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EDITORIAL

  Once again we acknowledge with grateful thanks the sponsorship of this magazine, as shown on the front cover, and to all those who have given so generously for the continuation of our work and ambitions.

  In the old days when we were at school we were taught to master the three Rs: reading, writing and arithmetic.  Nowadays the modern equivalent of the three Rs seems to be the “ratio” between “risk” and “reward”.  This risk/reward ratio is very applicable to the game of chess, for the ratio between the risk and reward changes with every move that you make.  Make a good move and you could have the reward of a gain in tempo, or perhaps winning a piece or even winning the game; make a bad move and, well, your editor knows all about that!  Now I suggest you take a look at your own grading, and if the figure is disappointing, it proves that the risks you have taken during the games you have played have not been rewarded with the success you had wished.  So what do we do about it?  It is said that Carnegie succeeded in business because he had the good sense to surround himself with better brains than his own.  Taking a cue from Carnegie, your BCA committee is planning to organise coaching sessions for members so that we can benefit from better brains than our own.  These coaching sessions will of course be in addition to the annual chess theme break, hosted so ably by Peter Gibbs, to be held at the Action for Blind People Windermere Manor Hotel – for details see the May issue of this magazine.

  At the risk of labouring the point, wherever coaching is to be had, go for it!  Or, in the reputed words of George V., taken in a very different context, “Whenever the opportunity presents itself, seize it.”

  Among the goodies in these pages you will find: a report on the Six Nations Tournament; Dean Hartley’s commendable performance; Peter Gibbs’ selection to play for England; a profile of yet another of our members who has overcome life’s difficulties by sheer determination and a sense of humour, and a piece of provocative prose from a reader already renowned for not being reticent!

  It is a sad thought that I never receive a comment or an article from a lady – Shirley excepted of course.  With some 20 % of our membership being female, surely it is time for a feminine voice to be heard.  So, ladies, how about it?

  Whatever your gender, please let me have your contribution for the next issue by 25th September 2003.

Peter Price.

SUBSCRIPTION TIME!

  Membership fees: may I remind members who pay annually that the subscription is due on 1st October 2003.  Full membership fee is £7, free to visually-impaired UK residents under 21.  Remittances should be made payable to “Braille Chess Association” or “BCA” and sent to me as soon as possible after the due date.

  Life membership subscription is £70.


Richard Kidals.

MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS

  April: Wendy Holmes, No. 23.

  May: John Gallagher, No. 58.

  June: Moira Whittle, No. 22.

  It would greatly assist your new honorary treasurer if you would kindly send your remittance promptly when you know your renewal date is imminent.  Annual payment by direct debit would also simplify administration, and the honorary treasurer would be happy to send you a direct debit form.


Richard Kidals, 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

  All events run by BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

14th/16th November 2003.  B.C.A. International Autumn Tournament.  To be held at the Bedford Moat House Hotel, St. Mary’s Street, Bedford.

  Open event: open to blind and partially sighted players and to sighted associate members of BCA.

  Minor event: limited to blind and partially sighted players and to sighted associate members of BCA whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.

  Entry fee £10 (free to blind and partially sighted UK residents under 21).  Accommodation for the Friday and Saturday nights, dinner, bed and breakfast £30 per person per night sharing or £35 per person per night in a single room.  This price applies only to members and associate members.  The cost of accommodation for non members and for those staying extra nights is £40 per person per night sharing and £45 per person per night in a single room.  (Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 21 who are participating in the event receive free accommodation).

  Each event will be played over five rounds in the Swiss pairing system.  The rate of play will be 36 moves in 90 minutes for each player followed by 15 minutes each for the completion of the game.  Any player may request a half point bye in any one of the first four rounds, such requests to be made to the organiser by Saturday 8th November.  The organiser may move participants from one event to another, within their grading limit, to even up numbers.

  The arbiters are Julie Leonard and Peter Gibbs.

  Closing date for entries: 20 September 2003.  Organiser, Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL, tel. 01642 775 668.  e-mail s.lovell@braillechess.org.uk

19th/21st March 2004.  B.C.A. A.G.M. Chess Congress to be held at the Midland Hotel, Derby, including the Annual General Meeting 2 p.m. Saturday 20 March and the usual five rounds Open and Minor tournaments.

  Open event: open to blind and partially sighted players and to sighted associate members of B.C.A.

  Minor event: limited to blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of BCA whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.

  Entry fee £10 (free to blind and partially sighted UK residents under 21).  Accommodation for the Friday and Saturday night to members and associate members will be £34 per person per night if sharing and £37.50 in a single room.  The cost to non members and those staying extra nights will be £41 sharing and £44.50 in a single room.  These prices include dinner, bed and breakfast.  (Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 21 participating receive accommodation free).

  Each event will be played over five rounds in the Swiss pairing system.  The rate of play will be all moves in 90 minutes for each player.  Any player may request a half point bye in any one of the first four rounds.  Such requests to be made to the organiser by Saturday 13 March.  The organiser may move participants from one event to another within their grading limit to even up numbers.

  Closing date for entries 20 January 2004.

  Organiser Stan Lovell as above.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

  B.C.A. reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Stan Lovell.

NEWS FROM THE COMMITTEE

  Our new treasurer, Richard Kidals, joined us for his first B.C.A. committee meeting on 10th May.  Our chairman, Jim Lidstone, allowed plenty of discussion time on the financial reports to enable Richard to gain a clearer picture of his role and for us to become acquainted with Richard.  I believe that by the end of the meeting we were feeling confident that Richard, like Wendy before him, is set to become a very constructive member of our committee.

  Much discussion centred around the report and recommendations of our newest sub committee known as the Special Action Group.  This sub committee has been giving particular attention to the development of our website and to issues related to information technology.  It was also this group which was responsible for the questionnaire which was filled in by more than 50 members and associate members.  On-line coaching is a concept which is arousing much interest and Chris Ross, our website co-ordinator, is about to launch this new service to members at the time this article is being written.  We also appear to be nearing the time when we can set up facilities for on-line receipt of grants and donations and for on-line payment of subscriptions, entry fees, payments for accommodation and other items which we hope to offer in our e-shop.  Sometime ago Chris enlisted the help of Shafiq, a website designer, and their work together is now showing its value.  Our website has been described as lively and informative and has received favourable comments from many quarters.

  Our attempts to improve the quality and variety of chess equipment available to blind and partially sighted players are continuing.  I am in contact with prison workshops who have produced a promising sample set.  It is a slow process but I hope for positive results within the not too distant future.  We are also examining ways to solve the problem we are experiencing with unreliable chess clocks.  Again, this is a slow process but that is due to no lack of effort on our part.  Another decision which will interest those who enjoy the various periodicals we have recorded onto tape is the abolition of charges for this service.  From now on all of the periodicals read onto tape are available free of charge to members.  Those wishing to receive: “Readings from the Press”, “British Chess Magazine”, “Chess Moves”, “Popular Chess” or the instructional tape produced by Chris Ross should contact Jim Lidstone.

  At the end of this month a number of our members will be heading off to Spain on international duty.  Our reigning joint British Champions, Steve Burnell and Colin Chambers for the European Individual Championship and six members of “Junior BCA”, Yan Kit Chan, Darren Paskell, Simon Ledwith, Robin Williams, Alastair Irving and Adam Pritchard for the World Junior Championships.  We wish them all well.  Bring back some of the Spanish gold lads!


Stan Lovell, Secretary.

DEAN TRIUMPHANT AT THE CUMBRIA GRAND

  Three associate members, Dean Hartley, Norman Andrews and Roger Waters joined Graham Lilley and Stan Lovell at the magnificent Cumbria Grand Hotel for the South Lakes Congress 6th/8th June.

  Graham, Norman, Roger and Stan can hardly be said to have “set the lakes on fire” but for Dean it was a different story.  After a draw in round 1 he strung together four consecutive wins to finish with 4.5 from 5 equal first in the Major.  This will also have given Dean more valuable points in the B.C.F. Disabled Grand Prix in which he already has a clear lead.

Stan Lovell.

SMALL STAUNTON CHESS SETS

  We have a stock of small size Staunton chess sets imported from the Netherlands which we can offer to members at £13 per set.  The boards are 20 cm (8 inches) square.  Orders should be addressed to Stan Lovell or Richard Murphy.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

  League Division 1:

McElroy - Gibbs 1 - 0

Gibbs - O’Brien 1 - 0 queen’s pawn 42

Way - O’Brien 1 - 0 queen’s pawn 28

Scores: Way 2 - 2, McElroy 1 - 1, Gibbs 1 - 3, O’Brien 0 - 2. Phillips’s and Sproson’s games were declared void.

  League Division 2:

Schaefer - S. Brown 1/2 - 1/2 Sicilian 35

S. Brown - Spink 1 - 0 English 37

Scores: Schaefer 2.5 - 3, S. Brown 2 - 3, Hague 1.5 - 3, Spink 0 - 3, Perham withdrew through ill health.

  League Division 3:

Price - Rees 0 - 1

Rees - Gallacher 0 - 1

Bishop - Rees 1 - 0

Bryant - Price 0 - 1

Hodgkins - Bishop 1 - 0

Gallacher - Bryant 1 - 0

Rees - Hodgkins 0 - 1

Bishop - Gallacher 1 - 0

Scores: Hodgkins 4.5 - 5, Bishop 3 - 5, Gallagher 3.5 - 5, Bryant 1 - 4, Price 2 - 5, Rees 1 - 4. Congratulations to David Hodgkins on winning this division.

  League Division 4:

Correction: Mactavish’s score is 0.5 - 2, not 0.5 - 3 as published in the last Gazette.

  League Division 5:

Potter - Graham 0 - 1 irregular 27

  37th Championship 

  Premier Group

Spink - O’Brien 0 - 1 London 28

O’Brien - Cohn 1 - 0 Sicilian 21

Whitehouse - Spink 1 - 0 Ruy Lopez 18

Bryant - Whitehouse 1/2 - 1/2 Nimzowitsch 21

Scores: O’Brien 2 - 2, Whitehouse 1.5 - 2, Bryant 0.5 - 1, Cohn 0 - 1, Spink 0 - 2.

  Group A.

Couchman - Hague 0 - 1 Caro Kann 17

Hague - Bishop 1 - 0 Danish gambit 25

Scores: Hague 2 - 2, Couchman 0 - 1, Bishop 0 - 1.

  Group B

Wall - Price 1 - 0 Dutch 31

Walmisley - Price 1 - 0 Sicilian 42

Scores: Wall 1 - 1, Walmisley 1 - 1, Price 0 - 2. Frank Collisson withdrew for health reasons.

  E-mail tournament

Group A

Irving - Murphy 0 - 1 French 29

Group B

Wall - Williams 1 - 0 French 29

Rathbun - Wall 0 - 1 Sicilian 31

Van Aurich - Thacker 1/2 - 1/2 French 25

Williams - Van Aurich 0 - 1 Sicilian 21

Scores: Van Aurich 3.5 - 4, Wall 2 - 3, Thacker 1.5 - 2, Williams 0 - 2, Rathbun 0 - 3.

  Friendlies

Walmisley - Hodgkins 0 - 1 Caro Kann 29

Potter - Patching 0 - 1 Irregular 16

Hodgkins - Patching 1 - 0 Philidor 28

Leading ladder scores: Spink 20, Hodgkins 17, Patching 15.

Note: Because of withdrawals there will need to be some re-organisation of the league.  Division 1 gives an illustration of the problem we face at the moment: One player has withdrawn, another died, another has told me that at the end of this competition he intends to withdraw, and strictly speaking at least one person should be relegated.  If that were to happen, we would be left with 2 players in division 1!  Even after two promotions from division 2 that still means that division 1 would only contain 4 players, and therefore the league winner would only have to play 3 games to win the title.  Obviously I will review the situation at the end of the competition but the two main principles governing what I eventually do are firstly that the divisions must have as equal a number of players in each as possible, and secondly that anyone who has earned a promotion will not be denied it.  It may happen that some who would otherwise have been relegated may not be and in a couple of cases one or two who would not have been promoted might be.


Guy Whitehouse.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  During July all members should have received a new copy of the membership list in their preferred medium of either Braille, normal/large print or on tape.  If any member has failed to receive their copy, or would just simply like it in an alternative format please do not hesitate to contact me.

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.


David Hodgkins.

NOTES FROM THE CASSETTE LIBRARIAN

  Tape catalogue:

  In addition to the books available from the cassette library, the following publications may be obtained from Jim Lidstone (Tel. 0208 366 4507): Articles from the Press, Chess Magazine, Chess Moves, Popular Chess.  These are free of charge.

  Also, commentary tapes on games by Chris Ross, these are £6 per year.

  The catalogue has been structured by Hans Cohn and is available on tape or in large print from me – Mrs. Shirley Watkins, 20 Ravenwood Avenue, Blackpool FY4 2LT tel. 01253 344 627 or on the BCA website www.braillechess.org.uk

  The books are free of charge to all members.

  Once again, a reminder: you are welcome to keep the membership list tape and Gazette tapes, but please, please return the wallets and labels to me – they are like gold!


Shirley Watkins.

BCA BRAILLE CHESS LIBRARY

  The BCA Braille library was transferred to RNIB Student Library in April 2001.  During the past few months I have received complaints from a few members who have been given vague and conflicting replies when they applied to RNIB with a view to taking out one of these books.

  I am informed by John Crampton, RNIB Peterborough, that the books are now available on loan.  A Braille list of the books is available on request and RNIB is looking into the possibility of including the list of chess books, along with other book lists, on its website.  If any member experiences difficulty in obtaining information on these books from RNIB customer services you are recommended to request to speak to one of the library team.  If this fails contact me.


Stan Lovell.

NEW TEAM CAPTAIN REQUIRED

  Peter Gibbs has been selected to play for England in the second North Sea Team Tournament.  There are opponents from ten other countries.  In view of the time involved with these games, he is resigning as Captain of the BCA team.  So a successor is sought for the BCA team which will start play in December.

  So far in the current competition the team has scored seven points out of 8.


Editor.

I.B.I.S. HAAKSBERGEN TOURNAMENT

11 TO 14 APRIL 2003

  The annual tournament took place in Haaksbergen on the above dates and a total of 12 people from the BCA travelled to Holland.

  Ten members of the party travelled via the high speed ferry from Harwich and this meant an early start for those travelling from Leamington and a day before start for the one travelling from Penzance, as the ferry sailed at 10:40 a.m. on the Friday morning.

  Seats were booked in the panorama lounge and this made the journey very comfortable with no fighting for seats, and also meant we had an alcohol free trip.  It should be pointed out that bars were available, but as there are no cabins on the high speed ferries, and the boat was reasonably full, these did become rather crowded.

  The journey out was very good as the sea was calm and you hardly knew you were moving at 40 miles per hour.  We  arrived at the Hook of Holland at 3:30 p.m. and caught the train to Hengelo, where we were collected and taken on to our host families who met us at the school where the chess is held.

  Gerry and Lucy Walsh who flew to Holland from Middlesbrough met up with our party at the school.

  The tournament was a great success and the eight members of the English party who played chess all did very well, and their results were as follows:

  Table 3 – David Hodgkins – scored 0 out of 3.

  Table 6 – Phil Smith – scored 2 out of 3, second on his table.

  Table 9 – Gerry Walsh – scored 2.5 out of 3, outright winner of his table.

  Table 12 – George Plechaty – scored 2.5 out of 3, joint first on his table.

  Table 16 – Brian Perham – scored 2 out of 3, second on his table.

  Table 19 – Mike Murphy – scored 3 out of 3, winning his table outright.

  Table 21 – Geoff Patching – scored 2 out of 3, second on his table.

  Table 23 – Kieren Wood – scored 3 out of 3, winning his table outright.

  The total number of points scored by the English players was 17 out of 24.

  George Plechaty and Kieren Wood were in the winning team that won the Friendship Plaquette.

  The usual hospitality was shown by our Dutch friends and I feel sure that all our members thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

  The party travelled back on Monday the 14th April catching the 10:07 a.m. train from Hengelo which went straight through to Rotterdam, which made it easier for our sighted helpers as in the past we have had to change trains.

  Gerry and Lucy Walsh parted company with us at Amersfoort to catch a connecting train to the airport.  At Rotterdam we did not have long to wait for a connection to the Hook of Holland, which meant that we arrived around 2:00 p.m. and were able to relax as the ferry did not sail until 4:00 p.m.

  Our journey back on the high speed ferry was uneventful, as the sea was very calm.  It meant that those of us who were partially sighted could manage to get about on their own.

  I would like to thank Mike Murphy, Phil Smith, Kieren Wood and my parents for all the help and assistance they gave whilst on this trip.

  Next year the travel arrangements will have to be looked at as the overnight ferry from Harwich has been re-instated.  This is the way that the British party used to travel before it was stopped, and the idea of the high speed ferry was introduced.

  The tournament for the year 2004 will be held on 16th to 18th April.  This will be the 30th anniversary of the event and those wishing to go should contact myself on or before 31st December 2003 either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN with their name and hopefully name of a sighted guide.


David Hodgkins.

SIX NATIONS TOURNAMENT IN BAD HOENNINGEN

  This was the 17th occurrence of this “friendly” tournament; the final table will give the details of the scores.

  It has been some time since the hosts won the event, but with Germany fielding her strongest team, the outcome was predictable before the start.  Belgium was tipped for the runner-up spot, but a 4-0 defeat by Germany seemed to knock the stuffing out of them.  Our team, seriously depleted by the absence of some of our leading players, must take credit for its 2nd place, though shared with France.  Colin and I were unbeaten.  Regarding Les and Norman, bear in mind that this was their first chess outing abroad and first exposure to a language unfamiliar to them; the experience will have stood them in good stead.  The venue was adequate rather than luxurious, but Germany is going through an economic depression, and the German Blind Chess Association (G.B.C.A.) must be congratulated on holding the event at all.  The modest conditions did nothing to dampen the usual high spirits, and Ludwig Beutelhoff, the G.B.C.A. President, chaired the meeting with his usual supreme confidence.

  All the games are available on computer disk and I have provided “a coaching cassette” of my own games which can be obtained from Jim Lidstone.  This also contains two games from the tournament annotated by the German coach, I.M. Detlev Neukirch.

Final Table

  (The columns are: country; names of players in board order and their aggregate scores; match points; game points)

1.  Germany; Bischoff 4, Poblers 4.5, Cgl 5, Bleschellmann 4.5; 10; 18.

2.  England; Chambers 3.5, Whittle 2, Wragg 2, Cohn 3.5; 6; 11

and

3.  France; Schmeisser 2, Catherine 4, Legueltel 3, Le Brun 2; 6; 11

4.  Belgium; Devos 3, Jennen 3, Van Gysel 1.5, Dalschaert 2.5; 5; 10

5.  Netherlands; Boer 1, Couwenberg 1.5, Gundogmus 1.5, Arnzt 2.5; 3; 6.5

6.  Switzerland; Suess 1.5, Gomme 0, W. Bolliger 2, Studer 0; 0; 3.5

Hans Cohn.

PERSONALIA

  Congratulations to Ray Walmisley on being elected President of the National Correspondence Chess Club.  Ray has served the club well in his twenty years as a member: apart from writing columns for the En Passant magazine and later becoming its games editor, Ray has been a match captain with the onerous and diplomatic task of selecting teams to play throughout the UK.

  Congratulations also to Sir John Wall who has collected yet another accolade, that of Honorary Doctorate of the Open University.  This was awarded him at an impressive ceremony at the Royal Festival Hall.



Editor.

PROFILE: LIONEL BRYANT

  (This article has been abridged from a recorded contribution).

  Born 17th June 1926 at Plumstead, South-East London.  It was soon discovered that I was totally blind.  Surgical operations at the age of three gave me some sight but only in the right eye.  This enabled me later to attend a sighted school, where I had to sit in the front of the class in order to see the blackboard.  One has to remember that in those days there were not the facilities for visually-handicapped people, and life was far from pleasant.  It was not possible for me to take part in school sports.  Being short-tempered by nature I quickly rebelled if I was called names, and this led to further problems at school and at home.  The “cane” and I became painfully well acquainted with each other!

  At the age of fourteen I went to Dorton House School for the Blind where I was taught Braille.  And at sixteen I was offered piano tuning, basket making or boot making by way of a career.  These options I flatly refused, and eventually RNIB gave me training in telephony; I have them to thank for enabling me to work as a telephonist until the age of sixty-five.

  In 1964 I was offered a job by Barclays Bank in Colchester, where I lived and looked after my mother who had suffered a severe heart attack.  Mother died in 1976, and a post-bereavement illness left me nearly blind.  My employers were great, and with their invaluable help and that of the eye specialist I regained some vision.

  Other interests have helped me, being a member of the local drama group, and chairman for ten years of the local Palace of Variety.

  Chess was taught me at the age of sixteen by a blind home teacher, and my enthusiasm rapidly grew.  I joined the BCA in 1967 and played correspondence chess.  Later I participated in tournaments, which I enjoyed very much; but in 1981, after playing in the BCA Championship at Chorleywood, I was advised to “slow down”.

  Life completely changed for me in 1985 when I met and married Irene; we have been married for seventeen years.  She has joined me in the drama group, taking part in musicals and pantomimes, despite her incurring macular degeneration.  So now, with the help of friends and family we look after each other.

  I value the friendships I have made through correspondence chess, and although I never meet any of you its nice to keep in touch. 

A SPORT FOR A SPORTSMAN

Dear reader,

  On the request of some of the B.C.A. members, here are my views on the events of the A.G.M. tournament of this year at Bedford.  Some of you have expressed similar opinions to myself and urged me to put them down in writing. I was rather cautious of doing this, since I am not out to begin a huge break-up or cause eruptions within the association, but on the general principle of sportsmanship, I have heard a number of murmuring and I’ve taken it upon myself to give one illustration of these worries.

  I invite debate, discussion, but I would request the editor to forbid any personal attacks on any of our members or personal reference to one’s character or actions.

  Having set out my motives, I would like to raise the debate about sportsmanship in our well-enjoyed game of chess.

  I have been rather concerned for a number of years now of the pure disrespect many English players give to their opponents.  My frequent excursions to Germany and the Eastern Block and in international tournaments has shown me that on the continent, this generally does not appear to be the case.  Chess, although a game between two minds, is a gentleman’s game, where respect, honour and grace are all vital.  There are a number of areas within our sport that have fallen into disrepute as of late and Richard Murphy’s and my proposed book (“Winning with humility, losing with grace!”) sets out to illustrate and highlight a lot of these areas.  Our book, incidentally, has been put on the back-burner while we both begin fresh careers.

  In this article, I wish to address the incident that occurred at the end of the time control in round 4, at Bedford between myself and Tyson Mordue.  In your last Gazette, Tyson gave notes to our game, which I, on the whole, agree with.  However, I do disagree with his assessment at the end of the time control and so does my computer chess software.

  To illustrate that this is, by no means, a personal attack at Tyson, below I am placing the game between ourselves played at the 2002 A.G.M. in Derby, which was a very instructive, competitive and illustrative game.  In that game, unsportsmanship-conduct was not an issue and Tyson played stylishly to win the game.  That win, he thoroughly deserved, and if all chess games could be played like that, then, there would be no issues to be brought up.  However, it is becoming more and more frequent on the English circuit that this discourtesy is being displayed to one’s opponents.

[Event “B.C.A. A.G.M. T. 2003”] [Site “Bedford, ENG”]

[Date “2003.03.23”] [Round “4”] [White “Ross, C.”] [Black “Mordue, T.”]

[B52: Sicilian: Moscow Variation with 3...Bd7]

Position:

White: K...g1; Q...e1; RR...d1 & f1; L...f2; N...d5; PP...a2, b3, c4, f3, g2 & h2.

Black: K...h8; Q...h5; RR...g8 & f7; NN...c6 & f8; PP...a7, b6, d6, e5, f5 & h7.

28. Nb4!

Simple, strong and winning!

  Now, my argument is not about this particular position.  Check your chess software, think about the positional aspects of the position - the weak dark squares, the backward D pawn, the exposed K, the vulnerable black centre, the pawn structure of either side etc. etc. and that, as well as your computer software analysis, should tell the story.

28...Nxb4

  Let me quote my opponent at this stage:

“(...) After my next move I offered a draw because I was concerned about 29 Rxd6, picking up several Ps for the N.  It isn’t as good as I thought, but the effect of the offer was to make Chris think his position was better than it really is.” (B.C.A. gazette May 2003).

“(...) I offered the draw to make you think about that for a while: You were short on time and it did make you think.  So, my little trick worked”. (Immediately after the game).

  This utterly perplexed me and I can’t describe the amount of surprise that I felt.

  Here was my opponent, who had been comprehensively and thoroughly outplayed, sitting in a lost position, and then deliberately contriving to distract me in my time-trouble by offering me the draw!  The irony about this situation was that I gave my opponent the respect that he and his offer deserved for over a minute’s thought when I only had 2 on the clock for another 6 moves!

  I have been told that some of you may say that it was my own fault to be allowed to be distracted and I should manage my clock better etc.  However, one doesn’t expect such offers.  If you want a similar comparison, it’s the same scenario when you are about to lose on time a Q up and your opponent offers the draw instead of resigning.  Like, how disrespectful!

  The extra twist of the knife in this particular case was that my opponent offered the draw, not only to make me think about it, but also to distract my thoughts away from a nice little plan he had up his sleeve, which, by courtesy of his “trick”, he was successfully able to carry out.

  This, in my humble opinion, is unsportsmanship behaviour.

  I would be very interested to see further views of this debate displayed here in the gazette or on the B.C.A. email user group at:

Braillechess@yahoogroups.com (you must first become a member to write to the group).

  Now, to illustrate that I’m not writing this article as a character assassination of Tyson, here’s his fine display from the Derby tournament 2002.

[Event “B.C.A. A.G.M. T. 2002”] [Site “Derby, ENG”]

[Date “2002.03.03”] [Round “4”]

[White “ross, C.”] [Black “Mordue, T.”] [Result “0-1”]

{E92: King’s Indian: Classical: Petrosian System}

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. e4 d6 5. Nf3 0-0 6. Be2 e5 7. d5 a5 8. 0-0 Na6 9. Nd2

(9. Qc2 Nh5 10. Re1 f5 11. exf5 Bxf5 12. Qd1 Nc5 13. Bg5 Qd7 14. g3 Nf6 15. Be3 b6 16. Nh4 Bh3 17. Qc2 Ng4 18. Bxc5 bxc5 19. Ne4 Bf6 20. Nf3 Qf5 21. Rac1 Rf7 22. Qb1 Raf8 23. Rc3 Be7 {McCarnbridge, V-Byrne, R/Reykjavik 1984/MCD/0-1 (57)})

9...Bd7

(9... Ne8 10. Nb3 b6 11. f4 f5 12. fxe5 Bxe5 13. Nd2 Bd4+ 14. Kh1 Bxc3 15. bxc3 Nc5 16. exf5 Rxf5 17. Nf3 Ng7 18. Be3 Bd7 19. Qd2 Ne4 20. Qd4 Qe7 21. Bd3 Re8 22. Rae1 c5 23. dxc6 Bxc6 24. Qxb6 {Roediger, T-Grossjohann, D/Griesheim 1999/EXT 2000/1-0 (54)})

10. a3 Nc5 11. b3

(11. Rb1 a4 12. f3 Nh5 13. b4 axb3 14. Nxb3 Nxb3 15. Qxb3 b6 16. Be3 Nf4 17. Kh1 Nxe2 18. Nxe2 f5 19. Ra1 f4 20. Bf2 h5 21. g3 fxg3 22. Bxg3 Bh3 23. Rfc1 h4 24. Bf2 Qg5 25. Rg1 Qh5 {Motl, M-Paehtz, T/Pinneberg 1996/EXT 97/0-1 (50) })

11... Ne8 12. Bb2 Bh6 13. b4 axb4 14. axb4 Rxa1 15. Bxa1 Na6 16. Na2 Qe7 17. Nb3 f5 18. exf5 Rxf5! 19. Bc3! Nf6 20. Na5 Bc8 21. Bd2 Bxd2 22. Qxd2 Nb8 23. Nc3 Nbd7 24. Nb3 Kg7 25. Ra1 Ng8 26. Ne4

{26 Qc2! Followed by Nd2 & Nd/Nce4 and Ld3 and complete domination of the e4 square.}

26... Ndf6 27. Ng3 Rf4 28. Ra8 Bg4? 29. f3 Bd7 30. Bd3 Ne8 31. Be4?

{Weak. 31 Qc2 and Nd2 with Nge4 is the correct way to convert White’s positional advantage.}

31... Ngf6 32. c5?

(After which, there’s no salvation.  32 Qc2 still had to be played.)

32... Nxe4 33. Nxe4 Nf6 34. Qd3 Bf5 35. cxd6 cxd6 36. Nbd2 Bxe4 37. fxe4 Qc7 38. Ra1 Qb6+ 39. Kh1 Ng4 40. Qe2 Nf2+ 41 0-1

Chris Ross 09 May 2003

  Editorial comment. – First of all, if there is to be correspondence on the above matter in these pages, the writer’s request there should be no personal attack must be respected.  It is suggested that the terms “White” and “Black” are used instead of names of personnel.

  Secondly, it is worth taking time to consider the intriguing mechanism of communication between two people.  One party asks a question, the other party receives the question.  The recipient now has a choice: either he/she can mull over the merits of the question, ponder the pros and cons of it and ruminate on its ramifications; or he/she can make a snap decision and give an immediate reply.  He/she might even use an expletive – what, not in the chess room, surely?

OBITUARY NOTICE

  It is with regret that we report the death on 18th May of Peter Bond, following an illness.  Peter, who played for the Inland Revenue Chess Club in London, became an associate member of BCA almost forty years ago.  In 1972 he accompanied our team to an international tournament in Pula, Yugoslavia, and is remembered for taking a diving-suit with him for underwater activities!  He subsequently controlled some of our UK tournaments.  Peter will be known to senior members for the help he gave to our organisation.


Editor.

“CHECKMATE” MIX-UP

  If you cannot get to sleep one night, try making anagrams containing five letters or more out of the world “checkmate”.

  For example:

  1. match.

  2. cheat.

  See if you can piece together the remaining ten possible words.

(Answers in next edition – if your editor is still awake!)

A WISHFUL WEBSITE WANDERER

  (A name in this true tale has been changed).

  On Wednesday 5th June my telephone rang at 8:30 in the evening:

  “Hello, is that Mr. Price?”

  “Yes.”

  “You won’t know me, my name is Raymond and I’m phoning from Weston-Super-Mare.  Can you give me the number of the Whitnash Bowling Club?”

  “No, I’m afraid I can’t.”

  “I’ve got your name from the website for B.C.A.  ‘Bowling Clubs Association’?”

  “No, this is for the Braille Chess Association.”  However, I was still thinking in terms of visually-impaired activities, so I added:

  “I am a switchboard operator and I do happen to have the secretary’s number…”

  “Of the Whitnash Bowling Club?”  he interrupted hopefully.

  “No,” I said.  “The Association of Visually Impaired Bowlers.”

  “Oh, no.”  he replied, disappointed.

  I concluded with: “I would try Directory Enquiries.”

  We signed off amiably.

  Obviously, by reading B.C.A. on the website, he had made a “Blatant Computer Assumption!”


Editor.




