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EDITORIAL


  ÍReading maketh a full manÎ, wrote Francis Bacon some 400 years ago - long before the age of political correctness - so I hope this edition of your magazine will interest and entertain you!  As the new editor, I want immediately to thank my predecessor, Clare Gailans, and your honorary secretary, Stan Lovell, for all the practical help and reassurance given me so willingly.  Their patient assistance, and tolerance of my computer illiteracy, have enabled this show to stay on the road.


  ÍContact with peopleÎ is the name of the game in the BCA, whether it be over-the-board, by tape or Braille or socially; and it is in this last respect that I spent more than a happy social hour with Ted and Ivy Williams - our most senior members.  They are fairly well settled in a nursing home, and would love to hear from any of you.  So why not call them.





  Like all editors I can remind you that your gazette is only as good as its contributors.  So let us hear from you - preferably in Braille or tape.  The last date for receiving copy for your October issue is 8th August, 1997.


 This issue of the Gazette has been produced by a new printer.  Any comments regarding the print copy are very welcome.  The Gazette is now also available on 3.5 in. computer diskette if preferred.    


  I conclude with an apology for the late arrival of the April edition of the Braille Gazette.  Just like the delayed arrival of this yearÌs summer, it was due to factors beyond your committeeÌs control.





 


THE TRAVEL FUND


  Readers are reminded that the travel fund is available to assist with the cost of travelling to BCA functions in the UK, and also with the cost of accommodation at those functions or tournaments.  If you have limited resources of income or capital, you may approach the trustees of the fund, who will treat your application in total confidence.  The trustees will welcome your application and will work out if you are eligible to benefit financially.





  The trustees are: Geoff Carlin and Norman Wragg.





 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS


  British Championship: 9 to 16 August, Grange Park Hotel, Willerby, near Hull.  The closing date of June 30 has passed but entries for the Challengers and for the Minor may still be accepted by the organisers if you hurry.  The entry fee will now be œ10 and the cost of accommodation to members a


nd associate members will be œ165 and to non-members œ189.  Payment in full to the organiser Stan Lovell.


  BCA Autumn Tournament: this is an event open to all blind and partially sighted players from home and abroad.  There is no grading limit to the Major and the Minor is open to those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  The event will take place from 14 to 16 November at the Kings Head


 Hotel, Loughborough.  The closing date for entries is 30 September and the organiser is Sean OÌBrien.  Entry fee œ7.  Accommodation on half board basis œ32.50 per person per night.


    Please note: blind and partially sighted players ordinarily resident in UK who are not in full time employment receive free entry to all BCA tournaments and pay œ10 per night for accommodation unless otherwise stated.  All payments for BCA tournaments should be made to the named organiser but


 payments for extra nights should be made to the hotel.  The organiser must be informed if you wish to stay extra nights, however, so that he can make the booking.











INFORMATION FROM THE SECRETARY





  Just about the time you receive this Gazette our team of Paul Benson, Steve Burnell, Jack Horrocks and David Hodgkins will be preparing to set off to Paris for the Six Nations Tournament.  We wish them well.  We have received an invitation for a player and guide to the Bulgarian Open Cup which 


will take place in Varna, on the Black Sea coast, from 23 to 29 September.  The hosts will pay for the accommodation but the player and guide will be responsible for all other expenses.  If any member, of any strength, is interested contact me by 1 August.  If there are more than one applicant we


 will give priority to someone who was not included in the most recent Olympiad, Six Nations and World Cup.





  We have also received details of the following two events:   Flemish Open Tournament for blind players and sighted companions.  Blankenberge, Belgium.  Arrive by afternoon Wednesday 29 October for evening meal and round 1 with 2 rounds each on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, departure after breakfast Sunday 2 November.  4,500 Belgium Francs per person sharing; 5,500 Belgium Francs in single inscription 200 BFr entry fee 1,000 BFr by 25 September.  Further information from Mrs. Gina de Raeve.  The bank details are: ASLK Bank, 001-1 852 169-30.


  East Sea Cup 28 November to 7 December; in a hotel for the blind (address not given) 9 rounds Swiss system; 50 moves in two hours followed by 30 minutes allegro.  Cost 62 DM per person per day sharing; 20 per cent extra for single; further details from Wolfgang Dachwitz.





  We also receive invitations for events which do not arrive in time to be included in the Gazette.  I am compiling a list of members who wish to receive such information so let me know if you wish to be included on this list.  Our membership secretary, David Hodgkins, has been working very hard with Sean OÌBrien and the others to eradicate the many errors which appeared in the 1996 address list.  We plan to produce an up to date membership list later this year which we hope will be more accurate.  Again we must remind members that many of the errors were due to the fact that you, the members, did not always notify us of errors in your entry and often did not even inform us when you had a change of address.  All such information should be sent direct to the membership secretary, David Hodgkins.  With your help, we will get it right.  





  Stan Lovell.








  Note to all life members:  I am trying to make the BCA life membership records as accurate as possible and I imagine that there are some life members who are not in receipt of their life membership accreditation.  I would, therefore, be grateful if any life member could please contact me either by phone or in writing if they are not in receipt of their life membership card so that I can rectify the problem.





  David Hodgkins, Membership Secretary.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTORÌS REPORT JULY 1997


  Members may recall that in the October Gazette 1995 I referred to the fact that a national postal grading officer had been appointed and that there was a possibility for BCA postal games (other than friendlies) being nationally graded.  Unfortunately, this has not proved to be the case.  Correspondence between myself and the officer proved difficult owing to the many other commitments with which he had become involved.  Despite supplying all the information he had requested, he was only able to give me a few provisional gradings stating that in any case, no member could have a nationally published grade unless they had completed 20 games.  Members will appreciate the time lag that would create.  Therefore, following a proposal from me, it was agreed at our AGM in March not to proceed with national gradings.  Internal gradings for our postal games will appear each year in the J


anua





  Now to the results.





34th BCA Championship.





Group C:


Spink lost to Price.





BCA League.





Division 1:


Bowman drew with McElroy (Ruy Lopez 23),


McElroy lost to Schaefer (Sicilian Defence 34),


Schaefer lost to Whitehouse (Caro-Kann 28), 


Sproson lost to Atherton, 


Whitehouse drew with Atherton.


Latest position:


Crombie 3-3, Whitehouse 2.5-4, Atherton 1.5-2, Schaefer 1-2, Bowman 0.5-1, McElroy 0.5-3, Sproson 0-3.  





Division 2:


No results.


Latest positions.


Barry 3-3, Gibbs D. 2-3, Brown S. 1.5-2, OÌBrien 1.5-4, Hague 0-4.





Division 3:


Way beat Winkworth,


Price beat Townshend (2 KnightÌs Defence), 


Way beat Hodgkins (Ruy Lopez 22).


Latest positions.


Way 5-5, Hodgkins 2-3, Phillips 2-3, Price 1-3, Townshend 0-3, Winkworth 0-3.





Division 4:


Gallagher beat Cuthbert.


Latest positions.


Perham 6-7, Bishop 4-5, Spink 3.5-6, Gallagher 2.5-5, Boden 0-2, Cuthbert 0-3, Rees 1-2, Cohen 0-4.





Division 5:


Parry lost to Davey (2 KnightÌs Defence 17), 


Potter lost to Davey (QueenÌs Pawn 18), 


Potter lost to Collison (36).


Latest positions;


Couchman 4.5-6, Davey 4-4, Ross 3.5-5, McTavish 3-3, Collison 1-2, Innes 0-1, Parry 0-2, Patching 0-3, Altinok 0-0, Potter 0-5.





6th British Championship.





Bryant lost to Sproson (Sicilian Defence 30), 


Bowman beat Sproson (Sicilian Defence 21), 


Couchman lost to Bryant (30), 


Couchman lost to Bowman (Sicilian Defence 38).





Final table;


Bowman, Wall, Cohen 5-6, Sproson 3, Bryant 2, Price 1, Couchman 0.


  None of the 5 tie-break systems could separate the three leaders.  I have therefore decided, with the committeeÌs approval, that Hugh Bowman retains the ÍBonhamÎ shield which he won in the two previous British Championships.  A champion always keeps the title until beaten.  Many congratulations


 to Hugh on winning the tournament for a third consecutive time.  To mark such an achievement the committee have agreed to present Hugh with a small memento which he will keep.








ChallengersÌ Group.


Rees beat Cohen, 


Noble lost to Innes, 


Plechaty lost to Noble (QueenÌs Pawn 48), 


Noble beat Cohen (Ruy Lopez 36), 


Hodgkins beat Plechaty (Ruy Lopez 52).


Latest positions;


Hodgkins 4-4, Gibbs D. 3-3, Noble 3-5, Plechaty 2.5-5, Ross 1.5-3, Rees 1-1, Innes 1-3, Cohen 1-5, Gallagher 0-3.





Ladder Results.





OÌBrien beat Couchman (Scotch 17), 


Atherton beat C. Townshend (Polish 14), 


Atherton beat Spink (Polish 38), 


C. Townshend lost to Atherton (21), 


Davey beat Potter, 


Couchman lost to OÌBrien (Nimsovich 12), 


Winkworth lost to Sproson (Petrov 24).





Ladder table as at 30th April.  Sproson 40, Davey 38, Gibbs D. 30, Patching and Sobers 23, Atherton 22, Spink 14, Van Wyk 10.


  


  Sean OÌBrien.








REPORT FROM WINDERMERE





  This year the fourth annual chess theme break, organised by the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association (GDBA), was held at the New Hotel, The Windermere Manor, Windermere.  The venue for the three previous years was the sister hotel, the Clifden at Teignmouth.  At Windermere the 12 players there for training were divided into three groups.  As trainer I was fortunate to have four members of the BCA to assist me, all of them well versed in coaching.  They were Geoff Carlin, John Gallagher, Stan Lovell and Sean OÌBrien.  The whole party was nearly 30 in number.





  As well as the training sessions a mini tournament was held for the trainees, the winner to hold the trophy presented by the manager on behalf of the GDBA, and the hotel.  This was won by Geoff Patching, repeating his 1995 performance.


  As usual in the last session, I gave a simultaneous display where each of the trainees could play on his own against me, team up with a colleague, or team up with one of the coaches so that there could be discussion as the game progressed.  I also made comments.  Each year the display is conducted in a light-hearted way, but there is always a serious underlying instructional theme.  Several players drew against me; and Kenny Harris, who is showing such great promise, played the KingÌs Gambit with great elan, and I felt flattered at his great delight in beating me.





  Arising out of Windermere the BCA garnered seven new members.  The hotelÌs cuisine was of the highest standard, and the management organised outings each day.  Perhaps the most noticeable element of the week was how much all the party clearly enjoyed themselves, whether involved in chess training or not.  I think the theme breaks are a benefit to the grass-roots of our association, and I hope they will continue each year. 





  Peter Gibbs.








AGM CONGRESS REPORT 1997





  For this event we returned to the Chesterfield Hotel in Chesterfield, which had proved a popular venue on a previous occasion.  The hotel is very close to the rail station, and with good food, friendly staff and a spacious area for the chess, I think a good time was had by all.


  As usual with the AGM Tournament, the meeting was held on Saturday afternoon with one game on the Friday, one Saturday morning, one Saturday evening and two on Sunday.  The AGM was notable for bringing to an end ten years of hardworking and devoted service to the BCA as chairman by Alec Crombie


.  He decided it was time to hand over the reins, and Clare Gailans was elected to the post.  Alec will be a hard act to follow, but I am sure Clare will make an excellent job of it.  Her post as Gazette editor was taken over by Peter Price, whilst it was also decided that the membership secretary, currently David Hodgkins, should have a place on the committee.





  As far as the chess was concerned, 24 players took part in the Open Tournament and 14 in the Minor.  Andrew Gardener was unfortunately forced to withdraw before the event.  The control team of Gerry Walsh and Julie Leonard did their usual professional job.  Graham Lilley deservedly justified his top seeding by winning the Open Tournament but there were some fine performances from others in this event.  John GallagherÌs 4 out of 5, which gave him joint second, was his best performance in a BCA Open Tournament though those of use who were victims of his 7 out of 7 in the ChallengersÌ a few years back could not be surprised at this result.  Richard Murphy, one of our associate players, far outperformed his seeding by scoring 3.5 out of 5; George Plechaty scored a creditable 3 and Voldi GailansÌs 50% score was achieved entirely against players of higher grade than himself.





  The Minor turned out to be a battle between Kenny Harris and Ivor Wagner.  After 3 rounds Ivor led with a 100% score, but Kenny beat him in round 4, and in the end ran out a convincing winner with 4.5 out of 5.


  The results were as follows:





Open:


	1 Lilley 4.5;


	2-3 Chambers, Gallagher 4;


	4-6 Murphy, Ross, Lovell 3.5;


	7-9 Benson, Hodgkins, Plechaty 3;


	10-15 Horrocks, Phillips, Carlin, Gailans, Thacker, Gordon 2.5;


	16-18 OÌBrien, Eastwick-Field, Garnett 2;


	19-20 Richmond, Hewitt, Sobers 1.5;


	22-23 Perham, Spink 1;


	24 Price 0.5.





Minor


	1 Harris 4.5;


	2 Wagner 3.5;


	3-9 Glass, Hamari, Collison, Watkins, Parry, C. Brown, Bell, 3;


	10-11 Gailans, Osborne 2;


	12-13 R. Brown, Farrant 1;


	14 Harrington 0.





  The grading prizes in the open went to:


Group A - Lovell; 


Group B - Murphy; 


Group C - Plechaty.





  In the Minor, grading prizes were won by: 


Group A - Parry, C. Brown, Bell, Glass; 


Group B - C. Gailans, Osborne.





  Stephen Eastwick-Field.








ÍWHY NOT LEAVE IT TO THE BCA?!Î


  What a lottery!  Just under 6p in every pound spent on the National Lottery actually goes to charity.  National Lottery funds are awarded to charities for new projects, and do not support existing services.  In common with most other charities, the BCA has experienced a falling off of spontaneo


us giving and this can only escalate with the arrival of the mid-week lottery draw.  As there are no regular grants we can tap into, it follows that the whole of our income is Ívoluntary incomeÎ  i.e. raised by the efforts of our fund-raising committee with the generous support of BCA members.





  One special way you can help to keep the pieces on the board, as it were, is to leave a legacy to the BCA in your will.  BCA is a registered charity, thus any legacy to the association is completely free of inheritance tax.  The wording to give to your solicitor when making your next will or co


dicil could be; ÍI give and bequeath to the Braille Chess Association of 7 Coldwell Square Crossgates Leeds LS15 7HB (charity number 263049) a legacy of œ.... for its general charitable purposes.Î  To the end of this clause, you could, if you wished, add, for example, Íwith the wish that if possi


ble the gift be utilised to expand (e.g.) the cassette library.Î





  DonÌt delay, see that solicitor today!


Alec Crombie.








CHRIS TAKES SECOND PLACE IN GERMANY.





  Chris Ross continues his run of sparkling form when he finished second in his first chess international, the German Open Youth Championship at Ilvesheim.  


  His success came after his victories in last yearÌs British Junior Championship, British Rapidplay Championship, and CandidatesÌ tournament.


  He was accompanied in Germany by his main rival, Matthew Hewitt, aged 17, from Nottingham, who finished equal third in his first international event.  Matthew also won the prize for the best played game.





Thoughts on Germany





  During February, the IBCA organised an under-21 tournament in Germany to coincide with the German junior championships.  Nine players attended from Germany, Belgium and Poland, with Chris and myself representing Britain, with GM Neil MacDonald as coach.


  The week proved to be a great success, both on and off the chessboard, with social events such as sightseeing and bowling.  In the tournament itself, Neil provided helpful analysis and advice, especially with useful pre-game preparation.  On the chessboard, I personally feel that the standard of the chess was very high, with ELOs ranging between 1,250 and 2,000.  Therefore I was particularly pleased with my performance in this event.





  It was this chess game that won me the best game prize of the tournament which aptly was a book on other 1 d4 openings.


Matthew Hewitt.





  EditorÌs note. - To convert the continental ELO grading into BCF grading, subtract 600 from the ELO number and divide the result by 8.  For example, an ELO grade of 1,400 equals 100 in BCF grading.


 


Matthew Hewitt v Mark Shuster


IBCA Youth Tournament Ilvesheim, 1997.





	1 d4 d5


	2 Bg5


  A quick look at my opponentÌs games beforehand revealed he enjoyed the London/Torre attack with quiet, positional (boring) chess.  Therefore this was a good way to take him out of what he knew early on.


	2 (black) Nf6


	3 e3 


  Transposing into a main line Trompovski where the bishop is retained for Íwait and seeÎ tactics.


	3 (black) e6


	4 (white) Nd2 4 (black) Bd6


	5 (white) Bd3 5 (black) 00?!  BlackÌs system has allowed him quick development, meaning that he is already thinking about opening the centre.  However, 5 for black castles is premature as the king is committed to weather the white attack.  Maybe 5 (black) e5, 6 dxe 6 (black) Bxe5, 7 c3, with a p


osition akin to a Torre, might have been better.





	6 (white) f4!?


  I really enjoyed playing this move!  At this point I could see my opponent sitting at his board thinking that Nf3 had to be played.  So therefore with relish I moved the little pawn to f4 and watched my opponentÌs surprised reaction.


	6 (black) c5 


	7 c3 Nc6!?


	8 Ngf3 Qb6!?


  Black is trying to attack too quickly while whiteÌs king is stuck in the centre.  However, his last two moves are dubious as his king-side proves to be pitifully protected.  Better is 7 (black) Nbd7 when 8 Qb6 is stronger.


  At my chess club, 7 (black) c4 was suggested with the interesting idea of a piece sacrifice to high-light whiteÌs opening advantages; however, the simple 8 Bc2 would be much safer.


	9 (white) Bxf6 gxf


	10 (white) 00!?


  Boldly gambling the pawn with attacking prospects.


	10 (black) Qxb2


	11 Qe1 Qxc3?


  Far too greedy, black needs to consolidate with 11 (black) f5, 12 Qh4 f6, but even then white has ample compensation in blackÌs shattered king-side and weak f pawn.


	12 Bxh7 +! Kxh7


  If 12 (black) Kh8, 13 Bb1! wins.  Interesting is 12 (black) Kg7, 13 Qg3 + Kh8 which might have been blackÌs best way of worming out.


	13 Qh4 + Kg6


  Prettiest, but all moves fail: if 13 (black) Kg8, 14 Ng5 with mate to follow.  Or if 13 (black) Kg7, 14 Qg4 + Kh6 (best), 15 Ng5! forcing 15 fxg, 16 Qxg5 + with a similar end to the game.


	14 Ne5 +!! fxe





Diagram after blackÌs 14th move.


	a8 bkR space bkB space space bkR space space 


	a7 bkP bkP space space space bkP space space


	a6 space space bkN bkB bkP space bkK space


	a5 space space bkP bkP bkP space space space


	a4 space space space wtP space wtP space wtQ


	a3 space space bkQ space wtP space space space


	a2 wtP space space wtN space space wtP wtP


	a1 wtR space space space space wtR wtK space





  For some reason when I was looking at this position on the chessboard I just could not see this move.  I knew there must be a win if either 


  (a): 14 (black) Bxe5, 15 Qg4 + Kh7 and the mighty 16 Rf3 rolls in.


  or (b): 14 (black) Nxe5, 15 Qg3 + (protecting e3) Kh7, 16 fxe Rg8 (best), 17 Qh4 + Kg7, 18 Qxf6 + Kh7 (18 (black) Kf8 19 Qf7 mate), 19 Qxf7 + Rg7, 20 Qh5 + Kg8, 21 Qe8 + Kh7, 22 Rf3 Qxa1, 23 Kf2 Kh6, 24 Rh3 + Kg5, 25 Qh5 mate. 


  Returning to the game


	15 (white) Qg5 + Kh7


	16 Rf3 Qxa1 +


	17 Nf1 Rg8


	18 Rh3 mate.








BCA INTERNAL GRADINGS





  N.B. - the following BCA internal gradings, which have been compiled by John Gallagher, must not be confused with your BCF grade.  Ali A.  74. Bell L. 59. Benson P. 144. Beutelhoff L. 176. Brown B. 21. Brown C. 42. Brown S. 117. Burnell S. 158. Busbridge J. 46. Campbell A. 51. Carlin G. 130. Ch


ambers C. 160. Cohen J. 12. Collison F. 60. Crombie A. 111. Doyle P. 138. Draine M. 14. Eastwick-Field S. 107. Friese E. 102. Friese W. 75. Gailans V. 102. Gailans C. 33. Gallagher J. 128. Gardener A. 86. Garnett G. 92. Gibbs D. 37. Glass G. 52. Gordon P. 103. Green E. 84. Hall R. 62. Hamari G. 5


8. Harris K. 92. Harrington R. 12. Hodgkins D. 128. Horrocks J. 122. Hewitt L. 74. Hewitt M. 100. Keating M. 150. Kelly A. 10. Lidstone J. 26. Lilley G. 184. Loftus S. 140. Long G. 60. Lovell S. 120. OÌBrien S. 108. Osborne J. 34. Mordue T. 202. Murphy R. 109. Mystery A. 51. Nair N. 85. Morris M.


 5. Parry G. 62. Patching G. 49. Perham B. 82. Phillips G. 99. Plechaty G. 97. Pohlers J. 170. Price P. 81. Reader F. 61. Richmond N. 9











CAN ANYONE HELP?





  I have a PC 486 with screen power Braille.  I am anxious to be able to find a good quality chess programme which this equipment could access.  According to information obtained to date it appears that I need a text based programme and software seems to be graphically based.


  If there is anyone who can help me I would be very grateful.


  Colin Fisher








STOP PRESS





  AGM and Congress: Swallow Hotel, Northampton: Major and Minor events.  6th - 8th March.  Entry fee: œ7.  Accommodation œ32.50 sharing twin/double room, œ35.50 single; both per person per night.  Organiser Sean OÌBrien.  Entries must be in by 31st January.  Further details in next issue.





