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EDITORIAL





  By the time you read this, you will have had plenty of chance to follow Tennyson’s injunction to “ring out the 


old, ring in the new.”  Millennium celebrations will be petering out, and the countless reviews of the past and 


forecasts of the future will have been made by every radio and T.V. company.  Yet I wonder how many of you 


have stopped to think about the game of chess?  How it has been played for some say a thousand years; how it has 


exercised the minds of hundreds of thousands of players, analysts and writers.  Several different forms of the game 


have been taken on board and now computers have opened their windows of opportunities with the game.


  We were always taught that chess is one of the few games where visually-impaired players are on a par with their 


sighted peers.  It is for this reason, and also to encourage an up-and-coming cohort of young enthusiasts, that youth 


development is high on the agenda of your committee for this year.


  Please remember that your next issue of this Gazette will appear in May and not April, so contributions should 


reach me by 17th March.


  Meanwhile, on behalf of your committee, I wish you a very happy, healthy and successful new year.


	Peter Price.








PREFACE TO FORTHCOMING EVENTS





  Guide dog owners may already know that one of the provisions of the disability discrimination act which came 


into force on 1st October means that it is now unlawful, in almost all circumstances, for restaurants and similar 


establishments to refuse entry to them and their guide dog.  It would, therefore, be inappropriate for BCA to seek 


to continue banning guide dogs from accompanying their owners into restaurants in BCA events.  We therefore 


ask those guide dog owners who feel that they must take their dog into the restaurant to ensure it does not present 


an obstacle or hazard to other blind members, hotel guests or staff who may be hurrying around serving.


  If you attend BCA tournaments please read the booking terms which appear before forthcoming events very 


carefully.  We wish to make it clear that the penalty for late booking and late entry applies to all whether they be 


players or non-players, members or associate members, juniors or just friends.  As from now these conditions will 


be strictly applied.








FORTHCOMING EVENTS





  The following booking conditions apply to all BCA events: all payments should be made in full by the published 


closing date.  All bookings after that date are accepted at the discretion of the organiser and will be subject to a £4 


per person late booking penalty.  These conditions also apply to those who are under 21 who may otherwise 


receive free entry and reduced rates for accommodation.  All cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess 


Association or BCA.  If you use a building society cheque ensure that your name is on the back of the cheque.  All 


requests for type of room i.e. single rooms, with bath etc., are dealt with on a first come first served basis and are 


subject to availability.  Please note.  Bookings are not made until payment in full is received.  Post-dated cheques 


are not accepted.


  BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it organises.





  24th to 26th March 2000.  Annual General Meeting and Congress.  Royal Angus Thistle Hotel, Birmingham.  


There will be an Open tournament and a Minor tournament limited to those whose grade or estimated grade is 80 


or below.  Associate members of BCA are eligible to enter either of these events.  Entry fee for both events £8.  


Visually handicapped UK residents under 21 receive free entry and reduced rate accommodation.  Cost of 


accommodation £34 per person per night.  Entries and bookings after the closing date which is 31st January carry 


a £4 penalty.


  Annual General Meeting.  This will take place on Saturday 25th March at the Royal Angus Thistle Hotel, 


Birmingham commencing at 1:45 p.m.  Items for inclusion on the agenda should reach the secretary by 20th 


January.  All members of the committee retire but they may seek re-election.  We are still seeking a member able 


and willing to take on the role of fund-raising officer.  Such a person would co-ordinate and initiate BCA fund-


raising activities and liaise with Julia Scott our fund-raiser.  Further details and terms of reference can be obtained 


from the secretary.  Please note.  Associate members are entitled to submit motions and to vote on all matters 


except amendments to the constitution or dissolution of the association.


  Organiser Stan Lovell.





  20th to 27th May 2000.  BCA Minor Tournament.  St. Winifred’s Hotel, East Promenade, Morecambe.  Entry fee 


£8.  Cost of accommodation £175 per person per week, half board basis.  Closing date for entries 31st March.  If 


you are a learner, a novice or an average player with a grade of 130 or below this is the event for you.  Just one 


game each day and the option to attend coaching sessions tailored to your standard of play.  Plus a warm welcome 


from the friendly owner/managers of St. Winifred’s Hotel right on the sea front with a level stroll along the prom 


to the shops and town centre.  Please send your entry and money in full to our treasurer Wendy Holmes whose 


address is at the front of this Gazette.  As Wendy does not read Braille your cheque should be accompanied by a 


typed, hand written or taped message.





  12/13 August 2000.  British Rapid-Play Championship.  Swallow Hotel, Grantham.  Entry £8.  One night’s 


accommodation including dinner and breakfast £34.  Closing date for entries 30 June.  Organiser Stan Lovell.  


With the growth of rapid-play events in which each player has 30 minutes for all moves this is an ideal 


opportunity to have a go and you will almost certainly find it’s not so awful as you thought.  In fact it can be quite 


enjoyable and when you make a real pig’s ear of a game it’s not so long before you can start all over again.  It will 


all take place at the superb Swallow Hotel, Grantham which found so much favour with those who attended the 


recent British Championship.





  Haaksbergen, 14/17 April, 2000.  See October issue of the Gazette.  If you intended to contact me, but it has 


slipped your mind, you might still get on the trip if you contact me now!


	Stan Lovell.








IRISH OPEN TOURNAMENT 2000.





  This event will be held at the National Council for the Blind, 45 Whitworth Road, Dublin, from Friday 27 (day of 


arrival) to Monday 30 October.  The five-round Swiss will have a Major and a Minor section and will be open to 


all visually handicapped players and their guides.  The Major will be limited to players graded over 100, while the 


Minor will cater for those graded below 100.  Round 1 will commence on Saturday morning at 10 and the event 


will conclude on Monday with prize-giving at about 2:15 pm.


  Accommodation will be at the Maples House Hotel, Iowna Road, which is situated a short distance from the 


tournament venue.  Space is limited to about 40 persons with very few single rooms available and therefore 


priority will be given to players and guides, while any overflow will be accommodated at a nearby guest house.


  The all-in cost for three nights bed and breakfast and for two evening meals (Saturday and Sunday) is £120 


(Irish) and for others £150.  The closing date for entries and payment of fees is August 31.  Monies should be 


made payable to the Braille Chess Association of Ireland.  Entries are subject to approval by the BCAI.


  Contact Larry Currid or Eamonn Casey.


	Philip Doyle, PRO.








FROM THE SECRETARY





  At the time of writing these notes, the saga concerning the theft of money from BCA funds which started in 


January 1999 still continues.  On 13th September at Leeds magistrates court, Charli Goddard was found guilty of 


the theft of £400 from our funds.  On 11th October she was sentenced to 200 hours community work and to pay 


back the £400 plus £125 legal expenses.  The latest information to hand is still she has lodged an appeal.  This will 


be heard at Leeds Crown Court at some time as yet not specified.  We can only hope that this sorry affair will be 


settled within the next few weeks.


  Our new treasurer, Wendy Holmes, has been performing wonders making sense of the accounts in spite of 


missing books, invoices, receipts etc. and she hopes to be able to present up to date accounts to the Annual 


General Meeting.


  Braille Library.  My statement that an updated list of books would be available by October proved to be wildly 


optimistic.  I have learned my lesson and will not make such promises in future.  All I will say is that I will 


produce an updated and more informative list as and when I can find the time.


  We now have an e-mail address which is: braille.chess@virgin.net.  Thanks to Oliver Leonard we also have a 


simple experimental web page at address http://freespace.virgin.net/ollie.leonard/index.htm.


  Benasque Open Tournament.  Day of arrival 5th July, day of departure 15th July.  A tournament open to all blind 


players to run alongside the individual world cup.  Entry $30 (US), accommodation $400 (US) for the ten days.  


The event will take place in the Hotel Pilar which appears to have excellent facilities.  The event will be a 9 round 


Swiss system.  Contact Stan Lovell for a photocopy of the details.


	Stan Lovell.








TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT





  Well, I trust by now you have all recovered from the “Millennium” celebrations.  Anyway, happy new year to all 


members both on and off the chessboard.


  With the League and 7th British Championship finishing last October, there is plenty to fit in this time.





35th BCA Championship


  Premier:


McElroy - Bryant 1 - 0 21


Bryant - Way 0 - 1 (Caro Kann) 24


Price - Sobers 0 - 1 25


Hodgkins - Cohn 0 - 1 (Sicilian) 30


Price - Cohn 0 - 1 (Sicilian) 31


Price - Bryant 0.5 - 0.5 (King’s Gambit) 33


Hodgkins - Wall 0 - 1 (Budapest) 28


  Group A:


Hague - Phillips 0 - 1 (Centre Counter) 30


Bishop - Phillips 0 - 1 (Queen’s Pawn) 33


Phillips - Townshend 1 - 0 (Irregular) 19


  Group B:


Hares - Couchman 0 - 1 (4 Knights) 44


Couchman - Barry 0.5 - 0.5





BCA League


  Division 1:


McElroy - Atherton 1 - 0 (Ruy Lopez) 33


Sproson - Atherton 1 - 0


Sproson - Schaefer 0.5 - 0.5


Sproson - Gibbs D. 0 - 1


Gibbs - Schaefer 0.5 - 0.5


Gibbs - Crombie 0 - 1


Atherton - Schaefer 0.5 - 0.5


Final Placings.


McElroy 6, Crombie 4, Atherton 3.5, Sproson 2.5, Gibbs 2.5, Schaefer 2.5, Barry 0.


  Many congratulations to Ernie McElroy on winning the “Newton” cup.


  Final Placings for Divisions 2 and 3 appeared in the October Gazette.  However, an error occurred in the placings 


for division 3 in that the October edition gave Peter Price as the runner-up whereas on a recheck of the tie-break, it 


emerged that Derek Spink had gained second place.  My sincere apologies to both members for raising hopes, or 


causing despair or embarrassment.


  Division 4:


Rathbun - Bryant 0.5 - 0.5 44


McTavish - Rees 1 - 0


Rees - Rathbun 1 - 0


Couchman - McTavish 0 - 1


Gallacher - Rees 0.5 - 0.5


McTavish - Rathbun 0 - 1


Bryant - McTavish 0.5 - 0.5


Couchman - Rees 0 - 1


Gallacher - Rathbun 0 - 1


Rees - Bryant 0 - 1


Rathbun - Couchman 1 - 0.


Final Placings.


Bryant 5, Rathbun 4.5, McTavish 3.5, Rees 3.5, Gallacher 3.5, Couchman 0, Boden 0.


  Congratulations to Lionel Bryant and Bob Rathbun on gaining promotion to division 3.


  Division 5:


Potter - Farrant 1 - 0


Parry - Potter 0 - 1


Cuthbert - Parry 1 - 0


Cohen - Potter 1 - 0


Davey - Collisson 0 - 1


Cuthbert - Wood 1 - 0


Potter - Cuthbert 0 - 1.


Final placings.


Patching 8, Cuthbert 6, Collisson 5.5, Cohen 3.5, Wood 2.5, Davey 2, Potter 2, Farrant 0.5, Parry 0.


Congratulations to Geoff Patching and Jim Cuthbert on gaining promotion to division 4.





7th British Championship.


Premier:


Hodgkins - Sproson 0.5 - 0.5 (Sicilian) 26


Cohn - Hodgkins 0.5 - 0.5


Sproson - Cohn 0 - 1


Gibbs D. - Sproson 0 - 1.


Final placings.


Wall 4, Gibbs 2, Cohn 1.5, Sproson 1.5, Hodgkins 1.


Congratulations to John Wall on winning the “Bonham” Shield.





Challengers


Plechaty - Gallacher 0 - 1 (King’s Indian) 31


Couchman - Cohen 1 - 0


Cohen - Plechaty 0 - 1


Couchman - Plechaty 0.5 - 0.5 (French) 59


Plechaty - Innes 1 - 0 (London) 42.


Final placings.


Gallacher 5, Couchman 3.5, Plechaty 3.5, Price 1.5, Innes 1, Cohen 0.5.


As Derek Couchman has decided to withdraw from the next British Championship it is congratulations to Eric 


Gallacher and George Plechaty on gaining promotion to the Premier group.





Ladder Table Results


Spink - McElroy 0.5 - 0.5


Patching - Bishop 1 - 0 (Philador) 51


Patching - Plechaty 0 - 1 (Pirc) 69.


Table: Patching 41, Gibbs 34, Atherton 28, Sobers 27, Spink 19.





  So much for the past, now to the future.  The new league and the 8th British Championship commenced on the 


1st January this year.  I have in the past been asked to publish the various groups so here goes.


  BCA league competitors.


Division 1.  McElroy, Atherton, Sproson, Gibbs D., Schaefer, Way, Brown S..


Division 2.  Barry, Phillips, O’Brien, Perham, Spink.


Division 3.  Hague, Hodgkins, Price, Bishop, Bryant, Rathbun.


Division 4.  Winkworth, Townshend, McTavish, Rees, Gallacher, Patching, Cuthbert.


Division 5.  Couchman, Collisson, Cohen, Davey, Wood, Potter, Farrant.


* * *


8th British Championship.


Premier.  Wall, Sproson, Cohn, Gallacher, Plechaty.


Challengers.  Hodgkins, Price, Innes, Cohen, Spink.





	Sean O’Brien, Tournament Director.








MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT





  During September all members should have received a copy of the membership list in their preferred medium.  


However, if this is not the case please do not hesitate to contact me so that this can be rectified.


  I apologise to those who have received the membership list in either Braille or print as on the list of officers at 


the front I missed out the position of Braille Librarian.  Stan Lovell is now the contact for the Braille library and 


can be contacted on 0113 260 0013.


  If any member has or knows of a change of address - however slight - or wishes simply to alter the medium by 


which they receive information, it is imperative that you contact myself either by phoning 01926 425 803 or by 


writing to: 44 Moorhill Road, Whitnash, Leamington Spa, CV31 2LN.


  Any person who has details of a new member should notify Stan Lovell with this information.


	David Hodgkins.








NEWS FROM THE CASSETTE LIBRARIAN





  When returning tapes to the library or to Derek Spink, please remember to put the address card inside the wallet; 


the able-label in the window of the wallet will suffice.  This arrangement will ensure that we know that the tapes 


have reached you.


  The library now holds the manual for the Kasparov Academy computer.  For a copy please get in touch with me, 


Shirley Watkins.


  Derek Spink now has the BCF 1999/2000 calendar on tape.  We are indebted to Roger Waters for recording this.  


If you would like a copy, please contact Derek.








PERSONALIA





  Bob and Chris Brown - two of our determined players who can be counted on to upset the form-book in any 


tournament - celebrated their ruby wedding anniversary on 17th October.  Congratulations to them both!


  A few readers will recall playing correspondence chess with former member Kerim Altinoch who lives near 


Istanbul.  Harold Potter, one of our number from Essex, on hearing the news of the catastrophic Turkish 


earthquake, was moved to send Altinoch a message tape to enquire how he had fared.  Potter telephoned me to 


report that Altinoch had replied that he and his family were badly shaken at the time, but happily all had escaped 


injury.


  Potter’s action shows yet again that the spirit of chess goes way beyond the 64 squares.


	Editor.








REPORT OF THE 1999 WORLD YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP





  The 1999 World Youth Championship for the Blind and Visually Impaired was held in August at the Pottelberg 


Institute, Kortrijk, Belgium.  The BCA chose four young players to represent them accompanied by coach Peter 


Gibbs, and guides Celia Gibbs and Steve Hewitt.  The juniors who represented the BCA were Edward Green, 


Rachel Hall, Luke Hewitt and Mark Kirkham.


  The favourite for coming first in the tournament, Belgian Piet Devos, well known at BCA events, lived up to 


expectations: he won all his seven games and never seemed to be in difficulty.  43 players from 16 countries took 


part.  So far as the seedings for the tournament were concerned, Mark was 26th, Luke 31st, Rachel 32nd and 


Edward 36th place.  In actual fact it was Edward who tied for 11th place with 4 - 7, Luke tied for 20th place with 


3.5, Mark tied for 26th place with 3 and Rachel was in 32nd place with 2.5.  It was interesting that two of the 


players finished in their seeded positions, and the other two finished well above their seeded positions.  Needless 


to say, I was highly delighted as the coach with these results.


  They all fought with great determination.  Edward showed that he could vary his style, and he finished with an 


impressive burst.  Luke, who had had a disappointing result in the British Youth Championship this year, had 


obviously learned much from that tournament because he was in good form in Belgium.  I think Mark was 


somewhat disappointed with his results; most uncharacteristically he let slip several won positions.  We discussed 


this at the coaching sessions and I know he is intent on eradicating this difficulty.  With two rounds to go, Rachel 


was leading the British players but slipped back in these last two rounds.  At the British Youth Championship I 


said that she was the most improved player in the event, and in the World Championship I was impressed with her 


attacking style and tenacity.


  Our players were kept busy because there was coaching each morning and play in the afternoon.  I was proud as 


well to be appointed an arbiter for the tournament.


  During the congress Belgian grand master, L. Winants, gave a simultaneous display against 38 of the players, 


winning 31 games, drawing four and losing three.


  The director and staff of the institute worked extremely hard to make our stay enjoyable.  On the last evening in 


the local sports centre the prize giving ceremony was held.  This was followed by entertainment from students of 


the institute and then there was a barbecue.


  On behalf of our young players and the whole group, I should like to express our gratitude to all the sponsors 


who made participation in this event possible.


	Peter Gibbs.





Game from the above tournament.


  In our coaching before the last round, I gave Edward a synopsis of the Fegatello attack in case the opportunity 


arose to play the variation.  Admittedly, it requires strong nerves, so I left him with the final decision whether to 


play it.  However, he seemed quite taken with the line, the opportunity did arise and he took it!  By the way, 


Fegatello is the Italian for a “piece of liver”, presumably implying that the sacrifice of White’s knight is like a 


slice of liver used as a bait in a trap.


  E. Green v. H. Wasserbauer.


1 e4 e5


2 Nf3 Nc6


3 Bc4 Nf6


4 Ng5 d5


5 exd5 Nxd5


This move by Black is not approved of by theory.  Usual alternatives are Na5 or b5.


6 Nxf7


This is the extremely complicated Fegatello.  Theory considers 6 d4 as solid.


6 (black) Kxf7


7 Qf3+ Ke8


Black’s nerve failed him in venturing Ke6, he had to play Ke6 to hold out any hope of saving the game.


8 Bxd5 Qd7


9 Nc3 Bc5


10 00 Rf8


11 Qh5+ g6


12 Qe2 Kd8


13 d3 Qf5


14 Be3 Nd4


15 Qd2 Be7


16 Be4 Qg4


17 h3 Qh4


18 Nd5 Be6


19 Nxe7 Qxe7


20 Bg5 Ne2+


21 Kh2 black resigns





	Peter Gibbs.








GRANTHAM 1999





  After 12 years absence, I was impressed by BCA progress.  The comfortable Swallow Hotel had swimming pool, 


sauna, excellent playing facilities, good food and friendly staff.  It was a good choice.


  Gerry Walsh and Julie Leonard are as efficient and helpful as ever as the tournament controllers.  Tyson Mordue, 


Christine and Norman Andrews uphold the best traditions of the people who make events run smoothly.  The 


higher BCA profile led to visits by the local MP, regional T.V. and the Grantham chief executive.


  Fund raising had new ideas: a tobacco-free sponsored day for Bob Hall, a bring and buy sale organised by 


Shirley Watkins and the raffle run by Celia Milsom.  £450 was raised.


  BCA chess remains keenly competitive.  Graham Lilley won but not until the final round.  Championship scores 


out of 7: Lilley 4.5, Burnell, Chambers, Hewitt 4, Horrocks and Lovell 3.5.  On a tie-break, Lovell joins Hodgkins 


2.5 and Gallagher 2 in the candidates tournament.  Promoted to this from the challengers are Armstrong, Gordon 


and Cohn.


  Challengers scores: Armstrong 6.5 - 7, Gordon 5.5, Cohn, Eastwick-Field 4.5, Perham 4, Davey, Price, Phillips 


3.5, Plechaty, Sobers, S. Brown 3, Gailans 2.5, Spink 1.5.


  In the tightly contested Minor competition there was a close finish.  Glass and Watkins 5.5, Long, Patching, C. 


Brown 4.5, R. Brown, Collisson, Noakes 4, Lidstone 3.5, Harrington, A. Brown 3, Hodges 2, Barbour 1.


  A warm vote of thanks must go to Stan and Jan Lovell who organised yet another highly successful and 


enjoyable week.





	Bill Armstrong.








TED WILLIAMS MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT





  It was fitting that the final tournament of the 20th century should be one of the most ambitious weekend events 


recently staged by the BCA.  In happy memory of the late John Edward Williams, one of our most respected 


members, the Ted Williams Memorial Tournament was held at the spacious Grosvenor House Hotel in the centre 


of Sheffield.  Ted was a Sheffield man through and through, so it was natural that the venue should be in his home 


city and that sighted players should be invited - some of whom came from Ted’s chess club - to swell our 


numbers.  We also welcomed three keen players from India, two from Ireland, one from Germany and one from 


Belgium.


  The occasion was well promoted.  Norman Wragg gave a 15 minute interview on Radio Sheffield, speaking of 


chess for the visually-impaired, Ted’s achievements and his contribution to the game.  The liberal democrat MP 


for Sheffield Hallam, Richard Allan, opened the five-round Swiss system competition.  The climax was the dinner 


graced by the presence of the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of the city, together with Ted and Ivy’s family.  The 


Lord Mayor paid tribute to Ted’s memory, describing him as a Yorkshireman “gritty, witty and of the right sort of 


stuff”!  In reply, Graham, Ivy’s son, regretted that his mother was not well enough to attend but that she had 


donated a very handsome trophy for the winner.  A beautifully tooled silver-metal shield engraved “J. E. (Ted) 


Williams Memorial Shield” and below: “presented by Mrs. Ivy Williams”.


  After dinner the family had brought a video to which several of us contributed messages of greetings and love to 


Ivy, with many a reminiscence of Ted; this to be shown to Ivy at her home on the following day.


  Our sincere thanks go to the several sponsors whose keen interest and generous financial support enabled this 


prestigious event to take place.  The care and infinite patience of tournament controller, Gerry Walsh, ably assisted 


by Julie Leonard and Peter Gibbs, were much appreciated.


  Sheila Milsom once again ran a highly successful raffle, and BCA funds were further enhanced by Philip Smith 


who generously returned his prize.


  Keith Williams and his wife, Angela, very kindly came along to distribute the prizes.


  This was altogether a highly successful and memorable weekend’s gathering: for the masterminding and 


organising of which Stan and Jan Lovell deserve much thanks and admiration.





  Results.


  Open.  Mordue 4.5 - 5 - winning the shield, Pohlers (Germany), Armstrong, Rajput (India) 4, Lilley, Chambers, 


Richmond 3.5, Doyle (Ireland), Hartley, Ellis, Gallagher, Hodgkins, Thacker, Gordon, Allen 3, Roman (Belgium), 


Loftus (Ireland), Hoare, Wragg, S. Brown 2.5, D’Mello (India), Sawant (India), Lovell, R. Murphy, Eastwick-


Field, Phillips, Price 2, Gailans, Plechaty, M. Murphy, Spink 1.5, Perham, Waters 1, Parry 0.


  First grading prize: Richmond.


  Second grading prize: S. Brown.


  Minor.  Smith, Kirkham 4, Peet 3.5, Patching, Hall, Lidstone, Cash 3, Busbridge, Osborne, C. Brown, Watkins, 


R. Brown 2, Collisson 1.5, Harrington 0.


  Grading prizes were shared by Hall, Lidstone and Cash.


	Editor.





* * *





  Peter Gibbs comments that Mark Kirkham, who shared first prize in the Minor, appears to have learned much 


since his games in  Belgium.








STOP PRESS





  There is still time for you to get richer!  See the notice about the BCA item in October’s Gazette entitled: “BCA 


into the Millennium” and you and the association could be richer!





