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Editorial

I hope this issue of the gazette finds you all well and that you all had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year. Those of us who participated in the Louis Braille Bicentenary Tournament in Edinburgh held from 2nd to 4th January all felt that the event had got 2009 off to a flying start, at least from a chess point of view!

Clearly our team's great success in the Olympiad features heavily in this issue.  There is a small selection of games from some of our team players for you to enjoy. 
On a less happy note, obituaries seem to have been something of a feature of the gazette during my editorship, and this issue is no exception.  We were all sad when Shirley Watkins died, and of course Sir John Wall also died at the end of November.  Shirley's obituary appears in this issue written by Stan Lovell; Sir John's will appear in the May issue. 
Finally please could I have contributions for the May issue by Thursday 9th April. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming Events

Note: Please study the booking conditions and procedures which follow these announcements; they have been updated to take account of the latest developments. 
6th-8th March 2009. Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress.  
Note: the closing date for bookings for this event was 10th January.  Late entries and late bookings are only accepted at the discretion of the tournament organiser. Any persons accepted for a late entry or a late booking must ensure that payment in full is in the BCA bank account before the booking can be confirmed. 
Organisers Stan and Jan Lovell, tel: 01642 775668, email stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk.
22nd-29th August 2009.  British Championship. Dauncey’s Hotel, Weston-super-Mare.  
This change of dates and change of venue was forced upon us by a change in the booking arrangements by Grand UK Group which owns the Monarch Hotel in Bridlington. 
Many members will recall we held our British Championship at Dauncey’s Hotel in 2005, and many members seemed to enjoy the treatment we received during that event.

The cost of accommodation, including dinner, bed and breakfast, will be £220 per person for the week, both for members and associate members.  The cost to non-members or to those who book for less than the full week will be £40 per day.  The entry fee is £10, and the closing date for entries is 31st May 2009.

The British Championship is limited to blind and partially sighted UK residents.  If numbers permit there will be a minor event.  Please note: it is expected that the grading system for 2009/10 will be significantly upgraded.  If the new grades are available for this event, they will be used.

All payments and booking requirements to Mrs Gill Smith, 58 Foxfield Avenue, Bradley Stoke, Bristol, BS32 0BW. Telephone 01454 885045, email gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.

Organisers: Stan and Jan Lovell, contact details above.

Peter Price Memorial International Autumn Tournament – 13th-15th November 2009. 
The International Autumn Tournament this year will be held in memory of Peter Price.  Juliet Reeve is making a generous donation to supplement the prize fund and is donating three trophies for retention by the players finishing first, second and third in the minor section.  The tournament will take place at The Legacy Hotel, Chesterfield.  There will be an open and a minor section, both of which will be open to visually impaired players and associate members of the BCA.  The grading limit for the Minor is still to be determined in view of changes which are due to take place in 2009 to ECF grades.

This hotel is one which the BCA has used on several occasions in the past, though not recently.  It is conveniently located, about five minutes walk from Chesterfield railway station.  The hotel has a swimming pool and is very close to Chesterfield town centre.  Guide dog owners should be aware that facilities for dogs are limited, though they have proved adequate in the past when we have used this hotel.

Note: For this Tournament only, anyone wishing to stay on the Sunday night will need to book this with the organiser by the closing date, and pay the additional cost direct to the BCA.  Accommodation prices for BCA members and associate members are as follows: Friday and Saturday night stay in double/twin room - £95 per person, Friday and Saturday night stay in single room - £100 per person, Friday, Saturday and Sunday night stay in double/twin room £128 per person, Friday, Saturday and Sunday night stay in single room £136 per person. Prices for accommodation for non-BCA members can be obtained from the organiser.

The closing date for entries will be 11th September.

Organiser: Steve Burnell, 16 Ridgewood Close, Leamington Spa, CV32 6BW.  
Email stephenburnell@ukonline.co.uk, Tel 01926 339900.
The AGM and Congress in 2010 will take place from 5th-7th March at the Midland Hotel, Derby.  

The Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament will take place at the Whitehall Hotel, Bournemouth, from Saturday 5th to Saturday 12th June 2010.  Further details in the next issue.

Booking Conditions and Procedures. 
Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 25 receive free entry and free accommodation when competing in BCA events.  In certain circumstances free accommodation is available to a parent or guardian accompanying a child.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or BCA.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post-dated cheques are not accepted.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking fee.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the tournament organiser.  Bookings are completed only when full payment has been received by the BCA finance officer or when the money has been transferred and received by the BCA’s bank.

Payments can only be refunded within the time limits set in the terms and conditions of the various hotels.

Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

All cheques for entry to and accommodation at BCA events should be sent to the BCA finance officer, 
Mrs Gill Smith, 58 Foxfield Avenue, Bradley Stoke, Bristol, BS32 0BW, Tel 01454 885045, 
Email gill.smith@blueyonder.co.uk.

When sending your cheque please include details of your requirements including: 

1. Single, twin or double room;

2. If you prefer a bath or shower;

3. If you prefer a room in which you can smoke (note that many hotels are implementing a complete non-smoking policy);

4. If you will be bringing a guide dog;

5. If you are on a special diet;

6. If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being near a lift or with a minimum number of stairs to climb;

7. If you are a wheelchair user;

8. Any other special requirements.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may of course contact the organiser on any point if you wish.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment direct into the BCA account on-line or by direct bank transfer may do so, but please make sure your payment is cleared by the closing date.  When this has happened, inform the finance officer your payment is made and include your booking requirements as listed above.  Gill may be contacted in Braille, print, on tape, by email or by telephone.

The BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

N.V.S.G. Open Championship 2009

You might get the gazette in time to enter this tournament which was advertised on the BCA user group. 

Open NSVG Championship in Nunspeet, the Netherlands.  Thursday evening February 26th 2009 (including dinner) to Sunday afternoon 1st March (including lunch). You can arrive from 3pm till  5.30pm at the latest.  Hotel Dennenhoeve, Elspeterweg 14 at Nunspeet in an area called the ‘Veluwe’, just south of Zwolle.

The tournament will be played over 6 rounds in accordance with the Swiss system.  The 6 rounds will be played on Thursday evening, Friday morning and afternoon, Saturday morning and afternoon and Sunday morning.  You can take a bye up till round 4.  The winners’ ceremony will be during the lunch on Sunday.

PRIZES: The total prize money is 500 Euros. Prizes are available for the Open NSVG champion (groups A and B); second and third places; the champion NSVG (group A and B); best female player and best junior player.  When a person wins in more than one category, only one prize will be awarded.

The costs per person for full board are 160 Euros for a double room and 180 for a single room.  Costs for guides are 147.50 for a double room and 160 for a single room.  The tournament entry fee of 20 Euros is included in these prices. 

The registration and payment must be completed before February 15th 2009.  You can do this by paying the correct amount of money into the account # 2401122 (Post bank), NSVG, 3981 KH Bunnik.  For international payments to the Netherlands, you will need the following data: BIC-nr: PSTBNL21 and IBAN-nr: NL51 PSTB 0002401122. 

You must also send a completed registration form before the above mentioned date to: Martien Boerefijn, Treasurer, NSVG,, W.v. Kouwenerf 6 3981 KH Bunnik. 

If you pay from a country outside the Netherlands, note that you also need to pay possible additional costs.  We would like to receive the correct amount, otherwise the difference will be settled during the tournament.  The payments are treated as your confirmation for registration.  For registered participants who do not show up, 80 Euros will be charged.

FURTHER INFORMATION can be requested by contacting: Jan Boer Tel: +31 (0) 592413790, or Pieter Couwenberg Tel: +31 (0) 135348378, Mobile: +31 (0) 644712004.

After registration (payment and form) you will receive a confirmation as soon as possible, accompanied with a detailed route description to the hotel.

IBCA Individual Women’s World Chess Championship

It has been announced that the 2009 Individual Women’s World Chess Championship for Blind and Partially Sighted Players will take place near Poznan, Poland, from 17th to 29th August.  Any UK female players interested in participating in the event or who would like more information should get in touch with me as soon as possible please.  
Norman Wragg.

Attending the AGM

Members attending the AGM weekend from 6th-8th March in Derby will automatically receive the AGM agenda and tape reports, whether or not they are playing in the tournament.  However, anyone planning to attend only the AGM itself on the Saturday afternoon will need to make special arrangements to obtain the agenda and reports.  Please get in touch with me if you intend to come to Derby only for the AGM. 
Norman Wragg.

New Postal Tournament Director Needed.

Mark Hague, our current Postal Tournament Director, has decided to stand down at the AGM this year in order to give him the time to organise over the board tournaments.  He and Lea Ryan will initially be organising the 2010 AGM tournament.  As members will be aware, BCA policy is to spread the tournament organising workload and we are very grateful to Mark and Lea for stepping forward in this way.  We are also indebted to Mark for three years of valuable service in his current role.

We are therefore looking for a new Postal Tournament Director.  As one would expect, the role involves running the BCA correspondence events and resolving any problems that arise.  It is a committee post.

If anyone in the BCA feels that they would like to consider taking on the role, we would be delighted to hear from you.  You can find out more about the role by speaking to Mark.  It would be helpful if anyone considering standing could let me know please. 
Norman Wragg.

Tournament Director’s Report

Congratulations go to Lionel Bryant who wins the ladder table for 2008 with 16 points. Well done.

If anyone would be interested in taking part in a BCA email tournament, and you haven’t contacted me yet, please send me a message and let me know your views on how the competition should be run.  Please email me at mark.hague@talktalk.net by the end of March.

39th BCA Championship

Group A: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Final Scores: Phillips 4-5, S. Brown 4-5, Patching 3-5, Bishop 2-5, Wickett 2-5, Davy 0-5.

George Phillips wins the group on the tie break system and will be promoted to the Premier Division.

BCA League

League Division 1, Group Leader David Hodgkins

Crombie-Hodgkins 1-0 French 47

Bryant-Crombie 0-1 Caro Kann 36

Bryant-McElroy 0.5-0.5

Scores as at December 28th 2008: Crombie 2-2, Bryant 0.5-2, McElroy 0.5-1.

League Division 2: Group Leader Mark Hague

Mark Hague-Brown 0.5-0.5 Queens Pawn 42

Patching-Gallacher 1-0 Queens Gambit Declined

Patching-McGuigan 1-0 Queens Fianchetto 23

Hague-McGuigan 0-1 Queens Pawn 33

Scores: Mike Hague 3-3, Patching 2-2, Mark Hague 1.5-3, Brown 1.5-3, McGuigan 1-3, Gallacher 0-4.

League Division 3: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Rees-Phillips 0-1 Unorthodox 28.
Phillips-O'Brien 1-0 Black Mardema 37 

Phillips - Richardson 1-0 Unorthodox 30

Richards-Cuthbert 0-1

Wickett-Rees 0-1 Irregular 34

Scores: Phillips 6-6, O'Brien 2.5-4, Wickett 2.5-6, Spink 1.5-4, Rees 1-2, Cuthbert 1.5-5, Richardson 0-3.

Ladder Table

Patching-Wickett 1-0 Slav Defence 27

Sobers-Patching 1-0 Sicilian  30

Patching-McElroy 0.5-0.5 Irregular 40

Ryan-Hodges 0.5-0.5 Irregular 21

Leading Scorers: Bryant 16, Sobers 14, Patching 13, Atherton 10, Hodgkins 9. 
Mark Hague.

Membership Secretary’s Report

I cannot emphasize enough how important it is that the guidelines below are followed. If a member moves and their details are not passed to me, it makes it extremely difficult to keep our membership and gazette records up to date.

If anyone has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or if you just have a change of address, however slight, or if you wish to change the medium in which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425803, or by writing to 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes of address or to their use of media.

As at 1st December 2008 the following members have allowed their membership to lapse: 
Bruce and Janet Curwen, Trevor Dewhirst, Sue Gibson, Catherine Kidals and George McGowan.

Deceased members. 
Mrs Shirley Watkins (large print life member), died 18th October 2008.

Sir John Wall (Braille life member), died 30th November 2008. 
David Hodgkins.

Grass Roots Support Programme

Seven members have taken advantage of this scheme at the time of writing, late December 2008.  By our reckoning there are 20 or more members who remain eligible to apply between now and the end of September 2009.  All you need to do is choose the mainstream event for which you would like to receive a subsidy, notify one of the members of the grass roots committee and then give feedback on the event once you have attended.  If you’re not quite sure whether you qualify, just contact one of the members of the grass roots committee listed below.

The good news is that the committee has approved our recommendations for the extension of the scheme during the next year from 1st October 2009 to 30th September 2010.  The following proposals will be included in our report for approval by the AGM on March 7th.

The amount of subsidy available to each qualifying member will be increased to £150.  This may be claimed as two instalments of £75 for two weekend events or as one instalment of £150 for a longer event over several days such as Paignton, or for an international event which could be one of the events run each year in Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands etc, or for an international mainstream event.  A mainstream event is identified as an event which is not specifically for blind and partially sighted players.

These subsidies are available to blind and partially sighted BCA members who are resident in the UK and who have not received a subsidy of more than £300 during the previous two years.

Committee members. 
Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL, Tel 01642 775668, Email stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk.

Bill Armstrong, 6 The Heights, Ladderedge, Leek, ST13 7LQ, Tel 01538 341466, Email wgarmstrong@aol.com.

Gary Wickett, 10 Holmesfield Road, Great Barr, Birmingham, B42 2DJ, Tel 0121 3581892, 
Email wickettchess@btinternet.com. 
Stan Lovell.

Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament: Your Choice

We were delighted with the response we received to the questions we put regarding the Stephen Eastwick-Field event.  Thirty members replied, some as individuals and some as couples or families.  This was the best response from BCA members we can remember.  As a result we have no decisions to make concerning the venue or the time of year, as you have, overwhelmingly, made those decisions.

On the Whitehall Hotel, praise for its good food and exceptionally helpful and friendly staff came from all quarters, and there was no doubt we must book for 2010.  The exceptions to the general approval came from a couple of members who found themselves in very small single rooms and from a few who felt the chess room was a little cramped for the number of players.  In 2010 we will hope to avoid those two very small rooms, and if the number of competitors exceeds sixteen, we will play the chess in the very spacious dining room.

We were taken by surprise by the number who wish us to avoid high summer and move the event back to late May or early June.  More than two thirds were in favour of this move.  The Whitehall is already fully booked for the second half of May, so we have booked the week Saturday 5th to Saturday 12th June 2010.

Most appear to like Bournemouth as a resort, but a few experienced some problems with steps and slopes in the area.  Many appreciated the proximity of the hotel to the shops, the gardens and the seafront.  A number enjoyed the secluded hotel terrace which was reached by a good set of steps by the side of the hotel.  Bournemouth proved to be easier to reach by train than most other resorts from most, though not all parts of the country.

The format of the week meets with fairly general approval.  The quiz with a difference by Phil Smith, Sheila’s quiz, the domino drive organised by Clive and the soiree all found much favour.  Nobody mentioned the rapid-play chess evening, but a few said they would prefer seven rounds to the tournament rather than six.  The majority, however, enjoy the outing which takes place during the week.

You might like to consider the following possibility, to replace the rapid-play, which takes place on the evening of the day off, with a round of the tournament.  As the outing generally finishes around 4pm, there would be plenty of time for an early meal followed by a round of chess.  To cater for those who prefer a full day off a bye could be available for anybody who wished to take it for that round.  Application for that bye would have to be made to the arbiter before the start of play on the previous day.  This system has worked very well in the holiday maker event which is part of the annual Guernsey International Chess Festival.

The outing!  This is the biggest headache for the organisers.  What to do, and where to go?  Some like boats and some don’t like boats!  Some like steam trains and some don’t like steam trains!  Some like plenty of walking, whilst some have walking difficulties.  Some like wandering around country houses and country gardens, whilst others find this totally boring!

We have come up with the following idea: book a coach to Swanage which we understand is a very pleasant and quiet resort.  From Swanage it is possible to take boat trips or trips on the west country steam railway.  Those who prefer to avoid the extra toil and extra cost can do as much or as little wandering around Swanage as they please. In this way we might come close to meeting the choice of most, though not all!

Finally, coaching.  Only a few people show any real enthusiasm for coaching.  Most prefer to enjoy their games and treat the rest as a holiday.  Nevertheless, if there are only two or three who really want some coaching sessions, we will do our best to provide them.

Thanks to everyone who responded.  This kind of support makes our job that much easier. 
Stan and Jan Lovell.

Report on the English Chess Federation’s Grading System

As BCA members may realise, the ECF is taking steps to compensate for the deflation in grades which has been taking place over a period of many years.  When the BCA received the 2008 grading list, it included the normal grades for each member plus the corresponding inflated grade.  The 2009 list (due for publication in July) will only give the inflated grades, and this will have an impact on the grading limits for BCA tournaments, i.e. minor sections and the Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  Old grades will remain official for 2008/09.

On average an inflated grade was roughly 80% of the old grade plus 45, but the amount of inflation required was greater for lower grades.

Grading has been around for about half a century.  The idea behind it is that a player graded (say) 10 points higher than his/her opponent would be expected to score 6/10 against that opponent.  Expected percentage score equals 50 plus the difference in grades, but in tournaments and leagues this has not always been happening.

Since grading was introduced the number of players in the system has increased enormously, meaning the grading system is not now producing accurate grades for players.  This is why the ECF has decided to alter the grading system.

The tournament sub-committee is in the process of looking at revising our grading limits for minor sections at weekend tournaments and the British Championship event, and also for the Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  This will obviously not occur until the November 2009 Autumn International Tournament.  Once a decision on the grading limits has been made, BCA members will be informed of it in the gazette. 
David Hodgkins.

13th IBCA Olympiad, Heraklion 2008

The International Braille Chess Association (IBCA) 13th chess Olympiad for Blind and Visually Impaired Players took place from 18th-29th October 2008 in the beautiful city of Heraklion on the Greek island of Crete.  The tournament consisted of 9 rounds, with a rest day on Friday 24th.  The final round occurred on Tuesday 28th with a wonderful closing ceremony in the evening.

32 countries participated in this Olympiad, and the United Kingdom team was seeded 8th.  The UK team consisted of: IM Colin Crouch (2359), Chris Ross (2172, captain) Graham Lilley (2115), Stephen Hilton (1907) and Bill Armstrong (1964, reserve).

Grandmaster Neil McDonald and International Master Chris Beaumont accompanied the UK team and provided magnificent and salient assistance during the tournament through in-depth, constructive, pre-match preparation and through instructive post-mortem analysis.

Naturally, Russia played former World Champions Sergey Krylov and Sergei Smirnov, as well as the current Champion Vladimir Berlinsky, and were seeded number 1.  Ukraine came a very close 2nd seed with the current women’s World Champion, Lubov Zsiltzova-Lisenko.  Other strong competitors were Poland, Germany, Spain, Serbia and Lithuania.

The UK got off to a flying start with 2 excellent wins over the Netherlands in round 1 and Finland in round 2. Having bagged 2 wins out of 2 (the tournament was run on match points, not game points), we were already in the lead, joint first with a few other countries.

Round 3 saw us pitted against Serbia, who were seeded number 3 in the tournament.  After a long and tense match, Hilton lost on board 4 and Lilley got a credible draw on board 3.  It was therefore up to the top two boards to pull something out.  Ross had an excellent attacking game (see below) and left it up to his top board to bring the bacon home for the team, which he duly did with some excellent positional play.

Round 4 placed us against the number 2 seed, Ukraine, who heavily outgraded us on all boards apart from board 1. Lilley dropped a pawn in the opening and was slowly ground out by Zsiltzova on board 3.  Hilton achieved a credible draw on board 4 and Crouch played another excellent positional game on board 1 to clinch the win.  The match therefore hinged on board 2, where the UK’s captain was in trouble, an exchange down playing a much stronger player.  But with a tactical flourish, great piece activity and with time pressure becoming a vital factor, Chris Ross pulled out the win of the tournament for the UK, and a famous victory was incredibly accomplished.

This astounding result meant the UK shared the lead of the Olympiad with Russia, both having 8 match points.  The clash was inevitable, and round 5 saw the crunch tie.  Once again, the UK were seriously outgraded, and although each individual played a stubborn and hard-fought game, Russia came home as 3-1 winners.

After this the rest day slowed the UK’s momentum, and the following 2 rounds saw us pitted against Germany and Spain, who were also favourites for a top 3 place.  Our loss against Germany was slightly unfortunate, as Crouch was unexpectedly outplayed, suffering his one and only loss of the tournament.  His opponent, Oliver Müller, eventually won the gold medal for board 1.

In round 7 we met Spain, and again two excellent wins on the first 2 boards saw us secure a deserved 2-2 draw.  Another 2-2 draw against Lithuania was the conclusion of round 8, although Crouch was pushing, being the exchange up for most of the game.  The final round saw us against the Czech Republic, and once again, another hard-fought draw was attained.

In total the United Kingdom got 11 match points, 4 wins, 3 draws and 2 losses.  This placed us in 6th place, two places better than our ranking and equalling our best ever achievements at a top international event.

The top 16 teams of the tournament qualify for the IBCA World cup, which is projected to take place in Azerbaijan in 2009.  The United Kingdom’s principal objective was to qualify for this prestigious event.  As you can tell, we are absolutely delighted to have procured such an illustrious achievement.  All members of the squad, including coaching staff and travelling support, all aided spectacularly in making this one of the most meritorious accomplishments a UK team has attained.

Standings:  1st Russia 17,  2nd Ukraine 13, 3rd Spain 13, 4th Poland 13, 5th Germany 12, 6th UK 11.

Individual scores of the UK team: IM Colin Crouch 6.5/9 (silver medal on board 1), Chris Ross 6/9 (7th place on board 2), Graham Lilley 2.5/8, Stephen Hilton 2.5/6, Bill Armstrong 1.5/4.  Many congratulations to IM Colin Crouch for obtaining 6.5/9 and winning the silver medal for board 1!  With his 72% performance and Ross’s 66% performance, the UK team had an excellent pair of leaders.

Crouch’s attainment of the silver medal must be held in the highest esteem.  Individuals have won medals before for the United Kingdom, but achieving this on board 1 is an outstanding accomplishment and rivalled by no other UK player.

UK Results. 
Round 1: United Kingdom 3-1 Netherlands; 
Round 2: Finland 1.5 - 2.5 United Kingdom; 
Round 3: Serbia 1.5 – 2.5 United Kingdom; 
Round 4: United Kingdom 2.5 - 1.5 Ukraine; 
Round 5: Russia 3 - 1 United Kingdom; 
Round 6: Germany 2.5 - 1.5 United Kingdom; 
Round 7: United Kingdom 2 - 2 Spain; 
Round 8: Lithuania 2 - 2 United Kingdom; 
Round 9: United Kingdom 2 - 2 Czech Republic.

Sponsors. 
The Braille Chess Association would like to extend their grateful thanks to Winton Capital Management and to The Geoff and Fiona Squire Foundation, who gave the UK team generous support. Without such generosity from our sponsors, the team would not have been so well-prepared and assisted during the event. "Winton" was spelt out in Braille on the team shirts.

For any further information, to view individual results and for game downloads, please visit the BCA website at: http://www.braillechess.org.uk.
Ross-Avram

UK-Serbia, Round 3, 13th IBCA Olympiad

Slav

1 d4 d5 2 Nf3 Nf6 3 c4 c6 4 e3 e6 5 Bd3 Nbd7 6 0-0 dxc4

Black concedes the centre very quickly.  He is trying to transpose into variations of the Queen's Gambit, but there is a subtle difference in that the white queen's knight is still at home and has the option of hopping into d2 and not c3, where it is likely to be kicked with b7-b5-b4 ideas.  This is actually quite an important difference which will come back to haunt Black.

He should continue in true Slav fashion and play -Bd6, -0-0 and attempt to get -e6-e5 in as soon as possible.

7 Bxc4 b5 8 Bd3 a6 9 a4 Bb7 10 Qe2 Be7

Black is now starting to realise that his position is actually very passive.  Unless he can break with -c6-c5, the black set up is completely pointless.  Since the white knight has remained at home for the moment, tempo-gaining -b5-b4 moves aren't on.  The b5 pawn is therefore left en prise and Black can't equalise with -c6-c5 without dropping an important pawn on b5.

11 Nbd2 b4

An ugly positional move, but what else is Black meant to do if he is to get developed and make that bishop on b7 have any purpose at all?  Taking on a4 is another ugly option, but if Black is to get -c5 in, then the state of the b5 pawn must be resolved.

Pushing it though frees up the c4 square (another additional asset to the knight's development on d2), and the light squares become even weaker.

12 e4

In true classical style, White reacts in the centre to a flank advance.  The white attack now begins in earnest as the bishops become open and the white pieces are headed dangerously towards the black kingside.

12 -c5

Black must react.  If there is no counterplay, then he will simply get squished and murdered on the kingside in short shrift.

13 e5 Nd5 14 Nc4

Deciding that the critical line of 14 Ne4 cxd4 15 Neg5 was a bit risky, but in fact it's probably White's best try.  Naturally, taking back on d4 is an option, but White is not pushing Black as he ought to be doing. 

The idea of bringing the knight into c4 was to pressure e5 and over-protect it, and have an eye out on the queenside, trying to play on all sides of the board.  White's set up is aimed at the kingside, and for that reason alone, 14 Ne4 must be the strategically correct move.

14 Ne4 cxd4 15 Neg5 Nc5 16 Nxh7 Nb3 17 Bd2 Nxa1 18 Rxa1 Qb6 19 Nfg5 Bxg5 20 Nxg5 Rc8 21 Qg4 Qc6 22 h4 Ne7 23 Nf3 Qd5 24 Re1 Qb3 25 Be4 Bxe4 26 Rxe4 Qxb2 27 Rxd4 Qa1+ 28 Kh2 b3 was seen in Dzhakaev-Gorkavij Krasnodar 1998.

14 -cxd4 15 Nxd4 Nc5 16 Bc2 0-0

Castling into the attack, but where else is the black king meant to try and hide?  White now gathers forces and lashes out with an attack which Black will find difficult to hold off.

17 Rd1 Qc7 18 Qg4

Bringing the queen into the attack.  The pawn on e5 carves the black defence in two, and the pawn structure in front of the black king must be breeched soon.  Threats of Bh6 or Qh3 and attacks on h7 must force a pawn weakness in the next few moves.

18 -g6

A passive breech of the pawn barrier.  If Black feels it necessary to weaken himself and is unable to maintain complete pawn coverage, he should break it actively.  18 -f5 19 exf6 Nxf6, and Black may have something along the open D- and F-files.

19 Bh6 Rfc8 20 Rac1



Mobilising the last white piece.  Now all of the white pieces are beautifully centralised, active and on their best squares.  The a4-pawn is of no consequence, and the bishop and knight on the C-file are no longer left hanging (due to Bxg6 tactics).

Black is now struggling for any active plan.  The black queen is having difficulty in finding a secure square, and the kingside is poised to erupt.  Perhaps Black is already in a critical position?

20 -Qd7 21 Na5

Demonstrating that white has control across the board.  The immediate tactics prevent black from stealing the A4-pawn, as the bishop on b7 would be left hanging.  Also the positional idea of Nxb7 is on, and -b4-b3 pawn sacks just simply allow white to recapture with the knight now, thereby not deflecting the bishop on c2.

21 -Rab8 22 h4 Bf8 23 Bxf8 Kxf8 24 h5 Ba8

Black hasn't got time for luxuries such as this.  Yes, he wants to keep the bishop pair and that wonderful bishop, but he just hasn't got the time.  24 -b3 had to be played, even if it does give up a pawn. -Rb4 could be annoying for White then at some point.

25 Qg5

With the dark-squared bishops having been exchanged, the queen naturally belongs on a dark-square.  The dark squares around the kingside are particularly sensitive and the h7-pawn is especially vulnerable to attack.

25 -Kg7 26 Nc4

Bringing the knight back into the attack.  This knight is now headed for d6 or, if need be, to e3, to remove the defender of the f6 square.  Simple deflection of a defender is its simple objective.

26 -Qe7 27 Qg3 Nd7?

The final blunder by Black.  The tension of the game and the match score (UK were 1.5-0.5 up at this point), and the task of having to defend during the whole game came to bear on my opponent.

28 Nd6
      With the threat of either knight to f5, winning the black queen.  Black can not meet all of the threats.

28 -Qf8 29 hxg6 Rxc2

As good as resigning.  Obviously 29 -hxg6 30 nxe6+! fxe6 31 Qxg6+ Kh8 32 Qh7 mate is rather aesthetic.

30 N4f5+ exf5 31 Nxf5+ Kg8 32 g7 1-0 

Couwenberg-Hilton

Netherlands-UK, Round 1, 13th IBCA Olympiad

Sicilian Najdorf

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Bg5 e6 7 f4 Qb6 8 Qd2 Qxb2 9 Rb1 Qa3 10 Rb3?!

The critical lines for Black to face are those with 10 e5 and 10 f5.  10 Rb3 simply does not seem right to me in this line, as it allows Black to go back to a5 with the queen.

10 -Qa5 11 Be2 Nc6 12 Bxf6?!

Needlessly giving up the bishop pair to shatter the black pawn structure, but the black king is perfectly safe in the centre and may even run across to the queenside if his own kingside attack comes quickly enough.  By exchanging this bishop, the black squares in the white camp are fatally weak, especially the a7-g1 diagonal.

12 Nxc6 or 12 Nf3 had to be preferred.  In either case, it looks as though Black has successfully stolen the B2 pawn and is destined to keep it without White getting any significant compensation for the invested material.

12 -gxf6 13 0–0??

An inexplicable blunder.  Having given up the dark-squared bishop, White had to be especially careful of tactics along any exposed diagonal.  Castling and placing the king on the open a7-g1 diagonal was bound to stumble into tactics.  12 Nf3 was probably his best try, but finding an adequate defence is difficult now.

12 -Qc5

Winning the pinned knight on d4 and effectively the game.  White could resign now with a clear conscience.

14 Kh1 Qxd4 15 Rd1 Qxd2 16 Rxd2 Be7 17 f5 Ne5 18 Na4 b5 19 Nb2 Bb7 20 fxe6 fxe6 21 Bh5+ Kf8 22 Re2 Rg8 23 c4 Rg5 24 Bf3 Bc6 25 cxb5 axb5 26 h4 Rg6 27 Nd3 Nxf3 28 gxf3 Rg3 29 Nf4 Kf7 30 Kh2 Rgg8 31 Rbe3 e5 32 Nd5 Bxd5 33 exd5 Ra4 34 Kh3 f5 0-1

Sereda-Armstrong

Czech Republic-UK, Round 9, 13th IBCA Olympiad

Sicilian Dragon

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Nc3 g6 4 d4 cxd4 5 Nxd4 Bg7 6 Be3 d6 7 Qd2 Nf6 8 Bd3 Ng4 9 Nde2 Nxe3 10 Qxe3 0-0 11 0-0 Nb4 12 a3 Nxd3 13 cxd3

Having exchanged his knights for White's bishops, Black now has good chances.  I needed to play aggressively but with some care to deny White counterplay.  This is easier from the sidelines than from a seat at the table, especially if, as here, the team's final placing is at stake!

13 -f5 14 Rac1 f4 16 Qd2 f3 17 Ng3 fxg2 18 Kxg2

Choosing the right option here was a bit tricky.

18 -Qd7 19 Nd5 Qh3+ 20 Kg1 Bh6 21 f4 e5 22 Rc7 Be6 23 Ne7+ Kh8 24 Qc3 Rxf4 25 Rxf4 Bxf4 26 d4 Rf8 27 Qd3 exd4 28 Qxd4+ Be5 29 Qd3 Bg4 30 Rc2 Bf3

White resigned.  31 Nf1 Qg4+ 32 Kf2 Be2+ is curtains for White.

IBCA Congress Report

The President, Ludwig Beutelhoff, opened the Congress with a minute’s silence for his predecessor, Delfin Burdio, who died suddenly at the Braille World Cup in 2005. 

Ludwig reported that with Senor Burdio’s death IBCA lost a number of documents.  There were also problems with invites still going to the office in Alicante.  The events organised by Greece in 2005 in Eretria were a great success; These were the Women’s and Junior Individual World Championships and the Braille World Cup.

2006 saw the World Individual Championships in Goa, India.  These were well organised by the All India Chess Federation for the Blind.  Mrs Zsiltzova of the Ukraine won the Women’s Individual Gold Medal for board 1 at the Olympiad in Turin.

2007 saw the European Individual Championships which were organised by the United Kingdom.  He added that this event was also well organised.  There was no top 10 player event this year because there was no organiser for this event. 

Elections of Officers: Ludwig Beutelhoff of Germany was elected President.  Charudatta Jadhav of India was elected 1st Vice President, while Theresa Debowska of Poland was elected 2nd Vice President.  Steve Hilton was elected General Secretary and Nikos Kalesis of Greece was elected Treasurer.  Others elected as board members were Clyde Leonard of South Africa and Nelson Perrero of Venezuela.

Those agreed as IBCA arbiters were: 
B. Holser of Switzerland, G. Graham of Ireland, N. Kalesis and D. Kafalis of Greece, plus one other.

The calendar for 2009—2012 was agreed as follows.  
19th-25th June 2009: World Junior Braille Championships to be organised by Sweden.  
17th—29th August 2009: Women’s World Championships to be held near Poznan, organised by Poland. The cost would be 400 Euros per person. 
September 2009: Grunwald Cup, also to be organised by Poland. 
Also in May 2009 there would be another Women’s event organised by Poland. 
The Braille World Cup would be organised by Azerbaijan.

2010:  World Individual Championships to be organised by Serbia. 
2011: European Individual Championships to be organised by Turkey. 
2012: Olympiad to be organised by India.  This is likely to be held in either Mumbai or New Delhi around October time.

Other Items of Interest:  India has started a daisy format library of Chess books.  They would also like to see a global internet library of books for the blind.  India also announced that a chess initiative for blind schoolchildren between the ages of seven and fourteen will be launched in January 2009.

Luis Van Duuren of the Netherlands announced that they were negotiating with DGT about a talking chess clock for the blind, but that the company were looking for about 25,000 Euros.

Sergey Wassin of the Ukraine made a speech about the case for specific Braille events for the totally blind.  Also he suggested limits to partially sighted players playing in the Olympiads.

Hans Cohn’s book on the European Championships was referred to by the President, and a number of people expressed an interest in the book.

There will be no changing of names of squares or changes to the status of one language without the agreement of IBCA.  This meeting was conducted entirely in English and lasted just over 3 hours.

Sergie Wassim’s Speech to the IBCA Congress

This was circulated round the user group by Bill Armstrong.  It is the speech mentioned by Steve Hilton in his report on the IBCA congress.  It triggered off quite a debate on the user group, but I thought it important those not on the user group got sight of what Sergei said. 
Guy.

“Dear Ladies and Gentlemen!  Dear Chess Friends!

Exactly 50 years ago the international organisation which has received the name “International Braille Chess Association” (IBCA) was founded.  The definition “Braille” means that those chess players, by whom and in whose interests this organisation has been created, are playing by touch because of their blindness.  The need to play by touch has led to the development of the practice of playing on two boards when each player can recognise an arrangement of chess pieces whenever he or she wants regardless of the fact whose turn it is.

According to the definition of blindness recognized by international organisations of the blind, the blind are considered to be people who have visual acuity below 0.1 of normal sight and-or a field of vision with an angle less than 20 degrees.  It is clear that many of such persons can play chess using residual sight instead of touching.  To differentiate the persons regarded under the general concept “blind”, the concepts “totally blind” and “visually impaired” are used.

During recent decades the relative quantity of totally blind chess players among all players of IBCA has essentially fallen.  On the one hand, it is dictated by the change of the typical reasons which lead to the loss of visual capabilities (for example, the consequences of World War II have lost their actuality).  On the other hand, recent medical progress allows now to preserve residual vision in many cases where earlier sight was lost completely.

But the decrease of the relative quantity of totally blind chess players is caused not only by these reasons.  The problem is that it is more difficult for totally blind players to compete with visually impaired in chess tournaments.  Thus, since the first world championship of IBCA (1966) up to the 5th world championship (1982) inclusive, only totally blind players became world champions - Milenko Cabarkapa, Nikolai Rudenskij, and Sergey Krylov.  Contrast that with the fact that since the 6th world championship (1986) only visually impaired players - Vladimir Berlinsky, Suhrob Khamdamov, and Mouret Zhounousov became champions.

Now there are cases at the official competitions of IBCA when among the strongest ten or even twenty chess players there are no more than two - three totally blind.  There are difficulties for the totally blind during preparation for competitions (problems with access to information), as well as during the actual chess game.  Identification of the position on the chess board, determination of time on the chess clock, conducting the record of the game require from a totally blind chess player more efforts and time.  Even such factors as an opportunity to rise from the chess table independently and to make some physical exercises, giving some rest to the brain and improving blood circulation, gives the visually impaired a certain advantage in comparison with the totally blind.

The necessity of high concentration and attention and additional weariness of the totally blind leads frequently at the end of the game to grave mistakes that are disproportional comparing to their professional level.  In recent years the inequality between the totally blind and visually impaired has increased even more.  In many countries the release of chess literature in Braille was essentially reduced or stopped completely.  The special chess stock, especially chess clocks, is insufficient.  The rise in the cost of transport services makes more marked the difference in expenses for trips to competitions for the visually impaired and the totally blind for whom guides are necessary. 

Though computer technologies have opened huge opportunities for the totally blind to access information, these opportunities are opened also for all others, and those using their vision get access to information on the screen more quickly than those who use speech synthesis or Braille displays.  For the person who uses his sight, there is no big difference whether to look at a position on a board or on the screen of a computer.  For a totally blind person this is completely different: he can see a position on the screen of a computer only in his imagination but not actually by touching it.  Thus the perception and judgment of a virtual position takes him incomparably more time than in the case when sight is used. 

Thus, training of the totally blind to play chess, and the game itself becomes more difficult.  As a result, fewer totally blind children and young people aspire to learn to play chess well.  Consequently we see fewer new totally blind players.  But on the contrary the number of players who have lost their sight up to a certain degree only at a mature age, having already become highly skilled chess players at a normal level of sight, increases.  Certainly, loss of a significant part of sight creates serious problems for the players.  That’s why they are allowed to play in competitions for the blind.  However it is clear that it is much more difficult for the totally blind or even for the visually impaired to learn to play chess than for those who became highly skilled chess players while possessing normal level of sight to adapt to the game once they become visually impaired.

At the general growth of qualification of players less appreciable factors can gain crucial importance, and consequently each of those advantages which the visually impaired possess in comparison with the totally blind can come to the fore.  It also explains the reasons for the decrease in positive results of the totally blind in IBCA competitions.

For a long time in many kinds of sports popular among the blind, there was recognised the objective importance of distinction in a level of residual sight (especially when this level is equal to zero).  That is why the competitions are held in separate classes B1, B2 and B3.  Now it is practiced in track and field athletics, swimming and football.  It is planned to introduce such differentiation in judo.

Blind chess players were the first among blind sportsmen who began international activities and created an international organisation.  Such great enthusiasts as Mr. Reginald Bonham and Mr. Herrnann Ueckermann have created the principles for the organisation of chess competitions which are used by the blind in different countries even after the death of these pioneers.  But now it’s high time for the activists of the international chess movement of the blind to make essential steps toward the multiplication of good traditions.  So one of the principle questions is the attraction of the totally blind to chess and the creation of equal opportunities during the game for them.  Otherwise, on one not really nice day in the International Braille chess association there might remain no players who use Braille for writing and Braille method of play, i.e. feeling the arrangement of the pieces by hands to recognise them. 

From my point of view, the most urgent way of improving the situation of the totally blind is the holding of separate IBCA world championships for the totally blind and the visually impaired.  Both world championships can be held simultaneously and in the same place and it will not incur any essential additional expenses.  As a matter of fact, the only question is in choosing a different principle of selecting opponents for each player, and not one but two complete sets of medals for the winners of two different tournaments.

By the way, one of the problems is the scant quantity of medals in comparison to the number of players which is an obstacle to chess financing from various sports functionaries.  It is much more favourable to spend costs on development of swimming and track and field athletics where tens of complete sets of medals are competed for.  Therefore holding separate IBCA world championships for the totally blind and the visually impaired will raise the interest not only of the players but also of the sports functionaries.  After holding the IBCA world championships separately for the first time, it will become obvious how to make this approach more efficient.

Then it will be possible to take the following steps.  For example, the introduction of an obligatory quota on the presence of totally blind chess players in teams on the Olympiads and World Cups.  Differentiation of totally blind and visually impaired players within IBCA will lead to holding the championships separately also at the national level.  That will raise the motivation of the totally blind to play chess.”

Braille Chess Association of Ireland Open Tournament 2008

This year’s open tournament organised by the Braille Chess Association of Ireland took place from Friday, October 10th to Monday 13th. For the first time in 8 years we were back in Dublin.  The Marine Hotel in Sutton proved an excellent venue.  Most of the participants opted to stay at the hotel throughout the weekend and this meant that a very pleasant atmosphere prevailed.  We are especially grateful to the manager of the Hotel, Graham O’Toole, and his staff for the significant part they played in making our stay so enjoyable.

In all 19 players took part in the tournament.  There were 13 in the open section and 6 in the section for players with a grade of less than 1400 (equivalent to 100 on the ECF system).  Seven came from England, two from Sweden, and we were delighted to welcome back Stan Lightowler from Castlerock in Derry who took part in our very first open tournament in 1986.  Another entrant, David Hodgkins, was regrettably unable to travel due to illness.  We all wish David a full and speedy recovery and are pleased to know that he is making good progress.

After dinner on the Friday evening, play in round 1 of the open section got underway shortly after 8 o’clock. Ernie McElroy on top board and Colin Chambers on board 3 drew their games with Michael Keating and Sean Loftus respectively.  Philip Doyle, Michael Delaney, Les Whittle and Richard Spele (Sweden) were winners.  These 4 were joined on 1 point by Norman Andrews who received the bye.

At 10 o’clock next morning round 1 of the section for players graded under 1400 started.  In this section all six players would have a game against each of the other five.  Winners in round 1 were John Carroll, Martin Kane and Michael Meaney.  John and Michael won again in the afternoon and this left them sharing the lead on 2 points followed by Martin and Jim Cuthbert on 1.

Meanwhile, in the open section Michael Delaney won against Norman in the morning round to move into the lead.  There were 4 players in a tie for second place on 1.5.  In the afternoon round Michael drew with Les and was joined in a 3-way tie for the lead by Ernie and Philip who both won their games.

Those not playing chess went on a coach trip organised by Barry O’Brien.  They visited the National Stud and the Japanese Gardens.  By all accounts Barry did his usual excellent job and the good weather provided an added bonus. 

After dinner we were entertained by Vincent Cronan.  Playing his guitar and singing from his huge repertoire of songs Vincent kept the party going well into the late hours.

Back at the chessboards on Sunday morning Michael Delaney and Philip Doyle drew their game and Ernie McElroy drew with Colin Chambers.  Les Whittle beat Norman Andrews to join Ernie, Michael and Philip in joint leadership on 3 points.  In round 5 Michael lost to Ernie, Les won and Philip drew.  Going into the final round Ernie and Les were in a tie for the lead on 4 points with Philip on 3.5.

In the under 1400 section Michael Meaney won both his games on Sunday to move a point ahead of Martin Kane. 

After dinner on the Sunday evening there was the traditional sing-along in the bar.  Michael Meaney, displaying his versatility, swapped his chessboard for a guitar and kept us and everyone else in the bar well entertained.

Resuming his chessboard next morning, Michael won against Martin to take first place in the under 1400 section with a perfect score of 5 points.  In the open section Ernie and Les had an early draw, so Philip needed to win against Sean Loftus to join them on 4.5, and this he did.

A win for Norman Andrews took him into fourth place just half a point behind.  This gave him a grading prize.  The other grading prize was shared between Michael Keating, Richard Spele and Sean Loftus.

The complicated tie-breaking system to determine whether Ernie, Les or Philip would win the trophy could not be resolved until the very last game had finished.  Only then did it emerge that Ernie had come first by the narrowest of margins with Les second and Philip third.

Once again we are most grateful to our tournament Controller, Tim Conlan, who carried out this function with his customary dedication and efficiency.

Leading scores. 
Open section: McElroy, Whittle, Doyle 4.5, Andrews 4, Delaney, Chambers 3.5.

Section for players graded under 1400: Meaney 5, Carroll, Cuthbert, Kane 3. 
Sean Loftus.

International Autumn Tournament 2008

This was held from 14th to 16th November.  For the third time this year the BCA returned to the Midland Hotel in Derby.  This was my first Tournament as organiser, and if I thought everything was going to be straightforward, then I was to be proved wrong!  In recent months the hotel has been taken over by Hallmark Hotels and is undergoing a major refurbishment.  The BCA arrived in the middle of this work!  The bar and dining room were both out of commission, and over the course of the weekend a temporary bar and dining room were established in a variety of locations.

However, as you would expect, no matter how much these moved, members of the BCA were always able to track them down!  Seriously though, all credit must go to the hotel staff who were extremely helpful throughout the weekend, and also to our members who didn’t let these problems spoil their enjoyment.

The tournament began with a minute’s silence in memory of George Plechaty and Shirley Watkins.  Both of whom are remembered fondly for their contributions to the BCA both on and off the chessboard.

On the chess front, unfortunately we had three regulars missing through ill health.  We send our best wishes to Graham Lilley, Geoff Patching and David Hodgkins and hope that they all will be fully recovered and back with us for the AGM Tournament.  This is again in Derby, but the hotel have promised that the refurbishment will be complete long before then. 

The Open Tournament turned out to be a two horse race, with Tyson Mordue and Chris Ross beating everyone in sight and drawing with each other.  With both finishing on 4.5 points, Tyson took the trophy on tie-break, but it was a very close thing.  Several players finished in equal third place on 3 points, which demonstrates just how far ahead of the field the joint winners were.  Grading prizes were won by Les Whittle and Phil Gordon, while Stan Lovell and Ian Blencowe also shared a grading prize.

In the Minor, Orlando Sobers had it even more his own way – finishing with five wins and a perfect score.  Stephen Brown had a good tournament finishing second on four points, and several players finished on three. Grading prizes were won by both John Osborne and Dorothy Hodges. 
Our thanks go to Peter Gibbs and Julie Leonard for controlling the Tournament in their usual efficient way, to Sheila Milsom for running a very successful raffle which raised £144, and also to all the helpers, donors and purchasers who enabled us to raise £181 through a successful Bring & Buy sale on the Saturday evening.

Scores. Open: Tyson Mordue  4.5, Chris Ross 4.5, Tristram Cole, Steve Burnell, Colin Chambers, Les Whittle and Philip Gordon 3, Philip Doyle, Ernie McElroy, Stan Lovell, Ian Blencowe and Voldi Gailans 2.5, Sean Loftus 2, John Gallagher, Steve Thacker, Richard Murphy and Mark Kirkham 1.5.

Minor: Orlando Sobers 5, Stephen Brown 4, Jim Cuthbert, Phil Smith, John Osborne and Dorothy Hodges 3, Mark Hague and Shane Hall 2.5, George Phillips, Chris Brown, Bob Brown and Gary Wickett 2, Richard Harrington 1, Lea Ryan 0.5. 
Steve Burnell.

Belgian Open Tournament, November 2008.

I attended the Belgian Open tournament which took place from Friday 7th November to Monday, 10th November.  The tournament was held in the coastal town of Nieuwpoort at the Hotel Zonnebloem, about 30-40 minutes' tram ride from Ostend.

I was made to feel extremely welcome on my arrival and found my accommodation to be comfortable, with large windows which could be opened to let in the bracing sea air and the sound of the sea.  The food was good and plentiful and the bar was open all day.  No drinks were included in the price quoted, but full board in a single room from the Friday afternoon until after breakfast on the Tuesday morning for 250 euros is an extremely good deal, and I must congratulate the Belgian Chess Association in finding such an excellent venue for the tournament.

The tournament took place in the basement.  Space at the tables was adequate and our controller was cheerful and efficient.  I was provided with a Braille timetable in advance and important announcements were translated into French, German and English.  Participants in the tournament included four Frenchmen, a German and a small number from Holland and me from the UK.  Twenty-seven players took part in all, of which about two-thirds were in contention for the Belgian Championship.  We played one round on the Friday evening and two rounds on each of the succeeding three days, with a closing ceremony and prize-giving at the evening meal on Monday.

Didier Dalschaert won the tournament and the Belgian championship with 6 out of 6, followed by Herman Jennen with 5.5, Geert Callant 5.5, Gerard de Lange 5, Jan Boer 4 and Florent Mégélas on 4.  I was placed 16th on 3.5 and won a share of a grading prize.

Socially the event was a great success.  I was particularly pleased to meet Herman Jennen, who I remember representing Belgium at Hastings in 1982.  Hugo Roman, whose name will be familiar to some BCA members and who has been a part of the Belgian chess scene for many years now, was also present.  Hugo was as vivacious as usual and although he did not participate in the tournament due to health considerations, he played many five-minute games in the bar in the evenings.  Herman, Hugo and others were extremely friendly and helpful and I met many people for the first time and thoroughly enjoyed their company.  One of the great pleasures of playing abroad for me is meeting different people and although I did feel somewhat inadequate at times regarding my inability to speak other languages, I met plenty of interesting people who spoke English very well and this ensured that I had a very rewarding experience socially as well as over the chess board.  I would highly recommend this event to BCA members: the playing strength of the participants was quite varied and I believe that BCA members of any playing strength would enjoy this event.

Next year's tournament will take place at the same venue from 11th to 15th November.

Herman Jennen (Belgium)- Jan Boer (Holland). 

1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 Nc3 e5 4 cxd5 cxd5 5 Nf3 Nc6 6 e3 Bg4 7 Be2 e4 8 Ne5 Nxe5 9 dxe5 Bxe2 10 Kxe2 Ne7 11 Qb3 Qd7 12 Rd1 Rd8 13 Kf1 g6 14 Nxe4 Bg7 15 Nf6+ Bxf6 16 exf6 Nc6 17 Bd2 Qc7 18 Kg1 d4 19 exd4 Nxd4 20 qe3+ Kf8 21. Bb4+ Kg8 22 Rxd4  1-0

 Didier Dalschaert (Bel) - Geert Callant (Bel) 

1  e4 d6 2  d4 Nf6 3 Nc3 g6 4 Nf3 Bg7 5 Be2 0-0 6 0-0 Nc6 7 h3 a6 8 Re1 b5 9 a3 Bb7 10 Bg5 h6 11 Be3 e5 12 d5 Ne7 13 Qd2 Kh7 14 Rad1 Nd7 15 Nh2 f5 16 exf5 gxf5 17 Bf3 Nf6 18 Qd3 Bc8 19 Bc1 Qe8 20 Ng4 Nxg4 21 hxg4 Qg6 22 gxf5 Bxf5 23 Be4 Rf7 24 Re3 Bxe4 25 Nxe4 Rf4 26 Rde1 Rg4 27 Ng3 draw. 
Voldi Gailans.

Spectrum Event in Derbyshire

Another Spectrum event was held at the Izaak Walton Hotel in Dovedale, Ashbourne, from 22nd to 23rd November 2008.  Six BCA players attended; Tristram Cole took part in the major, Steve Thacker played in the minor (under 125) and four players, Mark Kirkham, Gary Wickett, Voldi Gailans and Guy Whitehouse participated in the challengers (under 100).  It turns out that this was Voldi’s third event in three weekends, as he had played in the Belgian Open and the Autumn International Tournament earlier in the month.

Before round 1 started Tony Corfe, who ran these events with Norman Went, announced that this would be his last Spectrum tournament.  He and Norman had agreed to go their separate ways (amicably) and to run separate events.  They would try to avoid clashing with each others timetables, which means that there may be quite an increase in the number of events being held in hotels which BCA members could consider attending.

This time round the BCA’s star performer was Steve Thacker.  Having lost his first game, he then won three of his next four games to finish joint second.  Mark Kirkham and Guy Whitehouse finished on 3/5, equal third with a number of other players.

The hotel was excellent, the only problem being that it was a £30 taxi ride from Derby station.  This means that unless you could arrange a lift with someone, you would have to arrange to share a taxi ride with at least one other person to make the fare affordable.  Having said that, the food was first class and the staff could not have been more helpful, while Steve confirmed to me that the hotel was wheelchair-friendly.  Tony genuinely seems to welcome visually impaired participants and has a way of dealing with us without any fuss; rather than moving us around from table to table, he allowed us to stay on the same tables throughout the tournament on the basis that they were the largest tables and allowed the most room for our equipment.  I think all of us also found the other players friendly enough and prepared to chat after the game.

I can confirm that the Dudley event advertised in the November gazette will be going ahead as a Spectrum event. Tony Corfe will be running an event in Portsmouth over the weekend starting Friday 21st February under the auspices of Castle Chess.  
Contact details: 
Norman Went (Spectrum): Telephone 01708 551617, email spectrumchess@hotmail.com. Send entries to Norman at: 53 New Zealand Way, RAINHAM, Essex RM13 8JT.

Tony Corfe:  Telephone 01707 659080,  Email tony@tcs-chess.demon.co.uk. 
Guy Whitehouse. 
BCA team comes a Battling Fifth in the Premier Division of BCCL 2008

The BCA team performed well in the British Correspondence Chess League premier division, coming a creditable fifth out of nine teams in the 2008 competition.  We tied for fifth with two other teams but had the better tie-break.   Our score was 7 from 16 points.

Duncan Chambers on board 1 and Peter Gibbs on board 2 both deserve special mention, as they scored 2/2 respectively.  Duncan has kindly forwarded me both his games which appear at the end of this report without analysis.

BCA players’ scores were as follows: Board 1 Duncan Chambers 2/2; board 2 Peter Gibbs 2/2; board 3 John Wall 0/2; board 4 Les Whittle 0/2; board 5 Michael McGuigan 1/2; board 6 Alec Crombie 1/2; board 7 David Hodgkins 0.5/2; board 8 Norman Andrews 0.5/2.

Our total was 7 from 16 points.  Team scores in the 2008 premier division were as follows: 1st Social B 12 points; 2nd Ubique 11.5 points; 3rd CS diplomats 9 points; 4th Friends 8 points; 5th BCA 7 points; 6th Notts Mechanics 7 points; 7th Seven Counties 7 points; 8th Warrington B 5.5 points; 9th Mensa B 5 points.

The BCA will once again play in the premier division in the 2009 competition with one change to our team.  Duncan Chambers will not be available to play due to other postal chess commitments.  He will be replaced by Tristram Cole who will play onboard 2.  Peter Gibbs will move up to board 1.  The remainder of the team will be the same.

It is hoped that our team will once again improve its performance in the 2009 competition.

Now follow Duncan Chambers’s two games.

Beales-Chambers, French Defence

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 e5 c5 4 c3 Nc6 5 Nf3 Nh6 6 Be2 Nf5 7 g4 Nh4 8 Nxh4 Qxh4 9 Bf4 Bd7 10 Qd2 Qd8 11 Be3 Be7 12 g5 Qa5 13 h4 0-0-0 14 f4 h6 15 gxh6 Rxh6 16 h5 f6 17 a4 Kb8 18 Rg1 fxe5 19 fxe5 Rh7 20 Qc2 Rdh8 21 Nd2 cxd4 22 Nb3 Qc7 23 cxd4 Be8 24 Bg4 Bxh5 25 Bxe6 Bf3 26 Bf4 Bb4+ 27 Kf1 Be4 28 Qc1 Rf8 29 Qe3 Nxf5 0-1

Chambers-Beales, Philidor Defence

1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 Nf6 4 dxe5 Nxe4 5 Qd5 Nc5 6 Bg5 Qd7 7 exd6 Bxd6 8 Nc3 a6 9 0-0-0 0-0 10 Be3 Ne6 11 Bd3 Nf4 12 Bxf4 Bxf4+ 13 Kb1 Qxd5 14 Nxd5 Bd6 15 Ng5 h6 16 Ne4 Rd8 17 Nxd6 cxd6 18 Nb6 Ra7 19 Be4 Be6 20 Rd3 a5 21 Rhd1 Ra6 22 Rxd6 Rxd6 23 Rxd6 Nd7 24 Nc4 Rxd6 25 Nxd6 b6 26 Bf5 g6 27 Bxe6 fxe6 28 b3 Kf8 29 Kb2 Ke7 30 Nc4 e5 31 Ka3 Kd8 32 Ka4 1-0. 
David Hodgkins, captain of the BCA team in the BCCL.

Hans’s Book on Durham and Annotated Olympiad Games

Hans has asked me to remind members that the first half of his book on the Durham individual European championships is now available.  He is also offering to read annotated games from the Olympiad, but before undertaking this he wishes to be sure there is sufficient interest to make the effort worthwhile. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Answer to Chris’s Study

Chris left us with another study featured in the November gazette.  As a reminder the position was: White king on h6, queen on e1 and pawn on g6; black king on g8 and queen on d7.  White to play and win by forcing zugzwang in two moves.

The solution: 1 Qc3!  This prevents checks on h3 and targets the g7 square, forcing the black queen to stay on the 7th rank.  It also eyes the c8 square (back-rank mates).  The only square where the black queen can do both is b7, so 1 -Qb7.

Now 2 Qa1! prevents -Qh1 checks, maintains the g7 mating threat and eyes the a8 square (back-rank mate ideas again).  Black cannot move the queen without releasing either g7 or a8, and if the black king moves, 3 Qh8+ allows 4 Qg7+ and the exchange of the queens.  White’s pawn then queens.

Obituary for Shirley Watkins

Shirley Watkins, 1932/2008.  Shirley died on 18th October 2008 following a period battling against Myasthenia Gravis.

Shirley was borne on 4th September 1932 at Thorpe Bay in Essex.  Around the outbreak of the Second World War her family moved nearer to London, and Shirley attended Loughton Girls High School.  When she was about 18 she went to the rehabilitation and assessment centre at Torquay where she met Dez, a tall, dark, handsome Welshman.  They married and had two children, Janet and Alan.

Their first years of married life were extremely hard, particularly when Dez had a spell in hospital with TB, but they worked hard and eventually managed to buy a house in Barnet where they lived until they retired.  At this point they moved to St. Annes not far away from their daughter Jan and her husband Bruce who live in Blackpool.

When Dez died, Shirley found the upkeep of the bungalow and large garden, which they had prized, too much to cope with and she bought herself a smaller property in Blackpool where she lived for the rest of her life, apart from some spells in hospital and nursing homes when her health was declining.

How can one describe such a many facetted character as Shirley?  She was compassionate, warm and caring;  She was full of fun with an impish sense of humour;  She was active in mind and body, always on the move, never still for more than a few moments;  She was also thoughtful and strong and hated any form of injustice or discrimination.

She was also very interested in politics and she twice stood as a liberal candidate in Blackpool council elections, narrowly failing to be elected.  One of Shirley's proudest achievements was the setting up of a swimming club for the disabled in Blackpool which she helped to run for many years.

Shirley did not pretend to be a great chess player, but she always enjoyed the tussle.  She learned to play at a time when Dez was becoming less mobile owing to his heart condition.  They spent many happy hours with the chess board between them and she was always excited when she managed the odd win.

We shall miss her and our sympathy goes out to Jan and Bruce, Alan and Anna and to all her family.

Should anyone wish to make a donation to the Myesthenia Gravis Association in memory of Shirley, their address is: MGA, First Floor, Southgate Business Centre, Normanton Road, Derby, DE23 6UQ.  Credit card donations can be made by telephone on 01332 290219. 
Stan Lovell.
