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EDITORIAL


  "Chess is one of the noblest inventions of the human mind", so wrote Prof. C. E. M Joad.  Whether you agree with this statement or not, you must admit that chess can be a riveting interest and an extraordinarily pervasive influence on the mind.  Have you ever stopped to consider how little piec


es of wood, differently coloured, variously shaped, and with varying potentials for movement can produce such concentration, elation or chagrin in the emotions of a player!  Take, for instance, an over-the-board game only ten moves in from the start of play.  What an already changed scenario ther


e is in the configuration of the pieces, and in the embryonic plans that are growing in the minds of each player.  Again, take the position 30 moves further into the game: here is an entirely changed scene and strategy required to outwit the opponent.  Now add on the presence of a chess clock, re


mors


  I offer you this short but engaging searching of the mind for it is something to be marvelled at and respected for it paves the way for one of the contributions to this April issue.  Now is the time to consider are we, as BCA members, really giving credence and respect to the varying abilities 


of some of our players?  This subject is brought to light by a brave and long-standing member of the BCA, who is not afraid to air his views, and to demand compassion and respect for some of the "Lesser Mortals" among our number.





  Also in this issue we have a "plug" of Cork from Ireland; a plea for greenery from Gloucestershire, and a playful piece - or a piece of play - from ... you know who!


  May I remind all members that the last date for submissions to the July edition is the 8th of May.


	Peter Price.








DAVID'S DOUBLE VICTORY





  David Hodgkins, playing for the BCA in the British Chess Correspondence League, won his second game, so ending up with a creditable 2 points from 2 games.  Congratulations to David; and to the team for coming third.


	Editor.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS





  The following rules apply to all BCA events:  Payment in full should be made to the organiser by the advertised closing date.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Late entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £3 penalty.  Vis


ually handicapped players normally resident in the UK who are under the age of 21 and who are not in full time employment receive free entry to BCA events and pay reduced rates for accommodation.  They are, however, still subject to the advertised closing date and should ensure that their payment


 is sent to the organiser in time.





  BCA reserves the right to refuse entry or to exclude any person from any event it organises.


  BCA Minor Tournament.  Abbey Hotel, Wymondham, near Norwich.  23rd/30th May.  Limited to visually handicapped persons whose grade or estimated grade is 130 and below.  Although the closing date for entry to this event was the 20th of March late entries may be accepted, subject to availability. 


 Entry fee £10, accommodation for members and associate members £170, and for others £210.  Organiser Stan Lovell. 


    British Under 21's Championship.  Once again this event will take place at the Sitwell Arms Hotel, Renishaw, near Sheffield.  Day of arrival Monday 27th July, day of departure Thursday 30th July.  Open to all visually handicapped players under the age of 21.  Entry is free but there will be a


 charge of £10 per night towards the cost of accommodation.  Please contact the organiser, Stan Lovell, as soon as possible but not later than 30th June.


  British Rapid-Play Championship for the Visually Handicapped.  Chesterfield Hotel, Chesterfield.  Saturday and Sunday 22nd/23rd August.  Entry £7, accommodation £32 sharing twin or double room, £34 single.  Closing date for entries 30th June.  Organiser, Stan Lovell.  Those under 21 who are res


idents of the UK and are not in full time employment receive free entry and pay £10 for accommodation.  In this event each player has 30 minutes on the clock for each game.


  BCA Autumn Tournament.  13th/15th November, Royal Angus Hotel, Birmingham.  Entry £8, accommodation £32.50 per person half board basis per night.  Closing date for entries 20th September.  Late bookings for both players and non-players carry a penalty of £4.  Organiser, Sean O'Brien.  Major eve


nt open to all visually handicapped players and minor event limited to those whose grade is 80 and below.  Overseas players are particularly welcomed at this event.  Several members have asked us to find central venues.  Well, you can't be much more central than this, so we are expecting a bumper


 turn-out.  The Royal Angus has an excellent reputation but we understand that facilities for guide dogs are not so good.  We are seeking advice from GDBA in the hope of providing a suitable spending area adjacent to the hotel, and we hope to report a more positive situation in the July issue.





  N. B. - As from this event entry fee is £8 and the penalty for late entry is £4.


	Stan Lovell.








FINAL CALL FOR CORK


  This year's Irish Open Tournament will take place at the Metropol Hotel in Cork, from Friday 9th to Monday 12th October.  (Full details in the January Gazette).  The cost for players and guides will be £100 (Irish) and for others £150.  Telephone inquiries to Eamonn Casey at Dublin 821 0111 (of


fice) or 821 2636 (home).


  Cork, the capital of the historic province of Munster, is a pleasant city on the south coast of Ireland.  The Red Abbey Chess Club for the visually impaired, our hosts for the tournament, are laying on a packed programme of entertainment, including music, singing and dancing and even a gardenin


g talk.  And if this was not enough, there will be two sight seeing coach trips as well as organised shopping for those who are lucky enough not to be playing chess.  The local organiser, Barry O'Brien, promises an unforgettable weekend, so do not hesitate a moment longer.





	Philip Doyle PRO.


 





NEWS FROM THE COMMITTEE


  One of the most difficult decisions which the committee has been faced with was to withdraw from the world cup.  You will recall that our team performed gallantly in the 1996 Olympiad to qualify as one of the top 12 teams for the world cup.  First this was scheduled for Moscow in September 1997


 then, at ten weeks' notice, it was re-arranged to take place in Western Siberia.  At this stage we decided that we could not participate in view of the high cost, difficult travel and unavailability of suitable insurance cover.  Our decision was proved to have been wise as the event was cancelle


d.  Then along came Spain with a bailing out operation and a new date and venue.  Unfortunately, again, we found ourselves with insufficient time to raise the amount of money required to send a team with a reserve and sufficient guides.  In these circumstances we were unable to find 4 players of 


the 


  Another matter which is interesting some of our members is the prospect of blind chess players gaining access to some of the mass of material which is available to sighted players.  Several of our members believe that they are near to being able to access some of the chess databases via PC.  An


other idea is to get a programme written which would enable scanners to read chess periodicals and books.  If any member feels able to contribute in any way to these explorations please contact the secretary and he will put you in touch with others working towards the same ends.


  Your help needed!  As the activities of the BCA continue to increase so does the need for finance increase.  If we are going to be able to continue to support a growing programme of activities we will need help from many more members.  For years the BCA has been carried on the shoulders of a sm


all but industrious band of helpers.  Perhaps many of you are not fully aware of how much you owe to these ever ready loyal servants.  At a meeting on the 31st of  January the Finance and Fund Raising sub committee felt that it was time to express our heartfelt thanks to those loyal few who conti


nue to keep the BCA afloat but at the same time to issue the warning that, "Unless more of you who enjoy the benefits of membership are prepared to put your hand to the pump some of the willing horses will either become fed up or they will wilt under the strain."  We are sure that there are membe


rs o





	Stan Lovell, Secretary.








A NOTE FROM THE PRO





  I am writing this note in early February, the purpose of which is to ask if any of our members our there can help.  At the time of writing the BCA Fund Raising subcommittee consists of our chairman, our secretary and myself.  Although we are always keen to speak of our successful efforts (such 


as the collection and demonstration at Waterloo station in December last year), we do not, as a rule, publicise our failures.  Nonetheless, much work goes on behind the scenes and it is clear that we desperately need an extra pair of hands on the fund raising team.


  The type of person we are really looking for is someone who not only has ideas, but who can also help in a very practical sense; one who is prepared to "have a go" at organising; who can deal with some correspondence (which includes print), and who is even able, from time to time, to arrange occasional transport.  We would be happy to accept either an associate member or a visually impaired member, but in this latter case you should bear in mind that you will need some sighted help.





  The Fund Raising subcommittee meets once a year to plan various projects and methods of implementing them.  Sometimes however, it is necessary to call an emergency meeting or telephone conference to launch a special campaign.


  By the time you read this note the 1998 AGM will have come and gone, perhaps with some changes on the BCA committee as well.  Be that as it may, anyone who would like to join this lively and innovative team should please either contact me or our Chairman for further information.


	Ivor Wagner.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT


  Before going to the results, I should like to clarify a few points concerning promotion and relegation in the league.  The original intention was to operate a two up and two down system.  However, like all well-laid plans, this works well in theory but not so well in practice.  Understandably, 


members withdraw from time to time, either during or at the completion of a tournament.  For instance, there may be six playing in division 2.  Two withdraw, two gain promotion, leaving just two, who if relegated would leave none in that division.  So, you keep the remaining two in the division, 


relegate two from division 1 and promote two from division 3 and you are back to six - but now division 3 is two short as no one was relegated from division 2.  Therefore, it is necessary to promote three or four from division 4 at the same time ensuring that division 5 will still have a meaningf


ul c


  I do believe though that a decision taken at the 1996 AGM has helped in creating confusion.  At that meeting it was agreed that a member entering the league for the first time and was of reasonable strength, did not automatically have to play in the bottom division.  The decision would rest wit


h the Tournament Director with the proviso that irrespective of the member's playing strength, they could not be placed in the top division.  The reason for the decision taken at the AGM was to give the new entrant a better standard of chess and at the same time giving those in the bottom divisio


n a better chance of promotion.  I cannot speak for future Tournament Directors, but I would be reluctant to place a new entrant higher than division 3.  Finally, once playing in the league, no player can skip a division.  I.E. if in division 4 and you gain promotion you cannot go straight into d


ivis





  I do hope this has helped to clear up a few misunderstandings but should any member still be unhappy or unclear on the matter, do please contact me.  If I am unaware of your concerns, there is very little I can do to help.


  Now to the results.





	    BCA 34th Championship (Premier).


Sobers - Atherton 1 - 0 29


Cohn - Whittle 0.5 - 0.5 (English) 30


Wall - Sobers 1 - 0 (Gruenfeld) 43


Way - Wall 1 - 0 (Queen's Gambit Accepted) 18


Cohn - Sobers 0 - 1 (English) 53


Sproson - McElroy 0 - 1 (English) 25


Way - McElroy 0.5 - 0.5 (Queen's pawn) 28


Sproson - Cohn 1 - 0 (Irregular) 32


McElroy - Hodgkins 1 - 0 (Ruy Lopez) 27 





  Group B:


Rees - Rathbun 0 - 1


Rees - Hague 0 - 1





  Group C:


Spink - Barry 0 - 1


Parry - Spink 0 - 1


Gibbs D. - Parry 1 - 0


Gibbs - Townshend 0.5 - 0.5


Spink - Townshend 1 - 0


Gibbs - Spink 1 - 0


Barry - Potter 1 - 0





BCA League 1996 and 97


  Division 3:


Winkworth - Townshend 0.5 - 0.5





6th British Championship.


Noble - Gibbs D. 0 - 1


  


BCA Ladder 


Bishop - Bryant 0.5 - 0.5 (Queen's Gambit Accepted) 23


Spink - Atherton 0 - 1 (English) 16


Patching - Sobers 0 - 1 (Pirc) 18


Couchman - Patching 1 - 0 (Scots) 48


Patching - Farrant 1 - 0 (Philidor) 47


  Table as at 31st December.


Sproson 40, Davey 38, Gibbs D. 32, Patching 27, Sobers 27, Atherton 26, Spink 14.


  Congratulations to Oliver Sproson on winning the ladder table.


	Sean O'Brien.





  


A GREENER GAZETTE


  More and more members are receiving the Gazette in electronic form.  Blind, partially-sighted and fully sighted members are currently receiving the Gazette on 3.5 inch disk or by e-mail.  Members receiving the Gazette like this have commented on how much easier it is to search for articles in a


n issue and how much storage space they are saving!  It also costs less for the BCA to produce - not to mention the environmental saving.





  If you would like to receive the Gazette on disk, then please contact Oliver Leonard.


  If you wish to receive it by e-mail, please send an e-mail requesting it to eastwinds@dial.pipex.com.





	Oliver Leonard. 











MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT


  First, a message to our youth members.  Please note that visually impaired members, who are under the age of 21 and are normally resident in the UK, receive free membership.  They will continue to receive free membership during the year in which they become 21: that is the BCA financial year wh


ich runs from 1st October to 30th September.  They will then be required to pay their subscription and to inform the treasurer and membership secretary so that records can be amended.





  Secondly, please could members notify me with any changes or corrections to their address as soon as they occur, so that membership details can be kept up to date.


  Members can contact me either by telephoning 01926 425803, or writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa CV31 2LN.


	David Hodgkins.














FOR ALL "FRENCH" ADDICTS


  By the time you read this, I will have completed a mammoth recording job: an update of the French defence stretching to 13 cassettes!  It includes the well known variations, the Winawer 3 Nc3, the Tarrasch 3 Nd2, the Advance 3 e5, the Exchange variation, as well as the "French" gambit: 1 e4 e6 


2 b3 d5 3 Bb2 dxe, and the "anti-French" 1 e4 e6 2 d3.


  Most of the variations analysed are followed by a crop of recent games from Informator.  For those who don't know it, Informator is the world's finest compendium of recent games, published twice a year.  The games are extensively annotated, usually by the winner, and the editor frequently inser


ts a long annotation near the beginning of the game to update readers on recent analysis.





  I have used tone indexing to separate text from annotation and doing away with the tiresome "annotation" and "back to the game".  For anyone who uses the French as their main weapon against 1 e4 and has no direct access to recent analysis or Informator, this recording is an absolute must.


	Hans Cohn.








LOUGHBOROUGH 1997


  A record entry of chess players took part in the BCA Autumn Tournament held at the Jarvis Hotel, Loughborough.  We had some new faces, and also we had some of our friends from Germany, Holland and Belgium.  We had four players in the Major tournament finishing on four points; Chris Ross, Jergen


 Pohlers, Colin Chambers and Graham Lilley.  The winner on the second tie-break was Graham Lilley, with Colin Chambers in second place.  The Minor event was won by Graeme Parry, with Shirley Watkins and  Bob Brown in joint second place.  There were a good number of players who won grading prizes;


 and the event was, I am sure, enjoyed by everyone.  Our thanks to Julie Leonard, assisted by Peter Gibbs, who controlled the two tournaments with admirable efficiency; and a very big thank you must go to Tricia and Sean O'Brien for all their hard work and careful planning which made this record 


even





	John Gallagher.








COMPASSION FOR YOUR OPPONENT!





  I have noticed that some of the members of the BCA have a lack of compassion - or is it lack of respect or feeling for the lower graded players?  I remember playing a member who was at least 75 points higher in the grading.  I failed to take a pawn in the middle game but battled on.  The game c


ame down to two pawns each and lasted 45 moves.  When I resigned after three hours and ten minutes, my opponent said "Thanks for the game", got up and left the table.  This was correct of course, but I was very deflated and naturally disappointed: he never sought me out to give me any comfort or 


praise or tell me where I went wrong.


  When one is teaching a child or an animal, one should always give praise in order to promote their confidence.  I feel that some people are too much interested in their own feelings.  I mention this subject because I always like to help my defeated opponent where possible, especially if he/she 


is a new member, to try to give them encouragement.





  One new member said to me recently that others always took the mickey out of their chess play.  This is not the way we should be treating other members; the odd word of reassurance here and there can go a long way.


  I was once made to feel a complete fool when I was told by a high graded player that my play had been "utter rubbish"!  I would much rather have had a comment on how to improve my game.


  I wonder if other members have the same feeling as I do.  I would like to hear about them through this magazine.


	Derek Spink.








WORKING THE KNIGHT SHIFT


  Why not try this intriguing little exercise?  Remove all the pieces and pawns from the chess board.  Then place a white queen on the e5 square and a black knight on the g8 square.  The queen must remain on e5, while the knight has to travel, in the shortest possible time, from g8 to f8.  In its


 journey the knight is not permitted to take the queen, and it must not land on a square controlled by the queen.  It will add even more spice if a friend can time your effort on a stop-watch.





  At our chess club, the "experts" were each averaging about two minutes.  Then along came a little girl who astounded the onlookers by succeeding in 17 seconds!


	Editor.





