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EDITORIAL


The British chess world is still recovering from the shock of the death of Tony Miles at the age of 46, one of the finest and most likable of grand-masters. Tony acquitted himself well in many tournaments, beating several world champions, wrote innumerable articles and did much to foster youth chess. It is right that our association should be sufficiently outward-looking to mark his passing in these pages.


Looking inwards, particularly at this magazine, I have had a useful suggestion from one of our dedicated number. "Members' comments corner" is introduced in this edition, but it will only flourish if you, the readers, will contribute! As Edmund Burke is reputed to have said: "The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil, is for good men to do nothing": so let's hear from you.


We also have an invitation from our friends in Eire, and there is an intriguing brainteaser to round off this Gazette.


Most significant of all, as you will read, is the fact that your association has reached the magic "three score years and ten!" What of the future?


Please send me material for the May edition by 30th March.


Peter Price.


 


MILLENNIUM CLUB WINNERS


Prizes remain at £30.


October: Derek Spink, No. 8.


November: Tyson Mordue, No. 25.


December: Celia Gibbs, No. 68.


As always, new members are welcome to get in touch with Wendy Holmes, Honorary Treasurer.


Wendy Holmes.


BCA AT 70


Perhaps no-one knows the precise date of birth of BCA, but we have come to recognise our birthday as being 1st January and on 1st January this year we celebrated our 70th birthday. Our association has expanded its field of activities greatly since those early days when postal chess was the main activity and when some even felt that special over-the-board tournaments for blind players was not a good idea. I do not know when the first over-the-board tournament took place but it was almost certainly initiated by Hans Cohn. Jack Horrocks and Frank Oliver were the initiators of the Putney Tournament which we now know as our Autumn Tournament, and I believe that the idea of a tournament over the AGM weekend came from discussions between Derek Heyes, David Milsom and myself. Certainly over-the-board tournaments are now one of the main activities of BCA. Postal chess, however, remain


Perhaps computers and the benefits which can be gained from them by blind people will play a major part in the development of BCA during the next few years: as a training tool, for access to more of the mass of material available to the sighted players and as a means of communication by e-mail etc.


From the late 1970's to the mid-1990's membership of BCA rose from around 80 to well over 200 with the number of participants at tournaments rising from about a dozen to over 40. During the past five years there has been a decline in both membership and in the number of participants at our events. We must hope that the measures being taken by our committee will bring in more new members and greater participation at our events.


When reaching a landmark such as our 70th anniversary it is a good time for us to realise and acknowledge that the progress we have made in recent years and the development we hope to continue in the future have been made possible by the efforts of our founders and many dedicated workers for BCA over the years. I hope we may find time during this year to drink a toast to those pioneers.


Stan Lovell.


 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS


 


1st to 3rd March. Annual General Meeting and Five Round Tournament. Midland Hotel, Derby. Entry £10. Accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast, £37 per person per day if sharing and £40.50 for single room occupancy. £4 extra for bookings after 1st February. Although the final date for bookings has passed you might still be able to get a late booking in if you hurry. Organiser Stan Lovell whose address is at the front of this magazine.


25th May to 1st June. BCA Minor Tournament. St. Winifred's Hotel, Morecambe. Entry £10. Accommodation including dinner, bed and breakfast £168 per person for the week. Some coaching sessions will be included for entries of all strengths. This event has become one of the most popular amongst members. It is limited to those whose grade is 130 or below and it is particularly suitable for novices and for those who may be trying to get back into chess playing. Organiser David Hodgkins whose address is at the front of this magazine.


International Autumn Tournament. 8th to 10th November at the Elmbank Hotel, York. Watch out for more details in the May issue.


Stan Lovell.


Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 participating in BCA events receive free entry and pay reduced rates of accommodation.


Points gained in BCA events count in the Terence Chapman Group Disabled Prix.


Booking conditions.


All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association. Building society cheques should have the name of the sender written on the back. Post dated cheques are not accepted.


The entry fee and cost of accommodation in full should be sent to the organiser or BCA treasurer by the advertised closing date. Late entries and bookings are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 penalty per person.


BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.


Stan Lovell.


 


IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT 2002


This event will be held at the Castletroy Park Hotel, Limerick, from Friday 11th to Monday 14th October. The 6-round Swiss will be open to all visually impaired players and their guides. The Major section will be for players of all strengths, while the Minor will be limited to players graded under 100. The rate of play will be all moves in 1 hour 45 minutes. The weekend will commence with a meal on the Friday at 6.00 and conclude with prize giving on the Monday at about 2 p.m.


The Castletroy Park is a 4-star hotel with a leisure centre, located 17 miles from Shannon airport. The cost for 3 nights bed and breakfast with evening meal is 190 Euro for players and guides and for others 234 Euro. The single room supplement is 35 Euro per night. The closing date for bookings and payment of fees is 31st August.


Fees should be paid to the treasurer, Ernie McElroy. Further enquiries to Eamonn Casey.


 


Philip Doyle.


 


 


NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY


This year's AGM will be looking at several important proposals which could have an influence on the way in which the BCA goes forward.


The format of the British Championship continues to exercise the minds of many who think we may not quite have it right at the moment, and a radical proposal for a junior division of BCA are probably the two most significant issues we will be discussing, but there are sure to be other items which will provoke animated discussion.


I appreciate that some try to avoid meetings like the plague but I ask you to do your best to join us in trying to reach the right decisions: we would all like to skip the AGM if we could but our BCA would be in a right mess if we did.


Stan Lovell.


 


TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT


FEBRUARY 2002


36th BCA Championship


Premier Group.


Whittle - Wall 1 - 0 (Queen's Pawn) 13


Sobers - Patching 1 - 0 (Phil) 37


Patching - McElroy 0 - 1 (King's Indian) 25


Way - S. Brown 1 - 0 (King's Indian) 25


S. Brown - Bryant 1 - 0 (Queen's Gambit Accepted) 45


Cohn - S. Brown 1 - 0 (no details)


McElroy - Rathbun 1 - 0 (Sicilian) 25


Sobers - McElroy 0 - 1 (Queen's Pawn) 30.


Latest position.


Sobers 5 - 7, Way 3 - 3, McElroy 3 - 3, Brown 2.5 - 5, Cohn 1 - 3, Whittle 1 - 2, Wall 0.5 - 2, Rathbun 0.5 - 2, Bryant 0 - 2, Patching 0 - 2, Sproson 0 - 3.


Group A.


Hague - Bishop 1 - 0


Phillips - Innes 1 - 0


Couchman - Bishop 0 - 1


Bishop - Innes 1 - 0.


Latest position:


Whitehouse 2 - 2, Hague 2 - 3, Bishop 2 - 3, Couchman 1 - 3, Hodgkins 0 - 1, Innes 0 - 2.


Group B.


Spink - Phillips 0.5 - 0.5 (Irregular) 40


Phillips - Davey 1 - 0 (Irregular) 20


Price - Phillips 0 - 1 (Grob) 17


Collisson - Price 0.5 - 0.5 (Dutch) 20.


Latest position:


Spink 4.5 - 5, Phillips 2.5 - 3, Davey 2 - 4, Price 1.5 - 5, Collisson 0.5 - 2, Hares 0 - 3.


No results to hand for Group C.


BCA League


Division 1.


S. Brown - Gibbs 1 - 0


Schaefer - Brown 0.5 - 0.5


Brown - Sproson 0 - 1


Way - Brown 1 - 0


McElroy - Gibbs 0.5 - 0.5


Way - McElroy 1 - 0.


Final placings.


Way 4, McElroy 2.5, Gibbs 2.5, Brown 1.5, Schaefer 1.5.


Division 2.


Final placings.


Phillips 2.5, O'Brien 2.5, Perham 1, Spink 0. (Dan Barry withdrew). 


Division 3.


Rathbun - Hodgkins 0.5 - 0.5 (French) 25


Rathbun - Bryant 0.5 - 0.5.


Final placings.


Hague 3.5, Rathbun 3, Bryant 2.5, Bishop 2.5, Hodgkins 2, Price 1.5.


Division 4.


Cuthbert - Townshend 0 - 1


Cuthbert - Patching 0.5 - 0.5 (Sicilian) 55


Gallacher - Townshend 0.5 - 0.5


McTavish - Cuthbert 1 - 0


Gallacher - McTavish 1 - 0


McTavish - Townshend 1 - 0


Rees - Patching 1 - 0


Townshend - Rees 0 - 1


Gallacher - Rees 0.5 - 0.5


Winkworth - Gallacher 0 - 1


Cuthbert - Rees 0 - 1


Winkworth - Townshend 0.5 - 0.5.


Final placings.


Gallacher 5, Rees 4, McTavish 3, Townshend 3, Winkworth 2.5, Patching 1.5, Cuthbert 1.


Division 5.


Hodges - Potter 1 - 0.


Final placings.


Couchman 3.5, Davey 3.5, Collisson 1, Hodges 1, Potter 0.


Many congratulations to John Way on winning the Newton cup, and to the top two in each division on gaining promotion.


By the time you read this, the new league will be underway and I give below the make up of the 5 divisions.


Division 1: Way, McElroy, D. Gibbs, Sproson, Phillips, O'Brien.


Division 2: Schaefer, S. Brown, Perham, Spink, Hague, Rathbun.


Division 3: Bryant, Hodgkins, Bishop, Price, Gallacher, Rees.


Division 4: McTavish, Townshend, Winkworth, Patching, Couchman, Davey.


Division 5: Cuthbert, Collisson, Hodges, Potter, Graham.


8th British Championship


Premier Division.


Sproson - Cohn 1 - 0 49


Plechaty - Sproson 0 - 1 (Petrov) 58


Gallacher - Plechaty 0 - 1.


Final placings.


Sproson 3.5, Wall 3, Cohn 2.5, Plechaty 1, Gallacher 0.


Congratulations to Oliver Sproson on winning the "Bonham" shield.


Challengers' group - final placings.


Phillips 3.5, Hodgkins 2.5, Price 2, Spink 2, Innes 0.


As stated previously this tournament has never received much support and is therefore being discontinued.


BCA ladder results


Sproson - Spink 1 - 0


Davey - Patching 0.5 - 0.5


Sobers - Patching 1 - 0.


Final ladder placings for 2001.


Sobers 33, Atherton 32, Spink 20.


Sean O'Brien, Tournament Director.


 


MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT


It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:


If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA, or you just simply have a change of address, however slight, or require to alter the medium by which you receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.


Obviously, for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address.


The following members as at 30th December 2001 have allowed their membership to lapse: Jadhav Charudatta, Jack and Dorothy Cohen, Mark Finnigan, Alistair Irving, Nicholas Killen, Paul Long, Graeme Parry, Martin Pugh, Michael Sharkey.


David Hodgkins.


 





PERSONALIA


Hearty congratulations to:


Matthew Hewitt, Chris Ross and Derek Spink's son, Keith, for obtaining university degrees.


To Steve Brown who won the world 60 kg weight lifting championship last summer; and


to John and Laura Busbridge who celebrated their ruby wedding while the autumn tournament was in progress.


 


 


 


 


MEMBERS' COMMENTS CORNER


This is the column which I hope will burgeon during the spring and summer so that it becomes an established plant in this magazine.


You, the readers, are urged to send your comments on the BCA: its structure, organisation, functions and aspirations, or any chess matter that takes your fancy. Favourable remarks are of course always gratifying, but if your views are critical, then I hope they will be accompanied by constructive suggestions. So this is your "corner", it is up to you to fight it!


Editor.


 


WEEKEND IN LOUGHBOROUGH, 2001


Our Autumn Tournament was spent in familiar surroundings at the Jarvis Loughborough Hotel. This hotel must be about the most difficult to negotiate because of its very long corridors and complex design. It actually caused me some concern on the first afternoon when my guide-dog led us both astray to a room where no staff or members of the BCA could be found. Eventually, Tyson came to my rescue, and more care was taken thereafter!


It was a very cosmopolitan five-round Swiss tournament with players joining us from India and Ireland. The atmosphere throughout the weekend was very good with a mixture of surprises. 


The chess room seemed overcrowded, with four players at each table, although this did allow one to gauge how your opponents were doing. I remember hearing: "Why did I do that?" and "What's wrong with me today?" Yes, we have all said these things many times over, but they serve as a reminder for the next time.


Our appreciation was extended to Graham and Paula Freckleton, from the Helen Jean Cope trust for sponsoring this event. They joined us for a meal on Saturday evening. Also on Saturday, our treasurer, Wendy Holmes, did a great job marketing our t-shirts and other goodies with much skill and enthusiasm.


I had been told that the food at this hotel would be exceptional: the Saturday night's meal, in particular, confirmed this view.


It was a marvellous weekend, and our grateful thanks are extended to Stan for organising this event. To everyone who contributed to this most enjoyable occasion, many, many thanks.


John Osborne.


Principal results.


Open: Chris Ross retained the trophy with 4.5 - 5 on a tie-break with Sean Loftus (Ireland); Mordue and McElroy (Ireland) 4; Doyle (Ireland), Hartley, Lovell, Karandicar (India) and Gallagher 3; Karandicar and Gallagher shared grading prize A. Grading prize B was shared between Steve Brown and Phil Smith: 2.5.


Minor: Shirley Watkins and Guy Whitehouse (in his first tournament) 4; Geoff Patching and Dorothy Hodges, 3; the latter won the grading prize.


 


BCA BAZAAR


This is a BCA fund-raising enterprise.


If you have books or equipment you would like to get rid of, you are invited to advertise them in this column and to name a price. A buyer sends the money to our Honorary Treasurer by way of a donation to the BCA. On receipt of the donation the treasurer will notify you. Your next move will be to send the items to the buyer.


In this way you have parted with goods you do not need, the buyer will have acquired something he/she wants and the BCA will have benefited by a donation.


Committee.


 


 


 


 


ADVERTISEMENT


For sale: one Smith Corona portable electronic typewriter, ten years old, little used, in good working order. Original price £100, would be willing to accept any reasonable offer by way of a donation to BCA.


Contact: Steve Burnell.


 


HAGUE'S HARE


Michael Hague, one of our seasoned chess correspondence players, has sent in the following query and has really started a hare: on the chessboard, what is it that the queen cannot do that all other pieces and pawns can?


 


STOP PRESS


Professor Michael Tobin and Mrs. Eileen Hill are conducting a project involving those people whose blindness is attributed to retinoblastoma. If any BCA member considers their condition would qualify for participation in this project, you are invited to contact Mrs. Eileen Hill for more information.


Editor.








