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Editorial
I trust this finds everyone well and that you all managed, as far as possible, to avoid seasonal colds and travel mishaps.  I failed on both counts (a cold on Boxing Day and another failed attempt to visit Scotland, choosing as I did to travel on the day when the storms hit).  In fact I was even lucky to be able to get from Crewe to Eastleigh the same day with trains out of Waterloo in chaos.
It wasn't only travel chaos I was hit by; my desktop on which I do the gazette work had gone in for a service, only for me to find that even parts of the operating system had been corrupted.  I am still picking up the pieces from this and, if the gazette arrives late, that is why.  Hopefully when the Braille version does arrive, there will be no more problems with pages falling out, as Rebecca assures me the problem has been solved.

Given upcoming changes to the committee this is likely to be my last editorial, unless, as sometimes happens, I produce the edition after the AGM to spare the new editor being thrown into the deep end too quickly.  I would therefore like to thank all those who have contributed to the gazette during my editorship, and also those who have helped in the production and distribution of the gazette in its various formats (Julie Leonard print, our new member Rebecca Blaevoet Braille, and various people who have helped in producing the audio format).  Thanks also to those who have taken the trouble to send positive feedback on editions of the gazette.

Finally contributions for the next issue should be sent in by the first Sunday in April (the 1st). Where they should be sent will be made clear at the AGM and by a message round the user group in March. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming BCA Events

Note: Please study the booking conditions and procedures which follow these announcements; they have been updated to take account of the latest developments.

2nd - 4th March 2012.  AGM and Congress. The Bedford Park Inn, Bedford. 

The Annual General Meeting will take place at 2pm on Saturday 3rd March 2012.  Please tell Norman Wragg if you plan to attend the AGM without participating in the tournament.

The date for entries into the tournament is passed now though it might still be possible to enter subject to room availability and the payment of a £10 late booking fee.  Contact Mark Hague with any enquiries: mark.hague@talktalk.net. 
Mark Hague and Lea Ryan, Tournament Organisers.

9th - 16th June 2012. The Chairman's Cup (formerly the Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament). 
Whitehall Hotel, Bournemouth.

This event is open to visually impaired players and to associate members of BCA whose grade is 140 or below.  The event is played over seven rounds with round 1 commencing at 8pm on Saturday 9th June 2012.  The other rounds will be played each day commencing at 10:15am apart from round 5 which will commence at 8pm Wednesday 13th June to allow for the outing to take place earlier that day.  In addition to the chess some coaching sessions will be arranged if members request them.

The entry fee is £10.  The cost of accommodation, including dinner, bed & breakfast will be £250 for members and associate members.  The cost to non-members will be £305.  The cost to those booking for less than 6 days is £50 per day.  Any person booking a twin or double room will be required to pay £10 single supplement for any nights more than two nights when the room is used for single occupancy.

This will be our third visit to the Whitehall Hotel for this event.  The Whitehall, with its excellent food, friendly staff and comfortable accommodation has proved very popular with our members.

The organisers, John and Pam Jenkins, are planning to organise a trip on the Wednesday and would appreciate feedback on this regarding likes and dislikes (contact details below).

Organisers John & Pam Jenkins, 16 Stuart Road, Highcliffe, Christchurch, BH23 5JS, tel: 01425 272051, mobile 07970 704162, e-mail johnpamjenkins@btinternet.com.

BCA International Autumn Tournament 2012. 
This will take place at the Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate, from Friday 9th to Sunday 11th November 2012.  The tournament is open to blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA.

The Old Swan Hotel is within walking distance of the lovely spa town of Harrogate and a short taxi ride from the railway station.  The BCA has once again been able to provide a subsidy for the Friday and Saturday Nights.  The cost for dinner, bed and breakfast will be £37.50 per person per night sharing a double or twin room; the cost for a single room will be £40 per person per night.  The cost for non-members and for those wishing to stay the Sunday night will be £53.50 per person per night in a double/twin room and £57 per person per night in a single room.

Full and finalised details will appear in the next gazette.  The tournament organiser will be Steve Burnell.

Booking Conditions and Procedures

The BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post-dated cheques are not accepted.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received by the Treasurer or when the money has been received by the BCA bank.

Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the various hotels.  Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When sending your cheque to the treasurer, please include details of your booking requirements including:

1. Single room, double room or twin room

2. If you prefer a bath or a shower

3. If you prefer a room in which you may smoke.  Please note many hotels now adopt a no smoking policy.

4. If you will be bringing your guide dog.

5. If you are on a special diet.

6. If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift.

7. If you are a wheelchair user.

8. Any other special requirements.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may, of course, contact the organiser on any point.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment into the BCA’s account on-line or by direct bank transfer should make sure their payment is cleared by the closing date.  When this has happened inform the treasurer your payment has been made and include your booking requirements as above.

Gill may be contacted on 01454#885045, e-mail: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.
Please note: The BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

All Under One Roof
Below is a list of mainstream chess events which are all held in hotels, allowing you to relax and enjoy that extra piece of toast and cup of tea to help wash down your well-deserved fry up, without the stress of having to race off each sorry morning to get to the venue on time.

In this edition I have divided this report into two headings: Castle Chess and Other Under One Roof Events.

Before I list the various congresses, I feel it necessary to inform you that in my previous reports I have unknowingly mislead readers in believing that booking accommodation via the appropriate organiser would ensure a better deal.  This of course may well be the case, however, I have since learned that with some events it can be luck of the draw, as tournament organisers tend to simply calculate the price of accommodation by dividing the price of the block booking by the number of rooms purchased.  Obviously depending on the amount of rooms available, it is not always possible to have all rooms of equal standard.  Therefore, whilst some people may get a good deal by going through the relevant organiser, other people may pay more than they would if they went directly through the hotel.  Although you will find that most events have all rooms en suite, if you consider this to be a necessary requirement, I do advise that you specify this fact with the appropriate organiser or book directly with the hotel.

Once again I have a nice little collection of tournaments to tempt you with to help wash away that winter gloom and see you right into the summer.

I have not listed prices or prizes (apart from the Bournemouth Grand Congress which is an exceptionally attractive offer).  However, with the quality of the various hotels, it is quite normal to pay between £60 and £90 per night (give or take).  Entry fee for most events will roughly come to £30 (again give or take).

Please note that if you are tempted to try any of the events listed below, you may be eligible to receive funding under the Grass Roots Scheme, and if you are a novice to such events, this offer will also be extended to a friend or spouse.  Please see my article on the Grass Roots Scheme for more details.

Castle Chess

Castle Chess has three sections: an Open, Major (160) and Minor (120).  Within each section there is a subsection: Premier (180), Intermediate (140) and Challengers (100).  The rate of play is 36 moves in 90 minutes plus 15 minutes to complete the game.

17th - 19th February 2012 – Portsmouth Congress: Held at the Royal Beach Hotel, St. Helen’s Parade, Southsea, Portsmouth, PO4 0RN.  The Portsmouth Congress is traditionally a six-round tournament, with the first round beginning on Friday evening, three rounds on Saturday and two on Sunday.  In the last issue there was uncertainty about the first round on Friday, however, I can now confirm that this will once again be a six-round Swiss.  I certainly enjoyed this congress in the past and hope to attend.

24th - 25th March 2012 – Hereford Congress: Held at the Green Dragon Hotel, Broad Street, Hereford, HR4 9BG. This is a five round Swiss tournament, with three games on Saturday and two on Sunday.  A lovely quaint Victorian hotel full of character with very friendly staff, which makes it easy to forgive the odd creaking floor board.  Back in 1885, the legendary Blackburne confirmed his chess brilliance during a prestigious tournament held at this very hotel.  However, though a great favourite amongst many Castle Chess attendees, this may be the last time that this venue is used by Castle Chess.  I do recommend this congress and thoroughly enjoyed it when I have attended in the past.  I personally hope to be there in March.  

For more information on Castle Chess events or to obtain a booking form, please contact Tony Corfe on telephone 01707 659080 or visit www.castlechess.co.uk.

Other Under One Roof Events 

15th - 19th February 2012 – Brighton International Congress: Held at the Barceló Brighton Ship Hotel.  This tournament, which begins on a Wednesday, is run by e2e4 and advertised as being for all strengths.  It appears to have three categories: an Open, a Major and a Challengers group.  Although I have not yet been to any e2e4 events, they have been highly recommended to me by several of our members.  For more information or to obtain a booking form, please contact Sean Hewitt on telephone 0845 4639798 or email info@e2e4.org.uk.  Alternatively, please visit www.e2e4.org.uk.

7th - 11th March 2012 Blackpool Chess Conference: Held at the Imperial Hotel.  This event also starts on a Wednesday and has six sections.  Sections include an Open, Grade 185, 155, 135, 115 and 90.  Although I have not yet personally attended this congress, it comes with recommendation from one of our members.  In addition, you may be interested to know that the Blackpool Chess Conference is run by Geoff Jones, who has recently been recruited as one of the BCA Arbiters and will be joint Arbiter with Julie Leonard at our AGM the weekend prior to this event.  For more information or to obtain a booking form, please contact Geoff Jones on email blackpoolchess@gmail.com.

20th - 22nd April 2012 - Bournemouth Grand Chess Congress: Held at the Carrington House Hotel, Knyveton Road, Bournemouth, BH1 3QQ; telephone 01202 369988.  The Bournemouth Grand Chess Congress, which is funded by the Dorset and District Chess League and jointly run by the Dorset County Chess Association, was recommended to me by one of our members and is definitely a must for those who enjoy weekend tournaments.  The name of the tournament is due to the fact that the Open section has a first prize of £1,000.  There is also a Challengers section (155) with a first prize of £300, a Minor section (125) with a first prize of £200, and an Open Individual Handicap Rapid Play tournament which I unofficially gather has £50 prize money.  The main event is a five-round Swiss, with the first round beginning on Friday evening at 7.00pm.  Time control in the main tournaments is 40 moves in 100 minutes plus a 20 minute allegro finish.  The rapid play games are 20 minutes with time allocated according to the various grading differentials.  All rooms in the hotel are en suite with tea and coffee facilities and satellite TV.  For your entertainment and relaxation off the chess board, the Carrington House Hotel also boasts a swimming pool and games room.  All of this is at the give away price of single room just £30 a night bed and breakfast and £45 for half board, with an extra £10 per night for single occupancy of a double or twin room.  I advise that you book as early as possible so as not to be disappointed.  The special offer only lasts until 31st March.  I can tell you that I booked my place as soon as I read the details!  To find out more or to obtain a booking form please contact Martin Simons on email grand@bournemouthchesscongress.org.uk.  Alternatively, as with all events listed, you can download a booking form by simply following the links on the ECF calendar. 

8th -10th June 2012 – South Lakes Congress: Held at the Cumbria Grand Hotel, Grange-Over-Sands.  This is a five-round Swiss, with the first round beginning on Friday evening, two rounds on Saturday and two on Sunday.  The rate of play is all moves in two hours.  This tournament has five sections: an Open, Major (170), Intermediate (150), Minor (135), Minor 2 (120 or 115 to be confirmed).  I found this congress to have a very friendly atmosphere and once again a great favourite with BCA members.  A very comfortable hotel with its own extensive gardens.  If I remember rightly, chess is played in a very grand ballroom in the basement, so there is no fear of sweltering in the June sunshine, at least not whilst playing chess!  However, this does once again unfortunately clash with the BCA Chairman’s Cup, but for those, who for whatever reason, are unable to attend our own event at Bournemouth, I highly recommend you venture North to the South Lakes.  For more details and an entry form, please contact Trevor Blower on telephone 01539 534622 or Dave Cole on 01229 811914.

As Congress Coordinator for the BCA, if anybody would like to register their bookings for any non BCA tournaments, or if you simply wish to enquire about BCA attendance at any such events, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Gary Wickett.

Grass Roots Scheme
If you find yourself suffering from withdrawal symptoms between the three annual BCA events and in desperate need of a chess fix, then the good news is you may be eligible to claim funds under the Grass Roots Scheme towards any non BCA congress of your choice.

The Grass Roots Scheme has been running now for almost four years, and as Chair of Grass Roots, I have made it my mission to trumpet its happy message in every Gazette in the hope to encourage more of our members to partake of this wonderful provision.

How do I know if I am eligible to claim? 

Each year I draw up a list of eligible members who fulfil the following criteria and are therefore entitled to claim under the Grass Roots Scheme.  If you fit into the below criteria you will definitely be on my list and therefore entitled to claim.

1.
You must be a VI member of the BCA who is a resident citizen of the UK.

2.
You must have played in at least one BCA event during the last BCA financial year (1st October 2010 to 30th September 2011).

3.
You must not have received BCA funds of £300 or more to attend any international event in any one of the two previous BCA financial years (i.e. 1st October 2009 through to 30th September 2011).

If I am eligible, what events can I claim for?  How much can I claim?

If you fit into the above criteria, you can claim money towards any non BCA chess congress, whether it be in the UK or overseas, regardless of whether it is a mainstream congress or one specifically geared towards visually impaired players.

Your claims can be made in two ways:-

1.
You can make three claims  of up to £75 towards any non BCA congresses throughout the current BCA financial year (1st October 2011 to 30th September 2012).

2.
You can make two claims, one being for up to £150 and the other for up to £75 towards any non BCA congresses in the current BCA financial year.

What do I do to make a claim?

To make a claim it is just three simple steps:-

1.
Let me know of your claim at least one week prior to the event.

2.
On your return, send a receipt or proof of expenditure to our Treasurer, Gill Smith.

3.
Send me a report highlighting your impressions of the event.  This can be as short or long as you feel appropriate.  The purpose of the report is simply to aid us in setting up a database of events and their suitability for our members.  Please be assured that all information is stored anonymously.

In addition to your claim, if you are a novice to such events or haven’t attended a non BCA event for ten years or more, you can also claim the same amount for a guide.

If you are not sure whether you qualify for the Grass Roots Scheme, or you just want to find out more, please do not hesitate to contact me.  You will find my contact details at the front of this magazine under my other role of Correspondence Chess Director. 
Gary Wickett. 
Correspondence Chess Director’s Report
This in all likelihood will be my last report as Correspondence Chess Director, so please note that you probably won’t need to press the “skip to scores” button on your daisy machine for the next edition!  The truth of such a jest makes it even more funny!  Even so, I have thoroughly enjoyed this role and treasure all the kind comments I have received.

However, for those of you who do not have a skip to scores button or have simply resisted the temptation to press it, you will be aware that the theme that I have picked for the last three Gazettes is the three course meal and how one’s various choices from the menu may reflect one’s style of play on the chess board.  We have so far considered the main course and any parallels this may have to the various styles of middlegame; the sweet menu and considered what comparisons this may have with players’ mode of endgame; and thus it’s only right to conclude this little theme with the starter.

Most if not all League games will still be in the opening phase.  I pose the question once again therefore, does one’s choice of food at the dinner table reflect one’s choice of mode at the chess table?  As I said in my first article on this theme, such a concept is certainly food for thought!

Let us set the scene therefore.  You’re sat at the table, your drink has arrived and as you adjust your position to get comfortable, you pick up the menu and study its contents with the scrutiny that such an important decision deserves!  Those of you whose diligent eye falls gladly upon the roast beef and apple pie, will most likely opt to start these joyous proceedings with the soup, which with its solid but rather conservative nature, must represent an opening such as the London System or the Giuoco Piano.  The London System of course being the leek and potato variety of this most warming of appetisers, appearing quite bland to the taste, yet deeply satisfying to the learned English pallet, and solid and deadly to any dreamy opponent who casts doubt upon its appeal.  However, those who play the Giuoco Piano will of course most likely opt for the minestrone, a dish that to the unknowing eye looks very ordinary, yet contains a secret ingredient one would not naturally associate with soup.  In the same way, the myth of the so-called “quiet game” may keep one’s opponent blissfully ignorant of the unexpected snakes in the grass!

However, if when considering the menu your eye is drawn to the tikka masala and ice cream, you might be tempted by the garlic or sweet chilli breaded mushrooms as your opening gambit!  This moderately daring yet well established starter represents those two gambits which, by their respective names, have been crowned with royal approval!  And if such a generous gift of an early pawn seems as bizarre as eating fungus, then one has not taken note of the mystical qualities of the garlic or the heat in the chilli!

Finally, the foolhardy super heroes, whose bold and greedy eyes have been seduced by the piri piri chicken and death by chocolate, will most likely begin proceedings with the sushi, preferring their openings to be unhampered by convention and the niceties of cooking.  In a previous report, I likened such players to the tom cat, who casting aside the old proverb, scoffs at danger and pioneers to test new boundaries and baffle the learning of the orthodox!

I do not have room in these pages to expand upon such starters as the cool sophistication of the melon boat, the polite lure of the prawn cocktail or the loud lustre of the spicy flamed chicken wings, but one needs not to be spoon fed metaphors to appreciate that these aptly and respectively represent such popular openings as the English, the Evans Gambit and the Ruy Lopez; and such formidable defences as the Sicilian, the French  and the Caro Kann (not of course forgetting the saucy but sizzling Blackburne Shilling).

So whatever you have chosen for your starter, may your table be laid each night with food fit for the fork of a queen, and may your queen never be food fit for the fork of a knight!

Before I move onto the all important scores, I am delighted to report that we have three new recruits joining the League this season.  I therefore offer a warm and hearty welcome to David Mears and Denis Warren, who will be joining me in Division 3, and a warm welcome to someone who as editor of these pages needs no introduction from myself.  Guy is a formidable and experienced player and therefore I have placed him straight into Division 2.  On a sadder note, however, we will be losing Lionel, who has decided to retire from both our correspondence tournaments.  Lionel, may I take this opportunity to wish you a very long and happy retirement, and if at any time in the future you get a bit “chessed off” with checking the daily crossword and would prefer to be checking your opponent’s king with an unsuspected knight, please do not hesitate to pick up the phone.  We are also sadly losing Allen Richardson, whose lack of wins I am convinced is simply due to his inexhaustible number of other interests.  Once again, Allen, if you wish to rejoin any of the correspondence tournaments at any time, please do not hesitate to contact me or the relevant CCD.

BCA Correspondence League 2010/11

Division 1 – Group Leader David Hodgkins 

Mark Hague-Atherton 0.5-0.5 Queen's Pawn 24.

McElroy-Mark Hague 0.5-0.5 Sicilian 44.

Hodgkins-Bryant 1-0 Queen's Pawn 31.

Final scores: Alec Crombie 5-6, Ernie McElroy 4.5-6, David Hodgkins 4-6, Mark Hague 3.5-6, Frank Atherton 1.5-6, Mike Hague 1.5-6, Lionel Bryant 1-6.

Congratulations to Alec, who will be presented with the much coveted League Cup at the AGM in March.  Normally at the end of each season two players are relegated, however, with the absence of Lionel, relegation this time solely falls to Mike Hague, who although securing a win against Frank, fell three quarters of a point short of Frank on our first tie-break system   (Sonneborn-Berger).

Division 2 – Group Leader Sean O’Brien

Final Scores: George Phillips 4-5, Steve Brown 4-5, Sean O’Brien 2.5-5, Eric Gallacher 2-5, Mike McGuigan 1.5-5, Geoff Patching 1-5.

As previously mentioned, promotion goes to George and Steve.  Relegation this time falls to Geoff and Mike McGuigan.

Division 3 – Group Leader Gary Wickett 

Final scores: Jason Pearce 4-4, Derek Couchman 2-4, Jim Cuthbert 2-4, Gary Wickett 2-4, Allen Richardson 0-4.

Again, as previously mentioned, due to the inseparable tie for second place, Jason will be the only person promoted  to Division 2.

BCA Correspondence League 2012/13

Division 1 – Group Leader David Hodgkins 

Once again this season we have seven players in Division 1:-

Frank Atherton, Steve Brown, Alec Crombie, Mark Hague, David Hodgkins, Ernie McElroy and George Phillips.  Please watch out for the May Gazette for any early results.    

Division 2 – Group Leader Sean O’Brien 

This year we start the season with five players:-

Eric Gallacher, Mike Hague, Sean O’Brien, Jason Pearce and Guy Whitehouse. 

Division 3 – Group Leader Gary Wickett 

Once again we start with seven players:-

Derek Couchman, Jim Cuthbert, Mike McGuigan, David Mears, Geoff Patching, Denis Warren and Gary Wickett.
BCA 41st Correspondence Championship 2011/12 

Premier – Group Leader David Hodgkins

Whittle-Phillips 1-0 London 22.

O’Brien-Whittle 0-1 Sicilian 21.

Hodgkins-Cohn 1-0 Queen's Pawn 18.

McElroy-O’Brien 1-0 Scotch 19. 

Scores: Alec Crombie 2-2, Les Whittle 2-2, Ernie McElroy 1-1, David Hodgkins 1-2, George Phillips 0-1, Hans Cohn 0-1, Sean O’Brien 0-3.

Les now obviously joining Alec in top position and Ernie making his presence known but still far too early to make any predictions.  

Group A – Group Leader Gary Wickett 

Gallacher-Mike Hague 0-1 Bishop’s Opening 46.

Mike Hague-Wickett 1-0 Danish 59.

Scores: Gary Wickett 3-4, Mike Hague 2-2, Mike McGuigan 0-1, Geoff Patching 0-1, Eric Gallacher 0-2.

Mike Hague now making his grand entry to the stage, and only looking for one more win from his two remaining games to win back his place in the Premier.    

Group B – Group Leader Mark Hague

Cuthbert-Mark Hague 0-1 Sicilian Dragon 31. 

S. Brown-Cuthbert 1-0 French 20. 

Final scores: Mark Hague 2-2, Steve Brown 1-2, Jim Cuthbert 0-2.

Owing to the fact of having six games in the League, and the struggle to ensure all Championship games get up to 30 moves by 31st October, Derek Couchman has decided to pull out of the Championship.  All games in Group B are therefore now concluded and I thus offer a hearty congratulations to Mark who will be promoted to the Premier when it reconvenes in 2013.

Ladder Table 

Final leading scores: Gary Wickett 19, Orlando Sobers 14, Ernie McElroy 12, Geoff Patching 11, Frank Atherton 10, Steve Thacker 9.

Well, it has taken me five years but I finally finished on top of the ladder!  Keep chessing!  
Gary Wickett.

Membership Secretary's Report

I cannot emphasize how important it is that the guidelines below are followed. If a member moves and their details are not passed on to me it makes it extremely difficult to keep our membership and gazette records up to date.

If any person has details of a new person wishing to join the BCA or you simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to 45 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents, as well as myself, of any change of address or use of medium.

As at 31st December 2011 the following have allowed their membership of BCA to become lapsed: Steven Dickson, Imran Khan, Kathaleen Jackson, Darren Paskell, Dan Rugman and Michael Sharkey; in total 6 members.

Deceased member. 
Bruce Birchall (large print life member), died March 2011. 
David Hodgkins.
Publicity, Recruitment and Youth Development

In this review I will cover some of the areas for which I have had responsibility during the past year.
Publicity: During the year I have concentrated mainly on publicity directed towards blind and partially sighted people.  The intention has been to give a boost to our recruitment campaign and to our programme of youth development.  It is difficult to assess how successful this has been.  We have been happy to welcome some new members into our association but I am not able to claim that this has been due to any efforts on my part.  All I can say is, the more publicity we can generate the more chance we have to get the message through to potential new members.
Whilst publicity linked to our recruitment campaign has been my main focus, I have not completely neglected general publicity.  We had some very good coverage, with photos and articles, in the Derbyshire press around our AGM event in March and some more useful press coverage around the British Championship in Scarborough in August.  In addition to this I have been submitting articles to 'Chess Moves' and for regular updates to the reports on our website.  During the past year I have made more use of our e-mail brochure.  It has become apparent e-mail contacts often are more likely to provoke a response than the more traditional methods.
Recruitment: I have always maintained the best results are achieved when many of the members of an association act as recruiting officers.  Many people respond more readily to the enthusiastic reports from their friends and contacts than to the sales talk of publicity officers.  This is where you can all help.  There are plenty of real benefits of membership you can tell your friends and contacts about: our 30 percent reduction to the cost of weekend events and generous reductions to the cost of seven-day events; Our Grass Roots Scheme which offers grants to UK VI members to encourage them to participate in events not run by BCA and many other facilities such as our audio library and our growing involvement with other ways to study via online recordings and e-books.
Youth Development: During the year we were able to support a project at Dorton College with a group of students receiving coaching from an ECF-approved coach, Guy Baker.  This was largely funded by a generous grant from the Primary Club.  The students who undertook the coaching have now left the college and, to date, it has not been possible to continue this project.  It has to be said, apart from this one area of relative success, our efforts to bring more young members into BCA have met with little success.  In my view, our failure to recruit more youngsters and then to keep them through their teens and 20's is one of the main threats to the future of our association.
I hope it is not too late to wish you all that is good in 2012 and to enjoy your battles in our great game. 
Stan Lovell.
Millennium Club

The latest Millennium Club winners are: 
November
 Jan Lovell

December 
Natalie Gailans 
January 
Alan Davey.

The Millennium Club raises funds for the BCA by offering participants the chance to enter a monthly draw at £12 per number per year.  The winner of the draw receives £35.  If you wish to enter the Millennium Club send a cheque to Gill Smith or you can pay online using the following details: account name Braille Chess Association, Sort code 309620, account number 00296072, make Millennium Club the reference.  Let Denise Ross who makes the draw know you have sent payment and wish to join the club.  Denise's e-mail address is d.ross@braillechess.org.uk. 
Gill Smith.
Autumn Tournament 2012

The BCA came to Harrogate for the third time in 12 months, a tribute to the Old Swan Hotel whose location in an interesting town, good food and excellent service deserved this compliment.  Steve Burnell also deserves credit for choosing this venue and his efficient organisation of the event.  He was greatly helped by Steve Brown stepping up from the Minor tournament to give even numbers in both competitions when various issues kept three members from attending.  Also adding to the event’s success were the efficiency of Peter Gibbs and Julie Leonard as controllers, the seemingly tireless efforts of our associate members and Sheila Milsom whose total fund raising is now well in excess of £2000.

The chess had a greater element of uncertainty than usual.  Chris Ross took a half-point bye in the third round; with a draw against Graham he reached the final round on 3 points.  He was half a point ahead of his opponent, Steve Burnell, and level with Graham and Bill who were paired in the final round.  Graham quickly disposed of the unsound Armstrong defence to the Queen’s Gambit and all rested on a tense struggle on the top board.  Steve kept material equality but under time pressure his position collapsed and Chris and Graham tied on four points.  Tristram Cole and Bill Armstrong shared third place with 3 points.  Grading prizes were keenly contested with Norman Wragg, Ian Blencowe and John Gallagher in a triple tie for one prize, with Steve Thacker taking the other grading prize.

The Minor event was also in doubt up to the final stages.  Associate member Colin Wilson finished with an impressive 4.5 with George Phillips scoring 4 and Phil Smith coming third with 3.5.  Here the grading prizes went to David Gibbs (group A) and Abi Baker (group B) both achieving 2.5 points, a really fine effort from Abi.

Scores. 
Open: 
Chris Ross and Graham Lilley 4, (Chris won on tie-break)

Tristram Cole and Bill Armstrong 3

Steve Burnell 2.5

Norman Wragg, Ian Blencowe and John Gallagher 2.5 (shared grading prize A)

Steve Thacker 2.5 (grading prize B)

Phil Gordon 2

Richard Murphy 1.5

S. Brown 0.5
Minor. 
Colin Wilson 4.5

George Phillips 4

Phil Smith 3.5

Gary Wickett 2.5

David Gibbs 2.5 (grading prize A), Abi Baker 2.5 (grading prize B)

John Osborne and David Mears 2

Mike Lowery and Richard Harrington 1
Bill Armstrong.

European Championship 2011

When I arrived in Rhodes, Steve Hilton as IBCA Secretary was there for the world junior event which preceded the European Championships.  Rhodes had a lovely hot August and early September.  He was suffering quite badly from the heat during this time and had an asthma attack just before the European event.  He felt this limited his performance although in the end he scored the creditable 50% that his ranking of 46 out of 79 would suggest was a reasonable target.  Two of his opponents were from the top seeds.

On the other hand I scored only 3.5 from 9 and was pretty disgusted with my play in this tournament.  I will not repeat my recent process of preparation again.  I studied and played too much.  I scored 6 from 11 in a strong event at the British Championships in Sheffield but, alas, noticed my play was less sharp at the BCA event in Scarborough where I managed second place with 4.5 from 7.  It was even less incisive at Rhodes (3.5 from 9), and when I reached my 27th serious game in eight weeks I distinctly lacked mental energy.  Against van Duuren in the final round I lost from a position that had plenty of potential for success.  I did give away a half point when my opponent blundered in a situation where she was playing with the wrong position on her board.  Perhaps I was too generous.

Far from my struggles, the top players were all taking points off each other.  Krylov may finally be feeling his age.  Meshkov, who was suffering from an abscess on his arm, slipped back in the middle rounds.  Wassin was going well and then failed to maintain his success.  Only the consistent Dukaczewski emerged from the pack to take the lead going into the final round.  His loss to Meshkov allowed three pursuers to equal him on 7 points, but the tie-break gave Dukaczewski (Poland) first place, Smirnov (Russia) came second, Grigorchuc (Ukraine) third and Meshkov (Russia) the world champion finished fourth.

Here are two games that show how easily you can lose at chess, my moment of glory when I played one of my chess heroes and a decisive victory for the Polish winner of the tournament.

Armstrong-Krylov

1 d4 Nf6  2 Nf3 g6   3 Bf4 Bg7 4 Nc3 c5  5 d5 a6 6 Qd2 b5 7 Bh6 Bxh6  8 Qxh6 d6  9 Ng5 Qa5  10 0-0-0 b4 11 Nb1 Qxa2  12 f3 Nbd7  13 Qg7 Rf8 14 e4 Nb6  15 Kd2 Qxb2 16 Ke1 Qxc2 17 Nxh7  Nxh7 18 Qxh7 Bd7 19 Qh4 Ba4  20 Be2  Qb2  21 Kf2  Bxd1  22 Rxd1 a5  23 Kf1 a4 0-1

Dukaczewski (Poland) - Wassin (Ukraine)

1 e4  c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 Bb5+ Nd7 4 d4  cxd4  5 Qxd4 Ngf6  6 Nc3  a6 7 Bxd7+ Bxd7 8 Bg5 e6  9 0-0-0 Bc6  10 e5 Bxf3  11 gxf3 Qa5 12 Bxf6 gxf6   13 exd6 Bg7   14 d7+  Kd8 15 Rhg1 Rg8 16 Rxg7 1-0

Other news from Rhodes: The next Olympiad will be in Chennai, India (formerly Madras) in 2012 August 10th to 20th. Good news for curry and hot weather lovers.  Greece hopes to host the World Individual in 2014, possibly in Corfu.  If their weather, location and hospitality match the Sun Beach hotel in Ialysos, Rhodes, this is good news for all future competitors.

Best regards to all, and especially to those who wished me success and whom I feel I may have disappointed by a lacklustre performance. 
Bill Armstrong.

Bruce H. Birchall - 1946-2011

Editor's note: This brief item is put together from material sent in by Stan Lovell and from some snippets of information I gleaned from the English Chess Association's website.

We recently heard of the death of Bruce Birchall in March 2011 after a year in hospital.  As far as I am aware, Bruce's appearances in BCA events were limited to an appearance for our 4NCL team and participation in the last rapid play event we ran in the Midland Hotel, Derby, now renamed the Hallmark Hotel.  A sharp win by Bruce from that event was reproduced in the gazette.

Bruce was a tireless campaigner.  In the field of chess he was an energetic organiser and supporter of junior chess and also very interested in female chess.  It was Bruce's ideas that led to the introduction of Article 5.2b into the laws of chess: a game is drawn when a position has arisen in which neither player can checkmate the opponent's king with any series of legal moves.  He also directed a chess-related play at the 1993 British Championships.

Perhaps, however, he was better known for his writings and campaigning on civil rights issues, where his bulldog tenacity, backed up by a formidable capacity for research, often made him unpopular with the establishment.  Bruce was the producer of many theatrical productions, all with a very strong political and social theme. 


