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Editorial

I am extremely grateful to the Primary Club for agreeing to sponsor the gazette for the rest of this year.  I am equally delighted to say that Sean O’Brien has agreed to sponsor the gazette for the whole of next year.  I am sure you will all join me in saying a big thank you to both sponsors.

Can I draw your attention to Steve Burnell’s request in his announcement of the Autumn International Tournament that the BCA will be committed to the numbers given to the hotel by the closing date.  It is therefore very important that if you are intending to play in that event, you must enter by the closing date.

Whilst on the topic of that particular tournament, it is being played in memory of a great former member of the association and former editor of this gazette, Peter “Dai” Price. I was at an RNIB’s campaigners convention this weekend (28th-29th March) and met someone from Birmingham Focus on Blindness.  It turned out she lived in Harborne and knew and remembered Peter.  “He was unusually well thought of, that fellow,” was her remark.

Finally can I have all contributions for the next issue by 5th July.  

Thanks, 

Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming Events

Note: Please study the booking conditions and procedures which follow these announcements; they have been updated to take account of the latest developments.

22nd – 29th August 2009.  British Championship.  Dauncey’s Hotel, Weston-super-Mare.

Cost of accommodation to members and associate members:  £220 for the week. The cost to non-members and to those booking for less than a week will be £40 per day.  These rates include: Dinner, bed & breakfast. Entry fee for those participating in the tournament is £10.

The closing date for entries is 31st May.  Bookings and entries after this date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £10 late booking fee.

Dauncey's is a family run hotel where the food is good and the staff are friendly and helpful.  One of its most popular features is the extensive terrace which faces the sea, where many guests congregate for an enjoyable social evening.  It is around 20 minutes reasonably flat walk to the town centre, and there are plenty of places to stop for a beer, a cup of tea or an ice cream en route.

The British Championship is open to UK blind and partially sighted residents and, subject to numbers, there will also be a minor event for players of a lower rating.  The first round will take place on the evening of Saturday 22nd August and other rounds will start at 10am each morning.  There will be plenty of time for socialising and sightseeing.  We are particularly keen to welcome new members and first timers in all our events.  Please refer to the booking conditions and procedures at the end of this article.

Organisers: Stan and Jan Lovell, tel: 01642 775 668; email: stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk
Peter Price Memorial International Autumn Tournament, 13th – 15th November 2009. 

This will take place at The Legacy Hotel, Chesterfield.  There will be an open and a minor section, both of which will be open to visually impaired players and associate members of the BCA.  Assuming the ECF goes ahead with its intention of using the new grades when the grading list is published in July, the grading limit for the minor will be 100 in the new system.

This year the Tournament will be held in memory of Peter Price.  Juliet Reeve is making a generous donation to supplement the prize fund and is donating three trophies for retention by the players finishing first, second and third in the minor.

The Legacy Hotel is one which the BCA has used on several occasions in the past, though not recently.  It is conveniently located about five minutes walk from Chesterfield railway station.  The hotel has a swimming pool and is very close to Chesterfield town centre.  Guide dog owners should be aware that facilities for dogs are limited, though they have proved adequate in the past when we have used this hotel.

Note, this tournament is being organised through a travel company rather than directly with the hotel.  Once the closing date has passed, the BCA will be committed to the numbers we have given to the company.  Therefore, it may be difficult to accept late entries, so everyone intending to play is strongly advised to enter by the closing date.  This also means that for this Tournament only, anyone wishing to stay on the Sunday night will need to book this with the organiser by the closing date, and pay the additional cost direct to the BCA.

Accommodation prices for BCA members and associate members are as follows:  Friday and Saturday night stay  in double/twin room - £95 per person; Friday and Saturday night stay in single room - £100 per person; Friday, Saturday and Sunday night stay in double/twin room £128 per person; Friday, Saturday and Sunday night stay in single room £136 per person.

Prices for accommodation for non-BCA members can be obtained from the organiser.  The entry fee is £10.  The closing date for entries will be 11th September.

Organiser: Steve Burnell, 16 Ridgewood Close, Leamington Spa, CV32 6BW.

Email: stephenburnell@ukonline.co.uk. tel 01926 339900.

The AGM and Congress in 2010 will take place from 5th – 7th March at the Midland Hotel, Derby. 

The Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament will take place at the Whitehall Hotel, Bournemouth, from Saturday 5th to Saturday 12th June 2010. 

Further details in the next issue.

Booking conditions and procedures. 

Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 25 receive free entry and free accommodation when competing in BCA events.  In certain circumstances free accommodation is available to a parent or guardian accompanying a child.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or BCA.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post-dated cheques are not accepted.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking fee.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the tournament organiser.  Bookings are completed only when full payment has been received by the BCA finance officer or when the money has been transferred and received by the BCA’s bank.

Payments can only be refunded within the time limits set in the terms and conditions of the various hotels.

Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

All cheques for entry to and accommodation at BCA events should be sent to the BCA treasurer, Mrs Gill Smith, 58 Foxfield Avenue, Bradley Stoke, Bristol, BS32 0BW, tel 01454 885045, email gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.

When sending your cheque please include details of your requirements including: 

1. Single, twin or double room;

2. If you prefer a bath or shower;

3. If you prefer a room in which you can smoke (note that many hotels are implementing a complete non-smoking policy);

4. If you will be bringing a guide dog;

5. If you are on a special diet;

6. If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being near a lift or with a minimum number of stairs to climb;

7. If you are a wheelchair user;

8. Any other special requirements.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may of course contact the organiser on any point if you wish.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment direct into the BCA account on-line or by direct bank transfer may do so, but please make sure your payment is cleared by the closing date.  When this has happened, inform the finance officer your payment is made and include your booking requirements as listed above.  Gill may be contacted in Braille, print, on tape, by email or by telephone.

The BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Mainstream Events Under One Roof

Stan Lovell and Gary Wickett have sent in the following details of events where the chess venue and the accommodation is all under one roof.  I have combined their separate contributions into one article.

From Stan: 

For those who prefer hotel venues for chess tournaments where finding your way from digs to venues can be a problem, you might care to try the South Lakes Congress which is held at the Cumbria Grand Hotel, situated in a country setting near Grange-over-Sands.  The event takes place from 5th to 8th June.  At the time of going to press only twin or double rooms are available and the single room supplement is very high.  Cost for two persons sharing: £42 per night bed & breakfast, £59 per night dinner, bed and breakfast.  

More details from T. Blower, tel: 01229 472100 Email: trevor.blower@tesco.net.

If you hear of any other congresses which take place under one roof let us know.

From Gary: 

Castle Chess.  26th -27th September, The Tantons Hotel on Bideford Quay, New Road, Bideford, North Devon  EX39 2HR.  This weekend congress is a five round Swiss tournament with five categories.  Sections include an Open (for all standards), Premier (under 175), Major (under 150), Minor (under 125) and a Challengers group (under 100).  I have pasted below details from the Castle Chess website.

Castle Chess invites chess players for a weekend’s congress in a comfortable hotel environment with scenic views over the River Torridge.  The Tantons is a 3 star hotel offering more than 50 bedrooms, each with its own private bathroom, direct dial telephone, radio/alarm clock, hairdryer and facilities for making hot drinks.  Car Parking is on the road outside the hotel, if you are lucky, or in a public car park, with a small daily charge.  It is necessary to cross the bridge to get to the car park.

BOOKING ACCOMMODATION: This should be done through Castle Chess to gain the best rates.  There are 30 rooms reserved by us until 31st August.  Early booking is advised.

PACKAGE TYPES (Entry Fee of £30 is included): B&B “A” Single 1 night £90; “B” Single 2 nights £145; “C” Single 3 nights £200; “D” Twin 1 night £75 per person; “E” Twin 2 nights £110 per person; “F” Twin 3 nights £145 per person.  Evening meals may be booked at the hotel for £10 for two meals.  Non-Players may deduct £30 from the cost of their room.  Entry Fee Only: £30.

Please contact Tony Corfe from Castle Chess,  telephone:  01707 659080.

Spectrum Chess.  25th -27th September, Portsmouth Congress held at the Hilton Hotel, Eastern Road, Farlington, Portsmouth PO6 1UN.  This is traditionally a six round Swiss tournament, with the first round being held on Friday evening and three rounds on Saturday.  It has unfortunately clashed with the Castle Chess congress at Bideford.  I don’t have any details of prices at this stage, but will hopefully publish these in the August Gazette. For more information and for booking, please contact Norman Went from Spectrum Chess, telephone: 01708 551617.

If anybody would like to register their bookings for mainstream congresses, including overseas congresses (both mainstream and VI congresses), or if you would like to inquire about BCA attendance of any congress, please do not hesitate to contact me as congress coordinator for the BCA.   

Grass Roots Scheme

The first year of this programme ends 30th September.  To date, six members have received a subsidy to assist them to meet the costs of participating in a mainstream event.  If you qualify and you have not yet applied for a grant, we will be pleased to hear from you.  If you are not sure if you qualify, contact one of the members named below and we will tell you.

In order to qualify for a subsidy next year you will need to have competed in at least one BCA event between 1st October 2008 and 30th September 2009.  So if you did not compete in the Autumn last year or March this year, the British Championship in August this year is your last chance.

Starting next year the subsidy available to qualifying members is £150 which can be taken in two grants of £75 or one of £150.  You will also be able to use this subsidy for an overseas event.

The whole point of this scheme is to fuel grass roots development.  Don't be shy to use it.

Contact persons: 

Stan Lovell, tel: 01642 775668, email: stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk; 

Bill Armstrong, tel: 01538 341446 email: wgarmstrong@aol.com; 

Gary Wickett, tel: 0121 358 1892 email: wickettchess@btinternet.com.

Please note: If you intend to participate in a mainstream event and would be happy for other members to join you, send details to Gary. Several members have said they would feel more comfortable participating in mainstream events if other members were with them. 

Stan Lovell.

IBCA Matters

I am glad to finally be able to meet requests for a section in the gazette dedicated to IBCA matters.  This particular section is brief, but there is always room for it to be expanded if necessary.

Steve Hilton sent a link around to a new IBCA website: http://ibca-info.org/.  It has links on it to reports of previous tournaments and to upcoming tournaments, as well as details of the IBCA board and how to contact IBCA.  It is envisaged that this website will be an important tool in enabling the various chess associations for the blind to keep in touch with each other.  This should mean that work (for example to develop chess sets or clocks) will not be needlessly duplicated.

In the meantime I’m sure everyone in the association wishes Steve well in his new role.  He seems to have hit the ground running! 

Guy Whitehouse.

The 2009 AGM

The Midland Hotel in Derby was once again the setting for our AGM which was held on Saturday 7th March 2009 and attended by a total of 31 members.  The following paragraphs outline some of the more important points from the meeting.

The Chairman remarked that it had been a magnificent year, certainly the best one during his times as Chairman.  He spotlighted the very successful Louis Braille Bicentenary Tournament in Edinburgh at the start of 2009, the launch of the grass roots project which had got off to a flying start, the excellent performance of the Olympiad team in Crete in October 2008 and an astounding year of fundraising.  He thanked everyone who had contributed to the work of the BCA during the year.  He also congratulated Steve Hilton on being elected IBCA Secretary General.

Richard Kidals drew attention to the tremendous performance by Julia Scott who had raised £43,900 during the financial year.  One of the highlights of that year was a donation of £4500 by Winton Capital to help with funding the Olympiad squad in Crete.  The Chairman revealed that Winton Capital had very recently pledged a further donation of £7000 for the World Cup later this year which was excellent news.  He added that we were very fortunate to have Julia Scott as our fundraiser but this should not stop individual members from undertaking fundraising activities and he invited members to let the committee have their ideas.  

Guy Whitehouse announced that the Primary Club had donated £2000 to sponsor the next four issues of the Gazette and Sean O’Brien would be sponsoring the following three.  Sean received a warm round of applause for this generous support.  

Stan Lovell had been conducting a large scale campaign to send material about the BCA to local voluntary societies and talking newspapers in the hope of recruiting new members.  There had been a good response so far from the societies/newspapers themselves and it was now a question of waiting for individual VI people to contact us.  Stan emphasised that all members should be recruiting officers and publicity officers.

There was considerable debate on the production of Braille chess books by the RNIB.  It became apparent that many members were unsure about how to find out about such books.  There was general agreement that when a chess book was produced by the RNIB it should be advertised in the BCA Gazette and Mark Kirkham agreed to deal with this.  He also agreed to talk to the RNIB, and possibly to the Scottish Braille Press, on the whole question of production of Braille chess books.

Guy Whitehouse reported that an order for 30 chess sets had been placed with a producer in this country.  He added that dealing with the Indian supplier of chess sets had been fraught with difficulties and he was very pleased to have found a UK producer.

Guy also reported that the German manufacturer, Garde, was planning to start producing tactile chess clocks.  This had not been known when we had started the project in which the RNIB were adapting normal chess clocks for us that we had supplied to them.  We had now instructed the RNIB not to adapt any more of the clocks until the Garde clocks were available and we could assess their suitability.  As for talking digital clocks, a prototype model was due to be available from India in the near future and it was agreed that there was no point in trying to pursue a similar project of our own until the Indian position was clear.  

As reported in the February 2009 Gazette, ECF grades had deflated over the years.  For example, a player graded 125 some years ago might only have a grade of 100 now even though his/her playing strength had not deteriorated.  The effect was more pronounced at lower grades than higher ones.  The ECF were planning to produce inflated grades in July 2009 in order to restore the situation to what it would have been if deflation had not happened.  This would have implications for the grading limits of BCA tournaments.  It was a question of getting the right balance between having enough players eligible for a particular event but excluding the stronger players.  Philip Gordon suggested that a limit of 140 for the Stephen Eastwick-Field Tournament and a limit of 100 for the minor sections of weekend events and the British Championship were about right.  There was general support for these suggestions but the final decision was left with the BCA Committee.

Stan Lovell provided an update on the grass roots scheme.  He explained that 30 members were eligible to make a claim under the scheme in the year to the end of September 2009 but only six had taken advantage so far, and so any fears that too much money might be spent were proving to be groundless.  He went on to outline proposals for extending the scheme.  The subsidy for an individual member would be increased from £100 to £150 which could be claimed for two weekends or for one longer event.  Also, the scheme would apply to overseas events such as the open events in France, Belgium, Ireland and The Netherlands or even mainstream overseas events.  The proposals represented another step forward in grass roots development, sharing the support we give right through the membership, and were agreed by the meeting.  It was agreed that Gary Wickett would act as the congress coordinator for any events including international ones.

A number of motions had been put forward for discussion at the AGM.  Phil Gordon had proposed that the Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament should be played over seven rounds, with the extra round being played on the evening of the rest day.  It was clarified that anyone not wishing to play on that day could take a half point bye. The motion was passed by 10 votes to 3, with 11 abstentions.

There were also two motions put forward by the BCA Committee concerned with aspects of the BCA Constitution.  One of them proposed that junior associate members should receive free membership of the BCA until the age of 18 and this was passed by 17 votes to 1 with 3 abstentions.  The other motion was introduced in order to allow the BCA treasurer to receive a modest income.  The Chairman explained that trustees could not be paid simply for being trustees, but that an individual trustee could be paid for a professional service if it was in the best interests of the charity.  The motion was passed unanimously.

Steve Hilton had attended the IBCA general meeting on behalf of the BCA during the Olympiad in Crete and his report had been published in the February Gazette.  He drew attention to an important change regarding the 2009 World Cup.  It would not now be hosted by Azerbaijan, but instead it was likely to be held in Turkey around October/November.  

Richard Kidals reminded the meeting that he had resigned as treasurer at the 2008 AGM but had agreed to stay on for an extra year to help with the transition period.  He explained that Gill Smith had done an excellent job for the BCA during the year, working closely with Ian Bain, our professional accountant.  The Chairman emphasised that the transition was very important and thanked Richard for his help during this period and for his presence at the AGM.  Gill Smith was duly elected as our official treasurer. 

Mark Hague had decided that he would not seek re-election as Postal Tournament Director.  Instead he and Lea Ryan would be undertaking tournament organising, starting with the 2010 AGM weekend.  The Chairman was asked to write to Mark to thank him and send him a small gift in recognition of his three years of valuable service.  Gary Wickett was elected as the new Postal Tournament Director. 

Bill Armstrong had indicated in his report that he did not want to continue as Junior Development Officer.  As a result, Stan Lovell was elected into the role to head a small junior development group.  

Andy Smith, a new member, said how welcome he had been made to feel in the BCA.  He was receiving some chess coaching from John Gallagher using Skype as a means of talking to each other free of charge through their computers.  John offered help to anyone who wanted to know more about Skype.  The Chairman observed that this example combined traditional cooperation of the BCA and new technology.

Chris Ross explained that Malola Prasath, who had visited us at the International Autumn Tournament in November 2008, was very keen to coach members.  One option would be to do it through Skype.  Anyone interested should get in touch with Chris. 

Norman Wragg

Membership Secretary’s Report

I cannot emphasise enough how important it is that the guidelines below are followed.  If a member moves and their details are not passed to me, it makes it extremely difficult to keep our membership and gazette records up to date.

If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: 

David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of medium.

David Hodgkins.

Tournament Director’s Report

This is my first Gazette report as Tournament Director.  Before I go any further, I am sure that everyone reading this will echo my thanks to Mark Hague for the great job he has done as TD for the last three years and I am sure that he and Lea will do an equally excellent job at organising events.

I often think of postal chess being a little like gardening.  Just as the gardener patiently watches and waits to see his flowers or crops poke their way through the surface of the nurtured soil, and then begin to bud, blossom and bloom; so as the year progresses, the various games start to take shape and bring forth fruit.  The watchful eye of the gardener tends his crops with plenty of care and attention, and in like manner, the seeds of the games of the postal player need to be sown into the soil of patient learning, and the shoots watered with the fresh pouring springs of deep careful thought, the radiant sunshine of ideas and imagination, and the needful protective pesticides of a vigilant watchful eye.  

I write this to try and inspire those readers who have never tried postal chess before and disregard it as a slow cumbersome way of playing chess.  My personal testimony is that since I have played postal chess, I have found a new and exciting anticipation for the postman’s arrival.  The other great thing about postal chess is that I have found that at  any time of the day when I am unoccupied or troubled, my mind can find wonderful pasture amongst those games that become quite familiar places of reflection and wonder; finding happy solace in that sacred place where rooks and pawns, queens and knights, bishops and kings silently seek cunning conquest in their unfathomable sphere of squares.

Well, before I get too carried away in the poetical world of metaphors and romance, and make too dainty the cruel crushing blows of the gentle war,    I will get down to the all important business of  scores.

40TH BCA CHAMPIONSHIP

GROUP B: GROUP LEADER MARK HAGUE  

Crombie – Gallacher 1–0 Scotch 31 

Crombie - Mark Hague 1-0 Sicilian Dragon 33 

(these games were finished quickly as they were played by email.)

Scores: Crombie 2-2, Gallacher 0-1, Mark Hague 0-1.

BCA LEAGUE

LEAGUE DIVISION 1: GROUP LEADER DAVID HODGKINS

Gibbs - Atherton 0.5-0.5 Queen’s Pawn 29

Crombie – Atherton 0-1 Queen’s Pawn 29 

Atherton - Bryant 0.5-0.5 Polish 25 

Atherton - Hodgkins 1-0 Queen’s Gambit 32 

McElroy - Crombie 0.5-0.5 Ruy Lopez 37.     

Scores: Atherton 3-4, Crombie 2.5-4, McElroy 1-2, Bryant 1-3, Gibbs 0.5-1, Hodgkins 0-2.

Frank Atherton and Alec Crombie currently leading but too early for any predictions. 

LEAGUE DIVISION 2: GROUP LEADER MARK HAGUE 

Mike Hague – Mark Hague 0–1 Queen’s Pawn 59 

Bishop – Patching 0.5–0.5 unknown 

McGuigan – Brown 0.5–0.5 English 45 

McGuigan – Gallacher 0–1 English Defence 32 

Patching – Mike Hague 0–1 Unknown 39 

Mark Hague – Patching 1–0 Queen’s Pawn 51 

Mark Hague – Bishop 1–0 Queen’s Pawn 20. 

Scores: Mark Hague 4.5–6, Mike Hague 4–5, S. Brown 2 – 4, Patching 2.5–5, McGuigan 1.5–5, Gallacher 1–5, Bishop 0.5–2.

Both Mark and Mike Hague appear to be the clear favourites for promotion at this stage.

LEAGUE DIVISION 3: GROUP LEADER GARY WICKETT 

Spink - Richardson 1-0 Colle 30.   

Scores: Phillips 6–6, O’Brien 2.5–4, Spink 2.5–5, Wickett 2.5–6, Cuthbert 1.5–5, Rees 1–2, Richardson 0–4.
As previously reported, George Phillips is the clear winner of Division 3 with a perfect score.  The other player due promotion is a three horse race at this stage between Sean O’Brien, Derek Spink and David Rees, Sean being the leader at this juncture but with all to play for.

LADDER TABLE

Hodgkins - Couchman 1-0 King’s Pawn opening 32  

Wickett - Spink 1-0  Queen’s Gambit declined 21  

Wickett - Patching 1 – 0 Ruy Lopez 18.  

Leading scores: Sobers 14, Patching 13, Hodgkins 11, Atherton 10.  
Gary Wickett     

News from the Technical Sub-committee

In an update to Norman’s report on the AGM, I have now been told production of the Braille mechanical chess clock by Garde will not begin until the summer.  I’d like to thank Anton Lindenmair in Germany who is keeping a monitoring brief on this for the technical sub-committee.  Assuming production does go ahead, news will appear in this gazette.  In the meantime we do have some of the clocks adapted by the RNIB.

We have heard that the talking digital chess clock under development in India will speak 4 languages, English, German, Russian and Spanish.  Steve Hilton is keeping an eye on this one in his role as IBCA secretary, so thanks are due to him for that. 

Steve is also monitoring developments on “a single piece chess set” due to be available from India in July.  Steve is actually meeting a key contact from India at the World Junior Championships for the Visually Impaired in Sweden in June.  It should be said that dealing with Indian suppliers in the past has been difficult, though the option shouldn’t be ruled out if we can get a UK distributor.  Again, in the meantime we will have 30 sets from our UK supplier shortly after this gazette lands on your doorstep.  I should correct the measurements I gave in the AGM; it is the playing area that will be 24cm. To remind people, the board will sit in a tray making the set suitable both for those who want prisons and also those who don’t. 

Guy Whitehouse.

AGM Tournament 2009

It was with some relief that when we walked into the Hallmark Hotel, [formerly the Midland, Derby], we found the refurbishment, which had caused us such disruption and inconvenience in November, was completed.  During the weekend we found that service was getting back to something like normal, but that it still had a way to go before it was back to the standard we have come to expect from this hotel.

This report deals with the chess content of the weekend.  News of the decisions taken at the AGM will appear elsewhere.

In all, there were 26 competitors, 14 in the open event and 12 in the minor.  We were pleased to welcome Jan Boer and Gerard de Lange from the Netherlands, and Andy Smith, a new member playing in his first BCA event.  Our arbiters, Julie Leonard and Peter Gibbs, ran the tournament efficiently and with the minimum of fuss.

The first two rounds in the open went to form, and when Graham Lilley drew with Tyson Mordue in round 3 this allowed Chris Ross, who had won his game, to slip into a half-point lead.  David Hodgkins scored a creditable draw against a higher-rated opponent, Steve Hilton.  Phil Smith was forging ahead in the minor with three straight wins, including a win against George Phillips, and seeing his other main rival, Steve Brown, lose to Jim Cuthbert.

Before the start of round 4 we learned Tyson Mordue had withdrawn.  Chris and Graham drew their encounter, which allowed Gerard de Lange, who was coming up on the rails, to join Graham just half a point behind Chris.  In the minor Phil Smith clinched top spot, with a game in hand, when he defeated Steve Brown. Geoff Patching, still recovering from a major operation, scored a fine win against Jim Cuthbert, and our new member, Andy Smith, had cause for celebration having scored his first win in a BCA event.

In the final round of the Open Tristram Cole held Chris Ross to a draw, but as Graham Lilley and Gerard de Lange also drew, Chris was left the clear winner, half a point ahead of Graham Lilley, Gerard de Lange and Steve Burnell.  Phil Smith drew his final game in the minor against Voldi Gailans which gave him first place, a full point ahead of George Phillips with Orlando Sobers, Steve Brown, Voldi Gailans and Geoff Patching sharing third place.

Final Placings. 

Open: 

Chris Ross 4, Graham Lilley, Gerard de Lange and Steve Burnell 3.5, Les Whittle, Tristram Cole, Steve Hilton and David Hodgkins 2.5, Richard Murphy and John Gallagher 2, Jan Boer and Philip Gordon 1.5, Roger Waters 1. Tyson Mordue withdrew when on 2.5-3.  

Grading prizes were won by Gerard de Lange and David Hodgkins.

Minor: 

Phil Smith 4.5, George Phillips 3.5, Orlando Sobers, Steve Brown, Voldi Gailans and Geoff Patching 3, Jim Cuthbert and Gary Wickett 2.5, John Osborne and Dorothy Hodges 2, Andy Smith 1, Richard Harrington 0. 

Voldi Gailans, Geoff Patching and Dorothy Hodges won grading prizes.

As is usual in our events, we all benefited from the help and assistance of our friends and associates, and the magnificent sum of £181 was raised in the raffle organised by Moira Whittle.  We are always happy to welcome new members and new participants in our events.  

Stan Lovell.

Chess Theme Week at Windermere

The 16th Chess Theme Week was held at The Windermere Manor Hotel, Windermere, from 24th to 31st January 2009.  In total, 30 people attended.  Of these, 7 provided coaching and 13 received coaching.  The other 10 worked steadily behind the scenes to ensure a delightful week was had by all.  As usual, the week was organised by Celia and Peter Gibbs and, also as usual, they made an absolutely splendid job of the task.

Theoretically we were there for the chess theme, and this certainly played a part.  We had the chess coaching, chess tournament and a simultaneous event.  Coaching was provided by Peter Gibbs, Tyson Mordue, Colin Chambers, Les Whittle, Ernie McElroy, Sean Loftus and Norman Andrews.  Towards the end of the coaching I lost a game to one of my trainees, Jim Cuthbert.  Does this make me a good coach or a bad one!!

The trainees were divided into three groups for the tournament.  Unfortunately, due to illness, Garry Wickett was unable to participate.

Section A: Steve Thacker won with a maximum of 3 points, Jim Cuthbert finished 2nd with 2 points, Bob Brown was 3rd with 1 point and Allen Richardson 4th with 0 points.

Section B: there was a triple tie for 1st place on 2 points between Chris Brown, Stanley Saunders and Michael Meaney.  Dorothy Hodges finished 4th with 0 points.

Section C: George Phillips won with a maximum score of 3 points, followed by Richard Harrington on 2 points, Ann Saunders on 1 point and Shane Hall on 0 points.

The Section winners then played in the final group for the cup.  The 2009 tournament was won by Steve Thacker with a maximum of 4 points.  Congratulations Steve.  George Phillips came 2nd with 3 points and Michael Meaney 3rd with 2 points.  Stan Saunders scored 1 point and Chris Brown scored 0 points.  Well done all of you.

The Chess Theme Week started at The Cliffden Hotel, but latterly has always taken place at The Windermere Manor Hotel.  The 15 previous winners of the tournament are given below.  Sadly this hall of fame includes friends no longer with us:- 1994 Des Watkins; 1995 Geoff Patching; 1996 Shirley Watkins; 1997 Geoff Patching; 1998 Geoff Patching; 1999 Eric Gallacher; 2000 Alan Davey; 2001 Alan Davey; 2002 Steve Thacker; 2003 George Plechaty; 2004 George Plechaty and Phil Gordon; 2005 Steve Thacker; 2006 Phil Gordon; 2007 George Phillips; 2008 George Phillips and Steve Thacker. 

The chess element of the week was strongly flavoured by a variety of social activities, which included evening entertainment and day time excursions.  There were bingo sessions organised by Mary Cuthbert and the hotel, quizzes organised by Sheila Milsom and the hotel, an outside entertainer who had quite a few old creaking bones on the dance floor, our own entertainment organised by Joan Shorrock who had a wealth of talent at her disposal, etc.  The outings included trips to Hawkeshead, a boat trip on Derwent Water plus picnic aboard, the Hayes Garden Centre and Wordsworth’s Grassmere.

Is chess an art, is it a science, is it a sport or just a hobby?  Whatever the answer, it was certainly the driving force behind an excellent week at the Windermere Manor Hotel.  In case you are tempted by my enthusiasm, the 17th such event will be at the same venue next year from 23rd to 30th January. The full cost is £322. Book early to avoid disappointment and, of course, to gain the 10% discount price of £289.80. 

Colin Chambers.

A Tyson 4NCL Special

Tyson sent this game in for inclusion in the gazette.  It’s a win in the 4NCL from last year.

Mordue-Jones

Sicilian

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Bg5 e6 7 f4 Qb6

The famous ‘Poisoned Pawn’ line.  Black forsakes his development to grab a Pawn with his Queen.  The main line is 7 -Be7, while 7 -Qc7, 7 -Nbd7 and 7 -b5 (the Polugayevsky variation) are all viable alternatives.  After the text White can go 8 Nb3, but it really is much better to play a gambit.

8 Qd2 Qxb2 9 Nb3

In the famed Spassky-Fischer match Spassky played 9 Nb3 in the 7th and 11th games.  In the 7th he was lucky to escape with a draw after some untypically sloppy technique by Fischer in an endgame where the American had an extra Pawn.  However, Spassky’s powerful approach in the 11th game brought him a crushing victory in 31 moves, although Fischer could have resigned on move 24 with his Queen trapped and a Rook and Knight en prise as well.  This game put 9 Nb3 well and truly on the theoretical map.  I was so impressed by that game that I’ve never played the previously popular 9 Rb1.

Many years later I was doing some preparation in anticipation of a Poisoned Pawn and reading through John Nunn’s book on the Sicilian Najdorf when I got a pleasant surprise - one of my own games had been quoted!

One of the characteristics of the 9 Nb3 line is that there are tactical chances to trap the Black Queen.  Right now White threatens 10 a3 and 11 Ra2, hence Black's reply.

9 -Qa3 10 Bxf6 gxf6 11 Be2 h5

This move prevents Be2-h5 and was Fischer’s choice in the 1972 match.  Black can instead choose to play -Bg7, -0-0, -Kh8, and -Rg8, while White goes Bh5 and f4-f5 to pressure the light squares.  This actually happened in Mordue-Shapland, Hereford 2008 (I won in 29 moves).

12 0-0 Nd7 

Spassky-Fischer 11th match-game 1972 continued 12 -Nc6 13 Kh1 Bd7 14 Nb1 Qb4 15 Qe3 d5? 16 exd5 Ne7 17 c4 Nf5 18 Qd3 h4 19 Bg4 Nd6 20 N1d2 f5 21 a3 Qb6 22 c5 Qb5 23 Qc3 fxg4 24 a4 h3 25 axb5 hxg2+ 26 Kxg2 Rh3 27 Qf6 Nf5 28 c6 Bc8 29 dxe6 fxe6 30 Rfe1 Be7 31 Rxe6 1-0.

The text was new to me and only features in four games in my database.  I played the usual continuation of tucking the King into the corner before committing my pieces.

13 Kh1 Be7 14 Bf3

Clearing the E-file and pointing the Bishop at Black’s Queenside.  I decided that I didn’t want the thorn in my side of -h4-h3.  The weakness on g3 doesn’t seem important, as a black Knight is hardly likely to arrive there in the near future.  Alternatives are 14 Nb1 and 14 Qd4, but both sides are keeping their cards close to their chests here and avoiding really committal moves.

14 -h4 15 h3 Nc5 16 Rad1

This move is a partial bluff.  Ideally I’d like the Rook on the C-file, but I have to wait for Black to exchange Knights on b3.  Whether he wants to is a moot point, but I thought that by playing Rad1 it might put Black off playing the natural -Bd7.  It did!

Victor now settled in for a long think while I settled in a comfortable chair at the other end of the room.  My opponent was clearly suffering from a cold and I didn’t want to catch anything - other than his King or his Queen, that is.

16 -Rb8 

Victor discovers that 16 -Bd7 17 e5! is not appealing.  With Black’s King in the centre any line-opening sequence is to White’s advantage.  If 17 -dxe5?? 18 Nxc5 wins a piece.  Better is 17 -Nxb3 18 cxb3 d5 19 exf6 Bb4 (not 19 -Bxf6 20 Bxd5! and Black could be in trouble).

He decides to get his Rook off the h1-a8 diagonal and venture -b7-b5, but now castling Queenside is no longer possible.  Meanwhile White continues to build up in the centre.

17 Rfe1 b5 18 e5

For better or worse White forces Black to define the central structure.  Both of us thought that 18 -fxe5 19 fxe5 d5 was asking for a sacrifice on d5, Victor suggesting 20 Nd4 first.  Hence his choice to open the D-file in the belief that with his two Bishops controlling d6, d7 and d8 he should be safe.

18 -dxe5 19 fxe5 Nxb3

Exchanging Knights before White gets the chance to play Nb3-d4 and into the weak square on c6.  Around here White deliberately avoids Bc6+, because it would just present Black with a tempo to centralise his Queen with -Qc5.

20 cxb3 f5

Black has the two Bishops, but opening lines with 20 -fxe5 is just playing into White’s hands because of his superior development.  With the text he hopes to shuffle his King to g7 and some sort of shelter.

At this point I determined that the Black Bishop on e7 was the glue holding Black’s position together.  There is only one White piece that could realistically hope to eliminate it, so my remaining steed sets off on a journey.  The target square is c6.

21 Ne2 Kf8

This move threatens the skewer 22 -Bb4 now that Qd8 is no longer mate.  A crucial alternative is 21 -Qc5 bringing the Queen back into play.  Fritz suggests the line 22 Nd4 Bb7 23 Bxb7 Rxb7 24 Rc1 Qd5 25 Rc8+ Bd8 26 Rd1 0-0 27 Nxe6 fxe6 28 Rxd8 and White regains his Pawn.  The resulting ending is probably drawn though.

22 Nd4 Bb7

This time 22 -Bb4 is answered by 23 Qg5 Bxe1 24 Nxf5! and Black is crushed on the dark squares that his Bishop has just abandoned.  If 24 -Qe7 25 Rd8+ mates.

An obvious improvement is 23 -Be7, but after 24 Qe3 White has gained a useful tempo - here 24 -Bc5 25 Nxf5! makes the point quite forcefully.

The regrouping of the Queen doesn’t fare so well here.  If 22 -Qc5 23 Nc6 Rb6 24 b4! Qc4 (the only square!) 25 Nxe7 Kxe7 26 Qg5+ mates again.

If instead 22 -Qc5 23 Nc6 Rb7, then 24 Nxe7 wins material, because 24 -Rxe7 loses to 25 Rc1 and the loose Bishop on c8 falls.

These lines demonstrate that Black has problems with the co-ordination of his pieces due to his lack of development and his misplaced Queen (a characteristic of the Poisoned Pawn line).  White is also dominating the open lines so Black must be careful.

With the text Black prepares to take the Knight if it lands on c6.  Naturally White is happy to exchange Bishops as his f3 Bishop is probably his least effective piece.

23 Bxb7 Rxb7 24 Nc6 Kg7

Once again 24 -Qc5 to regroup the Queen is an important alternative.  After 25 Rc1 Black has two choices, the endgame with 25 -Qd5 and the middle game with 25 -Qb6.

After 25 -Qd5 26 Qxd5 exd5 27 Nd4 (avoiding pins on the C-file) followed by 28 Rc6 White is doing very well and can expect to regain his Pawn minus soon.  This is probably Black’s best line.

Instead 24 -Qc5 25 Rc1 Qb6 26 Nxe7! now works well as Black can’t recapture with the Queen.  Taking with the King is a disaster after 27 Qg5+, so instead 26 -Rxe7 27 Rc8+ Re8 28 R1c1 Qb7 29 Rd8! leaves Black short of moves.  Fritz has the nice line 29 -f4 30 Qxf4 Rxd8 31 Qf6, neatly emphasising the lack of co-ordination between Black’s pieces.  White regains his Rook with a strong initiative.

Even worse is 28 -Rxd8 29 Qxd8+ Kg7 30 Qf6+ Kh7 31 Rd1! (threat 32 Rd4 and 33 Rxh4+ mating) 31 -Qa7 (the only square that defends f7 and controls d4) 32 Rd3, and there is no defence to 33 Qxh4+ and 34 Rg3+.

Note how Black’s h8-Rook does nothing in any of these lines.  Also the semi-open G-file is a big problem for Black.  If his f5 Pawn was back on g6, Black would have a reasonable position.  The immediate transfer of the King to g7 instead of bringing the offside Queen back into play meets with an intriguing riposte.  Take a good look at this position.

25 Re3!?

This surprising move enhances White’s options tremendously.  Victor took twenty minutes over his reply.  This note shows why.  He had a lot to think about.

The main strategic point is that White threatens 26 b3-b4 after which the black Queen is forced to an even worse square on a4.  The immediate 25 b4 is answered by 25 -Qg3 and now Black’s Queen assists in the defence of the Kingside.  This is why I am refraining from Nxe7 while the Queen can recapture.

White has good prospects on the Kingside as long as the black Queen isn’t helping out, see the variations in the last note.  Also the Rook can go to d3 or c3 or possibly b3 (after b3-b4 Qa3-a4) to wall in the black Queen.  It can even go to g3 in certain lines because the pin 25 -Bg5? is refuted by 26 Rg3! hxg3 27 Qxg5+ Kh7 28 Rd4 and the only move preventing 29 Rh4 mate is 28 -f4.  However, White just needs to avoid 29 Rxf4?? Qc1 mate by the accurate 29 Qxf4, after which 29 -Qf8 30 Qg5 Qh6 31 Rh4 wins.  Note once again the collapse occurs after the elimination of the black Bishop, and how the black Rooks have no constructive role in the defence here.

It is now too late to bring the Queen back.  After 25 -Qc5, 26 Rc3! Qb6 27 Nxe7 Rxe7 28 Qg5+ Kf8 29 Rc8+ Re8 30 Rd7! clearly emphasises the disparity between attack and defence.  Even agreeing to enter a disagreeable endgame with 26 -Qd5 is no good as White declines with 27 Qc1! Qe4 28 Nxe7, and you can guess the rest.

25 -Kg6?

Victor tries to force -Bg5, but after the following incarceration of the black Queen the white pieces rush to attack her exposed partner.  Fritz suggests activating the Rooks with either 25 -Rc7 or 25 -Rc8, and even hints that 26 g4!? might be the answer to the latter.  This is certainly a powerful indication of White’s attacking potential and something we’ll come back to.

26 b4 Qa4 27 g4!

The striking blow indicated in the last note.  Open lines are imperative when attacking.  White is almost certain of opening the G-file here.  However, the position is far from simple.  You may wish to make a separate note of the current position before starting on this long annotation.

First of all the question of whether White can actually trap the Queen here has been raised.  Here’s a line suggested by Fritz. 27 Rb3 Bg5 28 Qb2 Rc7 29 Rd6 R8c8 30 Ra3 Rxc6! and now both 31 Rxc6 Qd1+ and 31 Rxa4 Rxc1+ 32 Kh2 Bf4+ 33 g3 R8c2+ win for Black.  This seems convincing enough.

Secondly Fritz claims that 27 Nxe7+ Rxe7 28 g4 is a better move order, and it could be right.  Certainly after 27 g4 f4 I’d have played 28 Nxe7+, and after 28 -Rxe7 almost any sensible move of the e3 Rook (say d3 or b3) followed by 30 Qxf4 is very strong.  The exclusion of the black Queen from the defence is the key factor.

Finally there is the intriguing question of what I would have done after Victor’s sensible post-mortem suggestion of 27 -Bg5 28 exf5+ Kh7!  It’s worth writing these notes just for this point alone.

I had originally only looked at 28 -exf5 29 Rg1 and the Black Bishop must fall soon.  I’ve already said the position is far from simple.  There are lots of possible moves on both sides.  Fritz claims 29 Rg1 Bxe3 30 Qxe3 Rg8 31 Rxg8 Kxg8 32 Qg5+ wins.  This is based on a combination of getting the white Queen on a square where it rules out -Qd1+ and playing f5-f6.  This is a very long calculation and a typical example of a computer program doing some number-crunching.

My instinctive reaction was 29 Qd3 Bxe3 (I never entertained 29 -Qxd1+ 30 Qxd1 Bxe3 and indeed after 31 fxe6 - threatening 32 Qd3+ picking up the Bishop - Black has no co-ordinated defence against Queen, Knight and two advanced Pawns) 30 f6+ Kg8.  At this point I was certain the attack should crash through, but try as I might I couldn‘t produce a convincing line.  The best I could find was 31 Ne7+ Rxe7 32 fxe7 Kg7 33 Qd8 forcing promotion, but now 33 -Qxb4, and Fritz claims Black is even better.  After 34 Qxh8+ Kxh8 35 e8-Q+ Kg7 Black threatens 36 -Qe4+ amongst other things.

Time for another look. 27 -Bg5 28 exf5+ Kh7! 29 Qd3 Bxe3 30 f6+ Kg8.  Look again.  It’s worth it!  31 Qe2 is a very good try.  Victor and I succeeded in convincing ourselves (and I later convinced GM Matthew Turner amongst others!) that 31 -Rh6 was a good defence, and it is after 32 Qg4+ Rg6 33 Rd8+ Kh7 34 Qh5+ Bh6.  In fact Fritz proves it does win after 31 Qe2 Rh6 32 Rg1+! Bxg1 33 Qg4! Rg6 34 Qh5+ Rh6 35 Qxf7+ Kh8 36 Qg7 mate.  Credit to you if you found this line in full.

However, the really beautiful line is the wonderful yet logical retreat 31 Qb1!!  I’m certain I would have found this over the board if we had reached this position.  Now Black is faced with the threat of 32 Rd8 mate because the Queen still controls h7.  The black Rooks are almost irrelevant here.  Note how the Knight on c6 prevents -Rb8 as a defence in every line.  The desperate 31 -Qxd1+ 32 Qxd1 leaves Black facing 33 Ne7+ and 33 Qg4+ and there is no defence to both.

The only apparent defence is 31 -Bb6.  White’s constant problem here is getting an effective check on the G-file but now he can finally force it, and a bit more to boot!  32 Rd8+!! Bxd8 33 Qg1+ Kf8 34 Qg7+ Ke8 35 Qxh8+ Kd7 36 Qxd8+! Kxc6 37 Qd6 mate!

Back to the game after 27 g4!  Black decided to capture directly.  Taking en passant leads to annihilation after 28 Rxg3+ Kh7 29 Nxe7 Rxe7 30 R1g1.

27 -fxg4? 28 Rg1!

Now Black doesn’t even have the desperate -Qxd1+.  White’s major pieces converge on the hapless black King and there is now no parry.  Both the thematic 28 Nxe7+ and 28 Re4 also win.

28 -g3

If 28 -Bg5 29 Rxg4 Rh5 30 Rf3 (threat 31 Rf6+) 30 -f5 31 exf6 Kh6 32 Qd8 storms through. Fritz adds 32 -Qc2 33 Ne7 Qc1+ 34 Rg1 just in case you need convincing.

29 Rexg3+ hxg3 30 Rxg3+ Kh5

After 30 -Kh7, White ‘ladders’ his way in with 31 Qd3+ Kh6 32 Qe3+ Kh6 33 Qe4+ Kh6 34 Qf4+ Kh5, and now either 35 Qxf7+ or 35 Qg4+ mate soon.

After the text White finally plays the thematic capture of the bishop, and Black has no way of ultimately stopping the mate on g5 except by giving up his stranded Queen.

31 Nxe7 1-0.

Tyson Mordue.

Obituary

Sir John Wall CBE died unexpectedly on 30th November 2008; he was 78 years old.

Born in East Finchly he lost his sight at the age of 8 through glaucoma.  He attended Worcester College for the Blind, as it was called then, and won a place at Balliol College Oxford to study jurisprudence.  Having graduated he went to work at the National Association of Local Government Officers before moving into private practice 18 years later.

He involved himself in many of the leading organisations promoting the welfare of the visually impaired.  He was chair of the London branch of the National Federation of the Blind in the sixties and also of the RNIB.  Later he chaired the Hampshire Association of the Blind, the Southern and Western Regional Association of the Blind, the Wireless for the Blind Fund, and he was also a trustee of St. Dunstan’s from 1990 to 2000 when he became its chairman.  He was also integral in setting up the Confederation of Tape Information Services, and is reputed to have written the constitutions of 8 charities!

His interests in the welfare of the visually impaired were not limited to activities in UK based organisations.  He was chair of the UK European Disability Forum during the eighties and nineties, until it was wound up due to lack of government funding.  He led the UK delegation to the European Blind Union and the World Blind union for the best part of 20 years; he actually published a history of the World Blind Union in 2008.  It was through his involvement in this work that I first met John.  We had collaborated briefly on his campaign to preserve blind people’s entitlement to sending articles for the blind abroad free of charge, and he was also campaigning to have the definitions of goods adapted for the blind to be brought up to date so as to include computer programs and the like.

I actually met John in person at the World Blind Union seventh general assembly in Geneva last year; we sat opposite each other at the breakfast table more or less every day, and I found him to be someone who was invariably friendly and interesting to talk to.  We discovered a common interest in classical music, and he and his second wife were going on to a classical music festival in Lucerne at the end of the assembly.

John’s legal career seemed to hit the proverbial discrimination ceiling when he applied to become a judge.  He was turned down essentially on the grounds that being blind he could not deal with the paperwork and could not inspire those around him with confidence.  He persevered and was appointed deputy master of the high court in 1991.  He was awarded the CBE in 1994 and knighted in 2000.

John’s chess career seems to have gone through two distinct phases.  He began by being an active over-the-board player, and famously defeated the former world champion, Dr. Max Euwe, in a simultaneous display in Worcester.  He continued to play chess at university, but gave over-the-board play up so as to further his career, and this meant that he rarely met most BCA members.  However, although John did not play over the board, he was very active in correspondence chess, playing for the BCA team in the British Correspondence Chess League and for Middlesex in the county correspondence championship.  His name appears several times on the Tylor shield for the BCA’s postal championship, his last win being in the 38th competition.

John is survived by his four sons from his first marriage (his first wife, Joan, died of cancer), and also by his second wife Friedel, a volunteer reader whom he married some years after Joan’s death.  John’s passing produced a large number of goodwill messages, and Lord Colin Low of the RNIB is collecting these and making a book out of them.  The BCA would like to extend its commiserations to John’s surviving relatives. 

Guy Whitehouse (with some material provided by Hans Cohn and Ray Hazan).

