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EDITORIAL


  It is common knowledge among journalists that August is the "silly season" for news and information: not so with this august magazine!  The issue of recruiting members to your association is firmly addressed in these pages.  Recruitment not only of experienced chess players but also youth and anyone who is willing to learn and play the game.  Has it ever struck you that a large proportion of present members are aged over 50 years?  And while this means that we have a wealth of wisdom and experience, this will be wasted unless we each go out and find some new person, young or old, who can be invited to join and share the pleasures and fellowship of BCA.  Incoming youthful members must not be frightened off by our age; so we must welcome them and defy Shakespeare's ominous phrase: "crabbed age and youth cannot live together."





  Also in this edition you will read of the premature passing of one of our best-loved members; the gestation of an excitingly-designed website, and a special item now available in your cassette library.


  If you want your November issue to be even more lively than this one, please ensure that contributions reach me by 30th September.


 Peter Price.








SUBSCRIPTION TIME!





  2001-2002 membership fees: may I remind members who pay annually that the subscription is due on 1st October 2001.  Full membership fee is £7, with under 21s paying £3.50.  Remittances should be made payable to "Braille Chess Association" or "BCA" and sent to me as soon as possible.


Life membership subscription is £70.


 Wendy Holmes.








MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS





  We have seen a small increase in the number of members but we still need more to increase the prize money!


Winners of £30 since last Gazette:


  April, Sally Kenealy, no. 30;


  May, Norman Wragg, no. 64;


  June, Roger Waters, no. 67.


 Wendy Holmes.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS


  Last call for the British.  Late bookings from players of all strengths or from those who just want an enjoyable week in good company in a rural hotel with excellent facilities will be welcome.  Your payment of £189 will cover accommodation in an en suite room with dinner, bed and breakfast and an extra £10 will enable you to enjoy a game of chess each day in the Challengers' or Minor event.  Payment in full as quickly as possible to Stan Lovell or Wendy Holmes whose addresses appear on the front of this Gazette.





  16th/18th November.  BCA International Autumn Tournament supported by the Helen Jean Cope Foundation.  Jarvis Loughborough Hotel, Loughborough.  Entry £10.  Accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast £35 per person per night.  For this event we return to the hotel formerly known as the "King's Head" where we have enjoyed the friendly and helpful service on two previous occasions.  There will be a Major event open to players of all strengths and a Minor event for those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or less.  We would like to remind our sighted associate members that this is an opportunity for you to join in with visually handicapped players from overseas as well as home based players.  We would also like to remind those UK residents under the age of 21 who are blind or partially sighted and wish to compete that they receive free entry and greatly reduced rates of acco





  1st to 3rd March 2002.  Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress  Midland Hotel, Derby.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast £37 when sharing a twin or double room and £40.50 for single room occupancy per person per night.Those visually handicapped UK residents who are under 21 and participating in the tournament receive free entry and reduced rate accommodation.  This is your opportunity to help run the association which exists to support you and, at the same time, enjoy a few, not too serious, games of chess.  More details in the next issue.





  Looking ahead.  By popular demand our Minor Tournament next year will return to St. Winifred's Hotel, Morecambe where those who were lucky enough to attend in 2000 enjoyed the friendly and homely attention of Malcolm and Marilyn for whom nothing was too much trouble in making our members' stay 


with them a holiday to remember.  The dates for this "not to miss event" will be 25th May to 1st June 2002.  The cost just £168 per person.  I will start to take bookings after the announcement in the November issue.





  Looking further ahead.  Following the great success of the Six Nations Tournament which was held at the Elmbank Hotel, York, we have decided to book our Autumn Tournament 2002 at that hotel.  This represents a shift from our policy of seeking centrally based hotels for weekend events but we fee


l that members may well agree, when they have experienced the exceptional food and friendly welcome they will receive at this hotel, that, in this case, the choice is justified.  Add to this the excellent rail links between York and most parts of the country and the very favourable price of £28 p


er person sharing and £33 per person for single room occupancy.  For those friends and supporters who are not involved in the chess, York will have more to offer than almost any other city in the country.  The dates will be 8 - 10 November 2002 and bookings will be accepted from February 1st.








  Points gained by disabled players in BCA events count in the "Terence Chapman Group Disabled Prix."


  Booking conditions.


  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender written on the back.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.


  The entry fee and cost of accommodation in full should be sent to the organiser or BCA treasurer by the advertised closing date.  Late entries and bookings are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 penalty per person.


  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.





 Stan Lovell.








REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE


  At its meeting on 2nd June the committee decided upon a drive to gain, and keep, new members.  All BCA watchers will be aware that our long period of expansion peaked in the mid 1990s when we topped the forty mark in several of our tournaments.  Recently, however, numbers have been declining bo


th in overall membership and in the number of participants in tournaments.  Quite rightly, we think, we have been concentrating on putting our finances on a firmer footing during the past couple of years, and with the excellent work of our fund-raiser, Julia Scott, and many imaginative ideas from members our financial position is more secure, and provided we do not slacken with our efforts this should continue.  A similar effort is now required to get us back out of the slow lane and into the fast lane.  There must be hundreds of prospective members out there, and it's up to us to invite the


  I list a few of the things we are setting in motion and invite you to comment and give us your own ideas particularly of how we can give better service to members.  We will, of course, use the traditional methods such as: advertising in the chess press, the Braille and tape press etc. but this time we intend to utilise the modern information technology which is rapidly becoming an important means of communication for many blind people, particularly young blind people.  Richard Murphy and Oliver Leonard will discuss the implications of setting up a dedicated BCA website.  If necessary we will pay for a professional designer.  We will also seek to post information about BCA on websites run by organisations of the blind as well as chess websites.  We will offer information on e-mail to our members where it is already available in Braille, print and tape.  Youth development is, of cou





  Just as we would not have succeeded in getting our finances into better shape without your help, so we cannot succeed in revitalising BCA without your help.  Never lose an opportunity to let your friends and contacts know about BCA.  If you meet anyone, young or old, who shows the least interes


t in chess tell them about us and ask if you can pass on their phone number to me, or to our membership secretary David Hodgkins, or to our publicity officer Richard Murphy.  If you want some copies of our information leaflet let David know and he will send you some.





  Are you willing to do any of the following tasks?


  Visit people local to you who wish to learn the game or who have played and are not quite sure how to go about it after losing their sight.


  Visit schools, resource centres or clubs to help or just to spread the message.


  Help to set up a local blind chess group.


  Do a bit of coaching or teaching on tape or by e-mail.


  Help at "have-a-go" days or other such events.


  If so let me know.


  If you are being interviewed on your own chess exploits please give BCA a mention, but if you intend to give interviews, submit articles or do any other work specifically for BCA please let us know first.





A CALL TO E-MAILERS





  We are receiving an increasing number of enquiries from those who would like us to set up some kind of e-mail tournament.  If there is anyone out there who would be interested in organising such an event please let us know.  The chairman of our tournament sub-committee is Sean O'Brien.





 Stan Lovell, Hon. Secretary.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT


AUGUST 2001





BCA 36th Championship


Premier Group


Rathbun - Way 0 - 1 (Sicilian) 42.


(I think John Way and Bob Rathbun are to be congratulated in managing to get 42 moves in in just over six months.)


Group A.


Hodgkins - Hague 0 - 1 22.


Group B.


Davey - Price 1 - 0 (Fr) 25


Hares - Davey 0 - 1 (GP) 19.





BCA League


Division 1.


No results to hand.  Position as in the May Gazette.


Division 2.


Final positions appeared in the May Gazette.


Division 3.


Bishop - Hodgkins 1 - 0 (RL) 49


Bryant - Price 1 - 0 (QI) 29


Rathbun - Price 1 - 0 (Sic) 31


Hague - Bishop 0.5 - 0.5 (Phil) 66


Hague - Rathbun 1 - 0 (QP) 25


Bishop - Rathbun 0 - 1 (QGD) 38.


Latest positions with 2 results to come:


Bishop 3.5 - 5, Hague 3.5 - 5, Bryant 2.5 - 4, Rathbun 2 - 3, Hodgkins 1.5 - 4, Price 1.5 - 5.


Division 4.


Patching - Gallacher 0 - 1 (Sic) 35


Cuthbert - Gallacher 0 - 1 38


Patching - Winkworth 0 - 1 (QGD) 34


Patching - McTavish 1 - 0 (Scotch) 27


Townshend - Patching 1 - 0 (Reti) 29.


Latest positions: Gallacher 3 - 3, Townshend 1 - 1, McTavish 1 - 3, Winkworth 1 - 3, Patching 1 - 4, Cuthbert 0 - 1.


As will be seen, quite a number of results to come and only two months to go until the expiry date.  I must urge members please notify their group leader of results.


Division 5.


Davey - Hodges 1 - 0 (GP) 42.


Latest position with 1 result to come:


Couchman 3.5 - 4, Davey 3.5 - 4, Collisson 1 - 4, Hodges 0 - 3, Potter 0 - 3.


Congratulations to Derek Couchman and Brian Davey on gaining promotion to division 4.





8th British Championship


Premier group.


Sproson - Gallacher 1 - 0 (Eng) 24


Cohn - Wall 0.5 - 0.5 26


Plechaty - Cohn 0 - 1 21


Gallacher - Wall 0 - 1 (Sic) 28


Wall - Plechaty 1 - 0 no details


Cohn - Gallacher 1 - 0 (Eng) 28


Wall - Sproson 0.5 - 0.5 (Sic) 32.


Latest position with 3 results to come.


Wall 3 - 4, Cohn 2.5 - 3, Sproson 1.5 - 2, Plechaty 0 - 2, Gallacher 0 - 3.


Challengers:


Spink - Price 1 - 0 (Fr) 36


Hodgkins - Spink 1 - 0 (Fr) 36


Innes - Spink 0 - 1 52.


Final positions:


Phillips 4.5 - 5, Hodgkins 3.5 - 5, Price 3 - 5, Spink 2 - 5, Innes 0 - 5.


As members will be aware, this tournament is being discontinued.





Friendlies.


Sproson - Spink 1 - 0 Larsen 22


Bowman - Spink 1 - 0


Couchman - Patching 0 - 1 (Scotch) 22


Scurr - Hodgkins 0 - 1 (Fr) 28


Hodgkins - Scurr 1 - 0 (RL) 27


Hodgkins - Bryant 1 - 0 (RL) 22.


Latest positions:


Atherton 32, Sobers 31, Spink 20.


(Only scores up to 20 are published).





 Sean O'Brien, Tournament Director.








MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT


  At the beginning of June all members should have received a copy of the new membership list in your preferred medium of either Braille, print or on cassette.  However, if you have not received a copy, or have done so but it was in the wrong medium for you, please do not hesitate to contact me so that this matter can be rectified.


  James Gallagher, one of our new members, (see address in new members), has requested that he wishes to receive all communication with BCA via e-mail.  James Gallagher is a deafblind person, and although a Braillist, feels that e-mail is his best format of communication.  


  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to


 contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.





  Obviously for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address.





 David Hodgkins.











BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM RNIB LIBRARY





  "Simple Winning Chess", by Chris Baker.  9 or 3 cassettes.  Order number x9545.


  "Endgame Preparation", by J. Speelman.  13 or 4 cassettes.  Order number x9626.








HAAKSBERGEN 20 TO 23 APRIL 2001





  Nine English players including guides met at Harwich on 20th April to catch the high-speed ferry to the Hook of Holland.  We arrived on time and boarded the train to Heneglo.  Geoff Brown and the Ross brothers travelled by car and the whole party met up at the Friday evening get together.


  The chess commenced on Saturday morning with the English players scoring 6 out of a possible 10 and 7 in the afternoon.  Saturday evening there was the usual musical entertainment which was enjoyed by many.  On Sunday the English scored 5 from 5.


  The English players were on the following tables and scored:


  Table 1 - Geoff Brown - 0.


  Table 2 - Chris Ross 2.5.


  Table 4 - David Hodgkins 1.


  Table 6 - Hans Cohn 2.5.


  Table 7 - David Ross 3.


  Table 10 - Brian Perham - 2.


  Table 13 - Phil Smith/Mike Murphy 2.5 and 1.


  Table 15 - Geoff Patching - 3.


  Table 16 - Francis Collisson - 1.


  The following won first prize on their tables:


  Chris Ross, Hans Cohn, David Ross, Brian Perham, Phil Smith and Geoff Patching.


  Phil Smith and Brian Perham were in the winning team for the plaquette.  This was presented by Francis Collisson who was the oldest competitor in the tournament.


  We returned to England on 23rd April and an enjoyable trip was had.  I would like to thank Phil Smith and Mike Murphy for their sterling work throughout the trip.  The next Haaksbergen tournament is scheduled for 19th to 22nd April 2002.  At present it is not possible to enclose a price as Stenaline do not publish this information until January.  However, it is envisaged that it will be similar to this year's.  Therefore, anybody wishing to go on the 2002 trip should contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN no later than 1st December 2001.





 David Hodgkins.








2001 SIX NATIONS TOURNAMENT REPORT





  Six Nations Tournament, Elmbank Hotel, York, 2 - 6 April, 2001.


  The Six Nations Tournaments have been in existence since the 1960s to promote chess competition and friendship between visually handicapped players of different countries.  They are held every two years with each nation taking turn to be the host.


  This year it was Great Britain's turn, and the BCA organised the event.  We chose the Elmbank Hotel in York, which proved to be an excellent venue in terms of playing conditions, food and assistance from staff of the hotel.


  The tournament was controlled by Gerry Walsh and Julie Leonard, with assistance from Phil Smith and from several members of the York chess club, who acted as guides and scribes throughout the event, particularly Peter Cloudsdale who gave us a great deal of support.  The tournament was organised as a five-round contest with teams of four players from each nation playing each other once.  Participating countries were: Great Britain, Belgium, The Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland and Ireland.  The GB squad consisted of: Chris Ross, Colin Chambers, Bill Armstrong, John Gallagher and David Hodgkins.  The GB team faced very strong opposition particularly from Germany and Belgium.





  Results, round by round:


  Round 1.  Belgium 3.5, Switzerland 0.5, Netherlands 2.5, Ireland 1.5, GB 1, Germany 3.


  Round 2.  Switzerland 0, Germany 4, Ireland 2, GB 2, Belgium 3.5, Netherlands 0.5.


  Round 3.  Netherlands 1.5, Switzerland 2.5, GB 0.5, Belgium 3.5, Germany 3.5, Ireland 0.5.


  Round 4.  Switzerland 2, Ireland 2, Belgium 1.5, Germany 2.5, Netherlands 1.5, GB 2.5.


  Round 5.  GB 3, Switzerland 1, Germany 4, Netherlands 0, Ireland 1, Belgium 3.


  These results led to the final placings:


1st Germany 17 points; 2nd Belgium 15; 3rd GB 9; 4th Ireland 7; 5th/6th Switzerland and Netherlands 6.


  Scores of the GB squad:


  Chris Ross was only able to play the first 3 rounds because of prior commitments, and was replaced by Bill Armstrong on board 1.


  Board 1 Chris Ross 1 - 3, Bill Armstrong 1.5 - 2.


  Board 2 Colin Chambers 3.5 - 5.


  Board 3 David Hodgkins 1.5 - 5.


  Board 4 John Gallagher 1.5 - 5.


  The leading individual scores through the entire tournament were two familiar players to the BCA: Jergen Pohlers, Germany 5 - 5 and Peter Devos Belgium 4.5 - 5.


  The entire tournament was played in a spirit of great friendship and sportsmanship between the teams: old friendships were renewed and new ones were made.  Players and guides enjoyed a trip to York Minster and a canal cruise.


  The BCA must express appreciation to the Primary Club, the Cricketers' Charity for the Blind and Partially-Sighted, and British Blind Sport for their support and sponsorship for the Six Nations.


  The opening ceremony was attended by the Mayor of York and her husband; and the prize giving, on the final evening of the tournament, was a great celebration with laughter and music and singing from many of the participants.


  The Six Nations received considerable attention from the local media, with items on local radio and newspapers.


  We are now all looking forward to the next Six Nations Tournament in 2003!


 Richard Murphy, Publicity Officer.








BCCL 2001 TEAM INTERIM REPORT





  The BCA team has started well this season in division one of the British Chess Correspondence League.  Bill Armstrong has already won both his games and Hans Cohn has won one of his games and so has David Hodgkins.  So we have scored 4 - 4.


  Bill will be available to play for the BCA in the year 2003, but not next year; and sadly we have lost our first reserve, the late Steve Eastwick-field.  So I am seeking more BCA players who like to play correspondence chess for our team.


  If anyone wishes for more information, please contact me.


 Peter Gibbs.








OBITUARY


STEPHEN EASTWICK-FIELD


  In the early hours of 21st May, Stephen Eastwick-Field died peacefully in hospital at Ipswich.  This was a great shock, particularly to those who saw him at the AGM and congress in March.  Shortly after this, he was taken ill and found to be suffering from a brain tumour.  Despite surgery, his condition deteriorated extremely rapidly, and, although he became very confused towards the end, he didn't generally appear to be in any great distress.  Several BCA members attended his funeral on 1st June at Ipswich crematorium.


  Steve was educated at Linden Lodge and then at Worcester College, where I first met him.  Even in those days, he was extremely keen on chess, and he regularly took part in college tournaments and inter-school matches, and also organised tournaments within the college.  Steve and I played together on many occasions, and we continued to do so after we left Worcester in 1969.  In the early 70s we hit upon the grand idea of a complete tour of the London underground, playing a game of chess at a pub in the vicinity of each station.  We must have covered about 30 before we lost interest, but we had a lot of fun during that time, though I suspect the analysts would not have been kept that busy towards the end of those particular evenings.


  Steve started playing on the tournament circuit around the country in the mid-70s and he got me interested in 1977.  In that year we both joined the BCA and played in the British Championship in November at Blackpool.  There were 16 players in one section then, in marked contrast to the large numbers attending today's events.  In spite of the rather authoritarian set-up at the Century Hotel, Blackpool, in those days, we both thoroughly enjoyed our first BCA experience.


  Besides chess, Steve's other great passion was sport.  He particularly enjoyed cricket and football, and towards the end of his life he became very interested in horse-racing and enjoyed a modest bet.  He was a keen actor, and his confidence on stage was a revelation.  He liked music, particularly middle-of-the-road pop, folk and country.  He enjoyed short-wave radio, which enabled him to keep up with sporting events around the world, something that became easier with the advent of digital TV.


  Although chess had always been one of Steve's major interests, joining the BCA gave his passion for the game a massive boost.  In addition, he relished the social side of BCA activity, whether standing at the bar after a game, discussing what had gone wrong, or debating the latest sporting issues.  Steve lived through a marked transformation in the BCA, resulting in a considerable increase in membership, and a great upsurge in its activity.  He was a great supporter and ambassador, frequently getting involved in fund-raising events.  Although he did take part in some correspondence chess, he will be particularly remembered as a great scrapper over the board, and he played out many epic draws in his time.  At Chorleywood in 1981, he left his adjourned position set up under a tree on the way to the pub and, predictably, was unable to find the correct tree on his return journey. 


 Alt


  Steve was one of the BCA's most loyal members.  It would be fair to say that he attended almost every BCA tournament from the moment he joined.  He played many times at Haaksbergen, and also represented England in a B International and in the Six Nations Tournament.  I know that he was keen to get into the British Championship proper, and, but for his untimely death, he would surely have achieved this.


  Steve was a very gentle, kind person.  He was generous and reliable, and would always be pleased to analyse games with his opponents and to offer advice.  He tended to be shy and withdrawn in large groups.  What the BCA offered him was the opportunity to play his favourite game with some of his favourite people.  His loss will be keenly felt by those of us who knew him, but I hope that we will always remember his loyalty and friendship, his good-natured banter and his warmth and generosity.





 Voldi Gailans.








BCA INTERNAL GRADINGS 2001





  N.B. please remember that these gradings are only the games played between BCA players.  Armstrong 155, Barbour 9, Brown R. 48, Brown C. 63, Brown S. 100, Burnell 164, Busbridge 68, Cash 56, Chambers 170, Cohn 121, Collisson 38, Davey 66, Devos 170, Doyle 125, Gailans 75, Gallagher 120, Gibbs P


. 190, Gordon 103, Harrington 17, Hartley 147, Hodges 29, Hodgkins 126, Kirkham 106, Lidstone 23, Lilley 166, Loftus 156, Long P. 50, Lovell 144, Mordue 204, Murphy 120, Osborne 63, Parry 68, Patching 67, Perham 90, Phillips 94, Plechaty 92, Pohlers 184, Price 65, Ross 184, Smith 103, Sobers 88, 


Spink 60, Thacker 113, Van Gelder 131, Waters 100, Watkins 72, Wragg 134.





 John Gallagher.

















BCA BAZAAR





  This is a BCA fund-raising enterprise.  If you have books or equipment you would like to get rid of, you are invited to advertise them in this column and to name a price.  A buyer sends the money to our Honorary Treasurer by way of a donation to the BCA.  On receipt of the donation the treasure


r will notify you.  Your next move will be to send the items to the buyer.





  In this way you have parted with goods you do not need, the buyer will have acquired something he/she wants and the BCA will have benefited by a donation.


 Committee.





ADVERTISEMENT





  Under the terms of the BCA bazaar, Charles Townend is advertising the following item:


"Three towers of Hanoi" puzzle.  This game is based on an ancient Chinese legend.  There is a wooden base with three vertical rods.  On one there are a number of wooden disks with a centre hole.  These rods are the towers, and the game is to transfer the disks from one tower to another, but alway


s to keep a smaller disk on top of a larger one.





  It is fun for all ages and needs patience!  Write to Charles Townend.








AVAILABLE NOW


  As readers of Braille Chess Magazine will know, I use New In Chess, by common consent the best English language chess magazine the world over, for most of the material in the magazine.  It publishes eight issues a year which is far more than I can use.  Mary Marshall, our untiring tape recordist, has agreed to record some of the material and her first recording is available now on five cassettes.  It contains most of the games from the recent Wijk-Aan-Zee category 18 tournament, and I recommend it to all those who wish to improve their play and keep up with the latest happenings.  The tapes can be had as usual from Shirley Watkins, catalogue number G303.  One word of advice: the games are exhaustively annotated (usually by the winner), and there are plenty of diagrams at critical points.  You will need at least two boards to make best use of the games with the least waste of time:





 Hans Cohn.








ANOTHER CHESS COACHING OFFER





  John Way, who resides in Canada, and who won our most recent chess correspondence championship, is offering friendly games, analysis and coaching preferably by e-mail.  His e-mail address reads:


johnway@junction.net


 Editor





COLLISSON'S CONUNDRUM





  Our veteran sage, Francis Collisson, has resurrected an intriguing fact from his readings of many years ago:


  When both players have completed the first ten moves of a game, and no material has been taken off the board, the number of possible move permutations is a figure which begins with 169, followed by 30 digits and ends with the figure 7.  Would anyone care to verify this?


 Editor.





