours to disentangle this variation.

29 –Rxa1 30 Bxa1 Rxe3 31

White resigned. Colin considered this the best game of the tournament. Again Ohlsar seemed to have all the luck that was going, or perhaps it would be fairer to say that in a nerve-wracking game he kept his nerve better than his opponent. 
Hans Cohn.

Chris’s Puzzles

A reminder of the position. White has king on b3, queen on g4, knights on b4 and d5 and a pawn on e5; black has king on d4 and a pawn on e4. White to move and mate in two.

Answer: 1 Nd3! Black has two moves. 1 –Kxd3 2 Qd1 is mate; 1 –Kxd5 2 Qd7 is also mate. Neat, isn’t it?

Now for another study. The position is: black, Kg8 and pawns on a2, a4, b5, b4; white: Kc5, Rd7, Bd3 and pawn on a3. White to play and win. The solution will be in the November gazette.

Obituary

The funeral of George Plechaty was held on Friday 24th April 2008 at Pitsen Crematorium, Basildon. The following members of the BCA attended the funeral: Mike Murphy, Baz and Sal Kenealy, Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins.

Janet Plechaty telephoned a couple of days before the funeral and asked Clive if he would say  a few words in memory of George at the funeral on behalf of the BCA; this is what he said:

I first met George about 20 years ago at a BCA tournament and over the years we became great friends. He thoroughly enjoyed playing chess, and, win or lose, he didn’t mind, as he always said what a good game he had had. He had a great sense of humour and was always cheerful. In the Braille Chess Association he was always appreciated for his loyalty and the hard work he did for them.

George was looking forward to going to the Netherlands last weekend to see his friends over there. He was greatly missed by all the chessplayers and host families. George was the organiser of the English party for several years.

All his friends in Haaksbergen send their condolences to Janet and all the family. I know that Phyllis and I and my family and all members of the Braille Chess Association will miss George immensely, and his personality will be very hard to replace.

All of us in the Braille Chess Association send our heartfelt condolences to Janet and all the family in their great loss. He will be greatly missed at future chess tournaments.

To finish, George, all I can say is this: You will be greatly missed but never forgotten, and as the song ‘getting to know you’ says, I will say, George, you have been great to know.

There are a number of comments on the BCA’s website (see front page of gazette for address) along the same lines. To conclude with I’ll quote these lines from Tyson Mordue: 

It's another sad day. Yet again one of the BCA's most prolific OTB players has passed away.

I will remember George Plechaty as someone who loved chess. He thoroughly enjoyed the struggle, relished the plotting of tiny details, and ceaselessly strived to improve his game. His understanding of chess far exceeded his own playing standard, and he was able to raise his game after taking early retirement from Barclays Bank. George was thrilled to win the training tournaments at Teignmouth in 2003 and Windermere in 2004, and at the recent AGM tournament was delighted not only to be able to compete in the top section but also to draw with John Gallagher, graded thirty or so points above him.

George would never have considered himself as a strong player, but he was a very active one until his recent illness curtailed his appearances. George regularly played in the London League and congresses, as well as Spectrum-organized events all around the country. In particular, he loved going to the week-long Paignton event at the beginning of September. Whilst I was playing in my BCA challenge George was frequently together with Geoff Patching at events where I was also playing - Paignton, Weymouth, Torbay, Spectrum Dudley - and he was always asking after my progressive totals and encouraging me.

Until recently George was the only VH player to have played in the 4NCL for a team other than the BCA when he turned out for local club Basildon one weekend.

I had the pleasure of dining with George every evening at Derby during the recent AGM tournament. He recalled how much he loved walking along the Promenade at Paignton with his guide dog Keaton. Indeed, both he and his wife Janet enjoyed their holidays there so much that they very strongly considered moving to Paignton after George's retirement. It would have been fascinating to see this London 'rogue', as he once described himself, in the role of a seaside retiree, but sadly it wasn't to be.

One of the late Steve Boniface's favorite anecdotes was about George. The point of the anecdote was that he couldn't recall the name of this particular VH player, but he could remember the guide dog's name - Keaton! George was very amused when I told him. Indeed, George had a typically wry Cockney sense of humour to go with a wonderfully cheeky grin, even though he would admit to a 'short fuse' as well.

Recently George and Janet were featured in the newspapers in Basildon after they complained about the poor treatment of VH shoppers at a local supermarket. George was robust and determined with his complaint and eventually won an apology from the supermarket after several weeks of wrangling.

In spite of his illness George faced up to things very bravely, and he was planning to go to as many chess events as he could while he had the time. He admitted to me at Derby that the doctors said he had anything between three weeks to two years life expectancy. Sadly George didn't even get that, but he would be happy knowing that his last event was a BCA one.
