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Editorial

First I would like to thank the Steel Charitable Trust for kindly agreeing to meet all the costs of production for this edition of the gazette. As mentioned in my last editorial they also met the cost of the February gazette. This is very generous indeed, and special editions of the gazette with ‘sponsored by the Steel Charitable Trust’ have been sent to the trust as a token of our appreciation. 
The August and November editions of the gazette are also going to be fully sponsored, this time by the Ulverscroft Foundation. This effectively means that all the costs associated with the production of the gazette throughout 2008 have been met by our two sponsors. This is particularly useful as having to shift the production of the master copy for the audio version of the gazette to the RNIB at Tarporley has incurred further cost. I have already passed on the association’s thanks to our sponsors for their generosity. 
We have also received another donation from Wilkinson’s Hardware Company to the value of £875. The BCA is grateful to Wilkinson's Hardware Company for their generous donation. The money will be used to fulfil the aims of the charity during 2008. The committee is delighted that Wilkinson's were able to support us once again, having supported us over the past few years. 
I’m sure you’d all like to join me in extending particular thanks to Denise Ross, Chris’s mother, as she takes on the running of the Millennium Club. You can read her article on the club a little further on. 
Finally can I ask people to let me have entries for the August gazette by 8th July at the very latest. I am on holiday from 10th to 20th July and must send in copy to the RNIB before I go, so unfortunately can offer no leeway this time round. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming Events

Saturday 12 to Saturday 19 July 2008. Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament. 
Whitehall Hotel, Bournemouth. Cost to members and to associate members £129.50 for 7 days dinner, bed & breakfast and including entry fee. 
The change of venue and dates is due to the closing of the Tralee Hotel at short notice.  We are hopeful that the Whitehall Hotel will prove to be a friendly and comfortable venue for this event.  All eligible members should, by now, have received notice of this change, but if you have been missed, please accept our apology.  In order to secure a booking you will need to apply immediately to Stan & Jan Lovell, address below. 
9 August 2008. Rapid-Play Tournament. Midland Hotel, Derby.

We have made a provisional booking to run a rapid-play event with the following time table: Round 1 12pm to 12:50pm; Break for a sandwich; Round 2 1:30 PM to 2:20  PM; Round 3 2:30 PM to 3:20  PM; Cup of tea time; Round 4 3:40 PM to 4:30 PM; Round 5 4:40 PM to 5:30 PM followed by prize-giving. The rate of play will be all moves in 25 minutes for each player.

At present we have not received sufficient entries to go ahead.  If you wish to participate, please contact Stan Lovell by 6th May. Stan Lovell: 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL, tel: 01642 775668, email stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk.
14/16 November 2008. International Autumn Tournament, Midland Hotel, Derby. 
This Tournament will be open to all blind and partially sighted players and associate members of the BCA. There will be a Major Open event, and a Minor event for those whose grade (or estimated grade) is 80 or below. Many members will be familiar with this hotel and its excellent facilities. It is in an ideal location being situated very  close to Derby Railway station.

The cost of accommodation for members and associate members is £42 per person per night for a shared room, and £47 per night for a single. For non-members and for those wishing to stay on the Sunday night the rates will be £47 per person sharing and £52 for a single. Entry fee is £10 if received by the closing date of 12 September.

On the Saturday evening there will be a bring and buy sale to raise funds for The BCA. Please start saving good quality unwanted items and bring them along to the Tournament.

Please send entries to the organiser, Steve Burnell, 16 Ridgewood Close, Leamington Spa, CV32 6BW, telephone 01926 339900, email stephenburnell@ukonline.co.uk.

Booking Conditions. 
VH UK residents under the age of 25 participating in BCA events receive free entry and free accommodation.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or B.C.A..  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked. Postdated cheques are not accepted. Entries and bookings received after the advertised closing date are subject to a £6 late booking penalty and are accepted subject to the discretion of the tournament organiser.

Those booking on-line or by telephone banking must ensure their payment is cleared by the closing date and must inform the treasurer and tournament organiser.

Those booking extra nights are requested not to send payment for the extra nights to BCA as this should be paid to the hotel. It is, however, necessary for them to inform the tournament organiser in order that their rooms may be reserved.

Special requests for room requirements etc should be made to the tournament organiser and not to the hotel. 

BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. Name: Braille Chess Association; sort code: 405240; account number: 00082456. If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. Solihull tournament 2006.

Spectrum Chess
The BCA is seeking to encourage more of its members to enter external congresses, which can only result in positive publicity for our association.    In another article in this issue of the Gazette, you can read all about a motion that was passed at this year’s AGM for the BCA to help fund any of its members and a chosen companion who wishes to enter such an event.

However, in this article I want to specifically inform BCA members of the Spectrum Chess congresses.  I also hope for Spectrum Chess to be a regular feature in the Gazette, with tournament dates, BCA member successes and any other news and information.  For this reason, whether wisely or foolishly, I have offered my services to take up the reins and give this a try. 

Spectrum Chess is mainly run by two lovely gentlemen, Tony Corfe and Norman Went, who will make you feel extremely welcome.  In most of the congresses, and in all of the congresses listed, both the chess and accommodation are housed in the same hotel. Each congress normally has four separate tournaments, catering for various abilities from novices to Grand Master standard.  There is also a quick fire tournament for those who have a taste for the more reckless style of chess.

Spectrum now hold about six congresses a year in various locations.  The tournaments are usually played in five rounds, three on Saturday and two on Sunday, using the Swiss method, with the offer of a half-point bye if requested.  The only exception to this is the Portsmouth congress, which traditionally is six rounds, the first being on the Friday evening.

The hotels Spectrum use are excellent quality, and with the new offer of the BCA to help cover your expenses, why not give it a try?  I will list the dates, venues and prices of the rest of this year’s congresses at the bottom of this article. 

It was identified at the AGM, that one of the barriers that sometimes prevents some BCA members from taking the plunge and going along to sighted congresses, is the daunting thought of finding oneself in the position of being the only VI in the congress and being alone in a strange hotel.  It was therefore suggested that we should introduce a system to identify the number of BCA members attending external events.  Therefore, I have also offered my services to be a sort of external congress coordinator, and am willing to collate a list of people wishing to attend various external events, mainly focusing on, but not limited to, Spectrum Chess.   Could I ask anybody who wishes to attend any of the events listed below, therefore, if they would be good enough to contact me, either by phone, email or letter, so I can have a record of numbers for the various congresses.  

The entry fee for all Spectrum congresses is £28.  All the hotel prices below are for half board accommodation. 

19 – 20 July The Tantons Hotel, Bideford, Devon.  
Single room for two nights is £114 and £72 for one night’s accommodation.  
For a twin room per person the cost is £104 for two nights and £67 for one night’s accommodation.

26 – 28 September the Hilton Hotel, Portsmouth.  
Single accommodation for two nights £152 and £92 for one night.  
For a twin room two nights £132 per person and £82 for one night’s accommodation.

22 – 23 November The Izaak Walton Hotel, Peak District.  
Single room is £152 for two nights and £92 for one night’s accommodation.  
Twin room is £132 for two nights per person and £82 for one night’s accommodation.

If you wish to book up for one of these tournaments or you wish to get further information, please contact the organisers Norman Went on telephone 017085 51617 or Tony Corfe on 017076 59080.  You can also find out more by logging on to www.spectrumchess.com.

Gary Wickett      

Millennium Club

As at the time of writing, the winning numbers this year are:

January: 
4 
Chris Brown

February: 
18 
Shirley Watkins

March: 
68 
Celia Gibbs

April: 

81 
Les Whittle

Members will not necessarily be aware that I have taken over the running of the club from the very capable hands of Richard Kidals. Any enquiries regarding the millennium club should be addressed to me. I will be contacting some shortly concerning subscriptions and other related matters.

It would be extremely useful for me if BCA members were able to set up a direct debit with their banks and pay into the BCA account on a regular basis, as cheques mean I have to keep verifying with the association’s treasurer which payments have been sent in. This may mean that I could contact you requesting further payments for the club, when in fact you have already sent a cheque! May I request that when you send your latest subscriptions for the millennium club, that you send me a note in whatever medium you care informing me of your latest payments. I am happy to receive correspondence in Braille, print, on cassette, by email or by telephone.

May I remind people that to join the Millennium club, it will cost you £12 per year for a single number. A number is drawn at the start of the month and the results advertised here. Naturally, the more people that join the club, the more money can be won! So come on, send me some numbers, after all, £12 is just a snip per year!

I hope that I can serve the association well in this regard.
Denise Ross.
Notes on the 2008 AGM

The Midland Hotel in Derby was once again the setting for our AGM which was held on Saturday 29 March 2008 and attended buy a total of 35 members.  The following paragraphs spotlight some of the more important points from the meeting.

The Chairman observed that there was a lot to look forward to but, before leaving our anniversary year, he wanted to pay tribute to all the people who had contributed to its success.  These people had already been thanked but he wanted to place formally on record how grateful he was.  

Richard Kidals emphasised what a tremendous fundraising result had been achieved, with over £40,000 being raised by Julia Scott in the year ending 30 September 2007.  The meeting showed its appreciation with a warm round of applause and the Chairman was asked to make sure Julia was made aware of how much her work was appreciated.  The new financial year had also got off to an excellent start with over £17,000 being raised so far by Julia.  There was further good news in that a contract had been put in place for Julia to continue fundraising for the BCA for at least the next three years.

Mark Kirkham explained that the Committee had decided to change the title of his post to “Audio Librarian” in order to reflect the fact that we were now offering material in other formats such as CD.  He emphasised that this did not mean that we were ceasing to produce material on cassette but we had to face the fact that the cassette was gradually being phased out and that the cost of servicing the machines was increasing.  

At the 2007 AGM, concern was raised over the relatively sparse amount of new material being produced for the cassette library.  Mark reported that rather more material had been produced this year and that more was in the pipeline.  He had also now managed to get in touch with Michael Basman’s Audio Chess Library.  Mark had been informed that the library had not produced any new material for at least ten years but that, if there were any titles in their back catalogue we did not already have, then we could buy them at half price.

Another point of concern at the 2007 AGM was why members were not using the cassette library very much.  As requested, Mark had undertaken some market research and had established that people tend to prefer shorter articles rather than longer books.  Another reason given for the lack of use of the cassette library was the increasingly wide range of chess literature now available on the internet.

Chris Ross explained that the BCA website had attracted a great deal of interest during the IBCA European Individual Chess Championship in Durham.  Arrangements were made prior to the Championship so that the games on the top four boards could be followed live on the website.  The website received more than 842,000 hits from 78 countries.  Chris paid tribute to the excellent work carried out by David Clayton at Durham.  

Chris said that, thanks to Bill Armstrong’s input, the home page of our website had taken on a completely new look.  It was now much more of a news summary website and was far more useful now as a publicity vehicle.

There was general recognition that a priority for the BCA was the development of a talking digital clock.  Guy explained that DGT, a leading manufacturer of digital clocks, had given some indications that they would consider developing a talking digital clock although funds to meet the development costs would need to be found.  The plan would be to obtain a firm estimate of the costs and then ask Julia Scott to undertake the necessary fundraising.  There would also be the possibility of sharing the development costs with other European countries.

A number of motions had been put forward for the AGM, generating some lively discussion.  Bill Armstrong and Stan Lovell had proposed a motion involving a BCA subsidy to encourage less experienced members to participate in mainstream congress chess.  The motion, which had the full support of the BCA Committee,  was very well received and was passed unanimously.  Watch out for more details of the scheme in future Gazettes.

Sean O’Brien had put forward a motion requesting the Committee to agree to paying the entry fee and half the accommodation costs of those members and associate members attending the Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament in July this year.  The Chairman emphasised that a responsibility of the AGM was to lay down the general policy of the Association.  He added that this motion was not concerned with general policy but, on the understanding that any decision taken would not set any precedents for the future, he was happy to have the motion debated.

Sean said that he had the same broad aims as the first motion, to enable weaker players to benefit more from the BCA.  Stan Lovell felt that the first motion provided a much better and broader approach to the issue of supporting the wider membership but it would not come into effect for some months and so he was happy to second the present motion which was much more immediate.  The motion was passed with a comfortable majority.

Bill Armstrong had put forward a motion proposing that the BCA should either withdraw from the 4NCL or amend the funding arrangements to ensure any expense over £800 involved widening the range of BCA players taking part.  He felt that the annual 4NCL subsidy (£2174 last year) was too large, bearing in mind that only a small group of members were involved.  George Phillips seconded the motion.

Chris Ross, as manager of the 4NCL team, maintained that our presence in the 4NCL was providing tremendous publicity for the Association and that it was essential to continue.  He added that it was a 6 board team and that he had used a total of 22 players, including 3 juniors.  The games provided excellent experience for these players.  

The cases put forward by Bill and Chris were well argued and both received a round of applause.  After a lengthy debate the motion was defeated, with only 3 votes in favour. 

The BCA Committee had put forward a motion suggesting that a letter of thanks should be sent to all the volunteers who record chess material for us.  The motion was passed unanimously.  Mark Kirkham reminded the meeting to let him have favourable comments where appropriate on the reading services.  Mark added that the BCA was experiencing a shortage of volunteer readers and he reminded the meeting that, in his tape report, he had asked members to put forward the names of any friends etc who might be able to help with reading.  

Bill Armstrong reported that the anniversary year with its special events had attracted considerable publicity.  He observed that when spectacular things were happening, it was easy to generate publicity.  Bill had decided not to stand for re-election as Publicity Officer.  He was warmly thanked for his work over the last three years and was presented with a small gift in recognition of this.  Stan Lovell was elected as the new Publicity Officer with a substantial majority over Steve Hilton.

Richard Kidals had decided that he did not want to stand for re-election as treasurer.  We had tried to find another volunteer treasurer but without success and so a special package of measures had been drawn up to deal with the situation.  The day to day treasurer work would be undertaken by Gill Smith and the accounts would be drawn up by Ian Bain, a certified accountant known to the Chairman, in both cases on a paid basis.  However, Gill Smith could not be appointed as treasurer as our Constitution does not currently allow for officers to be remunerated.  In the light of these developments, Richard agreed to act as treasurer for another year on a purely overseeing basis and would present the accounts to the AGM next year.  Richard was warmly thanked for helping in this way.  In addition, he was presented with a small gift in recognition of his excellent service to the BCA which he had given in a very friendly and positive way. 
Norman Wragg

News from the Technical Subcommittee

Shortly after the AGM I contacted the British Horological Institute and asked them if any of their members could help us adapt a standard chess clock so as to make it usable by visually impaired people. To be honest I did not expect much of a positive response, so was pleasantly surprised to be put in touch with a Bob Egan who expressed a willingness to help.

Bob has had experience of repairing and adapting goods for the visually impaired. He has actually designed Braille clock faces. We spoke over the phone and we decided that I would send him a Braille chess clock and a couple of standard clocks for him to experiment with. Bob warned that not every model of chess clock would be appropriate. In particular with some clocks the glass that covers the hands also helps to hold the dial in place; this complicates the process of adapting the clock, so really we need to find a clock with an exposed dial. At the time of writing Bob and I are doing this and will be speaking again soon to review progress. If a suitable standard clock for adaptation can be found, this looks like the most promising avenue we have had in a long time. The plan would be to buy a number of these clocks and have them adapted; while the BCA would want to keep a certain number as its own stock, adapted clocks could then be made available for sale to members.

For the record, I visited the RNIB on 3rd April and spoke with their products department. It turns out that they do have a team which does adapt goods, though it seems they are limited in what they can offer. Nevertheless I have not closed down this avenue of enquiry. When I asked them about the possibility of a talking digital chess clock, they said that they dealt with companies in the far east when it came to such products and that these companies refused to work on orders for less than 5000 units. Enough said! I hope to have something positive to report on talking digital clocks for the August issue of the gazette, when I plan to have made contact with DGT Projects who have made positive noises about being prepared to develop a talking digital clock.

Chess sets: Stan has taken delivery of 30 sets from our suppliers in India and is currently vetting them for quality (the fit of the pieces in the board, etc). 
Guy Whitehouse.

Membership Secretary’s Report
Obviously, the life membership anniversary rate of £50 is still available until 30th September 2008. If anybody wishes to take advantage of this, please send a cheque made payable to the Braille Chess Association (BCA) to either myself or to or Gill Smith.

However, if members still wish to pay annually they may do so, but it would greatly assist with administration if they could pay their £7 on time, i.e. 1st October 2008. Also it would make life easier for Gill Smith and myself if annual subscribers set up a direct debit. If you are interested in this, please contact myself or Gill Smith for further details. 
It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines: If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you simply have a change of address, however slight, or if you require to alter the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425803, or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of media.

David Hodgkins.

Tournament Director’s Report
If you would be interested in playing in BCA email informal tournaments and you are not a member of the BCA mailing list, please e-mail me at mark.hague@gol.gsi.gov.uk and I can then inform you of any BCA e-mail tournaments taking place.

39th BCA championships
Premier group: group leader David Hodgkins
Wall-Bryant 1-0 Petrov 27

Hodgkins-Cohn 0-1 Queen’s pawn 35

Hodgkins-Wall 0-1 Sicilian 35

Cohn-O’Brien 1-0 English 30

O’Brien-Wall 0-1 Sicilian 22

Bryant-McElroy 0.5-0.5 Ruy Lopez 30

Whittle-O’Brien 1-0 Queen’s pawn 35

Bryant-Hodgkins 0-1 King’s pawn 34

Whittle-Hodgkins 1-0 Queen’s pawn 38

Hodgkins-McElroy 0.5-0.5 Queen’s pawn 32
Cohn-Whittle 0-1 English 35

Scores as at 31st March 2008: Way 7-7, Wall 5-6, Whittle 3-5, Cohn 2.5-6, Hodgkins 1.5-7, McElroy 1-3, O’Brien 1-5, Bryant 1-5.

Group A: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Wicket - Patching 0.5-0.5 Giuoco Piano 62

Patching - Phillips 1-0 unknown 34

Scores: Phillips 3-4, S. Brown 3-4, Patching 2-4, Bishop 1-3, Wickett 1-4, Davy 0-1.

The winner of Group A will be either Phillips or S. Brown, with the result depending on the result of the game between Phillips and Bishop.  According to my calculations Phillips will win group A if he wins this match otherwise S. Brown will win the group.

BCA League

League Division 3: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Wicket - Spink 0-1 Queens Gambit Declined 7

Scores: Spink 1-1, Wicket 0-1.

UK versus US e-mail tournament 2008

Murphy(UK) - Dicey(US) 0-1 Nimzovitch 35

O'Brien(UK) - McKenzie(US) 1-0 Sicilian 44

McKenzie(US) - O'Brien(UK) 0-1 English 32

Cadawas(US) – Green(UK) 1-0, unknown 20
Scores UK & US are both tying on 2 points

Ladder Table

Hodges-Patching 0-1 Queens Pawn 40
Atherton-Hodgkins 0.5-0.5 Polish 20

Leading Scorers:Bryant 14, Sobers 12, Patching 10, Hodgkins 7, Atherton 6

October 2007 BCA e-mail tournament

Lovell - Murphy 0.5-0.5 Sicilian 24 

Irving - Lovell 0-1 Unknown

Dicey - Irving 1-0 Irregular 26

Thacker - Dicey 0-1 Irregular 31

Murphy - Thacker 0-1 French  34

Scores: Lovell 3.5-4,Dicey 3-4, Long 1-2, Irving 1-4, Thacker 1-4, Murphy 0.5-2. 
Mark Hague.

Windermere Theme Break 2008
The 15th annual chess theme break was held at Windermere Manor from 2nd-9th February, 2008 under the expert guidance of Peter Gibbs, ably supported by his lovely wife, Celia.  As well as masterminding proceedings, Peter also found time to make himself available to take on a coaching role.  He was assisted in this by Tyson Mordue, Colin Chambers, Les Whittle, Sean Loftus, Ernie McElroy, Norman Andrews and John Gallagher, all of whom gave up their time voluntarily and at their own expense to help the less experienced players.

Coaching took place for the first two days and then the 17 trainees were divided up in to four groups, three groups of four and one of five and so competition began.  After some fierce battles, the four semi-finalists were Steve Thacker, George Phillips, Bobby Brown and Stan Saunders, with the eventual final being between Steve Thacker in the white corner and George Phillips in the black corner.  The game finished in a draw which meant that both George's and Steve's name will be put on the trophy.

For the non-chessplayers several outings were organised, and many thanks go to Terry and his support team for their careful planning of these trips and for transportation.  The staff were extremely helpful, and the food plentiful and excellent.

Next year's theme break will be held from 24th-31st January.  Unfortunately, the cost has had to be considerably increased owing to the government charging VAT on hotels.  Over the years, Peter has carried out careful negotiations to keep the price down but not even Peter's persuasive powers won through this time.  The cost for the week will be £308, but if you pay three months in advance there will be 10% reduction.  Despite the increased cost, I can assure you that it is well worth it.  However, if you are planning on going, you will have to be quick as I understand there are only 10 rooms left.

Well done Peter and Celia, and we look forward to you arranging the next 15 theme breaks. 
Sean O'Brien.

English Seniors Championship 2008

I have just returned from a very pleasant week in Dovedale, (Staffordshire and Derbyshire border) where Stan and I competed in the under 140 event and the Senior Championship respectively.  Stan scored 3.5 from 5 and shared second place, while I managed 3 points and a grading prize in the championship.
I lost in round 1 to Macdonald-Ross, a former British Junior champion, whom I first played in the Scottish championship 44 years ago.  But I had to face another former Junior champion (Richard Beach) in round three and won a hair-raising Sicilian where I sacrificed a rook to prevent him castling and then found a mating combination.  Two draws with players graded over 180 achieved 8th place and the grading prize, but I missed the winning line in the second draw and could so easily have shared fourth place with 3.5.  Well, it looks easy when you don't have a clock ticking away.  Anyway, I finished with an event grade of 178, so I should not be too greedy.

For the record, the winner was an International master, Andrew Whitely, graded 212.  He too was once a rising junior, winning the under-21 title some 40 years ago.  Chess must be addictive.

The organiser is keen to repeat the event at this venue next year and my intention is to play again.  I recommend anyone eligible to consider entering.  My feeling is that the excellent hotel accommodation will be booked quickly, so this is an early warning to BCA members.  The hotel is very isolated, so staying somewhere else without transport is not really an option.

Regards to everyone and thanks to those who wished me luck before the event. 
Bill Armstrong.
Puzzle from Chris Ross

Chris sent me this puzzle to include in the gazette.  He gave me the solution as well (it will appear in the August gazette), and I have to say it is one of those very attractive ones which you really enjoy when you see it.  So: White has a king on b3, a queen on g4, knights on b4 and d5 and a pawn on e5; Black has a king on d4 and a pawn on e4.  White to move and mate in two.


