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Editorial

First I would like to thank the Steel Charitable Trust for kindly agreeing to meet all the costs of production for this and the May edition of the gazette.  This is very generous indeed and much appreciated.

Can I particularly draw your attention to Norman Wragg’s article ‘Two important posts to fill’.  Sadly we are to lose the services of our treasurer, Richard Kidals.  I am sure you will all agree with me that he has been highly effective in this role.

It is also sad to have to end this edition of the gazette with another obituary, this time for Tom Barbour.  Stan has written a fine obituary for him.

Well, on a happier note, I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year and that you are all successful in the rest of this chess season.  Could I have any contributions to the May gazette by Friday 11th April.  Thanks. 

Guy.
Forthcoming Events

Please note: As per the booking conditions, late booking and entry for any of the events in this section will be subject to a £6 penalty.  Please read the booking conditions at the end of this section.

28th to 30th March 2008. Annual General Meeting and Congress.  Midland Hotel, Derby.  

Please note: This event had to be moved back three weeks from the original date and the venue had to be changed from Cambridge to Derby.

We tried our best to inform all likely participants of the change of date.  Although the closing date for entries will have passed by the time you receive this issue of the gazette, the tournament organiser, Sean O’Brien, will accept late entries subject to rooms being available. The Annual General Meeting will take place at 2pm on Saturday 29th  March, during this event.

Entry to the five-round tournament, with a major and minor section, will be £10.  The cost to members and associate members is £42.50 per night, and the cost to non-members and to those staying Sunday night is £47.50 sharing a twin or £52 single.  Please add £6 late booking fee per person.

All enquiries and bookings to;- 
Sean O’Brien, 12 Crossway, Raynes Park, London, SW20 9JA, telephone 0208 540 4001.

9th to 16th 2008. Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial Tournament.  
Tralee Hotel, Westhill Road, Bournemouth. 
The cost for seven days dinner, bed and breakfast to members and associate members is £230.  The cost for non-members or for those booking for less than seven days is £38.50 per night.  These rates include dinner, bed and breakfast.  Entry to the six-round chess tournament is £10.

Please note: The closing date for entries is 8th May. It is important to book in good time, particularly if you require a single room.

In brief the programme is:  Day of arrival Wednesday 9th July, rooms available from 2pm.  Dinner is at 6pm and round 1 starts at 8pm.  Thereafter breakfast will be served between 8 and 9am and the rounds of chess will commence at 10am with each player having 105 minutes each for all moves.  Dinner will be at 7pm.

Some time during the event there will be a day off when an outing will be arranged.  There will also be some coaching sessions for those who wish to take part.

This event has always been a particularly friendly event with many members bringing along family and friends to enjoy the social event along with the chess.  Other activities may be arranged such as ad hoc trips and a light-hearted quick play evening.  Our associate members are particularly welcome at this event, and if you consider yourself to be a novice and if you have wondered about having a go at a chess congress, this relaxed event could be just the time for you to give it a go!

Bookings to Stan and Jan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL, Telephone 01642 775668, email stan.lovell@tiscali.co.uk.

14th to 16th November 2008.  International Autumn Tournament, Midland Hotel, Derby. 
This Tournament will be open to all blind and partially sighted players and associate members of the BCA.  There will be a Major Open event, and a Minor event for those whose grade (or estimated grade) is 80 or below.  Many members will be familiar with this hotel and its excellent facilities.  It is in an ideal location being situated very close to Derby Railway station.

The cost of accommodation for members and associate members is £42 per person per night for a shared room, and £47 per night for a single.  For non-members and for those wishing to stay on the Sunday night the rates will be £47 per person sharing and £52 for a single.  Entry fee is £10 if received by the closing date of 12 September.

Please send entries to the organiser, Steve Burnell, 16 Ridgewood Close, Leamington Spa, CV32 6BW, telephone 01926 339900, email stephenburnell@ukonline.co.uk.

Booking conditions. 
VH UK residents under the age of 25 participating in BCA events receive free entry and free accommodation.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Postdated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings received after the advertised closing date are subject to a £6 late booking penalty and are accepted subject to the discretion of the tournament organiser.

Those booking on-line or by telephone banking must ensure their payment is cleared by the closing date and must inform the treasurer and tournament organiser.

Those booking extra nights are requested not to send payment for the extra nights to BCA as this should be paid to the hotel.  It is, however, necessary for them to inform the tournament organiser in order that their rooms may be reserved.

Special requests for room requirements etc should be made to the tournament organiser and not to the hotel. 

BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. 
Name: Braille Chess Association; 
Sort Code: 405240; 
Account Number: 00082456. 
If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. Solihull tournament 2006.

Attending the AGM

Members attending the AGM weekend from 28th to 30th March in Derby will automatically receive the AGM agenda and tape reports, whether or not they are playing in the tournament.  However, anyone planning to attend only the AGM itself on the Saturday afternoon will need to make special arrangements to obtain the agenda and reports.  Please get in touch with me if you intend to come to Derby only for the AGM. 
Norman Wragg

IBCA Olympiad 2008

One of the highlights of the International Braille Chess Association’s calendar is the Olympiad, a team event that takes place every four years.  Each country affiliated to the IBCA is entitled to send a team.  There are four players in each team, but some countries also send a reserve player.  The last Olympiad was held in Spain in 2004.

We have recently been informed that the next Olympiad will be held on the island of Crete, Greece, from 18th to 29th October 2008.  The venue for the tournament is the 4 star hotel “Santa Marina” which is 3 km west of the city of Heraklion.

The panel responsible for team selection for this event is Colin Crouch, Chris Ross and Graham Lilley.  They will be conferring very soon to establish availability of players and make their selection. 
Norman Wragg

Irish Open Tournament 2008

This tournament will be held in the Marine Hotel, Sutton Cross, Dublin, from Friday October 10th to Monday October 13th, 2008.  The Tournament will be a 6 round Swiss, open to all visually impaired players and their guides.  The rate of play will be all moves in 1 hour and 45 minutes for each player.  There will be two sections if numbers allow, a Major section open to players of all strengths and a Minor section confined to players rated below 1400 ELO.

The Marine Hotel is located 20 minutes drive from Dublin Airport and a similar distance from the City Centre.  It is conveniently close to the DART suburban rail service which connects to the Dunleary ferry port.  Note that the organisers are unable to provide transport to the Hotel on this occasion.

The cost for three nights’ bed, breakfast and evening meal is €230 for players and guides and €290 for others.  The cost for a single room is €320.  The entry fee, excursion and musical entertainment are included in this price.  Those wishing to extend their stay may do so at a cost of €99 per night per room for bed and breakfast but only if bookings are made through the B.C.A.I.

Bank account details will be provided on request to those wishing to pay by credit transfer.  The closing date for bookings and payment of fees is August 1st, 2008.  

Philip Doyle (PRO).
Two Important Posts to Fill at Next Month’s AGM

Our treasurer, Richard Kidals, has decided that he no longer has the time to continue his work for the BCA.  This is naturally a great disappointment to us but we are most grateful to Richard for his tremendous work over the last six years or so.

Richard came to the BCA through Reach, an organisation that aims to put charities in touch with people who are volunteering their help.  Naturally, we have approached Reach once again with a view to finding a suitable volunteer for this important post but unfortunately we have not been successful so far.  

Another important post is the publicity officer.  It is fairly certain that Bill Armstrong, who has been our publicity man for the last three years, will not be seeking re-election at the next AGM.  This again is a substantial disappointment as Bill has been very effective in this work.  We are pleased to say that Bill is content to carry on as our youth development coordinator and our representative to the English Chess Federation.

If anyone within the BCA feels that they would like to consider taking on either the treasurer or publicity role, we would be delighted to hear from you.  You can find out more about the roles by speaking to Richard or Bill.  It would be helpful if anyone considering standing could let me know please. 
Norman Wragg.

Treasurer’s Report

Happy New Year to you all and hopefully you all had a good Christmas.  Nothing exceptional to report other than to say all the fundraising ideas were really appreciated throughout last year and what a busy year it was.  Lots of activity created some surprising ideas.  Please build on this for the years ahead and feed your ideas into our Fundraising Sub-Committee.

Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. 
Name: Braille Chess Association; 
Sort Code: 405240; 
Account Number: 00082456. 
If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. AGM Derby 08.

Fundraising sub-committee report:  All fundraising from charitable trusts, companies and individuals have continued apace. The donations and fundraising efforts continue to allow the levels of activity witnessed over recent times. The fundraising successes are once again down to the efforts and hard work of Julia Scott the BCA’s professional fundraiser and I know you will join me in wishing Julia and her family a Happy New Year.

Thank you to all once again for your continued support. Your number remains in the draw unless you have been advised otherwise. If I could remind those of you who pay by cheque to send it to me direct, it would help with administration. 
Richard Kidals, BCA Treasurer, B.A. (Hons), ACMA. FCIS.

Tournament Director’s Report

Congratulations to Derek Spink who wins the ladder table for 2007 with an impressive 21 points.  Derek has supported the competition for many years.  Well done Derek.  New results for the ladder table should be sent to me by e-mail mark.hague@justice.gov.uk or by phone on 0207-834-1742 and you can leave any results on my answer machine.  Remember results can also be from e-mail games as well as friendly postal games.

39th BCA Championship.

Premier Group: Group Leader David Hodgkins

McElroy - Way 0-1 Ruy Lopez 29

Cohn - Way 0-1 King's Indian 54

Bryant - Cohn 0.5-0.5 Sicilian 31

Whittle - Wall 0-1 Colle 51

Scores: Way 7-7, Wall 2-3, O'Brien 1-2, McElroy 0-1, Whittle 0-2, Hodgkins 0-2, Bryant 0.5-2, Cohn 0.5-3.

Group A: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Phillips - Davey 1-0 Queen's Pawn 20

Bishop - Patching 0.5-0.5 Irregular 38

S. Brown - Bishop 1-0 King's Gambet 45 

Patching - Brown 0-1 Queens Gambit 24

Scores: Phillips 3-3, S. Brown 3-4, Bishop 1-3, Patching 0.5-2, Wickett 0.5-3, Davy 0-1. 

Group B: Group Leader Mark Hague

Mike Hague - Atherton 0-1 King's Pawn 42

Mark Hague - Mike Hague 0-1 Queen's Pawn 47

Gallacher - Atherton  0.5-0.5 Queen's Pawn 32

Gallacher - Spink 1-0 Unknown

Gallacher - Rees 1-0 Unknown

Spink - Rees 0-1 Irregular37

Rees - Mark Hague 0-1 Irregular 36

Scores: Atherton 2.5-3, Mike Hague 2-3, Mark Hague 3-4, Gallacher 2.5-5, Rees 1-4, Spink 0-4.

BCA League
League Division 1: Group Leader David Hodgkins

Gibbs - Schaefer 0.5-0.5 Unknown

Scores: McElroy 4.5-5, Hodgkins 4-5, Bryant 2.5-5, Schaefer 2.5-5,  Gibbs 1.5-5, Mike Hague 0-5. 

League Division 4: Group Leader Gary Wickett

Richardson - Davy 0.5-0.5 Unknown

Scores: Bishop 5-5, Wickett 3-5, Cuthbert 3-5, Townshend 2.5-5, Davy 1-5 Richardson 0.5-5. 

Ladder table - Results taken from informal e-mail competition started October 2007
Irving - Long 0-1 Irregular 25

Murphy - Cohn 1-0

Lovell - Thacker 1-0 French defence 24

Irving - Thacker 1-0 Sicilian 22

Dicey - Long 1-0 Irregular 13

Dicey - Lovell 0-1 Irregular 48
Leading Scorers: Bryant 14, Sobers 12, Patching 8, Hodgkins 6, Atherton 5. 
Mark Hague.

Membership Secretary’s Report

The committee have decided that, as it is our 75th anniversary, they would offer life membership at a reduced rate of £50.00 as from 1 March 2007 to 30 September 2008.  If anyone who is not already a life member wishes to take advantage of this, all they need to do is to forward a cheque made payable to the Braille Chess Association (BCA) either to myself or our treasurer, Richard Kidals.

The following have allowed their membership to become lapsed: Roy Gray, Kenny Harman and Dean Hartley.

It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:  If anyone has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you have a change of address, however slight, or if you require to change the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

Obviously it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of media.

Deceased member: 
Tom Barbour (Braille), deceased 24 December 2007. 
Roy Green (Braille).

Report on the BCA Team in the BCCL

Our team in the British Correspondence Chess League (BCCL) in 2007 played in the premier division and we have maintained our place in this division for the 2008 season.

The BCA team in 2007 scored six points out of a possible sixteen, obtaining four wins and four draws. 
Individual scores were as follows:

Board 1, Duncan Chambers, 1.5 from 2;

Board 2, Peter Gibbs, 1.5 from 2;

Board 3, Steve Hilton, 0 from 2;

Board 4, Les Whittle, 1.5 from 2;

Board 5, Michael McGuigan, 0 from 2;

Board 6, Alec Crombie, 0 from 2;

Board 7, David Hodgkins, 1.5 from 2;

Board 8, Norman Andrews, 0 from 2.

Competition was strong with some of our teams facing IMs.

Our team for the 2008 competition is the same except that John Wall has replaced Steve Hilton on board 3.  By the time you read this article the 2008 competition will have started.  We are hoping to make a better challenge next year.

At the end of this report there are a couple of games from the 2007 competition.

If anybody is interested in competing in the BCCL 2009 competition or in taking over the captaincy from myself, please do not hesitate to contact me at: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN, telephone 01926 425803. 
David Hodgkins, Team Captain.
D. Beresford - P. Gibbs (board 2, French)

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nd2 c5 4 exd5 Qxd5 5 Ngf3 cxd4 6 Bc4 Qd6 7 0-0 Nf6 8 Nb3 Nc6 9 Re1 Bd7 10 Nxd4 Nxd4 11 Qxd4 Qxd4 12 Nxd4 Bc5 13 Nb3 Bb6 14 Bf4 Rc8 15 Bd3 Ba4 16 Bd6 Kd7 17 Ba3 Rhd8 18 Rad1 Ke8 19 Bb4 Rd5 20 c4 Rd7 21 Rd2 Rcd8 22 Bf1 Bxb3 23 Rxd7 Nxd7 24 axb3 Nc5 25 Bc3 Nxb3 26 Bxg7 Rd2 27 Re2 Rd1 28 Bc3 Bd4 29 Bxd4 Nxd4 30 Re3 Rb1 31 f4 Rxb2 32 Rh3 a5 33 Rxh7 Nc2 34 Bd3 Ne3 35 Rg7 Rd2 36 Be4 b6 37 c5 bxc5 38 Rg3 Nd5 39 Bxd5 exd5 40 h4 Rd4 41 h5 Rxf4 42 h6 Rh4 43 Rd3 Rxh6 44 Rxd5 Rc6 45 Kf1 a4 46 Rd3 Re6 0-1.

D. Hodgkins - M. J. Gifford (board 7, Ruy Lopez)

1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bb5 Nge7 4 d3 d6 5 Bg5 Bd7 6 c3 a6 7 Ba4 h6 8 Be3 b5 9 Bc2 Na5 10 b4 Nb7 11 d4 Bg4 12 dxe5 Bxf3 13 Qxf3 dxe5 14 Bb3 f6 15 0-0 c6 16 Rd1 Qc7 17 Nd2 c5 18 a4 c4 19 Bc2 Qb8 20 Nf1 Qc8 21 Ng3 Rb8 22 axb5 axb5 23 Sf5 Nxf5 24 Qh5+ Ke7 25 Qxf5 Qxf5 26 exf5 Kf7 27 Be4 Nd6 28 Bd5+ Ke8 29 Be6 Be7 30 Bc5 Nc8 31 Rd5 Bxc5 32 bxc5 Rf8 33 Rad1 Ne7 34 Rd6 h5 35 c6 Nxc6 36 Rxc6 Rd8 37 Rxd8+ Kxd8 38 Rc8+ Ke7 39 Rxf8 Kxf8 40 Bd7 b4 41 cxb4 c3 42 Ba4 Ke7 43 Kf1 1-0

Six Nations Tournament, 2007

The 19th Six Nations Tournament was held in Bad Meinberg, Germany, from 3 to 7 October, 2007.  The venue was a holiday home for the visually impaired and the setting was very pleasant.  The accommodation, food and playing conditions were extremely good. 

Our party met up at Birmingham International Airport.  The team was comprised of Steve Hilton, Colin Chambers, Les Whittle and David Hodgkins.  Due to circumstances beyond her control, my wife, Barbara Chambers, had to withdraw from our party.  This left Moira Whittle as our only guide and Moira more than rose to the occasion.

Unfortunately, Bad Meinberg was not the easiest place to reach.  However, thanks to a great deal of travel help from Christine and Ludwig Beutelhoff we made the round trip without problems.

The six countries previously involved in the tournament were Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, Switzerland and the Netherlands.  However, on this occasion, France was replaced by Sweden.  This substitution will probably become permanent. 

The tournament commenced on Thursday, 4th October.  In round 1 G.B. lost 4 – 0 to Germany, but in round 2 G.B. beat Belgium 2.5 – 1.5.  The tournament continued on Friday.  In round 3 G.B. drew 2 – 2 with the Netherlands. On Friday afternoon, we enjoyed a tour of the area in a horse drawn covered wagon and the commentary made this very enjoyable.

On Saturday the tournament concluded.  In round 4 G.B. lost 2.5 – 1.5 against Sweden, and in round 5 G.B. beat Switzerland 3 – 1.  Every country’s position was decided by the tie break.  The final standings:

Germany 9 match points 16.5 board points

Sweden 9 match points 15 board points

The Netherlands 5 match points 11 board points

Great Britain 5 match points 9 board points

Belgium 1 match point 5 board points

Switzerland 1 match point 3.5 board points.

The individual Great Britain scores: Steve Hilton 0.5, Colin Chambers 3, Les Whittle 3, David Hodgkins 2.5.

Two players achieved 100% scores, Markus Berggren (Sweden) on board 1 and Hans Jagdhuber (Germany) on board 4.

The next Six Nations Tournament is likely to be in Belgium in 2009.

The other members of the team asked me to captain the side and this was not a difficult job.  I received full support from all team members and Moira Whittle made sure that we were all on parade in good time for the start of each match.  Our final standing was possibly a little disappointing.  This was due in part to the fact that Steve Hilton had just returned from an arduous tournament in Poland and was exhausted.  Nevertheless, we all thoroughly enjoyed the tournament and our visit to Germany. 
Colin Chambers. 

75th Anniversary Tournament 2007

There were two highlights of the BCA’s year in 2007, the European Individual Championships in Durham where our elite players had a chance to shine, and the Autumn International Tournament in Solihull held from 9th to 11th November 2008, which was intended as the main celebration event for everyone.  Although some experienced significant travelling difficulties because of traffic jams and railway signalling problems (nothing new there), the celebratory atmosphere was in no way dampened and everyone arrived in time to get some dinner, though the first round did start half an hour late.

There was an unusually large turn out with Rob van Aurich joining us from Holland and many of our friends in the Republic of Ireland putting in an appearance as well.  Quinn Stenson, Thomas Kenealy and Ian Clugston were all playing in their first tournament.  Both the open and minor sections of the chess event had more players in them than any other event I had attended (26 in the open and 22 in the minor).

The chess was essentially light-hearted.  The time limit was all moves in an hour for each player and games were not graded.  One player told me that he had offered his opponent a draw even though he was winning both on the board and on the clock “because it had been such a good game and it was a shame for someone to lose it”.

Because Tyson was helping out behind the scenes rather than playing, most people expected Colin Crouch to emerge the clear winner after his outstanding performance at the British Championships, but because Colin had a surprise draw in round 2 it was Chris Ross who was half a point ahead of everyone after three rounds; Chris had had three straight wins.  However Chris faltered in round 4 while Graham won his game to join him in first place on 3.5 points; Colin was still half a point behind on 3.  In the final round Graham and Chris had a fairly rapid draw while Colin won which meant that Chris, Graham and Colin all shared first place with 4 points.

In the minor section, it was Richard Kidals and Orlando Sobers who set the pace early on with three straight wins each. Richard won their game in round 4 and cemented his win with a fifth round draw, although had he faltered Mark Kirkham, George Phillips, Jim Cuthbert and Orlando could all have caught him.

On the Saturday night we had a celebration dinner with a free glass of wine.  Alec made a speech in which he highlighted qualities which he regarded as key to the association’s success, study which had enabled some of our players to defeat grandmasters and service which ensured that the association kept running and was able to put on events.  Stan received a bottle of port and Jan a pendant for organising the European Championship and for their exceptional service to the BCA.

Thanks are due to Stan and Jan for organising yet another successful tournament, Sheila who organised another raffle, to Les and Moira who were selling tickets for an external raffle as another fundraising effort (see the letter from Les further on in the gazette), and to Julie, Peter and Gerry for being our tournament arbiters.  The hotel seemed a successful venue as well, with helpful staff and, for some lucky people, executive standard rooms (at least one person had a small fridge with all sorts of drinks and complimentary chocolate in it!) I for one would be happy to go back there, and not just because I happened to have a small fridge in my room with all sorts of drinks and complimentary chocolate in it --

Those not on the BCA’s email user group might not know that the tournament was mentioned in the English Chess Federation’s official magazine Chess Moves in an article entitled ’75 and still growing’.  Peter Gibbs mentioned that pictures of Colin Crouch, Graham Lilley, Steve Thacker and Orlando Sobers appeared on the front page, and John Wall has the full text of the article.

Scores. Open section: Crouch, Ross and Lilley 4, Armstrong and Hilton 3.5, Cole, Chambers, Burnell, Loftus and McElroy 3, Gallagher, Whittle, Keating, Hodgkins, Thacker and van Aurich 2.5, Crombie, Lovell, Murphy, Whitehouse and Plechaty 2, Wragg and Gordon 1.5, Waters, Casey and Smith 1. Chris won on the tie-break.  The grading prize for group A was shared by Ernie McElroy and Sean Loftus, while the prize for group B was shared between Steve Thacker and Rob van Aurich.

Minor section: R. Kidals 4.5, Phillips, Sobers and Kirkham 4, Perham and Wickett 3.5, Cuthbert, Osborne, Green and Patching 3, Gailans, Hall and Hall 2.5, C. Brown, R. Brown and S. Saunders 2, Harrington, Clugston and Stenson 1.5, Kenealy and A. Saunders 1, Talbot 0. John Osborne, Edward Green and Geoff Patching shared the grading prize for group A; Dorothy Hodges was sole winner of the grading prize for group B. 
Guy Whitehouse.

BCA in Mainstream Events

My November article has raised some response from those interested in greater support for BCA members in mainstream chess.  Most significantly, Stan Lovell and I have been formulating a much more ambitious proposal than my original scheme for congress novices.  This would involve those who are already familiar figures on the mainstream chess circuit but who do not currently receive any BCA funding at international events.  This will be brought to the AGM in more detail in March, but broadly the idea is that individuals should be subsidised up to £100 and up to £200 for a congress novice and his supportive friend.

This would spread the benefits of BCA funds more evenly throughout the association.  We would see the total expense capped at £3000 in the first year.  If demand were very high from individuals, the £100 or £200 ceilings might be lowered to keep within this limit.  Stan favours some developments encouraging grass roots players to play in foreign events, but initially we would focus on domestic weekend and longer events. 
Bill Armstrong.

Les’s and Moira’s Raffle

Les Whittle writes: “My sincere thanks to those members who bought raffle tickets from Moira or myself.  A cheque for £260 will be sent to the BCA at the end of January.  I had six winners, two of whom were Ernie McElroy and Garry Wickett.  My grateful thanks once again.”

Obituary

Stan Lovell writes: Tom Barbour died in hospital on Christmas Eve 2007 aged 80.  Tom was taken into hospital during the night of 23rd-24th December suffering with a heart attack and died a few hours later.

Tom attended several of our chess events during recent years.  He particularly enjoyed social events such as the minor Tournament - as it was - and the Theme Breaks run by Peter and Celia Gibbs.  Tom will be remembered more for his musical ability and for his warmth and kindness than for his chess ability.  Tom had many friends and he was always ready to offer encouragement, friendship and support to those who needed it.

The BCA was just one of the many organisations that benefitted from Tom's support including: the Visually Impaired Musicians Association (VIMA), the National Federation of the Blind (NFB), Guide Dogs, British Wireless for the Blind Fund and his church. Tom was a devout Roman Catholic and played the organ at Sacred Heart Church, Middlesbrough for sixty years.  It was in this Church that Tom's funeral service was held on Monday 7th January 2008.  He will be greatly missed by his many friends and admirers.

Lilian McCarthy has kindly allowed me to include extracts from a tribute she prepared for some of the many associations who benefitted from his support: “I always found Tom to be fair, kind, considerate and caring.  Always there for me through thick and thin, always ready with a sympathetic ear or ready to share in my joys.  Tom hated injustice and would always stand up for anyone whom he felt had been unfairly treated.  He had a constant desire to keep learning and always enrolled at Middlesbrough College for some course or other and I have no doubt he would have done so again this year if he had lived.”


