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Editorial

I’d like to thank those who made complimentary remarks about the quality of the gazette at this year’s AGM.  Editors rarely receive feedback, and when they do it is usually when something has gone wrong, so to hear that people are happy with what is being produced is encouraging.

Thanks are also due to Sean O’Brien for making a donation which we estimate will cover the next three editions of the gazette, and possibly go some way to offsetting the cost of the edition after that.  I don’t know if individuals within the association have sponsored the cost of the gazette before, but either way Sean’s gesture is a generous one.  This is also probably the right moment to mention some excellent public relations material generated by the sponsorship of last year’s gazettes by the Primary Club.  We were asked for some photographs for their newsletter, and so Julie, in conjunction with Stan as our public relations officer, arranged for some photographs of the AGM tournament to be taken and sent off for inclusion in the upcoming edition.  This means that subscribers to the Primary Club newsletter will see pictures of BCA members in action over the board.

One slight correction to the February 2010 edition:  In the report on the BCCL competition the BCA’s team score was given as 6.5 points, when anyone adding up the individual scores would have noticed that they only amounted to 6 points.  The eagle-eyed Peter Gibbs spotted this and enquired with the league controller, and it appears that Tristram Cole’s score was 1.5-2, not 1-2 as given in the report; thus the team’s score was 6.5 points after all.  Thanks to Peter for spotting this and helping put the record straight.

Please make a note of my new telephone number at the front of the gazette.  I have changed utility provider and decided to give up my old Cable number to give myself a chance of benefiting from cheaper phone bills when various technical changes are made at my local exchange.

Finally could you arrange for contributions for the August gazette to be with me in the first week of July.  That week is of course the concluding week of the Wimbledon tennis tournament, so I will need a job like putting the gazette together to tear myself away from the telly.

Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming BCA Events

Note: Please study the booking conditions and procedures which follow these announcements; they have been updated to take account of the latest developments.

5th – 12th June 2010. Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament. Whitehall Hotel, Bournemouth.

Cost of accommodation to members and to associate members will be £220 for the seven days.  The cost to non-members or to those booking for less than the seven days will be £39 per day.  This cost includes dinner, bed and breakfast.  There is no single room supplement.

The tournament is restricted to blind and partially sighted players and to associate members.  The grading limit will be 140.  In addition to the chess games there will be coaching for those who wish to receive it.  Please indicate if you wish to receive coaching when you send in your booking.

By the time you read this the closing date for entries will have passed and if you do decide to enter you may have to pay a £10 late booking fee.  However if you are interested and want to enquire on the off chance that a room may be available, please contact the tournament organisers, Stan and Jan Lovell (contact details on the front page).

International Autumn Tournament 2010.  
This will take place at The Old Swan Hotel in Harrogate from Friday 12th November to Sunday 14th November 2010.  It will consist of two five-round Swiss tournaments - an Open Tournament and a Minor Tournament for those whose grade or estimated grade is 100 or below.  Both tournaments are open to blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA.

The Old Swan Hotel is within walking distance of the lovely spa town of Harrogate.  Set in its own quiet gardens we believe it will be an excellent location for our Autumn Tournament.  This is likely to be a popular venue so early booking is recommended.

Owing to a generous donation from The Primary Club, the BCA has been able to provide an excellent subsidy for the Friday and Saturday Night.  The cost for members and associate members will be £35 per person per night for dinner, bed and breakfast regardless of room type.  The cost for non-members and those wishing to stay the Sunday night will be £50 per person per night.

Please note that anyone wishing to stay on Sunday night should notify the BCA when booking.  However, all payments for Sunday night accommodation must be made direct to the hotel on departure.

Payment for Friday and Saturday night accommodation and the £10 entry fee should be sent to Gill Smith by the closing date, Friday 17th September.  Any queries to the organiser, Steve Burnell, 16 Ridgewood Close, Leamington Spa CV32 6BW.  Tel 01926 339900.  E-mail stephenburnell@ukonline.co.uk.

Booking Conditions and Procedures.  

Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 25 receive free entry and free accommodation when playing in BCA events.  In certain circumstances free accommodation is available to a parent or guardian of a visually impaired junior.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received by the Treasurer or when the money has been received by the BCA bank.

Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the various hotels.  Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When sending your cheque to the treasurer, please include details of your booking requirements including:

1.  Single room, double room or twin room

2.  If you prefer a bath or a shower

3.  If you prefer a room in which you may smoke.  Please note many hotels now adopt a no smoking policy.

4.  If you will be bringing your guide dog.

5.  If you are on a special diet.

6.  If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift.

7.  If you are a wheelchair user.

8.  Any other special requirements.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may, of course, contact the organiser on any point.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment into the BCA’s account on-line or by direct bank transfer should make sure their payment is cleared by the closing date.  When this has happened inform the treasurer your payment has been made and include your booking requirements as above.

Gill may be contacted on 01454 885045, e-mail: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.

International Events

First Baltic Sea Braille Chess Cup Tournament.  Timmendorfer Strand, Germany, 15th – 23rd October 2010. 
Organised by Volkmar Luecke (chairman of the Braille Chess Club Hamburg).  Accommodation: Aura-Hotel, Timmendorfer Strand.  Price: 440 Euros per person for half board, 480 Euros full board.  There is an entry fee of 30 Euros, with an extra 20 Euros charged for entries later than May.

This tournament is open to all blind and handicapped players according to IBCA rules.  Each player may be accompanied by a person of his or her choice, who is also allowed to take part in this integrated cup.  We play seven rounds (Swiss System), 40 moves in 2 hours plus 1 hour for each player to complete the game.  We will offer an attractive tourist programme.

Timmendorfer Strand is a nice small spa situated between Luebeck and Kiel on the Baltic Sea coast. Timmendorfer Strand has a railway station of its own and is near Luebeck-Travemuende, where a lot of Baltic Sea ferries have their turn-around port.  The nearest international airport is Hamburg.  The hotel is operated by the blind community of Hamburg and it is well-known for the excellent service it offers disabled people.

For further information please contact me either by phone 0049-40-52983840 or by e-mail volkmar@wtnet.de. 
Volkmar Luecke.

Silver Jubilee Irish Open Tournament

This event will take place at the Marine Hotel, Sutton Cross, Dublin, from Friday October 1st to Monday October 4th, 2010.  Full details are available in the February Gazette, or from Eamonn Casey, telephone:  +353 44 9347997 (home number), e-mail: casbur@eircom.net. 
Philip Doyle.

Castle Chess and Spectrum Chess

I only have two events to report this time and I am afraid that I will not be able to give you a list of prices.  However, these can be obtained from the organisers and will also be on the entry forms.  Both events are weekend five-round Swiss tournaments held in luxurious hotels in pleasant locations.  Each event will have three games on Saturday and two on Sunday with the option of a half point bye if required.  The rate of play is 36 moves in 90 minutes plus 15 minutes to complete the game.

17th -18th July the Bideford Congress - The Tantons Hotel, New Road, Bideford, Devon, EX39 2HR. 
This is a Castle Chess event, run by Tony and Barbara Corfe.  There are three sections: major (grade 175 and below), minor (grade 135 and below), challenger (grade 110 and below).  For more details and to order an entry form please contact Tony Corfe on 01707 659080 or visit www.castlechess.co.uk.

25th -26th September the Portsmouth Congress, 
The Hilton Hotel, Eastern Road, Farlington, Portsmouth, PO6 1UN. 
This is a Spectrum Chess event, run by Norman Went and his wife Yelena.  Although the Portsmouth Congress traditionally is a six rounds Swiss Tournament, this year it will only be five rounds.  There are three sections: premier (grade 200 and below), major (grade 160 and below), minor (grade 120 and below).

For more information and to order an entry form please contact Norman Went on 01708 551617 or visit www.spectrumchess.com.

As Congress Coordinator for the BCA, if anybody would like to register their bookings for mainstream congresses, including overseas congresses (both mainstream and VI congresses), or if you would like to enquire about BCA attendance of any congress, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Gary Wickett. 

The 2010 AGM

The Hallmark Hotel in Derby (formerly the Midland Hotel) was once again the setting for our AGM which was held on Saturday 6th March 2010 and attended buy a total of 32 members.  The following paragraphs outline some of the more important points from the meeting.

The Derby Lions Club had made a generous donation of £500 for the AGM weekend.  The Lions had earmarked £400 of this for the tournament prize fund and had used the other £100 to provide six elegant inscribed trophies for the players finishing first, second and third in each section.  The President of the Derby Lions Club presented the trophies at the prize giving ceremony.

The Chairman spotlighted three items of recent good news.  Firstly, there had been generous donations from two BCA members, with Sean O’Brien sponsoring three issues of the Gazette while Dorothy Hodges had asked her friends to donate to the BCA instead of buying birthday gifts for her.  Secondly, Alec had recently taken over as captain of the BCA team in the British Correspondence Chess Association league and was delighted with their flying start, the team having won all five of the matches completed so far.  Thirdly, Colin Crouch had been selected to play for the IBCA team in the FIDE Olympiad in Russia in September this year.  There was a warm round of applause for Colin and the meeting sent him their best wishes.

The Chairman welcomed Gill Smith to the meeting, observing that Gill’s work had been of great help to the BCA for many years.  Gill highlighted some of the key points from the accounts for the year ending 30 September 2009.  Total income for the year was £69,970 while payments out amounted to £56,426.  Cash holdings at the year end were £122,561. 

It had been another magnificent year of fundraising by Julia Scott.  She had raised £43,403 during the 2008/2009 financial year and had also raised more than £17,000 so far in the new financial year.  The Chairman had already thanked Julia for all this work and for looking after us so well, but it was agreed that the sincere thanks of the whole meeting should be communicated to Julia.

Stan Lovell reported that a substantial publicity campaign had been carried out aimed at reaching visually impaired people who might wish to learn chess or renew their interest in the game as this could be a way of feeding into our recruitment efforts.  We would be able to help them in various ways including teaching chess at our tournaments or in an individual’s home or by supporting the setting up of a group or club for visually impaired players.  Stan asked members at the meeting to give some serious thought to whether they, or anyone they knew, could provide the sustained effort required to set up and run such a club.

The last four issues of the Gazette had been sponsored by the Primary Club and the next three issues would be covered by the generous donation from Sean O’Brien.  Guy asked for his thanks for this support to be recorded in the minutes.  There was general agreement that there had been some very good Gazettes in recent times.  Norman Wragg was asked to feed this back to Guy and to thank him for his work.

As requested at the 2009 AGM, Mark Kirkham had contacted the RNIB concerning the production of Braille chess books.  However, there were still many unknowns and it was agreed that the BCA Committee should make a further approach at a more senior level in the RNIB.

Voldi Gailans observed that we had a rather haphazard set of opening books.  He felt that it would be far better to have a more representative set of such books, with all the main branches covered, and there was support for this view.  Stan Lovell felt that we should be developing a general policy on book production, with the aim of producing a core of quality chess books of general interest.  There was some debate about whether any of the chess DVDs were accessible and it was agreed that Chris Ross and John Gallagher would investigate and report back.

Guy Whitehouse had indicated that Garde in Germany were now producing a Braille chess clock but that it was proving to be extremely difficult to obtain one for evaluation, despite various telephone and e-mail approaches to the company by different BCA personnel.  At the meeting, Chris Ross said that he had now managed to speak to someone at the company who knew about the clocks and it looked as though the matter could be resolved.

Attendance at the British Championship in August 2009 at Weston Super Mare had been disappointingly low, with very few of the stronger players taking part.  David Hodgkins said that the Tournament Sub Committee had discussed alternative options at great length but had not managed to agree a recommendation.  A wide-ranging discussion took place at the AGM covering alternative formats and timings but there was no consensus view.  One nagging doubt was the extent to which the enforced change of date of the 2009 Championship had affected attendance.  In view of all this, it was decided that the 2011 Championship would follow the normal pattern, with a one week, seven round Swiss tournament in the summer.

Stan Lovell reported that some progress had been made in the area of junior development.  A circular had been sent to accredited ECF coaches, partly asking if they would be prepared to coach for us but also asking if they knew any visually impaired players, particularly juniors.  As a result, we were currently working with a coach and two young children in Staffordshire and with a school and resource teacher in Winchester.  This was quite encouraging and we were now working with around six children up to the age of eleven.  In view of our healthy financial position, we were able to give them chess sets and pay for them to have some chess teaching.  Stan emphasised that he needed some help as he could not do all the enquiries, investigations and research himself.  He suggested that there might be people in the room who were aware of blind or partially sighted youngsters who could be approached.  He urged everyone to give the matter some careful thought and to act as recruitment officers for juniors if at all possible. 

The BCA Committee had put forward a motion that would introduce a five year membership option and would reduce the cost of life membership from £70 to £50.  The aim of the motion was to try to increase BCA membership and to have a better retention of existing annual subscribers.  The motion was passed with overwhelming support.

George Phillips expressed serious concern at the delay in finding a replacement for Roger Waters to read the Chess Magazine on to tape.  George felt that it was an excellent magazine, expertly read by Roger.  Mark Kirkham explained that he had made significant efforts but that it was very difficult to find someone who could make the regular commitment required for reading a monthly magazine.  It was agreed that every effort should be made to bring the matter to a satisfactory conclusion. 
Norman Wragg.

Tournament Director's Report

Before I begin my report, I regret to relay the sad passing away of one of our members, Joan Spink, the wife of Derek.  Although I did not know Joan personally, I have known Derek through the postal chess for about three years.  Derek has decided to continue to play in the tournament and I am sure all our thoughts are with him at this sad time.

As I was scratching around for a new set of metaphors to explore the extraordinary fascination of the postal game and which might suffice to describe its various stages, my mind was carried off from the serene world of plants and weather, and was drawn to the kingdom of the animals.  I thus would like to present you with the bird, the cat and the crocodile.  No, this is not the new Disney blockbuster or a forgotten fable of Aesop or a long lost book by C. S. Lewis, but what I seek to do in the next three issues of the Gazette is to explore what these animals can teach us about the various stages of the postal game, i.e. the opening, the middle game and the end game.  But for now, although brevity is not my natural forte, I shall defer my vain babblings and go straight to the scores.

40th BCA Championship

Premier - Group Leader David Hodgkins 

Mike Hague-O’Brien 1-0 King’s Pawn 32 

McElroy-Hodgkins 0-1 Two Knights 19 

Phillips-Whittle 0-1 English 61 

O’Brien-Phillips 1-0 Modern 48 

Hodgkins-Phillips 0-1 King’s Pawn 29 

Whittle-McElroy 0.5-0.5 King's Indian 33 

Scores: Hans Cohn 4-4, Les Whittle 3.5-5, David Hodgkins 3-4, George Phillips 3-5, Ernie McElroy 2.5-4, Sean O'Brien 1-4, Mike Hague 1-6, Lionel Bryant 0-4.

No change in the leader, however, Les has leapt from 5th to 2nd place. Still plenty of unfinished games though and a lot can happen.

Group A - Group Leader Gary Wickett 

Wickett-Pearce 1-0 Ruy Lopez Exchange Variation 44 

Patching-Pearce 0-1 Queen's Gambit Declined 39 

Scores: Gary Wickett 2.5-4, Frank Atherton 2-2, Geoff Patching 1.5-3, Jason Pearce 1.5-3, Derek Spink 0.5-3.

Well, though arguably deceptive, I must say I have never been top of any table before!  However, I have a strong premonition that my high tottering stool will soon be toppled by Frank, who thus far has a perfect score.

Group B - Group Leader Mark Hague

McGuigan-Mark Hague 1-0 Queen’s Pawn 16

Mark Hague-Gallacher 0.5-0.5 Queen’s Pawn 46 

Rees-Crombie 0-1 Bishop's Opening 34 

Scores: Alec Crombie 4.5-5, Steve Brown 3.5-5, Mike McGuigan 2-3, Mark Hague 1.5-5, Eric Gallacher 1-4, David Rees 0.5-4.

As mentioned in my last report, congratulations go to Alec who has now qualified to join the Premier next year.  Amongst the games listed is Mike McGuigan's game with Mark Hague which first appeared in last year's August Gazette.  My sincere apologies go to Mike as I had somehow recorded the names the wrong way round and Mike was thus temporally robbed of a point.  However, be assured I have now rectified the problem and given the point to its rightful owner.

BCA League 

Division 1 - Group Leader David Hodgkins

Phillips-Gallacher 1-0 unorthodox 12

Scores: George Phillips 1-1, Eric Gallacher 0-1.

Friendly Email Tournament 

Hilton-Chambers 0.5-0.5 Queen's Indian 30

Scores: Colin Chambers 2.5-3, Steve Hilton 0.5-1, Steve Thacker 0-2.
Unfortunately, we are now down to just three players, as George Phillips has had to drop out of the tournament due to other commitments brought about by the current success of his other great passion, bowls.  As you can see, it's now a two horse race.  After Colin has taken on Steve Hilton as white, all his games will be completed.  A win for Colin will secure him first place, a draw will secure him first place or joint first place, however, if Colin loses his last game, then all will depend on Steve Hilton's games with Steve Thacker.

Friendly Ladder Table 

Cuthbert-Wickett 0-1 Bishop's Opening 32 

Spink-Wickett 0-1 Four Knights 28

Wickett-Patching 1-0 Ruy Lopez Exchange Variation 36 

Butterworth-Hodgkins 0-1 Ruy Lopez 24 

Leading scores: David Hodgkins 17, Gary Wickett 15, Orlando Sobers 14, Ernie McElroy 11, Frank Atherton 10.
Gary Wickett.

Membership Secretary’s Report

I cannot emphasize enough how important it is that the guidelines below are followed.  If a member moves and their details are not passed to me, it makes it extremely difficult to keep our membership and gazette records up to date.

If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of medium.

As at the 7th January 2010 the following have become lapsed members of the BCA: Ian Clugston, Amanda Darling, Alan Dicey, Christopher Hodgson, John Kidals, Sean Marsh, Manda Stenson, Ray Warke and Sue Williams.

As members will be aware, the committee proposed a motion at the recent AGM regarding a new five year membership option and a change to life membership.  This motion was passed at the AGM and is as follows:

“That a five year membership option should be made available and that the cost of life membership should be reduced to £50.  The following arrangements will apply and appropriate changes will be made to the BCA constitution.

1. A five year membership will be available at a cost of £20.

2. This would be available to new members and existing annual subscribers.

3. After five years a member could start paying annually, take a further five year membership or convert to life membership.

4. It would cost £50 for a five year member to convert to life membership.

5. Annual subscribers would continue to pay £7 per annum.

6. Annual subscribers could convert to life membership at any time at a cost of £50 instead of the current £70, and new members taking out life membership will also pay £50.”

This motion will be in force from the 1st October 2010.

David Hodgkins.
Millennium Club Winners

Apologies to readers for the break in transmission on this topic.  Looking back through my files I notice that we haven’t had details of winners since the August edition from last year, which listed winners up to June 2009 (David Hodgkins).  The list below brings us all up to date.

Winners: 
	July (2009):
	Graham Lilley

	August:
	Geoff Patching

	September:
	Sean O’Brien

	October:
	Stan Lovell

	November:
	Louise Walsh

	December:
	Alec Crombie

	January (2010):
	Bruce Curwen

	February:
	Sean Loftus

	March:
	Sally Kenealy

	April:
	Richard Harrington


I’m sure we’d all like to thank Denise Ross for continuing to run this scheme which seems popular with members and which continues to contribute to BCA funds.  It is important that when organisations ask funders for money they can show they are taking measures to help themselves.

Gill Smith, our treasurer, adds:  Thank you for your support of the Millennium Club.  This club is a way of raising funds for the BCA by offering numbers at £12 each per year to go into a monthly draw.  Each number has 12 chances a year of winning £35.  Currently there are 70 numbers in the draw, with some members choosing to buy more than one number each.  

If you are interested in being included then please send me a cheque made out to the Braille Chess Association for £12 per number or set up a standing order to the following account:  Account name: Braille Chess Association; Sort code: 30 96 20; Account number: 0029 6072.

Every month I check through the statement from the bank and let Denise Ross know of payments made so she can maintain her list of Millennium Club members.  Each month Denise draws a number and lets me know who to send a winner’s cheque to.

Free Computer Training

As a result of a recent donation  to the BCA from the Lionel Wigram Memorial Trust, we have been asked to publicise the services of U Can Do IT.  This is a charity that provides free computer training to disabled people in their own homes on their own computers.  The charity does not cover the whole of the country and so, if you were interested, it would be necessary to check whether they had a tutor in your area.  Their telephone number is 020 7730 7766.

There is more information about the charity on their website at www.ucandoit.org.uk.  For example, for a list of the areas of the country they currently cover, click on the link “learn” and then on the link “find a tutor”.  I appreciate that you might not be able to do this for yourself but there may be a friend or relative who could help. Go for IT! 
Norman Wragg.

6-Nations Tournament in Switzerland

Hans Cohn writes:  This was the twentieth occasion of this event being held in the nearly 50 years of the IBCA’s existence.  It started as a friendly get-together between the same six countries, Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland and the UK, but on the last few occasions one or other country has found itself unable to muster the four players required, and other countries, usually from Scandinavia, have stepped in to plug the gap.  This time France dropped out and Austria in.

The venue was Glarus, a small country town, capital of the Canton of Zürich and about forty miles from that city.

The BCA has always used this tournament to give members a trip abroad who do not usually make the top spots for events such as the Olympiad or the World Cup.  This puts the UK at a disadvantage against teams which send their best or second-best selection.  I hope someone will correct me if I am wrong, but to the best of my recollection, we have never won this event, even on the few occasions that we have hosted it.  However, we have usually if not always come 2nd to Germany.

This time our team consisted of Steve Burnell, Bill Armstrong, Philip Gordon and myself.  Only one of us had been among the select few to represent the UK at the 2007 Diamond Jubilee at Durham, two were relatively inexperienced in international events and one, at 86, was superannuated.  However, what we lacked in strength was amply made up for by fan support.  Barbara and Colin Chambers and Moira and Les Whittle made the trip with us for a pre-Christmas break – one up on the thousands who fell foul of the bad weather during the festive season – and, while they were not quite able to produce a “Mexican wave”, their support before every round was certainly most welcome.

The writing was on the wall from round 1: we lost to the Netherlands, probably for the first time ever, yours truly alone preventing a complete whitewash.  We managed our usual complete whitewash of Switzerland and also beat Belgium, but inevitable defeats against Germany, though only by the narrowest of margins, and Austria, left us in 4th place.  Individual scores were: Burnell 2 (from 5), Armstrong 3, Gordon 2, Cohn 2.5.  Patricia Armstrong and Norman Andrews completed a harmonious assemblage: not a harsh word was spoken throughout the whole trip.

We must be just about due to host the next event, and if we do I hope we manage to assemble a team that can show our members and supporters what stuff we are really made of on the chessboard! 

Windermere Chess Theme Week

Les Whittle writes: The 17th Chess Theme Week organised by the illustrious and effervescent Peter Gibbs took place from Saturday, 23rd to Saturday 30th January 2010.  There were over 30 of us present, 15 trainees and 6 tutors, Peter himself and Colin Chambers, Ernie McElroy, Sean Loftus, Norman Andrews and myself.

On the Sunday and Monday there were 2 training sessions each day.  Tuesday was a free day when the hotel organised a boat trip around Lake Windermere in the morning and a minibus ride through the countryside to Hawkshead in the afternoon.  The hotel also organised 2 quizzes and a bingo evening as well as 3 half-day trips, one to a garden centre at Ambleside, another to Grizedale Forest and a third to Grasmere.  Besides all this, our ever-dependable Sheila Milsom produced one of her quizzes on Wednesday evening.  And on Tuesday evening we had our own female answer to Leonard Sax, Joan Shorrock, who organised what I would call a ‘BCA variety show.’

However we must not forget this was a chess week.  On the Wednesday the ‘time handicap’ competition started and by Thursday lunchtime we knew the 6 finalists:  Mark Hague, Geoff Patching, Stan Saunders, George Phillips, Gary Wickett and Michael Meaney.  By Friday lunchtime we knew that George had won the trophy with a score of 4.5 points, with Gary in second place a point behind, and a tie for third between Michael, Stan and Geoff.  For those who wanted still more chess there was a simultaneous display in the afternoon.  At the closing ceremony that evening Peter presented the trophy to George and a vote of thanks was extended to anyone who had helped in any way. 
Finally I should mention that next year the chess theme week will be from 22nd to  29th January.  The cost will be £329, but if you book 3 months in advance a discount of 10% will be given, reducing the cost to £296.10.  This week is popular, so do not delay booking too long!
BCA AGM Tournament

The 2010 BCA AGM and congress took place at the now very familiar Derby Hallmark Hotel, formerly known as the Midlands Hotel, from the 5th to 7th March.  The event was very well attended with 14 players in the open event and 12 in the minor section.  On the Saturday night, the peak night for room bookings, we had a total of 41 of our members staying at the hotel.  We had a couple of newcomers to welcome at the event, young Michael Lowery from Newcastle and veteran chess player and Uncle to Mark Kirkham, Lewis Jones.  Both of these players benefited from schemes designed to encourage BCA membership by giving free tournament places to the under 25’s and free or reduced cost of a place for a newcomer’s first BCA tournament.

As tournament organisers, Lea and I would like to thank Stan Lovell and the members of the tournament sub-committee for all their assistance, and also Gill Smith for her assistance with the bookings and financial side of the tournament.  I would also like to thank Gerry Walsh and Julie Leonard for their faultless organisation of the chess tournament and Sheila Milsom for organising the raffle.  I must also thank all our sighted BCA members whose kind help and assistance to visually impaired members made the whole weekend flow smoothly.  Also a big thank you must be extended to Derby Lions who supplied 6 magnificent trophies for the open and minor tournaments, one of which I am now a proud owner!  They also generously supplemented the prize fund which ensured there were many good prizes to be won, by a high proportion of the chess players.

I’d like to say the weekend went without a hitch but regrettably the hotel, now under new management, appears to be doing its level best to lose its 4-star rating.  After the weekend it became apparent that many had suffered long delays while being served their evening meals and as a consequence some had to miss their last course to be in time for the evening chess round.  There were also complaints about the lack of staff available to help at breakfast times and the quality of the food on the Friday and Sunday evenings.  These complaints are now being addressed by the committee and it is hoped the hotel will be able to guarantee better quality and service before being booked for subsequent events.  It would be a great shame to lose this conveniently located venue as it has served us so well in the past, especially as Dawn, their events organiser, is one of the best facilitators I’ve ever had the pleasure of working with.  Hopefully expert organisers like Stan can apply pressure on the hotel management to rectify these complaints.

As for the chess, I myself had a terrifically exciting chess tournament in the minor competition.  At the end of round 4 I had 3.5 points, George Phillips had 4 and Phil Smith and Gary Wickett were both on 2.5.  Going into my last game with George I knew if I beat him I would take first place, 2nd if I drew and probably 3rd place if I lost, so you can imagine my nerves were all a jangle at the thought that at last I might win the minor, a goal I’ve had ever since I started playing in the tournaments.  Alas I’m afraid it wasn’t going to be my heyday as George, playing black succeeded in outwitting me by playing the relatively rare Albin counter gambit which went 1 d4 d5, 2 c4 e5. Tragically, for my 3rd move I played C takes D? instead of the essential move D takes E and consequently by move 7 I’d lost material and from then onwards my game went rapidly downhill, as did my aspirations for the tournament.  However as it turned out I had previously won games against Geoff Patching and Richard Harrington who both finished with good points which resulted in me managing to pip Phil in the tie break to take 2nd place, my best ever placing. 

The open was won by Chris Ross with a clean sweep.  On the tie break Tristram Cole came 2nd, Steve Hilton 3rd and Bill Armstrong 4th all finishing with 3.5 points.  Other players who had good tournaments were David Hodgkins, Roger Waters, Geoff Patching and Lewis Jones who all won grading prizes in their respective groups.

Lea and I both enjoyed organising the tournament and it was made so much easier by the many people who assisted us with the task.  It was a great relief for me having Lea to do the speeches, as I dislike this task and luckily for me she has a real flare for this duty.  Lea comes across naturally and has the ability to find the right words to suit the occasion, a real gift in my opinion.  In the run up to the tournament it was relatively easy to collate people’s room requirements and work out chess groupings by plugging all the data into an Excel spreadsheet for reference.  The task of organising a tournament is not too arduous, so if you fancy a try at organising an event, or would just like to be the lead for a single tournament then please contact the BCA committee as they are looking for possible organisers for the British and Steve Eastwick-Field Memorial tournaments. 
Mark Hague and Lea Ryan.

BCA AGM Tournament 2010 - Final Standings and Prizes by Julie Leonard

Here are details of the final standings and the prize winners:-

Open

Ross 5, 

Cole, Hilton and Armstrong 3.5, 

Hodgkins 3 (grading prize A), 

Waters (Grading Prize B), Stan Lovell, Les Whittle, John Gallagher 2.5, 

Sobers and S. Brown(shared Grading Prize C) 2, 

Richard Murphy 1.5, 

Blencowe 1, 

Kirkham 0.5.

Minor

Phillips 5, 

Mark Hague and Smith 3.5, 

Patching (Grading Prize A), Lewis Jones (Grading Prize B), Voldi Gailans 3, 

Wickett 2.5, 

D. Gibbs, Osborne, Harrington 2, 

Hodges 1, 

Lowery 0.5.

Editor's note: 
Peter Gibbs has told me that in the March/April edition of 'Chess Moves', the ECF has done the BCA proud about the AGM Congress at Derby.  It describes the event as a 'chess extravaganza'.  The rest of page 1 is taken up with a photograph of George Phillips receiving his Minor Section prize from Derby's first citizen and news about it.  “Page 3” (no less!) shows Chris receiving his prize and there are also photographs on that page of the following in play: Bill Armstrong, David Hodgkins, Mark Kirkham, Orlando Sobers, Steve Hilton, Voldi Gailans and Michael Lowery.  Page 4 deals in depth with the BCA's comprehensive development programme aimed at encouraging more visually impaired people to take up chess and enjoy its benefits.

Braille Chess Books Give Away

The following Braille chess books are free to whoever first makes contact:

Chernev: Chess Strategy and Tactics, 1 volume;

O'Kelly de Galway: Assess Your Chess Fast, 3 volumes

O'Kelly de Galway: Improve Your Chess Fast, 2 volumes;

Sergeant: Championship Chess, 3 volumes;

Winkelman: Modern Chess Endings, 2 volumes;

Yates and Winter: Master-Play, 1 volume.

All in good condition. Contact Paul Benson.
Editor’s note: 
Readers who are not on the e-mail user group might be interested to know that Steve Burnell made a similar offer regarding some chess books and old chess magazines.  The offer was made on the 5th April, but you still might want to enquire just in case.  Steve’s contact details are in the Forthcoming Events section at the end of the entry describing the International Autumn Tournament.
