
[image: image1.png]The Gazetftte

August 2005

Registered Charity Number 263049





Editor: Peter Price, 21 St. Peters Road, Harborne, Birmingham, B17 0AT.  Tel. 0121 427 3285 (p.m.).

BCA website address:

www.braillechess.org.uk

E-mail:






customerservices@braillechess.org.uk

BCA Committee 2005 - 6

  Chairman: Alec Crombie MBE, “Elton House”, 47 High Street East, Uppingham, LE15 9PY.  Tel. 01572 822 280.  E-mail a.crombie@braillechess.org.uk

  Secretary: Norman Wragg OBE, 2 Chorley Avenue, Fulwood, Sheffield, S10 3RP.  Tel. 0114 230 5995.  E-mail n.wragg@braillechess.org.uk

  Treasurer: Richard Kidals.

  Website co-ordinator: Chris Ross, 16 King’s Gardens, Huntingdon, PE29 7LL. Tel. 01480 431 962.  E-mail c.ross@braillechess.org.uk

  Publicity Officer: Bill Armstrong, 6 The Heights, Ladderedge, Leek, ST13 7LQ.  Tel. 01538 371 466.  E-mail w.armstrong@braillechess.org.uk

  Tournament Director: Guy Whitehouse, 41 Victory Road, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 1LH.  Tel. 0115 917 2911.  E-mail g.whitehouse@braillechess.org.uk

  Cassette Librarian: Mark Kirkham, 35 Hallamshire Close, Sheffield, S10 4FJ.  Tel. 0114 230 4066.  E-mail m.kirkham@braillechess.org.uk

  Membership Secretary: David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.  Tel. 01926 425 803.

  Junior BCA Representative: Alastair Irving, Toppin Castle, Heads Nook, Brampton, CA8 9AX.  Tel. 07739 286 491.  E-mail alastairirving19@hotmail.com

  Friendly games co-ordinator (not a committee officer): Steve Hilton, Flat G2, 13 Mearns Street, Greenock, PA15 4PX.  Tel. 01475 716 007.  E-mail stephenhilton1962@ntlworld.com

  Periodicals distributor (not a committee officer): Richard Harrington, 51 Iveagh Court, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 5DN.  Tel. 01442 236 707.

  Non-Braillists: Richard Kidals (print), Steve Hilton (large print).

  Note: The views expressed by members in the Gazette do not necessarily reflect the policies or views of BCA.

CONTENTS

3EDITORIAL


3FUNDRAISING NEWS


3ACKNOWLEDGEMENT


3A VERY SPECIAL OCCASION


4FINANCE & FUNDRAISING SUB-COMMITTEE NEWS


4TREASURER’S UPDATE


4MILLENNIUM WINNERS:


5NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY


5LIST OF EMAIL ADDRESSES


5STOP PRESS


5FORTHCOMING EVENTS


6TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT


7MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT


8CLIVE HAZELL, 1946 - 2005


8NEW CASSETTES IN THE LIBRARY


8WHY ARE MEMBERS NOT PLAYING IN TOURNAMENTS?


9REPORT OF BCA AGM TOURNAMENT: 8/10 APRIL 2005


10A THANK YOU LETTER


10IBIS HAAKSBERGEN TOURNAMENT


114NCL 2004-2005


17PERSONALIA


17ANALYSING WITH THE COMPUTER - PART II


19ANSWER TO “QUEENSPAWN” CAN PRODUCE TIDDLERS


19“FIANCHETTO” FANTASIES




EDITORIAL

  Writing the editorial at this time of the year, I once again fall back on the journalists’ maxim that August is the silly season for news.  So I make no apology for introducing a long-held theory of mine which readers may consider fanciful if not downright silly.


For many years I was privileged to be engaged in a profession where mental and manual skills went hand in hand.  This combination of mind and physical demands proved an excellent antidote for blotting out ongoing worry, stress and sometimes pain in my private life.  I contend that this balance between mind and manual can benefit the visually-impaired chess player over his/her sighted opponent.  The sighted player tends to sit very still while pondering the position and only touches a piece when making a move on the board.  The visually-impaired player is repeatedly and continually handling the board, feeling the pieces, judging the potential of certain squares and examining the dangers of sinister long diagonals.  All this manual and tactile activity required necessitates streams of information to and from the brain: the touch receptors and motor instigators in the brain are working over-time!  Worry, recent shock, back pain and even toothache are all diversions to concentration.  I maintain that the flow of impulses to and from the brain make for an ideal if temporary block to unwelcome distractions.

  To quote a possible example.  About two years ago in the first round of a BCA tournament I was drawn against a sighted and much higher-graded player.  Unfortunately, his car had just been involved in a dangerous and unnerving brush with a lorry.  I could tell that my opponent was naturally uptight; and after seventeen moves he offered me a draw.  Needless to say using today’s phrase, I “bit his arm off!”  Does this prove my theory?  What do readers think?

  Well, that’s enough theorising.  In this magazine, please take a fresh look at the additions and alterations to the committee page and personnel.  We acknowledge a generous donation just received.  Hans Cohn serves up another rich slice from the menu “Analysing with the Computer”, and Hans also alerts us to some essential reading he has contributed to the cassette library.  The AGM tournament, Haaksbergen, and our team’s very favourable performance in the 4NCL are all well reported.  Finally, don’t miss the urgent plea for more members to have a go at tournament play.

  If you want your next Gazette to be even better than this one, please send me your contributions by 23rd September.


Peter Price.

FUNDRAISING NEWS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

  We were very pleased to receive a cheque for the sum of £1,000 from Wilkinson Hardware Stores Ltd. by way of a donation to our tape library.  Readers will recall how Wilkinson have assisted us in the past, and so this second measure of generosity is very sincerely appreciated.  Tape library services are gradually expanding, so this addition to the funds is most opportune.


Julia Scott, Fundraising Officer.

A VERY SPECIAL OCCASION

  Julia and Roy recently attended a celebratory lunch to mark the occasion of the winding up of the Leeds Hospital Fund Charitable Trust.


The event held at the Civic Hall in Leeds was hosted by Richard Strudwick, Chairman of LHF, together with his fellow trustees.  Also attending as a guest speaker was the Lord Mayor of Leeds, Councillor William Hyde, who was accompanied by his wife.

  The chairman said that the occasion was a party!  Guests were received by the sound of a steel band to get everyone in the party spirit.

  After being introduced to the trustees, guests were treated to Bucks Fizz; and an opportunity to admire the beautiful building and the showcases of precious gifts given to the Civic Hall over many years.


In their speeches, both the Lord Mayor of Leeds and the Chairman of the trust suggested that although the final curtain was being called on the trust as it stands at the moment, the phoenix may yet arise from the ashes in a different format – we all await to hear if that will happen!

 The LHF have been supporters of the BCA over the past few years, and the occasion was an ideal opportunity to thank the trustees in person for their generosity.  Gazette readers will be well aware that the Leeds Hospital Fund has been sponsors of the Gazette over the past year.


Cheques were presented to the 86 charities attending the event.


First time visitors to Leeds Julia and Roy enjoyed their visit to the city.



Julia Scott.

FINANCE & FUNDRAISING SUB-COMMITTEE NEWS

  You may recall the request for general help on fundraising ideas.  My own request is if you know of an organisation in your area, which may consider a donation to the BCA, please let me (or a committee member) know.  The intention would then be to feed this information into the process for future fundraising initiatives. 


Richard Kidals.

TREASURER’S UPDATE

  We are 9 months into the current financial year and I am happy to report that our income, expenditure and reserves are in-line with expectations which is good with only 3 months to go before another set of year-end financial statements are due to be reported.  I can report our balances include income in respect of the British Championship to be held at Morecambe during August 2005.  They also include donations and income for the Team going to Greece.  You will find an update on Fundraising from Julia and I hope that keeps you abreast of the trends.

MILLENNIUM WINNERS:
March
No 8

Derek Spink

April

No 4

Chrissie Brown

May 

No 26
Stephen Thacker

  Sorry, June is not drawn yet as I am reconciling current paid up membership.  Draw will be made by the 30th June and a cheque will be with the lucky winner early July.

  Recently, I received a few new subscribers and I Thank You for the support.  Remember it costs £12 per annum and you have 12 chances, one a month, of winning a prize of £35.  The odds are good in that we only have 70 or so members. I would like to see the odds go to 100-1 E.g. 100 Members.  Then the shrewd Members who have 2 Numbers in the draw have odds of 50-1 every month so for any knowledgeable gamblers (non-professional of course!) you may be able to give us the odds of winning at least once in any 12 month cycle.  I suspect the odds are very attractive!

  So, all we need now is another 25-30 Members, Family or Friends to send a cheque for £12 for entry in the next months draw.  We may soon break our century!  If I could have a volunteer from our membership to administer this, I would very much be tempted to help especially when I receive the tremendous odds on winning.  You will understand the embarrassment if I (as Treasurer) pulled out my own winning Number say, 3 times in one year.  Yours, Richard

  In summary or as our lovely Delia Smith would sum up or perhaps appropriately ’ave it, “come-on - Letsbeavenue”.  Of course, the same plea goes to you regarding ideas on fundraising or perhaps a few organisational names which we could consider writing to in your area.


Richard Kidals, BCA Treasurer.

NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY

  The IBCA Olympiad and the IBCA World Cup are both team events for blind and partially sighted chess players and are held every four years, The World Cup taking place the year after the Olympiad.  Normally, only the top 12 countries at the Olympiad qualify for the following year’s World Cup but there has been a change this time and 16 countries will be competing for the World Cup.  I am pleased to say that the UK will be one of the 16 participating countries.

  By the time you read this, the event will be over.  It takes place from 12 to 21 July in Eretria, Greece.

  Graham Lilley, our top board at the Olympiad in Spain last November, is unfortunately not well enough to play in Greece.  His place will be taken by Steve Hilton.  The rest of the team is the same as in Spain:  Colin Chambers, Bill Armstrong, Les Whittle and me.

  Greece is also hosting the World Junior Championship and the Ladies’ World Championship in July this year.  Unfortunately, no one is available to represent the UK in either of these events.

  Our second season in the 4 Nations Chess League (4NCL) is now over and a report is included elsewhere in this Gazette.  I would like to thank all those who played in the team during the season, while special thanks go to Chris Ross for all his hard work as manager of the team.

Norman Wragg

LIST OF EMAIL ADDRESSES

A few weeks ago, one of our members suggested that email addresses should be included in the BCA membership list.  The suggestion was discussed at the AGM and more recently at a BCA Committee meeting.

  The outcome of the discussions is that a separate list of email addresses will be produced, rather than including them in the main list.  Julie Leonard has generously agreed to produce and maintain the list for us.  Any BCA member can have a copy of this list but it will only be available in electronic format.

  Julie already has quite a number of your email addresses because of her responsibility for sending out the BCA Gazette by email.  She will write to everyone on this Gazette list to check whether the members concerned are content for their email addresses to be included in the new list that will be made generally available within the BCA.

  In addition, if you have an email address and are not on the Gazette list, you are invited to get in touch with Julie in order to be included on the new list.  

  Initially, the new list will be updated and emailed out on a quarterly basis but this will be reviewed in the light of experience.

Norman Wragg

STOP PRESS

  Readers will know that the BCA will be hosting the IBCA European Individual Championship in 2007 as part of our 75th anniversary celebrations.  We are delighted to report that we have identified a superb venue for the event: St Aiden’s College in the beautiful cathedral city of Durham.  We are now ready to sign a contract with the College.

  The Championship will take place from 13 to 24 August 2007.  Your Committee has decided that the BCA will fund five UK players to participate in the event.  We shall continue to keep you updated.

Norman Wragg

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

28th-30th October 2005.  International Autumn Tournament.  Moat House Hotel, St. Mary’s Road, Bedford.  There will be an Open event and a Minor event limited to those whose grade is 80 or below.  Associate members of BCA are eligible to play in each of these events.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation including: dinner, bed and breakfast, for members and associate members is: £38 per person per night sharing and £42.50 single.  The cost to non-members and for those booking Sunday night is: is £42.50 sharing and £47 single.  Closing date for entries and bookings is 31st August.  This closing date also applies to Juniors who receive free entry and accommodation.  The Bedford Moat House Hotel is centrally situated in the town of Bedford.  Close to the shops and other amenities including very pleasant walks along the river towpath.

3rd-5th March 2006.  Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress.  Lancaster Hall Hotel, craven Terrace, London W2.  In addition to the annual general meeting, which will take place Saturday 4th March 2006 at 2 pm, there will be an Open tournament and a Minor tournament of 5 rounds each.  Associate members are eligible to play in each of these events.  Entry fee £10.  Cost of accommodation for members and associate members, including: dinner, bed and breakfast: £36.50 per person per night sharing and £40.00 single.  The cost to non members and to those booking for the Sunday night will be: £43.50 sharing and £47 single.  Closing date for bookings 10th January 2006.  This date also applies to Juniors who receive free entry and free accommodation.  It is a considerable time since we were able to find a suitable venue in London at a reasonable price.  The Lancaster Hall Hotel offers excellent accommodation and a fine hall in which the tournament will take place.  the hotel is situated not more than 8 minutes walk from Paddington main line and underground stations and a little less from Lancaster gate underground.  Car parking, as is often the case in London, is limited and we advise those who can manage without their car to use public transport.

20th-27 May 2006.  Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  (Formerly known as the Minor Tournament).  Preston Sands Hotel, Marine Drive, Paignton.  This event will be played over six rounds and is limited to blind players and to associate members of BCA whose grade or estimated grade is 130 or below.  There will also be some coaching sessions geared to the needs of those who wish to attend the sessions and a full progrmme of trips and entertainment.  This is a chess holiday which is a firm favourite with many of our members.  We are delighted to have found the excellent preston sands hotel which is situated right on the sea front at the quiet end of paignton.  Jean, Colin and their son Mike, who own and manage this hotel have promised that once our members have enjoyed the friendly welcome they will receive at this hotel they will want to return again and again!  The entry fee is £10 and the cost of accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast will be £220 per person per week for members and associate members and £246 for others. Closing date for entries 20th March 2006.

  Members are reminded that bookings and other requests for the events above should be made to the organiser and not to the hotel.

  Tournament organiser: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668 

e-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk

  All events run by the BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at BCA events.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

  Those wishing to book extra nights will be asked to pay for the extra nights required direct to the hotel.  It will still be necessary to inform the organiser of your requirements.

  On-line and telephone payments.  Please note, those paying entry and accommodation fees direct into the BCA account either on-line or by telephone transfer are still required to inform the tournament organiser of their entry and booking requirements.


Stan Lovell.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

  My apologies that in the last gazette results which should have appeared under the heading of group B actually appeared under the heading of group A.  My mistake.

BCA Championship.

Group B.

Townshend - Way 0 - 1

Scores: Way 3 - 3, Mark Hague 0 - 1, Lovell 0 - 1, Townshend 0 - 1.

League division 1.

Schaefer - O’Brien 1 - 0 Sicilian 38

S. Brown - Gibbs 0 - 1

Gibbs - Hague 1 - 0

Scores: McElroy 2 - 2, Gibbs 2 - 2, Schaefer 2 - 3, O’Brien 0.5 - 2, S. Brown 0.5 - 2, Hague 0 - 3.

League division 2.

Hodgkins - Rees 1 - 0 king’s pawn 31

Price - Spink 0 - 1 king’s pawn 35

Scores: Bryant 4.5 - 5, Hodgkins 4.5 - 5, Gallacher 3 - 5, Rees 0 - 3, Spink 1 - 4, Price 0 - 4.

League division 3.

Mactavish - Atherton 0 - 1 English 23

Patching - Mactavish 0 - 1 queen’s pawn 41

Mactavish - Cuthbert 1 - 0 28

Scores: Crombie 4 - 4, Atherton 4 - 4, Mctavish 3 - 5, Cuthbert 1 - 4, Patching 1 - 4, Graham 0 - 5.

League division 4.

Hodges - Hague 0 - 1 16

Hague - Couchman 1 - 0 irregular 23

Townshend - Hague 0 - 1 irregular 22

Couchman - Townshend 1 - 0 four knight’s defence 39

Hague - Davey 1 - 0 danish gambit

Townshend - Hodges 1 - 0 38

Hodges - Couchman 0 - 1

Davey - Townshend 0 - 1 two knight’s defence 42

Davey - Couchman 0 - 1 two knight’s defence 24  

Standings: Hague 4 - 4, Couchman 3 - 4, Townshend 2 - 4, Davey 0 - 3, Hodges 0 - 3. Congratulations to Mark Hague for winning this division; it was his first full correspondence tournament so a special well-done!

  Guy Whitehouse.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.

  Unfortunately due to work commitments I did not get around to producing the new membership list in all mediums and I apologise for this.  This should hopefully, now be circulated in August.

  Correction of post code: Richard Harrington’s post code should read HP2 5DN NOT 5DW so if you are receiving tapes from Richard, please ensure that the post code is correctly shown on the address card before returning a wallet to him.


David Hodgkins.
OBITUARY:

CLIVE HAZELL, 1946 - 2005

  Clive Hazell had been an associate member of the BCA for a number of years; and, with Carmel, his wife, has rarely missed a congress in the spring or autumn.  It was a very sad AGM tournament in Newton Aycliffe because Clive died in the early hours of Sunday, 10th April.  He had suffered a heart attack on 30th March from which he failed to recover.

  Perhaps most people will remember Clive as being “Gerry’s cousin from Aylesbury”.  By joining the BCA Clive, Carmel, their son Andrew, daughter-in-law Mel, Grandson Oliver and Mel’s parents, Val and Des were all able to meet Lucy and Gerry on a fairly regular basis in a variety of locations.  They were always happy occasions and I will recall particularly that Clive was constantly looking for a guide dog to take for a walk whatever the time of day or night.

  Clive had a love of the great outdoors, he loved wildlife and was happy to observe the effects of mother nature.  Accordingly therefore it came as no surprise that the family asked that donations in lieu of floral tributes should be sent to the Born Free Foundation.  “Rest in peace”.

Gerry Walsh.

NEW CASSETTES IN THE LIBRARY

  By the time you read this two new recordings will be in the library from me: the four pawn variation of the King’s Indian defence (5 cassettes, a very worthwhile system to confront your opponents with if you have problems with the usual variations, as most players seem to have); the Veresov-Richter opening - 1 d4 Nf6 2 Nc3 d5 3 Bg5 - (7 cassettes, a system already popular with some of our members).  Both recordings are tone-indexed and include a taped index of variations which will enable you to find the variations you want with the help of cue-and-review without too much trouble.

  May I also remind you that a recording of annotated games between blind players from IBCA tournaments is now in the library on 4 cassettes.  This should be a “must” for our Olympiad squad and those who aim to get there, but, of course, the games are also enjoyable in their own right without an ulterior motive.

  Next time I hope to tell you about a most exciting new book which is nearing completion.  Watch this space!

  
Hans Cohn.

WHY ARE MEMBERS NOT PLAYING IN TOURNAMENTS?

  BCA runs a wide range of over-the-board tournaments from weekend to week long events.  However, for our championship event coming up in August 2005 numbers are greatly down compared to other years.

  Players of any strength should never be put off from entering a BCA event.  It can seem daunting coming along to your first over-the-board tournament having never before had to announce your moves to your opponent, play using a clock and recording your moves.

  BCA tries to do all it can to make a person as comfortable as possible in an event.  If it is your first tournament why not just give a person on the tournament sub committee (myself, Guy Whitehouse, Stan Lovell and Sean O’Brien) a call and find out what it involves in playing in an event and have your fears put to rest.

  In all BCA tournaments there are normally always two events taking place: one for the experienced player, and one for those who have just started to play or whose ability is unknown and of a low playing strength.

  In all BCA events prizes of money are played for.  BCA will normally have a prize for the first three in the event and several grading prizes.

  A grading band is where people are grouped together roughly of the same playing strength.  Although they are competing for the main three prizes, if they don’t manage to win one of these, but outscore the rest of the people within their grading group, they will win a prize.

  So, why not, if you haven’t been to an over-the-board tournament before, or not for a long time, why don’t you give it a go.

  If you have any queries regarding tournaments please do not hesitate to get in touch with a member of the tournament sub committee.


David Hodgkins, Chair of Tournament Sub Committee.

REPORT OF BCA AGM TOURNAMENT: 8/10 APRIL 2005

  It was an amazing weekend to choose for the chess tournament with so many important events taking place.  As I set off from London, many people were talking about the postponement of the big wedding and acknowledging the death of Pope John Paul II.  It was also a remarkably cold day when we all arrived in the North East having experienced snow showers en route.

  On entering the Sleep Inn Hotel, very friendly staff assisted us to our rooms which were of a very modern style with curved walls.  Some members, including myself, were attempting for several minutes to access light, not realising that the key card controlled this.  What a very sensible method of saving electricity and creating an amusing initiation test to all visitors unfamiliar with this modern system.

  Many familiar faces gathered together in the bar before the evening meal to catch up on news.  There were a number of regulars missing as a result of ill-health and other reasons, slightly reducing the numbers present.  At 7.45 p.m. the tournament began with Gerry and Julie organising both the Minor Tournament and the Open with their usual professionalism.  On that first evening, there were some really good games taking place with Chris Ross and Shirley Watkins (the eventual winners) asserting their impressive skills.  There were other moments when clocks needed to be stopped to clarify positions on the board and sort out some board confusion.  It would be fair to say that the BCA expect all players to record moves to enable such confusions to be easily resolved.  There were times when recording had not taken place creating real difficulties for the Arbiters.

  On Saturday we had the BCA AGM (a copy of the minutes can be obtained by contacting the secretary).  It was fascinating to see most of the ladies disappearing during this meeting as a result of a certain Royal Wedding.  I heard one lady say that it was the first time she had ever missed the AGM.  It was also very discerning of Alec Crombie to announce at the beginning of the meeting that he would allow members who enjoy the Grand national to watch it by stopping the meeting for a short period if required.  Fortunately this was not necessary as the meeting finished at 3.20, followed by birthday cake to celebrate our Treasurer’s birthday.

  As the tournament developed, more and more conversations could be heard in the bar either rejoicing or despairing over their respective games.  I heard many post mortems taking place creating plenty of discussion and personal reflection.

  During a previous tournament a local Lions group offered some support.  It was wonderful to experience their daily involvement again with them collecting members from the station, providing walks for those with guide dogs and generally lending a great helping hand to many of us.  I am sure that many members would like to express their sincere thanks for this assistance.

  There were a few guide dogs present that, most of the time, sat under the table and fell asleep.  On Saturday evening they decided to rebel with an incredibly loud barking session taking place just outside the chess room.  Julie entered the scene to address this crisis and the dogs eventually calmed down.  I heard the staff saying how much they were enjoying having the dogs in the hotel (I am not sure whether they enjoyed having the BCA members present but from their supportive response in providing whatever help was required, I think we can assume that we brought something very different to their hotel).  Several of us struggled to find our rooms because the numbers on the doors were not tactile and creative methods were needed to resolve this difficulty (rubber bands on the handles and other symbols were noted by the cleaners and fortunately not removed).

  We enjoyed a very pleasant tournament, perhaps the highlights of which were Les Whittle drawing against three higher graded players and Shirley proving that her play is still as sharp as ever.

  BCA funds were added to by a raffle organised by Pauline Wragg, and a sweep on the National conducted by Juliet Reeve.  Our thanks to you both.  Our thanks also to the committee for all their hard work during the year, and particular gratitude to Stan and Jan who spend hours looking for suitable hotels and arranging these tournaments.  It was good to be there enjoying this occasion with you all.  Thanks again to everybody who contributes to this event.

Results.

Open: 

Ross; 4.5 – 5

Mordue; 4

Loftus (Ireland), Whittle, Delaney (Ireland), Wragg, Crombie; 3.5

Hilton, Chambers, Lovell, Thacker; 3

Sharing the grading prize on 2 points; Murphy, Waters, Plechaty, McQuillan, Chan, Price.

Phillips; 1.5

Meaney, Perham, Kidals, Irving; 1

Minor:

4.5 Watkins

4 Sobers

3 Murray (Ireland)

2.5 Cuthbert, Hodgson

2 Osborne

1 Hague

0.5 Hodges.


John Osborne

A THANK YOU LETTER

  Dear Editor,

  I would like to express my extreme appreciation and delight on receiving the “get well” card and the kind wishes from the members who attended the AGM.  It gave me great pleasure.

  I had my operation on the 11th of April, which in itself was successful, but the final result may not be known for several months: but I do hope to meet some of you again at Morecambe.


With very best wishes to you all


Yours sincerely


Geoff Patching.

IBIS HAAKSBERGEN TOURNAMENT

FRIDAY, 22ND TO MONDAY 25TH APRIL 2005

  This year the party going to the annual IBIS chess tournament in the little Dutch town of Haaksbergen numbered nine BCA members.  We all met up at Harwich on Friday morning to catch the high-speed ferry to the Hook of Holland and then travelled via train to Hengelo.  Here we were met by some of the Dutch organisers and taken by car to the school where the chess is played.

  Our host families picked us up from the school and the usual Friday night welcome party commenced where new and old friendships were made.  Also chess players were able to learn which table they were on and who they would be competing against.

  The chess commenced as usual on Saturday morning at 10 a.m. with speeches from the organisers explaining the rules of the competition.  The event was then formally opened by a person from the town council.

  All the BCA players fared well and results were as follows with everybody winning a prize:

Table 6 – David Hodgkins – 3 from 3, (first on his table).

Table 11 – Mike Murphy – 2.5 from 3, (first on his table).

Table 12 – Brian Perham – 3 from 3, (first on his table).

Table 13 – George Plechaty – 2 out of 3, (second on his table).

Table 14 – Phil Smith – 1 from 3, (joint second on his table).

Table 19 – Kieren Wood – 2.5 from 3, (joint first on his table).

  Overall the British players scored 14 out of a possible 18 points.

  This year Mike Murphy and Kieren Wood were in the winning team for the friendship plaque.  They both won a commemorative medal as the plaque stays in Haaksbergen.

  On the Saturday evening the usual musical event took place at the school and most of the host families and competitors attended.  A good night was had by all.

  During the musical evening the president of the organising committee announced that a special DVD had been made of the 30th anniversary tournament which took place in 2004.  He informed us that people could purchase one of the DVDs for 5 Euros.  Some of our party bought one of these.

  On Sunday afternoon after the closing speeches and prize giving we departed from the school with our host family for the remainder of our stay in Haaksbergen.

  On Monday morning we all met up at Hengelo station to start the journey back on train to catch the high-speed ferry to Harwich.

  I would like to sincerely thank Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, Phil Smith, Mike Murphy and Kieren Wood, for all the help and assistance they gave throughout the trip.  Without their assistance and support the journey and organisation would not have gone as smoothly as it did.

  Next year’s IBIS tournament will take place from Friday 21st to Monday 24th April 2006.  All those who would like to go on this trip should notify myself by no later than Saturday, 17th December 2005, hopefully along with the name of a guide.  Also when notifying me of your participation on this trip you should confirm whether you will be travelling with the organised party on the high-speed ferry from Harwich or making your own travel arrangements.


David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.  Tel. 01926 425 803.

4NCL 2004-2005

  Once again, the B.C.A. performed creditably in the 4 nations chess league, arguably England’s strongest chess league. After our debut last year, we strove out to better our previous achievements, and delightfully our objective was obtained. I am exuberant to reveal that we were indeed successful in our endeavours and the B.C.A., due to a storming last weekend performance, were proud enough to walk away with a better placing than last year.

  At the conclusion of the season, we ended up in 10th place out of a possible 14 teams. This does not reflect badly on the team as this year, due to a new pairing system and division 4 structure, we finished up with more points than last year. We won 4 matches, drew 1, lost 6 and ended up with 9 Match points, exceeding last year's performance of 8. It has to be stated that we faced an incredibly severe drawing system where we were opposed against the top 7 teams within the first 5 weekends. Graft and sheer determination saw our team work efficiently throughout the time and 

a commendable final weekend performance saw us triple our match points.

  As manager, I can only thank all members of the squad who kindly made themselves available for the matches and I would encourage anybody to contact me if they have any desire to play in the league. You do not have to play all games, one weekend, or even one game may suffice, but the more armour we can add to our squad, the more the team will achieve. 

  The individual scores for this season's performance are as follows:

Tyson Mordue 7.5/11

Chris Ross 6.5/10

Stephen Burnell 1.5/6

Bill Armstrong 2.5/7

Stephen Hilton 5/7

John Gallagher 0.5/2

David Hodgkins 0/2

Hans Cohn 1.5/3

Richard Murphy 1.5/5

Robin Williams 0.5/4

Yan Kit Chan 0/2

Alastair Irving 0/4

  A few congratulating comments are in order here. Readers may see the laudable performance by Steve Hilton, who has entered into the B.C.A. and into the 4NCl squad for a first year, who has walked away with an astonishing 5/7! His first loss may be put down to nerves as that was his first match but from then on, the Scottish steel within him steam-rolled all that confronted him. His performance is not only astonishing, but exceedingly impressive.

  Special thanks has to go to Richard Murphy who availed himself on 3 of the weekends when others belatedly withdrew due to illness or more pressing commitments. His willingness to step in at such short notice and to aid all during the weekends was both gratifying and helpful. Without him the B.C.A. may well have lost valuable points. His presence was both immensely appreciated and welcome!

  You will also acknowledge the appearance of some of our juniors who undoubtedly have obtained a tremendous amount of experience from the weekends. For those, the fundamental objective is to ease them into the system and their results, although of importance to the team, matter little in comparison to the wealth of experience they gain in playing in such a taxing league.

  Dates for the upcoming season are as follows the venue being the West Bromwich Moathouse, apart from rounds 5 & 6 when we will travel to Nottingham.

Rounds 1 & 2: 5th/6th November 2005

Rounds 3 & 4: 3rd/4th December 2005

Rounds 5 & 6: 11th/12th February 2006 (Nottingham Moat House)

Rounds 7 & 8: 18th/19th March 2006

Rounds 9, 10 & 11: 27th to 29th May 2006

  Before I conclude this article with a sparkling illustration of the play demonstrated by us, I wish to emphasize the publicity and credit the B.C.A. is gaining whilst playing in this notorious league. All of our squad have behaved and conducted themselves in immaculate ways and the spectators and the teams that we have met have commented on our professionalism and standard of play. 

  I reiterate, if anybody is interested in participating in the league, can you please contact me as soon as possible and discuss possibilities and details.

  Full reports, games and analysis can be viewed on:

http://www.braillechess.org.uk/4ncl/

Chris Ross

4NCL manager

[Event "4NCL div. 4. 2004-2005"

[Site "Telford, ENG"]

[Date "2005.01.16"]

[Round "4.4"]

[White "Hilton, Stephen"]

[Black "Bourne, Johnathan"]

[Result "1-0"]

[ECO "A61"]

[White Elo "1850"]

[Black Elo "2100"]

[Annotator "Chris Ross"]

[Ply Count "61"]

[Event Date "2005.01.16"]

[White Team "B.C.A."]

[Black Team "Brown Jack"]

{A61: Modern Benoni}

1. d4 Nf6

2. c4 e6

3. Nf3 c5

4. d5 exd5

5. cxd5 d6

6. Nc3 g6

7. Nd2 Bg7

8. Nc4 O-O

9. Bg5 Re8

{wanting to put pressure down the e file immediately. This prevents e2-e4 by White, but he wasn't planning that in any case. Therefore, the rook may do best on f8, if he's wanting to get f7-f5 in and to avoid any tempi gain by nxd6 ideas with the rook on e8.

9... Qd7 10. a4 Na6 11. e3 Nb4 12. Be2 Qf5 13. Bxf6 Qxf6 14. O-O Qe7 15. Qd2 b6 16. Na2 Nxa2 17. Rxa2 Ba6 18. b3 Rab8 19. Rc1 Bb7 20. Bf3 Rfd8 21. g3 Bc8 22. b4 cxb4 23. Qxb4 Bh3 24. Nd2

Popov,L-Romanishin,O/Stara Pazova 1988/EXT 97/1/2-1/2 (28)}

10. e3
{A very interesting concept. White denies black the counter-play on the advanced "E" pawn. Black now has to think up of a new strategy that allows him counter-play along some open lines.} 
10... b6? 
{Black wishes to expand on the q-side but he's a bit too slow really. Action on the light squares seems his best choice and quick development. 
10... h6 11. Bh4 Bf5 12. Bd3 Bxd3 13. Qxd3 Nbd7 14. O-O Nb6 15. a4 Nxc4 16. Qxc4 Qa5 17. Bg3 Rad8 18. h3 a6 19. Rfc1 Qb4 20. b3 a5 21. Ra2 Ne4 22. Qxb4 axb4 23. Nxe4 Rxe4 24. Re2 f5 25. f3 

Romeu Alfonso,F-Torres Sanchez,J/Valencia 1998/EXT 2000/0-1 (46)}

11. Be2
White should take full advantage of the rook on e8 and the inability of being able to defend the d6 pawn with ne8. 
{11. Nb5 Ba6 12. Ncxd6 Re5 13. Bf4 Rxd5 14. Qf3 Nc6 15. Bc4 Nb4 16. O-O Bxb5 17. Nxb5 Rd7 18. Rad1 Nfd5 19. a3 a6 20. axb4 axb5 21. Bxd5
1-0 Brinck Claussen,B-Bjarnason,S/Copenhagen 1981/EXT 2000 (21)}

11... Ba6
12. a4 Bxc4

13. Bxc4 Nbd7

14. O-O a6

15. Qe2 Qc8

16. Bd3 h6

17. Bh4 Ra7

{Black is struggling here for a decent enough plan. His queen-side action has been thwarted by White's clamp on the b5 square and his dragon bishop is doing absolutely nothing to help his aggressive set up. His queen is now misplaced and White intends to build up slowly through the centre gaining a small but pulling advantage.} 
18. f4 c4? 
{dropping a pawn for no good reason. Perhaps Black was trying to get counter-play but he already has a miserable position.} 
19. Bxc4 Ne4
{Black is striving to complicate matters but White stays calm and calculated and allows Black no counter-chances at all, playing it slowly and steadily grabbing the pawn and maintaining his solidness.} 
20. Nxe4 Rxe4
21. Bd3 Rb4

22. Rac1 Qa8

23. Rc6!

{Powerfully outposted! Black may have pressure on the b2 pawn and along the long diagonal, eventually bringing his dragon bishop into the game, but the backward nature of the D pawn and the loose nature of the Black pawn structure is more important than the B2 pawn.} 
23... Rxb2
24. Qg4! 
{Wriggling into the Black king-side by penetrating the light squares. Black has to be constantly aware of sudden attacks now by White.} 
24... Qe8
25. e4 f5?

{again, striving for counterplay but weakening his position considerably. 
These light squares are even weaker now!}

26. Qf3 Qf8
{Interesting, although White comes out on top is
26... g5?! 27. fxg5 Ne5 28. Qxf5 Nxc6 29. dxc6 Qxc6 30. Qe6+ Kh7 31. g6+ Kh8.}

27. exf5 gxf5
28. Qh5 Nc5?!

{Black should grovel with 28... Nb8 29. rc2 rxc2 30. Bxc2 Rf7 but White is still massively on top with his domination of the light squares.} 
29. Bxf5! Rf7? 
{The only way to continue although its useless is 29... Qf7 30. Rc8+ Bf8}
30. Rc8 Rxf5
31. Qxf5!

{Pretty finish. Very pretty.} 
31 ... 1-0
[Event "4NCl Div. 4. 2005"]

[Site "Telford, ENG"]

[Date "2005.05.29"]

[Round "10.2"]

[White "Adebejo, Feni"]

[Black "Ross, Chris"]

[Result "0-1"]

[ECO "B23"]

[White Elo "2045"]

[Black Elo "2122"]

[Annotator "Chris Ross"]

[Ply Count "60"]

[Event Date "2005.05.29"]

[White Team "FCA Solutions 2"]

[Black Team "Braille Chess Association"]

{B23: Closed Sicilian}
1. e4 c5 

2. Nc3 Nc6 

3. f4 g6 

4. Nf3 Bg7 

5. Bb5 

{Slightly unusual as the bishop is destined for the c4 square in any case, and should go there straight away. The placing of it on the b5 square normally indicates a willingness to swap it off to ruin Black's pawn structure. Similar to the 3 Bb5 lines in the open Sicilian. As Black is not obliged to allow this, the move is slightly mis-placed.} 
5... Nd4 
6. Bc4?!

{Losing a whole tempo, and thereby giving Black immediate equality. The bishop should be simply left and White should rush to complete development with castling. Black doesn't have to take on b5, but the knight wander to d4 wouldn't make sense if Black was not to take on b5. 3 moves with the one piece can not be good though....} 
6... e6 
{Wanting to get on with normal development against the Grand-Prix attack. In the main variations, White should be a tempo down. I shouldn't have to worry about the f5 sack lines as my knight will land on e7 one move quicker than the main lines, thereby making the sack lines invalid. 
6... d6 7. O-O Nf6 8. e5 dxe5 9. fxe5 Nxf3+ 10. Qxf3 Qd4+ 11. Qe3 Ng4 12. Bxf7+ Kd8 13. Qxd4+ cxd4 14. Ne2 Nxe5 15. d3 Bg4 16. Ng3 Nxf7 17. Rxf7 Bf6 18. Bh6 Be6 19. Rxf6 exf6 20. Bg7 Re8 21. Bxf6+ 

Iskov,G-Ligterink,G/Wijk aan Zee 1982/MCD/1/2-1/2 (26)}

7. O-O Ne7 
8. Kh1?!

{Either this is a sign that White is uncertain of his game-plan or simply is preparing to hack on the king-side, thereby securing his own king first. As there is no direct danger to the White king, the g1 square is fine, although checks on d4 have now been ruled out. 
8. e5 d6 9. Ne4 dxe5 10. fxe5 Nef5 11. g4 Nxf3+ 12. Qxf3 Qd4+ 13. Kh1 Qxc4 14. gxf5 Bxe5 15. d3 Qd5 16. fxg6 f5 17. g7 Bxg7 18. Qh5+ Kf8 19. Bh6 Bxh6 20. Qxh6+ Ke8 21. c4 Qd4 22. Ng5 Bd7 

Akvist,H-Trincardi,T/Eksjo 1979/EXT 2001/0-1 (38)}

8... O-O 
9. a4 

{yet another none-developing move by White. He wishes to secure his bishop that now has a flight square to a2, but since the bishop is biting on granite as it were on the pawn at e6, swapping it off on b3 and allowing axb3 is White's best plan for that piece.} 
9... d5 
10. Ba2 dxe4 

11. Nxe4 b6 

12. Nxd4 cxd4 

{Providing a cramping effect on White's position and gaining the e3 square as an outpost. Also, the c2 pawn has suddenly become a massive target.} 
13. d3 Bb7 
14. Bd2 Rc8 

{Completing development and targeting the backward c2 pawn. White's next came as a bit of a shock.} 
15. Bb4 
{Neatly exploiting the weakened dark squares in Black's centre. The bishop hasn't got much future on the c1-h6 diagonal and therefore heads out on the q-side. In normal circumstances this would be a good re-employment of the piece. The White knight threatens to be a pain on d6 and harass the Black pieces which can easily get entangled. After some consideration, I realised that the White pieces aren't in fact very well coordinated and somewhat cramped. The refutation didn't take long to find then.} 
15... Nf5! 
{Stopping Nd6 and beginning to move the pieces away from the a3-f8 diagonal, which will eventually prove the bishop to be stupidly placed. The threat is to invade the e3 square with multi tactics on the White queen, which doesn't have many squares. The 2nd rank is vulnerable to Rxc2 ideas and f3 allows f7-f5 with the knight on e4 pinned. There are several variations where the exchange sack is unclear but the dark squared bishop would be a fair trade for the compensation Black would get.} 
16. Qe2 
{Perhaps not the best square as Rxc2 is always in the offing for Black and the queen may just become overloaded. White's idea is to undermine the outposted knight at e3 with the move c2-c3, but Black isn't in a rush to get his knight to e3.} 
16... Qh4! 
{clearing the second piece away from the rook's retreat. Black now threatens Bxe4 and Ng3+ winning material. Therefore, has 8 Kh1 and Qe2 proved not to be White's best placing of his pieces?!} 
17. Rf3
{Very ambitious. White still has aggressive intentions although it should be obvious from the two previous moves that Black has absolutely no concerns at all. Unless the rook has a specific role on h3 and White can carry out a useful attack, the rook is simply misplaced on the 3rd rank. Qe1 and the liquidation of a few pieces and the defence of a bad ending is White's best hope.} 
17... Rfd8 
{Having moved the pieces out of the way, the rook now moves away from the attack. The bishop on b4 isn't doing all that much now though...} 
18. Rh3? 
{Blundering a pawn and effectively the game. There doesn't seem any good reason for this blunder. The Black queen has only one safe square.} 
18... Qxf4 
19. Bb3 Bd5 

{Better than stealing the e4 pawn. The removal of the defender of the c2 weakness has to be best. The threatened damage to the White pawn structure has to be avoided really, but how....} 
20. Rf1 Qe5
21. Bxd5 

{Not like this. Having driven the Black queen to a better square, the knight on e4 is effectively pinned now (Ng3 allows Nxg3+ - another helpful result of 8 Kh1). Taking on d5 allows some messy tactics but Black is positionally winning it still.} 
Best probably was 21. Bd2 Bxb3 22. cxb3 although its still hopeless for White.} 
21... exd5
{making a mess of my pawn structure but the tactics will soon finish and Black will be simply material up.} 
22. Rxf5 
{Getting desperate. White goes for a last-ditch feeble attack which is easily refuted. 22. g4 Nd6 23. Ng3 Qxe2 24. Nxe2 Rxc2 25. Nf4 Rxb2 26. Nxd5will soon clear up.} 
22... gxf5 
{Again demonstrating that pawn structure doesn't really matter as tactics will be my path through here. Taking on f5 with the queen and allowing the fork on d6, with an easy heavy piece ending is always my back-up variation.} 
23. Qh5 h6 
24. Ng5 Qf6 

{Calm defending is now demanded. 24... Rxc2?? 25. Qxf7+ Kh8 26. Rxh6+ Bxh6 27. Qh7# would not be clever.} 
25. Nf3 Rxc2 
26. Kg1 

{White has now been driven backwards and the weakness of his back-rank has now told. The king tries to avoid the mating threats, but this only allows Black to get the queens off and to iron out his pawn structure.} 
26... Qg6 
27. Qxg6 fxg6 

28. Ba3 Re8 

29. Rg3 Ree2

30. Kf1 Kh7 

{Being ultra-solid. 31. Ne1 now would win the exchange but I was more than prepared to sack it back on b2 and then roll the queen-side pawns through. Seeing that it was useless, that his rook couldn't get back into the game easily enough. Black called it a day.} 
31. 0-1

Chris Ross. 
PERSONALIA

  Our chairman Alec Crombie, became a grandfather for the first time on 26th May.  Daughter Sarah and son-in-law Jeremy gave birth to Archy!

ANALYSING WITH THE COMPUTER - PART II

A reader’s note: You may find it handy to have 2 chess boards ready in view of the deep analysis again.

by Grand Master Rainer Knaack

Translated by Hans Cohn.

2  Interpreting the signals correctly.

In a contest between two players face-to-face it is not the better understanding of the game that counts in the final analysis, but the quality of the moves made.  Usually this amounts to the same thing, but not always.  We can draw a parallel with chess problems: the goal is to make the solver display a maximum of playing strength, a possibly precise indication of the assessment of the position is a secondary consideration.  Therefore we have to learn to live with a few drawbacks.  What matters is interpreting the messages on the screen correctly.

2.1  What do the numbers mean?

Measurements take place in pawn units, i.e. a pawn is worth one point.  But since material considerations alone do not provide reasonable conclusions, positional factors must also be counted – by fractions of a point.

Bishop pair and doubled pawns are, for instance, positional factors frequently encountered.  The addition of such points yields a value which may be expressed in figurine symbols.  The limits are 0.20 for “White stands a little better” and 0.70 for “White stands better”.  That is, of course, arbitrary and one should not take it too seriously.  Above all, when a game develops a plan and carries it out purposefully, such values have little force at the outset of the plan.  A recent game in the “Frankfurt Chess Classics” is a good example.

2.2  Dynamics and statics.

Diagram 6  “Fritz” – Adams; Black to move

1r3rk1; pb3pp1; 4pn2; 1p2N3; 8; 2P1P1P1; 1P4P1; 1BKR3R

Here I thought at first that something had gone radically wrong.  But “Fritz” sees the position balanced which is probably correct.

24 …Rfc8 25 Rh2 g6?  (after this Black has to confront several insoluble problems) 26 g4 Kg7 27 g5 Nd5 28 Rh6 Rc7 29 Bg6 fg6 30 Rf1 Black resigns


Better is 25 …b4 26 c4 after which White loses time defending the c Pawn.


A. Kf8 27 g4 g5 28 Rf1 Ke7 29 Rh6 Ng4! (the point of his 25th move) 30 Rf7 Kd6 31 Ng4 Rc4 32 Kd1 Rg4 33 Bf5 Rg2 34 Re6 with perpetual check as the logical outcome


B. g6 27 b3 Kg7 28 g4 Rc5 29 Nd7 Nd7 30 Rd7 with an unclear position.


In diagram 6 all White’s pieces displayed an impressive activity.  That the assessment fluctuates round 0.0 is due to White’s poor Pawn structure.  One can prove this by replacing the Pawn on g3 to f3.  Analysing the position now, the computer immediately indicates values around 0.7 in White’s favour.  The relationship between static material (Pawn structure) to dynamic (state of development, domination of squares) factors in diagram 6 is well represented by “Fritz”.

Diagram 7

r1b2rk1; pppn1pbp; 5np1; 4p1B1; 2P1P3; 2N2N2; PP2BPPP; 2KR3R


This is a well known theoretical position from the exchange variation of the King’s Indian defence.  White has no advantage; the static position even shows a slight plus for Black, but “Fritz” and other programs show a White plus of 0.6.  The temporarily better development and the domination of the d-file are assessed as pluses for White.  But practice shows that White cannot profit from this.

2.3  Indication of the relevant variation.


The humanly most plausible moves are sometimes not even indicated by the computer, e.g.

Diagram 8  Knaack – Illner, Germany 1993

5r1k; p3r3; bpR1Bqp1; 5p2; 8; 6PN; Pp1QPP2; 4R1K1


This position would have arisen if I had played 27 Rc6 instead of Rcd1.  The computer in the two-variation mode shows 27 …Re6 as the only move after which White wins as I would also have seen.  28 Re6 Qe6 29 Qh6 Kg8 30 Ng5 Qe7 31 Qg6 Qg7 32 Qg7 Kg7 33 Ne6 etc.


But I feared 27 …Bb7 if then 28 Rd6 Black can get into the above variation: 28 …Re6 29 Re6 Qe6 30 Qh6 Kg8 31 Ng5 Qe7 32 Qg6 Qg7 33 Qg7 Kg7 34 Ne6 Kf7 35 Nf8 Be4! Black regains the Rook and despite a Pawn minus does not stand badly.  All that I had seen, but not what awaited me on entry into the computer: after 27 …Bb7 the immediate reply is 28 Bf7!!


What do we learn from this example?  As I played the game myself I was aware of 27 …Bb7 but if a third person were to analyse the game with computer he would miss the variation 27 …Bb7 28 Bf7 unless he made a point of always also analysing the humanly logical moves.  I cannot stress often enough: in analysing with a computer you have to take the lead!


And another thing: moves like 28 Bf7 never get on to the screen because the programs naturally deviate beforehand.  Unfortunately man is mostly all too stupid … should there be no more games of man against computer?

2.4  The horizon effect


Chess computers cannot calculate as far ahead as one would like; the limitation of the hardware is called horizon.

Diagram 9  Analytical diagram

2k4r; ppp2pp1; 3p4; 4p1Bp; 1bPP4; 4P2P; PP3P2; 3R2K1


White wins a piece with 1 a3 Ba5 2 b4 Bb6 3 c5.  Programs have difficulties with such positions.  They calculate 1 a3 f6 2 Bh4 g5 3 Bg3 h4 4 Bh2 and only now 4 …Ba5 already eight half-moves and the win of the black Bishop needs a few more, “pushing it beyond the horizon”.


When a program gives up material without sense, only to delay greater loss, it is called the horizon effect.  If in diagram 9 the g Pawn were on g6 the program would still answer 1 a3 with 1 …f6 instead of a piece only a Pawn is lost at first.  This peculiar horizon effect is not so blatant in the modern chess programs.  More frequent is the practice of delaying an unmeetable threat by intervening moves.

Diagram 10  Portisch – Johannessen

r2q1rk1; 3n1p2; 4p2p; p1p1P1b1; 1p1P4; 3B1P1R; PPQ1KP2; 6R1


This position would have arisen if Black had played 20 …Bg5 instead of 20 …Ne5.  After 21 Rg1 “Fritz” gives the following variations:


1.  cd4 22 f4 Ne5 23 fe5 b3 24 Qd2 ba2 25 Rh6 f6 26 ef6 White stands a little better (0.22).


2.  b3 22 Qc1 Kg7 23 f4 cd4 24 Rh6 Kh6 25 Rg5 Qg5 26 fg5 White stands a little better (0.47).


In variation 2. the pointless move 21 …b3 is given; after 22 ab3 Black has the same problems as before.  1. also gives …b3.  Such “time moves” are a clear indication of the horizon effect.  They generally indicate that the affected side is in trouble.


2.5  Indication of mate, zugzwang


What was said in the introduction goes here too: programs should play well – the exact number of moves leading to mate is not so important.  Some programs merely inform that there is a forced mate in the position.  “Fritz” gives the number of moves to the mate which it has just found; it does not look for another mate.


Zugzwang positions are a problem in themselves*.  Programs like “Fritz” which work with the “nil move” have great problems with them.  With a “nil move” the side whose turn it is to move makes one more move in the calculation of a variation (which is, of course, only possible in the calculating process); if the value of the variation does not numerically improve thereby the variation is probably not very promising.  The “nil move”, above all, serves the purpose of avoiding unnecessary calculation.  It makes programs more aggressive.

Diagram 11  Study by Reti Shakmaty 1928

4kr2; 5p1K; 3p1Q2; 1p4p1; 4P3; 1PP3b1; 8; 8


The start already causes the computer problems.  1 Kh6 Be5 2 Kg7 and only after 2 …Bf6 does “Fritz” see that 3 gf6 must win.  But the actual “joke” comes only after 2 …Bg3.  Leaving “Fritz 5.32” and “Nimzo 99” to work it out at the same time, we find that “Fritz” does not even see the draw by repetition of moves, while “Nimzo” sees the winning variation: 3 c4 bc4 4 e5!! Be5 5 bc4 and zugzwang.


In practice, zugzwang positions occur more often the less material is on the board.  Correspondingly, “Fritz” then no longer uses the “nil move”, e.g. certainly not in Pawn endings.  In our position, however, “Fritz” is caught on the wrong foot.

2.6  Summary

- The indicated assessment must always be questioned critically.

- You should remember that dynamic factors can quickly disappear.

- The indicated variation need not be the most logical from the human standpoint.

- The horizon effect leads to pointless move suggestions.

- When mate is shown, the indicated number of moves need not be correct.

- Zugzwang can confuse programs.

* Zugzwang is a situation in which any move by the side whose turn it is worsens its position.

ANSWER TO “QUEENSPAWN” CAN PRODUCE TIDDLERS

  In the previous magazine you were asked to find six six-lettered anagrams in the word “queenspawn”.  These are:

pesewa queans queens unease unseen unsnap.

(Apologies for “pesewa”, you would have to travel to Ghana to spend one of those).

“FIANCHETTO” FANTASIES

  When you have Fianchettoed both your bishops, they can each control eight squares; so see if you can find two eight-lettered anagrams from the word “Fianchetto” – one anagram for each bishop!

  Answers in next issue.


Editor.

