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EDITORIAL

  We are most grateful to Alexander Crombie Solicitors for the sponsorship of this edition of the Gazette.

  One of the fascinations of editing your magazine is to observe the changes in content from one issue to the next.  This February edition moves away from the drama of reports, games and debate of the November publication into the arena of achievements, accolades and awards.  There is much more of the “personal” in these pages besides the standard fare offered up by your ever-active committee.

  You can read about the forthcoming AGM, where fresh elections will spice up proceedings; there is again a beckoning hand from the Republic of Ireland to join them for their October tournament, and a profile of a retired chartered physiotherapist who has rather hidden his “radiant heat” lamp under a bushel.

  Please let me have your contributions for the May Gazette by 1st April.


Peter Price.

ERRATA

  With the November 2003 Gazette being the longest ever to be produced, it was inevitable that there should be certain errors or omissions.  Whether or not these are the failures of the editor, the “buck stops here.”  So apologies for the following

  1.  The report of the 2003 World Junior Championship did not come to hand.  This was very regrettable as your committee is keen to support and publicize the achievements of our junior members.

  2.  When listing the results of the BCA British Championship at Weston-Super-Mare, Stan Lovell’s name somehow slipped through a hole in the board: he actually scored 2.5 points.

  3.  The excellent report of the British Championship was not anonymous, as it would appear, but was compiled by our very literary writer, Bill Armstrong.


Editor.

MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS

  October: David Hodgkins, No. 33.

  November: Claire Gailans, No. 60.

  December: Norman Wragg, No. 64.

  If you know that your Millennium Club fee is due for renewal, please pay promptly to ease my administration.


Richard Kidals, (Hon. Treasurer).

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

  All events run by the BCA in the UK are now part of the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation at BCA events.

  Booking conditions.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association or to B.C.A.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  Entries and bookings after the advertised closing date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 per person late booking fee.

19th/21st March 2004.  A.G.M. Congress.  Midland Hotel, Derby.  Although the closing date has passed late entries may be accepted but they will be subject to the £4 late booking supplement.  The cost, therefore, is: £10 entry, £34 per person per night sharing and £37.50 single room.  The cost for non members is £41 and £44.50.  The hotel offers a special rate of £29 per person per night, bed and breakfast, for those wishing to stay Sunday night.  Sunday lunch and dinner will be available at extra cost.  If you seek a late booking contact the organiser, Stan Lovell without delay.
  8th/15th May 2004.  BCA Minor Tournament.  The Red Lea Hotel, Prince of Wales Terrace, Scarborough.  Entry to those whose grade or estimated grade is 130 or below £10.  Accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast to members and associate members £210.  To non members £250.  Closing date for entries 29th February but those wishing to have a single room are advised to book early.  The Red Lea is situated within a hundred yards or so of the sea front on the south cliff near the Grand Spa.  There is a park opposite suitable for the running of guide dogs and a bus stops outside the hotel for the relatively short journey to the town centre.  The hotel has an indoor heated swimming pool and several lounge areas including a no smoking lounge.

  Following a clear preference expressed by members in the recent questionnaire the tournament will be played over six rounds with a day off for an outing in the mid week.  Some coaching will be provided for those who wish to attend coaching sessions.  This venue will be an ideal base for those who wish to enjoy a holiday along with their chess.  Entries to the organiser, Stan Lovell.

  B.C.A. reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.


Stan Lovell.

  Annual General Meeting.  Our Annual General Meeting will take place at 2 pm on Saturday 20th March 2004 at the Midland Hotel, Derby during our AGM congress weekend.  All members are welcome including those who will not be attending for the full weekend.  Agendas and reports will be sent to all who book for the weekend and to anyone else who requests to receive them.


Stan Lovell.

A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY

  20 years is a long time to hold the same office but that will be the score when I hand over the secretaryship this coming March.  I was elected onto the committee of BCA in 1980 as PRO then four years later I was elected to take over as secretary from Jack Horrocks.

  Naturally I have witnessed many changes during this near quarter of a century.  At the time I joined the committee our membership stood between 80 and 90, it now stands around 200.  I do not claim any more than my share of the credit for this as throughout my period of service on the committee our successes have always been due to our work as a team.  In those days 24 years ago Jack Horrocks and the late Frank Oliver had recently started a London Tournament which later grew to our present International Autumn Tournament.  Our AGM tournament was not yet in existence.  This, if I remember correctly, was an idea discussed by Derek Heyes and myself when we were wondering how we could get more to attend our AGMs.  Again, this, along with the Autumn Tournament is a firm fixture in our programme.  The Minor Tournament, now played over a week, started out as a weekend event and immediately found favour amongst our grass roots members.  Along with the British Championship, which has already been running for a number of years, we now have a regular and settled programme of over the board events.  The Under 21 Championship, which flourished in the 1990s, faltered for a while but, thanks to a fruitful cooperation with RNIB New College Worcester, now seems to be back on track.  I consider the setting up of “Junior BCA” to have been one of the most significant developments in recent years but I am aware that we need to get the message to a much wider population of young blind and partially sighted people.  This is where each and every one of you can help.  If you know of a blind youngster in mainstream education or of a school or college which blind youngsters attend contact me, Chris Ross or any other member of the committee.  Our present failure to contact and interest those in mainstream education is robbing both them and us of great opportunities.

  Perhaps the next most significant development in recent years has been the development of our website and the addition of electronic communications as an alternative medium for the dissemination of information.  We must be aware, however, that the tendency for users of electronic communications to ignore more traditional means is not allowed to become a problem within our association.  We have always tried to treat users of the various mediums of communication equally and whilst electronic communications should be welcomed as an equal method alongside Braille, large print and tape we must ensure that all information for members is available in these four mediums and that non is restricted to any one medium.

  In closing this, my last message as secretary, I realise I owe a great debt of thanks and appreciation to so many colleagues with whom I have served during this 24 years.  Sadly, some who served our association generously and whose friendship I valued greatly are no longer with us.  I think particularly of Tom Newton, Garth Jenkins, Ray Bourne, David Milsom, Frank Oliver, Ted Williams and Steve Eastwick-Field.  You and I owe a great debt of thanks to many others of course who continue to give up their time so generously to the promotion of our great game and our great organisation.  I have informed my colleagues on the committee that I will still be around to help if needed and Jan and I will continue to search for suitable tournament venues if you want us to.

  I have great confidence that our association is set for another era of development and I wish it well.

Stan Lovell.

IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT, 2004

  This event will take place at the Castletroy Park Hotel in Limerick, from Friday 1st to Monday 4th October.  The 6-round Swiss will be open to all visually impaired players and their guides.  The Major section will be for players of all strengths, while the Minor will be limited to players graded under 100.  The rate of play will be all moves in 1 hour 45 minutes.  The weekend will commence with dinner on the Friday at 5:30 and conclude with prize giving on the Monday at about 1:30 pm.

  The Castletroy Park is a 4 star hotel with a leisure centre, located 17 miles from Shannon airport.  The cost for 3 nights bed and breakfast with evening meal is 220 Euro for players and guides and for others 276 Euro.  The single room supplement is 35 Euro per night.  Those wishing to extend their stay may do so at a cost of 65 Euro per night, bed and breakfast but only if bookings are made through the BCAI.

  All booking fees should be paid to the treasurer, Ernie McElroy.  Bank account details will be provided on request to those wishing to pay by credit transfer.  The closing date for bookings and payment of fees is August 31st 2004.

  Further enquiries to Eamonn Casey.


Philip Doyle.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

BCA Premier Group:

Bryant - Whittle 0 - 1 Sicilian 25

Bryant - Cohn 1/2 - 1/2 Sicilian 24

Cohn - Whitehouse 0 - 1 English 24

Spink - Bryant 1/2 - 1/2 Stonewall 39

McElroy - Bryant 1 - 0 Giuoco Piano 27

O’Brien - Bryant 0 - 1 Sicilian 35

Spink - McElroy 0 - 1 Stonewall 34.

Scores: Whittle 3 - 3, Whitehouse 3 - 4, Bryant 2.5 - 6, McElroy 2 - 2, O’Brien 2 - 4, S. Brown 1.5 - 2, Cohn 0.5 - 3, Spink 0.5 - 7.

 Group A:

Hodgkins - Couchman 1 - 0 Ruy Lopez 68

Hague - Innes 1 - 0 Danish 47.

Scores: Hague 3 - 3, Hodgkins 3 - 3, Couchman 2 - 4, Hall 1 - 1, Innes 1 - 4, Bishop 0 - 5. 

Group C:

Patching - Townshend 1 - 0 Queen’s gambit declined 30

Graham - Patching 0 - 1 Giuoco Piano 20

Potter - Patching 0 - 1 Queen’s pawn 14

Rees - Patching 0 - 1 Giuoco Piano 19.

Scores: Patching 4 - 4, Rees 1 - 2, Townshend 1 - 2, Graham 0 - 1, Potter 0 - 3. Congratulations to Geoff Patching on winning his group.

League Division 1:

McElroy - Way 0 - 1 Queen’s Indian 37.

Final scores: Way 3 - 3, McElroy 1 - 3, O’Brien 1 - 3, Gibbs 1 - 3.

Congratulations to John Way on winning the league again.
Division 2:

Rathbun - Hague 1 - 0 29.

Final scores: Schaefer 3.5 - 4, S. Brown 3 - 4, Rathbun 2 - 4, Hague 1.5 - 4, Spink 0-4.

Division 4:

Couchman - Mactavish 0 - 1 Bishop’s opening 61

Townshend - Couchman 0 - 1 Reti

Couchman - Davey 1 - 0 Bishop’s opening 53

Scores: Patching 4.5 - 5, Mactavish 2.5 - 5, Winkworth 2.5 - 5, Couchman 2.5 - 5, Townshend 1.5 - 5, Davey 1.5 - 5.

Congratulations to Geoff Patching on winning his division.

Division 5:

Hodges - Graham 1/2 - 1/2 47

Hodges - Cuthbert 0 - 1 47

Cuthbert - Potter 1 – 0.

Scores: Graham 2.5 - 3, Cuthbert 2 - 3, Hodges 1.5 - 3, Potter 0 - 3.

Congratulations to Glen Graham on winning this division.


Guy Whitehouse.

LEAGUE AND CHAMPIONSHIP RE-ORGANISATION

  My recent experience re-organising the league, and one or two comments made to me by players both in the Championship Premier group and the League, have led me to wonder whether it isn’t time to go back to the way we used to organise league/championship fixtures, i.e. having smaller divisions or groups in which everybody plays everybody else with both white and black.  This format has several advantages.

  Firstly, every player gets the same number of games with white and black.  Secondly, it is possible to start a division with only 3 players; in a division of 3 players each player would have 4 games, two with each colour, which is just about tolerable.  Thirdly divisions are not so vulnerable to withdrawals.  Even in a division of 4 players, if one withdraws the division is still viable.  Finally, it would bring BCA’s correspondence activities into line with sighted correspondence leagues; the all-play-all with white and black format is the norm in the British Correspondence Chess Association.

  The only objection I have heard to this is that some people complained about having to wind a tape forward to the end of one side and put their move for the second game on the other side of the cassette.  This hardly sounds strenuous, surely even the busiest person can manage that?  I realise that Braille users would have to adopt a new format for their moves but this could be sorted out easily enough.

  I do not want to introduce these changes single-handed, i.e. against strong opposition from a lot of players; a tournament belongs to its participants, not to its organiser.  Could people let me have feedback on this please?

Guy Whitehouse

COACHING WEEKENDS

  A while ago the BCA committee set up a special action group to look into certain issues considered vital to the future development of the BCA.  One topic that came up for consideration was a coaching or development program which was more systematic and ongoing, and a part of this is the possibility of organising coaching weekends over and above the tournaments we currently run.

  It may be that most people feel they study better on their own.  The BCA certainly provides an excellent selection of periodicals on cassette for those wishing to improve their game and if you don't know about these it would be worth your while finding out.  Of course early each year there is the chess theme week at one of the action for blind people hotels which many participants in our minor tournaments enjoy.

  However certain groups might benefit from specially organised weekends.  Juniors might be one such group.  Another might be the current Olympiad squad or those who aspire to play in the Olympiad or in other international events in the future.  After all, presumably the BCA wants to get to a point where it can take on the all-conquering Eastern European teams?  Another group might be those circling round a grade of about 100 and who could improve a fair bit if they were just prodded in the right direction or given the right sort of coaching on winning techniques in the endgame.

  Obviously for this to happen there has to be sufficient interest.  The committee can't just book a hotel and hope that enough people turn up.  Could all those who are interested in such weekends contact me and also say something on what they would want out of such weekends, e.g. how long would they want sessions to be, how many sessions per day etc.

Guy Whitehouse

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.

  It is imperative that everybody within the BCA observes the above guidelines in order to help keep the membership records and mailing lists for the Gazette as accurate as possible.

  As at 31st December the following members have allowed their membership to lapse:

  Alan Brown, Gerard Den-Otter, Ann Evans, Dean Hartley, Wendy Jones, Pauline King, Peter Newport, Stephanie Read, Doreen Scurr.


David Hodgkins.

DECEASED MEMBERS

Maynard Harrison (Braille): died 4th October 2003.

Ray Walmisley: died in November 2003.

David Hodgkins.

ADDITION TO THE CASSETTE LIBRARY

  “TM on TM (Tyson on Tony)”.  Profile of Britain’s first over-the-board Grand-Master, with games.  Read by Roger Waters – tone indexed.  Two cassettes.  Catalogue no. G314.


Shirley Watkins.

BCA AUTUMN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS

  From early afternoon on Friday 14th November, 2003, people began arriving at the Bedford Moat House Hotel in readiness for the Congress.  By 6 pm there were 75 of us, and as we sat down to a good wholesome evening meal, old friendships were already being rekindled and new ones formed.  Throughout the weekend there was much jollification and laughter with the Irish contingent having an unofficial singsong on the Saturday night.  However, there was a small matter of 5 rounds of chess to be played and amongst the competitors were 6 from Ireland, a Spaniard, a Romanian, a Welshman as well as the English personnel.  There was much serious concentration in the chess-room with many games being keenly contested but which always ended in a friendly handshake.  Mr. Draghici of Spain scored 4.5 to take the trophy with Mr. Pribeanu of Romania being placed second but also scoring 4.5 points.  Paul Cumbers, again undefeated, was placed third on 4 points, with Philip Doyle, Chris Ross and yours truly having to be content with 3.5 points, sharing fourth prize.  Grading prizes went to Ernie McElroy, John Gallagher, Richard Murphy, Roger Waters and Yan Kit Chan; also to Robin Williams who did very well to score 3 draws and a win.

  Competition in the Minor was just as tough with Mike Meaney and Richard Allen sharing top places with 4 points, while John Osborne and Tony Murry were close seconds on 3.5 points.  Grading prizes went to Osborne and Ledwith – a commendable performance from the latter, a Junior member.

  In conclusion I would like to express sincere thanks to the staff of the hotel who always seemed to be there to give a helping hand when needed, to Sheila for her effort with the raffle which has now put several hundreds of pounds in the BCA “kitty” in recent years.  My thanks also to the committee but in particular to Stan Lovell ably assisted by Jan for his tireless effort in organising tournaments, finding suitable venues and obtaining very reasonable prices.  Finally to our arbiters, Peter Gibbs and Julie Leonard, who, in my view, gave a highly competent performance in controlling our tournament in a pleasant and friendly manner.  We are grateful to you both for giving your time so we could enjoy ourselves.

  This is the third BCA event I have attended and it was excellent.  I am already looking forward to Derby in March.


Les Whittle.

Results.

  Open section: in joint first place: Draghici (Spain) 4.5 – 5 and Pribeanu (Romania); Draghici won the trophy on the tie-break.

  3rd: Cumbers 4.

  4th – 8th: Ross, Doyle, Whittle, Gallagher, McElroy 3.5.  Gallagher and McElroy shared grading prize A.

  9th – 12th: Crowley (ROI), Loftus (ROI), Walsh, Thacker 3.

  13th – 17th: Wragg, Lovell, R. Murphy, Kit Chan, Waters 2.5.  Murphy, Kit Chan and Waters shared grading prize B.

  Also on 2.5 Williams won grading prize C!

  19th – 23rd: Cohn, Hodgkins, Perham, Plechaty and M. Murphy 2.

  24th – 26th: Davey, Sobers, Price 1.5.

  27th – 29th: Gordon, Kirkham and Irving 1.

  Minor:

  Joint leaders: Meaney (ROI) and Allen 4.

  3rd – 4th: Murry (ROI), Osborne 3.5.  Murry won third prize, and Osborne won grading prize A.

  5th – 7th: Cuthbert, Watkins, and Ledwith 3.  Ledwith won grading prize B!

  8th – 10th: Paskell, Patching and Busbridge 2.5.

  11th – 12th: R. Brown, Keen 2.

  13th – 15th: C. Brown, Hodges and England 1.5.

  16th: Harrington 0.5.

BCCL FINAL REPORT

  I am sure you will all wish to join me in congratulating our BCCL team on gaining promotion to the Championship (the top) Division.  Scoring 10.5 points, they finished only half a point behind the Premier Division winners.  As this was Peter Gibbs’ last year as team Captain, success is all the sweeter! 

  Our current team is a strong one and I have high hopes for their performance in this year’s competition.  Tyson Mordue, Steve Burnell, Norman Andrews, John Wall, David Hodgkins and Hans Cohn are familiar team members and we have two very strong additions to the team in Duncan Chambers and Les Whittle.  I am sure you will join with me in wishing them every success.

Guy Whitehouse

NEW YEAR HONOUR

  Our hearty congratulations go to Alec Crombie who has been awarded the MBE.  The citation reads: “For services to visually-impaired people and the community of Leicestershire and Rutland.”

PERSONALIA

  Peter Gibbs is to be congratulated on receiving an achievement award from the Mayor of Hinckley and Bosworth, which was given to acknowledge the achievement of people living or working in the borough who have through their own outstanding personal endeavour brought recognition to the borough.  Peter and his wife Celia attended the ceremony at the council chambers civic suite on 27th November in the evening.

  Many readers will be well aware that Peter has been closely involved with the BCA for some 25 years.

OBITUARY NOTICES

  Maynard Harrison died suddenly from a heart attack on 4th October last.  Only a week before, he had attended a function and I thought how well he seemed despite incurring a stroke a year ago.

  Maynard learned his chess at Worcester College for the Blind and later became a life member of the BCA.  However, his legal professional career, working for a number of local authorities and later in the civil service, gave him little opportunity to develop his chess.  In later years in retirement, he delighted audiences in clubs and residential homes with his keyboard skills.

  His genial personality will be sadly missed by his many friends.


Editor.

  One of our newer members, Ray Walmisley, died in mid November of last year after a long battle against prostate cancer.  He had played some of us at correspondence chess and had shown himself, despite his considerable age, to be a knowledgeable and formidable opponent.

  As mentioned in Personalia in the August 2003 edition of this Gazette, Ray was a loyal and hardworking member of the National Correspondence Chess Club, and was recently elected its President.  He also wrote extensively and regularly for the En Passant magazine, and later became its games editor.  Ray had been Club Match Captain, using his diplomacy to encourage correspondence players all over the UK.

  Sport was another of his keen interests especially football, and he was always hopeful for the success of his local team – “Pompey”!

  By those who knew him, Ray will be missed for his friendship and sense of humour.


Editor.

CHESS SETS FOR SALE

  New 20 cm, 8 inch, Staunton chess sets.  Bought from the Netherlands:£13.

  New RNIB 30 cm, 12 inch, Staunton sets £15.  Note. The dowels in the pieces have been filed to produce a better fit in the board.

  Second-hand Merrick 30 cm, 12 inch, sets with prisons: £5.

  All payments go to BCA funds.  Contact Stan Lovell.

PROFILE

  I was born in 1944, the youngest of four children, of parents both of whom worked in the cotton mills of Haslingden, a small East Lancashire town, for very little pay.  My eldest brother died when he was ten-years-old, the next brother had to undergo major surgery when aged eight and my sister was born with a congenitally dislocated hip which necessitated an eighteen-month stay in hospital.  Discovering that I was blind, on top of all this, would have destroyed many a family but my parents soldiered on seemingly unfazed and provided as best they could for all of us.

  When aged five I went to Wavertree School for the Blind in Liverpool which must have been a further wrench for them and a sound grounding in the three Rs for me.  It was there that one of my fellow pupils, Frank McFarlane, first introduced me to the rudiments of chess.  I was fortunate to continue my education at Worcester College for the Blind where the now legendary Reg Bonham built on these foundations to give me an opportunity to play in the school chess teams against other schools and local club opposition and create a life long hobby.

  I joined the BCA some time in the early 70s and have played in two events on foreign soil and probably have the distinction of being the only member of BCA to leave his guide at the airport of departure.  I have also played in a small number of our internal competitions, chiefly the quick play.  I have never ventured into correspondence chess and put it down to an impatient streak in my character.  I now live in Lancaster and play most of my chess over-the-board in my local club in this lovely part of the world with the odd venture into weekend congresses or one day events.  I do keep in touch with the younger end of Braille chess to some extent as I have long captained the team of Former Students of the now New College Worcester and there is an annual match against the present pupils in the summer term.

  After leaving school I qualified as a chartered physiotherapist in London and worked full and then part time in the NHS for eleven years before taking the major step of working full time in my own practice.  I have just retired from working and am enjoying doing more of the things I like to do: hill walking, visiting the gym, playing bridge with friends, fund-raising for GDBA (I have been a guide dog owner for twenty-seven years and currently chairman of our local fund raising branch) and spending more time with our three grand-children.  My wife, whom I met in Worcester, shares all of these hobbies except the chess and we have been blessed with a daughter and son and two wonderful children-in-law.

  When asked to write this contribution I felt considerable misgivings about just what to include, but I hope those of you who do know me may recognise the person they thought I was, Colin Fisher.

ANSWERS TO “SQUARES” MISSHAPEN!

  Readers of the previous Gazette were asked to find five anagrams of five letters or more contained in the word “squares”, excluding the words “squares” and “square”.

  The following five should fit into the four-sided shapes:

assure, ruses, sears, suers, users.

“RESIGNED” IN DISARRAY!

  Excluding the word “resigned”, the game is up when you have found six anagrams of seven letters or more.

  Answers in next magazine.


Editor.
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