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Editor: Guy Whitehouse, 41 Victory Road, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 1LH. 

I have now started work and am living at Eastleigh, so perhaps it’s best to ring me on my Eastleigh number,

02381 787835.  E-mail: g.whitehouse@braillechess.org.uk.

BCA website address: www.braillechess.org.uk. 

E-mail: customer.services@braillechess.org.uk. 
BCA Committee 2010-11
Chairman: Alec Crombie MBE, ‘Elton House’, 47 High Street East, Uppingham, LE15 9PY. Tel: 01572 822280. Email: a.crombie@braillechess.org.uk.

Secretary: Norman Wragg OBE, 2 Chorley Avenue, Fulwood, Sheffield, S10 3RP. Tel: 0114 230 5995. 

Email: n.wragg@braillechess.org.uk. 

Treasurer: Gill Smith, 58 Foxfield Avenue, Bradley Stoke, Bristol, BS32 OBW. Tel: 01454 885045. 

Email: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk. 

Website Coordinator: Chris Ross, 24 Sandwich Close, Huntingdon, PE29 1NB. Tel: 01480 431962.  

Email: c.ross@braillechess.org.uk. 

Publicity Officer: Stan Lovell, 2 Plaxton Court, Scarborough YO12 6QT.  Tel: 01723 373447
E-mail: stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk.
Tournament Director: Gary Wickett, 10 Holmesfield Road, Great Barr, Birmingham, B42 2DJ. 

Tel: 0121 358 1892.  Email: wickettchess@btinternet.com. 

Audio Librarian: Mark Kirkham, 35 Hallamshire Close, Sheffield, S10 4FJ. Tel: 07906 387187. Those concerned about the expense of calling a mobile can leave Mark a message and Mark will ring you back.
Email: m.kirkham@braillechess.org.uk. 

Membership Secretary: David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN. 

Tel: 01926 425803. 

Junior BCA representative: This post is unfilled. 

Non-Committee Posts
IBCA Secretary: Steve Hilton, Flat 0/1, 4 Quarrier Street, Greenock, PA15 2HE. Tel: 01475 731944, 

Email: steviehilton1962@yahoo.co.uk. 

Periodicals Distributor: Richard Harrington, 51 Iveagh Court, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 5DN. Tel: 01442 236707. 

Friendly games coordinator: Gary Wickett, contact details as above.  Gary has also asked for the contact details of the group leader for Division 2 of the correspondence league and Group B of the correspondence championship, Mark Hague, to be inserted here.  They are: Tel 0207 834 1742, email mark.hague@talktalk.net.
Note: The views expressed by members in the gazette do not necessarily reflect the policies or views of the BCA, nor those of the editor.
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Editorial

I trust this finds everyone well and that you all had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year.  In particular I hope you were all spared the worst of the chaos to hit the transport system and any problems associated with burst water pipes caused by the cold weather (your editor was hit by both)!

Anyway back to this issue and there’s a lot of chess again.  I’m particularly pleased at the range of abilities represented by the contributions which contain games; we have a game from Tyson, from Alec Crombie and from Voldi Gailans, so something for everyone!  Less happily there’s yet another obituary.

Well enough of me (except to say contributions for the next issue by 2nd April please); let’s get to the important stuff! 
Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming BCA Events

Note: Please study the booking conditions and procedures which follow these announcements; they have been updated to take account of the latest developments.

4th – 6th March 2011. AGM and Congress. The Midland Hotel, Derby. 

By the time you read this the closing date for entries will have passed, but entries may be accepted at the tournament organisers’ discretion and subject to the payment of a late entry fee.  The AGM will take place at 2pm. The tournament organisers are Mark Hague and Lea Ryan; contact Mark by e-mail: mark.hague@talktalk.net.

13th – 20th August 2011. British Championship for the Blind and Partially Sighted. 
Red Lea Hotel, Prince of Wales Terrace, Scarborough, Tel: 01723 362431, www.redleahotel.co.uk.

This event is limited to UK visually impaired residents.  Entry fee: £10 if paid before 1st June 2011.  The cost for seven nights to members and associate members will be £265.  The cost to non-members and to those booking for five or less nights will be £45 per night.  These rates include dinner, bed & breakfast.  Visually impaired UK residents under 25 who play in the tournament receive free entry and free accommodation.  Entries and bookings accepted at the discretion of the organiser after 1st June 2011 are subject to a late booking charge of £10 per person.

Please read the booking conditions that follow and ensure that all payments and all booking requirements are sent to Gill Smith. Please do not seek to make such arrangements with the hotel directly.

The British Championship will be played over 7 rounds with the first round commencing at 6pm Saturday 13th August.  All other rounds will commence at 10:15 each morning Sunday to Friday.  Subject to sufficient entries there will also be a minor tournament with the grading limit fixed according to the entry.

The rate of play will be 40 moves in two hours for each player followed by an additional 30 minutes for each player for the completion of the game.  The arbiters will be Gerry Walsh and Peter Gibbs.

The winner of the British Championship will automatically qualify to represent the UK in the IBCA World Individual or European Individual Championship.  The leading 2 players will form part of the selection panel for future Olympiad or World Cup teams.

The Red Lea Hotel is situated within very easy walking distance of Scarborough's south shore, close to the newly refurbished Spa complex where the famous Spa orchestra give concerts most mornings and some evenings.  A short stroll along the esplanade you will find the renowned Italian Gardens with masses of flowers, plenty of seats and an excellent cafe among the paths which wind down to the foreshore.

For those who like to fit in some social events after their battles over the chessboard, we will do our best to offer plenty of information about things to do and places to visit.  We will also arrange a few events.  You can find out about the interesting places in the area by telephoning: 01723 383636 or visit: www.discoveryorkshirecoast.com.

To ensure members will have a decent meal after their long journey and before the tournament gets underway, we have arranged for the Red Lea to put on a late lunch/early dinner at 4pm. For more information contact the organisers Stan & Jan Lovell on 01723 373447 or e-mail stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk.

Booking Conditions and Procedures. 

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received by the treasurer or when the money has been received by the BCA bank.

Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the various hotels.  Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When sending your cheque to the treasurer, please include details of your booking requirements including:

1.  Single room, double room or twin room

2.  If you prefer a bath or a shower

3.  If you prefer a room in which you may smoke.  Please note many hotels now adopt a no smoking policy.

4.  If you will be bringing your guide dog.

5.  If you are on a special diet.

6.  If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift.

7.  If you are a wheelchair user.

8.  Any other special requirements.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may, of course, contact the organiser on any point.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment into the BCA’s account on-line or by direct bank transfer should make sure their payment is cleared by the closing date.  When this has happened inform the treasurer your payment has been made and include your booking requirements as above.

Gill may be contacted on 01454 885045, email: gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.
Castle Chess and Spectrum Chess

For those who have never tried a mainstream congress before, you will find both Castle Chess and Spectrum Chess to be a perfect introduction.  These events are held in very pleasant hotels and often located in idyllic surroundings, perfect to bring a non-playing chess friend or spouse, or simply just to come alone and have a wonderful weekend of chess.  Apart from the Portsmouth Congress, which is traditionally played over six rounds, all the events listed below are five-round Swiss tournaments, with three games being played on Saturday and two on Sunday with the offer of a half-point bye if required.  The rate of play for all tournaments listed is 36 moves in 90 minutes plus 15 minutes to complete the game.  Under the grass roots scheme you may even be able to claim £150 to attend such an event, and if you are a novice to mainstream congresses and you qualify under the scheme, this special offer will be extended to a friend or spouse.  For more details about the grass roots scheme please do not hesitate to drop me an email or give me a ring (see front page for contact details). 

I have not included prices; however, as a fairly regular attendee of such events, I can highly recommend these tournaments.

Spectrum Chess 

Spectrum Chess is mainly run by Norman Went and his wife Yelena, whom you will find both friendly and helpful.  Spectrum Chess have three sections: Premier grade 200 and below, Major 160 and below, Minor 120 and below.  

29th -30th January 2011 – Dudley Congress held at the Quality Inn Hotel, Birmingham Road, Dudley, DY1 4RN. Unfortunately, this clashes with Peter and Celia Gibbs’ Windermere Chess Theme Break but I can vouch that you will find the Quality Inn Hotel lives up to its name. 

12th -13th February 2011 – Clacton Congress held at the Laxfield Hotel, 3 Beach Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, CO15 1UG.  My apologies for any confusion; in the last edition I advertised this event as the Clapton Congress.  I can only blame my bad hearing or the poor phone line when obtaining this information.

19th -20th March 2011 – Gillingham Congress held at the King Charles Hotel, Brompton Road, Gillingham, 
ME7 5QT.  Owing to refurbishment work, this event has replaced the Purfleet Congress which was advertised in the November Gazette.
For more information or to obtain a booking form please contact Norman Went on telephone 01708 551617 or visit www.spectrumchess.com.

Castle Chess

Castle Chess is mainly run by Tony Corfe and his wife Barbara, whom again you will find to be both friendly and helpful.  Castle Chess have three sections: Major grade 175 and below, Minor grade 135 and below, Challengers grade 110 and below.

18th -20th February 2011 – Portsmouth Congress held at the Great Western Royal Beach Hotel, St Helen’s Parade, Southsea, Portsmouth, PO4 0RN.  This is a six-round tournament with the first round beginning on Friday evening, three rounds on Saturday and two on Sunday.
18th -20th March 2011 – Jersey Congress held at the Ambassadeur Hotel, St Clements Coast Road, St Clements, Jersey.  I’ve never been to this one but I’m told it’s a great favourite and what a beautiful place to play chess and even throw in a couple of extra days to explore the island!            

26th -27th March 2011 – Hereford Congress held at the Green Dragon Hotel, Broad Street, Hereford, HR4 9BG.

11th -12th June 2011 – Bideford Congress held at the Tantons Hotel on Bideford Quay, New Road, Bideford, North Devon, EX39 2HR. 
For more information or to obtain a booking form please contact Tony Corfe on telephone 01707 659080 or visit www.castlechess.co.uk.
If anybody would like to register their bookings for any non BCA tournaments, or if you simply wish to inquire about BCA attendance of any such events, please do not hesitate to contact me as congress coordinator for the BCA. 
Gary Wickett.
All Under One Roof

In this feature I give details of chess events which occur mainly in hotels, thus avoiding the need to find the way to church halls, schools etc. Generally it is advisable to book for these events early as the amount of accommodation set aside for chess players may be limited.  I have given an indication of the prices, but it is wise to check these when you make enquiries.  If you can spare some time after you have attended one of these events, send a brief report of the event and the venue and its suitability for other visually impaired players to me or to Bill Armstrong.  If you have visited other 'all under one roof' events or know of other such events, please let me know and I will include details in future features.  You will find more information about events held in hotels in the article on Castle and Spectrum Chess by Gary Wickett.

9th – 11th March 2011. Blackpool Chess Congress. Marcello Imperial Hotel, Blackpool. Tel: 01253 623971. Prices for  bed and breakfast: sharing £45 per person per night, single £75.50. Dinner, if booked in advance, £17 otherwise £22.50. Accommodation should be booked direct with the hotel. For further information and to enter e-mail blackpoolchess@gmail.com. Geoff Jones, Dave Clayton and the rest of the team always make visually impaired players welcome.

20th – 24th March 2011. Lakes District Chess Holiday. Rothay Manor Country House Hotel, Ambleside. 
Tel: 015394 33605, e-mail hotel@rothaymanor.co.uk.

This is a chess holiday for those who enjoy a little comfort and luxury with their chess. Included in the package is a three-course dinner, bed & breakfast, morning and afternoon tea/coffee, a seven-round Swiss chess tournament plus coaching and tuition. Prices are: Single £550; sharing: a classic room £475, or a luxury room £520. All bookings and enquiries to the hotel.

22nd – 25th April 2011. West of England Chess Union [WECU] Easter Congress. Royal Beacon Hotel, Exmouth. Tel: 01395 264 886, e-mail andrew@footner.wanadoo.co.uk.

Prices quoted: bed and  breakfast sharing standard room £47.50 per person per night, seaview: £54, single £58.50. Add £20 for dinner. Accommodation should be booked with the hotel. For other information and to book your entry email: 

I can recommend this event to those who enjoy a friendly and relaxed event, but I must warn the chess room is upstairs which makes this event unsuitable for wheelchair users. 

Stan Lovell.


Postal Tournament Director’s Report

In my crazy quest to discover what drives people to this most peculiar and longwinded pastime, I have flippantly tiptoed into the kingdom of the animals and spied upon their behaviour, to prove the link that chess has to nature and to discover what nature can teach us about postal chess.  Way back in May, I promised to present you with the bird, the cat and the crocodile.  So to conclude this little theme, there are no prizes for guessing that I have chosen the cat as the perfect metaphor for the opening.  A creature who, by nature, rarely ventures far from familiar territory – but beware, beneath the benign purring pitter-patter of petty paws lies the cruel heart of a prowling predator, ready to pounce upon the opportune erring bird whose low flight falls upon her nimble path.  Though I speak of quiet paws that habitually tread familiar paths, I have not yet mentioned the tom, whose curious nature laughs at the old proverb and exhorts him to stray into shady and untamed alleyways and into daring and untried projects.  
So whether your opening is one of well-trodden turf, or whether it is more feral than familiar, have a great game.

Those of you who read my November report will be aware that Hans Cohn is now the current BCA Postal Champion. I echo once again my hearty congratulations.  When I wrote my report for the November Gazette there were still some unfinished games.  However, as the 40th BCA Postal Championship has now finally come to its conclusion, I have listed below the complete record of results.  

40th BCA Postal Championship 

Premier – Group Leader David Hodgkins 

Final scores: Hans Cohn 5.5-7, Les Whittle 5.5-7, Ernie McElroy 4.5-7, David Hodgkins 4.5-7, 
George Phillips 4-7, Sean O’Brien 2-7, Mike Hague 2-7, Lionel Bryant 0-7.

In the last issue, I mentioned that zeros can be deceiving in that they do not always truly reflect the standard of play.  I had the huge privilege and pleasure of seeing the game that Lionel played with Mike Hague, and stated that I hoped to publish it in this report.  However, unfortunately, Lionel, for whatever reason, has since expressed that he doesn’t want the game published, which is a shame because it was a really unusual and exciting game.   

Group A – Group Leader Gary Wickett 

Atherton-Patching 0-1 

Final scores: Frank Atherton 3-4, Gary Wickett 2.5-4, Geoff Patching 2.5-4, Jason Pearce 1.5-4, 
Derek Spink 0.5-4.

Frank, having substantial material advantage, would have in all likelihood finished on a perfect score if his game with Geoff had been sent for adjudication, but as the result was purely academic, Frank graciously chose to resign.  

Group B – Group Leader Mark Hague 

McGuigan-Rees 0.5-0.5 Reti 36 

Gallacher-McGuigan 0.5-0.5 Queen’s pawn unorthodox 28.

Final scores: Alec Crombie 4.5-5, Steve Brown 3.5-5, Mike McGuigan 3-5, Mark Hague 1.5-5, 
Eric Gallacher 1.5-5, David Rees 1-5.

BCA Postal League 

Division 1 – Group Leader David Hodgkins

Bryant-Mark Hague 0.5-0.5 Sicilian Dragon 17 

Mike Hague-Bryant 0.5-0.5 Giuoco Piano 27 

Mike Hague-Crombie 0-1 Caro-Kann 38

Crombie-McElroy 1-0 Scotch Game 25

Scores: Alec Crombie 3-4, Mark Hague 2-3, David Hodgkins 1.5-2, Ernie McElroy 1-2, Lionel Bryant 0.5-2, Mike Hague 0.5-4.

A change in the leader but still far too early to make any predictions.  I am glad to announce a slight correction to a statement I made in the last edition.  I was under the impression that Frank was planning to retire from postal chess after the completion of his league games.  I have since spoken to Frank, who informs me that he is not retiring from postal chess altogether but simply taking a break from the championship. 

Division 2 – Group Leader Sean O’Brien

Phillips-Brown 1-0 Danish 28. 

Scores: George Phillips 4-4, Steve Brown 3-4, Eric Gallacher 1.5-4, Geoff Patching 1-4, Sean O’Brien 0.5-1, Mike McGuigan 0-3.

Congratulations go to George, as the clash of the two titans has now not only placed him in the lead, but his thus far perfect score has secured him a place in Division 1 next season.  George still has one game remaining with Sean, who still having many games unfinished, is the only other rival apart from Steve who poses a threat.  However, as Steve also only has one game remaining, and that being with Sean, they clearly cannot both supersede George.

Division 3 – Group Leader Gary Wickett 

Richardson-Couchman 0-1 Bishop’s Opening 22

Couchman-Cuthbert 1-0 Unorthodox 38. 

Scores: Jason Pearce 2-2, Gary Wickett 2-3, Derek Couchman 2-3, Jim Cuthbert 2-4, Allen Richardson 0-4.

Jason still has two games remaining and is clearly the favourite to finish top of the division.  However, chess is a fickle game and anything could happen.  The only thing we can be sure of, as two people are promoted from each division, is that there will definitely be some interesting ties to separate.

Ladder Table 

Wicket-Cuthbert 1-0 Unorthodox 22 

Patching-McElroy 0.5-0.5 Queen’s Pawn 22

Patching-Lightowler 1-0 Queen’s Gambit Declined 

Patching-Hodgkins 0-1 Queen’s Pawn 34

Couchman-Hodgkins 0-1 King’s Pawn 27.

Leading scores: David Hodgkins 21, Gary Wickett 17, Orlando Sobers 14, Ernie McElroy 12, Frank Atherton 10, Geoff Patching 9.

Congratulations go to David who wins the Friendly Ladder Shield this year.  Geoff, last year’s winner, is also doing extremely well, already on 9 points.  Keep chessing.  
Gary Wickett. 
Membership Secretary’s Report

I cannot emphasize enough how important it is that the guidelines below are followed.  If a member moves and their details are not passed to me, it makes it extremely difficult to keep our membership and gazette records up to date.

If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: David Hodgkins, 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of medium.

As at 1st January 2011 the following have allowed their membership to lapse: Lewis Jones, Richard Kidals, Roderick McDonald, Neil McQuillan, David Ross, Andy and Margaret Smith and Trish Talbot (a total of 8 former members).

David Hodgkins.

Treasurer’s Report

On behalf of the BCA I would like to thank publicly the Hodgkins family who generously raised money for the BCA in memory of David’s father, Clive.  A total of £1,028.10 has been donated in his honour.  Other BCA members continue to boost funds with donations and raffles and other activities.  In spite of the present economic climate, our fund raiser Julia Scott is still drawing in donations.

All of this means that the BCA is currently in a good financial position with a healthy balance in the bank accounts.  However, funds are down on the previous year so we must not be complacent.

The committee have decided to open a fixed term deposit account for a short time with Birmingham Midshires, arranged through CAF Bank where most of the funds had been held.  This gives us a relatively good rate of interest.  Putting some funds in this new account means we are spreading the risk because by using different banks all monies held by BCA would be covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme should a bank fail.

A reserves policy has been drawn up to specify the balances we aim to maintain for the BCA to commit to projects.  Our investment policy is to be very cautious where we invest and only use term deposits because they give guaranteed interest rates and have no risk for the capital.

Banking details for those who wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. Name: Braille Chess Association; sort code: 40 52 40; account number: 00082456.  If you use this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. AGM Derby 11.  Any cheques sent to me should be made out to the Braille Chess Association.

I am looking forward to the AGM in a few weeks’ time. 
Gill Smith, BCA treasurer.

Millennium Club Winners

The latest Millennium Club winners are: 
	November:
	Derek Spink

	December:
	Steve Thacker 

	January:
	Julia Scott


The Millennium Club raises funds by offering numbers at £12 each per year to go into a monthly draw.  Each number has 12 chances a year of winning £35.  If you are interested in being included, then please either send a cheque made out to the Braille Chess Association for £12 per number to Gill Smith, or make a transfer or set up a standing order to the following account:  Account name Braille Chess Association; Sort code 30 96 20; Account number 0029 6072. 
Denise Ross.

Money Raised for BCA from Morpeth Lions Raffle

Les and Moira Whittle would like to thank all BCA members who bought tickets for the Morpeth Lions raffle.  The BCA received £150 from the sale of tickets.  There were three winners of the raffle of whom one, Voldi Gailans, was a BCA member; he won a bottle of wine.

BCA Audio Services

We would like to remind members of three regular publications which are distributed on tape by Richard Harrington. These are:

1. Press cuttings: A selection of readings from the press, distributed monthly;

2. 'Chess Magazine': Readings from the magazine published monthly by Chess and Bridge Ltd;

3. 'Popular Chess': This periodical is published quarterly and is particularly aimed at players of lower playing strength to average club players.

During recent months two of our readers retired resulting in some interruption to the regularity of the service, but we have now recruited some new readers and the flow is gradually getting up to speed.  If you would like to receive any of these periodicals, contact Richard Harrington at: 51 Iveagh Court, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 5DN, tel: 01442 236707, e-mail: r.harrington@zen.co.uk.

Braille Chess Association of Ireland Open Tournament 2010

The 2010 Braille Chess Association of Ireland open tournament took place from October 1st - 4th.  For this tournament, marking the silver jubilee of our association’s existence, we returned to the Marine Hotel in Sutton, Dublin, scene of a very successful event in 2008.  When booking the Marine more than a year ago we hoped for a modest increase in the number of players, guides and visitors from 2 years ago.  Then 19 players took part and we were hopeful that this might increase to 24 or 26.  During the early months of the year bookings were slow, but this gave us no cause for concern.  We believed these would pick up in May and June.  When this eventually happened we were absolutely astonished at the level of interest.  Within a few days of each other we learned that sizeable groups would be coming from France and Sweden.  Suddenly, no more accommodation was available at the Marine Hotel.  We even had to make arrangements with the nearby Deer Park to take some people for the Saturday night.

When we all met up on the afternoon of Friday, 1st October, we knew that there would be 33 players and some 20 other people.  The tournament would be organised in 2 sections, with 20 in the open section and 13 in the minor.  Following dinner those of us involved in the chess immediately made our way to our respective tournament rooms to get the first round underway.  As has become the practice in our tournaments the usual Swiss pairing system is slightly modified in the first round so that players from the same country do not meet.  In the open section 8 of the 10 games produced the expected result with a win for the player with the higher grade.  In the other games Joe McAloon drew with Colin Chambers and Sean Loftus beat Markus Berggren (Sweden).  In the minor section there were also 2 games which did not go according to expectations.  Wilfried Van Der Velden (Belgium) lost to Bengt Eriksson (Sweden) and John Carroll drew with Koenraad Lecluyse (Belgium).

Round 2 in both sections got started at 10am next morning.  In the open 3 players emerged on full points when this round was completed.  These were Patrik Berggren (Sweden), brother of Markus, Philip Doyle and Ernie McElroy. Philip and Patrik drew their game in round 3, which allowed Ernie to move into outright leadership with a win against Les Whittle.  In the minor section there were still 3 players on full points after round 2, but following the afternoon games the young Swede, Fredrik Ljungdahl, was the only player to have won all 3 games.

For those not playing chess Barry O’Brien’s coach tour set off from the hotel just as the morning round was getting started.  With some 20 people on board, the biggest number he has ever had during one of our tournaments, Barry certainly pulled out all the stops to make sure that our visitors had a full day’s activity.  In the morning they went to Phoenix Park and were shown around 2 of our most well-known state buildings.  After lunch they visited the Guinness Storehouse.  By all accounts everyone enjoyed themselves enormously.

In the evening we all came together again for our celebration dinner.  This was the occasion to mark 25 years of the Braille Chess Association of Ireland.  In all there were 68 people present.  We were very pleased to welcome as our special guests Des Kenny, Chief Executive of NCBI with his wife, Terry, and Michael Lavin, Secretary of the National League of the Blind, with his wife, Teresa.  We were also delighted to welcome Michael and Una Keane with their daughter and son-in-law, Carmel and Noel Kennedy. Mick, now aged 81, played a key role in  the setting up of the O’Hanlon Chess Club in 1960 which led to blind players competing against sighted players.  He also represented Ireland at international tournaments for blind players between 1964 and 1985.

Following an excellent meal there was a short address from our Chairman, Eamonn Casey and some words of congratulations and good wishes from Des Kenny and Michael Lavin.  Notwithstanding the promptings of Barry O’Brien, now fulfilling the role of MC, brevity was very much the byword during this part of the evening.

With the formalities out of the way, it was time to get the party going.  Guitarist and singer, Martin Kenny, was our musician.  There were also some singers in the audience who stepped up to the microphone to perform their party pieces.  The entertainment ended shortly before midnight.

Next morning saw games in the fourth round of the tournament being played.  In the open there were wins for Patrik Berggren over Ernie McElroy and for Michael Delaney against Philip Doyle.  This placed Patrik and Michael in joint leadership on 3.5 points.  Markus Berggren joined Ernie on 3 points with victory over David Hodgkins.  In the afternoon round Patrik drew with Michael and Ernie lost to Markus.  Philip Doyle bounced back with a win over Colin Chambers.  This moved him up into fourth place, just half a point behind.  The feature of the Sunday games in the minor tournament was 2 more wins by Fredrik Ljungdahl.  This placed him in an unassailable lead on 5 points, 1.5 ahead of his nearest rival, Phillip De Coninck (Belgium), with a round to go.

Following dinner on Sunday evening many people opted for an early night. A 9.30 start next morning would be followed for many by the journey home in the afternoon.  A small number found time to get together in the bar for an hour or so.

When the final round was played on Monday morning Ljungdahl completed a perfect weekend in the Minor Tournament with his sixth win.  Gary Wickett and Martin Kane came joint third and Shane Hall took the grading prize.  The battle for the leading places in the open was fought out on the top 3 boards.  The Berggren brothers drew with each other, as did Michael Delaney and Ernie McElroy.  This allowed Philip Doyle to move into the prize money with victory over Joe McAloon.  The grading prizes resulted in more success for our Swedish visitors.  A draw with Colin Chambers was sufficient for Hakan Thomsson, but Olle Engstrom needed to win, and this he did in the very last game to finish.

Our grateful thanks go to our tournament controller, Tim Conlan, and his assistants, Mick Germain and John Crowley.  Tim has been our arbiter since the late 1980s and has always performed this task with great skill and efficiency.  We also wish to acknowledge the great help given throughout the weekend by Barry and Mary O’Brien and also Noreen Cleary.  A special word of thanks is due to the staff of the Marine Hotel who spared no effort to make our stay so very pleasant.

Amid much clicking of cameras the prizes were presented by our Chairman, Eamonn Casey.  Then it was time to say our goodbyes and for our visitors to make ready for their homeward journey.  All expressed great satisfaction with the weekend and a firm hope to be back here in 2012.

Final Scores. 
Open Tournament: 
Patrik Berggren, 4.5
Philip Doyle 4.5
Markus Berggren 4.5
Michael Delaney 4.5
Ernie McElroy 3.5
David Hodgkins 3.5
Hakan Thomsson 3.5 (grading prize)
Olle Engstrom 3.5 (grading prize)
Sean Loftus 3
Colin Chambers 3
Joe McAloon 3
Eamonn Casey 3
Richard Spele (Sweden) 3
Les Whittle 2.5
Gerard den Otter (Netherlands) 2.5
Laurent Peignein (France) 2.5
Bernard Duthoit (France) 1.5
Nenand Antonic (France) 1.5
John Dearie (Scotland) 1.5
Jean-Claud Martin (France) 1
Minor Tournament: 
Fredrik Ljungdahl 6
Phillip de Coninck 4.5
Gary Wickett 4
Martin Kane 4
John Carroll 3.5
Regis Gerbaux (France) 3
Shane Hall 3
Koenraad Lecluyse 3
Bengt Eriksson 3
Hernon Sobredo (Sweden) 3
Stan Lightowler (Northern Ireland) 2
Wilfried Van Der Velden 1.5
Ann Casey 1.5
Sean Loftus.

BCA International Autumn Tournament 2010
The BCA International Autumn Tournament 2010 was held at the Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate from 12th to 14th November.  To my knowledge this was our first visit to Harrogate, certainly in recent times, and the deal obtained by our hard-working committee was most certainly extremely generous.  The Old Swan was comfortable, spacious, generally cooler than many venues we have attended in the past and provided excellent facilities.  The food was good, the staff friendly and service was generally prompt.  The playing area was very spacious and there was plenty of room at the tables.

It was a pity that we had no visitors from overseas to make this an international tournament, but no doubt the location and the current climate, perhaps financial as well as meteorological, were contributing factors to this.

A notice close to the hotel Reception informed visitors that Agatha Christie had stayed at the Old Swan in the 1920’s when she had fled to Harrogate to escape publicity at a difficult time in her life.  Not surprisingly, among the many events taking place at the hotel murder mystery events are an attraction.

Our tournament was most efficiently organised by Steve Burnell, and Peter Gibbs and Julie Leonard were, as usual, extremely thorough, courteous and friendly in controlling the event and helping competitors in the playing room.  Our sighted helpers did us proud, as always, with the invaluable help they gave to us all - guiding, showing us to our rooms, fetching meals and drinks, accompanying us on walks around Harrogate and in any other way possible.  I would mention Christine and Norman Andrews, Sheila Milsom, Juliet Reeve and Hazel Burnell as particular examples and I continue to be impressed, time after time, at the level of kindness and commitment to our organisation by the non-chess players who come to our events regularly to help us and provide us with their wonderful company.

Sheila's raffle raised £124 and the bring-and-buy organised by a number of our helpers raised £111.76. A few unsold items were donated to the St. Michael's Hospice charity shop.

The tournament results were as follows:-

Open:  Chris Ross 5, Les Whittle 3.5, Steve Burnell, Norman Wragg (grading prize A) and Duncan Chambers (grading prize B) 3, Phil Gordon  (grading prize C), Tristram Cole, Bill Armstrong, Steve Thacker and Richard Murphy 2.5, Norman Andrews, John Gallagher, Stan Lovell and David Hodgkins 2, Steve Brown and George Phillips 1. 

Minor: Voldi Gailans 5, Mark Hague 4, David Gibbs and Thomas Kenealy 3 (shared grading prize A), Michael Lowery, (grading prize B), Gary Wickett and Geoff Patching 2.5, John Osborne 1.5, Lea Ryan 1, Richard Harrington 0.5. 
Voldi Gailans.

A Celebration for the Correspondence Game
Alec Crombie writes: 
For quite a few years now our association has entered a team in what is now known as the British Correspondence Chess League.  The annual competition runs from January 1st to September 30th with each team member playing two games with white and black against a single opponent.  2010 has proved a vintage year for BCA, as we have won promotion to the Premier Division, concluding the campaign 2.5 points ahead of our nearest rivals!

I am sure you will join me in congratulating our team and thanking them for their efforts.  Individual results in board order were as follows: Peter Gibbs 2-2, Tristram Cole 2-2, Bill Armstrong 1-2, Les Whittle 1.5-2, Michael McGuigan 2-2, Alec Crombie 1-2, David Hodgkins 2-2, Norman Andrews 1-2. Best of luck in the top flight Guys!

While writing, here's a very recent game from our own Correspondence League, produced with the consent of both players.

I'm not attempting to analyse this game; suffice it to say, always think twice about the effect on the dark / light squares before exchanging off a Bishop.

Crombie-McElroy

Newton Cup 2010 - 2011

Danish Gambit Declined

1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 d4 exd4 4 c3 d5 5 exd5 Qxd5 6 Be2 Nf6 7 0-0 Bd6 8 cxd4 Bg4 9 h3 Be6 10 Nc3 Qa5 11 Bd2 Bb4 12 a3 Bxc3 13 Bxc3 Qd5 14 Re1 0-0 15 Qd2 Ne4 16 Qf4 g5 17 Qxc7 Rab8 18 Bc4 Qxc4 19 Rxe4 Qd5 20 Rae1 h6 21 Qg3 Kh7 22 Re5 Nxe5 23 Rxe5 Qd8 24 Nxg5+ Kh8 25 Nxe6 and Black resigned.

Out of the Headlights

The game that follows I dedicate to all members of the BCA 'Bunny Club'.  I'm not sure when one stops being a bunny, but when you see this performance you will realise that, after over 30 years of BCA membership, my credentials as a long-standing member of this band of hopefuls are still well and truly established.

As will become obvious, I'm not offering this as an example of good chess, but as some kind of encouragement for those of us who freeze when under pressure, rendering us capable of the most horrid moves.  I would also add that this is an important game for me as it is the first time I have represented my county, albeit at under 100 strength.  Although I felt up for the game on the day of the match and actually tried a bit of opening preparation, I was rather nervous as I really wanted to do well, in the hope that I might get more games for the team.

Khudoly-Gailans

Essex v. Surrey October 2010 (board 5)

London System
1 d4 Nf6 2 Bf4 e6 3 a3 d5 4 Nf3 Bd6 5 Ne5 Nbd7 6 e3 Nh5

and you can add as many question marks as you like.  Imagine my despair and anguish, knowing that an unprotected Knight on h5 is vulnerable to attack by a Queen from d1!  I recall some feeble attempt at looking at the board and dimly registering that the move was safe.  Whoever suggested that trying to think with your fingers was a good idea?

Needless to say, this was an opening I had not studied that morning.  The mistake is one I made several years ago in a BCA tournament and I hadn't taken the trouble to find out something about an opening which I have always found difficult.  Lack of application, careless, incompetent and, perhaps, intimidated - these were the thoughts that accompanied my despair.  Having played the opening very badly, I found myself in a tricky position and, in looking for a way out, instead of calmly looking at all the possibilities and checking each one thoroughly, I panicked.

7 Qxh5 0-0 8 Bd3 Nf6 9 Qh4 Be7 10 Nd2 Ne4 11 Qh3 f6 12 Ng4 e5 13 Bxe4 dxe4 14 dxe5 f5 15 Nh6+ Kh8 16 Qh5 gxh6 17 Bxh6 Rg8 18 g3 Be6 19 Rd1 Qe8

The time control for these games is 35 moves in an hour and three-quarters plus half an hour each to complete the game.  In my tricky position I had used up a lot of time and was 20 minutes behind on the clock.  I thought that exchanges would be good to help to clock up a few more moves and hopefully make the position easier to play, something I anticipated would be the case in this position.  I thought my opponent missed a trick in allowing this as, with his time advantage, I believe he could have made me work a great deal harder.

20 Qxe8 Raxe8 21 Nb3 c5 22 Na5 Bc8 23 0-0 Rd8 24 h4 Rxd1 25 Rxd1 Rd8 26 Rxd8 Bxd8 27 Nc4 Bc7 28 f4 b5 29 Nd6 Bxd6 30 exd6 Kg8 31 Bg5 Kf7 32 Kf2 Ke6 33 Be7 Bd7 34 Ke2 Kd5 35 b3 a6 36 Kd2 c4 37 Kc3 Kc5 38 b4+ Kd5 39 Kd2 h5.

At this point I offered a draw which was refused.

40 c3 Bc6 41 g4 fxg4 42 f5 Ke5 43 f6 Ke6 44 Kc2 g3 45 f7 Kxf7 46 Bg5 g2.

At this point my opponent explained to me that he had not played 44 -g3 on his board, although he had repeated it and written it down.  In my rather befuddled state, I didn't think to point out that his previous move, Kc2, would have lost him the game anyway, but he graciously resigned at this point.

My conclusions from this game are that I must learn at least something about the openings I'm likely to meet, that I need to think about the board more than I do instead of fiddling with the pieces and, when under pressure, it is worth battling on, particularly at our level, even when all appears lost.  How long has it taken me to come up with these pearls of wisdom?  That's why I'm a bunny! 
Voldi Gailans.

Target: g6!

The following game may be regarded by some readers as either a brilliant attack by white or an appalling defensive game by black.  The truth is somewhere in between.  Hopefully these notes may help you avoid a similar catastrophe to that which befell Black.

Mordue-Cohen

Caterham Open 2010

Pirc

1 e4 d6
The Pirc (pronounced Pea-erts) Defence.  This opening is played in the hypermodern fashion.  Black allows White to set up a large centre hoping to attack and destroy it and then subsequently to occupy the centre with his own Pawns.

2 d4 Nf6 3 Nc3 g6 4 f4
The Austrian attack, a variation I have played consistently for many years.

4 -Bg7 5 Nf3 c6

A slightly offbeat variation.  The two main lines are 5 -0-0 and 5 -c5 .

6 Be3 b5

Clearly threatening 7 -b4 chasing the Knight away from the defence of the e4-pawn.  Simplest now is 7 Bd3 and after 7 -b4 8 Ne2 with a transfer of the Knight to the Kingside on g3.

7 a3 a6

The immediate 7 -a5 is strongly met by 8 d5, when 8 -b4 is unplayable because of the pin down the A-file.  Hence Black shores up the b5-Pawn before White goes d5.  If this happens he can then safely go past with -c6-c5.

8 Qd2 Bb7 9 Bd3 Nbd7

At this point I felt I needed to commit myself in the centre.

10 e5 dxe5?!

Black exchanges to avoid being left with a weakness on d6, but he loses control of c5 by doing this.  The critical alternative is 10 -Ng4 11 Bg1 c5 12 Be4! when White should have a slight plus because of his better development.  Things are not simple though.

11 dxe5

I preferred this recapture because it is more difficult to undermine the advanced Pawn - a later -c6-c5 will no longer attack d4 - and because I believed that I successfully restrain said advance.
I was now expecting 11 -Ng4 when I was going to choose between either 12 Bg1 or 12 Ne4.  After 12 Bg1 CM9000 gave the interesting 12 -Bh6 (threatening to take on e5 because of the pin on the c1-h6 diagonal) 13 Qe2!? Bxf4 14 Qe4 g5 15 g3 f5 16 Qxf5 Ngxe5 17 Nxe5 Bxe5 and now the strong retreat 18 Be2! threatens 19 Bh5+.  After both 18 -Qc7 19 Bh5+ Kd8 20 0-0-0 or 18 -Bxc3+ 19 bxc3 Nf6 20 Rd1 Qc8 21 Qxg5 White has a strong initiative.
Alternatively after 11 -Ng4 12 Bg1 c5 13 h3 Nh6 14 Be4, although Black has forced through -c6-c5, he has lost control of the d5 square instead.  White has a clear plus here compared to the note at move 10 when the D-Pawns were present.  The lack of Pawn tension is to the first player's advantage, a factor Black fails to appreciate with his next move.

After the game my opponent said he was concerned about e5-e6 Pawn sacs after 11 -Ng4.  He has a point because 12 e6 fxe6 13 Ng5 looks decent for White. CM9000 chooses the liquidating 13 -Nxe3 14 Qxe3 Bxc3+ 15 bxc3 Qb6, but White has a big advantage after 16 Qxe6.  The solid 13 -Nf8 allows 14 Bc5 making 11 -Ng4 rather redundant and again highlights that exchanging on move 10 was not good.

After 10 -Ng4 11 e6 fxe6 12 Ng5 Nf8 is fine for Black because Bc5 is not a move here.  After 13 -Nf8 14 0-0-0 is also good - Fritz and CM9000.  After long thought Fritz considers that Black's best line is 13 -Nxe3 14 Qxe3 Nf8 but that White retains the advantage with 15 0-0-0.

11 -Nd5? 12 Nxd5!

Played almost immediately.  My previous experience with analogous positions showed that Black would have great difficulty creating any counterplay here.

12 -cxd5 13 Bd4!?

A crafty move that keeps the Black Bishop on b7 quiet by blockading the d4 square.  Normally this sort of outpost is occupied by a Knight but in conjunction with White's next move Black will find himself badly cramped.

Of course White may now be threatening e5-e6. Black rules that out by playing it himself, but this means if he ever plays -f7-f6 then he can't recapture -e7xf6 and will be left with a weak Pawn on e6.  Furthermore, the presence of the d4-Bishop will virtually guarantee White control of the e5 square, and probably also lead to the exchange of dark-square Bishops, a big plus with most of Black's Pawns already fixed on light squares.
There is a strong alternative plan here.  White can play on the Queenside with 13 a4! prodding the b5-Pawn.  After 13 -bxa4 14 Rxa4 the A-Pawn will come under siege down the open file.

13 -e6 14 Qe3!?

Preventing -Nb6 and taking control of c5 as well.  14 Qf2 was an alternative and would have saved a tempo on the game continuation.  I thought the Queen's presence on e3 would deter Black from -f7-f6 because of the vis-à-vis with the e6-Pawn.

14 -Rc8 15 0-0 0-0

Both sides finally castle.  White chooses Kingside in the firm belief that the forthcoming attack will succeed.  He has more space hence more flexibility about what attacking options to take.  The advance g2-g4 to support f4-f5 is definitely on the agenda and so is h2-h4-h5. Meanwhile Black lacks counterplay.  The open C-file has no entry points and he has no viable Pawn breaks.  If Black hadn't castled, then White could have played the very effective a4 break on the Queenside.

With his next move White commits all his pieces to the Kingside attack.  The previous evening I'd had a long endgame and was the last game to finish. I was in no mood for a long game this afternoon, indeed just the opposite!

16 Rae1 Re8 17 Qf2

Switching the Queen round to the Kingside and away from the baleful eye of Black's e8-Rook.  After 17 -f6 (or -f5) 18 exf6 Nxf6 19 Qh4! increases the Kingside pressure.  Black can head for the endgame with 19 -Ne4 but this involves the exchange of dark-squared Bishops and he has many weaknesses.

In this position I advocated 17 -Nf8 to shore up the e6, g6 and h7 squares.  CM9000 came up with the neat regrouping of 18 -Bc5 19 Bb4 and 20 Nd4, a fine example of the strategic flexibility that White's space advantage confers on him. The Knight on d4 gives further support to the g2-g4 and f4-f5 break.

17 -Bf8!?

Black tries to force -Nc5 but White is having none of it.

18 b4!?

This advance fixes the b5-Pawn as well as ruling out Black's minor piece excursions to c5 and his hope for exchanges.  Importantly it doesn't commit White to the Kingside attack because he still has the option of c2-c3, Re1-a1 and a2-a4 playing on the Queenside as suggested earlier.

18 -Rc6?!

A clumsy move.  Instead of looking for nebulous counterplay on the Queenside Black should retract his last move with 18 -Bg7 and try 19 -Nf8.  The text hopes to add lateral defence to the Kingside after -exf5 and makes possible -Nb6.  Unfortunately this latter option adds to Black's problems, not reduces them.

19 Qg3 Nb6?

Completely on the wrong track.  Even the computers advocate this positional and tactical error but I think it is the losing move.  Once again I suggest 19 -Bg7 and -Nf8.  To this I would have replied 20 Qh3 intending g2-g4 and f4-f5.

The point about -Bg7 is that White's d4-Bishop has the potential to cut right into the corner at h8.  If this became reality and Black's g6-Pawn went missing then his King would go under very quickly.  White has indeed targeted g6, despite it being defended by two Pawns!

20 f5 exf5

Black must not allow the f6-wedge.  His pieces would then be completely cut off from the defence of the Kingside.

21 Bxf5 Bc8

This is the first spark of activity by this piece since it last moved on move 8.  Even in the notes it has only featured as a unit biting on the granite of its own Pawn chain.  Black's position is probably beyond saving, specifically because of the Queenside jam as will become apparent, but this seemingly useful defensive move meets with a spectacular refutation.

22 e6!!

Thematic, but stunning nevertheless.  Black is covering this square four times, having just enhanced that control with his last move.  My opponent stared at the move for several minutes before finally writing it down.

The main features of 22 e6 are the clearance of the a1-h8 diagonal for the d4-Bishop, the undermining of g6 by either the deflection or elimination of the f7-Pawn, the blocking of the Rook on the sixth rank, and the transfer of the Knight to e5 where it hits both the loose Rook on c6 and the square g6.

If 22 -fxe6 then 23 Bxg6 is unanswerable.  Black can't take the Bishop because he gets mated - 23 -hxg6 24 Qxg6+ Bg7 25 Qxg7 mate- and he can't not take it because the discovered checks, particularly Bxf7++, are too strong.

Also 22 -f6 23 Bxg6 hxg6? 24 Qxg6+ Bg7 25 Qf7+ Kh8 26 e7 Qd7 27 Ng5! forces mate.

Better here is 22 -f6 23 Bxg6 Rexe6 when 24 Bf5+ wins the Exchange with a powerful position.

The key point of 22 e6 is 22 -Bxe6 23 Ne5! - picking up a valuable tempo on the undefended Rook - 23 -Rd6 or c8 (23 -Rc7 loses to 24 Bxb6, a tactical point which the computers pick up at move 20 but not at move 19 when they recommended 19 -Nb6; my opponent only spotted it now) 24 Nxg6! hxg6 (if 24 -Bxf5 25 Ne7 is double-check and mate and 24 -Bg7 is also met by 25 Ne7+ and 26 Qxg7+ when White has a field day) 25 Bxg6 wins again.

No good either is 22 -Bxe6 23 Ne5 Bxf5 24 Nxc6 Qc8 25 Rxe8 Qxe8 26 Rxf5 Qxc6 27 Qe5 (yet another point of 22 e6, clearance of this square for the White Queen and the mating battery on h8 - see the next paragraph also) 27 -f6 28 Rxf6 Bg7 29 Rxc6 Bxe5 30 Bxe5 or b6 with an extra Rook.

Finally 22 -Rcxe6 (22 -Rexe6 leads to similar lines) 23 Rxe6 Bxe6 (If 23 -fxe6 24 Qe5 exf5 25 Qh8+ Kf7 26 Qxh7+ Ke6 27 Re1+ Kd6 28 Bc5+ Kc6 29 Nd4 mate is a wonderful way to go, while 23 -Rxe6 24 Bxe6 is followed up by 25 Qe5 with a winning attack; Black's Queen is tied to the defence of the Knight and can't help on the Kingside) 24 Qe5 f6 25 Bxe6+ Kg7 26 Qe2 and White has both an extra piece and an attack.

22 -Nc4

This is a clear admission of defeat, and it doesn't even succeed in its intention of controlling e5!  There are probably lots of ways to win here.  I took the simplest and most thematic.  Note how all of White's pieces take part in the attack.

23 exf7+ Kxf7 24 Bxg6+!

Finally sacrificing on the square that I'd been targeting for several moves.  If now 24 -hxg6 25 Ne5++ and 26 Nxc6 is convincing.

24 -Rxg6 25 Ne5++ 1-0

Just in time for a miniature (25 moves or less).  The only move that doesn't walk into yet another discovered check is 25 -Kg8 but 26 Nxg6 brings us back to the dilemma of must take/can't take.  Black can joke and go 26 -Bg7 but White has the last laugh with 27 Rf8+! Bxf8 (27 -Rxf8 28 Ne7+ forces 28 -Qxe7 and after 29 Rxe7 Black will get mated on g7 anyway) 28 Ne7++ Kf7 29 Qg8 mate, all his pieces co-operating nicely in the denouement. 
Tyson Mordue.
Puzzle

Chris Ross sent in the following puzzle. White: Kh7, Qd2, Ra2, Ne2; Black: Kb1, Qa1. White to mate in two.

Solution: 1 Kg6! 1 -Qxa2 2 Qc1; 1 -Qc3 2 Nxc3; 1 -Qb2 2 Qxb2; 1 -Knight moves 2 Qc2.

Obituary

Stan Lovell writes: 
Malcolm Draine was born on 10th September 1934 and died on 23rd November 2010 having finally lost his long and painful struggle against cancer.  Those who were lucky enough to know Malcolm knew a kind, generous, cheerful and tolerant man who always looked on the sunny side of life and who always was able to see some good in everybody.

I first met Malcolm when we were juniors attending the Royal School for the Blind in Bristol.  Malcolm then moved on to the RNC where he learned shorthand and typing.  However, he soon moved away from that line of employment and found work in one of the large industrial companies in the Cheltenham area.  This is where Malcolm and I renewed our friendship.

Towards the end of the 1950's Malcolm joined his mother, his sister and his brother who had moved to Canada where he lived and worked for the next seven years.  Within a short time of returning to England he met Pat, the girl he would soon marry.  Eventually they had two children, a daughter, Michelle, and a son, Murray.

Malcolm joined BCA in the mid 1990's after attending a couple of the early chess theme breaks held at the Cliffden Hotel in Paignton.  He became a life member and attended a couple of events in the 1990's, including the British Championship at Willerby.

Malcolm had a great zest for life.  He enjoyed good food, much of which he was able to enjoy on a dozen or more cruises to many parts of the world.  His other lifelong passion was a great enthusiasm for jazz music, which was one of the many interests we shared.

The funeral took place in Cheltenham where he now rests beside his wife, Pat, who also died of cancer fifteen years ago.  Our condolences to Michelle and Murray.

