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EDITORIAL


  You will notice that this edition of your Gazette is slimmer than previous copies.  Also, all the articles have been written by the BCA "establishment" - with the exception of one very welcome contribution from our friends in Ireland!  So, if you want a magazine which gives the views and though


ts of the "rank and file" of the membership, let's hear from you!





  Please note that contributions for the April issue should reach me by 18th February.


  Meanwhile, on behalf of all members of your committee, I wish you good health and every success in the coming year.


	Peter Price.








OBITUARY


PAT O'BRIEN





  It was with great sadness that we heard of the death, on the morning of 4th October, of Pat O'Brien, at the age of 64.  Pat had been unwell for some months, but because she continued to give generously of her time and diminishing energies for BCA work, few members realised how ill she was.  Pat


 played chess a little, but she will be chiefly remembered by all of us for her unstinting help to Sean and his colleagues on the tournament sub-committee over more than twenty years.  Pat's special gift lay in attending to the complex accommodation requirements of ever larger BCA parties, necess


itating the use of very large hotels.  The layout of these can be bewildering to blind people at first.  Pat appreciated this and, though generally busy and without full sight herself, would always offer assistance where she saw it was needed.  She loved shopping and sightseeing, with the other n


on-chess-playing wives, in the various towns we visited, but she was always primarily there for Sean, to help him with BCA work.  She will also be sorely missed at fund-raising events, where she always seemed to be everywhere at once, making herself useful.


  Chess is only one of many interests that Pat and Sean shared during the 36 years of their happy marriage.  One of these was their voluntary work for the benefit of blind people in their home area of Merton.  Staff from the Merton Voluntary Society for the Blind helped Sean to make the funeral a


rrangements, and the whole day was a celebration of Pat's life, the only miserable element being the weather.  It was wonderful to see such a large number of people from the locality, as well as some of our own members.  The service was sensitively conducted, and Pat's love of piano music was ref


lected in the inclusion of a Chopin waltz, and of a recording made for Pat by Peter, the pianist from the Guide Dogs Association Hotel in Teignmouth.  Pat owed this love of the piano to her mother, a fine pianist who died during the war, who would be glad to know that Pat retained it for so many 


year





  As well as floral tributes, which would have delighted Pat, donations were made in her memory to the BCA and to the local Guardian Centre for the Blind.


  Our hearts go out to Sean at what is inevitably a difficult time.  I know he can count on many friends in the BCA if he needs help, and he is keen to get back to BCA business in due course.  This is something that Pat, one of the most tireless workers the BCA has ever had, would understand.


	Clare Gailans.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS


    Last call for the BCA AGM Tournament.  12th to 14th March.  Midland Hotel, Derby.  £33 per person per night sharing or £36 per person per night single room.  Entry £8.  Bookings after 20th January will be subject to a £4 penalty.  Visually handicapped players under the age of 21 who are UK re


sidents receive free entry and pay £10 per night but are still subject to the £4 late booking penalty.  Organiser Stan Lovell.





    British Championship for the Blind.  4th to 11th September.  Swallow Hotel, Grantham.  The cost of this event will depend on the level of sponsorship we can obtain but the cost to members and associate members is likely to be between £175 and £190.  The cost to non-members will be £200.  Furt


her information next issue.








  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry and to exclude any person from any event it runs.





              


Annual General Meeting


  The Annual General Meeting will take place during the AGM Tournament weekend.  At 2 p.m. on Saturday 13th March.  Please note that any items for inclusion on the agenda must be in the hands of the Secretary by 20th January.  If proposals from the committee are accepted the post of Public Relati


ons Officer will go and whilst we will still have a Braille Librarian that will no longer be a committee post.  In the place of these two posts there will be a Fund Raising Officer and a Publicity Officer.  If any member or associate member feels that he or she might be interested in standing for


 one of these posts, contact the Secretary who will provide you with the terms of reference and an idea of what the job would entail.  Like so many other organisations, we rely too much on the few willing workers and we are not getting any younger.  Come on some of you energetic healthy under 40'


s wh





  


	


European Individual Championship


  The European Individual is an event open to all visually handicapped players.  It will take place in the town of Krynica about 100 miles from Cracow, Poland.  Entry fee $50 (US dollars), accommodation $40 per person per day sharing or $60 per person per day in single room.  Organisers transport


 players from Cracow to Krynica; players responsible for travel arrangements to Cracow.  Time table: 3rd July day of arrival; 4th July opening; 5th to 9th July rounds 1 to 5; 10th July rest or tourism day; 11th to 14th July rounds 6 to 9; 15th July closing ceremonies; 16th July day of departure. 


 There may be limited financial help from the organisers which would be shared equally amongst any members entering the event.  Contact Stan Lovell for further information.





  


Stan Lovell (Secretary).








ANNUAL THEME BREAK


  The next theme break, organised by the GDBA, is at the Windermere Manor Hotel, Rayrigg Road, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 1ES tel. 015394 45801, from 6th to 13th February.  Whether a person has a guide dog or not, the charge is the same - £170.00 per person for the week, half board.  I understand t


hat bookings are coming in fast to the hotel; and I do suggest that anyone who would like a week's chess in quiet surroundings, with first class accommodation and good cuisine should contact the hotel as soon as possible.  The overall tuition for the week's theme break is in my hands, and I look 


forward to seeing many BCA members.





	Peter Gibbs.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT


  Before going into the results, I have been asked by the committee to mention the "round robin" service.  This was started some years ago, the object being that a committee member heads a group of members who communicate on tape thereby members are kept informed of matters.  As with so many sche


mes, "good idea in theory, not so good in practice".  Several circulations have ceased to exist and some, which are still running, are used for discussions on sport, politics, holidays etc. and very little chess.  Nothing wrong with that, provided members are happy with this.  So, if there are an


y members who do not belong to a "round robin" and would like to, please contact me, if possible by 30th January, and I will do my utmost to put you on a circulation.  Now for the results.





  


34th BCA Championship





  Premier Group:


Hodgkins - Way 0 - 1 (C/K) 33


Hodgkins - Atherton 1 - 0 (Sic) 33


Atherton - Bishop 1 - 0 (Polish) 37


Atherton - Sproson 0 - 1 (Polish) 34


Bishop - Sobers 0 - 1 no details


Hodgkins - Whittle 0 - 1 (C/K) 45


Cohn - Sproson 1 - 0 no details 


Cohn - S. Brown 1 - 0 62


Sproson - Wall 1 - 0 72


Hodgkins - Sproson 0.5 - 0.5 (Pet) 42.





  Final Positions:


McElroy 9.5 


Way 9


Wall 7


Sproson 5.5


Whittle 5


Hodgkins 5


Sobers 5


Cohn 4.5


S. Brown 2.5


Atherton 2


Bishop 0.


  


  Group A:


Final positions appeared in October 98 Gazette.





  Group B:


Rathbun - Patching 1 - 0 47


O'Brien - Rathbun 1 - 0 (Sic) 37


Rees - Wood 1 - 0.


  Final positions.


O'Brien 4.5


Rathbun 3


Patching 3


Hague 2.5 (one to come)


Rees 1


Wood 0 (one to come).





  Group C:


Townshend - Barry 1 - 0 


Price - Parry 0.5 - 0.5 (Col) 22.


  Latest positions.


Price 5


D. Gibbs 4.5


Spink 3


Barry 2.5 (one to come)


Townshend 1.5 (one to come)


Parry 0.5 (three to come)


Potter 0 (one to come).





  May I say a very big thank you to the group leaders who have helped me to run this tournament.





BCA League


  Division 1:


Schaefer - Barry 1 - 0 (RL) 13


Barry - Sproson 0 - 1 


Barry - Crombie 0 - 1


Crombie - McElroy 0 - 1


Schaefer - Crombie 0 - 1.





  Division 2:


O'Brien - Phillips 1 - 0 (Irr) 32


Way - Hague 1 - 0 (Danish) 16


Hague - Phillips 1 - 0 (Sic) 24


S. Brown - Hague 1 - 0 (KP) 19


Phillips - Way 0.5 - 0.5 


O'Brien - Brown 0 - 1 (Bish opening) 38.





  Division 3:


Perham - Winkworth 1 - 0 11


Perham - Bishop 1 - 0 (KGD) 28


Winkworth - Spink 0 - 1 (Fr) 22.





  Division 5:


Parry - Patching 0 - 1


Collisson - Potter 1 - 0


Collisson - Farrant 1 - 0


Cohen - Wood 0 - 1


Collisson - Patching 0 - 1


Potter - Davey 0 - 1.





7th British Championship.


    Challengers:


Price - Plechaty 0 - 1 (Col) 22.





Friendlies


McTavish - Patching 0 - 1 9.





Ladder Table


Davey 38, D. Gibbs 34, Patching 33, Sobers 27, Atherton 26, Spink 16.





  	Sean O'Brien.


  





MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT





  If any member has a change of address - however slight, or wishes to alter the medium by which they receive information, please do not hesitate to contact me either by phoning 01926 425 803 or in writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.








IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT 1998





  Summary of reports by Tim Conlan, Barry O'Brien and Philip Doyle.  The Irish Open Chess Championships were held at the Metropole Hotel, Cork, from Friday 9th to Monday 12th October.  The host club, the Red Abbey Chess Club for the Visually Impaired, were delighted with the turnout which attract


ed a record entry of 34 competitors, including 5 from India, 4 from Sweden, 3 from Germany and 11 each from the UK and Ireland.  The tournament was organised by Mr. Barry O'Brien, and run under the auspices of the BCAI executive.





  Playing conditions were excellent with two large playing rooms, one for the major and one for the minor competitors.


  It was a 6 round Swiss system tournament with one round on Friday night, two rounds on Saturday, two rounds on Sunday and the final round on Monday.  The major section, with 22 players, was for players graded over 100; while the minor, with 12 entrants, was for players below that grade.


  The Lord Mayor of Cork, Councillor Joe O'Flynn, performed the official opening and also presented Ernie McElroy with the trophy for the BCA Postal Championship which he won recently.


  After 6 rounds, the main results were as follows:-


  Major: 1 Jurgen Magnusson (Sweden) 6; 2 - 3 Michael Delaney (Ireland) and Charudatta Jadhav (India) 4.5; 4 Jorgen Pohlers (Germany), Shirish Patel (India) 4.  Grading prizes went to Shirish Patel, Sean Loftus (Ireland), Stephen Eastwick-Field (England) and Eamonn Casey (Ireland).


  Minor: 1 Stephen Kennedy (Ireland) 5.5; 2 Brian Perham (England) 5; 3 Michael Meaney (Ireland) 4; 4 Derek Spink (England) 3.5.  Grading prizes went to Tony Murray (Ireland), Christine Brown (England), Shane Hall (Ireland) and to Paula Farrant (England).


  The tournament was controlled by Tim Conlan, assisted by Gerry McElligot and John Quigly.  The off-the-board activities were an interesting feature of this tournament.  On Saturday morning, when the chess was in full swing, a coach left the Metropole Hotel taking relations, friends and guides o


n a guided day trip of Fota Island Wildlife Park and Cobh Heritage Centre.  While on Sunday, the party visited Blarney Castle and Cork Heritage Gaol.





  On the Saturday night, the Attridge Traditional Group treated the visitors to an Irish dancing display and this was followed by informal dancing until the early hours.  While on Sunday night, the Mart O'Donaghue Traditional Group did the honours.


  Overall, this was a great weekend and our visually impaired visitors from all over the world enjoyed themselves both on and off the chessboard.








A NOTE FROM THE ASSISTANT TAPE LIBRARIAN


  May I remind all readers that there are a number of chess periodicals available on tape.  These include: articles from the press, produced every fortnight; "Chess Moves" and "Chess Magazine" monthly; and "Popular Chess" quarterly.  For each periodical there is an initial charge of £2.50.  New m


embers to any of these services are welcome to contact me in Braille or by telephone.





  Similarly, if any member currently receiving these publications fails to do so within a reasonable time - perhaps due to mishaps in the post - please contact me and I will try to rectify the matter.


  When returning tapes to me, please remove the address card from the window of the wallet, place the card inside the wallet under the rubber bands.  The Able Label, which is on the outside of the wallet, will suffice.











A NOTE FROM THE PRO





  Although I am the PRO, this note has nothing to do with publicity or BCA fund-raising.  I am writing on this occasion purely as a member of the BCA committee with the specific purpose of correcting a possible misunderstanding.  Many of you will have read the usual "Forthcoming Events" in the Ga


zette of last October.  The final paragraph of that article stated that the BCA reserves the right, not only to refuse an application to enter a BCA event, but also to "cancel" an entry.  In other words, even if an application had been accepted upon payment of entry fee, accommodation, etc., the 


entry could still be cancelled.


  This was wrong: refusing an application to play in a tournament is, generally speaking, not a problem and the committee's policy is reasonably clear on this.  But cancellation of an accepted entry, on the other hand, is exactly the same as the breaking of a contract.  Such an action cannot be t


reated lightly because it offends against a person's rights and also carries with it certain risks for the BCA.  The committee recognises this and is currently giving the matter detailed consideration.





  For the present, therefore, members should bear in mind that the committee does not yet have a clear policy on cancellations and that the policy will be announced once it has been agreed.


	Ivor Wagner.








					BCA AUTUMN TOURNAMENT 1998


The 133-bedroomed Royal Angus Hotel, situated opposite St. Chad's Cathedral in the centre of Birmingham, provided an excellent setting for our Autumn tournament.  Accommodation was spacious for the 38 players plus relatives and friends, and the cuisine was generous and of a high standard.  Hotel 


staff were very helpful in the bar and the Raffles restaurant, and they had clearly taken to heart some prior awareness training.





 For the first time we welcomed three players from India who acquitted themselves well, two seasoned campaigners from Ireland and a talented young player from Belgium. The five round Swiss system was controlled by Gerry Walsh - with his customary humour and efficiency - ably assisted by Julie Leonard, Richard Murphy and sundry volunteers: our thanks to them all.  Great credit was due to Sean O'Brien and his late wife Pat for their meticulous preparation of this highly successful and enjoyable gathering; and then to Stan and Jan Lovell who completed the final arrangements and coped with a


ll the last minute anxieties so competently.





24 players took part in the Major tournament, but John Gallagher had to retire on account of family illness.  To avoid the odd number, George Phillips volunteered to withdraw from the final round.  14 players participated in the Minor tournament.





RESULTS





Major





1 / 2 	Davos (Belgium), Lilley  4 1/2 ; besides sharing 1st and 2nd prizes, Davos also took the trophy on the second tie-break by half a point. 


3 Ross won 3rd prize  4.


4 / 5	Loftus (Ireland), M.Hewitt  3 1/2 .


6 / 9	Chambers, Kambli (India), Lovell, Richmond  3.


10 / 14	Doyle (Ireland), D'Mello (India), Hodgkins, Eastwick-Field, Harris  2 1/2.


15 / 17	Mistri (India), Perham, S.Brown  2.


18 / 20	Gordon, Plechaty, Sobers  1 1/2 .


21 / 22	Phillips, Price  1.


23 Spink  1/2.


 





Grading Prizes:	


A - M.Hewitt	B - Harris.





Minor





1 / 2 	Busbridge, Osborne  4, sharing 1st and 2nd Prizes.


3 / 7     C.Brown, Collisson, Parry, Patching, Glass  3, sharing 3rd Prize.


8 / 9	Hall, L.Hewitt  2 1/2 .


10 / 12	R.Brown, Lidstone, A.Brown  2.


13	Harrington  1.


14 Barbour  0.





Grading Prizes:	


Rachel Hall - a creditable performance for a new, young entrant.





Editor.


 


STOP PRESS





  Extract from letter from Hans-Gerd Schaefer.  The editor of the German Braille chess monthly "Schachbruecke" put a question to all chess players.  He wrote: "We want to print the international key book of openings in Braille.  Please let me know if you are


 interested."  The editor, Rheinhard Kehl, told me that he has to eliminate the English names of the openings unless there is interest for this publication in the UK too.





  Please make a short note in the BCA Gazette and send the result to me.  I shall give it to Rheinhard.  The cost will be about £10.00.





  Note. - This letter will be passed to the BCA publications sub-committee.  The Editor.
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