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EDITORIAL





  The chairman and members of your committee join me in wishing you all a very happy and healthy new year, with success on and off the board!


  May I remind you that the last date for accepting contributions for the April Gazette will be 7th February.


  Peter Price.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS





  Please note.  The following rules apply to all BCA events.  Payment in full should be made to the organiser by the advertised closing date.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Late entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £3


 penalty.  Visually handicapped participants normally resident in the UK who are under 21 and who are not in full time employment receive free entry to BCA events and pay reduced rates for accommodation.  They are, however, still subject to the advertised closing date and should ensure that their


 payment is sent to the organiser in time.  Single rooms are allocated on a first come first served basis.


  Guide dogs are welcome at BCA events but they are not allowed into the dining room and they must not be let off lead within the hotel or its grounds other than in the bedroom or the designated spending area.  Whilst efforts are made to ensure that hotels used have suitable facilities for guide 


dogs it should be borne in mind that some town centre hotels have limited facilities.





  Smoking is not permitted in the chess room, the dining room or in hotel lifts at any time.  Smokers should also observe any other areas designated as non smoking.


  BCA reserves the right to refuse any entry or booking to any event it organises.  BCA Annual General Meeting and Congress.  Swallow Hotel, Northampton, 6th/8th March.  The AGM will take place on Saturday 7th March at 1.45.  There will be two five round events, a Major open to all VH players and


 to associate members of BCA and a Minor open to all VH players whose grade or estimated grade is 80 or below and to associate members of BCA with the same grading limit.  Entry fee £7 entry after 20th January £10.  Cost of accommodation £32.50 per person per night half board if sharing and £35.5


0 for single room occupancy.  Participating VH UK residents under 21 receive free entry and pay £10 per night.  Full payment to the organiser, Sean O'Brien by 20 January.  The Swallow Hotel is situated 3 miles from Northampton rail station.  It has extensive grounds and excellent leisure faciliti


es which should prove popular with all those who attend.


  BCA Minor Tournament.  Abbey Hotel, Wymondham, Nr. Norwich.  23rd/30th May.  Entry £7 £10 after 20th March.  Accommodation with dinner bed and breakfast is £170 to BCA members and associate members.  Cost to others £210.  This event is limited to VH players whose grade or estimated grade is 130


 or below.  Some coaching will also be arranged.  Following the great popularity of the Marina House Hotel, Paignton, we had a high standard to maintain.  In the Abbey Hotel we believe we will achieve this.  The hotel has 23 en suite bedrooms, a reputation for good food, a cosy bar and a non smok


ing lounge.  For the sunny May days there are tables and chairs in the small gardens.  Wymondham is a quiet little market town about 9 miles from Norwich.  It has its own rail station a few minutes from the hotel.  We advise early booking for this one particularly for those seeking single rooms. 


 Pay





  British Under 21s Championship.  It is hoped that this will take place at the Sitwell Arms, Renishaw, at the end of July but the dates and venue are still to be confirmed.  British Rapid-play Championship for the Blind.  Chesterfield Hotel, Saturday and Sunday 22nd/23rd August.  In rapid-play c


hess each player has 30 minutes on the clock for all moves.  Many blind players fear rapid-play but when you are all in the same boat it can be great fun and it can even help to sharpen you up.  Arrival at the Chesterfield Hotel will be in time for an optional bar lunch.  Then into the afternoon 


of four games with a break for afternoon tea at the halfway stage.  Not to worry if you make a mess of your game as its soon over and you are ready to start afresh in the next round.  Then you wind down with a pre dinner drink and a leisurely meal followed by a good old fashioned BCA get together


.  Sunday starts with breakfast at a civilised time then the last two rounds of the competition followed by lunch for those who want it and off on the journey home.  All this fo





  Autumn Tournament.  23rd/25th November, Royal Angus Hotel, Birmingham.  Further details in the next issue.








IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT 1998


  This popular event will take place in Cork Friday 9th to Monday 12th October.  It will be a 6-round Swiss with a Major and a Minor section.  The Major will be limited to players graded between 100 and 200, while the Minor will cater for players graded below 100.  The programme will commence on 


Friday evening with a meal at 5.30 (round 1 begins at 7) and will conclude on Monday with prize-giving at about 2.15 pm.  Sighted guides may enter and a half point travelling bye is available in lieu of round 1 but the controller must be notified in advance.


  This is our first time to take the tournament outside Dublin, so, to fit the occasion, we have chosen one of Cork's foremost establishments for our venue.  The Metropol Hotel, McCurtain Street, is a newly refurbished grade A hotel which now boasts an excellent leisure and fitness centre, includ


ing swimming pool.  All rooms have en suite facilities, multi channel tv and direct dial telephone.


  The allow-in subsidised cost for players and guests will be £100 (Irish) and for others £150.  The cost includes bed, breakfast and evening meals for 3 nights.  The closing date for entries and payment of fees is August 31st.  Monies should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association of Ir


eland.  Transport will be provided from the main points of arrival.





  Further information from Larry Currid or Eamonn Casey.


  Philip Doyle PRO.


 





SECRETARY'S NOTES


  1997 has been another active year for the BCA.  The highlight must be the performances of Chris Ross, winning the British Championship and Matthew Hewitt finishing equal first in the Challengers event.  They have each shown spectacular progress and seem set to challenge at the top level for yea


rs to come.  It is also appropriate here to offer our warmest congratulations to Matthew Williams whose exceptional 3 As gained him a place at Imperial College London and to Chris Ross who obtained his place at Sheffield University.


  Throughout the year we have made increasing use of transcription services in the production of leaflets, circulars, programmes and the Braille membership list.  This was a necessary action as it was no longer possible for the committee members to carry out all of these tasks.  We hope that you 


have found the quality acceptable.  We have certainly received very helpful co-operation from the two transcribers used, Judith Furse and Gillian Smith.  We were also pleased with the work of Magray who produced the Braille membership lists.  As usual we have a host of voluntary helpers to thank 


and it is not possible to name them all.  Julie and Oliver Leonard have undertaken the production of the print "Gazettes" and Clive Hodgkins the print membership lists.  Peter Price has done countless tape recordings of these and many other documents.  I should also like to pay tribute to the wor


k of


  During the autumn RNIB announced new chess sets including Staunton sets approved by the BCA.  This was not quite accurate.  The prototypes had been approved subject to various modifications but the finished article was not approved before it was announced.  At the time of writing this article consultations are in progress which, we hope, will result in a satisfactory conclusion.  Contact Phil Gordon, Chairman of our technical sub committee for the latest situation.





  Please note that no items or motions for the agenda of the AGM will be accepted after 31st January and if you wish to raise matters in any other business you must give prior notice to the chairman.


  Stan Lovell.








ANNUAL THEME BREAK


  The next theme break, organised by the GDBA, is at the Windermere Manor Hotel, Rayrigg Road, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 1ES tel. 015394 45801, from 7th to 14th February.  Whether a person has a guide dog or not, the charge is the same - £170.00 per person for the week, half board.  I understand t


hat bookings are coming in fast to the hotel; and I do suggest that anyone who would like a week's chess in quiet surroundings, with first class accommodation and good cuisine should contact the hotel as soon as possible.  The overall tuition for the week's theme break is in my hands, and I look 


forward to seeing many BCA members.





  Peter Gibbs.








MEMBERSHIP SECRETARIES REPORT





  By now all members should have received their copy of the new membership list in their preferred medium, and I hope it meets with approval.


  I would like to point out to Braille users that in the Braille version the transcriber has made an error in Oliver Sproson's address.  There should be no letter sign in front of Bhylls, which is in fact the name of his lane.


  If any member has noticed any error in their address or medium, however great or small, please could they notify me as soon as possible either by telephoning 01926 425803 or writing to -


  44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa CV31 2LN.


  David Hodgkins.








CASSETTE LIBRARIAN'S REPORT





  The following has been added to the cassette library in algebraic notation.


  BCA Championship 1997 - C1.


  May I take this opportunity of reminding readers, particularly new BCA members, that books can be borrowed from the library without charge.  Alternatively, they may be purchased at 70p per cassette.  Copies of the BCA membership list and catalogue are also available on request.


  Magazines are available for an initial charge of £2.50.  Please contact Derek Spink.





  The following periodicals are available: "Chess News", the BCF magazine (monthly).  Readings from the popular press (monthly).  "Chess" (monthly).  "Popular Chess" (quarterly).


  May I thank Derek for his help in distributing these magazines.


  Phil Gordon.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT


  Although somewhat belatedly, by the time you receive this, may I wish all our members a very happy new year both on and off the chessboard.  January, of course, means the start of new postal tournaments, and this year we have a new league and the 7th British Postal Championship.  If I could per


haps make it clear, this tournament is only open to those resident in Great Britain and who have the necessary British qualification.  You will recall that in the October Gazette, I mentioned the idea of using a different format when listing the results.  Nobody raised any strong objection and so


 I'm trying it out for the first time.  Please feel free to comment if you do not like it.








  BCA 34th Championship (Premier).


Whittle - Wall 0 - 1 Col 29


Atherton - Cohn 0 - 1 Polish 31


Cohn - Bishop 1 - 0 English 42


S. Brown - McElroy 0 - 1 GP 20


McElroy - Sobers 1 - 0 KP 29


Wall - Cohn 1 - 0 Sic. 35


Sproson - Whittle 1 - 0 English 38


Sobers - Way 0.5 - 0.5 Sic. 20


Sobers - Brown 0 - 1 


Bishop - Brown 0 - 1 40


Hodgkins - Brown 1 - 0 RL 22


Brown - Wall 0 - 1 ALK 43





  Group B:


Wood - Patching 0 - 1


O'Brien - Hague 1 - 0 CK 19


O'Brien - Rees 1 - 0 Bishops 23





BCA League.


  Division 1:


Whitehouse - McElroy 0.5 - 0.5


Bowman - Schaefer 0.5 - 0.5 


Crombie - Schaefer 0.5 - 0.5 (NB apologies to both players for this result being wrongly published in the October Gazette).


Schaefer - Sproson 1 - 0


Atherton - McElroy 0.5 - 0.5


Bowman - Crombie 0.5 - 0.5


Sproson - Bowman 0.5 - 0.5 


Atherton - Bowman 1 - 0


Schaefer - Bowman 0.5 - 0.5


Atherton - Schaefer 0.5 - 0.5


Sproson - McElroy 1 - 0.


  Final table.


Atherton 4.5, Crombie 4, Whitehouse 3.5, Schaefer 3.5, Bowman 2.5, McElroy 1.5, Sproson 1.5.


  Many congratulations to Frank Atherton on winning the "Newton Cup".





  Division 2:


S. Brown - Barry 0.5 - 0.5 


Brown D. - Gibbs 0 - 1


  Final table.


Barry 3.5, Gibbs 3, Brown 2, O'Brien 1.5, Hague 0.


  Congratulations to Dan Barry and David Gibbs on gaining promotion to Division 1.





  Division 3:


Winkworth - Price 0.5 - 0.5


Price - Phillips 0 - 1


Hodgkins - Townshend 1 - 0 26


  Latest position.


Way 5, Phillips 4, Hodgkins 3, Price 1.5, Winkworth 0.5 (1 to come), Townshend 0 (1 to come).


  Congratulations to John Way and George Phillips on gaining promotion to division 2.





  Division 4:


Boden - Gallacher 0.5 - 0.5 


Rees - Bishop 0 - 1


Rees - Cohen 0 - 1


(apologies to both players for this result being incorrectly published in the October Gazette)


Cuthbert - Cohen 0.5 - 0.5


Cohen - Boden 0.5 - 0.5


Boden - Bishop 0 - 1


Rees - Boden 1 - 0


Cuthbert - Boden 0 - 1


Rees - Gallacher 0 - 1.


  Final table.


Perham 6, Bishop 6, Spink 4.5, Gallacher 4, Rees 2.5, Boden 2, Cohen 2, Cuthbert 1.


  Congratulations to Brian Perham and Roger Bishop on gaining promotion.





  Division 5:


Davey - McTavish 0 - 1


Altinok - Patching 1 - 0 QG 26


Parry - Patching 1 - 0


Altinok - Collisson 1 - 0


Couchman - Altinok 0 - 1


Patching - McTavish 0.5 - 0.5


McTavish - Collisson 1 - 0


Potter - Patching 0 - 1


  Final table.


McTavish 7, Couchman 5.5, Ross 4.5, Davey 4.5, Altinok 3.5, Patching 2.5, Collisson 1.5, Parry 1.5, Potter 0.


  Congratulations to Neville McTavish and Derek Couchman on gaining promotion.





6th British Championship.


  Final position for the Premier Group appeared in the July Gazette.


  Challengers:


D. Gibbs - Hodgkins 1 - 0


Ross - Cohen 0.5 - 0.5


Gibbs - Plechaty 1 - 0


Plechaty - Rees 1 - 0


Cohen - Hodgkins 0 - 1


Hodgkins - Rees 1 - 0 KP 29


Rees - Noble 0 - 1.


  Latest position.


Gibbs 7 (1 to come), Hodgkins 6.5, Ross 5, Plechaty 4.5, Noble 3 (1 to come), Rees 2.5, Gallacher 2 (1 to come), Innes 2, Cohen 1.5 (1 to come).





  Friendlies.


Patching - Bryant 0 - 1 Latvian 45


Patching - Rathbun 0 - 1 QP 33


Couchman - Hague 1 - 0


Gibbs - Patching 1 - 0


Bowman - Davey 1 - 0 RL 35


Atherton - Patching 1 - 0 Birds 35. 





  Ladder table as at 27th October.


Sproson 40, Davey 38, D. Gibbs 32, Patching and Sobers 25, Atherton 24, Spink 14.





  Sean O'Brien.  Tournament Director.








THE ROSS VARIATION OF THE SICILIAN DEFENCE.


  This variation, unqualifiedly named after myself because I instigated its use in league and tournament play, is really a transposition into a Maroczy bind system.  My innovation of 2 c4 against the Sicilian gives black the choice of entering a cramped and defensive game, or treading on unfamili


ar territory of the English.





  My reasoning is briefly outlined here:  2 c4 is an excellent trump for surprising your opponent and the majority of opponents struggle in unacquainted positions.  c4 blocks directly an attack on the queen's side by black playing b5, and white's king-side attack arrives first.  Caution must be t


aken though for black could indulge in a pawn sacrifice opening up lines on the queen-side.  Most of my opponents have played the Dragon variation against me and this means that the Yugoslav attack (f3 - g4 - h4) must be adopted.  If black plays the Najdorf or move e6, white does best to castle s


hort and play for f5.  I give a game to demonstrate white's attacking potential.








Ross -- Archer.


	1 e4 c5


	2 c4 d6


	3 Ne2


  This is essential.  If black plays e5 the knight must be placed here, followed by g3 Bg2 00 and f4 entering a favourable position of the English.  If the knight goes to f3 and black plays e5, then black has a definite advantage.


	3 (black) Nf6


	4 Nbc3 g6


	5 d4 cd4


	6 Nxd4 Bg7


	7 Be3 


  7 Be2 is probably better.


	7 (black) 00


	8 Be2 Nc6


	9 Qd2 a6


	10 h4


  Here I recommend the thematic f3 first, and followed by g4 etc.


	10 (black) h5


	11 f3 Ne5


	12 000 Bd7


	13 Rdg1 Rc8


	14 g4!


  The g file must be smashed open at any cost.


	14 (black) hxg4


	15 fxg4 Nexg4


	16 h5 Nxe3


	17 Qxe3 Nxh5


  Trying to give up the piece for 3 pawns and get some counter-play, and keeping the g file closed.


	18 Bxh5 Rxc4


	19 Bxg6!


  The smashing up of the file happens anyway!


	19 (black) fxg6


	20 Rxg6 Rf7


  There is no defence: 20 (black) Kf7 runs into 21 Rxg7 check.  I'll let you figure out the mating combinations.


	21 Qh6 black resigns. 





  Game 2.  Here is an example against e6 for black systems.


Ross -- Mezza.


	1 e4 c5 


	2 c4 d6


	3 Ne2 e6


	4 d4 cxd4


	5 Nxd4 Nf6


	6 Nc3 a6


	7 Be2 Be7


	8 Be3 Qc7


	9 00 00


	10 f4 Nc6


	11 Qe1 Bd7


	12 Qg3 Rac8


  The scene is set: white's attack must come off, otherwise black plays Na5 followed by b5 with tremendous pressure on the queen-side pawn.


	13 f5 Kh8


  Understanding the position well.  Realising that g4 will come under extreme pressure, he removes the pin, thinking his king is in safety, and allowing him to play g6 at an opportune moment.


	14 Qh3!


  White's winning strategy: switching the attack to the vulnerable h7 pawn and clearing the path for the g pawn to get to g6 (gaining a tempo en route), and, by the tactical resource of winning an immediate pawn, on e6, he gets his queen's bishop aiming at the king.


	14 (black) Nxd4


	15 Bxd4 Qa5?


  Underestimating white's idea: e5 for black is perhaps vital, but it leaves d5 very weak and is prevented from playing h6 when the white pawn gets to g6.


	16 g4 Bc6


	17 Bd3


  Defending e4 and setting my tactical finale.  My opponent hands it to me on a plate, but g5 g6 was unstoppable anyway!


	17 (black) Nd7


	18 f6! gxf6


	19 e5 f5


	20 Rxf5! Qd8


	21 Rh5 f5


	22 Rxh7+ Kg8


	23 Rh8+ black resigns.


* * * * * * *


  Note.  Please correspond directly to Chris Ross with any comments you may have. - The Editor.





  


BCA POSTAL CHESS GRADINGS.





  N.B.: Readers should note that these are not BCF gradings; they are gradings from games played between BCA members.  Atherton 134; Bishop 78; Boden 68; Bowman 171; Barry 118; Brown S. 133; Bryant L. 103; Burgham 134; Cohen 46; Cohn 134; Collisson 52; Couchman 62; Crombie 152; Cuthbert 46; Davey


 53; Gallacher 57; Gardener 85; Gibbs D. 121; Hague 71; Hares 29; Hodder 186; Hodgkins 109; Innes 46; Lovell 117; McElroy 132; McTavish 60; Miller 28; Noble 52; O'Brien 114; Parry 33; Patching 33; Perham 102; Phillips 108; Plechaty 76; Potter 26; Price 102; Rathbun 83; Rees 65; Ross 103; Schaefer


 123; Sobers 107; Spink 74; Sproson 105; Townshend 62; Wall 135; Way 147; Whitehouse 133; Whittle 132; Winkworth 59.





  Postal friendlies ladder.


  Atherton 127; Bishop 103; Bowman 165; Bryant L. 119; Cohen 15; Couchman 49; Davey 79; Day 80; Farrant 20; Gibbs D. 123; O'Brien 113; Osborne 120; Patching 68; Plechaty 125; Potter 15; Rathbun 125; Ross 210; Sobers 122; Spink 67; Sproson 88; Winkworth 6.


  John Gallagher.














QUITTING WITH A FLOURISH?


BY HANS COHN


  As most members attending our AGMs will know, it has been increasingly difficult to find players for our team in the British Correspondence Chess League: our top players no longer play postal chess, either because they have no-one to write the moves in longhand, or, as one of them puts it, he i


s not prepared to spend a weekend analysing for best moves, only to be frustrated by a superior computer!


  As it is, we have managed to field a decent team with the help of our sighted members, John Littlewood, Peter Gibbs and Tyson Mordue who have scored most of our points.  But the loss of two players may mean that we can no longer offer a worthy challenge in one of the country's top correspondenc


e competitions.  Peter is trying, but, as I write, it is still uncertain if he will succeed.  I certainly wish him luck because those who have played in recent years have enjoyed it.





  As for this year's competition, we have done extremely well, the best result during my captaincy.  The final placing of BCA was third with 11 points behind Grays and York.  Individual results:


  John Littlewood 1.5, Peter Gibbs 1, Tyson Mordue 1.5, John Wall 2 (by default), Hans Cohn 1, Bill Armstrong 1, Sean O'Brien 1, David Hodgkins 1 and one adjourned.








JUST TIME FOR THE HOLIDAY SNAPS?





  Masquerading as a question, this threat has struck fear into the heart of many a dinner guest.  Here is a selection of interesting and important moments from the Premier Section of the August Tournament at Willerby.





Ross -- Carlin round 1.


	1 e4 e5


	2 f4 d6


	3 Nf3 Bg4


	4 Bc4 Nc6


	5 Bxf7+? Kxf7


	6 Ng5+ Qxg5!


	7 fxg5 Bxd1


	8 Kxd1


  All white can do is make it difficult for black to unravel.  With each piece trade white's position improved.  Dogged determination paid off when black, still a piece up, resigned move 38.





* * * * * * *





Chambers -- Lilley round 2.


Diagram, black to move.


  4 spaces, black Rook, space, black King, space


  2 spaces, black Pawn, 4 spaces, black Queen


  space, black Pawn, space, black knight, 2 spaces, black Rook, space


  black Pawn, white Pawn, black Pawn, white Pawn, black Pawn, space, 2 black Pawns


  white Pawn, 3 spaces, white Pawn, black Pawn, 2 spaces


  space, white Pawn, 3 spaces, white Pawn, space, white Pawn


  2 spaces, white Queen, white Rook, white Bishop, white Rook, white Pawn, space


  5 spaces, white King, 2 spaces





  White's game-plan has not opened the queen-side, can black find anything on the king-side?


	32 (black) g4!


	33 fg hg


	34 Bxg4 Rxg4!


	35 hxg4 Nxe4


	36 Ke1 Qh1+


	37 Ke2


  Assuming white is content to draw, a complex defensive resource is available.  37 Rf1 Qh4+ 38 g3! and black must choose from:


  (A) 38 (black) Qh7? 39 Rh2 Qg6 40 Rfh1 Kf7 41 Rh6 white wins.


  (B) 38 (black) Qxg3+ 39 Rdf2 Nxf2 40 Qg6+ Kf8 41 Qf6+ with perpetual check.


  (C) 38 (black) fg 39 Qxe4 g2+ 40 Rdf2 gxf1+ Q 41 Kxf1 white slightly better.


  (D) 38 (black) Nxg3 39 Qg6+ Kf8 40 Rh2! Qxh2 41 Qf6+ Kg8 42 Qg6+ Kh8 43 Qxe8+ Kg7 44 Qe7+ Kg6 45 Qe6+ Kg5 46 Qg8+ Kf6 47 Qf8+ perpetual.


  Difficult to find all this live.  In the game white's king was forced queen-side to spectate over a black king-side victory on move 50.





* * * * * * *





Ross -- Burnell round 3.


	1 e4 c6


	2 d4 d5


	3 ed cd


	4 c4 Nf6


	5 Nc3 e6


	6 Nf3 Be7


	7 Bf4 00


	8 Rc1 Nc6


	9 Bd3 a6


	10 c5 b6


	11 cb Qxb6


	12 00 Bd7


	13 Na4 Qa7


	14 Nc5 Bxc5


	15 dxc5 Nb4


	16 Bb1 Bb5


	17 Re1 Rac8?


  Black must play a5 to free a6 for a piece.


	18 a3 Rxc5


  Taking the passed pawn is the best way to lose the piece, if 18 (black) Nc6 19 a4 Bc4 20 b3 traps the bishop.  Black struggled creatively to move 39 before capitulating.





* * * * * * *





Chambers -- Hodgkins round 6.


	1 d4 d5


	2 Nf3 Nf6


	3 c4 Bf5


	4 cd Nxd5


	5 Nbd2 Nf6


	6 Qb3 Qc8


	7 Ng5 e6


	8 e4 Bg6


	9 Bd3 Nc6?


  Kicking the dangerous knight with h6 was necessary.


	10 d5! ed


	11 ed Bxd3


	12 dxc6 bc


	13 Qxd3!


  White spotted and rejected the win of a queen for a knight.  13 Qxf7+ Kd8 14 Ne6+ Qxe6 15 Qxe6 Bd6 16 Qh3 Re8+ 17 Kd1 Be2+ 18 Kc2 Ng4 with lots of play.  Perhaps 19 Re1 will unravel but why take the risk?  White clinched the point in 48 moves.





* * * * * * *





Ross -- Benson round 7.


	1 e4 e6


	2 d4 d5


	3 Nc3 Nf6


	4 Bg5 Bb4


	5 e5 h6


	6 Bh4 g5


	7 Bg3 Ne4


	8 Nge2 c5


	9 a3 Bxc3+


	10 bxc3 Qa5


	11 f3 Nxg3


	12 hxg3 cd


	13 Qxd4 Nc6


	14 Qe3 Bd7


	15 Nd4 000


	16 Kf2 Kb8


	17 Nb5 f6


	18 ef Rdf8?


  Black must play e5 before going for the pawn.


	19 Nd4 Rxf6?


	20 Nxc6+ Bxc6


	21 Qe5+ black resigns


  Perhaps the chess maxim "Do not begin your final attack until your queen's rook is in play" needs an overhaul.





* * * * * * *


  Thus Chris Ross became the proud holder of 3 BCA Championship Trophies, the Under 21 and Quick-play were netted during the previous 12 months, a most remarkable achievement.  I must apologise to those who have suffered here the chess equivalent of having photos of them dancing half-naked to the


 Birdie song go public.  Should BCA leisurewear return, could some have the logo chessboard inscribed "To err is human"?





  Paul Benson





  Premier: 1 - 2 Ross, Lilley 5 from 5; 3 Burnell 4 from 5; 4 Benson 4; 5 Horrocks 3; 6 Chambers 2.5; 7 - 8 Hodgkins, Carlin 1.5.


  Challengers: 1 - 2 Lovell, Hewitt 6 from 6; 3 - 4 Gallagher, Gardener 4.5; 5 Gordon 4; 6 - 8 Thacker, O'Brien, Gailans 3.5; 9 Eastwick-Field 3; 10 Spink 2.5; 11 Phillips 2; 12 Perham 1.  Grading prize: Gailans.


  Minor: 1 Harris 7; 2 Glass 6; 3 Campbell 5; 4 - 6 Watkins, Parry, Patching 4; 7 - 9 Collisson, Hamari, Cash 3.5; 10 - 12 Draine, Lidstone, Wood 3; 13 - 14 Cohen, Rich 2.5; 15 Kelly 1.5; 16 Harrington 0.  Grading prize (A) Draine, Lidstone, Wood. (B) Cash.


  Ladies Championship: Watkins.





