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EDITORIAL





  In this edition we have a welcome entry from Steve Williams, Honorary Secretary of the British Federation for 


Correspondence Chess.  It is always pleasing when we are approached by a mainstream organisation; and of 


course your association continues to have close links with the British Chess Federation.


  Also, you will read about changes in your committee membership, and some imminent changes in their plans and 


policies.  For instance, one move which has favourable support is to shift the publication dates of the Gazette one 


month back: this alteration to begin with the April 2000 Gazette.  So your April 2000 Gazette will appear in May, 


and subsequent issues will be published in August, November and February.  Such a change will ease the pressure 


on those who have to churn out BCA literature in the various formats; and, in particular, it will mean that 


information from the March AGM can be printed in the May issue instead of being held over to the following 


production.  This arrangement can only be good for up to date reporting.  None of us may like change, but I take 


the liberty of replying with a parody on Benjamin Disraeli’s quotation: “Change is inevitable.  In a progressive 


magazine change is constant.”


  Readers’ contributions to the next Gazette should reach me by 14th August.


	Peter Price.








ERRATUM





  Readers of the Braille Gazette are asked to ignore the list of committee members which were shown in the April 


issue: this should never have appeared as it was inaccurate!  The current list of names published in this present 


edition is correct, - and it is pleasing to note the addition of two new younger members.


	Editor.








AGM AND CONGRESS REPORT BY THE SECRETARY





  A cloud hung over this year’s AGM following a statement from the committee informing members that the 


police had been called in to investigate a suspected theft of £400 from BCA funds.  It was not possible to give 


details of the evidence which was passed on to the police as their enquiries were still in progress, but a full 


investigation was promised as soon as a new treasurer was in office.


  All was not doom and gloom however as the committee had been working to develop a strategy designed to 


ensure a much firmer footing for BCA finances.  Julia Scott will be employed for 8 hours a month to boost the 


fund-raising programme and a fund-raising officer will be sought to co-ordinate other fund-raising activities.  


Richard Murphy was elected to the new post of publicity officer and Wendy Holmes was elected as our new 


treasurer.  Wendy had already given valuable help and advice in the investigations into the mismanagement of the 


accounts and the committee were confident that she would be a great asset to the association.  Gerry Walsh had 


been appointed as a co-ordinator to support chess for disabled players by the British Chess Federation and 


members were delighted to learn that Gerry was likely to be the next chairman of the BCF.


  A happy event was the bestowing of honorary life membership on Ivy Williams and Fred Reader, two long 


serving supporters of BCA, whilst a sad moment was experienced whilst we remembered Ted Williams, Margaret 


Barbour, Ron Browning and Pat O’Brien all of whom had died during the year.  A full list of committee members 


appears near the front of this Gazette.


  The tournament which traditionally accompanies the AGM was in the usual format.  With 18 in the Open and 15 


in the Minor.  Prize winners were: Open: 1st. Lilley 4.5 from 5, 2nd. and 3rd. Chambers and M. Hewitt 4; grading 


prizes to Hodgkins, Gallagher, Lovell, Phillips, Sobers and Waters.  Minor: Jim Gebbie in his first event 4.5, 2nd. 


Watkins 4, 3rd. Patching 3.5; grading prizes to Hall, Thompson and Rich.  The Midland Hotel with its friendly 


staff proved to be an excellent venue for a very successful event.


	Stan Lovell.








NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY





  Make sure your views are taken into account.  At the first meeting of the newly elected committee, on 17th. 


April, sub-committees were formed to deal with: finance and fund-raising; publications; technical matters, and 


tournament arranging.  If you have ideas for fund-raising, contact Stan Lovell; for publications, contact Richard 


Murphy; for technical matters, contact David Hodgkins; and for tournament ideas, contact Sean O’Brien.


	Stan Lovell.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS





  Members are asked to note the following:


  All BCA events are now “Onyx” events which means that results count in the “Onyx disabled prix”.


  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it organises.





  Under 21 Championship.  This event will take place at the Sitwell Arms Hotel, Renishaw, near Sheffield, from 


Monday 26 to Thursday 29 July.  Late entries from any blind or partially sighted person under the age of 21 may 


be accepted by the organiser, Stan Lovell, until 10 July.





  British Championship for blind players: 4 - 11 September, Swallow Hotel, Grantham.  Entry £8.  Cost of 


accommodation on half board basis to members and associate members £185; cost to others £200.  Bookings 


accepted after 30 June will be subject to a £4 penalty.


  In addition to the Premier event, contested by the eight who have qualified to play for the title, there will be a 


Challengers open to all visually handicapped players and a Minor open to those whose grade or estimated grade is 


80 or below.  All events will be of 7 rounds played at a rate of 40 moves in two hours followed by an extra hour 


each for all remaining moves.  The first round will start at 5 p.m. Saturday 4 September.  All remaining rounds 


will start at 10 a.m.


  The Swallow Hotel offers excellent facilities including a fine leisure complex with heated indoor swimming 


pool.  Your application should include full payment; request for double, twin or single room; smoking or non 


smoking; and if you are bringing a guide dog.  Entries and bookings to Stan Lovell.





  Bring and buy.  We hope to run a bring and buy sale during the week at Grantham.  New items or items in good 


condition will be gratefully received but not clothing.  The organiser will be Shirley Watkins.





  Ted Williams Memorial Tournament.


  12 to 14 November, Grosvenor House Hotel, Sheffield.  This event will be a new departure for BCA as it will be 


a tournament seeking to encourage a number of sighted players to participate in a celebration of the life and chess 


career of one of the greatest characters of blind chess, Ted Williams.  The event will be in our usual autumn 


tournament format with an Open event and a Minor limited to those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 and 


below.  The event will be of 5 rounds and the playing time will be 36 moves in one and a half hours, followed by 


15 minutes for all remaining moves.  Entry fee £8, cost of accommodation on half board basis £34.50 per person 


per night.  Closing date for booking for accommodation 30 September, closing date for entry into the tournament 


20 October.  Late bookings and late entries carry a £4 penalty.  All entries and bookings to the organiser Stan 


Lovell.





	Stan Lovell.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT





  Just a quick reminder that I still have a small supply of plastic envelopes available at a cost of £1 for five.


  Now to the results.





35th BCA Championship


  Premier:


Way - Price 1 - 0 (QP) 12





BCA League


  Division 1:


No results to hand.


Table as at 7th May 1999.


Crombie 3 - 4, Gibbs D. 1 - 1, McElroy 1 - 1, Sproson 1 - 2, Schaefer 1 - 2, Barry 0 - 4.


  Division 2:


Hodgkins - Hague draw ck 30


Phillips - Hodgkins 1 - 0 (QP)


Table as at 7th May 1999.


Way 3.5 - 4, Brown S. 3 - 3, O’Brien 2 - 4, Phillips 1.5 - 4, Hague 1.5 - 4, Hodgkins 0.5 - 4.


  Division 3.


Townshend - Spink 0 - 1 32


Spink - Perham 0 - 1 (Dutch) 35


Perham - Townshend 1 - 0 (Phil) 28


Price - Winkworth 1 - 0 (KGA) 24


Townshend - Price 0 - 1 (Irr) 50


Spink - Price draw (Dutch) 19


Bishop - Townshend draw 42


Perham - Bishop draw (Phil) 40


Table as at 7 May 1999.


Perham - 4.5 - 5, Price 3.5 - 5, Spink 2.5 - 4, Bishop 2 - 4, Townshend 0.5 - 4, Winkworth 0 - 4.


  Division 4:


No results to hand.


Table as at 7 May 1999.


Bryant 3 - 3, Gallacher 2 - 3, Couchman 0 - 2, McTavish 0 - 1, Boden 0 - 1.


16 results still to come in.


  Division 5:


Patching - Potter 1 - 0 (Irr)


Wood - Patching 0 - 1 22


Table as at 7 May 1999.


Patching 6 - 6, Collisson 3.5 - 5, Cohen 1.5 - 4, Wood 1.5 - 3, Davey 1 - 2, Cuthbert 1 - 3, Farrant 0.5 - 4, Parry 0 - 


1.





7th British Championship.


  Premier:


Gibbs D. - Hodgkins 1 - 0 (Irr) 37


Table as at 7 May 1999.


Wall 4 - 4, Gibbs 2 - 3, Sproson 0 - 1, Cohn 0 - 2, Hodgkins 0 - 2.


Congratulations to John Wall on winning the “Bonham” shield.


  Challengers:


Cohen - Innes 0 - 1


Innes - Couchman 0 - 1 37.


Table as at 7 May 1999.


Gallacher 4 - 4, Couchman 2 - 3, Cohen1.5 - 3, Plechaty 1 - 1, Price1.5 - 5, Innes 1 - 4.





Ladder Tournament


Ladder results as at 2nd May 1999:


Townend - Atherton 0 - 1 Polish 20


Wood - Patching 0 - 1 15 (Irr)


  Ladder table as at 30 April 1999.


Patching 37, Gibbs 34, Atherton 28, Sobers 27, Spink 16.


  All ladder game results to be sent to: Geoff Patching, 9 Gwel-An-Mor, Fore Street, Marazion, Penzance TR17 


0DB.


  Geoff Patching advises members that a grading list for friendly games could be compiled if only more players 


would report results of their friendly games.  At present, the inflow of results is so small that an accurate 


computation cannot be made.





	Sean O’Brien.








PERSONALIA





  We regret to announce the death of Friedel, wife of John Wall, on 28th April after a long and brave battle against 


the unpredictable scourge of cancer.  We send John and their families sincere condolences.





* * * * * *





  Many will mourn the passing of Frank Oliver, who succumbed to a recent heart attack shortly after his 60th 


birthday.  He was a popular member of the BCA, known for his vast knowledge of sporting events past and 


present, and for his interest in record and tape collecting.  Frank was a strong chess player, having once qualified 


for the Candidates’ Tournament and being picked for the Six Nations’ Team Tournament.  He co-founded the 


Putney Tournament which later became the London Tournament, and this later, under the aegis of the BCA grew 


to become the Autumn Tournament - one of the most prestigious events in your association’s calendar.  When 


Frank had won a game, he was always generous enough to offer advice to his opponent: your editor was one of 


many to benefit from his patient coaching!


  Our thoughts and sympathy go out to his wife, Carol.





* * * * * *





  We offer our congratulations and best wishes to Matthew Williams and Louiza Groves who are to be married on 


14 August.  Matthew and Louiza are studying at universities in London.





	Editor.








MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT





  It is vital that if members change address - however slight - or wish to alter the medium by which they receive 


information, that they contact me with it immediately, even if they have already informed another member of the 


committee.  My telephone number is 01926 425 803 and my address is 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington 


Spa, CV31 2LN.


	David Hodgkins.








LAPSED MEMBERS





Barton, A. Campbell, S. Campbell, Hassan, G. and M. Jackson, Nair, Ward, Worsley.








CHESS THEME BREAK REPORT





  This year the chess theme week, organised by the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association, was held from 6 to 13 


February at the Windermere Manor Hotel about one mile from Lake Windermere.  The total number attending the 


week was 27 of whom 19 were chess players and eight were wives or friends.


  The week was organised by Peter Gibbs, in his genial and efficient way.  Four of the party were instructors: Peter 


Gibbs, George Phillips, Peter Price and Geoff Carlin.


  The players were divided into three groups according to assessed ability, and instruction was given to the groups 


for two days.  This was followed by an exciting tournament.  The GDBA chess trophy was strongly contested, the 


final battle being between Shirley Watkins and Eric Gallacher, the winner being Eric Gallacher.


  In the evening, entertainment was available, ranging from a very interesting talk by Ron Hewitt the well known 


native of these parts, to a heart warming nostalgic piano performance, and finishing with a skittles match.


  The writer was taking part in a chess week for the first time, and in seven days I learned a very great deal and 


went home clear how I could improve my chess.  The atmosphere throughout the week was totally friendly and I 


was soon on good terms with the old hands.


  The food was absolutely first-rate both from the point of view of quality and variety.  The staff were invariably 


friendly and very helpful.


  Altogether this was a week to remember with pleasure.


	Campbell Innes.








BCA INTERNAL OVER-THE-BOARD GRADINGS





  John Gallagher writes:


  Here are the BCA over-the-board gradings, followed by postal internal gradings.  Remember these gradings are 


worked out on games played between BCA members and are not your BCF gradings which are for all games 


played.


  BCA over-the-board gradings as at 1st. April 1999.


  Ali A. 33, Ali J. 34, Armstrong 162, Barbour 14, Benson 152, Brown A. 42, Brown B. 56, Brown C. 46, Brown 


S. 93, Busbridge 62, Campbell 66, Carlin 79, Cash 32, Chambers 156, Cohen 10, Collisson 43, Doyle 120, 


Eastwick-Field 112, Gailans V. 91, Gallagher J. 129, Gardener 104, Gebbie 100, Glass 72, Gordon 109, Green 64, 


Hall 59, Harris 102, Harrington 16, Hewitt L. 76, Hewitt M. 142, Hodgkins 117, Keating 160, Kirkham 92, 


Lidstone 33, Lilley 183, Loftus 150, Lovell 150, Osborne 64, Parry 74, Patching 64, Perham 78, Phillips 100, 


Plechaty 92, Price 81, Rich 37, Richmond 127, Ross 180, Sobers 102, Spink 72, Thompson 69, Waters 104, 


Watkins 59, Williams 50, Wood 48.








BCA INTERNAL POSTAL GRADINGS 1ST. APRIL 99





  Atherton 125, Barry 107, Bishop 80, Boden 60, Bowman 170, Brown S. 119, Bryant 103, Burgham 134, Cohen 


44, Cohn 124, Collisson 52, Couchman 64, Crombie 152, Cuthbert 47, Davey 56, Gallacher E. 68, Gibbs D. 118, 


Hague 75, Hares 24, Hodder 175, Hodgkins 109, Innes 38, Lovell 117, McElroy 151, McTavish 60, Noble 50, 


O’Brien 112, Parry 40, Patching 44, Perham 104, Phillips 104, Plechaty 76, Potter 25, Price 96, Rathbun 84, Rees 


64, Ross 103, Schaefer 123, Sobers 120, Spink 77, Sproson 104, Thacker 94, Townshend 62, Wall 130, Way 146, 


Whitehouse 133, Whittle 132, Winkworth 56, Wood 45.











ADVERTISEMENT





  British Federation for Correspondence Chess.


  The British Federation for Correspondence Chess (BFCC, founded in 1962) is the umbrella organisation for 


correspondence chess in this country.  Three major national clubs, the British Correspondence Chess Association, 


the British Correspondence Chess Society and the National Correspondence Chess Club, are all affiliated, as are 


about a dozen other chess organisations, including the Braille Chess Association.  There are also about 400 


individual vice-presidents of the federation.


  The federation organises seven championships, as well as providing a rating service and discounted subscriptions 


to publications such as “Fernschach International”.  Four of these are open to all chess players resident in the 


British Isles (except republic of Ireland).  The British Correspondence Chess Championship is only open to vice-


presidents of the federation or to members of affiliated organisations, and the BFCC Club Championship is only 


open to affiliated organisations.  Entry to the British Postal Chess Team Championship is also restricted.  The 


other championships are the BFCC open with continuous entry (the other tournaments are all annual or biennial, 


with closing dates for entry usually 1st September) which is by far the most popular of the BFCC championships, 


and three tournaments restricted to women, veterans (over 60) and juniors (under 18) respectively.  The federation 


also vigorously promotes international activity, forwarding entries to international correspondence chess 


federation events and organising numerous international matches.


  The subscription for vice-presidency is £9 a year which includes the quarterly “Information Circular”.


  Write to Steve Williams.








