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EDITORIAL

  You will gather from the thickness of this BCA Gazette that 2003 has started with a flourish.  Turn back to the front page of this magazine and you will instantly spot the wonderful news that this year’s Gazettes are sponsored by Ulverscroft, the company whose charitable trust does so much for visually-impaired people.  So with this secure financial backing I need you to continue to supply me with quantity and quality material.

  Over the past years there has been a quiet debate whether these pages should be filled with news and reports or chess games.  Just like the tightrope walker who continually goes to his bank to check his balance, so your editor has to strike a happy medium between chess and chat, games and “gas”, openings and opinions.  In this issue I think we have got it right, but of course you have to be the judge.  If, as Boris Spassky said, “Chess is like life”, then there must be something here for everyone.

  You will find a report of the tournament in Ireland; a vivid account of life at the top in Istanbul; news of the BCA 70th Anniversary celebrations at York – where it was a delight to have the refreshing presence of a good number of junior members; plus one man’s description of his success at Paignton, where, if you follow his game, you will need nearly as much stamina as the contestants!

  Sadly, the series of articles entitled “Members’ comments corner” seems to have faded out.  The seeds of this scheme were sown only a year ago, but clearly they must have fallen upon stony ground where they had no root and so quickly withered: this seed did not succeed.  Surely there are members who have something to say either about chess in general or what the BCA means to them.

  With only a few weeks to go before the next Annual General Meeting of your association, I must alert members to the fact that four people on your committee are at or above “retirement age” – whatever the interpretation of that magical figure.  I will say no more except to remind you of Tennyson’s immortal words, “The old order changeth, yielding place to new”.

  Please let me have your contributions for the next magazine by 28th March.


Peter Price.

MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS

  October: Colin Fisher, No. 11.

  November: Voldi Gailans, No. 7.

  December: Bob Brown, No. 3.

  Congratulations to the winners, each of whom will receive £35.


Wendy Holmes.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

  21st/23rd March 2003.  Annual General Meeting and chess congress.  To be held at the County Moat House Hotel, Bedford.  Major and Minor tournaments.  Entry fee £10.  Cost of accommodation on dinner, bed and breakfast £30 per person per night sharing twin or double room, £35 per person per night for single room.  The cost for those wishing to stay extra nights is £40 sharing and £45 in a single room.  These are also the prices for non-members.  Although the closing date was 31st January late entries may be accepted by the organiser.  These will be subject to a £4 late booking fee per person.

  9th to 16th August 2003.  British Championship.  To be held at Dauncey’s Hotel, Weston Super Mare.  Entry fee £10.  Accommodation, including dinner, bed, breakfast and afternoon tea £210 for members and associate members.  The cost to others will be £255.  The British Championship will be a seven rounds event open to all blind and partially sighted UK residents.  Subject  to there being a sufficient entry there will also be a Minor tournament for those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below.  Please see below for the proposed championship regulations.

  Dauncey’s Hotel is situated overlooking Madeira Cove within easy walking distance from the shops and other attractions.  A variety of social activities will be arranged.  You are invited to pass on any ideas you have for social activities to the organiser.  This excellent hotel so conveniently situated should prove to be particularly popular with those who wish to mix their chess playing with a seaside holiday.

  Entries including full payment for accommodation to the organiser Stan Lovell by 20th June 2003.
  14th-16th November 2003.  BCA International Autumn Tournament to be held at the Hertfordshire Moat House, Mark Yate.  Most convenient rail station is Luton.  A bus will be arranged to take participants from Luton Parkway station to the hotel.  There will be an Open event and the usual Minor event for those whose grade is 80 or below.  Entry fee £10.  Cost of accommodation on dinner, bed and breakfast basis, £35 per person per night.  The cost for non-members and for those staying extra nights is £45 per person per night.  Entries to the organiser Stan Lovell by 30th September 2003.

  Points gained in BCA events now count in the British Chess Federation Grand Prix.

  Associate members of BCA are eligible for both the AGM and the Autumn Tournaments.

  Blind and partially-sighted UK residents under the age of 21 receive free entry and free accommodation to BCA events.

Booking conditions.

  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender written on the back.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.

  The entry fee and cost of accommodation in full should be sent to the organiser or BCA treasurer by the advertised closing date.  Late entries and bookings are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 penalty per person.

  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.


Stan Lovell.

PROPOSED REGULATIONS FOR BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP

  Subject to approval by the committee at its meeting in January the following regulations will be put to the AGM.

  It would be helpful if any member wishing to move an amendment could send it in writing to the secretary as soon as possible.  This does not deny the right of a member to seek to move an amendment during the meeting.

  1.  The British Championship will be a seven rounds Swiss tournament open to UK blind and partially sighted residents.

  2.  Moves in the British Championship will normally be announced in the English algebraic notation but where both players agree moves may be announced in the German algebraic notation.

  3.  The rate of play will be 40 moves in two hours for each player followed by an additional 30 minutes for each player for the completion of the game.

  4.  Ties will be resolved by:

(a) sum of progressive scores

(b) Buchholz – sum of opponents’ scores

(c) Sonneborne-Berger – scores of those defeated plus half the scores of those drawn against

(d) Kashdan – 4 points for a win, 2 points for a draw and 1 point for a loss

(e) result of game between the tying players

(f) greater number of games with the black pieces

(g) by drawing lots.

  5.  The winner of the championship played in the year prior to the year of the World Individual Championship will qualify to represent the UK in that event.  If the winner declines and where there was a tie for first place, the invitation will be passed down to the player or players who tied on the same score.  Thereafter the person to represent the UK will be chosen by the selection panel.

  6.  Selection panel.  The players finishing first and second in the British Championship shall select a third person who together with them shall form the selection panel.  The selection panel shall be responsible for the selection of teams for the Olympiad and World Cup and, where necessary, individuals in the World Individual Championship subject to clause 5 above.

  Please note.  In addition to the championship there will also be a Minor tournament but this does not need to be included as part of the actual championship regulations.
NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY

  As I sit down to write these notes my mind goes back to one of the most enjoyable evenings when we were entertained by our friend from Limerick, Michael Meaney, with a mixture of sentiment, pathos and fun.  The evening had started with our 70th anniversary dinner when we were able to pay tribute to Hans Cohn for more than half a century of service to blind chess players and to his wife Stefi for her loyal support throughout much of that time and to four of our wonderful supporters, Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, Sheila Milsom and my wife Jan.  I’m sure that many, like me, were reminded of great times in the past and were encouraged by the feeling of fellowship and optimism.  Great though it is to party, we must still keep our feet on the ground so let us see how far we have progressed with our ambitious plans set out in our development programme launched at the 2002 AGM.  The two most significant areas of progress have been the launch and development of our own website and of “Junior BCA”.  It was great to have five young players from RNIB New College Worcester with us and to witness Yan Kit Chan adding the Minor event to the Under 21 Championship which he had won earlier in the year.  It has also been encouraging that our membership which had been falling for a couple of years showed signs of picking up as did the entries in our events.  OK!  One swallow does not make a summer!  We’ve plenty to do and with the help of members we can see real progress in the following projects: further development of our already good website, a build up of “Junior BCA”, a big increase in our overall membership, a real improvement in the quality of chess equipment, a greater number of books reliably transcribed into Braille, a greater exploitation of information technology and anything else which improves the service we offer to blind chess players.

  I wish you all health, happiness and fun throughout the year.

Stan Lovell.

  I have informed my colleagues on the committee that I am prepared to accept nomination as Secretary for another year but that I would not be prepared to continue in that post after March 2004.  Being Secretary of BCA is a very time consuming task and adding to this the other activities I have undertaken it has been amounting to between 20 and 30 hours per week.  Not far short of the hours worked by someone in full time employment.  If it were not for Jan’s tolerance and great assistance I should not have been able to go on for so long and we will still continue to act as tournament organisers if the committee and the members wish it.  I sense that BCA is poised for a new surge forward and that this could be a good time for some new ideas and fresh leadership.  The posts of Secretary and of Treasurer are the two most exacting posts in our organisation and that of Secretary is particularly important as it is the Secretary who sees to the day to day running of the affairs of the association.  I suggest that we should start thinking now about the person to succeed me.  If there is any way in which I can continue to play a role, but a less taxing one, I will be willing to do so.


Stan Lovell.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

JANUARY 2003

  Results which did not reach me by the 20th December will not appear in this report.  I was away from home between then and the 5th January when this report had to reach the editor.  Any results missed will appear in the next issue.

BCA Championship

Premier Group:

Patching – S. Brown 0.5 – 0.5 Queen’s Pawn 69

Rathbun – Patching 0 - 1 Giuoco Piano 37

S. Brown – Rathbun 0.5 – 0.5 Queen’s Gambit Accepted 29

Rathbun – Bryant 0.5 – 0.5

Wall – McElroy 0.5 – 0.5.

Final Scores: Way 7.5 – 9, Cohn 6.5 – 9, McElroy 6 – 9, Sobers 5 – 9, Bryant 5 – 9, Whittle 4.5 - 9, S. Brown 4 – 9, Wall 4 – 9, Patching 1.5 – 9, Rathbun 1 – 9.

  As stated before, Patching is relegated.  Wall was also relegated on tie-break.
BCA League division 2:

Schaeffer – Spink 1 – 0 Queen’s Pawn 24

Hague - Schaeffer 0 – 1 Sicilian 28.

Scores: Schaeffer 2 – 2, Hague 1.5 –3, S. Brown 0.5 – 1, Spink 0 – 2, Rathbun no results.

League Division 3:

Gallacher – Hogdkins 0.5 – 0.5.

Scores: Hodgkins 2.5 – 3, Gallacher 1.5 – 3, Bishop 1 – 2, Bryant 1 – 3, Price 1 – 3.

  The BCA’s first ever e-mail tournament is now underway and I am particularly pleased to see two of our junior members pitching in against some quite substantial senior opposition.  Results will appear in this column and subject to editorial approval/request one or two of the games.


Guy Whitehouse.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:

  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Warwickshire, CV31 2LN.

  Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address or use of medium.

  When writing to Southern Ireland at the end of the address instead of inserting Eire you should put Republic of Ireland or ROI.

  The following members as at 31st December 2002 have allowed their membership of BCA to lapse:

  Brian Barton, Keith Broadbent, Mike Carey, Geoff and John Garnett.


David Hodgkins.

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN FIFTY POUNDS!

  Would you like to win fifty pounds and help the BCA at the same time?  The committee has set up a “Special Action Group” (Stan Lovell, Richard Murphy, Chris Ross and Guy Whitehouse) to help recruit new members and expand the services we provide.  As a first step, we need to know what you want.

  You will soon receive a questionnaire asking what additional services you want from the BCA, and what you can do to help the association.  All members who send back the questionnaire by the 21st of March will be placed into a prize draw to be made at the AGM.  The first name drawn will receive £50:  the others will have the satisfaction of helping the BCA move forward.  We wait to hear from you!

Richard Murphy on behalf of the Special Action Group.
10TH WORLD INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP FOR THE BLIND AND PARTIALLY-SIGHTED

ISTANBUL 19TH-30TH NOVEMBER 2002

  The domes and minarets of countless mosques were silhouetted against a fiery sunset as the plane touched down in Istanbul.  I had come to Turkey to guide my father, Colin Chambers, who was playing for Great Britain in the 10th World Individual Championship for the Blind and Partially Sighted.  The other British representative, Chris Ross, had travelled on an earlier flight accompanied by GM Neil McDonald.

  Nobody met us at the airport but an airline official offered to telephone the hotel on our behalf.  He returned with the somewhat worrying news that the hotel had no reservations for us and knew nothing about the tournament!  Luckily, a party of Norwegian chess players had joined us by then and they knew that the venue had been changed.  Instead of a four star hotel in the European part of the city, the event was to be held in a sports complex on the other side of the Bosphorus, in Asia.

  So the Norwegians got into one taxi while Colin and I took another.  The taxi windows were open, admitting strains of eastern music from other vehicles on the warm night air.  Neither driver knew the way so they talked loudly to each other, occasionally interrogating innocent Istanbulis in an attempt to find the venue, as we dodged our way through the chaotic city traffic!

  Eventually, we arrived at the Burhan Felek Sports Complex.  A glimpse of chief arbiter, Frantisek Blatny, in the hotel reception confirmed that we were indeed in the right place.  What a relief!  At twenty-six million Turkish Lira, the taxi fare felt like the most expensive one that we had ever paid!  However, there are quite a few Turkish Lira to the pound and as we had been driven from one continent to another it seemed like excellent value!  When we finally found Chris and Neil in the restaurant that night, Colin remarked that he doubted whether anyone had ever been so pleased to meet up with Rossie!

  The next day we attended the opening ceremony where two of the Turkish players, the talented twin brothers, Selim and Kerim Altinok, played guitar and mandolin beautifully.  The playing room was actually a basketball hall, but it had been adapted superbly.  The tables were large with plenty of space between them and the room temperature was always comfortable.  Eighty-nine players from thirty-five countries competed and the flags of participating nations were displayed all around the room.

  Round one got underway as soon as the opening ceremony ended.  Chris started the tournament well with a comfortable win but Colin faced the ninth seed and was defeated.  

  Alongside the chess there was another important matter to be attended to that day.  As there was no bar at the sports complex, I had been charged with locating a source of beer!  BCA tournament players will appreciate that many competitors like to relax with a pint after their games and the prospect of twelve days without a beer was making the squad restless.  My assignment was tough as few shops stocked alcoholic drinks and some had stopped selling them during Ramadan.  However, thanks to help from a local lady the mission was accomplished and I was very popular when I returned with a few cans!

  In round two, Chris came up against his first titled opponent of the tournament, IM Jounusof from Kazakhstan.  It was a long game but Chris eventually came off worst.  However, Colin managed a draw so both British players were now off the mark.

  We soon settled into the routine of the tournament.  Neil coached Chris for several hours every morning whilst Colin, with my help, prepared using tournament bulletins.  The bulletins were impressive at first, but became progressively thinner with each round.  After that we usually went for a walk as the weather was generally warm and sunny, similar to a late summer’s day in England.  The chess started at 3pm.  In the evenings we typically met in one of our rooms for a chat and a beer.  The welcome pack described the accommodation as ‘a beautifully correct establishment, with no luxuries’.  It is true that the rooms were fairly austere, but they were each equipped with a fridge, which we put to good use.

  The IBCA held an extraordinary meeting one morning.  It began with a lengthy and heated discussion about which languages should be used.  After deciding that the meeting would be conducted in English and German, the official languages of the IBCA, the rest of the meeting was carried out predominantly in Spanish and Russian!

  In round seven, the defending champion and the top seed, both Russians, lost their games leaving just two players on six points, one on 5.5 and a group of twelve players on five points.  After drawing against IM Bjerring from Denmark, Chris was in that group!  The next day, Chris fought hard against the number five seed, but sadly things did not go as we had hoped.

  After round eight there was a much needed rest day.  All four of us went on an excursion to the European part of the city where we visited some of Istanbul’s major tourist attractions, including the magnificent Blue Mosque.  After that we had lunch at a restaurant, which took longer than expected, leaving us only one hour to explore the four thousand outlets in the Grand Bazaar!  Finally, there was just time for a quick visit to the Spice Bazaar before the bus left to take us back to the Sports Complex.  It had been a very full day, but immensely enjoyable.

  With two players on 6.5 and six players on six points there was still everything to play for in the final round.  The outcome was that four players tied on seven points.  In tie-break order they were IM Jounusof (KAZ), IM Krylov (RUS), Nizam (BUL) and IM Bjerring (DEN).

  I have many memories to treasure from this event, including the camaraderie within the GB squad, the quality of the chess, the sightseeing trip in Istanbul and, perhaps best of all, the warm and welcoming nature of the Turkish people.


Julie Leonard

Istanbul – Summary of Results

Ross:

TORRES COL unrated 0:1 ROSS

ROSS 0:1 JOUNUSOF KAZ 2246 IM

OZA IND unrated 0:1 ROSS

PALACIOS PEREZ ESP 2192 0:1 ROSS

ROSS ½:½ MIKHALEV RUS 2258

ROSS 1:0 SAKIC CRO 2150

BJERRING DEN 2265 IM ½:½ ROSS

ROSS 0:1 ZOLTEK POL 2291 FM

GUNAJEW POL 2213 ½:½ ROSS

Finished in 17th place on 5.5 points.  A superb performance considering that Chris was seeded 36 and he played against four out of the top eleven seeds. 

Chambers:
ROSITSAN LTU 2251 1:0 CHAMBERS

CHAMBERS ½:½ TAVSOLI IRA unrated

TORRES COL unrated ½:½ CHAMBERS

CHAMBERS ½:½ VIKEN NOR unrated

VILAS BOAS BRA unrated 0:1 CHAMBERS

CHAMBERS ½:½ KONEV UKR 2121

EROS HUN 2102 ½:½ CHAMBERS

CHAMBERS ENG 0:1 WOLAK POL 2124

VOJAN HUN 2126 ½:½ CHAMBERS

Finished in 54th place on 4 points.  A characteristically steady performance, with only two losses and some excellent draws against his strong Ukrainian and Hungarian opponents.

Istanbul – Games

  Colin and Chris chose these games for inclusion in the Gazette and have each added some notes of their own.

Round 1:  Rositsan 2251, Lithuania v Chambers England

1 e4 c5;  2 Nf3 Nc6;  3 d4 cxd4;  4 Nxd4 g6;  5 Nxc6 bxc6;  6 Qd4 Nf6;  7 e5 Nd5;  8 e6 f6;  9 exd7 Bxd7;
10 Be2 e5;  11 Qd1 Bg7;  12 c4 Ne7;  13 f4 exf4;  14 Bxf4 0-0;  15 0-0 Qb6+;  16 Kh1

  (I heard somewhere that a millionaire promised to leave his fortune to his nephew, with the proviso that he never played queen takes on b2.  There is, of course, an exception to most rules. I should have played 16… Qxb2 and 17 Nd2 is probably best for White.  If, for instance, White tries 17 Qxd7 Qxa1 18 Qxe7 Rae8 and this wins the Bishop on e2)

16 … Rad8?
17 Qb3 Be6;  18 Nc3 Qxb3;  19 axb3 Rd7;  20 Ne4 Nc8;  21 Nc5 Re7;  22 Bf3 f5;  23 Bxc6 Bxb2;  24 Ra2 Bf6

25 Nxe6 Rxe6;  26 Bd5 Black resigned
Round 8:  Ross 2101 England v Zoltek 2292 Poland

  The vital round.  Coming into this, I was on 5/7, a full point behind the leading pack. Two wins out of the last two rounds would have guaranteed me a placing. My opponent was known for his solid nature, but we had prepared well and were confident of picking up the full point.

1. e4 c5;  2. Nf3 Nc6;  3. Bb5 g6;  4. Bxc6 dxc6;  5. 0-0 Bg7;  6. d3 Nf6;  7. h3 Nd7;  8. Nc3 e5;  9. Be3 Qe7

10. Qd2 Nf8;  11. Bh6 Ne6;  12. Bxg7 Nxg7;  

13. Qh6?! (unnecessary)
13. … f6;
14. Ne2 0-0;  15. Qe3 g5? (f5 is now weak);
16. Ng3 b6;  17. a4 a5;  18. Nd2 Be6;  19. b3 Rab8;  20. Rfe1 Rfd8;  21. Qf3 Qf7;  22. Ndf1 Rd7;  23. Ne3 Rc7

24. Kf1 Rd8;  25. Ngf5 Nxf5;  26. Nxf5 Bxf5;  27. Qxf5 Qg6;  28. Qe6+ Qf7;  29. Qg4 Qd7;  30. Re3 Kg7

  (Black sets a pretty trap, which white should avoid with 31 Qf3)

31. Rf3 h5!

  (Equalising. Black rids himself of his bad pawn.  32. Qxh5 Rh8 33. Qg4 Qxg4 34 hxg4 Rh1+ 35 Ke2 Rxa1 wins a rook)

32 Qf5 Qxf5;  33. Rxf5 h4;  34. Ke2 Ra7;  35. g3! Rh8;  36. f4! hxg3;  37. fxe5 Rxh3;  38. exf6+ Kg6

  (The crucial moment! White is winning, but finding the accurate sequence of moves was impossible in the time scramble.  I have to round up the g3 pawn somehow, and then push my passed pawns through, but my rook on f5 could be hanging if I push e5 to support my f6 pawn. Or does white now finish black off?)

39 Rf3?

  (Not like this! After this, white's advantage disappears. The clever hidden tactic to hold it together and clinch the win is the correct looking 39. Kf3 but then 39... Rf7 seems to pick up the f6 pawn. But no! 40 Rf1!! with the x-ray defence and black can resign)

39... Rah7;  40. Rg1 Rh2+;  41. Ke3 Rxc2;  42. e5??

  (Forfeits the game. 42. f7 and White has air to breathe.  42... Rxf7 43. Rfxg3 looks equal, but the passed e pawn can cause trouble)

42... Rhh2!

  (Mating the white king. Double rooks on the 7th rank. Good motto)

43. Re1

  (leading to a quick end 43. Ke4 Rhe2+ 44. Re3 Rf2 or 43 Ke4 Rhf2 and the threat of Rce2+ and Rf4 mate is difficult to defend against)

43... g2;  44. f7 g1=Q+

(If 45. Rxg1 Rhe2 mate)

46. White resigns.

2002 BCCL TEAM FINAL REPORT

  The BCA team finished with 8 points out of 16 in the Premier Division of the British Correspondence Chess League, tying for fourth place out of 11 teams and was not so far behind the two promoted teams.

  The individual players scored as follows:

Board 1, Peter Gibbs 1.5/2

Board 2, Steve Burnell 0/2

Board 3, Sir John Wall 1.5/2

Board 4, Bill Armstrong 1/2

Board 5, Norman Wragg 1/2

Board 6, Norman Andrews 1.5/2

Board 7, Hans Cohn 0.5/2

Board 8, David Hodgkins 2/2.
  Play has already started in the new competition; sadly Bill Armstrong asked to be released from the team this time as he and his wife are planning an extended holiday in Australia.  However, I am pleased to say that Tyson Mordue – fresh from his triumph at Paignton – has rejoined us.  The team in board order reads:

Tyson Mordue, Peter Gibbs, Sir John Wall, Steve Burnell, Norman Wragg, Norman Andrews, David Hodgkins and Hans Cohn.  The two reserves are Ray Walmisley and Geoff Brown.


Peter Gibbs (Captain).

2002 INTERNATIONAL AUTUMN TOURNAMENT

  The Autumn Tournament, which celebrated the 70th anniversary of the BCA, was held at the Elmbank Hotel, York.  The Elmbank, which was built in 1870, is well known to many from a previous visit; and, once again, everyone was warmly welcomed by the friendly and helpful staff.  The bedrooms were cosy, the food very tasty and playing conditions were excellent.

  The event was sponsored by several groups and trusts, all of whom have our grateful thanks.  The congress was very well attended and players from Ireland and Holland took part.

  A very pleasing aspect was the entry of a group of new younger members from RNIB New College Worcester, all of whom seem to have enjoyed themselves – one of them winning the Minor tournament.  They brought new ideas and interest to the Minor event, and were warmly welcomed at the presentation ceremony and by their various opponents at the chessboard.

  Julie Leonard, who has so often acted as arbiter, for once took to the board and was the sole female representative in the Open tournament.

  The highlight of the event was the Saturday evening reception and presentation ceremony followed by a gala dinner.  Hans and Stefi Cohn, who were guests of honour for the weekend, received a large chess memento from Peter Gibbs, in recognition of their years of service and dedication to the association; while Jim Lidstone made presentations for long service and achievements to Phyllis and Clive Hodgkins, Jan Lovell, Sheila Milsom and Graham Lilley; also to Brian Perham a small memento cup for his Minor tournament win earlier in the year, and there was mention of a prize for Mark Kirkham who was unable to be present.  Invited guests included representatives from the Skipton Building Society, and Julia Scott, our fundraiser, with her husband, Roy.  The evening was rounded off with entertainment from Michael Meaney, ably assisted by aspiring vocalists from over the water.

  A party of non-chess players visited the castle museum on the Sunday morning, where there was much to see and experience: one could have spent a whole day at this fascinating centre.

  Our thanks go to Sheila Milsom who again ran a raffle raising the princely sum of £121; Gerry Walsh and Peter Gibbs for controlling the tournament; and especially to Jan and Stan Lovell for their superb organisation and attention to detail.

  I felt the weekend was well summed up by Tyson Mordue when, accepting the trophy as winner of the open, he thanked everyone for the friendly support they had shown him.  This, he said, had helped him overcome illness to play successfully through the last two rounds.  He remarked that it was wonderful to be a member of such a caring and supporting association.  So say all of us!


Roger Waters.

RESULTS

  Open:

4/5: Mordue, Ross – Mordue won the trophy on the tie-break.

3.5: Cumbers, Chambers, Burnell, Doyle (Ireland).

3: Lilley, Whittle, Van Aurich (Holland), Loftus (Ireland), Cohn.

  Loftus and Cohn shared first grading prize.

2.5: Wragg, Andrews, Waters.

  Waters won 2nd grading prize.

2: Lovell, Casey (Ireland), S. Brown, Murphy, Leonard.

1.5: Hodgkins.

1: Thacker, Kirkham, Perham, Sobers.
  Minor:

4.5/5: Kit Chan.

4: Phillips, Osborne.

3.5: Meaney (Ireland).

3: Watkins, Cuthbert, Irving, Allen.

  Cuthbert, Irving and Allen shared the grading prize.

2.5: Patching, Paskell.

2: C. Brown, Busbridge, R. Brown.

1.5: Collisson, Lidstone, Cash.

1: Harrington.

0: Sherwood.

PROFILE: MICHAEL HAGUE

  By the time you read this article I should be on “borrowed time”, reaching my 70th birthday in early new year.

  I was fortunate enough to be taught chess by Reg Bonham who was maths master at my old school in Worcester.  I feel he may have been disappointed if he had known that I progressed no further than “middle-of-the-road”.

  I joined the BCA in 1965 at the time of my marriage.  There was no escape once Les Brown had caught my enthusiasm!  Having played a little over-the-board chess locally after leaving school, I found correspondence chess suited me better.

  I have lived and worked all my life on our family farm in Kenilworth.  I specialised in egg production, with a little help from the hens I must have turned out about 10 million eggs.

  Married, with one son and one daughter, Barbara, my wife and I are currently establishing a “hardy plant” nursery here on the farm, for both of them to run.  As the nursery is situated close to the main line between Coventry and Leamington Spa, the plan is to market hardy perennial border plants using the name “Railway Cuttings”!  Strange really, I thought I had retired once!

  After my first retirement I took up two new hobbies.  I became an amateur radio operator, gaining an A licence, which enabled me to transmit on all bands and so make contact with people all over the world.  My biggest thrill occurred when my daughter was in the air service and was posted in the Falklands.  We planned a contact, and I put out a tentative call through eight thousand miles of space and heard: “Is that you dad?”

  My second hobby was archery.  A life of hay bailing has left me with a strong drawing arm.  As there are few visually impaired archers, I have managed to arrow my way to international status, winning the British outdoor and indoor championship in my class.  This has also taken me to Bordeaux and Antwerp, and to Prague where our team demonstrated archery for the visually impaired in the hope of gaining recognition for inclusion in future paralympics.

  Amongst my happier moments I can be found pottering around in the greenhouse listening to radio cricket commentary.

  Best wishes to you all.


Michael Hague.

IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT

11TH TO 14TH OCTOBER 2002

  For this, our tenth BCAI Open Tournament, we moved for the second time outside Dublin.  Following our first venture outside the capital in Cork four years ago, the venue this time was the Castletroy Park Hotel, some five kilometres from the centre of Limerick City.  Early in 2001 we enlisted the support of local BCAI Member Michael Meaney.  Michael suggested the Castletroy and arrangements were soon put in progress.

  Friday, October 11th, turned out to be a very wet day in Dublin.  I set out for the railway station in the early afternoon and despite the inevitable encounter with Dublin's traffic my taxi-man got me to Heuston in good time for the 2 o'clock train to Limerick.  Near the ticket office I met up with our treasurer, Ernie McElroy, and his Rathmines club-mate, John Crowley.  The train was almost full but we managed to find seats close together and had a pleasant journey to Limerick.  On our way out of the station we met up with tournament favourite, Chris Ross, from England.  Chris and his mother had been on the same train from Dublin, having caught it with not a moment to spare.  We soon found taxis and made our way to the hotel, where we were in fact the last to arrive.  It was pleasing to find that all travel arrangements had gone without a hitch.  We discovered that one group which had flown from England to Dublin had decided to hire a car at the airport and were able to complete the journey in good time.

  Following an excellent meal we assembled at 7.30 in the room where the chess was to be played.  The original plan was to have two sections, but there were only seven players graded below 1400.  We therefore had all 24 players competing in a single open tournament.  There were ten Irish players, seven from England, four from the Netherlands and three who had come all the way from India. 

  In the first round players from the same country were kept apart.  Results went very much according to the seedings except that David Hodgkins (England) drew with Ernie McElroy (Ireland).  Round 2 again produced no major surprises and now there were five players on full points. 

  The third round brought the leading contenders into direct opposition.  Chris Ross, who out-rated his nearest rival by some 200 points, beat Rob Van Aurich (Netherlands).  Philip Doyle won against India's Gourab Gadodia.  These were joined on three points by Michael Delaney who defeated John Gallagher (England).  On the Sunday morning the fourth round draw produced the all-Irish pairing of Doyle-Delaney with Ross playing Hodgkins.  Delaney and Ross were the winners and these two now battled it out in round five.  In this encounter Chris came out on top leaving him a point ahead going into the last round.  Gadodia moved into a share of second place with victory over Van Aurich.  In the final round Ross drew with Gadodia to secure first place on 5.5 points.  Delaney drew with McElroy and Doyle beat Gallagher to share second place with Gadodia on 4.5.  Stan Lovell (England) and Eamonn Casey (Ireland) both finished strongly to tie for fifth place on 4 points.  These two also shared one of the four grading prizes.  The others went to John Gallagher and George Plechaty (England) and Tony Murray (Ireland).  George also retained the trophy for players graded under 1400.  A special word of thanks is due to our as ever quiet and efficient tournament controller, Tim Conlan.  Tim on this occasion was assisted most capably by local man, Gerry Graham and by John Crowley.  Gerry is very much involved in organising the prestigious Bunratty Tournament which takes place in February each year.  He also displayed his versatility by winning Michael Meaney's "limerick" competition.

  Away from the chessboard there was no shortage of other activities.  Some of our number found time to avail of the Castletroy's excellent leisure centre.  On the Saturday for those not playing chess there was a coach trip to Bunratty Castle and Folk Park and to King John's Castle.  Once again our good friend from Cork, Barry O'Brien, excelled as organiser and tour guide.  Barry once again gave us much valuable help in the preparations for the tournament and he and his wife, Mary, were with us throughout the weekend to see that everything went according to plan.  On the Saturday evening we were visited by the Mayor of Limerick, John Cronin.  He accepted an invitation to stay for dinner and after the meal he made a short speech in which he welcomed us all to the city of Limerick and hoped we would have an enjoyable stay.  There followed a most interesting talk from local historian and raconteur, Frank Prendergast.  We also had a few words from Rob Van Aurich from the Netherlands.  Then it was time for the music to begin and here Michael Meaney really came up with a winner.  To entertain us we had Limerick's well-known singer/songwriter, Denis Allen.  Immediately on hearing the sound of the guitar Michael prompted "Limerick, you're a lady!".  This is the song for which Denis is most famous.  After this he continued to sing and play for some 2-and-a-half hours without a break.  There was plenty of audience participation, too, and this included a number of solo performances.  It was a rare and delightful pleasure to have a musician who did not need deafening amplification.  As has become almost traditional at these tournaments we got together on the Sunday evening for an informal "sing-along" in the bar.  Following the final round and the presentation of prizes on the Monday most of us were soon on our way to the railway station.  The weather was dry and the train a lot less crowded than it had been on the Friday.  Arriving in Dublin in the middle of the rush hour there was the inevitable scramble for buses and taxis.

  Later there would be time to reflect on another very successful tournament.  We in the BCAI are eternally grateful to our associate members and supporters without whose help these tournaments could not take place.  It is also appropriate to mention those who travel from overseas to participate.  As we plan our next tournament in 2004 we very much hope that our friends from England, The Netherlands and India will again be able to come and join us.
Final standings:

1 Chris Ross England 5.5

2-4 Philip Doyle Ireland 4.5

  Gourab Gadodia India 4.5

  Michael Delaney Ireland 4.5

5-6 Eamonn Casey Ireland 4

  Stan Lovell England 4

7-11 Rob Van Aurich Holland 3.5

  Ernie McElroy Ireland 3.5 

  John Gallagher England 3.5

  David Hodgkins England 3.5

  Steve Thacker England 3.5

12-15 Sean Loftus Ireland 3

  George Plechaty England 3

  Bastiaan Gramser Holland 3

  Kim Hoogenraad Holland 3

16-18 Tony Murray Ireland 2.5

  Prakish Sony India 2.5

  Michael Murphy England 2.5

19-21 Kailish Singh India 2

  Michael Meaney Ireland 2

  Gerard Den-Otter Holland 2

22 John Carroll Ireland 1

23-24 Shane Hall Ireland 0.5

  Trevor Hussey Ireland 0.5

Sean Loftus

BCA BAZAAR

  This is a BCA fund-raising enterprise.  If you have books or equipment you would like to get rid of, you are invited to advertise them in this column and to name a price.  A buyer sends the money to our Honorary Treasurer by way of a donation to the BCA.  On receipt of the donation the treasurer will notify you.  Your next move will be to send the items to the buyer.

  In this way you have parted with goods you do not need, the buyer will have acquired something he/she wants and the BCA will have benefited by a donation.


Committee.

A TRIUMPH AT PAIGNTON

Preface by Roger Waters:

  In the 52nd Paignton Congress held at the first week of September 2002 Tyson Mordue, an associate member of the Braille Chess Association, came equal first in the Open section.  In round 5 he was paired with Grand Master Keith Arkell who came equal second in the British Championship held at Scarborough in 2001.  Arkell was well in the lead in the Grand Prix for 2002 and was hoping to consolidate his position with a strong showing at Paignton.  Here is Tyson’s annotated analysis of this game with a typically kind introduction.

*  *  *  *  *  *

  This recording is at the special request of those BCA members who were present at Paignton during the tournament in early September. Thank you for all your support and best wishes. Here is the game you wanted to see, and it’s dedicated to you.

PAIGNTON PREMIER Round 5, 5/9/02

WHITE: A T MORDUE (2270)

BLACK: K C ARKELL (GM 2521)

1 e4 c6; 2 d4 d5; 3 Nc3 g6; 4 e5 Bg7

  (A move out of fashion unless Black intends the curious ...Nh6, ...f6 and ...Nf7 lines.)

5 Be2!?

  (A misapprehension.  The normal 5 f4 is best.)

5 ...c5!?; 6 f4

  (6 dxc5 may well be playable.  However White conceives an interesting plan of a dark square blockade on the Q-side.)

6 ...cxd4; 7 Qxd4 Be6; 8 Be3 Nc6; 9 Bb5 Nh6; 10 Qa4 Nf5; 11 Bxc6+ bxc6; 12 Bc5

  (Everything as anticipated by White since move 6.  I declined to play 12 Qxc6+ because of 12 ...Kf8.  Now Black threatens 13 ...Nxe3 and 13 ...d4 followed by 14 ...Bd5 and 15 ...Bxg2.  Arkell now attempts the same tactic in a different way.)

  12 ...d4!?; 13 0-0-0?

  (13 Bxd4! Nxd4; 14 0-0-0 is a much better way of playing the position.  If then 14 ...Qd5; 15 Qxd4 Qxa2/g2??; 16 Qd7+ Kf8; 17 Qd8+ Rxd8; 18 Rxd8 mate.)

13 ...Bd5!; 14 Nxd5 Qxd5; 15 Bxd4 Qxg2; 16 Ne2

  (16 Nh3 0-0; 17 Ng5 h6 and Black has a winning position.)

16 ...0-0

  (Obviously not 16 ...Qxe2; 17 Qxc6+ wins.  Now the Ne2 really is en prise.)

17 Ng3!? Nxg3; 18 hxg3

  (White intended 18 Rhg1 missing both ...Qxh2 and ...Ne2+.  However the somewhat accidental P-sacrifice has good value because of the open lines.  In the post-mortem Arkell said he felt this was White’s best line!)

18 ...Qxg3; 19 Bc5 Rfe8; 20 Qe4 Qg4

  (Played instantly!  The threat was 21 Rdg1 trapping the Q!)

21 Rdg1 Qe6; 22 Kb1 Red8; 23 Qe3 Rd7; 24 Bd4!

  (A good defensive regrouping to c3.)

24 ...R8d8; 25 Bc3 a5; 26 a3 Rd5

  (The game has settled down.  Black still has his extra P but as Arkell stressed he still has to win this position.  White can’t take a R off the first rank as long as Black has ...Rd1+ so he has to resort to some horizontal regrouping instead.)

27 Rf1 Qf5; 28 Rhg1 f6!?; 29 Qb6 fxe5; 30 fxe5 Qe6; 31 Re1 Rf8; 32 Bxa5!?

  (White sees no reason not to take back the P)

32 ...Rb5; 33 Qa7 Qc4!?

  (Planning a Q-side attack, but missing White’s 35th move.  Better is simply 33 ...Rxe5 to which White was planning to reply 34 Bc3 exchanging Black’s B before it can do any damage down the long diagonal.)

34 Bb4 c5; 35 Qc7!

  (Creating an awkward vertical pin on the Pc5.)

35 …Bh6

Diagram: 5rk1; 2Q1p2p; 6pb; 1rp1P3; 1Bq5; P7;1PP5; 1K2R1R1

  (After long thought.  The obvious 35 ...R8b8; 36 Qc6 Qd4 is met not by 37 Bc3?? Qxc3, but by 37 Qe6+ Kh8; 38 Rh1 threatening mate by 39 Rxh7+ Kxh7; 40 Rh1+ Bh6; 41 Qf7+ Kh8; 42 Rxh6.)

36 Qc6 Rf2; 37 Bc3 Rb8

  (37 ...Qxc3; 38 Qxb5 Qxc2+; 39 Ka1 is OK for White.)

38 Ka1 Bg7

  (38 ...Rxc2?; 39 Rxg6+! hxg6; 40 Qxg6+ Bg7; 41 Qxc2)

39 Rg2 Rf1; 40 Rg1 Rf2

  (Black refused a draw.)

41 Rg2 R2f8; 42 Rd2 Rbc8

  (The sealed move.  Black did no adjournment analysis.  White simply set the position up and concluded, without actually moving any pieces[!!], that his best plan was to swap all the Rooks on d8 when the outside passed a-Pawn gave good winning chances, if Black did not have a perpetual check on f1 and c4.  Arkell persists in trying to win what is probably a drawn position to enhance his Grand Prix chances.)

43 Qd7 Ra8

  (43... R[either]d8 is dreadful after 44 Qxd8 Rxd8; 45 Rxd8+ Bf8 [45… Kf7; 46 e6+ wins]; 46 e6 intending Bc3-f6xe7 or Rf1 as appropriate.  Defending with the Q on the K-side leaves the a-Pawn free to run.  In the game Black now threatens 44 ...Rxa3+.)

44 Rd3 e6; 45 R1d1 g5?

  (The idea is to play, when possible, the manoeuvre ... Qc4-e4-g6 and push the K-side Pawns with the support of the Q.  However Black overlooks White’s next with its huge threat of Rd7 to follow.)

46 Qe7! g4

Diagram: r4rk1; 4Q1bp; 4p3; 2p1P3; 2q3p1; P1BR4; 1PP5; K2R4

  (So that if 47 Rd7 Rxa3+; 48 Kb1 [48 bxa3 Qxc3+ and 49... Qxe5 with drawing chances] 48... Qa2+; 49 Kc1 when 49... Qa1 +; 50 Kd2 Rf2+; 51 Ke1 wins for White, but unfortunately 49... Bh6+ wins for Black!)

47 b3! Qa6

  (47... Rxa3+; 48 Kb2 Qa6; 49 Rd7 Ra2+; 50 Kb1 wins as Black cannot check on a1 now that the Bc3 controls it.  After the text move if White persists with 48 Rd7 then Black plays 48... Qxa3+; 49 Kb1 Qa2+; 50 Kc1 Bh6+; 51 R1d2 Rf1 mate!  In the game Black actually forestalls Rd7, but White’s a-Pawn has begun to march and the Pg4 becomes indefensible.)

48 a4 Rae8; 49 Qg5 Rf7; 50 Rd8 Rxd8; 51 Rxd8+ Rf8; 52 Rxf8+ 

  (There is no mate as Black’s defences include ... Qf1+-f8 if necessary.  However White has now accomplished his plan conceived at the adjournment, tidied up his K-position and annexed Black’s g-Pawn into the bargain.  Black’s K and B are much too far away if there is an exchange of Qs on the Q-side, so he tries to create counterplay.)

52... Kxf8; 53 Qxg4 Qc6

  (If 53...c4; 54 Qh5 threatening the h-pawn and Bb4+ followed by Qe8+ is strong.)
54 Kb2 Kf7; 55 a5 Qh1; 56 Qf4+ Kg6

Diagram: 8; 6bp; 4p1k1; P1p1P3; 5Q2; 1PB5; 1KP5; 7q

  (Other K moves would have been met by Qc4 threatening different Ps with check.)

57 a6 h5

  (Black’s intended piece counterplay with 57... Bh6 intending ... Qc1+ followed by ... Qxc2+ fails to 58 Qf6+ Kh5; 59 Qf7+ Kg4 [59... Kg5; 60 Bd2+ wins, while 59... Kh4 simply allows 60 Qxh7 defending c2.] 60 Qxe6+ [not 60 Qxh7?? Bc1+ wins the Q] and White succeeds in getting his Q to f5 to defend c2, as both 60... Kf4/g5 are met by 61 Bd2+.  Instead Arkell tries to run his h-Pawn.)

58 a7 h4; 59 Qa4! Qa8; 60 Qd7

  (With Black’s Q tied down in the corner, White’s can run amok.)

60 ... h3; 61 Qxe6+ Kg5; 62 Bd2+ Kh4; 63 Qe7+!

  (Black’s attempts to avoid losing his h-pawn with check have resulted in him losing the B with check instead!  Clearly 63... Kh5 allows 64 Qg5 mate, but after 63... Kg4; 64 Qxg7+ Kf3; 65 Be1 threatening Qg3+ ends all resistance, and 63... Kg3; 64 Qxg7+ Kf2; 65 Bf4 does the same.)

Black resigned 1-0.

Tyson Mordue.

STOP PRESS

  Steve Brown won gold medal in the B1 category of the World Weightlifting Championship in the Czech Republic.  In attaining this remarkable achievement, Steve smashed the world record no fewer than nine times!

  Congratulations, Steve, on this outstanding performance.


Editor.




