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EDITORIAL

  We acknowledge the sponsorship of this magazine and three subsequent issues by The Leeds Hospital Fund Charitable Trust to whom we are most grateful.

  Welcome to the August edition of BCA Gazette!  Journalists will tell you that August is the “silly season” for news, but you will find that this bumper issue belies that maxim.

  Your attention is drawn to the registered charity number of BCA which henceforth will appear on the title page: it is a reminder that each of us must do what we can to further the fortunes of this fellowship.  In fact, a request for fresh fund-raising schemes from readers is flagged up in this magazine.

  I have always been in favour of our association looking outwards to the wider world of chess.  This year marks not only the centenary of the entente cordiale, the founding of the London Symphony Orchestra and Bloomsday, but especially that of the formation of the British Chess Federation, BCF, to which BCA is affiliated.  Indeed we are privileged to have Gerry Walsh, BCF President, Peter Gibbs, member of the adjudication committee, and Julie Leonard - so active in updating tournament bulletins - as arbiters for our tournaments.  We are most grateful to them for their continued interest and enthusiastic support in our affairs; also to Bill Armstrong who represents our association at BCF meetings.  Peter won the President’s Award for services to chess in 1988, and Gerry achieved the like in the following year.

  Recently there was a match between a grandmaster and a five-year-old to highlight the BCF Centenary.  Although experience triumphed over youth in 29 moves, the game was designed to show the breadth of chess that now exists in the UK.

  Among the goodies in these pages you will find: important information from our Treasurer and Secretary; a call and news from two places across the water; contrasting reports of the Minor Tournament; generous coverage of our fortunes in the Four Nations Chess League; some lively writing from our Chairman, and the Queen of Chess reveals her past!  Of great significance is the inclusion of an article by our Junior Representative, Robin Williams, who with appreciation highlights the services that BCA offers young and up-and-coming members.  His game shows how he took on a giant and slew him!  A real David and Goliath scenario.

  A year ago I wrote that it is a sad thought I never receive a comment or an article from a lady.  With some 20 per cent of our membership being female, surely it is time for a feminine voice to be heard.  Nothing has since changed: can it really be that their “silence is golden”?

  Please let me have your contributions for the November magazine by the 25th September.


Peter Price.

MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS

  April: Voldi Gailans, No. 7.

  May: Mary Marshall, No. 61.

  June: Geoff Long, No. 12.

  If you know that your Millennium Club fee is due for renewal, please pay promptly to ease administration.  For those paying by cheque, please send remittance to me two weeks before the end of the month’s expiry.  For example, if your last entry in the draw is August, it would be very helpful to receive your cheque by mid August.

  If you wish to set up a direct debit, please contact me.


Richard Kidals.

SUBSCRIPTION TIME!

    Please read this notice and the article “An easy way to pay” which follows immediately.

  May I remind members who pay annually that their membership subscription is due on 1st October 2004.  Full membership fee is £7, free to visually-impaired UK residents under 21.  Remittances should be made payable to “Braille Chess Association” or “BCA” and sent to me by the due date.

  Life membership subscription is £70.


Richard Kidals.

AN EASY WAY TO PAY
  Remember you can now pay subscriptions and/or tournament fees by online banking via our website or by telephone banking.

  For those who already use internet banking all you will need to do is send your payment to the BCA account just as you would make your payment to any other account.  It will be necessary, however, to include your name and the appropriate code as our treasurer will need to know from whom the payment has come and for what it is intended.

  For those using telephone banking you will need to set up the link by giving your bank the BCA account details, then as long as you use this link at least once every 12 months it will remain active.  If you do not use it for a period of 12 months you will need to set it up again.

  Here are details of the BCA account into which payments should be made:

  Bank name – CAFCASH

  Name of account – Braille Chess Association

  Sort code – 40 52 40

  Account number – 00082456

When making payments quote your name followed by the code.  Our treasurer will give appropriate codes for each event.

  Here are the codes for your subscriptions and for the AGM tournament.

  For subscriptions: name subs0405

  For the AGM event: name AGM05

  Please note.  Other details such as room requirements etc. may not be given with the transfer, these must be notified to the organiser.

  (This article has been abridged from Stan Lovell’s lucid piece to be found in the November 2003 Gazette.)  Editor.

HOW TO MAKE AN ONLINE DONATION
  It is now possible to make donations to BCA through CAF bank, which is a major charity banking provider.  There are links from Braille Chess Association’s website for members to donate or to refer that link to anyone who may wish to make a donation.  This is a service that was requested by the general membership, and so it should be promoted as widely as possible.

  It is important to note that online donations are totally separate from the telephone banking or online banking payments described in the previous article.  So if you are making subscription or tournament fee payments to the BCA treasurer, these must be considered entirely distinct from the arena of donations.

  For further information please contact me by tape or e-mail.


Richard Kidals.

FINANCE AND FUNDRAISING SUBCOMMITTEE
  This is a brief update plus a request for members to think about possible fundraising ideas.  This follows the AGM in Derby and is your chance to put forward ideas or suggestions on fundraising which the new subcommittee may be able to explore.

  Whilst this subcommittee could never compete with the work of our professional fundraiser, it may be possible to complement that work in one or two areas which may just unlock a door and lead to additional fundraising.  This subcommittee welcomes ideas or comments for any fundraising activities for this year or perhaps for the future.  Indeed sometimes fundraising can take several months to come to fruition, so early planning bears fruit in the medium to long term.  We have an open-door policy for any new or old ideas.  We are seeking your help as the climate for fundraising is becoming increasingly difficult.

  It may be the case that some companies will only agree to give a donation if they have an employee who either nominates a certain charity or agrees to raise some funds on behalf of a charity.  The organisation may then be prepared to match the funds, effectively doubling the efforts of the employee.  Perhaps this may be an area where we can promote the BCA and obtain some funding.  Once again, building these relationships can take time to come to fruition, but nothing ventured nothing gained.

  Any idea or ideas will be welcomed and we hope to give updates in the forthcoming Gazettes.  If you have any comments which you feel may help fundraising, please let either Norman Wragg or myself know.  Remember sometimes a small fundraising idea today may lead to an unexpected larger donation in the future – you never know!


Richard Kidals. 
NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY
  The BCA has just completed its first season in the Four Nations Chess League (4NCL), and there is a full report elsewhere in this Gazette.  Thanks are due to Chris Ross for his excellent work as captain of the squad.  Chris enjoyed it so much that he has agreed to continue as captain next season!

  The BCA will be involved in international action in November with the 12th World Olympiad for teams of visually-impaired players to be held in Tarragona in Spain.  Unfortunately, Chris Ross and Steve Burnell are not available to play, but there is a welcome return to the team by Graham Lilley after his illness.  The full team is Graham, Colin Chambers, Les Whittle, Bill Armstrong and me.

  We held our first meeting of the new committee at the beginning of May, with Alec Crombie kindly hosting the meeting at his home in Uppingham.  One of the items discussed was the project being run by Stan Lovell to get chess books transcribed into Braille by H. M. Frankland Prison.  It was decided that any BCA member could have one copy of each book without charge but would be free to make a donation to the BCA if they wished.  The first book being produced is entitled “40 Lessons for the Club Player” by Aleksander Kostyev and is in five volumes.  The book will be available around the time you read this, and anyone who would like a copy should contact me.

  There have been debates for some time about the impact of the new copyright law.  We have now established that, under the new law, the BCA is allowed to transcribe or record books etc. without obtaining the permission of the copyright holders, provided the material is not already available in an accessible format.  This should help to streamline the procedure for providing accessible chess material.


Norman Wragg. 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
18th/19th September 2004.  Under 21 Championship.  RNIB New College, Worcester.  Any blind or partially sighted UK resident who wishes to take part in this event should contact Chris Ross or Stan Lovell without delay.

19th/21st November 2004.  BCA International Autumn Tournament.  Garth Hotel, Stafford.  Entry to the Open and the Minor events £10.  Accommodation, including dinner, bed and breakfast: £39 per person per night.  The same rate will apply for those booking Sunday night.  Open event, open to all visually handicapped players and to associate members of BCA.  Minor limited to visually handicapped players and associate members of BCA whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.

  Closing date for entries 20 September 2004.  Organiser: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668.  E-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk

8th/10th April 2005.  BCA AGM Congress and Annual General Meeting.  Elmbank Hotel, York.  Entry fee to both the Open and the Minor event £10.  Accommodation, including dinner, bed and breakfast, £27 per person per night sharing and £32 per person per night single room.  There will be the usual Open and Minor events in which associate members of BCA are welcome participants.  Several members have requested that we return to the Elmbank Hotel and we certainly could not resist such generous terms.  More details next issue.

13th/20th August 2005.  British Championship.  The Auckland Hotel, Morecambe.  Seeking out resort hotels for events in August, at a price which will be affordable, has become increasingly difficult.  We believe that the Auckland Hotel will prove to be friendly and welcoming and offer the facilities we require.  More details, including cost, in the next  issue.

Cancellation.  Unfortunately we did not receive sufficient entries to run the Rapid-play Tournament previously announced for 21st/22nd August.


Stan Lovell.

  All events run by the BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at BCA events.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

  Those wishing to book extra nights will be asked to pay for the extra nights required direct to the hotel.  It will still be necessary to inform the organiser of your requirements.

  On-line and telephone payments.  Please note, those paying entry and accommodation fees direct into the BCA account either on-line or by telephone transfer are still required to inform the tournament organiser of their entry and booking requirements.

  Tournament Organiser: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668.  E-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk


Stan Lovell. 
LAST CALL FOR LIMERICK
  Just to remind you that this event takes place at the Castletroy Park Hotel in Limerick, from Friday 1st to Monday 4th October.  The 6-round Swiss is open to all visually impaired players and their guides.  The Major section is for players of all strengths, while the minor is limited to players graded under 100.

  The Castletroy Park is a 4-star hotel with a superb leisure centre.  There will be a coach trip on the Saturday for those not taking part in the chess, and musical entertainment the same evening.

  The cost for 3 nights bed and breakfast with evening meal is 220 Euro for players and guides and for others 276 Euro.  The closing date for bookings and payment of fees is August 31.

  Full details in the February Gazette, or from Eamonn Casey – tel. 0035 344 47997 (home) or by e-mail to eamonndcasey@courts.ie


Philip Doyle. 
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT
  Can I add my support to Hans Cohn’s suggestion that wherever possible, people switch to using tape or even better e-mail instead of Braille in the transparent plastic envelopes.  Can I also encourage players to start all their games in January.  I know in at least a couple of instances players are going to struggle to make the required 35 moves for an adjudication because of unique postal difficulties experienced by some areas.

  BCA Premier Group.

S. Brown - O’Brien 0 - 1 Sicilian 24

Spink - Cohn 0 - 1 Queen’s pawn 32

O’Brien - Whitehouse 1/2 - 1/2 Nimzowitsch 26

Cohn - Whittle 1/2 - 1/2 Queens gambit declined 33

Cohn - S. Brown 1 - 0 Pirc 42

Bryant - S. Brown 1 - 0 Sicilian 42

Scores: Whittle 5 - 6, McElroy 3.5 - 4, Whitehouse 3.5 - 5, O’Brien 3.5 - 6, Bryant 3.5 - 7, Cohn 3 - 6, S. Brown 1.5 - 7, Spink 0.5 - 7. 
  Group A.

Hall - Couchman 1/2 - 1/2

Innes - Hall 1 - 0

Scores: Hague 4 - 4, Hodgkins 3 - 4, Couchman 2.5 - 5, Innes 2 - 4, Hall 1.5 - 3, Bishop 0 - 5. 
  Group B.

Wall - Price 1 - 0

Davey - Walmisley 0 - 1 Sicilian 29

Walmisley - Price 1 - 0 Sicilian 35

Wall - Davey 1 - 0

Price - Davey 1 - 0

Wall - Walmisley 1 - 0

Final scores: Wall 3 - 3, Walmisley 2 - 3, Price 1 - 3, Davey 0 - 3. Congratulations to John Wall for winning his group. 
  Group C.

Townshend - Graham 1 - 0

Scores: Patching 4 - 4, Rees 1 - 2, Townshend 1 - 3, Graham 0 - 2, Potter 0 - 3. 
  League Division 2.

Hodgkins - Price 1 - 0 Sicilian 23

Bryant - Hodgkins 1/2 - 1/2 French 18

Scores: Hodgkins 1.5 - 2, Bryant 0.5 - 1, Price 0 - 1. 
  Division 4.

Patching - Graham 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 20

Scores: Patching 1 - 1, Graham 0 - 1. 
  Friendlies ladder.

Atherton - Hodges 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 26

Patching - Sobers 0 - 1 Sicilian 14

Hodges - Mordue 0 - 1 Ruy Lopez

Atherton - Hodgkins 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 51

Couchman - Patching 0 - 1 King’s pawn 26

Atherton - Potter 1 - 0

Patching - Mactavish 0 - 1 Ruy Lopez 21

Leading scores: Patching 22, Spink 20, Atherton 14, Mactavish 10. 
  Congratulations to John Way who defeated Rob van Aurich in the first e-mail tournament. 
  Second BCA e-mail tournament.

Way - Gallagher 1 - 0 Queen’s gambit declined 54

Hilton - Murphy 1 - 0 Nimzo-Indian 25

Way - Hilton 1 - 0 Gruenfeld 33

Way - Murphy 1 - 0 French 36

Murphy - Gallagher 0 - 1 Mizowitsch 28

Williams - Way 0 - 1 Sicilian 19

Scores: Way 4 - 4, Hilton 1 - 2, Gallagher 1 - 2, Murphy 0 - 3, Williams 0 - 1.

Congratulations to John Way for winning the second e-mail tournament! 

Guy Whitehouse.
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.

DECEASED MEMBER

Harold Potter.

* * * * *

  Back in February BCA gained a new member called Alan Dicey whose contact details appeared in the May Gazette.  However, after sending Alan his membership pack he sent me a letter regarding the BCA, extracts of which I include here:

From Alan Dicey,

  I am very happy to tell you that I have received the “New member” package you sent me.

  I have enjoyed very much reading the February 2004 Gazette and the “Welcome to the BCA” leaflet.

  I would like to remark that I have rarely read an organisation’s constitution that is so comprehensive and organised as the BCA’s is written.

  I would very much like to commend you for the information package you present to new members and I appreciate the warm welcome I have received from several of your members as I meet them through the internet.

  Chris Ross, Guy Whitehouse, Stan Lovell, and John Wall, have especially been so very cordial and helpful with my efforts in getting established in this fine organisation.

  I am looking forward to many enjoyable years of being a member and participating in your esteemed organisation.

  With very best regards, Alan Dicey. 

David Hodgkins.

JUNIOR SECTION

by

Robin Williams

  I have been a member of the BCA and Junior BCA for over a year now, and I feel it is time that I made a contribution to the Gazette, to show my appreciation for the efforts of the BCA.  I also write this on behalf of the other members of Junior BCA, for whom I am representative to the committee.  As well as making it far easier for junior members to attend tournaments by means of providing free accommodation, the most notable event that the BCA has funded was the Junior World Championship, held in Vigo, Spain.  Five juniors including myself attended, and all achieved a very respectable score, considering the fairly strong nature of the field.  Thanks go to Stan Lovell for putting in the time and effort to ensure that everything ran smoothly, all those who attended felt that the trip was a success and that they gained some priceless experience during the nine games played.

  On a personal note, I would like to express my thanks to the 4 NCL captain, Chris Ross, who has given me the opportunity to play seven classical games against very strong opposition, and whilst I have only scored 2.5/7, the experience has been invaluable.

  Below find my game from round eight, where I pulled off somewhat of a shock in beating Dai James, ELO 2024, which converts to BCF 178.  This is by far my biggest win to date, as I was outgraded by over 100 BCF.  Although I was extremely lucky to gain the point, (my opponent resigned in a winning position), I had dominated throughout and only blundered in severe time trouble.  The main lesson that I learned from this game is not to read too much in to grading differences.

  Notes were mainly written by Chris Ross, although some comments are my own.

[Event "4NCL Div 4."]

[Site "West Bromwich, ENG"]

[Date "2004.05.30"]

[Round "8.6"]

[White "Williams, Robin"]

[Black "James, Dai"]

[Result "1-0"]

[ECO "A65"]

[WhiteElo "1160"]

[BlackElo "2024"]

[Annotator "Chris Ross"]

[PlyCount "69"]

[EventDate "2004.05.30"]

[WhiteTeam "Braille Chess Association"]

[BlackTeam "Pontypridd"]

{A65: Modern Benoni}

1. d4 Nf6
2. c4 g6
3. Nc3 c5
4. d5 e6
{This was the first time I had played in the modern Benoni.  I decided I would go in for the main lines, rather than playing a quieter system such as the symmetrical English, just for the fun of it.}

5. e4 exd5
6. cxd5 d6
7. Bd3 Bg7
8. h3 0-0
9. Nge2
{White has entered into one of the sharpest openings in the D4 range.  White now needs to set out aggressively and he has several options to go about doing this.  Although the text-move isn't bad, it isn't consistent with his current set-up.  If white is going to weaken his king-side with h2-h3 to prevent Bg4 lines, he should follow it up by the natural Nf3, or if he desires, by the very sharp f2-f4 and Nf3.}

9... a6
 (Black can pressure the white centre immediately with: 9... Re8 10. 0-0 Na6 11. Bg5 Bd7 12. Qd2 Rc8 13. Bxa6 bxa6 14. Qf4 Re5 15. Ng3 Rb8 16. Rab1 Rb4 17. Qh4 a5 18. f4 Rxg5 19. fxg5 Ne8 20. Rf3 Nc7 21. Rxf7 Kxf7 22. Qxh7 Qh8 23. Rf1+ Ke7 24. Qxg6 Stajcic, N-Cvitan, O/Budapest 1991/TD/1-0 (36)}

10. 0-0
{Positionally speaking, white should strive to prevent black from gaining his counter-play on the queen-side which is his game plan.  Black's aim is naturally to utilise his strong bishop on g7 and black's plan of b7-b5-b4 to attack the b2 square should be held up by the natural a2-a4.  Black then has to prepare b7-b5 and whilst he's doing this, white can start operations through the centre or on the king-side.  10. a4 Ne8 11. 0-0 Nc7 12. Kh1 Nd7 13. f4 Rb8 14. a5 b5 15. axb6 Rxb6 16. Ra2 Re8 17. Bd2 Nf6 18. Qc2 Nh5 19. Be1 Qe7 20. Bf2 Rb4 21. b3 Nb5 22. Nxb5 axb5 23. Be1 Rxe4 24. Bxe4 Qxe4 Banhazi, I-Berczes, D/Budapest 2000/EXT 2001/0.5-0.5 (33)}

10... b5
11. Ng3 Nbd7
{Although a perfectly good enough developing move, black should be concerned about the backward nature of his D6 pawn here.  He also has a problem to solve about his queen's bishop.  Where is that destined?  Probably this should go to a6 which means the expansion of his pawn chain there, which may mean the knight is headed for other squares with Nxa6/Nb4/Nc5 etc. 11... c4 12. Bc2 Nbd7 13. Be3 Re8 14. a3 Rb8 15. Nce2 Nc5 16. Nd4 Bb7 17. Bg5 h6 18. Bxf6 Qxf6 19. Nc6 Rbc8 20. b4 cxb3 21. Bxb3 Qxa1 22. Na5 Qxd1 23. Bxd1 Ba8 24. Bg4 Rc7 Auerweck, R-Neukum, N/Erlangen 1994/EXT 99 0-1 (24)}

 12. Bg5 h6
{Creating a target for white on the king-side.  The single tempo loss can be justified due to the undefended nature of the D6 pawn.  However, white's breaks with f2-f4-f5/g6 is now going to create a very weak g6 pawn in the future.}

13. Bf4 Qb6
{Black probably thought he was bringing the queen across to the queen-side where the action needs to be for him.  White has other aspirations though and black should have been concerned about this.  Slightly better was 13... Ne5 14. a4 Nxd3 15. Qxd3}

14. Qd2 Kh7
15. Rae1 Bb7
{The inactivity of the bishop on this square can't be a good enough reason to connect the rooks.  The bishop should remain where it stands or a hole on a6 created for it.  As Najdorf said, the bishop is just "biting on granite" on the d5 pawn there.

16. h4 
{The start of a fierce king-side attack.  White has obtained his weakness (h6) and now he begins to probe the weakness of the light squares around the black king especially with the king being on the diagonal of the light-coloured bishop.}

16... h5
{Black's first concession.  The threat of the advancing H pawn was enough to worry black but now white has regained the G5 square, freeing up the path for f2-f4 and there are possible tactics on the H5 square.}

17. Bc2
{More accurate is 17. Bb1 if white was concerned about his bishop.  White has a number of good ways to continue here.  Kh1 (to remove it away from future c4+ discovered checks) or Bg5 etc.}

17... Rae8
18. Bg5 Ne5
19. b3
{Unnecessarily creating a weakness in white's pawn chain.  White was worried about Nc4 ideas but the retreat Qc1 is fine for white and then future b2 - b3 kicking the knight are always possible.  In any case, Nc4 just blocks up the way for the black pawn expansion.

19... Kg8? 

{The sign of a player who either doesn't know what to do or doesn't understand the position.  Black urgently needs to generate action on the queen-side or re-activate his bishop (Bc8/b4/a5/Ba6 etc) and not waste time by making irrelevant moves.  However, black now allows the exchange of the dark-squared bishop which will prove disastrous for him shortly.}

20. Bh6 Neg4
21. Bxg7 Kxg7
22. Nd1
{Re-routing the knight across to the king-side.  With the inclusion of this piece, white has all his forces aimed towards the black king whereas black's queen and light-coloured bishop aren't participating in the action.}

22... Re7
23. f3
{A move full of confidence.  White clearly demonstrates that the C4+ discovered check doesn't concern him at all.  He wishes to drive the black knight away from the outpost on g4 before continuing with his push.  Naturally, the natural retreat Ne5 isn't possible now due to the f3 - f4 idea, and Neg4 reaches the same position but with the pawn on f4 instead of f2, thereby gaining a clear tempo and another pawn in the attack.}

23...Nh6
24. Nf2 Rfe8
25. f4! 

{White again refuses to be drawn away from his plan.  He has constantly set out to fulfil his game objective regardless of what black is doing which is a massive credit to him.  White could perhaps consider playing positionally here with moves like 25. a3 but white clearly wants to continue his attack and heads straight down the path he's set out on.  What is impressive about this move is that he acknowledges that he's conceding the g4 outpost back to black and that the e4 pawn no longer has its support.  He reasons that the break f4 - f5 (perhaps with the sack e4 - e5 chucked in for good measure) is going to be too strong.  White has possible threats now of e4 - e5 and after d6xe5, d5 - d6 crashing through the centre.}

25... b4
26. f5 a5
{Black begins action on the queen-side but several moves too late.  He should attempt to use the outpost on e5 as a base for defence.  26... Re5 preventing the sack e4 - e5 was essential.}

27. fxg6 fxg6
28. Nh3
{Again offering the discovered check to black and this blatant way of saying he's not bothered is psychologically devastating to one's opponent.  White was now in serious time-pressure and had to make quick decisions.  Interesting was 28. Qg5 Re5 29. Nf5+ Nxf5 30. exf5 Rxe1 31. Qxg6+ Kh8 32. Qxf6+ Kg8 33. Qg5+ Kf8 34. f6 winning.  (34. Qxh5 Rxf1+ 35. Kxf1 Ba6+ 36. Kg1 Re1+ 37. Kh2 c4 38. Qh8+ Kf7 is less accurate.)}

28... Nhg4
29. Nf4 c4+
30. Kh1 c3
{The critical point.  White has built himself up, allowed black to get counter-play and now strikes!}

31. Nfxh5+!
{White charges in.  White reckoned that if he didn't break now, then he was never going to do so.  He was so short on time that he didn't have time to calculate the many variations and it wasn't time to back down and grovel to hold the position.  So, in he went!}

31... Kh8
32. Qg5 gxh5
33. Nxh5?? 

{A weak move, ruining a winning position.  Naturally, white didn't have the time to see through the variations and his inexperience shows by this move.  He's trying to walk the ball into the net here whereas more blood and guts is needed to finish it off.  33. Rxf6! Qd8  (33... Nxf6 34. Qxf6+ Kg8 35. Qg6+ Kh8 36. Nf5 wins.)  34. Nf5  (34. Qxh5+  doesn't help for Rh7 35. Qxg4 Qxf6 which is winning for black.)  and after the rook moves (probably 34... Rh7) white is just a piece up for nothing.  Nh6 swapping everything off is simple but he may want to continue the attack.}

33... Rg8! 

{Black defends and counter-attacks effectively.}

34. Qf5 Nxh5
35. Qxh5+ 1-0?? 

{Incredibly black resigned in a won position!  Nobody understood what went through black's mind here.  He was probably disorientated with the game and the tactics etc. but resigning here is inexplicable.  35... Rh7 36. Rf5 Rxh5 37. Rxh5+ Kg7 38. Rf1 is just winning for black.

1-0

I.B.I.S. HAAKSBERGEN TOURNAMENT

Friday 16th to Monday 19th April 2004

  This year the party going to the Annual I.B.I.S. Chess Tournament in the little Dutch town of Haaksbergen numbered 12 BCA members.  Six of us catching the high-speed ferry and six making their own travel arrangements.

  Myself, Phil Smith, Mike Murphy, Geoff Patching, Brian Perham and Kieren Wood, all met at Harwich on Friday morning and caught the high-speed ferry to the Hook of Holland and then travelled via train to Hengelo.  Here we were met by some of the Dutch organisers and taken by car to the school where the chess is played.

  Geoff Brown, John Gallagher, Pat Roberts, Gerry Walsh, Julie and Oliver Leonard, were the other six members of the party who made their own travel arrangements to Haaksbergen and we all met up at the school.

  Our host families picked us up from the school and the usual Friday night welcome party commenced where new and old friendships were made.  Also chess players were able to learn which table they were on and who they would be competing against.

  This year it was the 30th Anniversary of the I.B.I.S. Chess Tournament and activities started earlier than normal on the Saturday morning.  At the opening ceremony the Dutch delegate of F.I.D.E., in his speech made reference to the fact that Gerry Walsh, who arrived Saturday lunchtime, would be presenting I.B.I.S. with an award.

  The British players were on the following tables and scored as follows:

  Table 4 – Geoff Brown – 1.5 from 3 (third on his table).

  Table 5 – John Gallagher – 2 from 3 (second on his table).

  Table 8 – Phil Smith – 0 from 3 (fourth on his table).

  Table 11 – David Hodgkins – 1.5 from 3 (joint second on his table).

  Table 16 – Brian Perham – 2 from 3 (second on his table).

  Table 17 – Kieren Wood – 0 from 3 (fourth on his table).

  Table 18 – Mike Murphy – 2 from 3 (joint first on his table).

  Table 20 – Julie Leonard – 3 from 3 (winning her table outright).

  Table 23 – Geoff Patching – 1.5 from 3 (joint second on his table).

  Overall the British players scored 13.5 out of a possible 26 points.

  This year we did not have any member in the winning team for the friendship plaque, but it was a very close competition with three teams within one point of each other.

  As it was the 30th Anniversary of the I.B.I.S. Tournament a special jubilee party was held at the school on the Saturday evening.  This was on a Chinese/Indonesian theme and all the food that was prepared, by volunteers from Haaksbergen, came from these two countries.  After various presentations a musical evening was enjoyed by all.

  At the jubilee party Gerry Walsh in his capacity as Chairman for the disabled on F.I.D.E., presented the I.B.I.S. President with a certificate in respect of this tournament being “Tournament of the Year for F.I.D.E.”.  This was warmly received and the I.B.I.S. President made a speech thanking Gerry Walsh for this.

  BCA presented the I.B.I.S. tournament committee with a chess set in recognition of the anniversary of the tournament.  Every year the person who opens the tournament makes the first move and I think that from now on, this is what our chess set will be used for.

  Sunday afternoon after the closing speeches and prize-giving we departed from the school with our host family for the remainder of our stay in Haaksbergen.

  On Monday morning those of us who were travelling back on the high-speed ferry met up at Hengelo station and caught the train back to the Hook of Holland.

  I would like sincerely to thank Phil Smith, Mike Murphy and Kieren Wood, for all the help and assistance they gave throughout the trip.  Without their assistance and support the journey and organisation would not have gone as smoothly as it did.

  Next year’s I.B.I.S. tournament will take place from Friday, 22nd to Monday, 25th April 2005.  All those who would like to go on this trip should notify myself by no later than Saturday, 18th December 2004, hopefully along with the name of a guide.  Also when notifying me of your participation on this trip you should confirm whether you will be travelling with the organised party on the high-speed ferry from Harwich or making your own travel arrangements.


David Hodgkins.

REPORT OF MINOR TOURNAMENT 2004

PART I

  Alan Davey writes:

  It is a May morning.  Only the sea breaking over the sand, and the distant rattle of trains disturb the tranquillity.

  But wait, and watch, changes are about to happen!  Hush!  Can you hear them?  Trundling along the road, armed with suitcases, back packs, white sticks and guide dogs.  Members of the BCA making their way to the Red Lea Hotel for another Minor Chess Tournament.

  Time passes, it is early evening: cutlery is working overtime as members strive to satisfy their appetites in readiness for the battles that lie ahead.

  The draw for Round 1 is made.  Players file into the chess room.  Hands are shaken, clocks started, heads bent low in concentration.  A languid bishop makes its way to Bella 5.  Players whisper in a language quite unknown to the rest of society.  The controller announces results as they come in – rather like election night.  Games over, players make their way to the bar for the inevitable inquests, and to celebrate or to drown their sorrows in a pint of the local brew; till one by one they go to their beds to dream of gambits, passed pawns, rook sacrifices or that illusive mate in four.

  Gulls cry, water splashes, kettles boil to herald a new day for Round 2.  After which members are free to walk the cliff paths, visit the shops, or go in search of real ale, while some are content to stay in the hotel trading yarns and experiences.

  Monday brings Round 3, followed by the first coaching session.  The evening sees the highlight of the week: Sheila’s quiz with its amusing and brain-taxing questions.

  Tuesday and Round four, followed by more coaching.  That same evening some members attend the local jazz club.

  Knights, bishops, kings and queens were given a holiday by their owners, on the following day, who boarded the coach for Whitby.  After touring the ruined abbey, and a refreshing cup of coffee, the party split into two groups: some went on the tour bus with a commentary, whilst the rest joined Joan’s guided walk.  We went to the foot of the 199 steps which lead to the abbey; were told about the coffin rests at intervals on the steps; visited Fortunes Kippers, where the smoking process was explained.  Historic buildings and monuments were also described to us.  We heard tales of Captain Cook and of Dracula who had connections with Whitby.

  In the evening a mini quick-play tournament was arranged.  This was not for the purist nor for anyone with a heart condition, but it was good fun nonetheless.

  It was back to serious chess and Round 5 on Thursday, followed by a coaching session for the higher graded players.  That same evening most members visited The Theatre in The Round – an interesting experience.

  Time has moved on.  The last round of matches is about to start, with a lot riding on the results: grading points and prizes.  Afterwards, those not involved in coaching, had to do last minute shopping before dinner.  I should mention that the food has been excellent throughout the week, and the hotel staff most friendly and helpful.

  On Friday evening, members make their last pilgrimage to the chess room.  This time for prize giving, and for entertainment provided from our own talents: songs, monologues, a few jokes; but the highlight was a performance from a male voice choir who were staying at the hotel.  They gave us several numbers from their repertoire.

  Members came down with their suitcases, keys handed in and another Minor Tournament was ended.  We made our way to the station, with the promise to return another year.  Gulls cry, trains rattle into the distance and Scarborough returns to normality!

REPORT OF MINOR TOURNAMENT 2004

PART II

  Stan Lovell writes:

  The 16 who sat down for Round 1 on the Saturday evening included Phil Smith, a late replacement for Sean O’Brien who withdrew as he had to attend the funeral of a very close friend who had died suddenly.  It was not long before Phil produced the first result against a higher seed with his creditable draw against top seed John Gallagher.  In Round 3 I established a strong position against Steve Thacker only to blow it and experience some relief when Steve offered me the draw.  This left Steve, John and myself equal on 2.5 from 3.  The key game was probably the encounter between John and me in Round 4.  Unfortunately, the game did not live up to its billing as John was able to take full advantage of some weak moves by me and romp home a comfortable winner.  Thereafter, John and I each won our remaining two games which left John a clear winner with only half a point dropped, so winning the Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Trophy.

  John further underlined his supremacy with his win in a quick-play which took place on the Wednesday evening.  Again the game between John and me was probably the key, but this time I put up a reasonable fight and possibly gained a lead in the opening, but by the time I fell for a back rank mate John had already weathered the storm.  Leading scores: Gallagher 3.5 – 4, Lovell and Sobers 3.

  Grateful thanks are due to Peter and Celia Gibbs for the friendly way they ran the show, and to Norman Andrews who assisted as steward throughout.

  Results.

  1: (first prize) John Gallagher, 5.5 – 6.

  2: Stan Lovell (second prize) 4.5.

  3: (third prize) Phil Gordon, 4.

  Grade A prize: shared between Phil Smith and Orlando Sobers: 3.5.

  Grading B prize: Geoff Patching: 3.5.

  Steve Thacker: 3.5.

  Alan Davey, Chris Brown, Shirley Watkins and Bob Brown: 3.

  Shane Hall: 2.5.

  Dorothy Hodges and Richard Harrington: 2.

  John Busbridge: 1.5.

  Tom Barbour: 0.

4NCL 2003-2004

  I am pleased to say that the B.C.A. submitted a team in the 4NCL, England's strongest chess league, over the past season.  We were in division 4 and although the lowest of the divisions it was incredibly strong with some teams even having master players!  I am proud to announce that the B.C.A., due to the hard efforts of all its squad members, put up a very respectable performance and did themselves proud by pulling off 13th place in a league of 18.

  The cost of the exercise was amply justified in that we promoted the BCA.

  Out of the 16 members registered with the squad, 13 of them played for us over the course of the year!  These were: T. Mordue, C. Ross, C. Chambers, S. Burnell,

B. Armstrong, J. Gallagher, H. Cohn, N. Wragg, D. Hogdkins, S. Thacker,

R. Murphy, R. Williams and G. Whitehouse.

  I am sure the B.C.A. is grateful for their representation of our association and I would like to add my personal thanks to all for making my captaincy of the squad so easy and for their highly-fought games!

  I will be publishing soon all the games (which can be downloaded from the website) on print/cassette.  These will be annotated and available from our catalogues.  I would encourage our members to view some of them, for there were some really sparkling performances from some of our members.  People will learn a great deal from viewing them.

  The hotel proved very comfortable, efficient and the playing conditions were spacious and very satisfactory.

  If anybody is interested in joining the squad and playing in the 4NCL, can I ask you to contact me as soon as possible on the details shown at the front of this Gazette.  We will be entering a team next year and wish to endeavour to get even higher in the league table...

  Results.

Comprehensive details can be viewed on http://www.braillechess.org.uk/4ncl/

Tyson Mordue 6 – 7, Bill Armstrong 5 – 7, Chris Ross 4.5 – 11,

Robin Williams 2.5 – 7, Steven Burnell 2 – 6, Colin Chambers 1 – 3,

David Hodgkins 0.5 – 2, Steven Thacker 1.5 – 6, Norman Wragg 1 – 4,

John Gallagher 0.5 – 4, Richard Murphy 0.5 – 5, Hans Cohn 0 – 2,

Guy Whitehouse 0 – 2. 
  Here is an example of the high standard of chess that was played during the year.  Once again, I would encourage people to view the games as soon as they become available (they will be announced in the Gazette).

[Event "4NCL Div 4."]

[Site "West Bromwich, ENG"]

[Date "2004.05.30"]

[Round "8.2"]

[White "Ross, Chris"]

[Black "White, Ian"]

[WhiteElo "2133"]

[BlackElo "2018"]

[WhiteTeam "Braille Chess Association"]

[BlackTeam "Pontypridd"]

{A89: Dutch Defence: Leningrad System}

1. d4 f5
2. c4 g6
3. g3 Bg7
4. Bg2 Nf6
5. Nc3 d6
6. Nf3 0-0
7. 0-0 Nc6
8. d5 Ne5
  The first critical moment.  Black has aggressive intentions, but I want to keep him at bay and take light square domination.  With my pawn on d5, my immediate end-game objective is to swap off my bishop on g2 for that on c8 and have a better dark-squared bishop and the better pawn structure.

  White's C4 pawn is now en prise.  How to defend it?

  9 b3? runs into Ne4! and the tactics down the long diagonal win black material, e.g. 10 Nxe4 Nxf3+! and Bxa1.

  9 Nd2 is possible and will give me a different game, but it will take me time to develop my Q-side pieces.

  So, I go for more light-square domination, allowing the position to become blockaded.

9. Nxe5 dxe5
10. e4 f4
  Forced.  Black is now committed to a K-side attack.  The black pawn isn't really dropping off.  11 gxf4? exf4 12 Bxf4 Nxe4! gives black a clear advantage.}

11. h3
  A deeply embedded move.

  Firstly, it goes along the idea of more light-square domination.  It prevents Bg4/Ng4 etc. It should also force black's reply.

  If we just pause and consider the position though.  The position is similar, but not the same, to a King's Indian defence.  The important, and vital difference, is the pawn on e7.  If that was on d6, then black would be doing absolutely fine in this position and probably hold a big space advantage and the attack.  The e7 pawn doesn't defend the backward nature of the e5 pawn, and hinders the black queen's entry into the attack via g5/h4.

  For those reasons, h2-h3 is feasible where in the King's Indian, it would only help black's attack.

11... g5? 

  Black doesn't appreciate the nature of my play.  Black simply wants to continue with his K-side attack not realising that I have positional control of it.    11... h5 was in fact forced, preventing my 12. move.  Black was then threatening to play g6-g5-g4 and crash through.    So, probably, 12 gxf4 exf4 13 Bxf4 Nxe4 was black's best, although I have seriously weakened his king-side and the g6 pawn has become massively weak, and a very nice target.

12. g4! 

  Blockading, taking more light-square domination and giving black no chances at all.  Initially, it looks strange to blockade the bishop on f1, but remember my long-term plan: to swap it off, thereby leaving the black pawn structure on the wrong colour.  In any case, I am preparing to break through the centre and the D file will probably become open.  So, Bf1/Bc4 is a natural plan.

  After this, white should be positionally won already.  For in any ending, the 4 V 3 pawn mass on the Q-side should be a good enough majority attack.

12... e6
  Black tries to break out, hoping that after e6xd5, I will recapture with my own E pawn, allowing future e5-e4 pawn sacks just to open up his dead bishop on g7, which is going absolutely nowhere.

13. Qe2 Qe7
14. Bd2 a6
15. Rfc1
  Probably my only slight inaccuracy during the whole game, although it doesn’t matter all that much.

  The removal of the rook from the potential pin of Bb5 was necessary.  The action is on the Q- side so the rook belongs there.  But it is the D file that will probably become open.  I wanted to put pressure on the C7 pawn that could become loose if black wasn't careful.

15... Bd7
16. a3 Qf7
  Personally, I think black just should have chucked in the F pawn for the hell of it here, otherwise, there's nothing for him.  16... F3 giving black the f4 square to work from, perhaps for a knight if he can get it around there...but at least, pressure down the F file.    Black now threatens tactics with Nxd5 and f4-f3, so, I squash them immediately.

17. f3 Rfe8
  Hoping that I will recapture on d5 with my own E pawn to allow e5-e4 sacks. Also, black threatens to activate his bishop with Bf8/Bc5+.  So, I reactivate my own instead!

18. Be1 Bf8
19. Bf2 exd5
20. Nxd5 Be6
  Capturing on d5 opens up my rook on the C file, justifying its placement there.

21. Qc2
  Repositioning the queen and clearing the way for Bf1/Bd3/Bc4 ideas.  Also, Qb3 was in the air and after Rd1, there is still pressure down the C file.

21... c6? 

  After which, black's busted.  He was trying to break out, but this just leaves another hole and more importantly, I can now control the d7 square, quite important all in all.  Now the open D file is useless for black's heavy pieces.

22. Nb6 Rad8
23. Rd1 Qc7
24. Bf1 Rxd1
25. Rxd1 Rd8
26. Rxd8 Qxd8
27. c5
  Another nail in the coffin.  Its actually quite attractive that my game-plan has been light-square domination, but it is actually a pawn on a dark-square (c5) that clamps black down, makes targets of the pawns on the Q-side, especially b7, and clears the way for the devastation down the a2-g8 diagonal that is now coming.

27... Ne8
28. Bc4 Nc7
  Very close to the time-control now, I find the killer-blow.  Black thought he was holding on here, with the knight doing a fine job of holding the loose bishop on e6.  However, while he is concentrating on the light squares, I make him think about his other weakness that is, of course, another factor of my game...

29. Qc3!! 
  The star move!  Black is now forced to think about his backward E5 pawn, which is a vital member of his pawn chain, which has been one of my objectives from the start.  Black can only defend it one way, but doing that releases control of the d6 square - very important.

29... Bg7
  There are many attractive moves here.  For instance 29... Qf6 30 Nd7! picks up the E pawn in any case.  29... Qe7 30 Qxe5 Bxc4 31 Nxc4 is fine for white with a clear pawn advantage.

30. Qb3
  Having forced the bishop onto the G7 square, this is now best, exploiting the nature of the overloaded nature of the black pieces and more importantly, the weakness of the d6 square.

30... Kf7
  Amazingly, there are even more attractive positional tricks here.  30... Qe8 31 Na8!  Just illustrates how overloaded the black pieces are.
  There must be something deeply ingrained in the position if moves like Na8 actually win for you!

31. Bxe6+ Nxe6
32. Nc4
  Now the importance of my 29th move becomes apparent.  Nd6+ is threatened as well as the pawn on b7.

32... Qc7
33. Nd6+ Ke7
34. Nf5+ Kf6


  34... Kf7?? 35 Nxg7 wins a piece since the knight on e6 is pinned.

35. Nd6
  Playing with black.  Gaining time on the clock too, of course.

  Ne8+ is a threat, but black should simply retreat his king away from the bishop's line, limited as it is.

35... Qd7
36. Qxb7 Qxb7
37. Nxb7 Nd4
  Helping me even more.  Black is busted, but I still had work to do.  This just makes my day: another good knight verses bad bishop ending.

38. Bxd4 exd4
39. Na5
  39 Nd8 is more amusing and probably more accurate, but I just wanted to make the time control!

39... d3
40. Kf1 Ke6
  40... Ke5? 41 Nxc6+ picks up another pawn and prevents the black king's entry with Kd4!

41. Nc4 Bd4
42. Ke1 Bxc5
43. Kd2 Bd4
44. Kxd3 Bf6
45. b3 h6
46. a4 Bg7
47. Na3 Bb2


48. Nc2 Bf6
49. Kc4 Be7
50. Nb4 1-0

Chris Ross

OBITUARY NOTICE
  It is with regret that I report the death of Harold Potter in mid June.  He had been in failing health consequent upon a series of strokes.  Harold made many friends in the BCA through the medium of correspondence chess on tape: a hobby which gave him a great deal of pleasure.


Editor.

RECRUITS REQUIRED FOR NEW ROUND ROBIN

  Would you like to join a cassette round robin?

  What happens?

  In the 1980s there were a few round robins circulating among BCA members.  Only one has stood the test of time, and now it so happens that “yours truly” is the captain of this eight-man crew.  The original idea was that chess and BCA matters should be discussed, but inevitably other topics have muscled in.  In our lively set-up we range over subjects as diverse as sport, holidays, experiences, work, romance, politics – and even the weather gets an occasional mention.

  The game.

  To spice up the tape even further, we play a chess game with each person contributing a move from his side of the board: it is lucky that we have four playing White and four Black.  Our ages span more than fifty years and our grading gradient is far wider.  So you can imagine the strange positions that can develop.

  The system of the round robin works very well provided that no-one keeps the tape too long and the post plays its part.  The system is friendly, leisurely and has none of the immediate demands of the e-mail monster!

  If you would like to help form a second round robin, please contact Glen Graham, whose address is in the membership list, and he will provide the wallet, C90 and an appropriate number of address cards.  You could have a lot of fun: give it a go!


Editor.

LETTER FROM MARY MARSHALL
30th April 2004.

  Dear Jim,

  A couple of weeks before Easter I received from BCA members a very unexpected gift token, and I then rang a local florist to decide how to spend it.  I chose two plants I specially wanted.  One is a pure white single-flowered African violet, the other a lively orchid called something I can neither spell nor pronounce, but which will flower all year round.  The florist had to wait over the Easter period before he could get them in for me, and they arrived yesterday and are really lovely.  The orchid is a wonderful shade of deep pink and purple and already has two sprays of flowers on it and lots of buds to come.  The African violet is a big one well in flower but again with lots of buds coming.  They are going to give me so much pleasure and remind me of all the chess games I have read over the years.  If I live to see them still thriving for as many years as I read chess I shall be a centenarian!  I am so grateful to you all for a wonderful present which I shall enjoy looking after and looking at for a long time to come.  I am not able to stand long enough to do my own gardening now, and am concentrating on indoor plants which I can manage nicely; I am blessed with a very good young lady who does the garden for me, but it is satisfying to do something hands-on for myself.  Please tell the committee when you meet next how I have spent the token and give them my sincere thanks for something which will give me such delight, and be such a lovely reminder of you all.

  With best wishes for a successful year for BCA and all my thanks.


Mary.

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL
  Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins would like to thank all BCA members for their congratulations and good wishes on the occasion of their Golden Wedding Anniversary.

  On the day of our anniversary, Saturday, 29th May, we had open house and a great number of our friends within Whitnash attended.  The greatest surprise being that our hosts from Haaksbergen Jaap and Geeske Vanderhoist also attended.

THE QUEEN OF CHESS
  I am grateful to the editor of The Independent for permission to publish the following intriguing article.


Editor.

Tuesday 2 March 2004.

Check: powerful queen who changed the world also transformed chess.

By Elizabeth Nash, in Madrid.

  Isabella, Queen of Castile, the monarch who unified Spain and sent Christopher Columbus to discover America, was also the inspiration for the figure of the queen in modern chess.

  The Arabs brought chess to Spain when they invaded it in the eighth century, but it was not until the late fifteenth century, when Queen Isabella was at the height of her powers, that the queen became the most powerful piece, according to research by chess historians.

  “In its original form, the equivalent of the queen was male, a piece known in Spanish as alferza, from the Persian, meaning something like vizier or adjutant,” said Govert Westerveld, a Dutch chess historian and former youth champion who lives in Spain.

  “The figure was weak, and its movements limited.  Later, around 1475, when Isabella was crowned queen of Castile, the figure became female but able to move only one square at a time like the king.  Not until 1495 when Isabella was the most powerful woman in Europe, were the present rules of chess established, in which the queen roams freely in all directions on the board,” Dr Westerveld said yesterday.

  Chess has always reflected the real world, says Dr Westerveld, who presented his book on the evolution of modern chess in Valencia last week.

  It was, he said, no accident that the appearance of the first female chess piece, bearing a crown, sword and sceptre, coincided with the emergence of Queen Isabella, who astonished Europe with her powers of leadership, bravery and determination.

  The game of chess represents a battle, a confrontation between two armies, in which the king is flanked by his castles, his bishops (originally elephants) and his cavalry, while the ranks of pawns represent the peasants or footsoldiers in the front line.  The game was hugely popular throughout Al-Andalus, as Moorish Spain was known, and reflected the constant clashes between rival Arab kingdoms, and between Christian warrior knights and the occupying “infidels”.

  The theory goes that these real-life warriors found the pace of chess too slow, so the queen was given more freedom of movement, combining the powers of the castle and the bishop.  This loosened up the opening moves, gave more variety to the middle game and transformed the endgame by enabling a pawn to become queen on the final square.  All this hastened the moment of checkmate, when “the king dies”.

  Jose Antonio Garzon, a Valencian historian who works with Dr Westerveld, said a Valencian poem called “Lovers’ Chess”, written in 1475, the year of Isabella’s coronation described for the first time the present day moves of the queen on the chessboard.  The work is an allegory that describes a complete game of chess, and includes explicit allusions to the royal court of the time.

  Queen Isabella married Ferdinand of Aragon and soon showed herself the stronger monarch.  In 1495, three years after Columbus’s landfall in America, and the expulsion of the Jews and the Moors, Europe’s first treatise on chess by Francesch Vicent, was published in Valencia.  The work lays out the new role of “la dama poderosa” - the powerful lady (or queen) - and reflects, Mr Garzon says, changing customs in warfare and the life of women.

  The queen piece of modern chess was inspired by Isabella, Queen of Castile until 1504.

PROFILE: BCA’S NEW CHAIRMAN

ALEC CROMBIE M.B.E.

  What happens to you at the top of a French ski lift in the middle of a snowstorm?  You get recruited into the BCA of course!  That at least was my fortunate experience 25 years ago, my mentor being Hans Cohn no less.

  To go back a step: I was taught to play the great game by the legendary R. W. Bonham, who was himself a member of the BCA, and World Blind Champion.  This was at RNIB New College, Worcester where I was a pupil from 1955 – 62.  At that time my RP eye condition necessitated the use of Braille, although some residual distance vision enabled me to play soccer – to the dread of opposing forwards!  My main sport, however, was rowing which I was able to carry on while reading for my law degree at Nottingham University.  After this, and following articles in Manchester, I qualified as a solicitor choosing to go into private practice.  I got a job here in Uppingham (midway between Leicester and Peterborough) running a newly-opened branch office, which in time became my own business – and am still hard at it 36 years later!  Throughout the hectic career I have had great support from my wife Caroline; but much as I enjoy the hurly-burly of a high-street office, I have not pressed any of my children, Sarah, Duncan or Hamish, to follow me in what is now less of a profession and more a treadmill!

  Away from the office I have had a lot to do with the National Library for the Blind and with my county blind society now known as “vista”.

  After a lapse of 20 years or so, I got back to chess – thanks to that snowstorm and Hans Cohn – playing for club sides, Oakham and Stamford in the Leicestershire and Cambridgeshire leagues respectively.  I have played some over-the-board chess within the BCA but probably more correspondence chess, being the proud holder of the Newton cup over three competitions in the 80s.  One of my chess highlights was a simultaneous against world champion Gary Kasparov, though I must say I was lucky to score nil: nevertheless, the experience was unforgettable.

  The same can be said of so much of my time with the BCA and trips to Hamburg, Frankfurt, Paris and Haaksbergen (eight times) come readily to mind.  I have made so many firm friends through the BCA and have never felt diminished by my rather modest chess abilities.

  To me and to many members, BCA is a family, and if new members fail to feel welcomed I will want to know the reason why!

* * * * *

  Editor’s note. – I have asked Alec to describe the day of his recent investiture.

  On a bright and breezy day in May I was privileged to attend Buckingham Palace to receive my M.B.E., in company with 111 other recipients from all over the world.  With my wife, Caroline, mother-in-law, Helen, and daughter, Sarah – you are allowed just three guests – I was escorted to the Picture Gallery on the first floor by Philip who told me his official title was “Page in the Presence.”  In common with all the palace officials Philip had the whole proceedings down to a fine art, and I would say that the half-dozen or so recipients with varying disabilities would have felt in very good hands.  The investiture took place in the ballroom with its high ceiling, white and gold décor and red carpeting.  With the band of the Royal Artillery in their red and gold tabards lining the throne, Prince Charles arrived on the dot of 11 a.m. escorted by his Gurkha bodyguard.  I understand that the majority of investitures are conducted by the Queen, but when the monarch is out and about in her realm Charles deputises.

  After pinning on my medal, Charles chatted to me for about a minute.  Very well briefed he asked me first about chess so that I was able to give the BCA a good mention, after which he got onto the subject of skiing, where, to be honest, he felt more at home!

  In a blur of photography we left the palace for a bite to eat at the Savoy, with the firm conviction that it had been a good day for the visually challenged!

ANSWERS TO “OPENINGS” IRREGULAR
  In the May Gazette, readers were invited to find ten anagrams of six letters or more contained in the word “openings”, excluding “opening” and “openings”.  The answers are:

ensign, nosing, opines, pennis, pension, pigeon, pigeons, posing, ponies, sponge.  Congratulations to those of you who found nine anagrams: only the very widely-travelled will have known that the word “pennis” is a monetary unit used in the currency of Finland.


Editor.

“WOODPUSHER” WANGLE
  See if you can find three anagrams each comprising seven letters contained in the word “woodpusher”: try pushing your luck!
  (Answers in next issue).


Editor. 
STOP PRESS
  Derek Heyes, a long-time BCA member, came a very creditable second in Mastermind, televised on 30th June.  He scored 23 points, choosing as his specialist subject “The History of Manchester United”.  Well done, Derek!







