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EDITORIAL

  Once again we are grateful to our sponsors for the underwriting of costs of production of this magazine.  We also acknowledge with thanks a donation from Wilkinson Hardware Stores Ltd. for the continuation of our work.

  The Annual General Meeting of BCA, held on the second day of spring, ushered in a breath of spring for this association.  Not that we were emerging from a “Winter of Discontent”, far from it, but it was clearly time to plant ideas for the expansion of BCA’s chess and social activities.  First of all, the numbers in “Junior BCA” had so burgeoned that the members were able to elect their first representative: we gladly welcome Yan Kit Chan onto the committee.  Secondly, responses to the questionnaire were many and varied.  The task of collating and sifting the comments and suggestions fell to Richard Murphy and David Hodgkins, both of whom, we should not forget, already have demanding occupations.

  In this edition you will read two views of the AGM weekend and tournament and two views of the increasingly popular chess theme break.  There is also a profile of a member who certainly has had the rough end of the white stick; yet he has developed an active life and is giving service to others.

  I thank you all for electing me as your editor for another year, but please continue to pass the ammunition!

  Your missiles or missives must reach me by 26th June.

Peter Price.

MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS

  Monthly prize £35.

  January: Mary Marshall, No. 61.

  February: Geoff Patching, No. 27.

  March: Francis Collisson, No. 47.


Wendy Holmes.

NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

  I want to thank everybody for the lovely paper knife letter-opener I received; I shall use it every day and think of the BCA when I do so.  My thanks also for everyone’s kind wishes.  I will miss you all, but with my new business time will be the arbiter!  I wish everybody in the BCA continued success in both the financial side and with the chess playing.


Wendy Holmes.

WELCOME TO BCA’S NEW HONORARY TREASURER

  A cordial welcome is extended to Richard Kidals, our association’s new honorary treasurer.  This appointment was announced and approved at the recent Annual General Meeting of the BCA.  
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Under 21 Championship.  This event will probably take place at R.N.I.B. New College, Worcester on 9/10/11 July 2003.  Further details from Stan Lovell.  Address at the front of this Gazette.

9/16 August 2003.  British Championship for blind and partially sighted U.K. residents.  To be held at Dauncey's Hotel, Weston Super Mare.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation to members and associate members, including dinner, bed, breakfast and afternoon tea £210.  Non members £255.  Participants under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation.  Closing date for entries and bookings 20 June.  Early booking is advised particularly to those requiring a single room.

  There will the Premier group for the British title open to all blind and partially sighted U.K. residents and a Minor limited to those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.

  Dauncey's Hotel has a fine position overlooking Madeira Cove and just a few minutes’ walk along the seafront to the shops, Winter Gardens and other facilities.  The hotel is in a quiet situation with comfortable lounges and a pleasant garden overlooking the sea.  The friendly family who run the hotel have promised to give us a holiday to remember.  A number of trips and other social activities will be arranged for the players and friends and helpers.  Organiser Stan Lovell.

14/16 November 2003.  A change of venue.  B.C.A. International Autumn Tournament.  Bedford Moat House Hotel, Bedford.  A return to the hotel used so successfully for the A.G.M. tournament.  There will be the usual Open event for blind and partially sighted players and associate members of B.C.A. and a Minor event limited to those whose grade is 80 or below.  Entry fee £10 accommodation to include dinner, bed and breakfast £30 per person per night if sharing and £35 single room.  The cost for non members and for those staying extra nights will be £40 if sharing and £45 single room.  Closing date for entries 20 September 2003.  Organiser Stan Lovell.

19/21 March 2004.  A.G.M. and Congress. to be held at the Midland Hotel, Derby.  Entry fee £10 accommodation, dinner, bed and breakfast £34 per person per night and £37.50 single room.  The cost to non members and those staying extra nights will be £41 sharing and £44.50 single room.  Further details next issue.

Points gained in B.C.A. events count in the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

Booking conditions.

  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.

  Entries after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Late entries and bookings are subject to a £4 penalty per person.

  The entry fee and cost of accommodation in full should be sent to the organiser or BCA treasurer by the advertised closing date.

  Blind and partially sighted U.K. residents under the age of 21 participating in tournaments receive free entry and accommodation to B.C.A. events.

  B.C.A. reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Stan Lovell.

CHESS SETS AND CHESS CLOCKS

  We offer 20 centimetre (8 inch) Staunton chess sets at £13 each.  More than 20 members have already purchased these sets and expressed themselves satisfied.  Orders to Stan Lovell or Richard Murphy.

  Talking Chess Clocks.  Many members are unhappy with the chess clocks which are being supplied by R.N.I.B.  An evaluation carried out by the committee in September found these clocks could be accidentally stopped if the small indicator which is there to show that the clock is working is touched.  We have decided to purchase one or two electronic talking clocks from Spain for evaluation.  At the same time we can include orders from any members who wish to purchase one of these clocks.  Colin Chambers, Chris Ross and George Plechaty have all tried these clocks in competition and seem to think that they are reasonably good.  If any member wishes to be included in the order contact me before the end of May.  The clocks cost approximately 200 US Dollars and payment in advance is required by Delfin Burdio.


Stan Lovell.

ANNUAL CHESS THEME BREAK 2004

  The eleventh annual theme break will be held from 31st January to 7th February at the Action for Blind People Windermere Manor Hotel, Rayrigg Road, Windermere LA23 1ES, tel. 01539 445801, fax 01539 448397.

  The tariff will be £217 per person to include full board and trips.

  The chess instruction is organised by me with the assistance of other trainers.  I am looking for some more trainers to give me additional support.  So if any of the higher graded players would like to come along, please get in touch with me soon for further details.  There will be separate playing groups depending on the playing strengths of individuals.

  In addition to the chess there are planned excursions and evening entertainments including a quiz.  It is highly likely that one evening’s entertainment will be provided by members of our party, so if you have something which you think will delight the audience please come prepared!

  Players who attended this year’s theme break will receive details in due course.  However, I recommend that anyone who wishes to attend should contact the hotel soon, as I understand that bookings are coming in fast.

  The overall tuition for the week’s theme break is in my hands, and I look forward to seeing many BCA members there.

Peter Gibbs.
Address: 11 Salisbury Road, Burbage, Hinckley, LE10 2AR.
Tel. and fax: 01455 440 236.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

APRIL 2003

  Not many results this time. Francis Collisson has withdrawn from Group B of the Championship, and, sadly, Jadhav Charudatta has had to withdraw from the inaugural email tournament.

League division 4.

Patching-Townshend 1-0 Queen’s Gambit Declined

Davey-Patching 0-1 Philidor 25

Davey-Townshend 1-0 Giuoco Piano 24

Patching-Couchman 1-0 Queen’s Gambit Declined 24.

Scores: Patching 3.5-4, Winkworth 2.5-5, Davey 1.5-3, Townshend 1.5-4, Couchman 0.5-2, McTavish 0.5-3.

Friendly results:

Patching-Atherton 0-1 42.

Hodgkins-Innes 1-0 Ruy Lopez 32.

Walmisley-Lovell 0-1 Caro Kann 26.

Ladder scores: Spink 20, Hodgkins 15, Patching 12.

BCA e-mail results

Group A.

Way-Gallagher 1-0

Gallagher-Irving 1-0

Way-Murphy 1-0 Queen’s Pawn

Irving-Way 0-1.

Scores: Way 3-3, Gallagher 1-2, Murphy 0-1, Irving 0-2.  John Way wins this group and will play the winner of Group B to decide who wins the tournament.

Group B.

Rathbun-Van Aurich 0-1

Van Aurich-Wall 1-0.

Scores: Van Aurich 2-2, Rathbun 0-1, Wall 0-1.

Please note: The Annual General Meeting passed a motion to the effect that if 35 moves are not completed by the end of October in the year in which a tournament is due to be completed, the game will be defaulted.  So for example, if any league games have not reached 35 moves by 31st October this year, neither player will score any points.


Guy Whitehouse.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.

  When writing to Southern Ireland at the end of the address instead of inserting Eire you should put Republic of Ireland or ROI.


David Hodgkins.

PERSONALIA

  On 8th June, Colin and Barbara Chambers celebrate their Ruby Wedding Anniversary.  Hearty congratulations to you: we hope you will have a wonderful day, and we send you our very best wishes for good health and long life!

  Our congratulations and very best wishes go to Glen Graham and Miss Rowan Fuller, who are to be married in church at Malborough, Devon, on 10th May.  We wish them many years of good health and happiness together.


Editor.

BREAK IN TRANSMISSION

  Members will be sorry to learn that Mary Marshall, who has been a BCA reader for many years, has had a serious accident.  This means that production of Popular Press on tape will be temporarily suspended.  Your committee has kept in touch with Mary, and we all wish her a speedy and complete recovery.


Editor.

ADDITION TO CASSETTE LIBRARY

  My System, by Nimzowitch.  10 Cassettes.  Catalogue no. M313.


Shirley Watkins.
2003 ANNUAL CHESS THEME BREAK

1ST – 8TH FEBRUARY 2003

HELD AT CLIFFDEN HOTEL, TEIGNMOUTH

  Yet another enjoyable week of chess for all concerned; both winners and losers.  Hopefully, everybody took something away from the week.

  The week itself was divided into tutorials and consultation games; the latter ably controlled by Peter Gibbs, Tyson Mordue, Peter Price, and George Phillips.  The tournament itself followed, and on the Friday simultaneous games took place.

  The tutorials proved stimulating, new approaches being demonstrated, and hopefully absorbed.  Tutors were thorough and patient, and students keen, which contributed to the enjoyment.

  For the tournament, students were divided into 3 groups.  High fliers proved to be George Plechaty, (5/5); George Phillips and Ken Harris.  Peter Price, Guy Whitehouse and Brian Perham all played well, and at the bottom of the grouping – no names mentioned – players put up a stalwart fight, and took defeat with aplomb.  Congratulations go to the masters of the art: George Plechaty; George Phillips, and Ken Harris – with George Plechaty being the outright victor.  His name will be inscribed on the trophy, in readiness for next year.  It was agreed that the finalists demonstrated a very high standard.

  The simultaneous games were the finale of the week, controlled in more senses than one, by Peter Gibbs and Tyson Mordue.  These two completed a clean sweep, congratulations to both of them.

  Thanks must be offered to Peter Gibbs, Tyson Mordue, Peter Price and George Phillips, for their input, and their efforts in yet another successful week.  We are also most grateful to Sheila Milsom, for her ingenious quiz.  The hotel proved comfortable, and the food good, and at the right price.  Thanks go to the hotel management, and their able assistance on the Saturday travel.


Allen Richardson.

*  *  *  *  *  *

  The preliminary tournament indicated that there would be a new name on the trophy.  From the three sections the finalists were: Kenny Harris, George Phillips and George Plechaty.  In the first game, Plechaty-Phillips, Black played his favourite modern defence, 1 …g6 against 1 e4.  He followed it up with an early –f5, missed the opportunity later to win a piece with a pawn fork, but still had at least an equal game.  Then tragedy struck, due to an oversight he placed his Queen on a square where it was en prise.

  Undeterred George Phillips played 1 Nc3 on the first move against Kenny Harris, carried out a pawn storm, h4 and h5 against his opponent’s King’s Fianchetto, and won in fine style.

  So the winner of the cup depended on the final game.  In this Kenny tried his hardest to break through, but George Plechaty’s defence was rock solid.  So he won the trophy with 1.5/2, followed by George Phillips with 1 point, and Kenny Harris with half a point.


Peter Gibbs.

AGM TOURNAMENT, COUNTY MOAT HOUSE HOTEL, BEDFORD

21-23 MARCH 2003

  The AGM was a weekend of contrasts between events at the board and those away from it.  The Moat House proved to be an excellent venue with helpful and efficient staff who already knew everyone’s names on the Friday evening.  A high standard of food and service was maintained all weekend.  The BCA party consisted of 39 players and over a dozen guides, friends and controllers.  The BCA was pleased to welcome a group from RNIB New College Worcester, Rob van Aurich and Kim Hoogenraad from the Netherlands, and Jim and Mary Cuthbert returning after a long break.  New junior member Nathan Keen was attending his first ever chess tournament.  In contrast to the friendly spirit outside the chess room, no quarter was asked or given over the board.  There were at most three drawn games in each round! 

  Round 1 witnessed only one draw, and this was a fine result for Steve Thacker against second seed Paul Cumbers in the Open.  Most other games went according to seeding, with Tyson Mordue defeating David Hodgkins and Chris Ross prevailing against Mark Kirkham.  In the Minor, top seed George Phillips overcame Chrissie Brown while several of the New College Worcester squad beat far more experienced players.

  In Round 2, Tyson Mordue, Chris Ross, Steve Burnell and Colin Chambers maintained their 100% scores, with Rob van Aurich and Steve Thacker close behind on 1.5.  In the Minor, George Phillips “did the double” by beating Bob Brown but the lads from Worcester kept up with the pace.

  After Round 2 came the AGM, expertly chaired by Jim Lidstone.  This will be reported elsewhere but mention must be made of Wendy Holmes, who has stepped down as Treasurer because of other commitments.  The BCA owes her tremendous gratitude for her contribution over the past 5 years.  Sadly, Stan Lovell confirmed that this will be his last year as Secretary.  Supported by Jan, he has truly been a lynchpin of the Association.  On a happier note, membership of Junior BCA has now passed 10, and as provided in the Constitution they elected Yan Kit Chan as their own representative to join the Committee.

  On Saturday evening the players returned to the fray for Round 3.  This was a vital round in both sections.  In the Open the four players on 2 points clashed, with Chris Ross and Tyson Mordue winning with White and moving ahead of the field, chased by Rob van Aurich who defeated Steve Thacker to reach 2.5.  In the Minor George Phillips and Richard Allen moved into joint first place on 3/3.  Yan Kit Chan and Michael Sharkey drew their game to stay half a point behind.

  In Round 4 Tyson made sure of at least a share of first place in the Open with his fourth consecutive win, this time against Chris Ross.  Steve Burnell, Colin Chambers and Paul Cumbers found their form with wins against Rob van Aurich, David Hodgkins and John Gallagher respectively to join Chris on 3/4.  In the Minor George Phillips also maintained a 100% score with a win against Richard Allen.  Yan Kit Chan beat Geoff Patching and Michael Sharkey overcame Shirley Watkins.  On 3.5 points, Yan Kit and Michael still had everything to play for in the final round.  Equally important, Nathan Keen won his first ever game under tournament conditions, against our Chairman Jim Lidstone.  

The weekend seemed to be drawing to a close almost as soon as it began as we sat down for Round 5.  The players maintained their fighting spirit with only three draws.  Tyson clinched the Open, winning with White against Paul Cumbers.  Steve Burnell defeated Steve Thacker and made sure of second place on 4/5.  Colin and Chris drew their game to reach 3.5/5, joined by Rob van Aurich who overcame Les Whittle.  The Minor also saw an outright victor as George Phillips maintained his winning ways against Yan Kit Chan to score 5/5.  Michael Sharkey took second place with 4.5 and Jim Cuthbert won his final game to come third with 4/5.  Nathan Keen notched up a second win, bringing him a grading prize.

  Gerry Walsh and Julie Leonard formed a faultless control team.  Sheila Milsom once again worked tirelessly on the raffle.  Special thanks must go to Stan and Jan Lovell for organising another successful and enjoyable AGM Tournament.

Final scores.

Open:

1 Tyson Mordue 5.

2 Steve Burnell 4.

3-5 Colin Chambers, Chris Ross, Rob van Aurich 3.5.

6-7 Paul Cumbers, David Hodgkins 3.

8-12 John Gallagher, George Plechaty, Steve Thacker, Guy Whitehouse, Norman Wragg 2.5.

13-16 Richard Murphy, Brian Perham, Les Whittle, Roger Waters 2.

17-20 Kim Hoogenraad, Mark Kirkham, Peter Price, Orlando Sobers 1.

Grading prizes:

Group A: David Hodgkins.

Group B: George Plechaty, Guy Whitehouse.

Minor:

1 George Phillips 5

2 Michael Sharkey 4.5

3 Jim Cuthbert 4

4 Yan Kit Chan 3.5

5-10 Richard Allen, Chrissie Brown, Bob Brown, Alastair Irving, Darren Paskell, Robin Williams 3

11–16 John Busbridge, Richard Harrington, Nathan Keen, Geoff Patching, John Osborne, Shirley Watkins 2

17-19 Francis Collisson, Dorothy Hodges, Jim Lidstone 1

Grading prizes:

Group A: Richard Allen, Bob Brown, Alastair Irving, Darren Paskell, Robin Williams.

Group B: Richard Harrington, Nathan Keen.

Richard Murphy

B.C.A. A.G.M. BEDFORD 2003

  The Moat House Hotel overlooking the Great Ouse river was the picturesque setting for the AGM Tournament over the weekend 2lst-23rd March.

  The warm sunny weather was more appropriate for summer than the weekend of the official change from Winter to Spring.  Many of the players and guides took advantage of the wide riverside walks and the proximity of the county town’s market and shopping centre.

  It seems that the clement weather inspired the players indoors as well, and both sections were won by players scoring 5/5 and there were very few draws.  George Phillips, playing in the Minor event with a grade lower than that with which we associate him, survived the concerted onslaught of the promising juniors from Worcester College to prove that experience is worth something.  Nevertheless Yan Kit Chan will be worth watching among others if the Worcester juniors play in the Championship at Weston-Super-Mare in August.

  In the Open section Steve Thacker showed that he was determined to put 2002 behind him by drawing in the first round with second seed and associate member Paul Cumbers.  Steve toughed his way to wins from poor positions against Richard Murphy and Norman Wragg and was last to finish his game on three occasions.

  Other players to make an impression were Guy Whitehouse and associate member from Holland Rob van Aurich.  After beating George Plechaty in the first round with a temporary Queen sacrifice, Rob was down-floated to the afore-mentioned Cumbers in Round 2 and by drawing with him effectively ended the second seed’s chances of first place.  In the last round the Dutchman was gifted several pawns out of the opening by Les Whittle.  After a good performance at York last year, where he drew with the top two seeds Mordue and Cumbers, Les will have been disappointed with his performance at the AGM tournament.  However he still fought hard and eventually van Aurich squeezed out a win in a protracted ending to finish third on 3.5 points.

  Four players made it to 2/2 in the Open, namely Mordue, Ross, Chambers and Burnell.  In Round 3, the evening after an extremely quick and flowing AGM, Chris crushed Steve after a speculative Pawn grab by the usually conservative Burnell in the opening.  In the opening of the top board game Colin contrived to give a Pawn to Tyson in the latest of a series of Sicilian Dragons between the two ex-Bristol League players going back nearly twenty years.  What would you expect from two Taureans?  Tyson simplified into a winning ending and emerged victorious after 49 moves.

  The Round 4 game Ross-Mordue was eagerly awaited.  Tyson chose a very sharp line against Chris’s Maroczy Bind set-up, but White was clearly better out of the opening.  By the time Black had organised his position Ross had a clear positional superiority, but missed a stunning tactic just before the time control and lost.  With van Aurich losing to Burnell, Mordue went into the last round a point clear of a resurgent Cumbers, Chambers and Burnell.

  In Round 5 Ross and Chambers played out a cagey draw while Burnell beat Thacker in the middle-game to overtake them both.  If Cumbers could beat Mordue then those two and Burnell would share first place.  However Cumbers played 17 ...Qxb2, not a good idea if you recall Colin Chamber’s remarks in the last Gazette.  Paul spent forty minutes on his next move trying to fathom the complications.  Tyson missed one immediate opportunity to obtain a clear advantage, but with Black running short of time he won two pieces and several Pawns for a Rook.  Paul resigned at move 46 and Tyson was the outright winner for the third consecutive year.

  Tyson has annotated his win against Chris Ross at the request of several BCA members.  It shows that lightning can strike from a clear blue sky at any time!

Ross-Mordue: BCA AGM Bedford, Round 4: Notes by Tyson Mordue.

  1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 Bb5+ Bd7 4 Bxd7+ Qxd7 5 c4 Nc6 6 d4 cxd4 7 Nxd4 g6 8 0-0 Bg7 9 Be3 Nh6

(An unusual line which has been played by World Champions Spassky and Petrosian.  Black intends ...f5 to strike at White’s Maroczy Bind formation.)

  10 f3 f5 11 Qd2 Nf7 12 Nc3 0-0 13 Rad1 Nfe5 14 b3 Rad8?!

(14 ...fxe4 should be played here.)

  15 exf5 gxf5 16 Nd5 Rf7?

(This manoeuvre should be prefaced with 16 ...Nxd4 and 17 ...b6.)

  17 Ne2!

(Avoiding exchanges and heading for the useful square h5.)

  17 ...Kh8 18 Nef4 Rg8 19 Nh5 b6 20 Kh1 Ng6 21 Nxg7 Rgxg7 22 Bh6 Rg8 23 Qb2+ e5 24 Be3?!

(With the weak dark squares around the Black K White should trying to open the a1-h8 diagonal by playing f4 here, and Black should be doing the same!  I was worried about ceding the e4 square for use by a White N, and chose to build up on the K-side before committing myself to ...f4.)

  24 ...Qd8 25 Bf2 Qg5 26 Qd2 Qh5 27 Qe1 Nf8

(With an eye on ...Nf8-e6-d4.  Chris decides to exchange his magnificent Nd5 for the Nc6 and eliminate this possibility, at the same time opening the d-file for a siege of the weak Pd6.  After my next move I offered a draw because I was concerned about 29 Rxd6, picking up several Ps for the N.  It isn’t as good as I thought, but the effect of the offer was to make Chris think his position was better than it really is.)

  28 Nb4 Nxb4 29 Qxb4 Qg6

(The first small cloud on White’s horizon.  The threat of mate on g2 gains Black a tempo for the defence of the Pd6.  I could have tried 29 ...Rf6 hoping for 30 Rxd6?? Qg6 winning the R and this may have been better.)

  30 Rg1 Rf6 31 Bh4?

(I think Chris had prepared the whole forthcoming manoeuvre, and decided the R was worse on e6 where it blocked a possible ...Nf8-e6-d4.  I still advocate 31 f4.)

  31 ...Re6 32 Qa4?

(Attacking a7 and preparing Bh4-e1-b4, but now a little roll of thunder can be heard.)

  32 ...Qh5

(Winning a P, believe it or not!  33 Bg3?? Rxg3 is clearly wrong.  33 g3?? Qxf3+ 34 Rg2 Qxd1+ is even worse.  White should play 33 c5 with a lateral defence of the B and Black’s best is to simply play 33 ...dxc5.  But what about the simple retreats to f2 or e1 I hear you cry?)

  33 Be1?? Qxh2+!

(A bolt from the blue.  After 34 Kxh2 Rh6+ 35 Bh4 Rxh4 is mate)

  0-1.

Tyson Mordue, 26/3/03

SOME MEMBERS HAVE THEIR SAY!

  The BCA Committee and the Special Action Group were delighted with the response to the Circular to members concerning the future development of the Association.  By 22 March (the date of the AGM) 52 replies had been received (about 5 in Braille, transcribed by David Hodgkins, 2 by e-mail, 20 on paper and 30 on cassette).  Replies are still being received but are no longer eligible for the prize draw, won by Geoff Patching.

  Here is a summary of the suggestions put forward.  As the Special Action Group promised confidentiality, no individuals will be named, even though all the suggestions and remarks were very positive.

Q1 (individuals to approach as potential members).  A few respondents suggested individuals as possible members.  Many more said that they routinely tell people they meet about the BCA, and so could not suggest anyone else at the time they were completing the questionnaire.

Q2 (organisations to approach concerning potential members).  Here is a list of the organisations and institutions suggested as contacts for possible membership.  It is included here in case any member can supply information about these institutions which might help our recruitment drive.  It might also give you ideas about other institutions we could contact.

Local voluntary societies

National Association of Local Societies for the visually impaired (NALSVI)

Secondary schools designated for VH pupils

Hotels which cater for the VH

Chess groups/clubs

Members of VI Council of Leicestershire

Members of Borders Visual Impairment Network

Exhall Grange School for the Visually Impaired, Wheelwright Lane, Exhall (Coventry)

Oxfordshire Association for the Blind

Scarborough Blind and Partially Sighted Society

Gloucester and Cheltenham Association for the Blind

Erewash Borough Council

Day centres

RNIB Bristol.

Sheffield Royal Society for the Blind

Hallam School, Sheffield

Tapton School, Sheffield

Social services

National Correspondence Chess Club

Clacton-on-Sea Blind Club.

Further Education establishments e.g. St Vincent’s, Lindon Lodge

FE Colleges for blind e.g. RNIB Vocational College, Loughborough, RNC College Hereford.

Resource Centres for the blind

Macclesfield Society for the Blind

Temple Bank School for the visually impaired

Ex pupil associations.

Guide dog owners groups.

Local voluntary associations for the blind.

National and local associations of blind people.

Partially Sighted Society.

New College Worcester

Blind school in Leatherhead

British Blind Sport (BBS)

Association for Blind and Partially Sighted Teachers and Students

Warwickshire Association for the Blind

Rehabilitation centres in Torquay

Exeter School

Centre for the deaf and blind, Bootham, York

Several members suggested publications where information and advertisements about the BCA could be placed.

NALSVI magazine ‘In Touch’

Braille Chess Magazine

IBCA magazine (for members in other countries)

All local talking newspapers and their Braille magazine Access IT

New Beacon

Other RNIB publications.

Radio Times

Local libraries and resource centres for the blind

Websites e-accessibility.com (information on IT for the VH) and z-form (an internet games site for the VH)

Q3 (volunteers to spread the word about the BCA).  Nearly 20 respondents were willing to join the proposed network of people who would visit potential members to discuss the BCA, explain chess for the VH etc.

Q4, Q5, Q6 (coaching).  Nearly 30 respondents, of all abilities, were interested in coaching.  There is demand for coaching at our weekend and week long tournaments, by cassette and online.  Some members specified coaching as individuals.  There is some interest in separate coaching days or weekends.  Most respondents were willing to pay for coaching or make a donation to BCA funds, although some suggested that juniors should not have to pay.  Nearly a dozen respondents were willing to act as coaches, particularly to beginners, and were willing to travel a reasonable distance for this purpose.

Q7, Q8 (entertainment outside chess).  There is a great demand for entertainment outside chess.  The most popular suggestion was a quiz, mentioned by about 15 respondents.  There is also much interest in musical events, theatre trips and organised excursions to places of interest.  Other suggestions included discos, swimming, and outdoor activities.  Several respondents felt that additional activities are most important at week long tournaments.  It was pointed out that there is much talent, particularly musical talent, among the membership.  Two respondents expressed an interest in becoming the Entertainment Officer.

Q9, Q10, Q11 (equipment needed by members).  The most popular items (requested by nearly 20 respondents) were chess sets and clocks.  Recording equipment, large print score books, and tone indexers were also requested.  Many respondents suggested that BCA t-shirts, sweatshirts, etc should be available from the BCA shop.  Several mentioned that they are not on the internet so all items should also be available via conventional routes.  This will always be the BCA policy.  There was significant demand for on-line entry, accommodation payment and coaching.  Online quizzes, raffles, bazaar and fund-raising were also suggested.  Some members thought that the BCA should also sell other items useful to VH people, such as talking watches, on a small scale.

Q12, Q13 (software to read figurine algebraic notation).  Several respondents put forward the names of computer experts suggested who might be able to produce software that can read figurine algebraic notation after scanning from a book or viewing on a web browser.

Other remarks. Several respondents expressed their satisfaction with the BCA and the pleasure their membership gives them.

Thanks once again to everyone who answered our questionnaire.

Richard Murphy on behalf of the Special Action Group, 25 March.

CHESS MAGAZINES FOR SALE

  Kevin Markey, chess correspondent for some local newspapers in the Cheltenham area, has given over 100 issues of the British Chess Magazine to the BCA.  The set runs from January 1994 to November 2000.  The subscription for British Chess Magazine is £25 per year or £3.25 per issue.  The back issues are for sale at a knock-down price of 25 pence each or £2.50 for a full year’s issues, payable to the BCA.  Anyone interested should contact Julie and Oliver Leonard who have kindly agreed to store the magazines.


Richard Murphy

A NEW CHALLENGE FOR THE BCA  THE 4 NATIONS CHESS LEAGUE!

  The 4 Nations Chess League (4NCL) is the national chess league for the UK.  Formed in 1993 with just six teams, it has now expanded to 4 divisions.  It is played like a local league, but teams from all over the country take part.  Gerry Walsh has asked me to find out whether BCA members are interested in forming a team.  The Division 1 teams are bursting with Grandmasters including UK no.1 Michael Adams and former World Championship finalist Viktor Korchnoi, but we would enter the newly formed Division 4 for teams of 6 players.  Several members have already expressed an interest.  Matches are held in a hotel during five weekends between November and the following June, with a match on Saturday and another on Sunday.  The venue for Division 4 is the West Bromwich Moat House.  We would join for the 2003-2004 season, for which the weekends will be:

22-23 November 2003

24-25 January 2004

27-28 March 2004

29-31 May 2004 (three rounds)

19-20 June 2004

  This represents a significant commitment.  It is unlikely that everyone will be able to play every weekend, so we will need a squad of more than 6 players to enter a team.  If you are interested in playing please contact me or Gerry Walsh.  You can find more information on the 4NCL website www.4ncl.co.uk


Richard Murphy

PROFILE OF A BCA MEMBER – BRIAN DAVEY

  (This article has been abridged from a tape contribution)

  Keith Brian Davey, born 18th April, 1944.

  I began education at a mainstream school, at the age of four-and-a-half, even though I could barely see the blackboard from the front desk in the class!  Following frequent eye tests, I was moved, at the age of nine, to begin in a series of schools for the blind, finishing up at Hethersett in Surrey, some eight years later.  Here schooling continued but with the addition of classes in useful skills such as engineering, household mechanics, woodwork, typing and handicraft.  From there to three months at the government training centre at Letchworth, for training as a capstan lathe operator.

  After a difficult period of unemployment I eventually got a job in a cannery – so very different from engineering.  Unfortunately, after only three months the new manager sacked me on the grounds that it was unsafe for me to work in the warehouse.  Five more months unemployed, and then I landed a job at Armstrong Patent making shock absorbers for the motor industry.  There I worked for fifteen years until the company was taken over and I was made redundant.

  Since 1985 I have taken up a number of pastimes and it was then that I acquired my first guide dog who sadly had to be retired after five years through ill health.

  I had a wonderful partnership with my second dog, named Utah, for eight-and-a-half years.  Besides working as a guide dog, he became registered as a “PAT” dog – PAT stands for “Pets As Therapy”.  Every fortnight we would go to the children’s unit at Doncaster Royal Infirmary for the patients to fuss and pat him: how the children loved him!  Later on I was invited to take him to the patients at the orthopaedic rehabilitation centre.  Utah was retired in 1999 when I trained with my current guide dog, Fallon, a Retriever Labrador cross bitch.

  For years I have been collecting for guide dogs and more recently for RNIB.  Keep fit at the local gym has been a most enjoyable and rewarding recreation, but a shoulder injury has temporarily put a stop to all this.

  I joined BCA in 1981 and played in a few over the board tournaments where I met Stephen Eastwick-Field but have mainly devoted my time to correspondence play, which continues to give a great deal of pleasure, and has enabled me to make many friends in the association through the mediums of Braille and tape.

BCA INTERNAL GRADINGS

  John Gallagher writes:

  Please remember that the following are BCA internal gradings, not to be confused with those of BCF.  Some of the Juniors have not played many games but I have included their names to give them encouragement.

  Allen 52, Armstrong 155, Brown R. 39, Brown C. 55, Burnell 160, Busbridge 45, Cash 32, Chambers 160, Cohn 124, Collisson 40, Cumbers 180, Cuthbert 42, Davey A. 70, Doyle 142, Gallagher 120, Gibbs P. 190, Gordon 103, Hall S. 56, Harrington 29, Hartley 147, Hodges 29, Hodgkins 129, Hoogenraad 80, Irving 55, Keane 40, Kirkham 90, Leonard 100, Lidstone 20, Lilley 168, Loftus 148, Lovell 134, McElroy 160, Mordue 206, Murphy R. 110, Osborne 55, Paskell 30, Patching 63, Perham 102, Phillips 102, Plechaty 103, Pohlers 184, Price 70, Ross 192, Sharkey 75, Sherwood 17, Smith 103, Sobers 92, Spink 60, Thacker 120, Van Aurich 156, Waters 85, Watkins 50, Whitehouse 97, Whittle 155, Williams R. 60, Wragg 132, Yan Kit Chan 80.

STOP PRESS

  The BCA team in the British Chess Correspondence League has started very encouragingly by scoring already six points out of six: what does their future hold?


Editor.




