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EDITORIAL


  With the AGM safely behind us, the May edition of your magazine is hopefully more varied in content and less taxing to the readers.  It contains items of administration, adulation and adverts, and also it is good to find that one of our younger members, Chris Ross, is offering coaching by casse


tte to we lesser mortals.





  For your next issue of the Gazette, please let me have contributions by 7th July.


	Peter Price.








NOTES FROM THE TREASURER





Chess code competition.


  Francis Collisson had suggested that readers compete for inventing the cleverest code word or phrase meaning "Let's go to the bar" following an over-the-board game of chess.


  Entries submitted for the competition were: "Let's go water our rooks"; "Square one"; "Pawn to the ninth"; "The sixty-fifth"; "The sixty-fifth hole"; "The king's retreat"; "The king's head", and "Let's check the bar, mate."


  The winner was chosen by Francis as: "The king's retreat" and the entrant was Alec Crombie who was presented with a bottle of whisky, donated by Francis, at the annual general meeting.





Millennium club winners - each receiving a £30 prize:


January, 5: Richard Harrington;


February, 56: Hazel Burnell;


March, 50: Colin Chambers.


  As always, anyone wishing to join should contact me for details.  Two more entrants and the prize can be increased to £35!





  T-shirts, polo-shirts and sweatshirts are still available in a variety of sizes and colours.  Please contact me for further details.





	Wendy Holmes.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS





  15th/22nd September.  British Championship.  The Olde Barn Hotel, Marston, Lincs.  Nearest rail station, Grantham 6 miles.  Transport will be arranged from Grantham station.  In addition to the Premier group of 12 qualifiers there will be a Challengers and, if there is a large enough entry, a M


inor event.  Entry fee to all events £10.  (Free to those under the age of 21.)  Accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast £185 for the week.  The leisure centre at the hotel, which includes an excellent indoor heated swimming pool, will be available to guests throughout.  This is an exce


llent hotel in a quiet country setting ideal for those who like to mix their chess with a relaxing holiday.  Entries including full payment should be sent to the organiser, Stan Lovell, by 20th July.  Payment may also be sent to the treasurer.





  Note.  A full copy of the regulations for the new style British Championship will be sent to all entries and to any other member on request to the secretary.





  16th/18th November.  BCA International Autumn Tournament.  With Open event and Minor event for those whose grade is 80 or below.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation £35 per person per night including dinner, bed and breakfast.  For this event we return to the hotel formerly known as the King's Head,


 Loughborough, but now known as the Jarvis, Loughborough Hotel.  In this event we welcome players from overseas and our associate members are eligible to play in both the Open event and in the Minor event which is for those whose grade is 80 and below.  Closing date for entry 30th September.  Ent


ries with payment in full to the organiser, Stan Lovell, or to the treasurer Wendy Holmes.








  Advanced notice.  The Annual General Meeting and Congress next year will return to the Midland Hotel, Derby from 1st to 3rd March 2002.  More details next issue.





  Points gained in BCA events by visually handicapped players count in the "Terence Chapman Group Disabled Prix."  Booking conditions: all cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should carry the name of the sender.  Post dated cheques are not ac


cepted.  Late entries or bookings are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 penalty per person. 





  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.





	Stan Lovell.








A NOTE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE FINANCE AND FUND-RAISING


SUB-COMMITTEE


  For the first time in recent years we see an upward trend in the state of our finances.  This is largely due to the excellent start made by our fund-raiser, Julia Scott, and we recently decided to increase the hours she works for us from 8 to 12 per month with the option to allocate extra hours


 for specific projects when appropriate.  We have not been able to organise regular collections at shopping centres but to a large extent this has been replaced by a variety of initiatives by individual members and groups of members.  The millennium draw and the sale of T-shirts by Wendy Holmes, 


the Roger Waters Challenge, bingo organised by the Hodgkins family and a plant sale by Pat and Bill Armstrong are just a few of the enterprising ideas cooked up during the past few months.  Chris Ross is now offering tuition on tape or e-mail to members who are prepared to make a small donation t


o th


  We are hopeful that with this mix of professional and voluntary enterprise we will be able to maintain a steady income which will enable us to keep up our service to members and to support a fresh recruitment drive and to revitalise our youth development programme. The steady growth we experien


ced during the 80s and into the mid-90s is flagging.  We seem to have succeeded in putting our finances on a firmer footing whilst at the same time our membership is waning.  Now is the time for another concerted effort to bring on board new members both young and old.  Just as each and every one


 of you can be a fund-raiser, each and every one of you can be a recruiting officer.  With your help we can keep the good ship "BCA" on course and under a good head of steam, without it we will find ourselves in the doldrums. 





	Stan Lovell.








ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - A SUMMARY


  My intention here is to highlight the most significant issues dealt with at our AGM on 17th March.  For those who would like greater detail you can receive a copy of the minutes on tape or a copy of the new British Championship Regulations in the medium of your choice on request to the secretar


y.


  The section dealing with finance and fund-raising revealed a welcome upturn in our fortunes.  This, we were told, was largely due to the success rate of our fund-raiser, Julia Scott, and to the great enterprise of a number of our members who, through a variety of ingenious initiatives, have rai


sed some very useful income.  Our Braille library, which is hardly used by members, is to be transferred to the RNIB student library who have promised to continue to make it available to those who wish to borrow from it.  We learned of a general decline in membership and a particular decline in j


unior membership.  There was a plea for all members to help to spread the news of the BCA and, in particular, to help to get youth development revitalised.  It was no surprise, however, that the main attention of the meeting was focused on the proposals for a new style British Championship.  It w


as c





  As you will see from the front page of this Gazette the committee remains the same but we welcome Bill Armstrong as our representative to the Council of the British Chess Federation.


	Stan Lovell








ANNUAL CHESS THEME BREAK 2002





  The ninth annual theme break 2002 will be held from 2nd - 9th February at the Action for Blind People Windermere Manor Hotel, Rayrigg Road, Windermere, LA23 1ES, tel. 015394 45801, fax 015394 48397.


  The rate will be £196 per person which is inclusive of dinner, bed and breakfast, mornings and afternoons breaks for refreshments.  The chess instruction is organised by me with the assistance of other trainers.  I am looking for some more trainers to give me additional support.  So if any of t


he higher graded players would like to come along, please get in touch with me soon for further details.  There will be separate training groups depending on the playing strengths of individuals.


  In addition to the chess there are planned excursions and evening entertainments including a quiz.  Players who attended this year's theme break will receive details in due course.  However, I recommend that anyone who wishes to attend should contact the hotel soon, as I understand that booking


s are coming in fast.





  The overall tuition for the week's theme break is in my hands, and I look forward to seeing many BCA members there.


	Peter Gibbs.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT


MAY 2001





  Members will be pleased to read that it is a short report this time as there are not many results to hand.





36th BCA Championship - no results





BCA League


Division 1.


Schaefer - McElroy 1 - 0 (Queen's Pawn) 33


McElroy - Sproson 1 - 0 (Sicilian) 33


Way - Schaefer 1 - 0 (King's Indian) 26


Way - Gibbs D. 1 - 0


Sproson - Way 0 - 1 26


Gibbs - Sproson 1 - 0 (Petroff) 31.


Latest position with 11 results to come.


Way 3 - 3, McElroy 3 - 4, Gibbs 2 - 3, Sproson 1 - 4, Atherton 0 - 1, Brown S. 0 - 1.


Division 2.


Phillips - Perham 1 - 0.


Final placings: Phillips 3.5 - 4, O'Brien 2.5 - 4, Perham 1 - 3, Spink 0 - 3.  Dan Barry withdrew.


Congratulations to George Phillips on winning this group on the tie-break.


Division 3.


Bryant - Price 1 - 0 (Queen's Indian) 25


Rathbun - Price 1 - 0 (Sicilian) 31.


Latest position with 6 results to come:


Bryant 3 - 4, Hague 2 - 3, Hodgkins 1.5 - 3, Price 1.5 - 5, Rathbun 1 - 1, Bishop 0 - 2.


Division 4.


Only one result has come in.  That appeared in the February Gazette.


Division 5.


Collisson - Hodges 1 - 0.


Latest position with 2 results to come:


Couchman 3.5 - 4, Davey 2.5 - 3, Collisson 1 - 3, Hodges 0 - 1, Potter 0 - 2.





8th British Championship


Premier.


Wall - Plechaty 1 - 0.


Only one other result has been reported to me.


Challengers.


No results this month.


Latest position with 3 results to come:


Phillips 3.5 - 4, Price 2 - 3, Hodgkins 1.5 - 2, Spink 0 - 1, Innes 0 - 3.


As will be seen from the above results, many members are not informing their group leader of results.  Consequently this makes it very difficult to run a meaningful tournament.


Friendlies.


Final ladder table at 31st December.


Gibbs D. 34, Atherton 32, Sobers 29, Spink 20.


New ladder commencing 1st January 2001.


Patching - Collisson 0.5 - 0.5 (Queen's Gambit Accepted) 25


Sproson - Spink 1 - 0 (Larsen) 22.





	Sean O'Brien, Tournament Director.








MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT





  As at 31st January 2001 the following members had allowed their membership of the association to become lapsed:


  Ordinary Members:


  George Glass, Joyce Hall, Matthew Hewitt, Albert Kay, Andrew Kelly, Chris Kelly, Matthew Parkinson, Adrian and Paula Pearson, Mike Pennell, Nathan Richmond, Gary Thompson.


  Junior Members:


  A. S. Abdullah, Ahsan and Javaid Ali, David Chait, Robert Dale, Edward Green, Rachel Hall, Luke Hewitt, Rebekah Jones, A. Martland, Scot Saunders, John Slade, Phillip Ward.


  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA they should notify the secretary, Stan Lovell.  However, if you simply have a change of address - however slight - or wish to change the medium by which yo


u receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.





  Obviously for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address.











MAKE WAY FOR THE CHAMPION





  As reported in the last issue, John Way won the 35th BCA correspondence chess championship, a full point ahead of the field.  We endorse our hearty congratulations to John, and assure him that a commemorative memento of the "Tylor" shield is in transit.


  To learn more about this postal chess threat from abroad John writes:


  Worcester in the 1940s was fertile soil for nurturing an interest in chess, entirely due to the relentless efforts of our mentor, Reginald Bonham.  Before leaving school I had: won the school championship; participated in the British Junior at Hastings; played board five for Worcestershire, and


 had been advanced with Bonham as the county's representative for the Midland qualifying competition for entry to the British championship.  Needless to say, at Birmingham I met my Waterloo! - but it was heady stuff while it lasted.





  As a chartered physiotherapist working for 20 years in London, chess receded into the background, though I did play for the old boys and for Middlesex county and was a member of a club in north London.


  With the end of a turbulent marriage in 1973 came emigration to Canada, a more rewarding professional career, a happy marriage, a university degree and an amateur radio licence.  While I played at two local clubs, correspondence chess started to appeal.  It is equally demanding but different in


 its requirements - not unlike the difference between a recording and a live performance.  It has helped me to extract the maximum from a given position, and to visualise better.  I now contemplate positions during a lull in conversation, or while taking a shower or a dip in the pool.  Stamina ha


s been replaced by an attention to detail and sober second thought.





  I believe that the greatest respect one can show towards an opponent is to play the strongest game one can, and, at age 69, I hope to do this for a little longer.








PERSONALIA


  Congratulations to Frank Atherton who, at an impressive ceremony on 6th December last, was made a freeman of the borough of Wigan - the largest metropolitan borough in England.  On that great day, Frank and his wife had tea with the Mayor in the Mayor's parlour; and later that evening at a gathering at the town hall, photographs were taken involving all of the family.


  This honour was bestowed in recognition of his many public services including: 16 years as a borough councillor; chairman of Access for 21 years; a trustee of Shop-mobility, which he always insisted should include the needs of visually-impaired shoppers; and a governor of various schools.  Yet 


Frank, in his modest way, reckons the greatest honour he ever had was to be made a governor of the school at which he was once a junior.





  As he steps down from all these activities, we wish him better health to enjoy a quieter life.





* * *





  When two members of the BCA are engaged in an over-the-board game, it is customary for them to announce each move so that the opponent will be aware of the change in the position.


  Our publicity officer, and eager chess player, Richard Murphy has just announced his move from Oxford to Macclesfield to take up a new position.  His address is shown at the front of this Gazette; and we wish him well in his new abode.


	Editor.

















IN MEMORIAM: WILLIE BREEN





  We regret to announce the sudden death on February 1st of Willie Breen who was well known to many BCA members.  At 83 years of age (84 in March) Willie was still a very formidable opponent respected by all.


  Willie was only three years of age when he contracted trachoma, and much of the next six or seven years were spent in the Eye and Ear Hospital in Dublin, in an effort to save some of his rapidly failing vision, but alas, to little or no avail.  Willie learned how to play chess from a work mate 


while he was an apprentice at the work shops for the blind in Dublin.  He joined the BCA in about 1936 and remained a member until about 1980.  Some of the more senior players in the BCA played Willie continually for over thirty years.  In those days Willie won practically every prize the BCA had


 on offer, including the 9th Championship.  His analytical prowess did not go unnoticed either, for the BCA appointed him as one of their adjudicators for best played competitions and the brilliancy prize competition.


  In 1953 Willie had a very serious car accident in which he was extremely lucky to survive.  Having made a complete recovery, he married two years later, but bringing a lull in his over-the-board chess until 1960 when the O'Hanlon chess club for the blind was founded.  Willie allied himself with


 renewed enthusiasm, playing board 1 for the club, where he acquitted himself with remarkable distinction.





  Willie also represented Ireland in four chess Olympiads and up to the time of his death was still an active member of the Braille Chess Association of Ireland and Phibsboro Chess Club.  He will be sadly missed by all those who had the pleasure of knowing him.


	Philip Doyle.








WINDERMERE 2001





  This year's chess theme break week was held at Windermere Manor Hotel.  The smell of fresh paint, the pre-arranged outings and the wonderful menus all indicated the changes which have taken place since Action for Blind People took over ownership of the hotel.  Fifteen chess hopefuls were coache


d during the early part of the week by Peter Gibbs, John Gallagher and George Phillips.  After a free day the customary mini-tournament was staged with the competitors divided into four groups.  The all-play-all system within the groups produced some extraordinarily convoluted permutations and su


rprising results.  Chris Brown showed amazing strength and tenacity in her several games; and a newcomer, Keith Broadbent, displayed considerable potential at the board.  The final was eventually won for the second year running by Alan Davey - with his fiery play - so retaining the trophy.  The l


ast afternoon saw Peter pitting his wits against the trainees in a simultaneous display, from which he emerged with only half a point taken off him.





  For non-chess players there were the excellent hotel leisure facilities plus outings to places of scenic and commercial interest.  Evening entertainment was varied and generally popular, especially the quizzes, where once again Sheila Milsom produced some of her brain-searching questions.


  Our thanks to Peter for arranging this most useful week; to the coaches for their patient tuition, and to the partners and friends who helped and enlivened the social atmosphere.


	Peter Price.








2001 AGM TOURNAMENT REPORT





  The tournament was held at the Marriott Hotel (formerly Swallow Hotel), Grantham, over the weekend of 16th - 18th March.  Once again the hotel proved to be an excellent venue with first-class facilities, good food and very helpful and friendly hotel staff.


  There were 21 players in the Open section and 8 in the Minor, each section being played as a five-round Swiss tournament.  Illness prevented Graham Lilley from attending and members were unanimous in sending him sincere best wishes for a speedy recovery.  There was a close finish in the Open se


ction.  Going into the final round on Sunday afternoon, Tyson Mordue on 4 - 4 was half a point ahead of Steve Burnell and Chris Ross.  Tyson and Chris played each other in the final round while Steve was matched against Colin Chambers.  In the end, both games were drawn and so Tyson clinched the 


title.  Shirley Watkins was the clear winner of the Minor section, finishing 1.5 points ahead of the field.


  Our grateful thanks go once again to Gerry Walsh, Peter Gibbs and Julie Leonard for the splendid way in which they controlled proceedings.  Thanks also go to Sheila Milsom who again ran a successful raffle.  We are also very grateful to Stan and Jan Lovell for their tireless work in organising 


yet another very enjoyable BCA event.








Results.


Open.


First prize: Tyson Mordue 4.5 - 5


2nd prize: Bill Armstrong, Steve Burnell, Dean Hartley and Chris Ross 4 - 5.


Under 130 grading prize: David Hodgkins and Norman Wragg.


Under 100 grading prize: George Plechaty.


Minor.


First prize: Shirley Watkins 4.5 - 5.


2nd prize: Francis Collisson, John Osborne and Geoff Patching 3 - 5.


Grading prize: Dorothy Hodges and Jim Lidstone.





	Norman Wragg








CHESS COACHING BY CASSETTE


  On a monthly basis, I will send a cassette of annotated games, either from my own personal games, or those of top professional ones, to Derek Spink, who will make this cassette available to any BCA member.  This cassette aims to give lesser graded players a chance to hear how a higher graded pl


ayer thinks and analyses his games.  All I ask for providing this service is that a nominal price of 50p per cassette shall be paid into BCA funds, equalling an annual fee of £6.  Anyone interested in joining the "commentated games" should give their name to Derek Spink, 31 Alderney Road, Slade G


reen, Erith, DA8 2JH, who should be thanked for aiding me in providing this service.


  I am also willing to run a similar service via e-mail or floppy disc.  Anyone wishing to receive the material in either of these media, they should contact.  E-mail: chris.ross@bigfoot.com (only valid until end of June


 - otherwise use home address shown in BCA membership list.)





  As an additional service, anyone wishing for any of their games to be analysed by me, may do so on condition that a small donation is given to BCA funds.  This includes any personal games as well as those played in the Roger Waters Challenge.


	Chris Ross.








LAST CALL FOR ROGER WATERS CHALLENGE





  If there is anybody out there who is not already playing Roger in a correspondence game, and would like to do so, you have until 1st June 2001 to contact myself, as this is the deadline date by which a challenge can be issued.


  At the end of the day BCA is the one that benefits from members playing Roger in so much as he contributes the following funds towards the association for the game:


  £5 for him winning a game


  £10 for a drawn game


  £15 for him losing a game.


  So if there is anybody out there who loves playing correspondence chess and has not played Roger, please contact me before the 1st June 2001 by phoning 01926 425 803 or writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.


  Roger is keen to play as many members within the BCA as possible.


	David Hodgkins, Challenge Co-ordinator.








BCA BAZAAR





  This is a BCA fund-raising enterprise.  If you have books or equipment you would like to get rid of, you are invited to advertise them in this column and to name a price.  A buyer sends the money to our Honorary Treasurer by way of a donation to the BCA.  On receipt of the donation the treasure


r will notify you.  Your next move will be to send the items to the buyer.





	Committee.





  Items advertised. - all items are in tactile form:


  Two large draughts sets and boards;


  one noughts and crosses game (ideal for young children),


  Braille copy of  "My system" by Aron Nimzowitsch.


  Contact Steve Burnell.





