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  Treasurer: R. Kidals.
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* * * * *

  Friendly games co-ordinator (not a committee officer): Geoff Patching, Gwenver, Kenneggy, Germoe, Penzance, TR20 9AH.  Tel. 01736 762 392.

  NB: Non-Braillists: Richard Kidals, Richard Murphy and Norman Wragg: tape or print.

  Note: The views expressed by members in the Gazette do not necessarily reflect the policies or views of BCA.
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EDITORIAL

  Wilkinson’s have gone “The Second Mile.”  I am very pleased to report that the firm of Wilkinsons has again donated to the BCA the sum of £500.  This is a repeat of a like donation made to BCA last year.  We are most grateful for the firm’s continued generosity.  The BCA has an ambitious programme ahead, and this valuable addition to funds will be of great benefit.

  I strongly advise you all to study the front page listing members of the committee.  This is normally the page which is most ignored, but this time you skip it at your peril!  You will observe sea changes in the membership: a former chairman has returned; a new secretary has been elected together with a website co-ordinator, and a trio of youth has joined the committee to enliven the deliberations.  The old order has changed, yielding place to new!

  Also in this magazine, you will read the long-awaited report of the World Junior Championship in which our contingent acquitted themselves well.  There are excellent reports of the AGM Tournament and a separate one on the actual meeting.  You have a cordial invitation to join the annual gathering at Windermere at the end of  January.  There is literally food for thought in Personalia; and you will find a profile of our new secretary.

  I thank you all for electing me for another year, but to keep the Gazette continuing its high standard I need the wherewithal from you!  So please let me have your contributions by 26th June.


Peter Price.

MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS

  January: Julia Scott, No. 66.

  February: Peter Price, No. 14.

  March: Tyson Mordue, No. 25.

  If you know that your Millennium Club fee is due for renewal, please pay promptly to ease my administration.


Richard Kidals, (Hon. Treasurer).

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

  All events run by the BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  A message from the Tournament Organiser.

  I have been experiencing some difficulties with Royal Mail in connection with items sent under the articles for the blind free post concession without an articles for the blind label.  Although I know of no regulation which requires the use of articles for the blind labels I am requesting those sending entries to me under the concession to use them.  I realise that the recent imposition of a £2.50 post and packing charge by RNIB has made people reluctant to make small purchases from the institute so I have acquired a stock of AFB labels on behalf of BCA.  These are on offer to members at 50 for £1.25.

  Bookings.  From now on those wishing to book extra nights will be asked to pay for the extra nights required direct to the hotel.  It will still be necessary to inform the organiser of your requirements.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at BCA events.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

  On-line and telephone payments.  Please note.  Those paying entry and accommodation fees direct into the BCA account either on-line or by telephone transfer are still required to inform the tournament organiser of their entry and booking requirements. 


Stan Lovell.

21st/22nd August.  British Rapid Play Championship for Blind and Partially Sighted Players, at the West Bromwich Moat House Hotel.  Entry fee £10.  Dinner, bed and breakfast £37.50.  Round 1 will start at 1:30 pm Saturday and the tournament will finish at approximately 12 noon Sunday.  Please note: in order for this tournament to go ahead 8 entries must be received by 30th June.    Organiser Stan Lovell.

19th/21st November 2004.  BCA International Autumn Tournament.  Garth Hotel, Stafford.  Entry £10.  Accommodation, including dinner, bed and breakfast: £39 per person per night. The same rate will apply for those booking Sunday night.  Open event open to all visually handicapped players and to associate members of BCA.  Minor limited to visually handicapped players and associate members whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.

  We believe the Garth Hotel will prove to be a good venue.  It is situated in the outskirts of the town a £4 taxi fare from Stafford rail station.  Stafford can be reached by mainline trains from most areas of the country.  It is also conveniently situated for car users.  Overseas visitors are advised to use Birmingham International or Manchester airport.

  Organiser, Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel: 01642 775 668 e-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk


Stan Lovell.

ANNUAL CHESS THEME BREAK 2005

  The twelfth annual theme break will be held from 29th January to 5th February at the Action for Blind People Windermere Manor Hotel, Rayrigg Road, Windermere LA23 1ES, tel: 01539 445801, fax 01539 448397.

  The tariff will be £224 per person to include full boards and trips.

  The chess instruction is organised by me with the assistance of other trainers.  I am looking for some more trainers to give me additional support.  So if any of the higher graded players would like to come along, please get in touch with me soon for further details.  There will be separate playing groups depending on the playing strengths of individuals.  Where appropriate, tuition may be available for non-players.

  In addition to the chess there are planned excursions and evening entertainments including a quiz.  It is highly likely that one evening’s entertainment will be provided by members of our party, so if you have something which you think will delight the audience please come prepared!

  Players who attended this year’s theme break will receive details in due course.  However, I recommend that anyone who wishes to attend should contact the hotel soon, as I understand that bookings are coming in fast.

  The overall tuition for the week’s theme break is in my hands, and I look forward to seeing many BCA members there.


Peter Gibbs. 
A PLEA FOR THE LADDER TABLE

Dear Editor,

  From time to time articles have appeared in the Gazette regarding the ladder table but I am very concerned that not all members are aware of it.

  For the benefit of new members, the ladder relates to friendly games played by post or e-mail and all members of the BCA are eligible.  Two points are awarded for a win and one for a draw, and in the case of a draw the player with the white pieces informs me of the result.  The points are added and retained from year to year, but at 31st December the player with most points is awarded the BCA ladder shield.  The winner holds the shield for a year but starts off the next year with no points.

  Anyone wishing to play friendly games need only send me a tape offering me a game or asking me for names and addresses of members willing to play them.  Please let me know your grade so that I can match you with players of a comparable grade.

Geoff Patching, friendly games co-ordinator.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

BCA Premier Group:

Whittle - S. Brown 1 - 0 Queen’s pawn 43

McElroy - Whittle 1/2 - 1/2 Caro Kann 41

Brown - McElroy 0 - 1 king’s pawn 26

Scores: Whittle 4.5 - 5, McElroy 3.5 - 4, Whitehouse 3 - 4, Bryant 2.5 - 6, O’Brien 2 - 4, S. Brown 1.5 - 4, Cohn 0.5 - 3, Spink 0.5 - 7.

Group A:

Hodgkins - Couchman 1 - 0 Ruy Lopez 68

Hodgkins - Hague 0 - 1 Queen’s gambit declined 62 

Hague - Innes 1 - 0 Danish 47

Scores: Hague 4 - 4, Hodgkins 3 - 4, Couchman 2 - 4, Hall 1 - 1, Innes 1 - 4, Bishop 0-5.

Group C:

Townshend - Graham 1 - 0

Scores: Patching 4 - 4, Rees 1 - 2, Townshend 1 - 3, Graham 0 - 2, Potter 0 - 3.


Guy Whitehouse.

A WIN FOR THE BCA

  In the summer of 2003 a team of five players from the BCA, Chris Ross, John Wall, John Way, Richard Murphy and Guy Whitehouse, took on a very strong team from the British Correspondence Chess Association in a friendly match.  Each player had two games against their opponent, one with white and one with black.

  I took the team into the lead winning my game with white fairly quickly; actually the game was won on a typo though I had established a strong position and was about to go a pawn up without black having any compensation.  John Wall then strengthened the team’s position by completing his games with a score of 1.5 - 0.5, winning with white and drawing with black.  Richard shared the points with his opponent, each winning one game, but then Chris, who plays very little postal chess and who had fielded an opponent with a postal grade of 191, lost both his games so the match was suddenly even.  Fortunately John Way guaranteed the team victory by grinding out two wins against his opponent.  It was just as well that he did win both games because I failed to hold on in a position where I was a pawn down and in further difficulties and lost the final game of the match.  The final score was 5.5 - 4.5 in our favour, a very satisfactory result.

  Although the match was a friendly and there were some typos in a couple of the games, the chess was marked by its fighting quality, there being only one draw in ten games.  I wish to thank everyone in the team for their fine efforts; I enjoyed the experience of captaining the team and of playing as part of a team.  If anyone reading this wants to play as part of a team in a friendly postal match, please contact me.  You don’t have to play by e-mail; it is no problem for me to try and organise you an opponent who would be prepared to play by telephone or tape, or even by print if you have someone who can help you write your moves.

Guy Whitehouse

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.

  It is imperative that everyone within the BCA observes the above guidelines in order to help keep the membership records and Gazette mailing lists as accurate as possible.


David Hodgkins.

  Note: Peter Newport was listed in the last Gazette as a lapsed member.  This was due to a lengthy breakdown in communication.  Happily, now Peter’s name and contact have been restored, and he is in the membership list again.


David Hodgkins.

LETTER: POSTAL CHESS

Dear Editor,


Having played in BCA postal tournaments for 55 years, I am coming to the reluctant conclusion that Braille is ceasing to be a viable option for sending moves.  The reason is the gradual (and continuing) deterioration of the postal service.  I suspect that the usual way of sending moves in Braille by way of transparent plastic envelope is inimical of the sorting system, so that these letters get shoved aside instead of being dealt with immediately.  I find it is common for a move to be in the post for ten days before reaching its destination.  A process of simple arithmetic reveals that the statutory limit for 35 moves, 21 months, is not long enough: 35 moves equals 70 postings, multiplied by ten: result, one month short of two years.  Cassette wallets are a better, though more expensive, option but e-mail is certainly the quickest, apart from obliging players to keep to a time limit.  However, I would advise anyone who chooses this method of playing a number of games to make sure that their e-mail folder has an efficient clearing system for the in-box as well as a good “dustman” for its recycle bin.


Hans Cohn.

A NOTE FROM THE CASSETTE LIBRARIAN

  By the time you read this, Mark Kirkham will be in charge of the cassette library.  I wish to thank Mark for taking over from me, and to thank Derek Spink and Jim Lidstone for duplicating the chess periodicals during my tenure.  Jim will be continuing with this task.

  At the AGM I was given garden tokens with which I will buy a red camellia.  Thank you all very much and good wishes for the future.


Shirley Watkins.

LOST WHITE SYMBOL CANE IS FOUND

  After the AGM tournament at the Midland Hotel, reception staff gave Shirley an 84 cm white symbol cane.  Anyone who has lost such a weapon, please contact Shirley Watkins.  

3RD WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP IBCA

Mondariz Balneario, Galicia, Spain

28th August – 6th September 2003

  The British juniors participating in this event were Simon Ledwith, Darren Paskell, Alastair Irving, Robin Williams, and Yan Kit Chan.  10 countries were represented by 23 players (including 2 girls) of all abilities, making for a diverse and interesting tournament.  9 rounds was perhaps too many considering the relatively small number of entries, and this led to some rather extreme up/down-floats in the later stages (plus a number of all-British encounters)!  It was slightly surprising (disappointing?) to see that, apart from the Brits, there was only one other player whose visual impairment was such that he needed to use his hands to “realise” the board.  The tournament had its fair share of incidents and communication difficulties, mostly as a result of language barriers between players of different nationalities.  Nevertheless, a good time was had by all!

  The hotel was very pleasant, complete with outdoor swimming pool, bar, and patio.  Mealtimes were... “interesting” shall we say, especially for the vegetarians!  The weather was of course sweltering during the day, and we all learned to live in harmony with the Spanish flies!

  We soon settled into a daily routine.  I would lead a general coaching session for our juniors after breakfast, which included looking through their games from the previous round, and preparing for the next set of opponents.  Printed bulletins were usually available around this time, containing all the results from the previous day, along with selected games.  The bulletins were very useful, and one of the best features of this tournament I thought.  The round for the day followed lunch, leaving the evening to relax and recuperate after the evening meal.  We enjoyed getting to know a few of the other players in the tournament and socialising with some of the seniors.  A rest day at the midway point of the tournament provided a well-earned break from the chess with a trip to Santiago de Compostela.

  Overall, our players faced some tough opposition, but they all won at least one game and produced some memorable moments!  In round 4, Alastair kept control in a complicated position to defeat Horbac (ESL), and Darren persevered in a desperate position to hold on for the draw against the unpredictable Dalle (BEL).  This was also the best round for the squad with no losses and 3.5 out of 4 (plus one bye).  In round 7, Simon displayed killer instinct in his win against Marcin (ESL), and Yan’s determination enabled him to turn the game around against Drazetic (CRO) (see below).  In round 8, Robin capitalised on a tactical error by Merker (GER) and mopped up in style.

  The following game was one of the highlights.  Yan seemed to find his form as the tournament progressed...

Drazetic (CRO) - Chan (ENG)

(round 7), 04.09.2003

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 a6 6. a4 Nc6 7. Nb3 e6 8 f4 Qc7 9. Be3 Be7 10. Be2 0 - 0 11. 0 - 0 Rd8 12. a5 Qb8 13. Bb6 Re8 14. f5 Bd8 15.Bg4 Bxb6+ 16. axb6 Ne5 17. Be2 Rd8 18. Nc5 Re8 19. Nd3 Nc4 20. Rf3 exf5 21. exf5 Bxf5 22. b3 Bxd3 23. Rxd3 Nb2 24. Qd2 Nxd3 25. Qxd3 Qd8 26. Na4 Nd7 27. Qf5 Rxe2 28. Rf1 Qe7 29. Nc3 Re1 30. Nd5 Qe2 31. Qxf7+ Kh8 32. Nc7 Rf8 0 – 1

  Black seemed cramped and under pressure out of the opening, but refused to be intimidated by his opponent’s aggressive play.  Yan found some unexpected counter-attacking moves (“counter-attack is the best form of defence!”), e.g. 16...Ne5 & 19...Nc4!, and was alert to various tactical possibilities (especially knight forks!), e.g. 21...Bxf5 & 23...Nb2.  White was stunned by Black’s energetic play and soon stumbled into a lost position.  Yan held his nerve right to the end, realising that the scary looking 31 .Qxf7+ led nowhere, and finally that there was no back-rank mate with 33. Qxf8+ Nxf8 34. Rxf8 since the last move in that sequence is illegal (White’s rook is pinned)!

  The eventual winner was Desan Jose (ESP) who had led for much of the tournament.  Despite being caught by Nasobin (RUS) in the closing stages, the tie-break gave Desan Jose the title.

  The tournament was a valuable, albeit tiring, experience for the British juniors.  I enjoyed getting to know them over the duration of the trip, and was particularly impressed by their enthusiasm for the game, and desire to do well and improve.  Well done!

  Final scores:

6th, Yan Kit Chan 5/9

11th, Robin Williams 4.5/9

16th, Alastair Irving 4/9

20th, Darren Paskell 3.5/9

22nd, Simon Ledwith 2.5/9

  You can visit the tournament website at:   http://www.ajedrezmarcote.com/2003/visuales/europeovisual.php


Paul Cumbers

WINDERMERE 2004

Report on the 11th Annual Chess Theme Break held at the Action for Blind People Windermere Manor Hotel.

  A smell of new paint greeted us as we entered the hotel on 31st January, and this smell of freshness seemed to reflect the new and lively ambience of the whole establishment.  Chris Lawrence, the recently appointed manager, and his staff were so friendly, helpful and accommodating to our changing plans: the programme for the week being threatened by what proved to be the worst Lake District floods for 50 years.  The food was excellent and the accommodation comfortable.

  To the background accompaniment of the sound of relentless rain, the first two day were occupied by coaching sessions.  The 15 players were divided into small groups according to strength and supervised by Peter Gibbs, Tyson Mordue, Les Whittle and Colin Chambers.  “Yours truly” was assigned the intriguing task of introducing other hotel residents to the chessboard for the first time.

  Day three would normally have been the free day for a full-scale excursion, but the weather refused to give over so the mini tournament began.  Each group engaged in an all-play-all with a substantial time handicap contributing to some surprising results.  I shall always remember the “buzz” that went round when a lady with a BCA grade of 32 beat a seasoned exponent with a BCA grade of 103!  Even the writer did not escape a thrashing from a player graded 25 points below him – and the clock had no hand in this debacle.

  Group leaders to emerge to face the finals were: Phil Gordon and George Plechaty 3 points each, Geoff Patching 2.5, Brian Perham 1.5 and Bob Brown who failed to score – even so, we all considered it a success that he qualified for the final play-offs.

  The final resulted in a tie between George Plechaty, who had won the cup last year, and Phil Gordon.  Both names will be on the trophy for 2004.

  Peter Gibbs gave his customary simultaneous chess display.  Once again he triumphed over a good number of us – hiding his incisive, crushing play under a cloak of geniality and good humour.

  The last day was the postponed free day, the weather having relented, so we could enjoy excursions to several places of interest.  The journeys were enlivened by the superb commentaries from Terry, the hotel’s leisure consultant.

  Evening entertainment was varied and of a high order.  For example, on Tuesday a soiree, compered by Juliet with her sparkling patter, revealed what talent lies amongst our members: monologues, songs, limericks and a blindfold game of chess between Peter Gibbs and Tyson Mordue which mysteriously ended in a draw, all contributed to an evening of great hilarity.  On Thursday, while Sheila Milsom produced at short notice another of her brain-teasing quizzes for the general enjoyment of the party, a few of us succumbed to Tyson with his simultaneous display.

  Our thanks go to Peter, Tyson and the other trainers for their patient tuition; and to all the ladies and friends who helped to make for a very happy and memorable week.


Editor.

AGM SPRING CONGRESS

  On a rainy and rather breezy Friday afternoon, 19th March 2004, members began arriving at the Midland Hotel, Derby, for the A.G.M. and the weekend spring congress.  After the evening meal, where service was rather slow, the first round of chess got underway half an hour late with 22 players in the Open section and 14 in the Minor.

The Big Lad’s Back.

  It was pleasing to see Graham Lilley back and in action but the real drama and excitement did not begin to build up until after round 2 when there were only 4 people on maximum points, Colin Chambers, Paul Cumbers, Chris Ross and Graham.

  In round 3 Chris and Graham drew while Paul defeated Colin to move half a point clear with a maximum score.  At this stage Tyson Mordue had 2.5 points and who unfortunately had to retire suffering from a back problem.  Steve Burnell drew with Tyson in round 2 and beat Steve Thacker in round 3 to go to 2.5 points.

  In round 4 Chris drew with Paul while Graham defeated Steve Burnell.  We now had Graham and Paul on 3.5 points with Chris on 3 who was joined by Rob Van Aurich who had just won his third game.  Colin drew with yours truly and Steve Thacker beat Peter Price giving them 2.5 points each.  There were still at least 7 players in contention to win something but who would last the pace?

  Round 5 saw Chris beat Rob to go into the lead on 4 points, but a few minutes later Graham won his game against Paul to move up to 4.5 points.  Colin won his last round game against Roger Waters to join Paul on 3.5 points along with Steve Thacker who beat Alec Crombie to share third prize as well as collecting a grading prize.  Steve Burnell and yours truly drew finishing with 3 points along with Rob.  Despite losing 2 games, George Plechaty won his other 3 and for his success deserved the second grading prize.

  In the Minor tournament, competition was just as keen and just as friendly as it was in the Open.  After 3 rounds there were 2 clear leaders on maximum points, veteran Geoff Patching and one of our younger members, Simon Ledwith.  As a result they had to play each other in round 4.  Would experience or would youthful enthusiasm win?  Both players offered a draw, both players refused the offer, but the game did end in an honourable draw.  Although Shirley Watkins had lost a game she did beat John Kidals in round 4 to move on to 3 points just half a point behind the leaders.  Who would hold their nerve in round 5?  Shirley was paired against Geoff and Simon was paired against another of the younger members Chris England.  Was Geoff mesmerised by a lady, he could do nothing right and Shirley could do nothing wrong winning the game to go briefly into the lead on 4 points.  However, Simon won the battle of the youngsters to take his score up to 4.5 points.  The brothers Kidals, John and Richard, were rewarded for their efforts by both taking grading prizes.

  It was obvious from people’s reactions after the games had finished that we could not have had 2 more popular winners.  Let’s hope they will be back many times in the future.

  And finally, to the arbiters, Gerry Walsh, Peter Gibbs and Julie Leonard who stepped in to assist on the Saturday, we do appreciate you, thank you for giving your time and thanks also to Sheila Milsom who organised another popular and lucrative raffle – not an easy job with such a large gathering.  One thing is certain, without you we all would be losers!!     
Les Whittle.

Results

  Open:

1.  4.5 points: Lilley, first prize.

2.  4: Ross, second prize.

3 – 4.  3.5: Cumbers, Chambers, third prize.

5.  3.5: Thacker, grading prize A.

6 – 9. 3: Plechaty (grading prize B), Burnell, Van Aurich, Whittle.

10 – 12.  2.5: Murphy, Price, Waters.

13 – 14.  2: Crombie, Hoogenraad.

15 – 20.  1.5: Hodgkins, Kirkham, Phillips, Smith, Sobers, Williams.

21.  0.5: Perham.
(Tyson withdrew after three rounds, having scored 2.5.)

  Minor:

1.  4.5: Ledwith, first prize.

2.  4: Watkins, second prize.

3.  3.5: Patching, third prize.

4 – 5.  3: J. and R. Kidals, grading prize.

6 – 9. 2.5: C. Brown, Cuthbert, England, Osborne.

10 – 11.  2: R. Brown, Harrington.

12 – 13.  1.5: Busbridge, Hall.

14.  0.5: Hodges.

REPORT OF THE AGM 2004

  The meeting began with everyone standing in silent memory of three members: Peter Bond, Ray Walmisley and Maynard Harrison.

  Jim Lidstone stood down as Chairman, Stan Lovell as Secretary and Shirley Watkins as Cassette Librarian.  Jim was presented with a card holder with a silver clasp: Stan with a fine beer tankard, and Shirley with tokens for a garden centre.  All received thanks for their years of service and warm wishes for the future.

  Alec Crombie (Chairman), Norman Wragg (Secretary) and Mark Kirkham (Cassette Librarian) were all elected to the committee.  Following a slight amendment to the constitution, Chris Ross joins the committee as Website Co-ordinator etc.  Other members continue to serve with the exception of the Junior BCA representative.  As no votes had been cast in the recent ballot, it was decided that it would be up to the incoming committee to decide who will fill this post.

  Mary Marshall has been sent gardening vouchers with thanks for her excellent work in reading onto tape.  Jan Lovell was presented with a gift for her sterling efforts and was enthusiastically granted Honorary Life Membership.

  It was decided that associate members would be eligible to enter the Minor Tournament.

  From October, organisers of chess tournaments must provide good access and playing conditions for anyone with a disability.  A print and tape version of the new rules will be made available to members on request and these rules or guidelines are set out in this magazine.

  Future large print work will be provided on both sides of the paper as a trial.

  Guy Whitehouse (new editor) asked for feedback on the Braille Chess Magazine.

  The BCA archives will be stored by Hans Cohn.

  The venue and date of the next meeting will be decided by the tournament sub-committee.

  Any member may receive the full minutes of the AGM recorded onto tape by applying to the new Cassette Librarian, Mark Kirkham.


Roger Waters.

GUIDELINES FOR TOURNAMENT ORGANISERS:

GUIDELINES ON TREATMENT OF CHESS PLAYERS WITH IMPAIRMENTS

  These guidelines were produced by Cyril Johnson, Director of Home Chess, in collaboration with a Disabilities Officer.

1. These guidelines will be used for all BCF events.

2. No one has the right to refuse to play another player against whom they have been correctly paired on the grounds of race, gender, age or impairment.

3. All chess venues must either be accessible to all, or an alternative venue of at least equal quality with full supervision to be available to those who cannot access the nominated venue.

4. A circular to be sent out when all competitors are known, or with any entry forms, asking if any potential competitor has an impairment that will require special circumstances.

5. No chess player to be penalised on a time parameter against the normal rates of play because of their impairment.

6. Any impaired competitor who reasonably requests the placing of their equipment in a particular seat or orientation, has the right to do so, provided that this does not disadvantage their opponent. The event director has to ensure that the needs of both players are catered for.

7. It is strongly recommended that any playing conditions are printed out and placed on all boards before the start of play, including maps of the venue showing the location of toilets, refreshments, bookstalls, emergency exits etc.

8. It is recommended that all events have a first aid kit with the tournament director in case of accident, and that the local hospital/doctor’s phone numbers are known.

9. If a competitor cannot access the refreshments/bookstall, arrangements should be made for their needs to be met.

10. If a competitor cannot press his/her own clock or move his/her own pieces, an assistant should be available if the opponent is not willing to do so.

11. If a player has made a prior request, copies of all notices should be available in large print. If a player is unable to read large print, then the notices must be read to her/him before the start of each round, and on request without disturbing other players.

12. It is strongly recommended that all congresses adopt these guidelines and include on their entry form a section allowing an entrant to indicate any impairment and the nature of that impairment or remedial actions which need to be taken.

13. It is recommended that all team events have the rule that if a visiting team indicates that it has a player with an impairment coming with them giving sufficient notice, that the home team does everything which is reasonable to ensure that that player can participate.

14. If there are any problems, please contact the Director of Home Chess.

PERSONALIA

  Pat Roberts was featured in the BBC’s Good Food magazine in its February issue.  The article was entitled: “How can you cook when you can’t see?”  Pat was one of four people given a good deal of coverage in the article.  Through the medium of the local talking newspaper, many months go, Pat was invited to speak about her experiences in cooking.  This led to a 20 minute telephone interview with the editor of the Good Food Magazine.  Pat had a real “grilling” as the interview covered a wide range of questions about visual impairment and the problems, aids and technique in cooking.  After months of wondering what would happen, the article was published.

  Pat’s very own recipe: Smoked Haddock Crumble.

  Part 1.

12 oz. smoked haddock

packet of parsley sauce or white sauce

half a pint of milk

small tin of sweet corn.

  Cut fish into small chunks, make sauce from packet’s instructions, drain tin of sweet corn with the fish and mix it with the sauce.  Put the mixture into a 3 pint casserole dish.

  Part 2.  The crumble.

4 oz. self-raising flour

2 oz. butter or margarine

2 oz. grated cheddar cheese.

  Mix butter or margarine with flour until it is like crumbs.  Add grated cheese and a little salt and pepper.  Put that on top of the fish mixture, cook in oven: gas no. 5, electricity 375 or 190 C. for 25 minutes.

  Editorial comment.  A chess player would relish a king size portion of this!

* * * * * *

  Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary on 29th May.  We send you hearty congratulations and warmest wishes: may you have a wonderful day.

PROFILE: BCA’S NEW SECRETARY, NORMAN WRAGG.

  I was born in Sheffield in January 1940.  For the first 21 years of my life I was fully sighted and went through mainstream schooling and then to Sheffield University where I obtained a degree in metallurgy, nowadays known as materials science.  After graduation, I began a Ph. D. research degree but this came to an abrupt halt after a few months when I lost my sight as a result of a laboratory chemical explosion at the university.  Over the next seven years or so I had numerous operations on my eyes but these failed to restore any sight.

  I met my wife Pauline at school but I must add that she is nearly four years younger than me.  We got engaged in September 1961 just three months before my accident, and were married a couple of years later.  I understand that Pauline has aged a little in the intervening years but in my eyes she is still 18 years old.  We have two sons, Simon a computer specialist and Jonathan a tennis coach, and a daughter Helen who is a physiotherapist.  All three are married and we have six grandchildren so far.

  My working life was spent in Sheffield at a group of laboratories that carry out research to approve the health and safety of people at work, and I retired four years ago.  For many years I was a technical editor and writer but later became a research manager and then finished my career as head of human resources in the laboratories.  In 1990, I was awarded an OBE and it was a wonderful experience to go to Buckingham Palace to receive the award from Her Majesty the Queen.

  When I was 37 years old, a friend at work suggested that I might enjoy playing chess and he offered to teach me.  He was aware of the possibilities as he was a member of the same chess club as Ted Williams who, as many will know, was one of the stalwarts of the BCA for so many years.  I soon became fascinated by the game and the rest, as they say, is history.  My first BCA tournament was in 1979 at Chorleywood but, while I was working, I found it difficult to find the time to attend many such events.  Now that I have more time, however, I attend BCA events regularly and enjoy them a great deal.  I also play quite a lot of local league chess and a few weekend congresses.

  Since retiring, I have become a director of the Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind and also, along with Pauline, I work in the ophthalmic department at one of the Sheffield hospitals where we provide advice, information and encouragement to people who have just been registered as blind or partially sighted.  My leisure interests include music, reading, computers, family activities and meeting friends.  I also take a keen interest in various sports, particularly football.  This love of football goes back to my days at school and university when I played as often as possible.

  I have just taken over from Stan Lovell as Secretary of our association.  He will be a hard act to follow – wish me luck!

BCA INTERNAL GRADINGS

John Gallagher writes:

  Please remember that the following are BCA internal gradings, not to be confused with those of BCF.  Some of the Juniors have not played many games but I have included their names to give them encouragement.

  (In the following table, the first figure represents current year’s BCA grading; the second figure gives last year’s equivalent.)

  Allen 60 - 52, Armstrong 145 - 155, Brown R. 36 - 39, Brown C. 57 - 55, Burnell 163 - 160, Busbridge 38 - 45, Chambers 155 - 160, Cohn 120 - 124, Collisson 38 - 40, Crombie 125, Cumbers 180 - 180, Cuthbert 62 - 42, Davey 75 - 70, Doyle 140 - 142, England 55, Gallagher 124 - 120, Gibbs 190 - 190, Gordon 105 - 103, Hall S. 56 - 56, Harrington 33 - 29, Hartley 147 - 147, Hodges 23 - 29, Hodgkins 124 - 129, Hoogenraad 77 - 80, Irving 52 - 55, Kirkham 86 - 90, Ledwith 80, Leonard 100 - 100, Lidstone 18 - 20, Lilley 168 - 168, Loftus 145 - 148, Lovell 127 - 134, McElroy 155 - 160, Mordue 208 - 206, Murphy R. 108 - 110, Osborne 49 - 55, Paskell 30 - 30, Patching 66 - 63, Perham 98 - 102, Phillips 102 - 102, Plechaty 102 - 103, Price 75 - 70, Ross 192 - 192, Sharkey 77 - 75, Sherwood 16 - 17, Smith 101 - 103, Sobers 85 - 92, Thacker 118 - 120, Van Aurich 157 - 156, Walsh 110, Waters 88 - 85, Watkins 53 - 50, Whitehouse 90 - 97, Whittle 151 - 155, Williams 63 - 60, Wragg 130 - 132, Yan Kit Chan 82 - 80.

PAWNBROKING

  Are you a piece short of a chess set?  If you are, don’t despair!  Help may be at hand!  I have a collection of spare pieces (Staunton and Merrick) and it is possible that the one you need is amongst them.  Please contact me on tape or in print with details of the piece you need, or, if possible, send an example of the piece that you’re trying to match.  My address is in the membership list.


Julie Leonard

CHESS BOOKS IN BRAILLE

  John Way no longer has storage space for the books listed below and would be interested in hearing from anyone who might be able to give them a good home.

Chess Questions Answered, Bonham, R., 2V. 1947

More Chess Questions Answered, Bonham, R., 2V. 1950

Botvinnik’s Best Games, Botvinnik, M., 4V. 1984

The Most Instructive games of chess, Chernev, I., 5V. 1973

100 Soviet Chess Miniatures, Clarke, P., 3V. 1965

The World Champions Teach Chess, Estrin, 4V. 1988

The Complete Chess Addict, Fox, M., 5V. 1987

Guide To Chess Openings, Griffith, R., 2V. 1940

Teach Yourself Chess, Hartston, W., 
4V.1992

Draw!, Heidenfeld, W., 4V. 1985

A Complete Defence For Black, Keene, R., 3V. 1996

Practical chess Endings, Keres, P., 4V. 1975

How to be a Complete Tournament Player, Mednis, E., 2V. 1991

Winning Quickly With Black, Neishtadt, I., 3V. 1996

My System, Nimzowitch, A., 
5V. 1958

Solving in Style, Nunn, J., 4V. 1985

Assess Your Chess Fast, O’Kelly de Galway, 3V. 1986

Attack and Defence in Modern Chess, Pachman, L., 3V. 1973

The Chess Teacher, Phillips, A., 2V. 1987

Championship Chess, 
Sergeant, P., 3V. 1940

Essential Chess Openings, Speelman, J., 4V. 1992

Modern Chess Openings, Winkelman, B., 2V. 1939

Modern Master Play, Yates, F., 1V. 1933

ANSWERS TO “RESIGNED” IN DISARRAY!

  Readers of February’s Gazette were asked to find six anagrams of seven letters or more contained in the word “resigned”, excluding the key word.        The answers are:
deniers, designer, genders, reigned, redesign, seeding.

“OPENINGS” IRREGULAR

  Ten out of ten for readers who can find ten anagrams of six letters or more contained in the word “openings”, excluding “opening” and “openings”.    Answers in next issue.


Editor.







