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EDITORIAL

  Welcome to the May edition of your Gazette, where we acknowledge with grateful thanks all those who give so generously of their resources and time to further your association’s aims and business plan.

  Welcome also to your new committee member, Mark Hague, tournament director; and to Guy Whitehouse who will be taking over as editor of the magazine.  See the front pages for contact details.  So once again the old order changes or, to quote the illustrious cricket commentator, Henry Blofeld’s phrase: “there are some general shufflehouses!”

  In these pages, in addition to the wide-ranging fare provided by your committee members, you will find a report on the chess theme break at Windermere earlier this year and an invitation to all budding players to join the happy party at the same venue in 2007.  The AGM and its accompanying tournament are well covered, and this is followed by a game from that tournament with analysis by Tyson Mordue.  Tyson’s challenge reminder is also highlighted.

  So this is my fortieth and final editorial: the first one being written for a rather slim Gazette in 1996.  I wish to thank readers for supplying me with ammunition; and I say an especial thank you to my support team for the increasing amount they have done in collating, printing and dispatching magazines in their various formats.  Their work may have been eased by electronic wizardry, which has burgeoned over the past ten years, but their input still needs time, infinite care and skill to keep a very good show on the road.

  Readers may have noticed that an odd quotation seems to slip into their editorials: it was Dorothy L. Sayers, that famous writer of detective stories, who wrote: “I always have a quotation for everything, it saves original thinking.”  When this editor stops thinking, it is obviously time (listen for those violins playing softly in the background) to hand the work to a sharper brain; and to say, in the words of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam: “Alas, that Spring should vanish with the rose, That youth’s sweet-scented manuscript should close.”  Fortunately, this magazine has never been sweet-scented, for sometimes controversy has helped to swell the pages.  This is as it should be and I hope you will continue to keep my successor well supplied.

  Please let Guy have your contributions by the end of June.

  So what am I going to do with all this spare time?  I might try to learn to play chess!...


Peter Price.

A LETTER FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

  Other people's AGMs may be boring, but not ours!  We had a lively one at the Lancaster Hall Hotel, London, on March 4, attended by about 15 per cent of our total membership!  Let's try to do even better in our Jubilee 2007 year.

  While there is much that is new and exciting in the BCA just now, your Committee has a particular concern for our newer members and how you can get the best out of your membership.  May I therefore urge new members to contact any member of the Committee to say if you think you might benefit from any of the following:-

1.  An initial mentor from the ranks of our more established members;

2.  The existing or any variation on the existing "Chess Theme Breaks" of which you have probably read in the Gazette;

3.  More detailed information about tournaments and how they are run;

4.  Help at your first mainstream congress from one of our old-stagers who may be attending the same congress;

5.  Joining up with the party that goes to the annual Dutch Friendly Tournament which usually takes place over the course of a long weekend in April;

  or

6.  Any other help or guidance within our power.

  Whatever your playing-strength, we want to get to know you, so please tell us how we can help.


Alec Crombie, Chairman.

TREASURER’S AND FUNDRAISING REPORT TO THE BCA

AS AT 31ST MARCH 2006

  I start with the AGM.  It was good to be able to attend another BCA AGM.  I feel it is important for any Treasurer to have the opportunity to bring Members up to date on the finances for the past year and an overview of the months ahead.  It was good to meet and speak to lots of you individually and for those who asked about entering the millennium monthly prize draw, please drop me a note and I will advise.  Alternatively, if you wish you can set up an annual payment to the BCA for £12 and I will enter you as soon as I pick the item from our bank statements.  If you could mark the payment as “millennium” that will help me.  Once again I thoroughly enjoyed the weekend in London.

  Currently, our available funds are broadly in line with that reported at the AGM and the whole BCA Committee and our Fundraiser continue to focus heavily on fundraising for all BCA Events and my thanks once again go to Julia Scott and the Committee.

  I again ask everyone; please do not hesitate to contact myself or Julia Scott if you think of or know about a potential Donor in your area.  It is important that we try to approach this in not only a professional way but also in a coordinated way.  We want to try and avoid falling at the first fence so to speak and, it often seems to me, that can be very easy when asking for financial support!.  So, if you have a key for “unlocking door(s)” to help find, approach and succeed turning potential BCA Donors into reality, then please let me know.

Telephone Banking

  The BCA bank account details you will need to make payments are the BCA Sort Code; Account Number and a reference, which must be used when paying the BCA.

Sort Code: 40-52-40

Account: 0008 2456

MILLENNIUM PRIZE DRAW

  Jan 

S Burell


  Feb 

B Chambers

  March 
S Thacker

Richard Kidals B.A. (Hons) ACMA; FCIS.
Braille Chess Association - Treasurer.

OFFER OF COACHING AND SUPPORT

  We have had a most generous offer from one of our new associate members.  Kenny Harman, who is an ECF National Chess Coach and an International Master at postal chess, has offered to provide coaching, support and advice to any VI member of the BCA free of charge.  I know at least two members who have already taken this up. 

  Kenny will be part of the online coaching service when it gets up and running but he is very willing to help in many other ways.  For example he will provide coaching by telephone or he will analyse your games and send you comments on them by cassette.  He is keen to support anyone who needs help with their chess, especially from a theoretical point of view.  He has a very large chess library which could be utilised for members.  In many ways the ball is in your court: you say what you need and Kenny will do his best to provide it.

  Kenny is currently involved with coaching junior chess players at the school he works at in Ashford and he is very keen to extend this to junior members of the BCA.

    I would like to express sincere thanks to Kenny on behalf of the whole BCA for making his time available to us in this way.


Norman Wragg.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Please note.  As from the International Autumn Tournament this year the late booking penalty is £6 per person.

20th-27th May 2006.  Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  For blind and partially sighted players and for associate members of BCA whose grade is 130 or below.  Entry £10.  Accommodation £224.  At the time of preparing this notice just a couple of rooms are still available.  Contact the organiser now if you would like one of these rooms.

27th-29th October 2006.  International Autumn Tournament.  Moat House Hotel, Solihull.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation £33 per person per night sharing and £43 single.  These rates include: dinner, bed and breakfast.  The rates for non members and for those staying Sunday night will be £39 sharing and £49 single.  The closing date for entries is 31 August.  Entries and bookings after that date are subject to a £6 per person late booking charge.

  The Major event will be open to all blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of BCA.  The Minor event will be limited to those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.

  The Moat House Hotel, Solihull, is situated in its own grounds yet very close to a large shopping centre.  Solihull is on the main rail line which runs from London Marylebone to Birmingham Snow Hill.  Those travelling by rail from the north east and north west are advised to change trains at Leamington Spa for the direct link to Solihull.

  2nd-4th March 2007.  Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress.  Midland Hotel, Derby.  The AGM will take place during this event on the Saturday afternoon.  Once again we return to the Midland Hotel which is popular with many of our members.  Further details, including prices, will appear in the August issue.

4-11th April 2007.  British Championship.  Tralee Hotel, Bournemouth.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation to members and associate members £230.  The cost to non members and to those who book for less than the full week will be £37.50 per night or £262.50 for the week.  These rates include dinner, bed and breakfast.  The closing date for entries is 31st January 2007.  This time the British Championship will run from Wednesday to Wednesday and these dates include the Easter weekend.  This has been made necessary so that it does not clash with the European Individual Championship which will take place at St. Aidan’s College, Durham from Monday 13 to Friday 24 August 2007.  This will also allow the British to be used as a qualification event for those who will receive BCA support in the European championship.  Details of the selection procedure will appear in the August issue.

  The Tralee Hotel is a fine hotel situated in an excellent location on Westcliffe in Bournemouth.  It should prove to be a great venue for those who wish to bring along family or friends for a holiday as well as for those who are looking for really good conditions in which to play their chess.

  Organiser for the above events: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668 

e-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk

Booking conditions.

  All events run by BCA are part of the English Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at events run by BCA.

  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings received after the advertised closing date are subject to a £6 per person late booking charge.

  Those booking on-line or by telephone banking must ensure their payment is cleared by the advertised closing date and must also inform the organiser of their booking requirements.  See below for BCA bank details.

  Those wishing to book extra nights are requested not to send their money for the extra nights with their booking as payment for extra nights should be made direct to the hotel.  They should, however, inform the organiser who will make reservations for them at the hotel.

  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Bank details:

  For those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA.


Name: Braille Chess Association


Sort code: 40-52-40


Account number: 0008 2456

  If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description as to what you are paying for: e.g. Solihull tournament.

  
Stan Lovell.

WORLD INDIVIDUAL CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP

  The World Individual Chess Championship for blind and partially sighted players will be held at the Radisson Hotel in Goa, India from 8 to 19 October 2006.  The UK representative in the Championship will be Chris Ross who, with the cooperation of his headmaster, has obtained the necessary time off from his teaching duties.  He will be accompanied by grandmaster Neil McDonald who will provide the necessary coaching and support.

  A few years ago, the Championship was changed to make it a tournament open to any blind or partially sighted player rather than just the national champions.  We are assuming that the same will apply this year although we have not yet received the official invitation.  If anyone is thinking about playing in the Championship, please let me know and I will let you have more details as they become available.


Norman Wragg
ANNUAL CHESS THEME BREAK 2007

  The fourteenth annual theme break will be held from Wednesday 31st January to Wednesday 7th February at the Action For Blind People Windermere Manor Hotel, Rayrigg Road, Windermere LA23 1ES, tel. 01539 445 801, fax 01539 448 397 e-mail 

windermere@actionforblindpeople.org.uk
  The tariff will be £245 per person to include full board, trips and all the hotel’s leisure facilities.

  The chess instruction is organised by me with the assistance of other trainers.  I am looking for some more trainers to give me additional support.  So if any of the higher-graded players would like to come along, please get in touch with me soon for further details.  There will be separate playing groups depending on the playing strengths of individuals.  There will also be a handicap tournament which trainees always enjoy playing for a cup.  Where appropriate, tuition for non-players may be available.

  In addition to the chess there are planned excursions and evening entertainments including a quiz.  It is highly likely that one evening’s entertainment will be provided by members of our party, so if you have something which you think will delight the audience please come prepared!

  Players who attended this year’s theme break will receive details in due course.  However, I recommend that anyone who wishes to attend should contact the hotel soon, as I understand that bookings are coming in fast.

  The overall tuition for the week’s theme break is in my hands, and I look forward to seeing many BCA members there.


Peter Gibbs.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

  I'd like to thank Guy Whitehouse for the hard work he has contributed over the past years in organising the postal tournaments.  As the new tournament director I hope to carry on Guy's good work and promote the involvement of BCA members in these competitions.

  To this effect I would be extremely grateful if anyone has any ideas of how we can attract new contestants.  Please either e-mail or telephone me any suggestions you may have.  In particular I think the idea put forward by Hans Cohn at the recent March 2006 AGM that there should be cash prizes for the winner of each group is an excellent one and I will be taking up this matter with the committee.

  If anyone new is thinking of taking part in the next postal competition which starts January 2007 please let me know by end of November so I can allocate them an appropriate place.  So far I have taken part in two competitions myself and for me it has given me an unparalleled opportunity to get to know other BCA members as well as giving me an opportunity to spend time studying openings and to improve my chess analytical skills.  I would whole heartedly recommend that anyone wishing to study and improve their chess should join one of these competitions forthwith.


Mark Hague.

The following results have been collated and prepared by Guy Whitehouse:

Premier Group.

O’Brien-Wall 0-1 Sicilian 33

O’Brien-Bryant 1-0 Sicilian 35

O’Brien-Whittle 0-1 Caro-Kann 43

Patching-O’Brien ½-½ queens pawn 46

Wall-McElroy 1-0 Catalan 35

Scores: Wall 6.5-7, Cohn 3.5-4, Bryant 1.5-5, Patching 1.5-3, O’Brien 1.5-4, Whittle 1-3, Hague 0.5-4, McElroy 0-1.

Group A.

Hodgkins-Hilton 0-1 Sicilian 28

Spink-Hilton 0-1

Couchman-Atherton 1-0 Sicilian 26

Couchman-Hodgkins 0-1 French 37

Innes-Couchman ½-½

Atherton-Innes 1-0

Davey-Innes 1-0

Spink-Couchman 1-0

Davey-Couchman 1-0

Scores: Hilton 4-4, Hodgkins 3-4, Spink 3-6, Atherton 2-3, Davey 2-3, Couchman 1.5-6, Innes 0.5-6.

Group B.

Way-Brown 1-0 Gruenfeld 37

Scores: Way 6-6, Hague 3-4, Lovell 2-3, Townshend 0-1, S. Brown 0-2, Rees 0-2, Price 0-3.  Congratulations to John Way on winning the group and gaining promotion to the premier group.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of media.


David Hodgkins.

OBITUARY - CAMPBELL INNES

  It is with regret that we report the death of Campbell Innes on 22 February 2006 at the age of 82.  Campbell was born in Glasgow and was initially educated there but later moved to Troon where he attended Marr College.  On leaving school, he won a place at Glasgow University where he gained a degree in chemistry.  He initially worked for Laporte Chemicals but then moved to Brocks Fireworks at Hemel Hempstead to become their chief chemist.

  When Campbell was about 10 years old, he was hit by a flying stone and lost an eye.  Around the age of 40, he lost the sight of his remaining eye through an hereditary condition.  He eventually had to resign from Brocks Fireworks but managed to get a lecturing job at the Hendon Police College where he taught liberal studies.

  Campbell was married to Roma, a girl he first met when he was at college in Troon.  When Campbell was in his early 50s, he and Roma decided to settle in St Albans.  But tragically on the day of the move to their new house Roma died suddenly.  They had shared so many cultural interests and the loss of her at such a young age left him utterly devastated.

  As a member of the BCA, Campbell was very keen on correspondence chess and many members knew him through this.  He had a keen sense of fun, a dry wit and an endless stream of anecdotes.

  He had an amazing range of other interests including local history and archaeology, amateur dramatics, photography and politics, being an active and lifelong member of the Labour Party.  He also loved travelling and visited many countries including Egypt, India and China where he made three trips to the Great Wall.


Norman Wragg

ADDITION TO THE CASSETTE LIBRARY

G323 Karpov’s best games by Karpov, 13 cassettes.


Mark Kirkham.
TYSON MORDUE CHALLENGE - REMINDER

  This item was first mentioned in the last Gazette and has already generated a healthy response.  The number of BCA members who have put their names forward to sponsor Tyson is now well into double figures.  The counting period is now underway but this does not mean it is too late for you to enter.  We have set a cut-off date of 30th September for people to make their guesses.  By then, half the period will have elapsed so we should have a much clearer idea of the number of wins Tyson will notch up.  I know that Tyson will keep us all informed of his progress as the year goes on.  So, please get your guesses to me as soon as possible.


Mark Kirkham, Project Co-ordinator.
2006 ANNUAL CHESS THEME BREAK

(Compiled by Colin Chambers, Peter Gibbs and Peter Price.)

  The chess theme week was held at the Action for Blind People Windermere Manor Hotel from 26th January to 2nd February.  The chess element comprised coaching for groups, a time-handicap tournament and a simultaneous display.  Peter Gibbs headed the coaching team for fourteen people to receive instruction.  Peter again swept the board in the simultaneous display.

  Information supplied by Peter Gibbs.

  With regard to the tournament, six players reached the final out of the three groups of four players.  Group 1 produced a triple tie for first place between Thacker, Patching and C. Brown with 2 out of 3; Gordon was the outright winner of group 2, and in group 3 there was a tie between Hall and Phillips with 2.5 from 3.  The final was won by Gordon in a nail-biting finish with Thacker, who was last year’s winner, so reversing last year’s result.  So Gordon was the worthy winner of the Windermere Manor Trophy.

  I wish to thank the trainers who assisted me: Colin Chambers, Les Whittle, Hans Cohn, Stan Lovell, George Phillips and Peter Price who helped to make it possible even for personal coaching to beginners as well as coaching groups.

* * *

  Once again it was a very successful and happy week.  The hotel staff played their part and did everything possible to ensure a pleasant stay for everybody.

  In addition to the chess, there were a number of excursions which included a boat trip to Ullswater, lunch at a centre, followed by a tour of the Lake District with an excellent commentary by Terry - the hotel’s leisure co-ordinator.  His knowledge of the area is unsurpassed.  Terry later gave us an hour’s enthralling talk on his gruelling “60 peaks” run which he completed in 30 hours, raising money for charities.

  Entertainment of a very different kind was provided by our own members one evening.  Folk had clearly prepared their performances and showed a remarkable range of talent.  The standard was of a very high order.  Thanks go to Juliet Reeve, compere of the show, whose lively linguistics linked the list of entertainers.

  The chess theme week will be held next year at the same venue from Wednesday 31st January to Wednesday 7th February.  Bookings have already started to flow in, so don’t delay.

BCA AGM TOURNAMENT

BY STEVE BURNELL

  Members of the BCA who have been playing chess for a number of years will remember that at one time London was a regular location for our Autumn Tournament.  In recent years, as hotel prices have increased and the numbers wishing to take part have grown, finding hotels in London has proved pretty well impossible.  Very well done to Stan and Jan then for finding us the Lancaster Hall Hotel near Paddington Station for this year’s AGM and Congress which took place from March 3rd to March 5th.  The hotel was conveniently located near Kensington Gardens, had excellent playing facilities and comfortable rooms.  On the Friday evening, we were very pleased to receive a visit from grandmaster Raymond Keene and hope he enjoyed his first visit to a BCA event.

  Among the 19 players taking part in the open, we were delighted to welcome our newest associate member Ken Harman to his first tournament.  Ken joined the BCA after playing against us recently in the 4NCL, and is clearly going to be a force to be reckoned with.  Among the ten players in the minor Edward Green was making his debut in a senior BCA tournament.  Having played several years ago in an under 21 tournament, Edward’s debut at senior level proved to be a very encouraging one.

  In the open, round one as usual was seeded with the top half playing against the bottom half of the draw.  However, if the top seeds thought they were going to have it all their own way, George Phillips and Voldi Gailans thought otherwise.  George had an excellent result with a win against Bill Armstrong, while Voldi, who hadn’t played in a tournament for some time, made a great come back with a draw against Sean Loftus.  As the tournament progressed, however, the top seeds began to show their strength.  By the end of round 4 it was neck and neck between the top 4 seeds - Mordue, Ross, Harman and Lilley - who were joint leaders on 3 points out of 4 and all playing each other in the final round.  The result was decided when Tyson Mordue overcame Ken Harman in a tense struggle while Graham Lilley and Chris Ross drew with one another.  This gave Tyson the AGM trophy for the fifth time with 4 points out of 5, followed closely by Ross, Lilley, Chambers, and Gallagher with 3.5.  The grading prizes were won by Richard Murphy and George Plechaty.

  In the minor, John Kidals emerged as clear leader after defeating Brian Perham in round 3.  From that point there was no catching him and his draw with Jim Cuthbert in the final round gave him victory by a clear point.  Jim Cuthbert and Brian Perham finished equal second.  Well done to Edward Green who took the grading prize with 3 points.

  Many thanks to Stan and Jan for organising this enjoyable weekend, and to Gerry and Julie for controlling the two tournaments.  A special thanks to Mary Cuthbert for running a very successful raffle.  With 17 prizes and over £ 120 raised, this must have been some kind of record!  Thanks also to all the associate members for their help in the dining room and around the hotel.

Results: 
OPEN.

4 Mordue

3.5 Ross, Lilley, Chambers, Gallagher

3 Harman, Armstrong, Murphy

2.5 Burnell, McElroy, Loftus, Plechaty, Waters

2 Hodgkins, Phillips, Kidals R., Kirkham

1.5 Gailans

1 Price

Grading prizes: Murphy and Plechaty

MINOR

4.5 Kidals J.

3.5 Perham, Cuthbert

3 Hague, Green, Osborne

2.5 Patching

1 Hodges, Saunders S.

0 Saunders A.

Grading prize: Edward Green.

HONOURS EVEN AFTER 15 YEARS
  My playing debut at a BCA event was at the 1991 AGM tournament, which was held in Blackpool.  My first game was with Black against the celebrated Ted Williams.  I won a cagey game with a Kingside attack.  On Saturday morning I lost the first ever game that I played with the White pieces in a BCA event.  It certainly convinced me that the BCA was a very competitive environment.
  The opponent on this conspicuous occasion was Ernie McElroy of Ireland.  I had the better of the opening, a sharp variation of the Sicilian Najdorf that I knew well, and then in a critical position I overlooked …Qc4 attacking a loose Knight on e2 and a Pawn on a2 when I had no means of defending both.  I lost after 40-odd moves but credit to Ernie for not letting me back in the game.

  In Round 3 I was clearly worse against the late Steve Eastwickfield.  Fortunately I managed to play one of my best-ever strategic regroupings to defeat Steve, and then I overcame Sean O‘Brien in Round 4.  In Round 5 I won with a sharp Kingside attack against the evergreen Hans Cohn, twelve years after he was my first-ever VH opponent in the Major section at Swindon.

  Times have moved on.  We’ve sadly lost both Ted and Steve, Sean is no longer playing serious chess -a sad loss in itself- and, as you will have noticed at the AGM, Hans is still with us.  And Ernie?  Yes, still playing and after 15 years we met again in Round 2 of a BCA AGM tournament.
[Event "BCA AGM TOURNAMENT"]
[Site "LONDON"]
[Date "4/3/2006"]
[Round "2"]
[White "MCELROY E"]
[Black "TYSON MORDUE"]
1. d4 Nf6
2. c4 g6

3. Nc3 Bg7

4. e4 d6

5. Nf3 O-O

6. Be2 Bg4
The Simagin variation in the Classical line of the King’s Indian Defence.  An offbeat variation with some quirky twists to it, as you’ll see.
7. O-O e5

8. d5 Nh5
Black has his eyes set on the f4 outpost.  What an outpost it turns out to be later in the game!
9.Bg5?!
A slightly odd move because it now doesn’t pin the King’s Knight.  Black doesn’t mind putting his Queen in e8 in the King’s Indian.  The Bishop move will probably lose a tempo later on after …f6 or …h6 so better was 9 Be3.
9... Qe8

10. Qd2 Na6?
A serious error in the move order.  10...a5 should be played first to secure the c5 square for this piece.  I can’t explain why I forgot about this, but it takes me a dozen moves to remedy the situation. 
11. h3?
A serious weakening move common in this line.  After Black‘s subtle retreat White can no longer play g3 to prevent the Knight on h4 coming to f4 because it would leave the h3 Pawn en prise.  The weakening of g3 itself becomes apparent later.
11... Bd7!

12. Ne1 Nf4
This is not the first time I’ve played the …Bd7 and …Nf4 finesse.  Some players have taken the Pawn, and not lived to tell the tale because of their weakened dark squares.  Others have left the steed alone, and then suffered from its deadly influence.  Here 13 Bxf4 exf4; 14 Qxf4 is clearly bad after 14... f5 threatening, obviously, 15...fxe4 winning a piece.  However, White can’t play 15 exf5 because 15...Bxc3; 16 bxc3 Qxe2 wins a piece.

After 13 Bxf4 exf4; 14 Qxf4 f5; best is 15 Qe3 but Black clearly has the initiative after 15...fxe4; 16 Nxe4 (not 16 Qxe4 Bxc3; 17 Qxe8 Raxe8; 18 bxc3 Rxe2) 16... Bf5.  If 17 Ng3 Black can exchange Queens and take on b2 leaving White in a mess.  

However, Ernie has a simple alternative.
13. Nd3 Nxd3
My computer suggests the inferior 13...Nxe2+. Clearly it hasn‘t read any books on positional chess even though they are just on the shelves below!
14. Bxd3 f5?!
Chris Ross rightly pointed out that I should win the afore-mentioned tempo with 14 …f6 and after 15 Be3 play …f5.  White gets no advantage by exchanging dark-square Bishops with 15 Bh6 Bxh6; 16 Qxh6 because Black can finally go 16...Nc5 gaining a tempo on the undefended Bishop, and follow up with …a5.  Oddly enough the omission of …f6; Be3 gives me a chance in a few moves that I spurn.

After 14...f5 White should play exf5, but I suspect Ernie didn’t want to open up the game, particularly with the Black Queen poised to go to g6 or h5.  In a few moves he decides otherwise, but the damage has already been done by then.
15. f3?! f4

16. Qf2?? Bf6??
Simply 16...h6; 17 Bh4 g5 wins the Bishop because White has blocked the flight squares.  Ironically had I won a piece here I wouldn’t have had the chance of positionally outplaying Ernie later on.  Having committed myself to the attack with 15…f4 the exchange of dark-squared Bishops is vital, and had expected White to play 16 Bh4 to avoid it.  As he hadn’t I thought I could take advantage, but I didn’t check the changed circumstances!  Very remiss of me.
17. Bxf6 Rxf6

18. g4!?

When this very weakening move was played I couldn’t believe my eyes, not that they were doing much having already missed 16...h6, and Chris Ross, sitting right behind me, couldn’t believe his ears.  Nevertheless 18 g4 was played. Why?

Black is clearly gearing up for a Kingside attack, and with the dark-squares already weakened he has reasonable chances of success.  Possibly Ernie had seen my win against Chris Ross at Stafford in 2004 where I cut straight through a similar White set-up, so Ernie decides to fight back on the Kingside.  After 18...fxg3 Black’s spearhead Pawn is eliminated, although the f4 square gapes in its wake.  Ernie perhaps had some hopes of playing f3-f4 but Black can prevent this with …g6-g5 any time that White has his Queen and King lined up on the g-file (Qxg5 Rg6 wins).

The alternative was to defend passively or run the King over to the Queenside.  In either case the move 16 Qf2 becomes a strategical error because it sits on the wrong square (a Rook would be better on f2 in these scenarios), so Ernie bravely tries to make use of it.  Given careless play by myself at the wrong moment this risky ploy might have succeeded.
18... fxg3 e.p.

19. Qxg3 Qf7
Not 19...Nc5; 20 Be2 and Black can’t stop both 20 f4 and 20 b4.  Black must be ready to stop f4.  Here I was beginning to regret not playing …a5 before …Na6.
20. Rf2 Nb4!?
Played after long thought.  This is a deep and very risky concept that Ernie sails innocently by.  The idea is 21 Bf1 (not 22 Be2 Nc2 and …Nd4) 21... Rf8; 22 a3 (correctly aware that Black can‘t take on f3 now without losing the Knight on b4 after the exchanges.) and now I intended the startling 22...Nc2!?

After 23 Rxc2 (otherwise 23 …Nd4 again) 23...Rxf3; 24 Qg2 Qf4! and Black has a big initiative with lots of White pieces over on the Queenside.  One threat is 25...Rg3 winning the Queen and another is 25...Qe3+ followed by 26... Bxh3 or 26...Rf2 as appropriate.  However, White can improve with 24 Qe1! when things are not so clear.  Black can take the h-pawn as a second Pawn for the piece but that gives White the chance to challenge the f-file after 24 …Rxh3; 25 Bxh3 Rxh3; 26 Rf2.

In retrospect the simple line 21 Bf1 Rf8; 22 a3 Na6; 23 Bg2 Nc5 (before White goes b2-b4) followed by …a5 is better for Black.  If 24 b4 Nb3; and 25 …Nd4 is even better for Black.  Note how playing two P-R3s comprises White’s game!
21. Bb1 
Calmly retreating in the knowledge that he is threatening a3 and b4 on consecutive moves. Black must play … a5 soon but he is able to triple on the f-file first.

21... Rf8

22. Kg2 a5 

23. a3 Na6 

24. Bc2 Kh8 

25. Raf1 g5
Black had prepared this advance with his previous move.  Previously Qxg5+ was met by …Rg6, but now I wanted to play this Rook to f4 so I needed to have pins available with ...Rg8 instead.  The downside of this move is that it weakens f5 and Ernie immediately decides he can put his Knight there.
26. Nd1? 
A serious and yet common error that loses the battle on the Queenside.  Black has been trying to establish his Knight on c5 for a while now, but has been reluctant to go there while White can simply oust the steed with b4 axb4; axb4.  However, now that White has reduced his control of the a4 square Black can play …a4 himself, and all subsequent b2-b4 advances are ruled out by the en passant capture.

White should have played 26 b3 first when any …a4 advance can be bypassed with b3-b4 and the two-step avoids the en passant capture.  This motif is frequently seen in Black’s Queenside advance in the Modern Benoni and also in White’s Kingside expansion in certain lines of the Gurgenidze Defence.
26... a4! 
The c5 square is secured for the Knight.  Now this looks harmless because White’s Bishop covers all the entry points, but another point of the text is that White can also no longer play b2-b3 to protect c4, particularly if Black ventures …b7-b5, so it’s feasible Black’s Bishop might also come into play on the Queenside.  It’s likely that I would have gone for this line if Ernie had chosen not to play his Knight to f5, despite the fact that from e3 the Knight defends c4.
27. Ne3 Nc5 
28. Ng4?!
I thought this was a loss of tempi because it forced the Rook to the f4 square which is where it wanted to go.  On 28 Nf5 I already had the Exchange sacrifice in mind; 28 …Rxf5; 29 exf5 Bxf5; 30 Bxf5 Qxf5 but now 31 Qg4 or even 31 f4 keep White in the game. 

However, instead of this Black has, after 28 …Bxf5; 29 exf5, the subtle manoeuvre 29...Rh6! intending ..Rh6-h4-f4 before arranging to take on f5 with the rear Rook.  White has no way to prevent this after which the position will be akin to the game, and White’s weak Pawns are more than adequate compensation for Black's small material investment.  White cannot win with his extra Exchange if he has no open lines for his Rooks, but Black’s Knight will be the best piece in this structure.

There is an alternative in 28...Bxf5; 29 exf5 Nb3!? intending to transfer the Knight to d4.  White cannot allow this so he must play 30 Bxb3 axb3 when Black has the better of the major piece middle-game due to White’s splintered Pawns.

It was at this point that I realised that if I was going to sacrifice the Exchange on f5 I had to give up the rear Rook. 
28... Rf4 

29. Ne3 Qg6 

30. Kh2!?
I was quite happy with the sequence 30 Nf5 Rxf5!; 31 exf5 Bxf5 (doing it this way round ensures the exchange of White’s Bishop, and the complete exposure of his other Pawns that are fixed on light squares.) 32 Bxf5 Qxf5.  White has no way of defending the c4 Pawn because the Black Queen controls c2 and 33 Rc1 Nd3 is clearly no good. 

After the text I could see that I could force White into the same line.  At the end of it he could play 34 f4 but I wasn’t too worried about that.  If I’d known what else White could have played at move 34 I would have settled for 31...Bxf5.
30... Rh4 

31. Nf5 Rxf5!? 

32. exf5 Bxf5 

33. Bxf5 Qxf5 
All as planned.  Once again White’s c-Pawn is in trouble and both Ernie and I probably thought that White had to engineer some counterplay down the semi-open g-file.  You can imagine my surprise when my computer suggested here 34 Qg4!  Take a moment to work it out.

The idea is that the rooks utilise the f-file for counterplay.  After all they are already doubled on it.  Play goes 34 Qg4! Rxg4; 35 fxg4 Qg6 (to meet 36 Rf8+ Kg7; 37 R [either] f7+ with 37... Qxf7 and be a piece up in the ending) 36 Rf6! (forcing the Queen away from the control of f7) 36... Qc2+; 37 R1f2 and White forces a draw by perpetual check on f6, f7 and f8.

Of course Black doesn’t have to take the Queen with the Rook, but there is little else to choose from.  Possible is 34... Rxg4; 35 fxg4 Qf4+; 36 Rxf4 gxf4 with two connected passed Pawns but then any result is feasible.
34. Rg2 h6 
Again played after some deliberation, but I was now well ahead on the clock.  Possible was 34... Nd3 when 35 Qxg5 loses to 35... Qxh3+; 36 Kg1 Qh1 mate now that the Knight controls f2.  However, White plays 35 R1g1 and he is threatening a different Queen sacrifice, namely 36 Qxh4 gxh4; 37 Rg8 mate!  Obviously playing 35...h6 just postpones the mate by a move after the same sacrifice, while 35... Rxc4; 36 Qxg5 is getting out of control so the only defence is, ironically, 35...h5.

At the time it was a blow to see that White had counter-chances based on this Queen sacrifice, but obviously it would have been fatal to overlook it completely!
35. Re1?!
Losing a whole tempo.  I expected 35 R1g1 when I was initially concerned that after 35... Rxc4; 36 h4 I was still unable to capture on h4.  However, both 36... Qh7 and 36... Qf7 (intending …Qh5) are strong.
35... Nd3 

36. Reg1 Qf7?
A natural enough reaction to the threat of 37 Qxh4 hxh4; 38 Rg8+ Kh7; 39 R1g7 mate, but the Queen should go to d7 to maintain the pressure on h3.  Also playable, and probably simpler, is 36... Rxc4 when the answer to 37 h4 is 37... Qf7!
37. Rd2 Nf4

38. Rh1?
Under extreme time pressure Ernie makes a fatal mistake.  He had to play 38 Rf1 allowing 38 ... Rxh3+; 39 Qxh3 Nxh3; 40 Kxh3 Qf4; 41 Rff2! Qxc4; 42 Rc2 Qxd5; 43 Rxc7 and despite all Black’s extra Pawns White still needs subduing. 

My intention was after 38 Rf1 to play 38...Nxh3 when 39 Qxh3 loses to 39...Qf4+ and the Rook on d2 is loose after Black takes the White Queen.  This line was the point behind playing 36... Qf7 rather than 36... Qd7.  Of course White isn’t obliged to play 39 Qxh3 here but Black does have two Pawns for the Exchange and a better position.
38... Rxh3+ 

39. Qxh3 Nxh3 
After 40 Kxh3 Qxf3+ (the reason why White should have played 38 Rf1); 41 Kh2 Qf4+ picks up the Rook on d2, so White resigned. 

0-1
  At the time I thought I’d played a good game.  Analysing with the computer since has highlighted a few mistakes on both sides, but I think my Exchange sacrifice was worth the win.  My Knight cantered around while the White Rooks were stuck behind their own weak Pawns.  I was prepared to give up material for the initiative and it worked against an opponent who at the end was in serious time pressure.

  This game proves that providing one stays active there’s always a chance of saving poor positions, and that even when you are winning you need to play accurately to deny your opponent any counter-chances.  Also strong players can make mistakes just as easily as weaker ones, so be alert to opportunities if they arise.

  It’s said that with perfect play on both sides the game can be boring.  In this instance a few mistakes by both sides produced a fascinating contest.  I hope that the insights offered here are both entertaining and instructive.

  I look forward to playing Ernie again in 2021 and the opportunity of possibly getting a plus score against him, or we might draw just for the sake of variety!


Tyson Mordue.
PERSONALIA

  Bill Hodder has written to ask that his resignation from his life membership of the association be accepted on the grounds that his health is declining.  He concludes his letter:

  “I have thoroughly enjoyed the experience of postal chess particularly the friendly contact with other members over the years.

  With best wishes to all,

  Yours sincerely,



W. (Bill) Hodder.”

ANSWER TO “ENDGAMES”

  In the previous Gazette you were asked to find one seven-lettered anagram in the word “endgames”, excluding the word “endgame”.

  You were warned that the answer is a bit of a put down:
Answer “demeans”.


Editor.
