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EDITORIAL


  In this edition we salute a great honour bestowed upon one of our members; we wish our Olympiad team, who are shortly heading for Poland, every success, Bon Voyage, or, more appropriately, Szchescie I do widzenia; and you have the chance to read about the behind-the-scenes work of your associat


ion's committee.


  The life of your editor is very volatile.  For long periods in the year nothing happens.  Then suddenly, as deadline day approaches, the letter-box rattles as contributions to your magazine come cascading through.  While I wait for the post on the final day, the adrenaline rises, and I feel like a chess player with only two minutes left on the clock and six moves still to make!  The mind turns to Andrew Marvell's famous lines: "But at my back I always hear time's winged chariot hurrying near."  So, after all this drama, I wish to thank all those of you who sent me contributions so prom


ptly on this occasion.





  Items for inclusion in the November Gazette should reach me not later than 30th September.


	Peter Price.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS


  17th/19th November.  International Autumn Tournament.  Open to all blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of BCA.  Chesterfield Hotel, Chesterfield.  Entry £8.  Accommodation £35 per person per night - dinner, bed and breakfast.  There will be an Open event and a Minor restricted to those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  Closing date 30th September.  Organiser Stan Lovell.





  16th/18th March 2001.  Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress.  Open to all blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of BCA.  Swallow Hotel, Grantham.  Entry £8.  Accommodation £36 per person per night - dinner, bed and breakfast.  Closing date 31st January.  Organiser Stan Lovell.





  15th/22nd September 2001.  British Championship.  The Olde Barn Hotel, Marston, Lincs.  This hotel offers a high standard of accommodation, excellent playing facilities and a modern leisure suite including an indoor, heated swimming pool.  The cost of accommodation is likely to be in the region of £185 per person half board.  Open to all blind and partially sighted UK residents.  Further details in the November issue.








  Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry to BCA events and reduced rate accommodation.  Booking conditions: For all BCA tournaments.  Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender written on the back.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entry fee and full cost of accommodation to be paid in full to the organiser or to the BCA treasurer by the closing date.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £4 penalty per person. Late entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Scores gained in BCA events count in the Trevor Chapman Group Disabled Prix.





  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entries or to exclude any person from any event it runs.





	Stan Lovell.








LAST CALL FOR DUBLIN





  Members are reminded that the last and closing date for entries to the Irish Open Tournament 2000 is 31st August.  For details see last January's Gazette.


	Editor.








THE COMMITTEE AT WORK





  The idea of this feature is to keep members informed.  In an organisation with a widespread membership like ours it is not possible to achieve that feeling of belonging which can be built up in a local club.  This is an attempt to make our members feel - a part of the BCA.  The committee normal


ly meets three times each year, a few weeks before the AGM, a few weeks after the AGM and again in the autumn.  Sub-committees do most of the work via the circulation of a tape, but from time to time a sub committee will arrange a "round the table" meeting when it is felt to be necessary.





  Here is a summary of the main items discussed by the committee when it met on 6th May.  Following the decision taken at the AGM to increase the subscription rate it was necessary to amend our information leaflets.  We decided to take this opportunity to revamp our leaflet of general information


 and our fact sheet.  These have now been combined into one document.  In order to oversee the introduction of the new style British Championship we have co-opted its architect, Bill Armstrong, onto the tournament sub committee.  Our treasurer, Wendy Holmes, has been busy on the fund-raising front.  In addition to the Millennium Draw, which is now bringing in around £30 per month to the funds, and the batch of T-shirts, golf shirts and sweat shirts complete with the BCA logo which she is now selling, she was able to announce that she has obtained a grant of £2,500 from the Lloyds TSB Trust.  Our team for the Six Nations Tournament, which we will host in York from 2nd to 6th Apr


  Financial update.  Our fund-raiser, Julia Scott, has been busy trying to raise the money to send our team to the Olympiad in Poland.  At the time of writing £3,000 is in hand and other promises have been received.  The appeal letter I sent out in March has raised £1,050.  I have arranged a collection for the Merrion Centre in Leeds for 1st July and it seems likely that we are to receive just over £3,000 in sponsorship for the Six Nations Tournament.  More details next time.


  Following the approval of the new style British Championship by members at the March AGM, several have expressed concern over the future of the Minor Tournament.  Although the details have not yet been finalised the position is likely to be as follows: there will still be an event lasting for a


 week and there will still be coaching sessions for those who want them.  The event will gain in status as it will become a qualifying event for the British Championship.  The upper grading limit of 130 will no longer apply but as the top seven from the previous year's British Championship will b


e excluded the list of entries is not likely to differ greatly from the usual list of entries.  Members should be reassured by the fact that motion (G) passed at the recent AGM ensures that the proposals of the organising committee must be brought to the 2001 AGM for approval.





	Stan Lovell.








SUBSCRIPTION TIME!


  2000-2001 membership fees: may I remind members who pay annually that the subscription is due on 1st October 2000.  At the AGM in March, new membership fees of £7 per annum were agreed, with under 21s paying £3.50.  Remittances should be made payable to "Braille Chess Association" or "BCA" and 


sent to me as soon as possible.  Life membership has been increased to £70.00.





	Wendy Holmes.








MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS





  We have seen a small increase in the number of members but we still need more to increase the prize money!


  Winners of £25 since the last Gazette


April, Stephen Eastwick-Field, no. 6;


May, Stan Lovell, no. 36;


June, Sheila Milsom, no. 2


  Stop press.


  Monthly prize increased to £30.


	Wendy Holmes.








BCA T-SHIRTS, POLO SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS


  The above are now available in a variety of sizes (medium to extra-extra large) and colours.  They have been embroidered with the BCA logo and are very attractive!  T-shirts are £8.00, polo shirts are £13.00 and sweatshirts are £18.00.  They will be on sale at all BCA events or alternatively contact me for further details.





	Wendy Holmes.








SIERRA LEONE APPEAL





  Over the last few months, I have been helping a local charity, who send shipments of clothes, household items and toiletries to countries in Africa and the eastern block.  They have just linked up with a school for the blind in Sierra Leone where the children are desperate to learn Braille.


  If you have any old or unwanted items in Braille, like games, books, watches etc., perhaps you would be kind enough to send them to me and I will forward them to the charity.


	Wendy Holmes.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT


AUGUST 2000





  It's good to know that more and more material is being submitted for inclusion in the Gazette which is why I'm wasting no time in getting to the results.





35th BCA Championship


  Premier Group:


Wall - Price 1 - 0 (King's Pawn) 41


Hodgkins - Way 0 - 1 (Sicilian) 35


O'Brien - Sobers 0 - 1 (French) 48


Bryant - Hodgkins 0 - 1 (Queen's Pawn) 54


Whittle - Sproson 0.5 - 0.5 40


Wall - O'Brien 1 - 0 (Ruy Lopez) 40


Hodgkins - Sproson 1 - 0 (Modern Benoni) 42


Cohn - Bryant 0.5 - 0.5 (English) 50


McElroy - Wall 1 - 0 (Sicilian) 39


Sproson - Wall 0 - 1 no details


Way - Cohn 1 - 0 (Sicilian) 27.


Scores as at 2nd June 2000:


Way 8 - 8, McElroy 7 - 8, Wall 7 - 10, Cohn 6.5 - 9, Sobers 6.5 - 10, Bryant 4.5 - 10, Whittle 3.5 - 10, Hodgkins 3 - 10, Sproson 2.5 - 8, O'Brien 2 - 10, Price 0.5 - 10.


    Group C:


Patching - Potter 1 - 0 33.As will be seen, I have only received one result from the challenge groups.  Indeed, although the tournament started in January 1999, I have only been notified of five results from group A, five from group B, and three from group C.  There seems little point therefore in publishing tables.  May I urge those playing in these groups to notify the group leader of their results, and at the same time give players a reminder that the competition finishes on 31st October.





BCA League


Division 2.


Spink - Phillips 0 - 1 (St. Georges) 20.


Division 3.


Hodgkins - Hague 0 - 1 (Scotch) 27


Price - Hodgkins 0.5 - 0.5 (French) 32


Bryant - Bishop 0 - 1 (King's Gambit Declined) 19.


8th British Championship


Premier.


Sproson - Gallacher 1 - 0 (English) 24.


Challenge Group.


Innes - Hodgkins 0 - 1 (Four Knights) 28


Phillips - Innes 1 - 0 (Irregular) 19


Spink - Phillips 0 - 1 (St. Georges) 20


Price - Phillips 0 - 1 (St. Georges) 27


Price - Innes 1 - 0 (King's Gambit) 33.  As will be seen from the above, this is the 8th British Championship and the tournament has never attracted many entries.  There are only ten taking part in the current tournament.  In view of the lack of interest, and the fact that many members get confus


ed with the BCA Championship and the British Championship, a useful purpose may well be served by scrapping the British Championship.  If enough members feel strongly that this competition should remain, do please let me know, otherwise the current one will be the last.





Ladder Results


Atherton - Davey 1 - 0 (Polish) 34


Spink - Sproson 0 - 1 (Irregular) 31


A. Thompson - Hodgkins 0 - 1 (Sicilian) 31


Hodgkins - Thompson 1 - 0 (King's Pawn) 35.





	Sean O'Brien.








MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT





  I would like to express my congratulations to Adrian Pearson and Paula Farrant who during May got married.  Therefore, Paula Farrant is now to become Paula Pearson.


  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines.  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA they should notify the secretary, Stan Lovell.  However, if you simply have a change of address - however slight - or wish to change the medium by which you receive information then you should contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.  Obviously for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address.





  	David Hodgkins.








PERSONALIA





  It is very pleasing to report that one of our long-standing and redoubtable chess players, John Wall CBE, will be awarded a knighthood in the autumn: congratulations to you, John.


	Editor.








ADDITIONS TO CATALOGUE OF BOOKS ON TAPE





  Sicilian Najdorf, by Joe Gallagher; 0291; two cassettes and one leaflet.


  Sicilian Dragon and Scheveningen, by Byron Jacobs; 0290; one cassette and one leaflet.


  Sicilian Counter-attack, by Otto Hardy; 0289; one cassette and one leaflet.


  English with 3 (white) e4, by Miles; 0287; one cassette and one leaflet.


  Piece and Pawn Interplay, by Basman and Dickinson; G300; two cassettes and one leaflet.


  Global Opening, by Basman; 0288; two cassettes and one leaflet.


  B6, by Kapataniac; 0286; 9 cassettes.


  Black Opening, by Basman; 0301; one cassette and one leaflet.


  Centre Attack, by Basman; 0299; one cassette and one leaflet.


  Ruy Lopez and Queen's Gambit, by Byron Jacobs; 0298; one cassette and one leaflet.


  Attacking the Two Knights Defence, by Otto Hardy; 0297; one cassette and one leaflet.


  Modern Ideas in the English Defence, by Otto Hardy, 0296; one cassette and one leaflet.


  Train Yourself, by Andrew Martin; 0295; two cassettes and one leaflet.


  Disreputable Openings, by Andrew Martin; 0294; two cassettes and one leaflet.


  King's Indian and Nimzo-Indian, by Byron Jacobs; 0293; two cassettes and one leaflet.


  Benoni and French Defences, by Byron Jacobs; 0292; one cassette and one leaflet.


	Shirley Watkins, (Cassette Librarian).








HAAKSBERGEN 14TH TO 17TH APRIL 2000





  The annual tournament took place in Haaksbergen on the above dates and 13 people from the BCA travelled to Holland for the tournament.


  Four went by car which meant a very early morning start and a reasonably late arrival time in Haaksbergen.  Four went by air and their journey was much shorter.


  Five travelled by the high speed ferry from Harwich and this meant an early start for those travelling from Leamington, and a day before start for the one travelling from Penzance as the ferry sailed at 10:55 a.m. on the Friday morning.  Seats were booked in the Panorama lounge and this made th


e journey very comfortable with no fighting for seats and also meant we had an alcohol-free trip.  It should be pointed out that bars were available, but as there are no cabins on the high speed ferries and the boat was reasonably full these did become rather crowded.





  The journey out was very good as the sea was calm and you hardly knew you were moving at 40 miles per hour.  We arrived at the Hook of Holland at 3:30 p.m. and caught the train to Heneglo arriving at 7:54 p.m.


  The tournament was a great success and the ten members of the English party who played chess all did very well and their results were as follows:


  Table 1 - Geoff Brown - scored 2 out of 3 and was second.


  Table 5 - David Hodgkins - scored 2 out of 3 and finished joint first.


  Table 6 - John Gallagher - scored 2 out of 3 winning the table outright.


  Table 11 - George Plechaty - scored 1.5 out of 3 and finished second.


  Table 12 - Brian Perham - scored 1.5 out of 3.


  Table 14 - Michael Murphy - scored 1 out of 3.


  Table 15 - Phil Smith - scored 2 out of 3 and finished second.


  Table 16 - Francis Collisson - scored 0 out of 3.


  Table 18 - Hans Cohn - scored 3 out of 3 and came first.  Geoff Patching - scored 1.5 from 3 and finished second.


  The total number of points scored by the English players was 16.5 out of 29.


  We had two members in the team that won the plaque, these being Hans Cohn and Phil Smith.


  The usual hospitality was shown by our Dutch friends and I feel sure that all our members thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  I do not know how the other members of the party fared on the way home, but we travelled back on Monday the 17th catching the 10:04 a.m. train from Heneglo with the idea being that we could have a few hours in Rotterdam before travelling on to the Hook of Holland to catch the ferry at 4:00 p.m.  However, this did not happen due to the train having to be diverted owing to an accident on the line.


  Our journey back on the high speed ferry was in my opinion reasonable, but as the sea was a lot rougher the ferry was slowed down because of rolling and this made it rather difficult to walk about the boat.  However, providing you went with one blind person with a guide it was perfectly safe to go to the shop or toilet.


  The only fault I can find going this way is the fact that the luggage has to go in the hold, and when you arrive at your destination it comes out on a carousel exactly the same as luggage off an aeroplane.  This can become a problem because you have to look at it from the point of view that you have at least 1,500 passengers on the boat, and if you are looking for 3 or 4 pieces of luggage this can become a problem.  Therefore, if this method of going to Holland is adopted in the future, it is essential to ensure that each totally blind person has a sighted guide to themselves and partially sighted people I think would get away with one sighted guide to two partially sighted people.  This is purely and simply because of the fact you have to find your luggage, and getting off the boat is a bit of a scramble because the turn around time of the high speed ferry once it is in port 


is p





  The tournament for the year 2001 will be held on 20th to 22nd April and those wishing to go should contact David Hodgkins on or before 31st December 2000.


	Clive Hodgkins.








MORECAMBE MINOR TOURNAMENT 2000


  19 players took part in what could be the last Minor Tournament as we have come to know it.  It was a pleasure to have stayed at such a very friendly family hotel (the St. Winifreds) in Morecambe.  We were well looked after by Peter Gibbs and again we were so lucky to have such a lot of help from our long standing friends and members of the BCA.  To the results - the third grading prize was shared between Chris and Bob Brown.  The second grading prize went to John Busbridge who had great pleasure in playing very well indeed.  The first grading prize was shared by Alan Davey and Derek Spink who both scored 4 points.  Three players tied for second place George Phillipps, John Gallagher and Steve Thacker.  Well done to the winner with six and a half points David Hodgkins who also organised the event.





	John Gallagher.








ROGER WATERS CHALLENGE





  (To commence June 2000 for 12 months).


  Roger Waters has issued a challenge to all within BCA.  He will play one correspondence game against any member within the next 12 months.


  The first batch of games will commence on 1st June 2000 with 15 at any one time being started.  Start dates will occur within intervals of two months i.e. 1st June, 1st August, 1st October, etc. but the last date by which a player can issue a challenge is by 1st June 2001.


  Associate members can if they wish play by using written cards, otherwise all games will be played on cassette, unless other alternatives have been arranged with Roger Waters or by David Hodgkins, the challenge co-ordinator.


  Roger will donate £5 every time he wins, £10 for every draw and £15 for every game he loses.  Payment will take place at the end of a month where games finish.  Cheques will be sent to the treasurer, Wendy Holmes as and when appropriate.  Any game that Roger starts will last for a maximum of 20


 months, i.e. those commencing on 1st June will finish on 1st November 2001.  If players cannot agree upon a result, games will go for adjudication.  In this instance a record of the game and claim to the result should be sent to David Hodgkins, challenge co-ordinator.





  Upon finishing a game the result should be notified to David Hodgkins and anybody with a query/problem should also get in contact with him.


  Challenge co-ordinator - David Hodgkins - 01926 425 803.


  


  Roger Waters challenge - commencing 1st June 2000.


  Fixture list and commencement dates.


(First named player has white).


Games to commence 1st June 2000.


Roger Waters - Tyson Mordue.


Peter Gibbs - Roger Waters.


Roger Waters - John Way.


Chris Ross - Roger Waters.


Roger Waters - Oliver Sproson.


Stan Lovell - Roger Waters.


Roger Wat


ers - David Hodgkins.


John Gallagher - Roger Waters.





Roger Waters - Stephen Thacker.


Sean O'Brien - Roger Waters.


Roger Waters - Richard Murphy.


Stephen Eastwick-Field - Roger Waters.


Roger Waters - Peter Price.


Brian Perham - Roger Waters.


Roger Waters - Derek Spink.


Games to commence 1st August 2000.


Geoff Patching - Roger Waters.


Roger Waters - Shirley Watkins.


Jim Lidstone - Roger Waters.


Roger Waters - John Holmes.








OLYMPIAD NEWS BULLETINS ON THE NET


  On the 28th of August a team of BCA players will travel to Poland to represent Great Britain at the 12th Blind Chess Olympiad.  In order for those of us back home to be able to follow their progress, I hope to post regular news bulletins to the BCA website at http://freespace.virgin.net/ollie.leonard/index.htm, starting on or around 1st September.


  Bulletins will probably include round by round results, team points, tournament positions and perhaps even an occasional game.  This is a brand new use for the BCA website, so as always, any suggestions or feed back would be gratefully received!  If you have any special requests for information (for example, which openings are being played? what the Polish weather is like? or what the players are having for breakfast?) please e-mail braille.chess@virgin.net and I will do my best to provide it!


  Disclaimer: I hope to receive information for the bulletins from my wife, Julie, who will be travelling with the team.  Therefore, I must stress that the regularity of the postings will depend entirely on how often she remembers to phone me from Poland which I fear will be inversely proportional to the amount of vodka she drinks.





  Note. - All internet expressions are in lower case.


	Oliver Leonard.








BCA INTERNAL GRADES





  Hello from John Gallagher: below is the BCA Internal grades list.  Please do not mix this grade with the BCF grade.  Anyone interested or has a query with this grade please let me know and I will tell you how these grades are worked out.  Ali A. 54, Ali J. 46, Armstrong 167, Barbour 9, Brown A.


 36, Brown B. 42, Brown C. 55, Brown S. 100, Burnell S. 139, Busbridge J. 55, Cash 42, Chambers C. 153, Cohn H. 123, Collisson 36, Dale R. 50, Davey A. 84, Doyle 125, Eastwick-Field S. 114, Gailans C. 33, Gailans V. 75, Gallagher 138, Gebbie 85, Glass 77, Gordon 118, Green E. 64, Hall R. 80, Hall


 S. 55, Harrington 22, Hewitt L. 33, Hewitt M. 150, Hodges D. 24, Hodgkins 128, Horrocks 139, Keating 150, Kirkham 90, Leonard J. 110, Lidstone 34, Lilley 180, Loftus 138, Long G. 66, Long P. 50, Lovell 139, Mordue 200, Murphy R. 120, Nokes 35, Osborne 62, Parry 68, Patching 66, Pearson 80, Perha


m 85, Phillipps 105, Plechaty 84, Pohlers 184, Price 84, Rich 37, Richmond 129, Ross 185, Smith P. 119, Sobers 73, Spink 73, Thacker 109, Thompson 69, Waters 80, Watkins 60, Williams M. 50, Wragg 140.





	John Gallagher


P.S.  The most improved BCA grade is Rachael Hall with an improvement of 21 points.  Very well done Rachael.








BCA BAZAAR





  This is a BCA fund-raising enterprise.  If you have books or equipment you would like to get rid of, you are invited to advertise them in this column and to name a price.  A buyer sends the money to our Hon. Treasurer by way of a donation to the BCA.  On receipt of the donation the treasurer will notify you.  Your next move will be to send the items to the buyer.





  In this way you have parted with goods you do not need, the buyer will have acquired something he/she wants and the BCA will have benefited by a donation.


	Committee.





  Items advertised:


  "Chess Challenger" speaking computer suitable for use by blind people.  £40.


  RNIB chess and draught sets.  Suitable to use as travelling sets or for keeping positions of games.  £1 each.


  Contact Stan Lovell - address at front of this Gazette.








CHESS CODE COMPETITION





  Francis Collisson suggests that readers compete for inventing the cleverest code word or phrase meaning "Let's go to the bar" following an over-the-board game of chess.


  Golfers say: "Let's go to the 19th hole" when their game has ended, but chess still lacks such a coded phrase.


  Your competition entry, together with a fee of £1, should be sent to Wendy Holmes not later than 20th October, 2000.


  Francis will judge the winning entry; an appropriate prize of a bottle of whisky awaits the winner, and the result will be announced at the November Autumn Tournament.


	Editor.





