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Editorial

As you will see, this is quite a large gazette so very little from me.  I hope you all enjoyed the festive season and are looking forward to a positive 2007 both on and off the chess board. 

My usual thanks to anyone who has contributed to the costs of the production of this gazette. 
Finally copy for the May gazette needs to reach me by 8th April. 
Guy Whitehouse.

Forthcoming Events

2/4 March 2007. Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress. Midland Hotel, Derby. 
The Annual General Meeting will take place on Saturday 3 March from 2pm. 
This issue of the BCA gazette is due to reach you some three weeks after the closing date for entries to this event. Any late entries are advised to contact the organiser, Stan Lovell, without delay. Entry fee £10.  Accommodation sharing a twin or double room £40 per person per night.  The single rate is £45 per person per night including dinner, bed and breakfast.  Late booking charge £6 per person.

4/11 April 2007. British Championship for the Blind.  Tralee Hotel, Westcliffe Road, Bournemouth.  
Entry fee to the championship event and to the minor event £10.  Accommodation for members and associate members of the BCA £230 per person for the seven days.  These rates include dinner, bed and breakfast.  The rate for those who are not members of the BCA and for those who stay fewer than the seven days is £37.50 per person per night.  Late booking charge £6 per person. 
Again it is likely you will receive this issue of the BCA gazette after the closing date for entry to this event.  You should be able to secure a place if you contact the organiser, Stan Lovell, without further delay.  In addition to determining who will be the British champion for the next two years, this event will also be used to assist in the qualification process for official UK candidates in the European Individual Championship which will take place in Durham from 13th to 24th August 2007. 
As reported in the November issue, we are confident that the Tralee Hotel will prove to be a fine venue both for the serious chess players and for those who wish to mix their chess with a holiday.

13/24 August 2007.  European Individual Championship for the Blind.  St. Aidan’s College, Durham.

This is a nine round event in which countries from all over Europe are invited to send their top players and in which other players from all countries may participate.  At the BCA AGM 2006 it was announced that the UK will offer financial support to five players who will be selected after the British Championship according to the procedures we use for selection to the Olympiad and other major events.  These procedures were given in a previous issue of this magazine.  Other members of the BCA may enter at their own expense. 
The cost for eleven nights’ accommodation at St. Aidan’s College is £583 in a single or twin room with full en suite facilities.  These rooms will be allocated firstly to official participants.  In addition to the en suite rooms there are some basic rooms of a high standard with their own wash basin and a fridge and a good number of bathrooms conveniently situated in nearby corridors.  This accommodation is priced at £473 for the eleven nights.  All prices include dinner, bed, breakfast and a light lunch. 
Bookings from UK members must be confirmed by 31 May 2007.  A full programme will be sent to all participants nearer the time.

Organisers of the above events: Stan and Jan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL, telephone 01642 775668.  E-mail enquiries concerning the European Championship to n.wragg@braillechess.org.uk.

9/11 November 2007. 75th Anniversary BCA International Autumn Tournament. Holiday Inn, Solihull.  Further details including the rates for accommodation will be announced at the AGM on 3 March 2007 and also in the May issue of the BCA gazette. 
Many of those who attended the event held at this hotel in October have told us it was one of the best venues we have used.  This increases our confidence that this will be a very suitable venue for our celebration.  Set these dates aside in your diary as this will be an event not to be missed.

Booking conditions. 
VH UK residents under the age of 21 participating in BCA events receive free entry and free accommodation. 
Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or B.C.A. Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Postdated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings received after the advertised closing date are subject to a £6 late booking penalty and are accepted subject to the discretion of the tournament organiser. 
Those booking on-line or by telephone banking must ensure their payment is cleared by the closing date and must inform the treasurer and tournament organiser. 
Those booking extra nights are requested not to send payment for the extra nights to BCA as this should be paid to the hotel.  It is, however, necessary for them to inform the tournament organiser in order that their rooms may be reserved. 
Special requests for room requirements etc. should be made to the tournament organiser and not to the hotel. 
The BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs. 
Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA. 
Name: Braille Chess Association; Sort Code: 405240; Account Number: 00082456. 
If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. Solihull tournament 2006. 
Stan Lovell.

Junior BCA

Since "Junior BCA" was instituted and given a special place in our constitution, successive BCA Committees have striven to attract more young members.  At present we have just 14 juniors representing some 7 percent of the overall membership.  What these members have in common is that they are under 21, and currently by resolution they enjoy free membership of BCA plus free entry and accommodation at official BCA UK events. 
Of late our policy of targeting schools has had some pleasing individual results.   In addition we are currently trying some fresh and wider initiatives.  Yet we seem to hit a recurring problem, that of the promising youngster with whom we lose touch round about the time he or she completes further education. 
So, we would like to hear from our members.  Do you agree we should extend Junior BCA?  To focus the question we will table the following motion at the AGM on March 3, 2007, "Resolved that clause 5b of the constitution be amended to read "... Membership of Junior BCA will be open to any visually-handicapped person under the age of Twenty-five ..." the remaining wording of clause 5b to remain unchanged. 
It is an inspiration to have such a young talent as Chris Ross in our ranks.   Let's have more! 
Alec Crombie.

Notes from the Secretary

The IBCA World Individual Chess Championship for blind and partially sighted players took place in Goa, India, in October 2006.  There were two BCA players in the tournament, Chris Ross taking his place as the reigning British Champion and Steve Hilton who funded himself.  Congratulations to both players for their very good performances.  You can read a report from Chris elsewhere in this Gazette.  Thanks are due to International Master Chris Beaumont for standing in at short notice to act as coach. 
The next major international event will be the IBCA European Individual Championship which will take place at St Aidan’s College, Durham, in August next year and will be part of our 75th anniversary celebrations.  Stan and Jan Lovell are the main organisers but they are being supported by a small coordinating committee.  Invitations were sent out in September to all the eligible countries and we are now awaiting the responses.  
The arbiters for the tournament will be Gerry Walsh (senior arbiter), Peter Gibbs, Julie Leonard and Hugo Roman from Belgium.  Tyson Mordue will lead the team producing the daily bulletins, with Hans Cohn having special responsibility for Braille copies.  A very big thank you must go to our fundraiser, Julia Scott, who is doing an excellent job in raising the money for the event. 
We are always delighted to welcome new members to our Association.  Joining us at the end of 2006 as a full member was Colin Crouch who becomes our very first International Master.  Colin has very kindly volunteered to help BCA members with their chess and we shall be in discussion with him to decide how best this can be achieved. 
We would like to extend a big welcome to our new volunteer reader of the Chess Columns, Ray Pomeroy who is settling in well and doing a great job.  Indeed, as we move into our 75th anniversary year it is fitting to acknowledge the tremendous help and support we receive from so many people including sponsors, guides, associate members, arbiters, stewards, readers – or just plain good friends!  We are truly grateful to you all! 
Norman Wragg.

Treasurer’s Report

Happy New Year to You All and hopefully you all had a good Christmas.  Now down to business.  Banking details for those who may wish to make a telephone or internet banking payment to the BCA: 
Name: Braille Chess Association; Sort Code: 405240; Account Number: 00082456. 
If you choose this method of payment please add a simple description indicating what you are paying for, e.g. AGM Derby 07. 
Income and expenditure for the year ended 30th September will be reported in the AGM Papers.  Successes are very much down to the efforts and focus of our professional fundraiser Julia Scott.  Of course I look forward to another positive year through to September 2007 and the next Fundraising sub-committee report. 
I can report that the first quarter has got off to a strong start on the fundraising front.  This is once again down to the activities of Julia Scott and we are also beginning to see funds in from Members Fundraising Activities and it was especially pleasing to yet again receive funds from the Solihull Raffle and I thank all involved but particularly Sheila Milsom and Peter Gibbs for their endeavours in this regard. 
A reminder again to contact either myself or Julia if you think of or know about a potential donor. 
Of course if you have any other issue which is of concern about fundraising; as the chair of the fundraising sub committee, you are most welcome to write to me or e-mail or send a taped message.  I will endeavour to respond promptly. 
To remind you once again, an idea does not necessarily have to be a money-raising idea but might help by raising the BCA’s profile or by encouraging new members to join.  Effectively we continue to reap some benefits even if not always in the form of currency. 
Regarding subscriptions update. I owe once again a huge thanks for the efforts afforded to the collection of £7 subs by David Hodgkins.  Please pay subs without the need for prompting as it is mentioned in these pages when they are due. 
Millennium Prize Draw.  Recent winners include: 
April A. Davey, no. 59; 
May Geraldine Gailans, no. 69; 
June B. Perham, no. 65; 
July P. Gibbs, no. 68; 
August Gwen Lilley, no. 40; 
September D. Hodges, no. 71; 
October R Waters no. 72; 
November J Gallagher no. 58; 
December Dr R Murphy no. 43. 
Thank you to all once again for your continued support.  Your number remains in the draw unless you have been advised otherwise.  If I could remind those of you who pay by cheque to send it to me direct; it would help with administration. 
Finally, I look forward to the AGM in a few weeks time. 
Richard Kidals, BCA treasurer.

Membership Secretary’s Report

It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines. 
If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA or you simply have a change of address, however slight, or if you require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425803, or by writing to 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN. 
Obviously, it is up to those playing correspondence chess to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or to their use of media. 
As at 31st December 2006, the following members have allowed their membership to lapse: Laura Busbridge, Peter Cloudsdale, Ian Corfield, Alan Dyte, George Foster, Brian Goodwin, Carmel Hazell, G. Pennington, Martin Pugh, Trisha Talbot and Margaret Townshend.  Sadly we also have a deceased member, Torie Fesche (Braille user). 
David Hodgkins.

Tournament Director’s Report

Congratulations to David Hodgkins who has won the ladder competition for 2006.  This is the second time he has won the competition.  Well done David.  If anyone would be interested in playing friendly games for the ladder competition please contact me and I’ll put you in contact with other players.  If anyone has any comments about how the popularity of the postal chess competitions could be increased or if you think any changes to the postal rules would benefit the competition please let me have your views.  This is your chance to have your say! 
38th BCA Championship. 
Premier Group: Group Leader Guy Whitehouse (now David Hodgkins): 
McElroy - Cohn 0.5-0.5 Unknown 43 (Adjudicated) 
In the above fascinating double rook end game white had a material advantage of 2 pawns but Black had too many back rank threats to prevent white from forcing a win.  Thank you to Peter Gibbs for adjudicating this interesting game.  This result makes Hans Cohn the clear runner up in the 38th championship.  Congratulations to Hans.
Scores: Wall 6.5-7, Cohn 6-7, Whittle 5-7, McElroy 4-7, Bryant 2-7, O'Brien 1.5-7, Patching 1.5-7, Mike Hague 1.5-7. 
BCA League
League Division 1: Group Leader David Hodgkins
Mike Hague - David Gibbs 0-1 Caro Kann 26
Hodgkins - Bryant 1-0 Ruy Lopez 33
Scores: McElroy 2-2, Hodgkins 1-1, Gibbs 1-1, Bryant 1-2, Schaefer 0-1, Mike Hague 0-3
League Division 2: Group Leader Sean O'Brien
Gallacher - S Brown 1-0 Unknown
O'Brien – Gallacher 1-0 31 Sicilian
Spink - O'Brien 0.5-0.5 Queens pawn 57
Atherton - Gallacher 0.5-0.5 Unknown
Scores: Crombie 2.5-3, Atherton 2.5-3, Gallacher 2.5-5, S Brown 1.5-3, O'Brien 1.5-3, Spink 0.5-5. 
League Division 3: Group Leader Mark Hague
Mark Hague - Patching 0.5-0.5 Queens pawn gambit declined 33
Rees - Mark Hague 0-1 Sicilian 33
Scores: Patching 3.5-4, Mark Hague 3.5-4, Rees 1-3, Price 1-3, McTavish 0-4
N.B Due to health reasons Neville McTavish has resigned his 3 remaining games. 
League Division 4: Group Leader Peter Price
Cuthbert - Bishop 0-1 Irregular 51
Scores: Bishop 4-4, Wickett 2-4, Cuthbert 1-2, Richardson 0-2, Townshend 0-2.
Friendlies:
Hodgkins - McGuigan 0.5-0.5 Caro-Kann 29
Hodgkins – Atherton 1-0 Kings pawn 43
Hodges -  Ryan 0-1 Ruy Lopez
Leading Scorers at 31/12/06: Hodgkins 23, Spink 21, Bryant 14, Sobers 10, McTavish 10. Mark Hague
Diamond Jubilee Quiz

Rules and regulations: As one of the events of the year I have agreed to use my considerable amount of material to run a quiz to which the committee have agreed. 
All paid-up members of the BCA are eligible. The prizes are £50, £30 and £20 to the three with the best score. The solution given in the source will be the one that counts. 
This is a quiz with a difference: All positions are taken from games actually played. You will usually be asked two questions, the first testing your skill in assessing the position given, the second asking you to choose the right continuation from the proffered options, but you will only score top marks if you give a line for the rejected options. The number of points awarded for each correct answer is given at the end of each question. 
The closing date is June 30th and the winners will be announced at the autumn tournament. The questions will be repeated in the May gazette, but make sure to keep a copy because they will not be repeated when the solutions are published in the February 2008 gazette. 
Your answers should be sent to me, Hans Cohn, in Braille, on compact cassette or by e-mail, in that order of preference. 
I hope you will all have a try; any sense of inferiority should be balanced by the knowledge that even the players did not always find the right continuation.  You will have the advantage of being ‘programmed’ by the knowledge that the position in front of you marks the critical point of the game, and a special effort, not always drastic, is required to exploit it.  At the very least a through study of the positions, together with the solutions which will be quoted in full, should heighten your understanding of the strategy and tactics of chess.

Position 1. 
White: Kg1, Qe3, Rc1, Re2, Ba5, Na2, pawns f2, h3, a4, g4, e5; 
Black: Kg8, Qd5, Rc8, Rd8, Bb3, Bg7, pawns b7, e7, f7, h7, g6. 
Question 1.  Is Black winning, equal or better? (1 point). 
Question 2.  Should Black play 1 –Bxa2 or 1 –Re8? (1 point, 4 moves). 
Position 2.  

White: Kf2, Qf6, Rb1, Nd4, Bg2, pawns h2, c2, g3, f4, e4; 
Black: Kg8, Qc3, Re8, Nc5, Be2, pawns f7, h7, g6, b5. 
Question 1.  Is Black equal, better or winning? (2 points). 
Question 2.  Should Black play 1 –Bc4, 1 –Nxe4 or 1 –Bg4? (4 points 6 moves). 
Position 3.  

White: Kd2, Rc8, pawns b3 and h3; 
Black: Kf4, Bd5, pawns g7, e5 and f3. 
Question 1.  Is Black equal, winning or losing? (3 points). 
Question 2.  Should Black play 1 –Be6 or 1 –Bxb3? (5 points 10 moves). 
Position 4. 
White: Kg1, Qd2, Rf1, Rh4, Bg2, Nc3, Ng3, pawns a2, b2, h3 d4 and e5; 
Black: Kg7, Qc4, Rb8, Rf8, Bc8, Nd7, Ne6, pawns b7, f7, c6, g6, a5 and h5. 
How does White, who is to move, clinch this position? (4 points). 
Position 5. 
White: Ke2, Qc8, Rg1, Be3, Nf3, pawns f2, h3 and b4; 
Black: Kh8, Qf7, Rf5, Nd5, Bf8, pawns h7, d6 and e5. 
How should White continue, 1 Bh6 or 1 Ng5? (4 points six moves). 
Position 6. 
White: Kg2, Qb3, Rf1, Bd2, Nf2, pawns b2, e3, f3, g3, h3 and d4; 
Black: Kg8, Qa8, Rb8, Bg7, Nd7, pawns f7, h7, e6, g6, b5 and d5. 
Question 1.  Is Black equal, winning or better? (1 point). 
Question 2.  How should Black continue, 1 –Bf8 or 1 –Nb6? (1 point). 
Position 7. 
White: Kg1, Na6, Nc3, pawns g2, h3, a3 and b4; 
Black: Ke5, Rf7, Bc6, pawns g6, h6, b5 and e4. 
Which is the strongest continuation for White: 1 Nc5, 1 a4 or 1 Kf2? (1 point). 
Position 8. 
White: Kg1, Qh5, Ra1, Rf1, Bd3, Be3, Nb3, Ne2, pawns h2, g2, c2, b2, a2, f4 and e4; 
Black: Kg8, Qc7, Ra8, Rf8, Bc8, Be7, Nc6, Ng6, pawns d7, f7, g7, h7, a6, e6 and b4. 
Black to move. 
Question 1.  Can Black repel White’s attack? (1 point). 
Question 2.  If the answer is yes, how should he do so? (5 points 8 moves). 
Position 9. 
White: Kg1, Qd1, Ra1, Rf1, Bc1, Bg2, Nf3, pawns h2, f2, a2, g3, d3, c3, e4 and c4; 
Black: Kg8, Ra8, Rd8, Bc8, Bf8, Nf6, Ng6, pawns a7, b7, c7, f7, d6, h6, e5 and g5. 
Question 1.  Can White exploit Black’s weakened kingside? (1 point). 
Question 2.  How should White continue, with the sharp 1 Ng5 or the quiet 1 h4? (3 points 5 moves). 
Position 10. 
White: Kg1, Qc2, Rf1, Rb7, Bc5, Bc4, pawns h2, g2, f2, d4, a4 and e5; 
Black: Kg8, Qc8, Re8, Rc6, Bg7, Bf3, pawns e7, f7, h7, a6, g6 and d5. 
Question 1. Is White’s position worse, better or winning? (2 points). 
Question 2. Should White play 1 gxf3, 1 Rb3 or 1 Rfb1? (3 points 3 moves). 
Position 11. 
White: Kg1, Qg3, Rf1, Re1, Bg2, Bg5, Nb3, Nd1, pawns a2, b2, c2, e4 and g6; 
Black: Kg8, Qc7, Rb8, Rd8, Bc8, Bf8, Ne7, Ne5, pawns g7, a6, d6, e6 and b4. 
Black to move, which is best: 1 –N7xg6, 1 –N5xg6 or 1 –Re8? (4 points 4 moves). 
Position 12. 
White: Kg1, Qh6, Rd1, Bb1, Bf8, pawns g2, b2, a2, h3 and c3; 
Black: Kg8, Qe5, Rb7, Be1, Bc6, pawns a7, e7, f7, h7, g6 and c5. 
White, who is to move, forces resignation in six.  It’s a few revenge checks White has to negotiate to win this. (6 points). 
Hans Cohn.

IBCA XI World Individual Championship, Goa 2006
A report from Chris Ross, with a game provided by Steve Hilton: 
On Friday 6th October, International Master Chris Beaumont and I flew to Goa via Mumbai to participate in the IBCA XI World Individual Championship for the visually impaired.  We stayed in a lovely hotel and were given all the best possible facilities.  We stayed until Thursday 19th October and played a 9 round Swiss tournament with a rest day on Saturday 14th. 
During the 9 rounds, I played some extremely strong opponents, especially from Cuba, Russia, Finland, Poland and Sweden.  Out of 31 countries, I was seeded 19th and ended up with 5.5/9, giving me joint 13th place and 17th on tie-break.  Although my personal target was to reach 6/9, I am not dissatisfied with my performance as I was out-rated by many of my opponents.  Indeed, due to my excellent performance, my rating has increased by 27 points. 
Vladimir Berlinski won the championship with 7.5/9 and I was fortunate enough to have a completely won position against him in round 3.  To my chagrin, I was unable to hold my nerve during the time scramble and succumbed to some very clever play by him.  Carlos Larduet, the Cuban number 1, came joint 2nd and I had the pleasure of holding him to a draw in round 2.  In round 9, I beat Jorgen Magnusson from Sweden, who was ranked the highest visually impaired player in the world until a few years ago.  All in all, I had a very fruitful and enjoyable tournament and I am sure that my experience will serve me well for the future.  I now set my sights on performing well in the European Individual Championships which are to be held in Durham in 2007.
To see a daily blog of my day-by-day commentary on the tournament, or to view comprehensive analysis of the games, please view the Braille Chess Association website at:
http://www.braillechess.org.uk/
Steve Hilton also participated in the event and scored a very commendable 4.5/9, scoring highly at his first major international tournament.  A break-down of my tournament is as follows: 
Round 1.  C. Ross (2129) 1-0 Makhsut Jumabekov (2313) [Kazahkstan]

Round 2.  Carlos Larduet (2308) [Cuba] 1/2-1/2 C. Ross (2129)
Round 3.  C. Ross (2129) 0-1 Vladimir Berlinsky (2301) [Russia] 
Round 4.  Elisabeth Fries (1831) [Germany] 0-1 C. Ross (2129)
Round 5.  C. Ross (2129) 0-1 Alexander Romanenkov (2234) [Russia]

Round 6.  Tonteri Ari (1975) [Finland] 0-1 C. Ross (2129)

Round 7.  C. Ross (2129) 1-0 Zadeh Leila Zare [Iran]

Round 8.  C. Ross (2129) 0-1 Tadeusz Zoltek (2239) [Poland]

Round 9.  Jorgen Magnusson (2315) [Sweden] 0-1 C. Ross (2129) 
The highlights of the tournament were my loss in round 3 against the eventual winner, Berlinski.  After having outplayed him entirely, I floundered in time pressure and missed the simplest of wins.  I give the game in full below.  My loss in round 5 can be put down to lack of experience with the IQP and similar with my loss in round 8 where I tried the castling queen’s variation of the queen’s gambit.  Both systems I am unfamiliar with and both proved not to be to my style.  My win in round 9 was of particular interest as a quick draw was on the cards but when Magnusson seemed intent on playing for the win, an intense and fascinating battle commenced.  I will give that game in more depth in the next gazette. 
C. Ross - Vladimir Berlinsky

1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 c5 3 d5 b5 4 Bg5
The line prepared by IM Chris Beaumont and myself, a line which is considered to be the most troubling for Black in this Blumfield-type position.  White is effectively looking for an advanced form of the Trompowski but where the pawn on b5 is left weakened. 
4 … Ne4 5 Bf4
The usual moves here are 5. Bh4 and 5. Nbd2.  This side-line has been tested out by no-less than Kasparov himself. 
5 … Bb7 6 a4
Certainly possible was 6 Qd3 Nf6 7 e4 with a big pawn centre but putting the question to the black queenside pawns is the usual way to treat this type of position. 
6 … a6 7 e3 c4? 
A huge surprise and even after move 7, Black could have made his losing move.  The queenside is now just collapsing for Black and the loose knight on e4 is just left hanging. 
8 axb5 axb5 9 Rxa8 Bxa8 10 Qd4! 
And amazingly, Black is dropping a piece.  If the knight on e4 retreats, 11. Qa7 is just winning the b8 knight. Black must go desperate now. 
10 … Qa5+ 11 c3 f5
Both knights are en prise.  Black goes pawn hunting for his piece now.  White must take up the challenge but his massive lead in development will ensure a pulling advantage. 
12 Bxb8 Qa1 13 Qd1 Qxb2 14 Be2 Nxc3 15 Nxc3 Qxc3+ 16 Nd2
Inaccurate, but still good for white.  16 Qd2 and recapturing on d2 with the king and marching it to c3 would just be over for Black as the pawns on the queenside are just too weak. 
16 … Bxd5 17 0-0 e6
White was threatening to win the bishop with 18 Nb1 but now white must play energetically to exploit his minor piece and the exposed nature of the black king. 
18 Nf3 Qb2 19 Be5 c3 20 Nd4 b4 21 Bh5+ Kd8 22 Nb5
There are strong arguments for 22 Qa4 with Qa2 being met by 23 Qb5 and after Qa7, white is still pressuring. However, the text move gives Black more things to think about. 
22 … Bc5 23 Bd4 
The critical position.  Unfortunately, I was already in some considerable time trouble at this point and invested a lot of time attempting to figure out the winning path.  I realised that the white queen belonged on a4, but after 23 Qa4, I simply thought that 23 … Qa2 would be good for him getting the queens off.  However, there is a very important factor in this position that, at the time, I failed to appreciate.  At any stage, I can chuck in Nxc3 and, after bxc3, I can throw in (if possible) Bxg7 and Bxc3 gaining all the material back for the sacked piece. 
Therefore 23 Qa4 Qa2 allows 24 Nxc3!, and after the exchange on a2, white can steal the g7 and c3 pawns.  With the black king being so wide open, he would be struggling to stay alive. 
23 … d6 24 Bf3
Certainly playable at any stage around here is the e3-e4 thrust, deflecting the f5 pawn away and allowing Qg4 ideas, i.e. 24 Bxc5 dxc5 25 e4 and Black has to consider carefully how to play on. 
24 …Qa2
Black did best to play 24 … Bb3 25 Qd3 Qc2 26 Qxc2 Bxc2 where white has nothing better than to give the piece back up on c3 and reach a level ending, perhaps a pawn down, but at least equal. 
25 Bxc5 dxc5 26 Bxd5 Qxd5 27 Qh5
And, suddenly, Black has got major problems. 
27 … c2
Black could have struggled more firmly with 27 … Ke7 28 Rd1 Qe5 29 Qg5+ Qf6 where white would have to rearrange his pieces with Qf4 etc. 
28 Qg5+ Kd7 29 Qxg7+ Kc6 30 Na7+ Kb6 31 Qxh8 Qd1
Black's final attempt to mix things up.  If 31 … Kxa7 32 Ra1+ Kb7 33 Qa8+ Kb6 34 Qa7+ Kc6 35 Qa4+ Kb6 36 Qxc2 and Black can resign. 
32 Qb8+ Ka6 33 Qb5+ Kxa7 34 Qxc5+??
The ultimate injustice has been done!  Black has amazingly escaped with a bizarre blunder by white. With seconds on the clock, I thought I would clean up the pawns and then get back to deal with the c2 pawn, not realising the over-loaded nature of the white queen on b2. 34 Qa4+ Kb6 35 Rxd1 cxd1-Q 36 Qxd1 would call for immediate resignation. 
34 … Ka6 35 Qc4+ Ka5 36 g3 Ka4
Incredibly, so surprisingly, Black has now equalised and is in fact holding! 
37 Qa2+?
37 Qa6+ Kb3 38 Qxe6+ Ka3 39 Qc4 b3 40 Qc3 Ka2 41 h3 b2 42 Qc4+ Kb1! 43  Qd3 Qxf1+ 44 Kxf1 Kc1 45 Qa3 Kb1 46 Qd3 is an amusing draw. 
37 … Kb5 38 Qb2 Kc4 39 Kg2 b3 
White is running short of moves. I cannot exchange queens because of the passed pawns so I try to make a passed pawn of my own which makes a fatal weakening. 
40 h3
40 Kg1 e5 41 f3 Qd3 42 Kg2 Qc3 43 Qa3 Qd2+ 44 Kh3 Qxe3 45 Qa4+ Kc3 and Black is playing for the win. 
40 … e5 41 h4
41 Kg1 probably holds because 41 … f4 42 exf4 exf4 43 gxf4 Qf3 44 Qf6 Qxh3 45 Re1 will force a draw. 
41 … h5 42 Kg1 f4! 43 exf4 exf4 44 Kg2 f3+ 45 Kg1 Kb4! 
Amazing, a zugzwang! 
46 g4 Qd7! 47 Ra1 Qxg4+ 48 Kf1 Qg2+ 49 Ke1 Qg1+ 50 Kd2 Qxf2+ 51 Kd3 Qe2+ 52 Kd4 Qc4+ 53 Ke3 Qc3+
White resigned.

S. Hilton - P. Berggren
1 d4 f5 2 Bg5
This move tries to highlight the weakening of the King's position from move 2. 
2 … Nf6 3 Bxf6 exf6 4 e3 d5 5 Bd3 c6 6 c3
A more aggressive try is 6 Qf3.  A model game in this variation showing the dangers that Black can face is the following, White has a won game after 12 moves. Vincent - Nethercot, USA, 1971: 1 d4 f5 2 Bg5 Nf6 3 Bxf6 exf6 4 e3 d5 5 Bd3 c6 6 Qf3 g6 7 h4 b6 8 h5 Bg7 9 hxg6 hxg6 10 Rxh8+ Bxh8 11 Ne2 Na6 12 Qh3 Kf7 13 Qh7+ Bg7 14 Nf4 g5 15 Qg6+ Kg8 16 Nh5 Qe7 17 Nxg7 Qxg7 18 Qe8+ Kh7 19 Bxa6 Bxa6 20 Qxa8 f4 21 Nd2 fxe3 22 fxe3 Qe7 23 0–0–0 1–0. 
6 … Na6 7 Nd2 Nc7 8 Ne2 b6 9 Ng3 g6 10 h4
After a few preparatory moves White decides to test the weakened kingside.  Questions should have been asked earlier about the kingside.  A weakness is not a weakness unless you attack it.  Remember what Nimzovitch said. If you know a man has a limp then don’t challenge him to an arm wrestling contest, challenge him to a race. 
Black should have used the time given by white to castle queenside. 
10 … Bd6 11 Qf3 Be6 12 h5 Ke7 13 0–0–0 c5 14 hxg6 hxg6 15 Rxh8 Qxh8 16 Rh1 Qg8 17 Ne2 c4
This is wrong. 17 … Re8 and run the King over to the queenside was indicated. 
18 Bc2 Qg7 19 Nf4 Bf7 20 g4
The critical attack begins, the shadow boxing is over. 
20 … fxg4 21 Qxg4 Rg8 22 e4 g5
Opening this diagonal and allowing the Bishop on c2 into the game is fatal.  When under pressure leave your pawns alone. 22 … Kd8 was a better try. 
23 Nxd5+ Nxd5 24 exd5 Bxd5
This blunder sums up Black's play in this game.  The rest is now quite easy. 
25 Rh7 Bf4 26 Rxg7+ Rxg7 27 Bf5 Rg8 28 Kc2 Rh8 29 Qe2+ Kd8 30 Nxc4 Re8 31 Ne3 g4 32 Qb5 Be6 33 Bxe6 Rxe6 34 Qd5+ Rd6 35 Qg8+ Kc7 36 Nd5+ 1–0

International Autumn Tournament 2006

This was held at the Holiday Inn, Solihull, from 27th-29th October. 
Peter Price writes, with chess comments and statistics kindly provided by Peter Gibbs: 
Writing an account of the above tournament in the first week of November, knowing it will not be read till February next year, presents the difficulty of reviving the memories of those who were present and gaining the interest of those who were not.  Keeping things interesting was a challenge also faced by the wife of King Henry VIII.  She succeeded; so, I hope, will I. 
Our party of 43 players, wives and friends, including 4 players from the Republic of Ireland, gathered at the hotel on the Friday afternoon and were greeted by great friendliness and efficiency from the staff.  Unfortunately, owing to circumstance, accident and ill health, we were deprived of the company of Jan and Stan Lovell, Roger Waters, Shirley Watkins and Edward Green.  These worthies were sadly missed.  Norman Wragg took charge of any necessary on-the-spot negotiations with hotel management. 
The Holiday Inn, recently refurbished and purchased from Moat House Hotels, was spacious and well-appointed. Rooms were clean and comfortable, although bathroom fittings might well have been better planned.  The Restaurant was light and airy, and the service was prompt and cheery.  In fact throughout the whole weekend the staff excelled themselves in giving those small touches of assistance when most needed.  During Friday dinner we were entertained to humorous but practical announcements concerning fire safety, evening programme and a request to keep to the same tables throughout the weekend so that staff might get to know us more easily.  Owing to the quirks of human nature, this last request was not adhered to. 
So to the serious business of round 1.  The tournament was the customary 5-round Swiss with 20 players in the open and 10 in the minor.  Lea Ryan was a welcome new entrant to the latter, having only recently taken up the game.  Results went much to form.  From there to the bar, chat, camaraderie and “I should have played -” 
On Saturday the choices at the self-service breakfast were breathtaking in their prodigious range.  Rounds 2 and 3 then followed. Paul Cumbers’ win in round 3 had a significant impact on the overall result of the tournament.  In the minor, Orlando Sobers was already showing his experience on 3 points. 
The big attraction outside the Holiday Inn was the Touchwood Shopping Centre, one of the finest in the UK.  This was an Aladdin’s cave to tempt especially the non-chess players, with a magnificent John Lewis’s as the jewel in the crown.  Some of our party would have gone home with laden luggage and less lucre! 
The ladies worked really hard to put together the bring and buy sale for Saturday evening.  This work required much stamina and sales skill, and the commitment shown by the organisers was praiseworthy, for there was so much on offer.  Those items which did not immediately sell were auctioned at the end of the evening with Peter Gibbs showing his amazing flair with voice and hammer.  The evening’s sale raised £220 for BCA funds. 
On Sunday morning the weather maintained its Indian summer brilliance, and, while round 4 was in progress, others were tempted to return to the shopping centre for its 11 o’clock opening.  As one member later pointed out to me, ‘the call of the church bells struggled to be heard above the clamour of the hordes of families queuing to pour into the Touchwood temple of trade’, accompanied of course by loud music.  How times have changed! 
 ‘Back to the game’, as they say; the end of round 4 saw the writer and Mark Kirkham lifted off the dreaded zero scores by dint of a hard-fought draw.  At the top end of the open there had been some keenly played matches but still no clear pointer to the winner. 
Before the final round Sheila Milsom, who once again had been tirelessly selling raffle tickets, showed great skill in running the draw and distributing 22 prizes.  The total raised was an impressive £120 for BCA funds: Thank you, Sheila.  While on the subject of raffles: Les and Moira Whittle were once again selling raffle tickets on behalf of the Morpeth Lions, proceeds of tickets they sell will go to BCA (see thank you note from Les and Moira at the end of this report). 
Round 5 and much to play for.  A complete list of results is given at the end of this report, but some fascinating features are worth noting.  Although Tyson Mordue and Paul Cumbers tied for first place on 4 points, it was Paul’s win in round 3 that enabled him to win the open on tie-break.  Congratulations to Paul for getting his name on to the trophy for the first time.  At the other end of the open Mark Kirkham continued his success with a good win against George Phillips – a seasoned campaigner - so giving Mark a respectable score. 
 The Birmingham duo of Orlando Sobers and Gary Wickett came first and second respectively in the minor. Orlando’s win was creditable but predictable, while Gary’s award of second prize in only his second tournament was greeted with much applause.  Lea with her 1 point made a promising start in tournament play. 
A sincere vote of thanks must go to Gerry Walsh and Peter Gibbs for controlling the tournament with quiet efficiency laced with touches of good humour. 
The Holiday Inn is a real find, surely a must for some future weekend event.  Jan and Stan are to be warmly thanked and congratulated on setting up the event and allowing us to enjoy one of our best weekends. 
Results. Open: Cumbers and Mordue 4; Armstrong, Lilley and Ross 3.5; Doyle, Hodgkins and Whittle 3; Burnell, Chambers, Loftus, Plechaty and Wragg 2.5; Casey and Smith 2; Gordon, Kirkham and Murphy 1.5; Phillips 1; Price 0.5. The grading prize was won by George Plechaty. 
Minor: Sobers 4.5; Wickett 3.5; Hague and Osborne 3; Cuthbert, Hall and Patching 2.5; Harrington and Hodges 1.5; Ryan 1. The grading prize was shared between Richard Harrington and Dorothy Hodges. 
Thank you note from Les and Moira: Once again may I take this opportunity to thank all those members who bought a raffle ticket from Moira and myself last October at Solihull.  Your generous support was much appreciated and enabled us to raise total amount of £200.  This sum will be paid to the BCA around the end of January.  We are pleased to report we had three winners two of whom were BCA members, John Osborne and Gary Wickett.  Sincere thanks again to you all. 
Irish Open Tournament

The Braille Chess Association of Ireland biennial open tournament took place this year from Friday, 15 to Monday, 18 September.  After an absence of 8 years we returned to Cork, the home city of our organiser and mentor, Barry O’Brien.  The venue was the Blarney Park Hotel, about 5 miles from the city centre.  On this occasion while the number of visiting players showed a slight increase with 7 travelling from England and 1 from Sweden, the number of Irish blind and visually impaired participants went down from 11 to 5.  For the most part it was family and other commitments which brought about this significant decrease in our numbers.  One who had every intention of participating was our Chairman, Eamonn Casey, but only 2 days before the tournament he was obliged to withdraw because of illness.  With the help of Barry O’Brien, 5 sighted players from the Cork area joined us to bring the number of participants up to 18. 
The tournament was played over 6 rounds according to the Swiss system.  Round 1 got under way at about eight o’clock on the Friday evening.  As usual in this type of event the higher rated players were paired off against those in the lower half of the draw.  In all cases the players with the higher gradings came out on top, but two of the Irish players, Michael Meaney and Shane Hall, battled on until close to the time control before losing out to their higher rated opponents.  In the second round, which took place on the Saturday morning, the winners from round one were matched up and here we had the first surprise result of the tournament.  This was a win for Barry Foran from Cork against Les Whittle (England).  Going into round 3, which was played in the afternoon, there were 3 others tying with Barry on full points.  These were Ernie McElroy and Philip Doyle (Ireland) and Richard Murphy (England).  Ernie and Philip both won their games and so, at the halfway stage of the tournament they shared the lead on 3 points, with Colin Chambers (England) just half a point behind. 
In round 4 on the Sunday morning the McElroy-Doyle encounter resulted in a draw.  Colin won his game, so this allowed him to join them in a tie for the lead on 3.5.  On 3 points was Olle Engstrom (Sweden).  In the afternoon Colin and Philip drew and Ernie got the better of Olle. 
Going into Monday morning’s final round Ernie led on 4.5 followed by Philip and Colin on 4. On 3.5 was Sean Loftus (Ireland).  The game between Ernie and Colin was soon drawn, so Philip knew he needed a win against Sean to join them in a tie for first place.  His plan of all-out attack proved to be somewhat ambitious, and he ended up on the losing side. 
Leading scores: McElroy 5,  Chambers, Loftus 4.5, Doyle, Plechaty, Coughlan 4. 
The first grading prize was won by Richard Murphy.  George Plechaty (England) shared the second grading prize with Ann Coughlan from Cork, and the third grading prize was won by Jim Cuthbert.  Jim has lived for many years in England, but he was born on this side of the Irish Sea.  Once again we must express our sincere thanks to our tournament controller, Tim Conlan.  Tim carried out the task in his usual calm and capable manner.  A special word also for local man, John Quigley, who assisted Tim during the weekend.  John is an experienced tournament controller in his own right and we are most grateful to him for giving up his time on our behalf. 
For those not playing chess there was a coach trip to Killarney organised by Barry O’Brien on the Saturday. Despite some heavy rain this outing was enjoyed by all. 
At dinner that evening we were honoured by the presence of the Lord Mayor of Cork, councillor Michael Ahern and his wife, Eileen.  Some photographs were taken and there were some words of welcome to the city of Cork by the Lord Mayor.  There were also expressions of thanks to both the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress for so willingly making themselves available to be with us.  Once the meal was over, the music got underway. The musicians were listed in the programme as Declan O’Keeffe and friend.  The friend turned out to be a lady with an excellent singing voice.  After dinner on the Sunday evening there was the customary informal sing-along which again brought the final evening of the weekend to a most pleasant conclusion. 
 In addition to those already mentioned, special words of gratitude are due to Barry O’Brien and his Wife, Mary, and also to Noreen Cleary.  Their involvement and commitment ensured that everything ran smoothly so that this year’s tournament was another outstanding success. 
Sean Loftus.

The BCCL Competition 2006

Our team in the British Correspondence Chess League (BCCL) managed to retain its position in the championship division, but only just. 
The BCA team only managed to score 3 out of 16 points, obtaining 6 draws.  I should think that it is the first time ever that we have failed to win a game.  There were, however, some sterling performances, notably from Duncan Chambers obtaining 2 draws on board 1 and from Peter Gibbs obtaining a draw on board 2.  Our other points came on boards 6, 7 and 8. The results for the team were as follows: 
Board 1 – Duncan Chambers 1 point from 2;

Board 2 – Peter Gibbs 0.5 from 2;

Board 3 – Steve Hilton 0 from 2;

Board 4 – Les Whittle 0 from 2;

Board 5 – Michael McGuigan 0 from 2;

Board 6 – Alec Crombie 0.5 from 2;

Board 7 – David Hodgkins 0.5 from 2;

Board 8 – Norman Andrews 0.5 from 2. 
Our team for the 2007 competition is the same and by the time you read this article the new competition will have started.  We are hoping to make a better challenge this year.  At the end of this report is one of Peter Gibbs’s games. 
If anybody is interested in playing for the BCA team in the 2008 competition, then do not hesitate to contact me at: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN, telephone 01926 425803. David Hodgkins, team captain. 
P. Gibbs (BCA) – A. Sutton (Sheffield B), British Correspondence Chess League championship division, 2006.

1 d4 d5 2 c4 dxc4 3 Nf3 Nf6 4 e3 e6 5 Bxc4 c5 6 0-0 a6 7 a4 Nc6 8 Qe2 cxd4 9 Rd1 Be7 10 exd4 0-0 11 Nc3 Nb4 12 Ne5 Bd7 13 Bg5 Rc8 14 Re1 Be8 15 Rad1 Nfd5 16 Nxd5 Nxd5 17 Lxd5 Lxg5 18 Lxb7 Lxa4 19 Lxc8 Lxd1 20 Qxa6 Qxc8 21 Qxc8 Rxc8 22 Rxd1 Rb8 23 Rb1 Rb4 24 g3 Bf6 25 f4 Kf8 26 Kf2 Rxd4 27 b4 Lxe5 28 fxe5 Ke7 29 b5 Rd7 30 Ke3 Kd8 31 Rb4 Kc8 32 Rg4 g6 33 Rh4 h5 34 Rb4 ½-1/2

New Staunton Chess Sets and Chess Clocks Available

The BCA has had some Staunton chess sets made by a company in India.  We feel they are an improvement on the Staunton sets which have been available for some time.  The size of the playing area of the board is approximately 22.5 centimetres (9 inches) square and the overall size of the board is approximately 25 centimetres (10 inches) square.  At some point in the near future the technical subcommittee will be looking at the possibilities of ordering sets of different sizes and sets with prisons. 
The price of these sets to BCA members is £15.  Please write to Julie Leonard enclosing your cheque made payable to ‘The Braille Chess Association’.  
Many readers will be aware that the chess clock that has been available from RNIB has the disadvantage that it can be stopped inadvertently when feeling the time.  A BCA modification to overcome this problem has been successfully trialled with the clock manufacturer, Sinn Und Kolles, who have agreed to produce the modified clock for us.  We have ordered 30 such clocks and they will be available around the end of March 2007.  The clocks are fairly expensive and your committee will be discussing what level of discount to provide for BCA members.  The next step will be to focus on what progress can be made in providing a talking digital chess clock. 
 Stan Lovell and Norman Wragg. 
Another GM Defeat!

Allow me to add another win against an active GM, Danny King, by a Braille Chess Association player!  Regard this as a follow-up to Tyson Mordue’s win against GM Dobrov. 
Admittedly I was not a BCA member at the time, but I was visually impaired, even worse then than now, as a result of a stroke at the end of 2004.  I have only light-and-dark vision on the right eye, and also have some loss of vision on the left eye, which means that I can only see part of the board when playing chess.  By the standards of fully blind players, I am of course fortunate.  By the standards of others, I clearly have handicaps. 
Playing chess has been an important part of my recovery process.  I suffered considerable brain damage, and was for a time unable to speak, but could understand other people.  Trying to read at the time was out of the question, although now I can read, slowly, and preferably with large print.  I could still see the chess pieces, and started to play as soon as I could.  After my two months in hospital, I am grateful that Mark Hogarth and Lawrence Cooper selected me, despite my serious illness, for the Hilsmark 4NCL team, when I was not yet sure if I could play at 150 level, let alone my previous IM level. 
There has been a horrifying number of arbiters dying in recent years, and I could easily have added to that number, although technically I was an organiser, rather than an arbiter.  At the end of the Middlesex Congress that December, I remember being on a high, watching the games then announcing the prizes.  Then with our colleagues we went for a meal, I suddenly went dizzy, I got a lift home, then almost the next thing I remembered, I could not see, other than just a blur, and I had lost my speech. 
Others from the BCA will have suffered their own tragedies, and quite probably more serious than my own.  At least I can still see, just about, in my left eye, and my speech is gradually improving.  I cannot really pretend to understand how to play chess for a fully blind player.  It must be very difficult.  In younger years I had of course challenged or accepted my own challenge to blindfold chess, but that is tiring, and certainly would not want to play serious chess like this. 
I have, of course, seen blind players moving their fingers across the board, checking each time where the critical pieces are.  Presumably with blind players, just as with sighted players, there is a mixture of memory and checking up the pieces, whether visibly or with touch.  But blindness must make things very difficult.  Graham Lilley is a formidable player already, and has beaten me in the past, and drew two-and-a-half years ago.  With eyesight, I am sure he would have been an IM, or very close to it. 
Colin Crouch IM - Daniel King GM
Southend Open Round 7, April 2006
English Defence
1 d4 e6 2 c4 Bb4+ 3 Nc3
3 Nd2 is another try, and maybe if I had been more in practice in the previous year or two, I would have chosen this.  At the time I felt that 3 ... d5 4 a3 Be7 looks solid enough, and preferred to choose a pseudo-Nimzo rather than a pseudo-Bogo. 
3 … b6 4 e4 
4 Qc2 Bb7 5 a3 Bxc3+ 6 Qxc3 Nf6 transposes into a Nimzo-Indian.  I felt tempted to push the king's pawn two squares forward, and hoped for the best. 
4 ... Bb7 5 Bd3 
5 f3 f5 6 exf5 Nh6!? 7 fxe6 Nf5 is a possible gambit line.  White has given up his pawn centre, which cannot be sustained in any case, and Black has gained some development.  Note that I am carefully not saying whether this is good for White or for Black.  I looked at this a few years ago, but some secrets should be kept for the practical player. 
5 ... f5 6 Qh5+ g6 7 Qe2 Nf6 8 f3 Nc6! 9 Be3 
White avoids a trap with 9 e5? Nxd4 10 Qf2 Nh5! 11 Qxd4 Bc5 in Adorjan-Spassky, Toluca 1982, a distinguished grandmaster losing, against an even more distinguished World Champion winning quickly.  Note in all this that the added c-pawn in the White pieces has blocked the queen escape after the knight sacrifice. 
9 ... fxe4 10 fxe4 e5 11 Nf3 
Jim Plaskett hovered around the table, reminding me that in 1977 I played 11 dxe5 against him at Hitchin.  With a memory like that he could go far.  I noted that I have improved since then, although I have to admit I have not done any work on this particular system. 
11 ... exd4 12 Nxd4 Ne5 13 0–0 Bxc3 
I was pleasantly surprised by this, being worried about possible pins like ... Bc5 in conjunction with ... Nfg4.  But maybe this was relief that I had not got round to analysing this, rather than any serious suggestion that King might have made a slight error.  The position is unclear, maybe about level. Fritz suggests that Black is better, but that is probably more a case of assuming that the isolated pawns will be significantly worse, rather than genuinely evaluating the position.  
After 13 ... Nxd3, there are some entertaining temporary piece sacrifices with 14 Nd5 or 14 e5, but in the end they are not so convincing.  The best plan is 14 Qxd3 Bxc3 15 Bg5! 0-0 16 bxc3 (16 Qxc3?! Nxe4! gets out of jail) 16 ... Bxe4 17 Qh3 with a nasty pin. 
13 ... Qe7, here or after the exchange on c3, is possible, and I was vaguely concerned, in view of quick queenside castling, but White seems to be fully equal, at the very least. Maybe my opening is not so bad? At the time I was concerned that I had fallen into a doubtful plan.  
14 bxc3 0–0
14 ... Nxd3 is possible, but White does not have to capture immediately.  15 e5! Nxe5 16 Bg5 0–0 17 Qxe5 Ng4 18 Rxf8+ Qxf8 19 Qg3 should be at least equal for Black, for example 19 ... h5 20 h3 Qc5 21 Be3 Ne5 22 Bf4 Re8 23 Bxe5 Rxe5 with perpetual check likely, possibly 24 Qxg6+ Kh8 25 Rf1 Rg5 26 Rf8+ Qxf8 27 Qxg5 Qe8, draw. 
15 Bg5 Qe7 16 Rf4 Qd6 17 Bc2! 
King praised this move, and I thought long and hard, eventually deciding, by a process of elimination, that there were no seriously constructive moves, and I would do best to avoid the exchange with the bishop on d3. 
More obvious direct moves, such as 17 Raf1 Nh5 18 Rxf8+ Rxf8 19 Rxf8+ Qxf8, tend to favour Black. 
17 ... Kg7 
17 ... Nh5 18 Rh4 Qc5 19 Bh6 Rf7 20 Kh1 maybe.  Again it is hard to trust too completely Fritz's suggestion that Black is significantly better.  Black may of course win the pawn on c4 sooner or later, but can attack little else, while White can create threats on the kingside.  Call it unclear. 
18 Rd1?! 
Superficial.  The queen will move to a better square on c5, but is White's rook really better on d1?  If not, I am losing time.  18 Raf1 convinces even Fritz that White is equal, and if this is so when it is so sniffy about White's pawn structure, one feels that White is even better. 
18 ... Qc5 19 Qe3 Nxc4?? 
19 ... Nfg4 20 Qg3 h6 21 Rxf8 (21 Bh4? Rxf4 22 Qxf4 Qf8 gives Black a winning attack) 21 ... Rxf8 22 Bd2!? (22 Bf4 g5 23 Bxe5+ Nxe5 24 h4 Nxc4 starts to make progress for Black) 22 ... Rf7 23 h3 Nf6 24 Be3 Nh5 25 Qe1 Qf8 possibly still holds an edge for Black. 
Also 19 ... Ng8!? 
20 Ne6+! dxe6 21 Qxc5 bxc5 22 Bxf6+ Kg8
Since the bishop cannot be taken. 
23 Bb3 Nd6 24 Bxe6+ Nf7 25 Bc4
Or 25 Be7 Rae8 26 Bxf8 Rxe6 27 Bxc5, the simpler way, but not necessarily better. 
25 ... Rae8 26 Rd7 Bc8 27 Rxc7? 
I was nervous and grabbed a pawn.  A more disciplined approach would have been 27 Re7! and Black can do nothing. 
27 ... Be6 28 Bxe6 Rxe6 29 Be7 Rb8 30 Bxc5
Two pawns up, but I should have finished it earlier. 
30 ... Ne5 31 Bd4 Rb1+ 32 Rf1 Rxf1+ 33 Kxf1 Nc6 34 Bxa7 Nxa7 35 Rxa7 Rxe4 36 Kf2 Rc4 37 Ra3 Kf7 38 Ke3 Ke6 39 Kd3 Rf4 40 Ke3 Rf1 41 Ra5 Rb1 42 h4
Some messing around for White, in recognition that Black will not be able to achieve anything constructive, and now White starts to play constructively.  The simplest plan is to set up one set of  exchanges on the queenside.  Two exchanges, and there are some possible theoretical draws with rook, a-pawn and c-pawn against rook.  No exchanges, and there is a danger of a pawn dropping. 
42 ... Rg1 43 Kf3 Rc1 44 Ra3 Rc2 45 g3 Kf5 46 g4+ Ke5 47 Ke3 Rh2 48 Ra5+ Ke6 49 h5 Rh3+ 50 Kd2 gxh5 51 gxh5 Kd6 52 Kc2 Kc6 53 Rf5 1–0. 
Colin Crouch.

Piece Values and Puzzle

In the last issue I asked a question about how many points the queen was considered to be worth by Staunton and by Euwe and Kramer.  Well, I gave you the title of the book by Euwe and Kramer, so those who had a chance to look would have found out that the answer was ten points; I’d be interested to know how many people managed to find out that Staunton regarded the queen as worth 9.94 points!  They say chess is a precise game! 
Now for an endgame puzzle set by Chris Ross.  White: King on d7, pawn on c7; Black: King on g3, bishop on h7, pawn on b7.  White to play and draw. 
If White promotes with c8-Q immediately then Black has 1 ... Bf5+ followed by 2 ... Bxc8. If the white king goes to a7, Black plays ... Bc8, and once White’s king is of the sixth rank Black gets in ... b5. So how does White draw? 
I am assured by Chris this is a real position. 
Guy Whitehouse.


