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EDITORIAL

  Once again we acknowledge the sponsorship of this magazine and one subsequent issue by The Leeds Hospital Fund Charitable Trust to whom we are most grateful; and we express sincere appreciation to all those who have given so generously for the continuation of our work and ambitions.

  It was Napolean – Napolean of all people! – who said: “I don’t care for war, there is far too much luck in it.”  He was evidently a poor chess player so perhaps luck did not attend him at the board.  So how much does luck play in our games?  For instance, is it luck when your opponent fails to spot the trap you have set, or the blunder you have just made?  Is it luck when you have mulled over your next move for fifteen minutes, only to find that your opponent has failed to press the clock so that you have been thinking in his time?  Does Lady Luck desert you when your Queen suddenly and mysteriously disappears off the board?  I like to think that luck lurks somewhere in the wings – a fantasy which probably accounts for the fact that my grade lives well below 100.  The great thing though is to enjoy the game, and to go along with Shakespeare’s assessment: “If it be my luck, so: if not, happy be his dole!” – portion.

  In this edition of the Gazette you will read some important and thought-provoking information from our secretary; a report of our team’s highly commendable performance at the Olympiad in Spain; an account of the Autumn International Tournament with full results, and a double obituary notice on one of our much-revered and likeable members.

  Please let me have contributions for the next magazine by 2nd April.


Peter Price.

MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS

2004 Winners Update:
October Norman Wragg No. 64

November Jane Gledhill No. 35

December David Hodgkins No. 33.

  New members to the Millennium Club are always welcome as we are still well below the 100 mark.

  If you know that your Millennium Club fee is due for renewal, please try and pay promptly to ease administration.  For those paying by cheque, please can you send the cheque to the Treasurer by the 1st of the month in which it is due to be renewed.  For example, if your last entry in the draw is August, it would be very helpful to receive your cheque by 1st September at the latest.  This should then avoid embarrassment (of the Treasurer) of potentially paying out a winner who has not renewed!


Richard Kidals.

NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY

  At the AGM in March last year, there was considerable discussion on whether the BCA should make a bid to host the 2007 European Individual Championship as part of our 75th anniversary celebrations.  We knew that any such bid needed to reach the International Braille Chess Association (IBCA) in time for consideration at its meeting at the Olympiad in Spain in November 2004.  The AGM asked the BCA committee to give the matter further detailed consideration and to put in a bid if this was judged to be the best course of action.

  In the months since the AGM discussions have taken place on the matter, both at committee meetings and elsewhere.  In the end we decided to go ahead with the bid and I am pleased to say that it was successful.  We shall indeed be hosting the European Individual Championship in 2007 and a lot of hard work now lies ahead.

  The championship will inevitably be an event for the stronger players within the BCA.  However, a special event for the wider membership will also be organised.  The anniversary celebrations will be costly but I am delighted to say that our fund raiser, Julia Scott, has agreed to work with us for at least the next 3 years.

  I attended the IBCA meeting on behalf of the BCA.  It lasted for 6 hours and was quite an experience.  A substantial part of the meeting was devoted to IBCA finances but among the other decisions made was that Greece would be the host nation for the World Junior Championship in 2005.  As in 2003, the BCA will be supporting a number of our juniors to play in this tournament.

  On more domestic matters our publicity officer, Richard Murphy, has decided to stand down after more than 6 years of valuable service but I am pleased to say that Richard has agreed to continue with his reading activities for us.  We have some ideas about a replacement publicity officer but anyone who has a burning ambition to be considered for the post should get in touch with me as soon as possible.

  The BCA annual report for 2003/4 and the business plan for the next 3 years have now been produced.  The two documents can be read on the BCA website and anyone who would like a copy of either document in print, large print, Braille, on tape or by e-mail should let me know.

  I will close by quoting from the final paragraph of the annual report: “we would like to pay tribute to all friends of the BCA, be you sponsors, guides, associate members, arbiters, stewards, readers – or just plain good friends!  We are truly grateful to you all!”

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress.  Please note there is a change of venue and this event will not now be taking place at the Elmbank Hotel.  The dates are unchanged.  The details are:

8/9/10 April 2005 Annual General Meeting and Chess Congress to be held at:
The Sleep Inn, Newton Aycliffe, Near Darlington.
Entry fee for both the Open and the Minor tournaments £10.
Cost of accommodation to include dinner, bed and breakfast: £35 per person per night sharing a twin or double room and £45 per person per night single room.
Closing date for entries 20 February 2005.
The Sleep Inn is a modern hotel opened in June 2002.  Furniture, fittings and facilities are of a very high standard.  Bedrooms have all the usual facilities and a spacious en suite sit down shower but no bath.  All public rooms and a number of bedrooms are on the ground floor which make this an easier hotel to navigate compared with some of the older hotels we have used.
We will arrange transport from Darlington rail station to the hotel for those who notify us of their expected time of arrival at least one week before the event at a cost of £2 per person.  Trains run direct to Darlington from most parts of the country.  We recommend you book on trains due to arrive in Darlington between 1pm and 4pm.
If any member wants further information contact Stan Lovell whose details are: 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668 e-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk

13th/20th August 2005.  British Championship for blind and partially sighted players.  To be held at the Auckland Hotel, Morecambe.  There will be a Premier event in which players will compete for the British title and, subject to sufficient entries, a Minor event limited to players whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  The entry fee for each event will be £10.  The cost of accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast will be £200 per person per week sharing a twin or double room and £230 single room occupancy.  The cost to non members will be £220 and £250.  Closing date for entries 31 May 2005.  Note.  The early closing date is necessary in view of the fact that this event takes place in a seaside venue in the height of the season.  Organiser Stan Lovell.

28th-30th October 2005. BCA International Autumn Tournament.  Bedford Moat House Hotel.  Further details in the next issue of this magazine.

Please note.  Details of BCA events can also be found on our website www.braillechess.org.uk.

  All events run by the BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at BCA events.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

  Those wishing to book extra nights will be asked to pay for the extra nights required direct to the hotel.  It will still be necessary to inform the organiser of your requirements.

  On-line and telephone payments.  Please note, those paying entry and accommodation fees direct into the BCA account either on-line or by telephone transfer are still required to inform the tournament organiser of their entry and booking requirements.

  Tournament Organiser: Stan Lovell, 28 Gosforth Avenue, Redcar, TS10 3LL tel. 01642 775 668.  E-mail stan@chessboard.freeserve.co.uk


Stan Lovell.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

BCA Premier Group.

O’Brien - McElroy 0 - 1 Sicilian 34

Whitehouse - Whittle 1 - 0 Caro-Kann 70

McElroy - Cohn 0.5 – 0.5 41

Final scores: McElroy 6 - 7, Whittle 5 - 7, Whitehouse 4.5 - 7, Cohn 3.5 - 7, O’Brien 3.5 - 7, Bryant 3.5 - 7, S. Brown 1.5 - 7, Spink 0.5 - 7.

Group A.

Hall - Hodgkins 0 - 1 French 35

Scores: Hague 5 - 5, Hodgkins 4 - 5, Couchman 2.5 - 5, Innes 2 - 5, Hall 1.5 - 5, Bishop 0 - 5.

Group C.

Rees - Townshend 0 - 1

Townshend - Graham 0.5 – 0.5

  Due to the unfortunate death of Harold Potter and because Steve Thacker withdrew, each participant only had 3 games.  Final scores: Patching 3 - 3, Townshend 2.5 - 3, Graham 1 - 3, Rees 0.5 - 3.

League division 1.

McElroy - Hague 1 - 0 Caro-Kann 30

Hague - Schaefer 0 - 1 Sicilian 20

S. Brown - O’Brien 0.5 –0.5 Queen’s pawn 32

Scores: McElroy 2 - 2, Schaefer 1 - 2, O’Brien 0.5 - 1, S. Brown 0.5 - 1, Hague 0 - 2.

League division 2.

Spink - Hodgkins 0 - 1 Queen’s pawn 41

Gallacher - Rees 1 - 0

Bryant - Gallacher 1 - 0 Ruy Lopez 31

Rees - Bryant 0 - 1 irregular 29

Spink - Bryant 0 - 1

Gallacher - Spink 1 - 0

Scores: Bryant 4.5 - 5, Hodgkins 3.5 - 4, Gallacher 3 - 5, Rees 0 - 2, Spink 0 - 4, Price 0 - 4.

League division 3.

Atherton - Cuthbert 1 - 0 36

Atherton - Patching 1 - 0 Ruy Lopez 36

Cuthbert - Crombie 0 - 1 30

Crombie - Mactavish 1 - 0 23 English

Graham - Atherton 0 - 1

Cuthbert - Graham 1 - 0

Scores: Crombie 4 - 4, Atherton 3 - 3, Mactavish 1 - 2, Cuthbert 1 - 3, Patching 1 - 3, Graham 0 - 5.

Friendlies.

Hodgkins - Bryant 1 - 0 Latvian counter-gambit 8

Leading scores: Patching 22, Spink 20, Atherton 14, Mactavish 10, Sobers 10.

Second e-mail tournament.

Scores: Way 4 - 4, Hilton 2 - 3, Gallagher 1 - 2, Murphy 0 - 3, Williams 0 - 2.
Third e-mail tournament.

Hilton - McGuigan 1 - 0 Queen’s gambit declined 25

McGuigan - Way 0 - 1 Queen’s pawn 27

Hilton - Way 0.5 – 0.5 Queen’s Indian 54

Way - Wall 0.5 – 0.5 Queen’s gambit declined 32

Irving - Way 0 - 1 Caro-Kann 33

Wall - Hilton 0 - 1 Sicilian 34

Hilton - Irving 1 - 0 King’s Indian 15

Scores: Hilton 3.5 - 4, Way 2.5 - 3, Wall 0.5 - 2, Irving 0 - 2, McGuigan 0-2.


Guy Whitehouse.

MENSA’S EQUALS!

  I am delighted to report that the B.C.A.’s BCCL team managed to retain their place in the championship division.  The eight man team consisting of Tyson Mordue, Duncan Chambers, Steve Burnell, Les Whittle, Norman Andrews, John Wall, David Hodgkins and Hans Cohn scored six points out of a possible sixteen.  This placed them equal with Mensa’s A-team, and above their B-team and four other teams.

  The two outstanding performances in our team were those of Les Whittle who won both his games and of David Hodgkins who won one and drew the other.  Our new team consists of Duncan Chambers, Stephen Hilton, Les Whittle, Michael McGuigan, Bill Armstrong, David Hodgkins, Alec Crombie and Norman Andrews.  I am sure you will all join with me in wishing them every success in the next competition.

  I have included 3 games in this report, one from each level of the team; they are by no means error free but they do have points of interest.

D. Chambers - B. Turner

1 e4 e5 2 Sf3 Sf6 3 Sxe5 d6 4 Sf3 Sxe4 5 Sc3 Sxc3 6 dxc3 Le7 7 Lf4 Sd7 8 Qd2 Sc5 9 0-0-0 0-0 10 Le3 Le6 11 Kb1 Re8 12 Sd4 Se4 13 Qc1!? Ld7 14 f3 Sf6 15 Ld3 c5 16 Se2 Qa5 17 g4 Le6 18 a3 c4 19 Lf5 Lxf5 20 gxf5 Qxf5 21 Sd4 Qd7 22 Rdg1 Kh8 23 Rg2 Sd5 24 Lg5 f6 25 Ld2 f5 26 Lg5 b5 27 Re1 Lxg5 28 Rxg5 Rxe1 29 Qxe1 Re8 30 Qh4 Se3 31 Rh5 g6 32 Rg5 Kg7 33 Qf4 a5 34 h4 b4 35 axb4 axb4 36 cxb4 Kh8 37 Rg1 Sd5 38 Qd2 Qa7 39 Rd1 Ra8 40 c3 Qa1+ 41 Kc2 Qa4+ 0.5 – 0.5

J. Bird - L. Whittle

1 Sf3 d5 2 c4 Sf6 3 cxd5 Sxd5 4 Sc3 g6 5 Qa4+ c6 5 Qd4 f6 7 e4 Sxc3 8 Qxd8+ Kxd8 9 bxc3 e6 10 d4 Le7 11 Ld3 Ke8 12 0-0 b6 13 e5 f5 14 a4 La6 15 Lxa6 Sxa6 16 Lg5 Sc7 17 Lxe7 Kxe7 18 Sd2 Rhd8 19 a5 b5 20 Sb3 Sa6 21 Rfe1 Rd5 22 Re3 c5 23 f4 Rc8 24 Kf1 c4 25 Sd2 b4 26 Ra4 bxc3 27 Sf3 Rb5 28 Rc3 Rb4 29 Ra1 Sc7 30 Rcc1 Sd5 31 g3 Rb2 32 0-1

D. Hodgkins - J. Hollingworth

1 e4 Sf6 2 e5 Sd5 3 c4 Sb6 4 d4 d6 5 Sf3 dxe5 6 Sxe5 g6 7 c5 Sd5 8 Lc4 Le6 9 Qb3 Lg7 10 Qxb7 Lxe5 11 dxe5 0-0? 12 Qxa8 Sb4 13 Qe4 Lxc4 14 Qxc4 Sd3+ 15 Ke2 Sxe5 16 Qc3 Qd5 17 Rd1 Qe4+ 18 Kf1 Sbc6 19 Lh6 Qa4  20 Sa3 Qa6+ 21 Kg1 Rb8 22 f4 Sf3+ 23 Qxf3 1-0


Guy Whitehouse.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.

DECEASED MEMBER

  Collisson, Francis.




David Hodgkins.

XII IBCA OLYMPIAD

3rd-12th November 2004, Tarragona, Spain
by Julie Leonard

  Teams representing thirty-three countries from four continents gathered together in the resort of La Pineda near Tarragona on the Costa Dorado to compete in the XII IBCA Olympiad.  Our group comprised players Graham Lilley, Colin Chambers, Bill Armstrong, Les Whittle and Norman Wragg with guides Geoff Ward, Barbara Chambers, Moira Whittle and Pauline Wragg.  I tagged along and my husband, Olly, joined us half way through.

  After a tiring journey, we quickly settled into the comfortable hotel and sampled the wide range of dishes on offer in the buffet restaurant.  The first day’s business was not complete until the players had elected their captain.  Colin was given the honour, perhaps because he had played in no less than eight previous Olympiads (just one more than Graham).

  The next day, Colin, Norman and I attended the technical meeting in which each country formally declares their team in playing order and various rules relating to how the tournament will be run are explained.  The chess commenced that afternoon.  Great Britain was drawn against Spain in the first round and graciously conceded a victory to the host nation by three points to one.

  After that, we established a routine that was followed for the next seven days.  Bulletins were collected after breakfast and used to prepare for that day’s opponents.  Pauline and I read whichever games were required.  When the preparation was over, some of the group often went for a walk.  Being out of season, the resort was largely closed and it was a little too cold to swim from the beach which was usually quite deserted.  However, there was a wide promenade along which to stroll and enjoy the autumn sunshine.

  Each evening the next day’s pairings were published by about 10 o’clock, and as Great Britain was fortunate enough to have a reserve player, the squad would then discuss who was to be in the team for the following day.  The captain ensured that players were rested when they needed to be and attempted to balance colours for the whole squad.

  Over the first three rounds a distinct pattern developed in Great Britain’s results.  The 1-3 defeat by Spain was followed by a 3-1 win over Switzerland and a 1-3 loss to Macedonia.  We hoped that the sequence would continue in round 4 when we played Turkmenistan, but whilst the score line was indeed 3-1, the result was not in our favour.  At the top of the table, Russia and Poland were now neck and neck on 13 points, ahead of Lithuania on 11.5.

  Rumours were now beginning to circulate about Les’s new chess set, which he had purchased earlier in the year.  He had now played ten games on it without defeat and it was suggested that the set might have been enhanced with an invincibility charm, or that it might not have been crafted by mere mortals at all!  Les was convinced that his success was all down to the new set though some attributed it to the glass of wine that he had become accustomed to drinking at lunchtime.

  In round five, the top of the table clash between Russia and Poland resulted in a draw.  Great Britain gave a fine performance against South Africa resulting in a 4-0 victory.  Les’s enchanted board had dominated once again!  (Incidentally, I still have some of these sets available for purchase – though magical properties cannot be guaranteed!)

  Round six saw Great Britain paired with Kazakhstan, and World Champion Zhunusov playing against Graham on board one.  After a brave fight, all four games were lost.  Even Les’s magic chess set had been overpowered.  Apparently, the e1 square had a previously undiscovered defect, which allowed Les to place a rook there even though this move led to defeat.  Meanwhile, Poland had now taken the lead after a 3-1 win over Ukraine.  Russia had beaten their Spanish opponents by only 2.5 to 1.5.

  In round 7, Poland extended their lead to a full point with a 4-0 win over Spain, whilst Russia could only manage 3.5 to 0.5 against Macedonia.  Great Britain lost 2.5-1.5 to France.

  With one round to go, Russia were just half a point behind Poland again after taking 3.5 points from Romania while Serbia and Montenegro managed to win a full point against the Poles.  Great Britain reverted to our customary 3-1 score line with a win over Norway, giving us a total of 14.5 points.  However there was great concern in the camp that this was not enough for us to avoid the bye in the last round.  Although we were in joint 24th-26th place at this stage, all the countries on fewer points than us had already had the bye.  We waited for the pairings with greater anxiety than usual that night, but were relieved to find that we were drawn against Greece for the final round.

  At last it was time for the long awaited rest day.  In the morning there was an excursion to Tarragona with a guided tour around the impressive Roman remains.  The IBCA congress was held in the afternoon.  We are much indebted to Norman and Pauline who attended the meeting on all our behalves.  It turned into a marathon session, lasting well into the evening.

  In an exciting finish, Russia vanquished Croatia with a clean sweep whereas Poland dropped half a point against the Czech Republic, leaving the two top teams level on 28.5 points.  Great Britain ended the tournament in fine style, scoring 3.5 against the Greeks.  Overall our team scored 18 points from 36 and this placed us joint 15th to 18th, a few places above our seeding of 22.  Our excellent guides contributed a great deal to the team’s performance, keeping morale high and supporting the squad through thick and thin.

  Graham was the only British player to compete in all nine rounds and he scored an impressive 50% on the top board.  Colin took his duties as captain very seriously and included himself in the team for many of the toughest clashes.  Nevertheless, he scored 2 out of 6 on the second board.  Bill had the distinction of playing the longest games of any of the British players but his efforts were not in vain!  Despite the gruelling six hour playing sessions he notched up 4 points from eight games on board three.  Les had never played in an Olympiad before, but it certainly didn’t show!  He scored an outstanding 6 out of eight on board four.  This had also been Norman’s first Olympiad but he too gave a fine account of himself, finishing on 1.5 out of five (unaided by an enchanted chess set!)

  At the prize-giving, it was announced that Poland had won the gold medals on tie-break.  Russia took silver and the bronze went to Ukraine.  We reserved our loudest cheers for Les, who won a silver medal for having achieved the second best performance on board four, and also for Ernie McElroy, BCA member from the Republic of Ireland, who was awarded the board three bronze medal.

  Finally, here are two games.  It goes without saying that many others are worthy of publication, but it is impossible to include them all here.

Whittle (G.B.) v Kostadinovsky (Macedonia)
Round 3

1. d4 d5 2. Nf3 e6 3. Bf4 Bd6 4. Bxd6 Qxd6 5. c3 c5 6. e3 Nc6 7. Nbd2 f5 8. Bb5 

(Normally I would play 8 Bd3 but I was influenced by the pawn formation.)

8 …  Bd7 9. Bxc6 Bxc6 10. Ne5 Nf6 11. 0-0 0-0 12. Nxc6 bxc6 13. f4 cxd4 14. cxd4 c5 15. Nf3 cxd4 16. Qxd4 Rfc8 17. Rac1 Rc7 18. Qe5 

(Preventing my opponent from controlling the open file.)

18 … Qxe5 19. fxe5 Rxc1 20. Rxc1 Ng4 21. Rc3

(I was quite happy with my position at this stage.)

21 … Re8 22. h3 Nh6 23. Rc7 a5 24. Ng5 f4

(A dubious pawn sacrifice but obviously intended to reactivate the knight.)

25. exf4 Nf5 26. Kf2 h6 27. Nf3 a4 28. g4 Ne7 29. Nd4 Ng6 30. Kg3 Nf8 31. Nc6 Kh7 32. b3 axb3 33. axb3 Ra8 34. Nd4 Rb8 35. Ra7 Rc8 36. f5 exf5 37. gxf5 Kg8 38. e6 Nh7 39. Kf4 Nf6 40. Ke5 Rc3 

(I was happy to sacrifice a couple of pawns for an overwhelming position.)

41. h4 Re3+ 42. Kd6 Re4 43. Ra4 Rxh4 44. Nc6 Rh3 45. Ra8+ Kh7 46. e7 Re3 47. Ne5 Rxb3 48. Ng6 Rb6+ 49. Kc7 Black resigns.

(There is no way to prevent the mate.)

Chambers (G.B.) v Schmeisser (France)

Round 7

1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 c5 3. c3 e6 4. g3 Nc6 5. Bg2 d5 6. 0-0 b6 7. dxc5 bxc5 8. c4 Be7 9. Nbd2 0-0 10. cxd5 exd5 

(The hanging pawn strategy. The idea is to restrict the opponent's pieces and eventually break in the centre to create a dangerous passed pawn.)

11. b3 Be6 12. Bb2 Qd7 13. Ne5

(When faced with hanging pawns, it is often best to avoid congestion by exchanging some pieces and then attempting to undermine the pawns.)

13 … Nxe5 14. Bxe5 Bh3 15. e3 Bxg2 16. Kxg2 Rfd8 17. Qf3 Qe6 18. Bb2 Rac8 19. Rfc1 c4

(The thematic break in the centre.  However, the push usually involves d4 and I am not convinced that this approach is good.)

20. Bd4 Ba3 21. Rc2 Ne4 22. Nxe4

(I agonised over 22 Bxa7 for a long time. There were several interesting continuations and one went 22 … Nxd2 23 Rxd2 c3 24 Rc2 Bb2 25 Rb1 Qa6 26 Bd4 Qxa2 27 Rbxb2 cxb2 28 Rxc8 Rxc8 29 Qg4!  However, I was not convinced. Consequently, suspecting that my opponent wanted to liquidate the Queen's side pawns, I pinned my hopes on the inherent trap.)

22 … dxe4 23. Qe2 cxb3 24. axb3 Qxb3

(The trap!  My opponent thought he was going into a drawn ending but overlooked the thunderbolt.)

25. Rxc8 Rxc8 26. Qa6! Qe6 27. Qxe6 fxe6 28. Rxa3 Re8 29. Rxa7 e5 30. Ba1 Black resigns.

BCA AUTUMN TOURNAMENT 2004

  The BCA Autumn Tournament took place at the Garth Hotel, Stafford, from the 19th to the 21st of November 2004.  Although billed as an international event, the overseas contingent was low this year, perhaps due to the recent Olympiad in Spain.  However, it was pleasing to welcome back Sean Loftus from Ireland and, in particular, four players from India, who demonstrated a great enthusiasm for the game of chess by travelling so far to play in a week-end tournament.

  The hotel was comfortable, the food was good and the staff friendly.  Owing to the fact that the hotel is due to close in the new year, the number of staff serving at mealtimes was not always adequate, resulting in slow service on occasions.  Those who served us were very willing and co-operative in the circumstances.  Once again, this highlights the precarious nature of the task undertaken by Stan and Jan Lovell in finding suitable hotel accommodation for our tournaments, as it is not possible to predict situations such as this in advance.

  The tournament was once again very well handled by Gerry Walsh and Peter Gibbs.  27 players took part in the Open and 10 in the Minor.  We were allocated a very spacious tournament room, and there was bottled water available during the playing sessions.

  On Saturday evening a bring and buy sale took place.  This had been organised by Caroline Crombie, Celia Gibbs, Pauline Wragg, Ruth Carlin and Jan Lovell.  Sheila Milsom ran the customary raffle, which was drawn just before the last round on Sunday afternoon.  As always, many thanks are due to all concerned for their time spent in raising valuable funds for the BCA.

  On a personal note, having been absent from BCA events for some time, it was very heartening to find that nothing has changed in respect of the warmth and friendship offered by the membership.  It was good to meet up with old friends, and to meet others for the first time.  The event was well run in a cordial and friendly atmosphere throughout.


Voldi Gailans.

Tournament results were as follows.

  Open: Mordue came first with 4.5 out of 5, with Lilley second on the same score.  Other scores were, Ross and Hilton 4; Lovell 3.5, (grading prize); Loftus, D’Mello, Crombie, Thacker, Hodgkins, and Chan (grading prize) 3; Gallagher, Pawaskar, Murphy, Phillips, Williams, Smith 2.5; Wragg, Whitehouse, Kirkham and Irving 2; Kharat, Price, Gailans, and Sobers 1.5; Patel 1; and Perham 0.5.

  Minor: Kidals R. 5; Brown C. 4; Kidals J., Osborne and Hague (grading prize) 3; Watkins, Patching and Brown B. 2; Harrington and Hodges 0.5.

Results in full.

  Open:

Mordue and Lilley tied for first place with 4.5 points, but, on the tie-break system, Mordue won the Ted Williams Memorial Shield.

Ross and Hilton tied for 3rd place with 4 points, sharing third prize.

Lovell 3.5 won grading prize A; Chan 3 won grading prize B.

3 points: Crombie, D’Mello (India), Hodgkins, Loftus (Ireland), Thacker.

2.5: Gallagher, Murphy, Pawaskar (India), Phillips, Smith, Williams.

2: Irving, Kirkham, Whitehouse, Wragg.

1.5: Gailans, Kharat (India), Price, Sobers.

1: Patel (India).

0.5: Perham.

  Minor:

Richard Kidals 5/5, first prize.

Chris Brown 4, second prize.

John Kidals and John Osborne shared third prize of 3 points each.

Mark Hague 3 won the grading prize.

2 points: Bob Brown, Patching, Watkins.

0.5: Harrington, Hodges.

OBITUARY NOTICE

  It is with regret that I have to inform you of the death of Francis Collisson on 26th October 2004.  His funeral was held on Friday, 5th November.

  Francis was a much respected member of the BCA playing in the majority of over-the-board and some postal tournaments.

  He also travelled to the Haaksbergen tournament and he was greatly respected by the people in the Netherlands and he will be very much missed by them all.

  Francis was the perfect gentleman and always welcomed you with a smile and only had good things to say about anyone he knew.

  He enjoyed his games of chess very much and also the social side of the tournament.

  He will be truly missed by all who knew him.

  The following members of the BCA attended his funeral: Richard Harrington, Mike Murphy, Sally Kenealy, Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins.

* * *

  Some thoughts from Richard Harrington compiled from his cassette.

  I first met Francis in 1972 in a minibus as we travelled to the Kodak Sports Club.  Although we both worked at the Kodak company, we were in different departments.  We got chatting and I immediately found him to be a courteous and caring person who was very interested in how I was playing chess.  At the time he was a far superior player and helped me a lot at the local chess club; and he would always give me a lift home afterwards.  It was then that I realised his great sense of loyalty.

  Sadly the club broke up after two years, and we did not meet again until 1990 at the local blind club by which time Francis’ sight was failing.  He was a prime mover in the club, so helpful and encouraging to others.  He would make the tea (of varying quality) and always showed that degree of consideration for others that we in the BCA later got to know.

  Later we joined the Chesham Bowls Club, where again Francis soon got on with everybody.  He was soon on the club committee, became team captain and chairman of the club.  He took the team to many tournaments which were held over a wide area of East Anglia and the south.  He would always insist that at the end of a tournament all the members of the club should remain behind to witness the prize giving.  He would not leave until the ceremony and the speeches were over.

  Francis had served in the Royal Marines during the war, and in each succeeding year he would regularly attend a cenotaph for the Armistice Day ceremony wherever he happened to be, to remember absent friends and to reminisce with old colleagues.  Here again his great sense of loyalty revealed itself, and some of this has rubbed off onto me.

  By this time we had joined the BCA.  I always recall our trip to Dublin in 2000.  Mick Murphy had to go into hospital, and it was Francis who visited him to give support and companionship.  Such was his caring nature.

  Francis was a good conversationalist, having a ready sense of humour and a fund of jokes.  While he was concerned about matters in life he was not a worrier.  Many people in the BCA would look forward to having a good chat with him, for he just knew how to put you at ease.  The BCA has indeed lost a great character who will be remembered and sadly missed.

ANSWERS TO “ADJOURNED” BY SEVEN 

  In the last Gazette readers were invited to find six anagrams each comprising seven letters in the word “adjourned”:

  adorned, adjourn, adjured, duodena, redound, rounded.

“SICILIAN” HAS ITS CHIPS

  No need to struggle this time to find one six-lettered anagram in the word “Sicilian”.

  “Elementary, my dear Kasparov!”


Editor.

