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Editorial

First please note the change to Mark Kirkham’s telephone number.  The telephone number previously quoted in the gazette for Mark actually got through to his parents’ landline; the new number quoted is Mark’s own line.

I’d like to thank Julie Leonard for her help in getting the cassette version of the May gazette out on time. Unfortunately Peter Price was not well enough to read the cassette version, and Julie read a lot of chess material enabling Mark to dub them on easily.  I’d also like to thank Hans for double checking and amending the cassette version of his Jubilee Quiz.  

Mention of Peter Price forces me to inform those who have not heard the sad news that he died on 25th June 2007, as mentioned in David’s membership secretary’s report.  I have included a letter he asked me to put in the gazette 2-3 weeks before his death which I think speaks volumes for his courage and character; I have rarely met anyone who showed such continuous goodwill to everybody and when I spoke to him over the phone during his illness he was always cheerful and stoical.  An obituary will appear in the next gazette.

Well gazettes just seem to get longer and longer these days (not a complaint!) so it just remains to thank those who have in any way contributed towards the costs of the production of this gazette.  Please let me have copy for the November gazette by the end of the first week in October.  

Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming Events

Please note: As per the booking conditions, late entry and booking for any of the events mentioned in this section will incur a £6 penalty.  Please read the booking conditions at the end of this article.

9/11 November 2007. International Autumn Tournament. Celebrating the 75th anniversary of the foundation of the BCA.  Holiday Inn, Solihull.

Join together with other members and associate members of the BCA to celebrate our 75th anniversary.  The special rate to members and associate members is £50 for two nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast.  This payment also covers the entry fee for those playing in the five-round tournament with a section open to all VH players and associate members of BCA and a minor section limited to those whose grade is 80 or below.  The rate of play in each section will be all moves in 1 hour for each player.  This will give more breathing space and time to relax.  For those who enjoy a stroll around the shops the Touchwood centre, one of the largest in the country, is just across the road.  For those who prefer to wind down the hotel is spacious and comfortable, and, if the weather is kind to us, the hotel’s gardens are a great place for a stroll.
For those who decide to stay over the Sunday night the cost is £47 for dinner, bed and breakfast.  This payment should be made to the hotel on arrival and not sent to the organiser with your booking.

The closing date for bookings is 20 September.  Early booking is strongly recommended, particularly for those requiring a single room.  Those making their booking direct to the treasurer or online or by telephone banking are reminded they must inform the organiser as soon as the booking has been made.

Organisers Stan and Jan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL. Tel: 01642 775668.

7/9 March 2008. Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress.  The Royal Cambridge Hotel, Cambridge.
The AGM will take place on Saturday 8 March at 2 PM.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation £42,50 per day for all members and associate members whether sharing or single.  This price includes dinner, bed and breakfast.  The cost to non-members and to those wishing to stay Sunday night will be £50 per day.  Closing date for bookings and entries is 6 January 2008. 
The tournament will take the usual format with a major open to all VH players and associate members and a minor limited to those whose grade is 80 or below.  The rate of play will be all moves in 90 minutes for each player.

The Royal Cambridge Hotel is situated 3 miles from Cambridge rail station.  The Guide Dogs Association has agreed to put up a spending pen in the hotel car park.  There is also a park nearby.

Entries, including full payment, should be sent to Sean O’Brien, 12 Crossway, Raynes Park, London SW20 9JA, Tel: 0208 540 4001.  Please enclose a Braille note with your entry.  Should you not be a Braille user, please enclose a tape with your entry stating your requirements.  I assure you your tape will be returned, so a return label addressed to yourself would be appreciated.  Organisers Sean O’Brien and Mary Cuthbert.
9/16 July 2008.  Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  Tralee Hotel, Westhill Road, Bournemouth.  Entry fee £10.  Seven nights accommodation for members and associate members is £230.  The rate for non-members and for those staying for less than seven nights is £38.50 per night.  The rate includes dinner, bed and breakfast.  Closing date for entries and bookings is 10 May 2008.  Please note: The reason for the slightly earlier than usual closing date is that the event is in the summer season and the hotel needs to know our requirements in good time. 
Those who were fortunate enough to attend the British Championship at the Tralee will know what a warm welcome and what excellent facilities await us for this event which has always been one of the more relaxed and friendly events in our calendar.  The later than usual dates for this event are because the hotel is fully booked earlier in the year.  We were lucky to obtain such a favourable quote for the high season and those members and associate members who attend will benefit from a generous BCA subsidy.
This is a great opportunity for those who enjoy a relaxed chess holiday in a comfortable hotel situated close to the seafront and within reasonable walking distance of the town and the shops.  Those members who have not attended one of our events might find that this is just the right time to come along and see just how friendly they can be.

The tournament is open to any blind or partially sighted player whose grade is 130 or below and to associate members of BCA within the same grading limit.  It is played over six rounds, one round a day, with a rest day in the middle.  The rate of play is all moves in 105 minutes for each player.  An outing of some kind is generally arranged on the rest day and, for those of a mind to improve their play, some coaching sessions are arranged.
Entries to Stan and Jan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar TS10 3LL, Tel 01642 775668.  Those paying online, by telephone banking or direct to the treasurer must still notify the organisers immediately when they have paid, giving their booking requirements.

Booking Conditions. 
VH UK residents under the age of 25 participating in BCA events receive free entry and free accommodation.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Postdated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings received after the advertised closing date are subject to a £6 late booking penalty and are accepted subject to the discretion of the tournament organiser.

Those booking on-line or by telephone banking must ensure their payment is cleared by the closing date and must inform the treasurer and tournament organiser.

Those booking extra nights are requested not to send payment for the extra nights to BCA as this should be paid to the hotel.  It is, however, necessary for them to inform the tournament organiser in order that their rooms may be reserved.

Special requests for room requirements etc. should be made to the tournament organiser and not to the hotel. 

BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. 
Name: Braille Chess Association; Sort Code: 405240; Account Number: 00082456.  

If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. Solihull tournament 2006. 
Stan Lovell.

European Championship in Durham

The IBCA European Individual Chess Championship for visually impaired players is nearly upon us.  Players, guides and officials from all over Europe will congregate at St Aidan’s College, Durham, on Monday 13 August ready for action the following day.  Councillor Mrs Edna Hunter, the Chair of Durham County Council, will get the tournament under way on the Tuesday afternoon with a ceremonial pushing of the first pawn.  The final round together with the prize giving and closing dinner will take place on Thursday 23 August, with everyone saying their goodbyes on the Friday.  

The Championship has attracted around 80 contestants from some 25 countries.  Among the contestants will be the current World Champion, Vladimir Berlinsky who is from Russia.  

The BCA is funding seven players, including Colin Crouch, the current British Champion and International Master.  Chris Ross, Graham Lilley, Bill Armstrong, Steve Hilton, Colin Chambers and Les Whittle are the other UK players.  We wish all of them every success in the Championship.

Julia Scott has done an excellent job in raising funds to support the event.  We now have around 50 sponsors who are providing various levels of financial support and our sincere thanks go to all of these.  Particular mention must be made of two of our main sponsors, Durham County Council and Skipton Building Society Charitable Foundation. 

Anyone with access to the internet can follow the progress of the Championship via the BCA website.  The idea is that the games on the top four boards each day will be shown live on the website. Norman Wragg

Revised Membership of BCA Sub-Committees

Finance and Fundraising: Richard Kidals (Chair), Alec Crombie, Norman Wragg, Julia Scott.

Information Communication and Technology: Chris Ross (Chair), Alastair Irving, John Gallagher, Shafeeq Ulhaq.

Publications: Mark Kirkham (Chair), Graham Lilley, George Phillips, Tyson Mordue, Richard Murphy.

Technical: Guy Whitehouse (Chair), Stan Lovell, Chris Ross; (Alec Crombie will join if Chris becomes too busy).

Tournament: David Hodgkins (Chair), Sean O’Brien, Stan Lovell, Mark Hague, Steve Burnell. 

These changes took effect after the committee meeting in April 2007. 
Norman Wragg.

Treasurer’s Report

I hope this finds Members well?  I start with the important things with my Treasury Hat on!
Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. 
Name: Braille Chess Association; Sort Code: 405240; Account Number: 00082456. 
If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. Solihull 07 or 75th Anniversary etc. 

Fundraising Sub-Committee: An update on the BCA’s membership to the Fund Raising Standards Board.  You will recall we were one of the first group of charities to join up to this.  I know that when people or organisations give money to good causes and in particular to charities they do look for reassurance.  I give you a flavour of what the FRSB promote on their website. I should add that links can be obtained via our own web pages.  We will handle public complaints about how our members raise money as well as offering the public a ‘mark of reassurance’ to look for when giving to charities in the future.

“Nearly 500 charities, including many of the UK's biggest, have already joined the scheme, membership of which is voluntary, and in doing so have agreed to adhere to a strict set of codes and a Fundraising Promise committing them to treat the public with respect, fairness, honesty and clarity in all their money raising activities. They must also sign up to an independent, robust and transparent complaints process. Membership will be visible to the public through the addition of our logo (a tick) on their fundraising materials.”
For the current year and through the endeavours of much work we have received many many donations.  This is reaping reward given the busy schedule of forthcoming tournaments and will help greatly to support the subsidy for the 75th anniversary at Solihull later in the year.  The work by members is invaluable in raising the profile of what the Braille Chess Association is about.  Also, the extra work as a result of the European Individual Blind Chess Championship in Durham has inevitably led to greater activity.  This will hopefully have a lasting impression on donors but we all know getting a second bite of anything can be difficult without a good case.  I hope this augurs well for the future but we should not forget that without a concerted effort from as many people as possible we will miss opportunities.  Please Help – contact me or any member of the Committee and we will attempt to positively and professionally follow these ideas up.  I finish by saying a huge thanks to Tyson Mordue for arranging and collecting sponsorship for his Chess Challenge.  Whilst funds are still coming in as I write this, the volume of sponsors is very pleasing and I hope we will report details in future gazettes and at our next Annual General Meeting.  From a profile raising aspect this has to be very good news and of course the funds raised as a direct result of a members’ time and effort is much appreciated by this small sub-committee.  Any members willing to Join?  Hint hint! 
Richard Kidals.
Tournament Director’s Report

I was greatly saddened to hear about the recent death of Peter Price, our previous gazette editor.  He was a great advocate of postal chess and we shall miss his cheery and informative chats on the tapes.  I am also extremely grateful for the kind advice and assistance he gave me when I joined the BCA 4 years ago.  My only regret is that I hadn’t known this lovely man for longer.

Gary Wickett has kindly agreed to take over Peter’s role as group leader for Group A and Division 4.  As Peter has been keen to involve Gary with the BCA I’m certain he would have appreciated this appointment.  Thanks Gary.

39th BCA Championship.

Premier Group: Group Leader David Hodgkins

Way - Bryant 1-0 Scottish 28

Way - O'Brien 1-0 King's Gambit 20

Way - Hodgkins 1-0 French 32

Wall - Cohn 1-0 Sicilian 20

Way - Whittle 1-0 Caro Kann 39

Scores: Way 5-5, Wall 1-2, Whittle 0-1, Hodgkins 0-1, O'Brien 0-1, Bryant 0-1, Cohn 0-1.

Group B: Group Leader Mark Hague

Mark Hague - Spink 1-0 Queens Pawn 29

Mike Hague - Gallacher 1-0 Sicilian 30

Scores: Mark Hague 2-2, Mike Hague 1-1, Spink 0-1, Gallacher 0-2.

Group B: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Wickett - Philips 0-1 Irregular 25

Scores: Phillips 1-1, Wickett 0-1.

BCA League

League Division 1: Group Leader David Hodgkins

Hodgkins - McElroy 0.5-0.5 Caro Kann 35

Gibbs - Hodgkins 0-1 English 39

Scores: McElroy 4.5-5, Hodgkins 4-5, Bryant 2.5-5, Schaefer 2-4, Gibbs 1-4, Mike Hague 0-5.

League Division 2: Group Leader Sean O'Brien

Atherton – Crombie 0.5-0.5 Unknown

Brown O'Brien 1-0 Sicilian 38

Atherton - Brown 1-0 Unknown

Scores: Crombie 4-5, Atherton 4-5, Gallacher 2.5-5, S Brown 2.5-5, O'Brien 1.5-5, Spink 0.5-5.

Congratulations to Alec and Frank joint winners of Division 2.  Well done.

League Division 4: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Townshend - Cuthbert 0.5-0.5 58

Townshend - Richardson 1-0 36 Unknown

Richardson - Cuthbert 0-1 Unknown

Scores: Bishop 4-4, Wickett 3-5, Cuthbert 2.5-4, Richardson 0-4, Townshend 1.5-4, Davy 0-1.

Friendlies:

Spink - Atherton 0-1

Leading Scorers: Spink 21, Bryant 14, Sobers 12, Patching 8, Hodgkins 6, Atherton 5. 
Mark Hague.

Membership Secretary’s Report
The committee have decided that, as it is our 75th anniversary, life membership should be offered at a reduced rate of £50 from March 1st 2007 to 30th September 2008.  If anyone who is not already a life member wants to take advantage of this, all they need to do is to forward a cheque made payable to the Braille Chess Association to either myself or to our treasurer, Richard Kidals.

Annual subscribers should remember that their subscriptions are due as of 1st October 2007.

It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines: If anyone has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or if you have a change of address, however slight, or if you require to alter the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire CV31 2LN.  Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of media.

Important note:  Two members have obviously moved, as their gazettes have been returned not known at the addresses given below.  If any member knows of a forwarding address for them, I would be grateful if you could let me know.  If a forwarding address is not forthcoming, I will have no alternative but to delete them from the membership list.

Watson, J. A., 

Whapples, J.
David Hodgkins.

Welcome to our Youngest Members

We say a special welcome to two new junior members who have a combined age of ten years.  Lily Renton- Macbeth aged 4 from Nottingham and Harmony Scott aged 6 from Derby are certainly our youngest members.  We have given each of them an adapted chess set together with a print book that will help their parents to introduce the girls to chess.  The book, which is strongly recommended by the English Chess Federation, teaches the basics of chess in a fun way with the help of a green alligator!  I can well imagine that in a few years Lily and Harmony will be biting the legs off some of our more experienced members! 
Norman Wragg

IBIS Haaksbergen Tournament

This took place from Friday 13th to Monday 16th April 2007.  David Hodgkins writes: 
This year the party going to the IBIS chess tournament in the little Dutch town of Haaksbergen numbered six BCA members.  As usual we all met up at Harwich on the Friday morning to catch the ferry which has now returned on the crossing from Harwich to the Hook of Holland.

Our party should have numbered nine, but Mike Murphy and Steve Hilton had to cancel due to ill health and Kieren Wood (George Plechaty’s grandson) had to withdraw for personal reasons.

Thus the party consisted of: Myself, Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, Phil Smith, Brian Perham and Geoff Patching, which meant we were three sighted people to three visually handicapped people.  Our ferry crossing went peacefully, but due to the boat leaving late our train journey to Hengelo was slightly delayed.
When we caught our final train connection we learnt that there was work on the track.  This meant we couldn’t get to Hengelo direct but had to get off a stop before and catch a bus.  Fortunately for us, our host families knew about this and came to collect us from the train station where we were supposed to catch the bus.  Due to it being fairly late when we arrived in Haaksbergen, we went straight to our accommodation for a good night’s rest before play began on the Saturday morning.

This year the chess was not played at the usual school.  A new theatre/community building has been built in Haaksbergen and the event moved there.  On arrival at the venue on the Saturday morning the four of us playing chess found out who our opponents were.  Also, since we arrived early, some old friendships were renewed.

The tournament was opened by a local councillor of Haaksbergen, who had played a vital role in getting the new building erected in the town.  The British players were on the following tables and scored as follows: 
Table 4 David Hodgkins, 1-3 (third on his table); 
Table 11 Brian Perham, 2-3 (second on his table); 
Table 14 Phil Smith, 1-3 (third on his table); 
Table 16 Geoff Patching, 3-3 (won his table outright). 
Overall the British players scored seven out of a possible twelve points.

Numbers in the tournament were down this year with there only being 17 tables - 68 competitors.
For the second year the friendship plaque was not competed for.  This was because the organisers wanted to obtain the players views on how the friendship plaque should be competed for.  They are concerned that in the current format teams of different nationalities are not getting together to know each other.

One of the German players had expressed an opinion to the organisers that we should go back to having country versus country for the friendship plaque.  The President of the tournament asked each organiser of their own country’s party to write to him before the 2008 tournament expressing the views of their country as to how the friendship plaque should be competed for.

On the Saturday evening the usual music party was held at the new venue and most of the British party attended this.  A good evening was enjoyed by all.
On Sunday afternoon, after the closing speeches and prize giving we departed from the venue with our host families for the remainder of our stay in Haaksbergen.

On Monday morning our host families took us to the train station a few miles away so we could catch the train back to the Hook of Holland and the overnight ferry to Harwich.

I would like to sincerely thank Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins plus Phil Smith for all the help and assistance they gave throughout the trip.  Without their help and support the journey and organisation would not have gone as smoothly as it did.

Next year the IBIS tournament will take place from Friday 18th to Monday 21st April 2008.  All those who would like to go should notify me (in writing or by phone) by no later than 21st December 2007, hopefully along with the name of a guide.  Also when notifying me of your participation in this trip you should confirm whether you will be travelling with the organised party or making your own travel arrangements.

If you make your own travel arrangements, I still need to be notified of your arrival and departure times from Hengelo so that I can notify the Dutch organisers of these arrangements.

Obviously, with the change back to the overnight ferry the price for the Haaksbergen event in 2008 will probably rise.  People should be aware that if we travel by ferry we would need to depart from Harwich on Thursday 19th April.  We would then arrive back at Harwich on Tuesday 22nd April and this would probably exclude us from the Apex deal.
You can contact me by writing to: 
44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN or by phoning 01926 425803.

Rapid Play Chess can be Fun!

In the May issue of the gazette David was seeking feedback in the hope we might receive sufficient support to try out another BCA rapid play tournament.  I think most of us will readily appreciate that a blind player is at a greater disadvantage when the game gets down to a time scramble.  This happens in all games however, long and short.

For those who have not had a go at 30 minute chess, it does not seem quite such a rush as you might imagine.  I find there are a couple of things which one does not have to do in this form of chess which helps me greatly.  First, you do not have to keep a record of your moves.  Second, you do not have to keep a count of your moves.  It’s amazing how liberating this can feel.  Another advantage is that if you mess up early in the game you are not left with a couple of hours’ struggle trying to rescue a hopeless position.  The agony is over more quickly and you can soon start all over again!  If you haven’t already done so, why not contact David and tell him you’ll give it a go!
I headed these thoughts ‘rapid play chess can be fun!’ and I will finish with a game I played in the recent Hartlepool Rapid Play tournament which I found fun to play. No, it’s not the kind of masterpiece produced by Messrs Crouch, Ross and Mordue, it’s just an amusing attempt by an old codger who still enjoys pushing the wood around!

White: Stan; Black: Bill; Round 4, Hartlepool Rapid Play, 13 May 2007.

1 e4 c5 2 Nc3 Nc6 3 f4 d6 4 Nf3 e6 5 Bb5 g6 6 0-0 Bg7 7 d3 Nge7 8 Be3 0-0 9 Bxc6 bxc6 10 d4 cxd4 11 Bxd4 c5 12 Bxg7 Kxg7 13 Qe1 Rb8 14 Rb1 Qc7 15 e5 Bb7 16 Rbd1 Rfd8 17 Ng5 Qc6 18 Rd2 Rd7 19 Qh4 Rh8 20 Nxe6 fxe6 21 Qf6+ Kg8 22 Qxe6+ Kg7 23 Qf6+ Kg8 24 e6 1-0.

I have not included my opponent’s second name as I just could not seek his permission to publish the game. 
Stan Lovell. 

Two Reach Problemists’ Final

Two BCA members qualified for this year’s final of the British Problem Solving Championship.  The qualifying round was a postal contest with eight teasers, only five of which could be solved by cheating with a computer.  The other three involved helpmates and self mates, which take ingenuity to construct and imagination to solve.

With a perfect score of 40, Paul Cumbers reached the final while Bill Armstrong scored 38.5.  Proof of the standard was that Bob Wade scored 35 points and failed to qualify.  Apart from the current champion Jonathan Mestel, two other GMs were in the final 40.

If you think this might be your niche in chess competition, try this problem from the postal round.  White: king at h4 and knight on h8; Black king at c8, rook on h1, pawns at c6, f7 h7 h6 g2 and h2. Black plays first and co-operates with white to allow white to deliver mate on white’s sixth move.  When you find one solution, look for the second one which is even trickier.  Good luck.  Solution in next issue or go on the web at http://www.bstephen.me.uk/ and follow the links about the postal round 2006-7. 

In the final, Paul, an experienced competitor, solved very well and scored points in all six rounds.  He eventually came third behind winner GM John Nunn and defending champion GM Jonathan Mestel.  Paul also helped with some consoling words as I struggled to come to terms with solving against time pressures.  His encouragement helped me keep going and get points in three rounds.  I won the prize for best newcomer to the finals on a low score, but I was thoroughly pleased with the friendly atmosphere and excellent organisation of the event. 
Bill Armstrong.

BCA Individual Championships 2007

Writing on Midsummer’s Day on a dull afternoon, I recall with nostalgia the warm hot days we spent in Bournemouth, in April.  There was chess being played, of course, but there was sociability, and good food at the Tralee, and also a welcome trip to Poole Harbour, wide but extremely shallow, in which you could chill out during the sea breeze from Bournemouth.  Very pleasant, whereas there is always the suspicion that the rest of the summer is not going to be so good.  Still, it could be worse.  We have the European coming up in Durham this summer, and I was there in an earlier summer in June 1980, when there were freak hailstorms, the ice settling for an hour or so, and then just as quickly melting.  So be warned! 

Let’s get away from the weather.  The Bournemouth event was my first BCA congress.  Apparently the rumours had been floating around that my eyesight was getting worse, and that I was by now closer to being blind.  Not so.  One does not have to be fully blind to play in a BCA championship event, or an international event.  I am partially sighted, as a result of damage to my nerves in the brain.  It could get better, or it could get worse.
In health terms, what was significant in my playing at Bournemouth was that I was recovering in confidence in playing a long chess event.  Last year, I could not even have contemplated playing a seven-day or nine-day event.  The playing strength at Bournemouth was varied, and many of my games were one-sided.  This was not due to any lack of chess understanding by my opponents.  Rather there were many blunders as a result of the player literally not seeing what was happening.  The centre is always at the central battleground in chess, and twice my opponent lost a pawn there, miscalculating, misremembering, or hoping for the best, that his defenders were as numerous as the attackers.  This type of mistake is, to my recollection, rare among sighted players.  The four-by-four central battleground is complex, with both sides attacking and defending, and four files and four rows needing to be taken account of, plus diagonals, knight moves and pawn moves.  In addition, players need to take account of moving pieces from afar.
So one clear deficiency among blind and partially-sighted chessplayers is to open things up and hope for the best in the centre.  The opposite deficiency is also common, making excessive attempts to avoid pieces hanging or open to the threat of being under attack.  In my critical game against Chris Ross, for example, I was a pawn up, but made tired and lazy moves before the time control.  My own tiredness, my own positional errors.  He had an excellent chance to hold the ending, with both players having bishop and knight, but out of the blue he offered the exchange of knights, improving the influence of my pawns.  It was a classic strategic error.  If you are a pawn down in the endgame, what you want to do is to exchange pawns, and not pieces.  The only explanation that seems to be convincing is that if you are blind, you will have a tendency to want to exchange pieces, just to avoid the complication of having to take track of too many pieces on the board.  As we shall see later, Colin Chambers in the final round went too quickly to offer exchanges, when if he had held the balance, it was quite simply level.

The only game in which I was in any danger of being worse was against Steve Hilton.  Then, alas, he missed a knight fork.  I won the event comfortably in the end, but without playing outstanding chess.  I suspect I will need to move forward a gear at Durham.

I have annotated all my games at Bournemouth, which I feel was of interest to myself and, I hope, to my opponents.  I have sent a disk to Mark Kirkham to be distributed to the BCA.  The most interesting game, perhaps, was against Colin Chambers in round 7.  At the time, it felt routine and unexciting, but there were some hidden depths.  Had he found the startling defensive resource, I am sure that it would have been he who would have written up the game, with pride.  But it would have needed an extraordinarily strong grandmaster to have seen the whole idea in advance, or a strong player riding his luck, and finding the resources under pressure.

Here it is, in an abridged version, omitting most of my notes to the early part of the game.

Colin Chambers – Colin Crouch

Bournemouth BCA Championship, Round 7

1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 b6 3 g3 Bb7 4 Bg2 c5 5 c3 e6 6 0–0
Very safe for White, but also an easy equality for Black. If Black is the higher graded player, how should he try to play for a win?  Fortunately for me, I would win the tournament anyway, win, draw or lose, so I could relax and practice my chess. 
6 -Be7 7 b3 0–0 8 Bb2 Nc6 9 Nbd2 Rc8 10 Ne5 d5 11 Nxc6 Bxc6 12 Rc1 Rc7 13 Re1 Qa8 14 e3 Rfc8 15 Qe2 cxd4 16 cxd4 

White has a little more bite after 16 exd4!?
16 -a5 

Hoping that I am now the one who can nibble.

17 a3! 

A couple of good defensive moves by White coming up, and it becomes clear that Black can only reach equality. 

If now 17 -a4?!, White will have a better pawn structure after 18 b4.

17 -Bb7 18 Qd3! 

Another accurate defensive move, and he has cut my edge to next to nothing.  His queenside pawn structure is stable, and he has covered the c2 weakness.  I had the feeling that a draw was very much on the cards. 

18 -Rxc1 19 Rxc1 Rxc1+ 20 Bxc1 Qc8 21 Bb2 Ba6 22 Qb1 

I thought for a long time for my next move, but although my pieces were visually slightly more active, I could not see any way to improve on them. 

I now made a move, just a waiting move, deciding that he could not improve his game either.

22 -Bb5 

There is no particularly deep plan here.  The bishop is slightly more flexible on b5 than on a6, but I am not attacking anything. 

23 Bf1? 

And glory be, he does something constructive, but he breaks open the balance the wrong way.  Now Black has a slight edge.  White should not exchange the light-squared bishops, as soon becomes clear.  23.Qc1 Qxc1+ 24.Bxc1 gives Black a tiny edge in the triple-minor-piece endgame, but it should be tenable.  Or White could simply play a pure waiting move, such as 23.Bf3, and the position still holds comfortably.

23 -Bxf1 24 Qxf1 

A position to think about.  Black has the opportunity to play for an attack with 24 -Qc2, but should he play this, or should he make a much quieter move?  Remember that by now Black is playing for a win, his bishop being more active than White’s, and Black is not so happy with a draw now.  What is going on here is, in appearance, very simple, but the closer points are very difficult, and neither player at the time appreciated the subtler points.  A world-class grandmaster, seeing close to everything, would play one move, while an average master, like myself, would choose something else, and quite probably a player below master strength might play the grandmaster move, but without the deeper point.  A paradox.  What would you play, as Black?  Try it, think hard, and see what you would play.

Ready?

24 -Qc2 

The obvious move, and in my earlier notes, I made no real comment on this.  It is the most direct move, and I have a tactical reply to his assumed response, so what could be simpler?  The detail comes a few moves later.  White can hold the draw after Black’s response.

Looking at this position again, Black has some slight but definite pressure after quiet moves, and something like 24 -b5! 25 Qc1 (25 Qxb5?? Qc2 and Black wins a piece) 25 -Qb7.  Despite initial impressions, White can make no headway on the open c-file.  White has a slightly weakened queenside pawn structure, while Black’s minor pieces are more active than White’s.  A slight plus for Black, then, who can grind away.  If you don’t believe this, try out a few moves by either side, and the chances are that White will find it difficult to improve his position, while Black will gradually improve his minor pieces.  Black also has various other good quiet moves on move 24, not quite so direct, but still keeping the pressure on.

25 Qc1 

It's been very symmetrical, and White appears to be about to force the exchange of queens.  Or so it seems.  Black has an important resource, and if you found it, you are doing well.

25 -Qd3! 

Here my opponent asked for my move to be repeated, thinking that this would be a back-row blunder.  In fact this is fine, and strong.  Naturally I congratulated myself that I had outwitted him on this skirmish. 25 -Qxc1+ 26 Bxc1 instead is equal.

26 a4? 

Now Black is better.  It would take quite a lot of imagination to find the drawing line.  After 26 Qc8+! Bf8 27 a4 Qxd2 28 Ba3 Nd7!, I had prepared a critical resource for Black, which avoids checkmate, and seems to win a piece.  If for example 29 Qxd7, Black simply replies with 29 -Bxa3, the bishop now being unpinned.

Sometimes Fritz uncorks remarkable and unexpected resources, and here is a case in point.  29 Be7!! is brilliant. White regains the minor piece, but surely Black still gains an extra pawn?  Let’s try it.  After 29 -Qd1+ 30 Kg2 Qxb3 31 Qxd7 Bxe7 32 Qxe7 g6 33 Qe8+ Kg7 34 Qc6 h5 35 h4 Black is indeed a pawn ahead in a queen ending, but if White defends correctly, it is unclear how Black can force the win, or even come close to winning.  Try it out, and find the best ways to play it for both White or Black, using Fritz or other chess engines.  If you think you can find a win for Black, then almost certainly if you work even harder there will be a way for White to find a draw.

This is a fascinating sequence of moves.  Since Black’s 24th, there have been resources by both sides, ending up some ten moves later with Black being a clear pawn up in the endgame, but with no win.  I had calculated a bit further than my opponent, but I had done little more than scratch the surface. 

The beauty of all this is that Black’s 24 -b5!, so humdrum, is actually the best, and that the far more entertaining 24 -Qc2 is, after extremely difficult play, only a draw. 

26 -g6

Back to less interesting chess, but at least I now score the point.  Black now stops any back row threats, and is completely in control.  His queen, bishop and knight are much better placed than any of his counterparts. 

27 Bc3 h5 28 h4 Bd6 29 Kg2 Kg7 30 Qb2 Bb4! 

At the moment, the pawn structure is far too symmetrical for Black to play for a win.  A slight asymmetry, gaining a square for the pieces, but relinquishing a minor weakness of the pawns, will break the balance. 

31 Bxb4 axb4 

Doubled pawns, yes, but the front pawn is a dangerous thorn in White's defence.  Black can in many positions play his knight or queen to c3, gaining an extra square, and extra squares are important in the endgame.  Fritz still regards it as almost equal, but my assessment was that Black was close to winning.
32 Qc1 Qe2 33 Nf3 Ne4 

And Black wins a pawn. 

34 Qe1 Qc2 35 Ne5 Qxb3 36 Nc6 Nc3 37 a5 bxa5 38 Nxa5 Qa4 39 Nb7 Qc2 40 Nc5 b3 0-1

Neither player found the most accurate moves, but in the end this game is of considerable psychological interest, and would be so whether the players were blind, partially sighted or sighted.  There were so many twists and turns in such a quiet-looking position.  I look forward to playing for BCA colleagues, both at Durham and in the 4NCL. 
See you later!
Thrilling Finish to 4NCL Season

Bill Armstrong and Chris Ross write: Our target is to do better than last year.  We always have done.  In 2006-7 this meant beating 10 match points from a possible 22 and 32.5 game points from a possible 66.  We came that close to 50% last year.  In the final match one half game point more was all we needed.

This year we started badly with only one win from our first five matches.  Then, meeting weaker teams, we recovered so that with five match points from our final weekend we could reach the magic 50%.  On the Saturday and Sunday two wins led us to our strongest opposition this season.  With four games finished and BCA leading 2.5 to 1.5 all hung on the last two results with Tyson struggling to hold a losing position and Tristram Cole pitting his wits against a rising female junior.  Tristram had a material edge but an exposed king.  Tyson had a poor position but a significant time advantage.  This proved decisive and Tyson's surprising win made the loss on the lower board irrelevant.  BCA finished with 35 game points and 12 match points.  Paying tribute to the squad Chris Ross commented,  "We showed grit and determination and gained our due reward."

Was this our best ever result?  Statistically it was.  Our late surge took us to 13th place, just two match points below one of the sides promoted.  Sceptics note that last year we started well and six of our opponents were above us in the final standings while this year we played none of the 12 teams above us.  Last year, we gained all our game points over the board; this year, defaults gave us six unearned points.  You decide.

What is not in doubt is the fine performance of our two top boards.  Tyson scored 9 from 11 including three wins in the final weekend.  Chris finished with 7.5 points from nine.  Also worthy of mention is Mark Kirkham whose two wins in the final matches proved vital.

Individual scores: Tyson Mordue 9/11 82%; Chris Ross 7/9 78%; Stephen Hilton 0.5/2 25%; Bill Armstrong 2/5 40%; Sean Loftus 1/3 33%; Tristram Cole 0/2; Stephen Burnell 1.5/4 38%; Norman Wragg 0.5/2 25%; Stephen Thacker ½ 50%; Richard Murphy 1/6 16%; Alastair Irving 0/4; Roger Waters 1/3 33%; Guy Whitehouse 2.5/3 83%; Mark Kirkham 2.5/3 83%.

A game from the last round: Ross-Grant

1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 g6 3 Nc3

Played to avoid my opponent's favourite openings.  He is a Grunfeld player and this move directly takes him away from his usual positions.  A good weapon to have up one's sleeve.

3 -d5

Putting the question to White's opening strategy.  Black reckons that the knight on c3 is misplaced and not allowing White to transfer into the 150 attack of the Pirc after 3 -Bg7 4 e4 etc.  However, the text move allows White to adapt the Barry attack, or sometimes referred to as the Tyson attack.

4 Bf4 Bg7 5 Qd2 0-0 6 Bh6 Ne4?!

White has set out aggressively and is stating clearly that if Black is going to sit around and do nothing, he's going to throw his H pawn down Black's throat and mate him down the open file.  Black's best is indeed countering in the center, but 6 -c5 is usual.  White then exchanges bishops and plays e2-e3 in order to recapture on d4 with this pawn and then the domination of the dark squares is his policy.

7 Nxe4 dxe4 8 Bxg7 Kxg7

All Black has achieved here is to exchange two minor pieces, create a weakness in his pawn chain and give White a long-term target of reaching the end-game where his queen-side majority should prove to be a winning factor. However, White is not finished in probing the Black king-side for future possible attacks there.

9 Ng5 Qd5

A very ambitious move indeed.  Black wishes to protect his pawn on e4, put pressure on the loose knight on g5 and also to discourage white from castling queen-side where the a2 pawn would be left weak.  However, the major drawback to the move is that the queen, although placed actively and dominating in the center of the board, is in fact unprotected by any other piece and is vulnerable to attacks.

10 h4!?

Indicating to Black that I am not happy in sitting around and giving him an easy time.  The text move shows him that I am intent on creating weaknesses in the black camp and putting pressure on the black king.  Circumspectly, 10 f3 was probably the most accurate move in the position, but the H-pawn thrust certainly did enough to disconcert my opponent!

10 -h6 11 Nh3 e5

Black wishes to take the f4 square away from the knight on h3, which is currently out of play.  The knight however does keep a close eye on the black kingside and prevents black from straying too many pieces away from there.

12 e3 Nc6?
It is difficult to suggest good developing moves for Black here.  The text just enables White to gain a substantial advantage across the board.  Black may wish to protect his queen with 12 -Rd8 or even the immediate 12 -Qd6 but his queenside certainly needs developing quickly.

Note that 12 -exd4 runs into the nice response 13 c4! after which, White can recapture on d4 with the e3 pawn and then castle queens and gain a huge central advantage as well as free mobility for his pieces.

13 c4 Qd6 14 d5 Ne7

White has now gained a very significant positional advantage: he has gained a 4-3 pawn majority on the queenside and ensured himself of a persistent but secure advantage in any endgame that is reached.  Indeed, Black's pawn majority on the kingside is hindered by the doubling of his E pawns and his extra pawn there is not easily mobilised.

15 0-0-0 c6 16 dxc6

Simplest and best.  White does not wish to be saddled with a weakened isolated D-pawn.  White still has his queenside majority and his positional pluses still hold water.

16 -Qxc6

16 -Qxd2+ may well be met by 17 Kxd2! and 18 Kc3 with a huge advantage to White as the king will then support White's queenside majority and the pawns will begin to march without hindrance.
17 Kb1 Be6

A critical position and one that I spent nearly 35 minutes over!  White has gained all the positional pluses on the queenside.  He has attacking possibilities on the kingside, although the knight on h3 will require rerouting.  The bishop is not sure where it belongs, and even if the C-pawn needs to advance to a dark square, where it belongs, so Bb5 or Bc4 may be required.  With the dark-squared bishops having been exchanged, the queen naturally belongs on a dark square, but not on the open D-file.  Where to go then?  The e1-a5 diagonal is the logical choice, and e1 certainly has a good claim, as from e1 the queen guards the g3 square and allows the advance of the g- and f-pawns and prevents the g3 square from becoming weak, as will soon become apparent.  c3 is also an attractive square as the e5 pawn is certainly a target.  But should that be left alone for later, the loose e5 pawn could prove to be a liability for Black and White could indeed gain tempo on it.  a5 is also an attractive square as the queen dominates the d8 square and prevents Black from occupying the open file and if the queen is kicked, the queen may drop onto b5 forcing the exchange of queens and reaching the desired endgame.

So, decisions to make, the position to consolidate.  The final move was-

18 Qb4!? Rfd8 19 Be2

Nice tactics by Black.  19 Rxd8 followed by 20 Qxe7 allows Rd1+ and Qa4+ tactics and after Qxa2+ Kxd1 and Qb2+ ideas, there will be a Bg4+ tactic that brings the house down.  Well spotted by Black.

19 -Nf5 20 h5 Rac8

20 -g5 should be Black's best try. He wishes to keep the kingside blockaded and hinder White from making progress there.  OK, this would leave the f5 square weak, but it will take White some time to force f2-f4 breaks.

21 hxg6

Taking the opportunity to force open lines on the kingside.  Black now has to worry about possible attacks as well as worrying about all the positional weaknesses on the queenside.  White has pluses on all sides of the board now.

21 -f6

Black did best to recapture on g6 with the f7 pawn and allow his king some protection.  The f6 move is designed to protect the weakened e5 pawn, but I think Black should forget about this pawn and concentrate on protecting his king instead!

22 g4

Initiating serious threats on the kingside.  Computer analysis claims that the exchange of rooks on d8 first is best as it would prevent the rook on h1 from being deflected away from the attack, and although this occurred to me at the time, I had less than 10 minutes now to reach 40 moves, the result of having a monster think on move 18!

22 -Nd6 23 b3

Securing everything up and solidifying the pawn chain. 23 Rc1 Qc5 24 Qxc5 Rxc5 25 Rhd1 was what I was expecting initially as the exchange of queens seemed to be Black's best chance of salvaging the position, but I was banking on the endgame queenside majority to give me winning possibilities.  However, I played b3 to wait to see what Black would come out with as I thought he was almost in positional zugzwang here.

23 -Kxg6?!

From this point on, Black played quickly, probably as a direct consequence of my serious time restriction, but unfortunately for him, his play deteriorated considerably for the remainder of the game.  OK, some analysis: 23 -b5 24 g5 hxg5 (24 -fxg5 25 Qc3 [25 cxb5 would be great except for Qc2+ 26 Ka1 Qxe2] 25 -Kf6 26 g7) (24 -bxc4 is clearly inferior 25 gxh6+ Kh8 26 Rc1)

24 Rc1 a5?

A poor move on several accounts.  Firstly, this just offers a pawn for no direct consequence.  Black throws a pawn into the mix in order to complicate matters, but it achieves very little apart from losing 4 tempi!  Another major reason for the poor nature of the move is that it is an obvious gambit.  White is in very serious time pressure.  There is no immediate tactical reason why white should not steal the pawn and ask black what he has in mind.  White can therefore take up very little time on the clock in grabbing the pawn and deflecting Black's ineffective threats that follow and gain massively on the clock in the process.  By giving White a clear objective for a few moves, he has benefited greatly on the clock and hence, he can spend vital seconds in finding the finish which is not easy to perfect.

25 Qxa5 Ra8 26 Qb4 Qa6?

Again, one move tactics, but blitzed out by black hoping that white will crack under the pressure.  But one-move tactics can be answered very quickly and requires no time on the clock.

27 Rc2 Qc6

Realising that the pressure down the open a-file and the sacrifice of the a-pawn has achieved nothing at all.  White threatened the immediate 28 c5 winning a piece, as the bishop on e2 has been protected by the rook on c2.  Black must move his queen.  Maybe 27 -Qa5 28 Qxa5 Rxa5 29 Rd2 was best, although the rook on c2 has suddenly found a good square on the open file and prepares Rhd1 and the domination of the only open file.

28 Ng1

Facilitating f2-f4 as the f3 square is now protected.  The rook on h1 is suddenly brought back into the game and black has to worry about his kingside once again.

28 -Rac8 29 f4 exf3 30 Bxf3 e4

30 -Qc7 concedes the e4 square and after c4-c5 thrusts, the bishop on f3 will find a strong position on e4, where it will cut through the Black kingside and assist in the final attack there. 30 -Qc5 31 Qxc5 Rxc5 32 Rch2 was best to give white things to think about in his final few minutes.

31 Be2 Nf7 32 Nh3 Ne5 33 Nf4+ Kg7 34 Qe7+

Another direct consequence of my 18th move which has proven to be so vital in the whole strategy of the game.  The e7 square has always proven to be a square of weakness and allowing the white queen to penetrate into the black camp like this is only a recipe for disaster.  White must now only find the correct tactical finish to the game to close things out, which is not easy with minutes left on the clock!

34 -Bf7 35 Nh5+ Kg6 36 Nxf6!

The climax of the whole White strategy.

36 -Rd6

Desperation more than anything.  The idea is 36 -Qxf6 37 Rxh6+ winning the Black queen.

37 g5

Stronger is 37 Qxe5 Qc5 38 Qxc5 Rxc5 39 Nxe4, but either way I could not see Black holding the position.

37 -Rxf6

Again pure desperation.  Amazing, despite the time pressure, I had spotted that 37 -Re6 38 Nd5 Rxe7 39 Nxe7+ Kxg5 40 Nxc6 Rxc6 was simply winning for White.

38 Qxe5

The rook on f6 is attacked, Rxh6 is threatened, the pawn on g5 threatens to win a rook, so the pawn requires capture, exposing the Black king even more.

38 -hxg5 39 Bh5+ Kg7 40 Qxg5+ Bg6 41 Bxg6 Rxg6 42 Qe7+ Kg8 43 Qh7+ Kf8 44 Rf2+ Ke8

44 -Rf6 45 Qh8+ Ke7 46 Rh7+ Kd6 47 Qxf6+ Kc5 48 Qd4+ Kb4 49 Qd2+ Kc5 50  Rf5+ Qd5 51 Qxd5+ Kb4 52 Qa5 is mate.

45 Qf7+ Kd8 46 Rh8+ 1-0 
From the Cassette Librarian

The following books have been added to the cassette library.

Tony Miles: “It’s Only Me”, compiled by Geoff Lawton.  Catalogue number M327. 

The French Defence, 1 cassette.  This has been compiled from various sources and covers the lines 3 Nd2 Nc6 and 3 Nc3 Bb4. Catalogue number O328.  Many thanks for Philip Doyle supplying this material which has been read on to tape by a club mate of his. 
Mark Kirkham.  

Comments on the Cassette Library

Philip Doyle responded to my article in May’s gazette requesting feedback on what sort of literature people wanted to see added to the BCA’s libraries.  He writes: I would like to make a few comments about the tape library which I have used quite a bit in the past, although not so much of late.

In general I find the medium of cassette very satisfactory while having the disadvantage of not affording the listener the option to hop and skip through the text as a print reader might do.

The content of the tape library is generally very good but I have found that some quite popular openings have been neglected.  For example, until recently there was nothing on the Slav except material on some of the more obscure lines.  To remedy this, Hans Cohn recorded a lengthy book, but unfortunately it had some reading errors and the content was much too detailed and complex for my taste.  In the end, a club mate read some stuff onto a mini-cassette for me.  The small cassette was his idea, but, to my surprise, I found it extremely satisfactory.

By now you will probably have gathered that I would rather the library concentrate on short books and articles covering the standard openings.  I find it difficult to retain concentration when faced with the kind of endless analysis found in some of the Chess books that are available.  To conclude, I would like to thank Mark and his predecessors down the years for providing an excellent service, also the readers for their many hours of hard work.  It would be a great pity if their efforts were to go unappreciated.

Letter from Peter Price

To all members of the BCA, 
Dear All, 
I wish to express my thanks for the tremendous goodwill, prayers, letters and cards I am receiving during my continuing illness.  The amount of support I have received has been truly overwhelming.

Body scans have revealed a couple of fast-moving, aggressive nasties for which I have opted to be treated by palliative means.  However the flag has not yet dropped and I propose to use the time to the best advantage.  My morale has been sustained by the support I have received on and off the board.

With best wishes to you all, 
Peter.

Wedding Anniversary

As a way of ending this gazette on a happier note, I have been told that on 19th June, Jim and Mary Cuthbert celebrated their Silver Wedding A nniversary.  I am sure you would all like to join with me in congratulating and wishing them many more happy years together. 
Guy Whitehouse.

