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EDITORIAL





  Welcome to the February edition of BCA Gazette: the last issue before the AGM.  Several matters are addressed in this issue, matters which will come to the surface at the March meeting.  It is gratifying to read that the fund-raising efforts of members continue, and it shows the spirit which li


es within your association.  The gradually improving financial situation enables your committee to plan chess events, and the financing of them, with rather more optimism than was thought possible a year or two ago.


  Some stamina will be required as you read and re-read the proposals - and they are only proposals - relating to the BCA British Championship.  You will find that the permutations have been extensively explored and very carefully explained: "what if" is covered many times over!  The tournament s


ub-committee and its co-opted member are to be applauded for their quest for the Holy Grail of perfection, and for the many hours of thought and work which were spent in compiling this draft.  While I am all for debate and free speech at the AGM I do hope members will keep in mind those cautionar


y words from the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam: "Waste not your hour in vain pursuit of this and that endeavour and dispute."





  Luckily, there is also some light relief provided by an item from Ireland.


  If you want to read a lively Gazette in May, please let me have your contributions by 24th of March.


	Peter Price.








ERRATUM





  In the previous issue of your magazine, in reporting the performance of the BCA Olympiad team, Colin Chambers' score should have read 3.5 from 8, not 1.5 from 8.  Apologies to Colin and it shows that his play is still as solid as ever!


	Editor.








NOTES FROM THE TREASURER





  A big thank you to those of you who donated to BCA in memory of Ivy Williams: the sum of £162 has been received.





MILLENNIUM CLUB RECENT WINNERS





October: Ann Evans


November: Paul Benson


December: Tyson Mordue.


  Each winner received £30.


  For those of you who paid by cheque, your subscription is due again.  Please send me a cheque for the sum of £12 to enable you to be re-entered into the drawer.





	Wendy Holmes.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS





  16th/18th March.  Annual General Meeting and Congress.  Your late entry may still be accepted if you are quick.  Entry £8.  Accommodation £36 per night.  Late booking £4 per person.  Cheques for the full amount direct to the treasurer as Stan will be away guide dog training.





  15th/22nd September.  British Championship for the Visually Handicapped.  The Olde Barn Hotel, Marston, Lincs.  Nearest rail station, Grantham 6 miles.  In addition to the Premier group of 12 players there will be a Challengers event and, subject to sufficient entries, a Minor for those graded 


80 and below.  Entry fee for all events £10.  Accommodation £185 per person per week, dinner, bed and breakfast.  Entries including payment in full to the organiser Stan Lovell or to the treasurer by 20th July.  The Olde Barn is a comfortable hotel with good leisure facilities including an indoor


 heated swimming pool.  An ideal place to bring your family for a late summer holiday.








  Visually handicapped UK residents under the age of 21 participating in BCA events receive free entry and pay reduced rates of accommodation.


  Points gained in BCA events count in the "Terence Chapman Group Disabled Prix."  Booking conditions: all cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender written on the back.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  The 


entry fee and cost of accommodation in full should be sent to the organiser or BCA treasurer by the advertised closing date.  Late entries and bookings are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and are subject to a £4 penalty per person.





  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.





	Stan Lovell.








FINANCE AND FUND-RAISING


  We have been greatly encouraged by a number of initiatives by individual members or groups of members.  If any of you have ideas you think we may be able to put into practice or which you would like to do yourself please let us know.  Our fund-raiser Julia Scott has been working hard on a varie


ty of projects which included covering all costs for the Autumn tournament last year.  We have been so pleased with Julia's results that we are discussing the possibility of her giving us a few more hours of her valuable time each month.  We still have a need for a fund-raising officer whose main


 task would be to initiate and co-ordinate fund-raising activities and to liaise with Julia to form a concerted finance and fund-raising strategy.  If anyone is interested I shall be happy to give them further details.





	Stan Lovell, Chair Finance and Fund-raising sub-committee.








BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP





  A new framework for the British Championship was approved by the AGM March 2000.  Here are the proposals of the tournament sub-committee detailing the way in which the new format will apply.  These proposals will be put to the members for approval at the AGM on 17th March 2001.


  1.  The Championship and Challengers events will be played at the same time.  The rate of play will be 40 moves in two hours with an additional hour each for the completion of the game.


  2.  In the championship the twelve qualifiers will be ranked 1 to 12 by:


	1.  Their most recent BCF grade.


	2.  Their most recently published BCA grade.


	3.  Their previous BCF grade.


	4.  By drawing lots.


  3.  The first three rounds will be played in sections of four players:


	Group one players ranked 1, 6, 7 and 12.


	Group two players ranked 2, 5, 8 and 11.


	Group three players ranked 3, 4, 9 and 10.


  4.  The two top players in each group will proceed to the British Championship Group, and the others will play in Championship Group B for places 7 to 12.


  5.  In the event of a tie involving second place, a play-off or series of play-off games will be used to decide who proceeds to which group.


  In a tie the players ranking will be taken into account as follows:


	In a quadruple tie - the two higher ranked players will play-off for first place, and the two lower ranked players will play-off to determine fourth place.  The two remaining players will then be paired in a second play-off to decide second place.


	Triple tie for first, second and third place - the two higher ranked players will play-off for first place.  The loser will be paired in a play-off against the other player in the tie to decide second place.


	Triple tie for second, third and fourth place - the two lower ranked players will play-off to determine fourth place.  The winner will play in a second play-off against the other player in the tie to decide second place.


	In these play-off games the players will have reversed colours from their original meetings.


  6.  In play-off games players will have 30 minutes each on the clock for all their moves.  Any drawn play-off will be replayed with reversed colours and 10 minutes each.  A second draw will allow the higher ranked player to go through.   Two players tie for second place - a play-off as above, b


ut since only two players are involved in a second replay, each player would have 30 minutes rather than 10.  After a second draw the result of their original meeting would be used, or if that game was drawn, the higher ranked player would go through.





  7.  In the second phase of the Championship, the six player groups would include three pairs who have already met.  The results of these games would count as the first match in the final phase of the competition.


  8.  In both phases of the Championship players will announce their moves in the German algebraic notation.  9.  At the end of the tournament any tie for first place will be resolved by a play-off to be arranged for a future date and at Championship rates of play or normal BCA rates of play, pro


vided this was agreed by both players.  The negotiations for fixing a time and place for any such play-off would be conducted by the tournament sub-committee or by a person appointed by the tournament sub-committee.





  Other ties will be resolved using:


	1.  Sonenborn Berger: sum of scores of players beaten and half the scores of players drawn against.


	2.  Kashdan: 4 points for a win, two points for a draw and 1 point for a loss.


	3.  Where only two players are involved the result of their game.


	4.  The player's ranking in the tournament.


  10.  The players finishing in the first three places will form the selection panel for Olympiad and World Cup teams.


  11.  Prizes:  prizes will go to the first and second in the Championship group and to the winner of the Championship B group.  For the 2001 event there will be: £100, £50 and £25.


  12.  Qualification process:


	1.  The winner of the Challengers and the first seven in the Championship will qualify for the next Championship.	2.  The first three in the Minor tournament played in the years between Championships will also qualify to play in the next Championship.  This event will be played over seven days a


nd will normally take place towards the end of May.  It will be open to all visually handicapped players whose grade or estimated grade is 130 and below plus any visually handicapped person with a higher grade who has not already qualified.  The event will continue to be known as the "BCA Minor T


ournament" with the subtitle "a British Championship qualifying event".





	3.  The final qualifier for the Championship will be the highest placed eligible player in the BCA Autumn tournament, which takes place in the year previous to the Championship year.


	4.  Any vacancies which occur will be filled by the highest graded player/players entered for the Challengers event.


  13.  In Swiss tournaments ties will continue to be resolved as follows:


	1.  Sum of progressive scores.


	2.  Bucholtz, sum of opponents' scores.


	3.  Sonenborn Berger.


	4.  Kashdan.


	5.  Where only two are involved the result of their game.


	6.  Drawing lots.





  The qualifiers for the 2001 British Championship are:


Lilley, Burnell, Chambers, Hewitt, Horrocks, Lovell, Gallagher, Hodgkins, Armstrong, Gordon, Cohn and Ross.  First reserve Stephen Eastwick-Field who finished fourth in the 1999 Challengers.  Second reserve Norman Wragg who was the highest eligible player in the 2000 Autumn tournament.


  Tournament sub-committee: S. O'Brien (Chair), W. Armstrong, D. Hodgkins and S. Lovell.

















TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR'S REPORT


FEBRUARY 2001





  In this report you will find the final placings in the 35th BCA Championship and the composition of the groups for the 36th BCA Championship





35th BCA Championship


  Premier Group:


Way - McElroy 0.5 - 0.5 60 (Queen's Pawn)


Cohn - McElroy 0 - 1.


Final placings: Way 9.5, McElroy 8.5, Wall 7, Cohn 6.5, Sobers 6.5, Bryant 4.5, Whittle 3.5, Sproson 3.5, Hodgkins 2, O'Brien 2, Price 0.5.


Many congratulations to John Way on winning the "Tylor" Shield.


  Group A:


Rathbun - Phillips 1 - 0


Bishop - Rathbun 0 - 1


Rathbun - Townshend 1 - 0.


Final placings: Rathbun 3.5, Phillips 3, Hague 2.5, Bishop 1, Townshend 0.


Congratulations to Bob Rathbun on gaining promotion to the Premier group.


  Group B:


Innes - Hares 1 - 0


Hares - Brown S. 0 - 1 (Irregular) 37.


Final placings: Brown 3, Couchman 2, Hares 1, Innes 1, Barry withdrew.


  Group C:


Rees - Spink 1 - 0


Rees - Potter 1 - 0


Wood - Rees 0 - 1


Parry - Rees 0 - 1


Patching - Rees 1 - 0


Wood - Potter 0.5 - 0.5.


Final placings:


Patching 5, Rees 4, Spink 3, Parry 2, Potter 0.5, Wood 0.5.


Congratulations to Stephen Brown and Geoff Patching, on winning Group B and C respectively and therefore gaining promotion to the Premier Group.





BCA League


Division 1.


Sproson - Schaefer 1 - 0


Atherton - McElroy 0 - 1 (Polish) 22


Schaefer - Gibbs 0 - 1 (Queen's Gambit Declined) 16


McElroy - Brown 1 - 0.


Division 2.


Perham - Spink 1 - 0


Perham - O'Brien 0 - 1 (King's Pawn) 35.


Division 3.


Hodgkins - Bryant 1 - 0 (Ruy Lopez) 29


Bishop - Price 0 - 1 (Centre) 39


Price - Hague 0 - 1 (Grob) 39


Hague - Bryant 0 - 1 (Sicilian) 35.


Division 4.


Patching - Gallagher 0 - 1.


Division 5.


Davey - Couchman 0.5 - 0.5


Collisson - Couchman 0 - 1


Couchman - Hodges 1 - 0


Potter - Davey 0 - 1 (Giuoco Piano) 9


Wood - Davey 0 - 1 9


Davey - Collisson 1 - 0.





8th British Championship


Challengers.


Hodgkins - Price 0 - 1 (Dutch) 39


Phillips - Hodgkins 0.5 - 0.5 (Sic) 40.





  I do not appear to have received any results from the ladder.





36th BCA Championship.


  Competitors.


Premier: Brown S., Bryant, Cohn, McElroy, Patching, Rathbun, Sobers, Sproson, Wall, Way, Whittle.


(Hodgkins non-playing group leader).


Group A: Bishop, Couchman, Hague, Hodgkins, Innes, Whitehouse (group leader).


Group C: Gibbs D., O'Brien (leader), Parry, Potter, Rees, Townshend. 





	Sean O'Brien, Tournament Director.








MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT





  It is extremely important that members observe the following guidelines:  If any person has details of a new member wishing to join the BCA they should notify the secretary, Stan Lovell.  However, if you simply have a change of address - however slight - or wish to change the medium by which yo


u receive information, then please do not hesitate to contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.





  Obviously for those playing correspondence chess it is up to them to notify their opponents of any changes to their address.


	David Hodgkins.








IN MEMORY OF IVY WILLIAMS





  Ivy, widow of Ted Williams, died on 13th November last.  Ivy was born in Sheffield on 18th January 1916.  She met her first husband, George William Squirrell, in Mablethorpe where she had been directed to work during the depression.  They married in 1938 and had two sons, Graham and Geoffrey.  


George Squirrell died in 1942 soon after the birth of Geoffrey.





  Ivy was placed on the blind register, and, shortly after returning to Sheffield, she met John Edward Williams (Ted).  They married in 1950.  Ted already had a son, Raymond.  Ted and Ivy had a son, Keith.


  For the next forty-eight years Ivy devoted herself to Ted, sharing in his chess triumphs, and sometimes being his sternest critic when he lost games she thought he ought not to have lost.


  The couple were well known locally as entertainers and Ivy was renowned for her renditions of comic songs and monologues.


  Shortly after Ted died in 1998, Ivy moved into a nursing-home in Sutton-on-Sea where she was happy, comfortable and well looked after for the last two years of her life.


  Ivy's friendship and homespun wisdom will be missed by those who knew and loved her.  Our deepest sympathies go to Graham, Keith and Raymond and their families.


  The funeral service took place in Sheffield, and a floral tribute was sent by BCA.  Representing the association were Ruth and Geoff Carlin, Pauline and Norman Wragg and Jan and myself.


	Stan Lovell.








CONGRATULATIONS





	Peter Gibbs.  Congratulations to Peter who has tied for first place in the British Veterans' Correspondence Championship which is organised by the BFCC.  So he is the joint British Veterans' Champion, and he is defending this title in the next competition which is already under way.  The next ev


ent will start in October 2001, and if any member of the BCA is interested in participating, would he/she let Peter know.








* * *





  We also congratulate John Littlewood, an honorary associate member of the BCA, who receives this year's British Chess Federation's President's Award for services to chess.


  John graduated from the University of Sheffield in 1952 with an honours BA in modern languages.  He subsequently became a teacher and eminent lecturer in these subjects.  He comes from a chess playing family.  His brother, Norman, reached international level before his untimely death; and John's son, Paul, won the British Championship.  John is a well known chess player, administrator, author and coach.  Among his many achievements he became County Champion of Lincolnshire in 1957; represented England in the Varna Olympiad in 1962, and again in Havana in 1964.  A regular competitor both at the Hastings and British Championship Tournaments where he has achieved many successes.  He is still competing at weekend congresses, and currently regularly represents the North West Eagles in the Four Nations League.  He is also a FIDE master.





  In his long association with the BCA John has been coach, captain, manager and guide for the English international team on many occasions.


  He has been unstinting in the help and advice given to the association.  To quote just one example, on the only free day in a recent British Championship event, he travelled from Nottingham to Stoke-on-Trent to give a talk and simultaneous display to raise funds for the BCA.





	(Extracts from "Chess Moves" submitted by Peter Gibbs).











BCCL TEAM FINAL REPORT





  The BCA team fared well in division 1 of the British Correspondence Chess League, scoring 9 points out of 16, coming in third place and only just missing promotion.


  Players' scores were:


1: Tyson Mordue 1/2


2: Peter Gibbs 2/2


3: John Wall 1/2


4: Geoff Brown 0.5/2


5: Norman Andrews 1.5/2


6: Hans Cohn 1.5/2


7: David Hodgkins 0.5/2


8: Steve Eastwick-Field 1/2.


  For the coming season the team has been strengthened by the inclusion of Bill Armstrong.  The team hopes to do at least as well as last season.


	Peter Gibbs (Captain).





BCAI OPEN TOURNAMENT 2000


  This year's Open tournament for blind and visually impaired players organised by the Braille Chess Association of Ireland took place over the weekend Saturday 28th to Monday 30th October.  The number of participants did not reach the record 24 who were in Cork two years ago.  The big difference


 was to be seen in the top section, where this time just ten players took part.  In the Minor tournament for players graded under 100 there were twelve participants.  In all, nine players travelled from England and one from Germany.  Our visitors were accommodated at the Maples House, Iowna Road.


  This is about 15 minutes' walk from the headquarters of the National Council for the Blind, where the chess was played.  By late Friday evening all our visitors had arrived and were settled in at the Maples.


  Play got under way at 10 o'clock on the Saturday morning.  In round 1 of the Major tournament all five games had the expected results.  On top board, it took the strong German player, Jurgen Pohlers, almost the entire 3.5 hour session to get the better of our own Michael Keating.  In round 2 Po


hlers won again as did Ireland's Philip Doyle to move into joint leadership on full points.  Just a half point behind were the two leading English players, Chris Ross and Colin Chambers.  Sunday morning saw the Pohlers Doyle encounter.  Philip went into the game knowing that he carried a grading disadvantage of more than 40 grading points and had just one half point to show from his five previous games with the German.  This seemed only to make Philip all the more determined to turn the tables at last.  Holding his nerve when the game reached a critical phase, Philip found a winning plan and


  Leading scores: Doyle 4.5; Ross, Chambers 3.5; Pohlers, Loftus 3.  The grading prize went to Sean Loftus.  The Minor tournament was won by George Plechaty, England, with a maximum score (5 points).  In second place was Michael Meaney from Limerick on 4 points.  Equal third were Derek Spink, England, ahead on tie-break of Martin Kane and Tony Murray, both Ireland.  Tony won the first grading prize and his fellow Dubliner, John Carroll took the second grading prize. A special word of praise for John who was taking part for the first time in one of these tournaments.  A special word of thanks to the tournament controller, Tim Conlan, and Gerry McElligott his able assistant.


  For those not involved in the chess there was a coach trip on the Saturday to Newgrange Heritage site and Drogheda cathedral.  This proved a great day's outing and all were full of praise for the organiser, Barry O'Brien.  Indeed, Barry played an important part in the preparation of the weekend's activities and both he and his wife, Mary, worked tirelessly to make sure that everything went according to plan.


  For one of our English visitors things did not perhaps go quite according to plan.  On the Monday morning Mick Murphy felt quite unwell and was taken by ambulance to the Mater Hospital.  We were all naturally delighted when he and Francis Collisson, who had gone with him, later appeared at the prize-giving.  Mick had been given the "all clear" to travel home later that day.





	Sean Loftus.





REPORT OF BCA AUTUMN TOURNAMENT 2000





  John Gallagher writes:


  It was good to see so many people participating in our chess tournament held at the Chesterfield Hotel from 17th to 19th November.  Considering the difficulties on the railway, attendance was very good for both events.


  The Chesterfield Hotel proved to be again a popular venue, so close to the railway stations, and large enough to accommodate players with their partners and friends.


  There was an Open and a Minor tournament.  The Minor was won by Mark Kirkham with an impressive 5/5.  Geoff Patching scored 4/5, while Kathy Cash won the grading prize.  The Open proved to be an exciting event: equal first were Chris Ross and Steve Burnell with 4/5 - Chris winning on tie-break.


  Four players tied for third place: Graham Lilley, Peter Gibbs, Colin Chambers and Sean Loftus.  First grading prize went to Phil Smith; Phil Gordon and Steve Eastwick-Field tied for the second, and the third was shared between Stan Lovell, John Gallagher, Steve Thacker and Norman Wragg.





  Our thanks go to Sheila Milsom who organised a lucrative raffle; to the many ladies who ran a very popular bring-and-buy sale; and to Gerry Walsh, assisted by Julie Leonard and their stewards, who conducted this highly successful and enjoyable weekend tournament.








ROGER WATERS CHALLENGE





  As members will recall Roger Waters issued a postal challenge at the last AGM.  The challenge was for anybody within the association to challenge him to a postal game by cassette, and whatever the result he would be contributing the following funds to the BCA:


  For a loss he would contribute £15, for a draw £10 and for him winning £5.  Roger will only play a person once, so if there is anybody out there who wishes to challenge him and is not already playing, or who has already completed their game, please do not hesitate to contact me by phoning 01926


 425 803 or writing to 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN so that I can put your name forward.  The last date by which a person can issue a challenge is 1st June 2001.





  As at 31st December 2000 the Roger Waters Challenge has raised £240 for BCA.  This can be broken down as follows as some members involved in the challenge have also kindly contributed funds towards it:


  Total donated by Roger Waters - £165.  Donations by various members playing Roger - £75.


  Below is a complete fixture list of games Roger is playing along with results if they have occurred.


1st June 2000.


  Roger Waters - Tyson Mordue


  Peter Gibbs - Roger Waters 1 - 0 (Sicilian) 15


  Roger Waters - Chris Ross


  John Way - Roger Waters


  Roger Waters - Oliver Sproson


  Stan Lovell - Roger Waters


  Roger Waters - David Hodgkins 0 - 1 (Budapest) 44


  John Gallagher - Roger Waters 1 - 0 (Sicilian) 18


  Roger Waters - Stephen Thacker


  Sean O'Brien - Roger Waters 1 - 0 (Bishops) 29


  Roger Waters - Richard Murphy 0 - 1 (Sicilian) 22


  Stephen Eastwick-Field - Roger Waters 1 - 0 (King's Indian) 23


  Roger Waters - Peter Price 1 - 0 (Irregular) 31


  Brian Perham - Roger Waters 1 - 0 (Four Knights) 17


  Roger Waters - Derek Spink


1st August 2000


  Geoff Patching - Roger Waters


  Roger Waters - Shirley Watkins


  Jim Lidstone - Roger Waters


  Roger Waters - John Holmes


  George Phillips - Roger Waters


  Roger Waters - Graham Lilley 0 - 1 (Sicilian) 27


  Phil Smith - Roger Waters


1st December 2000


  Roger Waters - Mark Kirkham


  George Plechaty - Roger Waters


  Roger Waters - Norman Wragg


  Derek Couchman - Roger Waters


	David Hodgkins, Challenge Co-ordinator








CHRIS ROSS AT YOUR SERVICE





  For those of you who have competed their game in the Roger Waters Challenge, I am willing to analyse your game, on condition you send a donation for the BCA of £5 to Wendy Holmes, the BCA Honorary Treasurer.  





  In addition, I am prepared to take on up to 21 BCA members in a simultaneous display, during one evening at the September British Championship meeting, provided that each opponent donates an agreed sum payable to Wendy, again for the benefit of BCA funds.








TEESSIDE CHESS AND GAMES CLUB FOR THE BLIND


  After eight years of endeavour I sadly have to report that this club has been closed.  I no longer have the time to devote to it and I have not been able to find a successor.  Hopefully the individual members will continue to play chess, will join other clubs in the area and will continue to su


pport BCA events.  I am certainly continuing with my associate membership and look forward to attending future congresses.


  I would like to thank all those BCA members who have been so kind and friendly to us over the years.  There have been occasions when the behaviour of some people from this club has not been very good and I would like to apologise for those occasions.  Overall though I hope that the BCA world ha


s benefitted from the influx of new members from Teesside - from the brilliance of Christopher Ross to the tentative and hopeful beginnings of Alan Brown and Tom Barbour.


  The main achievement of this club has been to introduce blind people to chess who would not otherwise have started to play.  My big regret, apart from not being able to continue with this club, is that no other similar club was formed elsewhere.  A lot of money could have been forthcoming from 


various grant-giving bodies and many more new members for BCA would have been recruited.





  I would like to wish all BCA members all the very best for the future.  I have so many fond memories of BCA events that are undoubtedly the happiest and friendliest chess congresses that I have ever attended.


	Geoff Garnett.





