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EDITORIAL

  Once again we acknowledge the sponsorship of this magazine by The Leeds Hospital Fund Charitable Trust to whom we are most grateful; and we express sincere appreciation to all those who have given so generously for the continuation of our work and ambitions.

  Since you received the last Gazette, the chess world has said goodbye to Gary Kasparov who is retiring at the ripe old age of 41 in favour of a career in politics, and hopefully to enjoy life a little more.  Many would agree that he is one of the greatest players of all times: having been World Champion for a number of years; the highest graded player in the world for 20 years, and he was noted for his ferociously attacking style.  His four-part series of books entitled “My Great Predecessors” have been published, and encompassed names from Steinitz to Bobby Fischer.  These books have been reviewed in the columns of the Birmingham Post by Peter Gibbs.  Part five is believed to be imminent.  No doubt other chess giants are appearing and will appear on the scene – as A. E. Housman wrote: “The tree of man is never quiet” – but surely none like Gary Kasparov!

  One man who is “never quiet” in the BCA is Hans Cohn.  For a long time he has been making recordings for our cassette library, and he has lately completed the Herculean task of preparing and translating from the German four articles entitled “Analysing with the Computer”.  These were originally written by Grandmaster Rainer Knack.  The first of them appears in these pages, the remainder will follow in subsequent issues.  I strongly commend these instructive manuals for the chess and computer  devotee.  One word of warning: you will need two chessboards to aid analysis, and a king-size measure of enthusiasm and stamina.

  Your attention is drawn to a change in the list of committee members, and a new name is shown for the friendly games co-ordinator.  You may also read a vivid account of the fluctuating fortunes of our team in the recent 6-Nations Tournament.

  If you wish to enjoy more of this good fare in your next magazine, please let me have your contributions by 28th June.


Peter Price.

TREASURER'S REPORT TO THE BCA COMMITTEE – 1ST APRIL 2005

  By the time you read this I will have attended my second AGM for the BCA and as I write this, I am well into the third year set of accounts having just hit the half year stage 31st March 2005, for the financial year ending 30th September 2005.

  I owe a high debt of gratitude to all committee members and to Julia Scott (the BCA's Fundraiser) for the help and support which is vital to my role.  In addition, I have been made to feel so welcome by all members and hope to meet more of you during the year.  It is a real heart warming experience to know the huge efforts the committee members put in to make the BCA function.

Overview year ended 30th September 2004 as presented in the AGM Report.

  The Key Financial Indicators for the year-end are:

INCOME:






2004



2003



2002

Fundraising Income



£30,180


£32,548 


£30,750

Total - All Income



£49,670


£52,364


£48,312

EXPENSES: 





2004



2003



2002
Tournaments





£22,676


£30,638 


£18,920

Total - All Expenditure


£35,228


£44,331


£31,270

CASH: 







2004



2003



2002
Cash








£81,731


£67,288


£59,255

Millennium A/c




£     397


£     527


£     137

  So another strong cash generation year and I take my hat off to Julia Scott yet again for raising the amount achieved in what seems to me to be pretty difficult times for charities in general. To argue a needy cause and then get someone to write a cheque is not easy and perhaps never will be when so many calls for support exist from what appears to be an infinite cluster.

  During the financial year end 30th September 2004 the committee was able to set funds aside under a term called designated funds. The details relate to: 

2004















2003

£  7,172 Income for Post Year-end Tournaments
(£3,420)

£  5,000 Replacement copiers

£15,000 International Individual Championship

£  3,500 Life Members

£     420 Millennium Prizes

£       42 Subs paid in advance






(£   136)

£     545 Factory Liability Trust Guides



(£1,056)
£31,679 Total Designated Funds


              (£4,602)
On-line Donations via CafBank:

  On-line donations have not reaped any significant 'giving' yet the committee continue to hope that it will bear fruit.

Telephone Banking & Banking updates:

  Members are making payments by this method and it has therefore enabled another convenient way of paying for Tournaments etc. You will need the BCA Sort Code; Account Number and a reference, which must be used when paying the BCA. 

  Sort Code: 40-52-40

  Account: 00082456

  Braille Chess Association

Subscription 2004 - 2005:

  A Big Thank you to David Hodgkins and his Family for the help and for the detailed lists and tapes to aid collection of subs but more importantly to aid my job as Treasurer. Thank you to Members who made a small donation when paying their Subs.

  I refer under a separate heading to Finance and fundraising. We desperately need help and ideas that may compliment our professional fundraiser. They may be ideas that not only help raise funds but also help promote the BCA for tomorrow.

Thank you.


Richard Kidals, BCA Treasurer.

MILLENNIUM PRIZE DRAW

  Renewals are due in January for the majority. Many thanks for the continued support.

  If your membership is due at any other time please try and pay promptly. We currently have around 70 members so please consider increasing your chances by obtaining a number or perhaps increasing your stake holding. 

Recent Winners:

January 2005, Oliver Leonard, No. 53

February, Sean O'Brien, No. 42

March, Derek Spink, No. 8


Richard Kidals, BCA Treasurer.

FINANCE AND FUNDRAISING SUB COMMITTEE

  Members of the BCA are very welcome to suggest or propose new ideas for helping us achieve the following goals of this sub-committee. Please feel free to contact any member of this committee if you can help.

  Membership as at 1st April 2005: Richard Kidals (Chair), Alec Crombie, Richard Murphy, Julia Scott and Norman Wragg.

  Statement of Purpose.

1. To provide information and advice on financial and fundraising matters for the main committee and others as required.

2. To contribute to the development of the BCA's three year Business Plan.

3. To help in the implementation of the Business Plan and to undertake other tasks as directed by the main committee.

4. To help guide Julia's work by identifying what funds will be required for particular projects/tournaments.

5. To help raise the profile of the BCA and to explore new ways of generating funds.

6. To communicate with BCA members in order to raise their financial awareness.

7. To ensure that good financial management is applied at all times.


Richard Kidals.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

  The Aren Bestman Memorial Six Nations Tournament took place from 14 to 18 March 2005 in The Netherlands.  Hearty congratulations go to our team for their fine performance.  A full report on the tournament is included elsewhere in this Gazette.

  The World Junior Championship for blind and partially sighted chess players will take place from 2 to 12 July 2005 in Eretria, Greece.  Players need to have been born on 1 January 1985 or later to be eligible for this Championship.  Running at the same time and in the same venue will be the Ladies’ World Championship for blind and partially sighted players.  We have tried to inform all eligible players about these two championships but if anyone is interested and has not already been contacted please get in touch with me as soon as possible.

  We have also received information about a chess tournament open to all blind and partially sighted players.  It will be a seven round Swiss, involving the best eight players from Slovenia and up to 20 players from elsewhere, and will take place in Izola on Slovenia’s Adriatic coast from 12 to 20 June 2005.  Anyone interested in this tournament should get in touch with me as a matter of urgency as the closing date is mid May.

  Over the last year, we have had quite a number of enquiries about the BCA and the services it offers.  In two cases, people wanted to take up our offer of teaching beginners how to play the game.  We are indebted to Roger Waters and Phil Smith who made themselves available for this teaching role.

  In the area of postal chess, Geoff Patching has been our Friendly Games Coordinator but he has now decided to stand down.  Our thanks go to Geoff for all his work.  I am pleased to say that Steve Hilton has agreed to take over this role.  Another point to note is that, at the BCA Committee meeting in January 2005, it was agreed that associate members will in future be eligible to take part in the BCA postal league.  The BCA postal championship will continue to be limited to blind and partially sighted players.

  I have just received a note from Hans Cohn to say that he is recording a selection of annotated games from the recent IBCA Olympiad in Spain.  The games are annotated by the German coach Detlev Neukirch and so the emphasis is understandably on games played by the German players.  There are also some tournament games between sighted and top class blind players.  The recording will occupy about four cassettes and will be available in the Cassette Library by the time you read this.


Norman Wragg

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

13th/20th August 2005.  British Championship for blind and partially sighted players.  Auckland Hotel, Morecambe.  There will be a Premier event in which players will compete for the British title and, subject to there being sufficient entries, a Minor for those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  Both events will be seven rounds with one game each day.  The entry fee for each event is £10 and the cost of accommodation to include dinner, bed and breakfast is £200 sharing a twin or double room and £230 single.  The cost to non members is £220 and £250.  Closing date for entries and bookings 31 May.  The early closing date is necessary due to the fact that the venue is a seaside resort and the time is in the height of the summer season.  The Auckland Hotel is situated very centrally and on the seafront facing the sea.  It should be ideal for those who like to enjoy a holiday along with their chess playing and for those who would like to include the family and friends.

28th-30th October.  International Autumn Tournament.  Bedford Moat House Hotel, Bedford.  There will be two five-round events: the Open is open to all blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of BCA; the Minor is limited to those whose grade is 80 or below including associate members of BCA.  Entry fee to each event is £10.  Accommodation to members and associate members, to include dinner, bed and breakfast £38 per person per night sharing and £42.50 single room.  The cost to non-members is £42.50 sharing and £47 single.  Closing date for entries and bookings 31st August.  The management of the Bedford Moat House Hotel has given written assurance that no attempt will be made to alter our agreed timetable.

20th-27 May 2006.  Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  (Formerly known as the Minor Tournament).  Preston Sands Hotel, Marine Drive, Preston, Paignton.  Negotiations have just been completed for this popular event to take place at this exceptionally well appointed hotel.  Further details including cost will appear in the next issue.

Bookings for all the above events should be made with the organiser but not by direct application to the hotel.

Organiser: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668 

e-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk

  All events run by the BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at BCA events.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

  Those wishing to book extra nights will be asked to pay for the extra nights required direct to the hotel.  It will still be necessary to inform the organiser of your requirements.

  On-line and telephone payments.  Please note, those paying entry and accommodation fees direct into the BCA account either on-line or by telephone transfer are still required to inform the tournament organiser of their entry and booking requirements.


Stan Lovell.

ANNUAL CHESS THEME BREAK 2006

YOUR TRAVELLING MADE EASIER!

  The thirteenth annual theme break will be held from Thursday 26th January to Thursday 2nd February at the Action for Blind People Windermere Manor Hotel, Rayrigg Road, Windermere LA23 1ES, tel. 01539 445 801, fax 01539 448 397; e-mail windermere@afbp.org

  The tariff will be £238 per person to include full board, trips and all the hotel’s leisure facilities.

  The midweek nature of this event should enable you to travel by train much more easily, as rail maintenance work is far less likely to be in progress.  The new arrangement has been brought about with the kind co-operation of Chris Lawrence, the hotel manager.

  A further concession, well worth noting, will permit members of the party who wish to stay for an extra one or two days, full board, to do so at a cost of £30 per day.

  The chess instruction is organised by me with the assistance of other trainers.  I am looking for some more trainers to give me additional support.  So if any of the higher-graded players would like to come along, please get in touch with me soon for further details.  There will be separate playing groups depending on the playing strengths of individuals.  There will also be a handicap tournament which trainees always enjoy playing for a cup.  Where appropriate, tuition for non-players may be available.

  In addition to the chess there are planned excursions and evening entertainments including a quiz.  It is highly likely that one evening’s entertainment will be provided by members of our party, so if you have something which you think will delight the audience please come prepared!

  Players who attended this year’s theme break will receive details in due course.  However, I recommend that anyone who wishes to attend should contact the hotel soon, as I understand that bookings are coming in fast.

  The overall tuition for the week’s theme break is in my hands, and I look forward to seeing many BCA members there.


Peter Gibbs.

11 Salisbury Road, Burbage, Hinckley LE10 2AR

tel. and fax 01455 440 236

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

  I would like to start my report by thanking Geoff Patching for the many years’ service he has put in as friendly games coordinator and also by welcoming Stephen Hilton on board as he takes over this job.  If you would like friendly games ring 01475 716004 or email stephenhilton1962@ntlworld.com.

BCA Championship.

Group A

Way - Lovell 1 - 0 Budapest gambit 27

Hague - Way 0 - 1 Polish 50

Scores: Way 2 - 2, Mark Hague 0 - 1, Lovell 0 - 1.

League division 1
McElroy - Hague 1 - 0 Caro-Kann 30

Hague - Schaefer 0 - 1 Sicilian 20

S. Brown - O’Brien 0.5 – 0.5 Queen’s pawn 32
Scores: McElroy 2 - 2, Schaefer 1 - 2, O’Brien 0.5 - 1, S. Brown 0.5 - 1, Hague 0 - 2.

League division 2
Spink - Hodgkins 0 - 1 Queen’s pawn 41

Gallacher - Rees 1 - 0

Bryant - Gallacher 1 - 0 Ruy Lopez 31

Rees - Bryant 0 - 1 irregular 29

Spink - Bryant 0 - 1

Gallacher - Spink 1 - 0
Scores: Bryant 4.5 - 5, Hodgkins 3.5 - 4, Gallacher 3 - 5, Rees 0 - 2, Spink 0 - 4, Price 0 - 4.

League division 3
Mactavish - Atherton 0 - 1 English 23
Scores: Crombie 4 - 4, Atherton 4 - 4, Mctavish 1 - 3, Cuthbert 1 - 3, Patching 1 - 3, Graham 0 - 5.

Friendlies
Couchman - Hodgkins 0.5 – 0.5 Icelandic gambit 40
Scores for 2005: Spink 20, Atherton 18.

Third e-mail tournament
Way - Chan 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 51

McGuigan - Chan 0 - 1 Slav 47

Chan - Hilton 0 - 1 irregular 34

Irving - McGuigan 0 - 1

McGuigan - Wall 1 - 0
Scores: Hilton 4.5 - 5, Way 4 - 5, McGuigan 2 - 5, Wall 1.5 - 5, Chan 1 - 4, Irving 0 - 4.  Congratulations to Stephen Hilton on winning this tournament.


Guy Whitehouse.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.

  The following members have allowed their membership of BCA to lapse:

Lee Clarke, John Crowley, M. Dina, Gavril Draghici, Mrs. Cathy Harris and Dacian Pribeanu.

  During May/June I will be producing a new membership list in all mediums.


David Hodgkins.

ASSESSING THE NEED FOR CHESS BOOKS IN BRAILLE

  For some time now the BCA has had a couple of projects going with Frankland Prison Brailling unit trying to get two books, the Chess Training Pocket Guide and Forty Lessons for the Club Player, put into Braille.  Unfortunately we have found the quality of Braille such that the project is simply too slow; there are too many errors.

  This has led me to give some thought to the idea of taking our Brailling of books in-house.  Whether this becomes worthwhile will ultimately depend on the likely demand for Braille chess books.  Put quite simply, if the overwhelming preference is for books on cassette or for books which have been scanned then it may simply be best to leave individuals to approach the RNIB and arrange to have books they are interested in Brailled when and as the RNIB can fit them into their schedule.

  If on the other hand there is sufficient interest, then I think it is feasible for the BCA to start the process of setting up our own Brailling operation.  The project would be slow starting off but once up and running should tick over reasonably smoothly.  If you are likely to be interested in Braille books perhaps you could let me know (see my contact details at the front of the Gazette).

Guy Whitehouse
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  Although the Annual Chess Theme Break started up as a collaboration between BCA and the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association a dozen or more years ago it has, for a number of years, been run by Peter and Celia Gibbs in collaboration with Action for Blind People.  Windermere Manor Hotel was again the venue and Chris Lawrence and the really friendly staff have a special knack of making you feel relaxed and cosseted.  Mealtimes at the Manor are always a special event with little groups sitting around studying the mouth-watering choices on the menu.  What will it be tonight?  Shall we try the guinea fowl, the venison, the trout or the red bream?  Or shall we resist the exotica and go for the good old roast beef or Cumberland sausages?  My ventures into the vegetarian options have been equally rewarding.

  Travel to Windermere was difficult for those of us relying on public transport due to the “upgrading” work being carried out at weekends on the Preston to Carlisle line.  Many arrived near to exhaustion following long journeys with the hour and three quarters coach ride from Preston to Windermere to follow rail travel from our various starting points.  We learned that 36 guests had booked for the week.  A few had not booked to be part of the chess theme break but were very quickly integrated into the friendly company. 
  During Sunday and Monday players were organised into small groups with Peter Gibbs, Tyson Mordue, John Gallagher, Peter Price and myself offering some tuition or coaching.  We try to set the level to suit the varying needs of those who join our group.  Some seek quite deep analysis which can be given by Peter Gibbs and Tyson whilst others are looking just for a few tips to help them get a little more from the great game. 
  Tuesday we all had a day off when most of us joined the Manor minibuses for a great day out which took in a run for the dogs, a cruise on Derwent Water with an interesting commentary by Terry and a local guide and lunch in Cockermouth. 
  Wednesday and Thursday were taken up with the handicap tournament devised by Peter Gibbs in which weaker players receive more time than the stronger players.  By Thursday morning Phil Gordon, George Phillips and Steve Thacker emerged as winners of their groups.  In the play for the Windermere Manor Trophy Steve turned out to be the lucky winner with Phil second and George third.  I would not normally describe the winner of a chess tournament as lucky but this was the generous way Steve described his victory.  On Friday morning those who were able to muster a final burst of energy were split into two groups for simultaneous displays by Peter and Tyson. 
  Evenings during this event are informal and enjoyed by many.  A quiz and a couple of bingo sessions put on by the hotel were good fun and an ingenious general knowledge quiz game devised by Sheila Milsom tested our ability to think quickly and resulted in Dorothy Hodges showing that she could think more quickly than any of us.  Juliet Reeve proved to be a very persuasive promoter gathering together around 17 from our party willing to perform a variety of entertainments including: recitations, monologues, jokes and musical offerings ranging from the beautiful voice of Ruth Carlin to the rather more earthy folk singing of Geoff Patching.  All compered charmingly by Juliet herself. 
  A great week full of fun and friendship.  Thanks to Peter and Celia Gibbs who give so generously of their time and in Peter’s case his chess expertise. 
  The event next year will run from Thursday 26 January until Thursday 3 February.  This was the wish of the overwhelming majority of those who attended this year in the hope that the weekend disruptions to trains might be avoided.  The cost, which includes full board, tuition and all the entertainment and trips will be £238 per person. 

Stan Lovell.

2005 6-NATIONS TOURNAMENT

NUNSPEET, HOLLAND

14TH-18TH MARCH

  Les Whittle writes: 
  By 6 p.m. on Monday 14th March, all the teams had arrived at Nunspeet, some 70 kilometres east of Amsterdam, in readiness for the tournament.  Over a leisurely taken dinner our team – Steve Burnell (Captain), Bill Armstrong, myself and David Hodgkins – learned that we had been drawn against Switzerland in round 1.  All went well on the Tuesday morning with England winning 3.5 to 0.5 with our Captain getting the draw.  Tuesday afternoon saw England beating Belgium 3 - 1, with Steve and Bill earning the draws. 
  In round 3 on Wednesday morning we had to play Holland, where Steve, myself and Dave all drew, with Bill winning to give us the match 2.5 to 1.5. 
  In the afternoon there was a bus excursion to the nearby city of Elburg, where we visited a museum which was very pleasant in the warm sunshine. 
  At this stage I should mention that we had equal match points with the favourites Germany, and only half a game point less, and we were just wondering whether we could do a little better than Ireland who had the best score against them, although they had lost 3 - 1. 
  Round 4, Thursday morning, and battle commenced against the favourites.  For a long period it did look as though we might do something, but sadly it was not meant to be.  And one by one we all suffered our first defeat.  Even the organisers were surprised at the 4 – 0 score-line. 
  Thursday afternoon and the fifth and final round: now this match against Ireland had become crucial as they were one game point ahead of us, and only needed to draw.  Silence fell and the games started.  It was not long before we had some action.  Steve and Ernie McElroy agreed a draw: already Dave was 2 pawns down and appeared to be sinking.  However, Lady Luck smiled, he survived and then he won.  Meanwhile, yours truly gained the upper hand in an endgame to win and clinch victory.  Soon afterwards Bill also won to make the score 3.5 – 0.5. 
  Final table: 1 Germany 10 match points, 2 England 8, 3 Ireland 6, 4 Holland 3, 5 Switzerland 2, 6 Belgium 1.

  The hotel was comfortable, the food good and the chess-room spacious.  Whether winning or losing I think I speak for everyone when I say we all had an enjoyable time.

ANALYSING WITH THE COMPUTER, PART I

by Rainer Knaack

translated and with a short introduction by Hans Cohn

A reader’s note.  You may well need 2 chess boards if you are going to study this lengthy and involved article.

Introduction.

More and more chess players are acquiring chess computers, and this goes for the visually impaired as much as for anyone else.  This 4-part series was first published in the German magazine Schach in 1998 and “adapted” for publication in the German Braille chess magazine by Eckhard Kroger, whom older members of our Olympic squad will remember as an occasional member of the German team, now editor of the German Braille chess magazine.  I had originally intended putting it into our Braille Chess Magazine, but as I no longer have control over its contents, your editor has agreed to let me have precious space in these pages, in the hope that people will find this a useful addition to their chess armoury. Although I am a regular computer user, I must hope that I will not be “stumped” by any of the technical terms in German that may appear in this article.

1.  Basic techniques.


The increasing significance of computer use in the analysis of games is an important feature of today’s chess.  It cannot be otherwise: particularly as regards tactical twists, it would be a cardinal sin of omission even for the strongest players, were they minded to do without the help of a computer nowadays.  If one is lucky analyses are checked by an editor, but one does not have to leave this matter to the world elite and the editors alone; everyone can today analyse their own and other people’s games with the help of a computer.  But merely to press a button and absorb the results does not work in face of long-held opinions or rather does not lead to convincing results.


Maybe “Fritz” can analyse an entire game on its own, but one gains considerably more certain knowledge by taking the lead oneself.


Everything said here relates – unless otherwise stated – to “Fritz 5.32”, your author is working above all with “Fritz 5.32” under “ChessBase 7.0”, but the results do not differ in principle from those in “Fritz” direct.  Other programs may yield similar results.


I shall devote the first of my 4-part article to basic techniques.

1.1 Practical procedure.


Sometimes moves are criticised because an alternative would have led to a win.  A little later the same player again misses the win; the first bad mark was therefore awarded unjustly.  An example I quote frequently is the following game:

L. Portisch – S. Johannessen, Havana 1966

Slav defence D47

1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. e3 e6 5. Nf3 Nbd7 6. Bd3 dc4 7. Bc4 b5 8. Bd3 b4 9. Ne5 Bb7 10. Nf6 Nf6 11. Qa4 Be7 12. Bd2 a5 13. e4 00 14. e5 Nd7 15. Qc2 h6 16. h4 c5 17. Rh3 Bf3 18. Bh6 Bh4 19. gf3 gh6 20. Ke2 Ne5 21. de5 Qd4 22. Rh4 Qh4 23. Rg1 Kh8 24. Qc1

Diagram 1:

r4r1k; 5p2; 4p2p; p1p1P3; 1p5q; 3B1P2; PP2KP2; 2Q3R1

24. …f6? 25. Rg6 1-0

The text parries the threat 25. Rh1 (…Qg5) but creates a deadly hole on g6.  Black should play 24. …c4! which even wins at first sight, e.g. 25. Bc4? Rac8 or 25. Be4? Rad8 26. Rh1 Rd2!  Schein, with the help at the time of “Fritz 4”, found 25. Bb1! Rfd8! 26. Rh1 Rd2! 27. Qd2 Qh1 28. Qc2 Kg7 29. Qh7 Kf8 30. Qh8 Ke7 31. Qf6 Ke8 32. Bg6! with perpetual check.


25. Bb1 is given by the computer relatively quickly today, but without the complete correct variation.  It sticks for a long time on 25. Bb1 Rad8? (the wrong rook) 26. Rh1 Rd2 27. Qd2 Qh1 28. Qc2 f5 29. ef6 Rf7 with the assessment a 0.19, but after 30. Qg6 White is clearly winning.


There is no point in waiting for a correct assessment from bigger computers.  You have to enter the variation yourself and test it.


Going back in the same game we get

Diagram 2 after 20. …Ne5

r2q1rk1; 5p2; 4p2p; p1p1n3; 1p1P3b; 3B1P1R; PPQ1KP2; R7

As indicated above, 21. de5 leads to a draw.  However, “Fritz” quickly shows 21. Rg1! testing the variation yields a fairly quick win for White.  Therefore: 

  1. after 21. Qc1 the position is drawn.

  2. with 21. Rg1 White could win.

Conclusion: if one does not know that 24. …f6 gives away the draw one will not criticise 21. de5 either.  21. Rg1 would just be another winning line.  Only the recognition that 24. …f6 is a mistake leads to the realisation that 21. de5 is also one.

1.2 When and how do I use help in analysis?


In what instances are the suggestions offered by the computer so unreliable that one had best ignore them immediately?

Diagram 3:

rnbqk2r; pp2nppp; 4p3; 2ppP3; 3P4; P1P5; 2P2PPP; R1BQKBNR


Anyone who expects answers in this position simply has wrong expectations.  It is highly improbable that a program can provide the answer in reasonable time as to whether in the Winawer variation of the French defence the aggressive 7. Qg4 or the positional 7. Nf3 is better.  Even if you leave a quick computer brooding for a week it will bring up nothing useful.  Values like 0.1 or A 0.1 only tell you whether the programmer favours White’s Bishop pair or Black’s intact Pawn structure.  Search in the advanced stage of openings is, of course, possible; examples will follow in later parts.  A decided weakness of chess programs is the constantly recurring neglect of one’s own King’s safety.  You throw a piece at the program, open a line and lo and behold!  An unparryable mating attack appears on the screen without the program having registered this in the assessment.

Diagram 4:

r1b2rk1; 4pp1p; p2p1npQ; qppPn1N1; 2P1P2P; 2N2P2; PP4P1; 2KR1B1R


14. …b4 15. Nb1 Qc7 16. Be2! 17. h5 with the idea 18. Nh7 is an unparryable deadly threat.  If Black meets 16. Be2 with …e6 there comes 17. f4 and Black no longer has the reply …Ng4.


“Fritz 5.32” would play quite differently, and the assessment only changes to “White plus” right at the end.  However, the conclusion that programs cannot be sensibly used for analysing positions of this type would be quite wrong.  For working out the following variations they are eminently suitable: 15. …Qa2 (instead of …Qc7)

16. h5 Nc4 17. Rd2!! Nd2 (Na5 18. Nh7! Nb3 19. Kc2 Na1 20. Kd1! Qb1 21. Ke2 and wins) 18. Nd2 Bf5 (only move) 19. ef5 gf5 20. Rh3 Kh8 21. Rg3 with the decisive threat 22. Nh7.  Precisely because programs are bone-hard defenders, a tactical variation which is computer-tested should hardly fail.

1.3 One or more variations?


I almost always look at only one variation, and use the function “alternatives” to analyse other variations.  I find this has two advantages:

  1. Greater depth is achieved more quickly.

  2. You avoid becoming the computer’s slave because you have to look for alternative moves yourself.


Nevertheless, there is something to be said for the “more-variations mode”.  In that case a few computer resources will be branched off for side variations, so that the same depth as in the “one-variation mode” is reached a little later, but an advantage of the “more-variations method” is: you see at a glance what other moves come into consideration.  Best is certainly alternation between both methods as appropriate to the position.

1.4 Entering variations.


The most important analysing technique consists in making moves which are either suggested by the computer or one considers plausible oneself.  This way a program calculating variations reaches depth of calculation much more quickly, as we saw in diagram 1.  The best variation, beginning with 25. Bb1! Rfd8!, is not found by the computer alone.  Only after refuting 23. …Rad8 one gets to the drawing variation 25. …Rfd8.  To do this one must call up the losing variation backward for Black alternatives.  The analysis from back to front mentioned above does not only go for the moves of the game.


However, the entry into variations is also a potential source for mistakes.  What, for instance, if instead of 18. …Bh4??  Black plays more strongly 18. …Bg4! 19. Rg3 f5 20. Rg4?

Diagram 5:

r2q1rk1; 3nb1p1; 4p2B; p1p1Pp2; 1p1P2RP; 3B4; PPQ2PP1; R3K3


20. …Rf7! is shown first after a few seconds if one has already played 20. …fg4?? (for staying at that point only a minute, one will never finish the analysis!)  The computer finds that after 21. Bh7 Kh8 22. Bg7 Kg7 23. Qg6 Kh8 24. Bg8! White wins.  Again I repeat the need to analyse “from the back”.  Since 20. …fg4 leads to a forced win for White, any alternative which does not lose is better.  Having come thus far, it is not much further to 20. …Rf7!

Summarising the elementary conclusions:-

- to enter the variations is absolutely necessary.

- carrying out the analysis back to front leads to the correct assumptions.

- calling up one or more variations?  Both procedures have advantages and disadvantages.

ANSWER TO “SICILIAN” HAS ITS CHIPS

  In the last Gazette readers were invited to find one six-lettered anagram in the word “Sicilian”.  Even a computer buff must have found the word “silica”!


Editor.

“QUEENSPAWN” CAN PRODUCE TIDDLERS

  See if you can fish around to find six six-lettered anagrams in the word “queenspawn”.

  Answers in the next Gazette.


Editor.

STOP PRESS

The Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress was held on 8/10 April at the Sleep Inn, Newton Aycliffe, near Darlington.  Congratulations go to Chris Ross who won the open section and to Shirley Watkins who won the minor one.  A full report of the tournament will appear in the next issue of the Gazette.

In the Agm itself, Bill Armstrong was elected as the new Publicity Officer and Alastair Irving was elected as the new Junior Representative.  All the other officers were re-elected. 

The copying and distribution of the regular tape services (Chess Magazine, Chris Ross commentated games, Popular Chess, Chess Moves and press cuttings) will in future be handled by Richard Harrington.  All these services are free to members so please get in touch with Richard if you want to arrange to receive them or to obtain further information.

Norman Wragg


